eee 
ee 
Raed 


ORE er TA Ree 
oy eee ae he 
stale 


ee ape new 

BSNS wie carters tale 

fae Qe es « — 
+e Sipe me eS oe 


EN ee te 
: ee 


at 


\ 


VRE CREE 


w MAG AZINE. 


re. 


Aa asin vrr Madera res 
ayaer hen, 
ee, 


JOHN PAWSON 


M* 


+ 


Aged 58 


’ Whe 


her 0, 


PCOG 


43'S 


Arminian Magazines 


For the YEAR 1796. 


i 
é CONSISTING CHIEFLY OF 
Bee RAs Cor S 
A vit DD . - | 
ORIGINAL TREATISES 
ON S 
Univerfal Redemption. 
VOLUME XIX. 
. LOLS DD YN: 
Printed by G. PARAMORE, North-Green, Worhhip-Street ¢ 
~ Gold by G. Wuitriexn, at the Chapel, City-Road, and agall tha 
; jen Methodift Preaching-Houfes in Town and Countrye 
Me 


_ as ac 


 ® 


I > THE 
~ Arminian Magazine, 
For JANUARY 1706. 
CSSS SSS SS5-SSSS59550$ 


A fhort Account of the Experience of Mr. Jamis Buckiey. 


J WAS born December 20, 177@, at a place called Cowlitiah- 
Lane, in the parifh of Crampton, Lancafhire. God, as a 
tender parent, began to draw me by the Cords of Love, at a very 
early period; I can remember being under fertous impreffions at 
three years of age: at this time 1 was often Jed to meditate upon, 
and inquire after God; % wondered where, and how he lived. 1 
often rambled into the fields, and looked upon the works of the 
Almighty that lay within my obfervation, with amazement. I had 
a great defire to knew how he made the grafs to grow, and the 
flowers to be fo variegated. My infant mind was frequeatly 
impreffed with hotror when { heard hell mentioned; ‘but was 
filled with great joy when I heard the pleafures and happinefs of 
heaven defcribed. My parents were pharifees of the ftriéteft feét, 
of the Church of En land ; they watched over me with great 
exatinefs, and my convr&ions waxed flronger and ftronger. 
At ten years of age, fome f{criptures were opened to me in fuch 
a manner, that I could not read them without being much affeéted, 
and fome times burfting into a flood of tears. One day while f 
was reading at fchool, the parable of the Houfhelder who had 
Janted a vineyard and digged a wine-prefs in it, I thought I was 
Tike one of thofe ogo Hufbandmen who had killed bis fon 
by my fins: I attempted to thut the book, but my Mafter infifted 
upon my proceeding : In the attempt, I dropped down as tho 
had been dead; 1 thought tbat I fhonld go to hell for my wic ed- 
nefs. Sin appeared to be exceeding fintul, and the fecret inquiry 
of my heart was, “ What fhall I do to be faved 2?” But I did not 
know what to do, nor where to go for inflru€lion or comfort. As 
the word of God and religiaus books augmented my mifery, 1 


E- hated them. with a perfeét hatred. 1 trove to get into all kinds 


of irreligious company, to divert my mind from fezious impreflions; 
1 grafped at every empty fhadow that prefeated ifelf, but alas} 
was always difappointed. + 
~ Thus I continued to fin, and repent, till the year 1784, when it 
plealed God to bring me among the Methodifts One of m 


; unts who was in conne@lion with the fociety, came to. my pee 


on a vilit, ead had defired a preacher to call upon her. “When I 
acquainted with this circumftsnce, I went into the eee 
the. pone and told them, rs fatirical way, * that a Methodi 
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parfon was to*come to our houfe.” This being fuch a pheno- 
menon t6 me; I was deteimined to feehim. | But as foon gs Icame 
in his ptefence, I was Convinced that his countenance was expreflive 
of fomething different, from other. men, and_ it feemed as if a 
voice from. heavén had faid, ‘‘ this man*has got what yeu want to 
conftitute you happy.” I began to weep like a Magdalen at the 
feet of Jefus, faying, with Saul, ** Lord, what woulde ft thou have 
me to do!” I took up the Bible, kiffed and bathed at with my 
tears, refolving to break off my fins by repentance. 
- I began now to pray in fecret five or fix times a day, and to 
attend all the means of grace. Sometimes 1 was drawn by love, at 
others impelled by fear. I faw the flaming fword of jaftice fufpended 
over my guilty head; the Law condemned, Confcience accufed, 
Heaven appeared to frown, and Hell to be moved from beneath to 
meet meat my coming. Yet I could not help but love Jefus; yea, 
J thought if I was damned, I fhould love him, becaufe he firft 
loved me. I was received into fociety at Oldham by Mr. William 
Thompfon. My clafs-leader gave me great encouragement, and 
often enforced the doftrine of Juflification by faith. I frequently 
walked into the fields to lament my fin and unbelief. When con- 
templating the works of God in the creation, I thought, every 
thing can pratfe God, but fuch an unworthy finner as me. The 
heavens manifeft his glory, the vegetables difplay his boundlefs 
wifdom and goodnefs, and all the animated world, from the higheft 
to the loweft order, offer up their praifes, and do the will of their 
piighty, all-wife Creator; but I, for whom the incarnate God 
hag blufhed in blood, cannot praife him! O! wreiched man that I 
am, who fhall deliver me from the body of this death?” ~ 
I continued thus to weep and mourn before the Lord till the 
Jatter end of the year 1786. One evening as. I was going toa 
public prayer-meeting, being ina defponding flate of mind, F cried. 
out, ‘What thall Ido? I know nothing, I feel nothing, I can do, 
** nothing that is good; Iam exhorted to believe, but to my 
** apprehenfjon, I can as foon pluck the fun from its center, 
** Surely I am a mark of God’s vindi€tive, inflexible jufticel’” TI 
had not walked many yards, before I was flruck with the greateft 
amazement: All my darknefs inflantly turned- into light, my 
tief into joy, and defpair into a bleffed hopé full of immortality, 
The whole face of nature appeared to be. changed, and feemed ta 
proclaim the preangss of redeeming Love. But I did nol enjoy 
this delightful fenfe of the divine prefence many hours, before 
Satan, who feeks to devour the new born babes in Chrift, affaulted 
me with many temptations, and fuggefled, that I was deceived; 
that it was only.an emotion of the animal {pirits arifing from fome =~ 
phyfical caufe, or that he had transformed himfelf into an Angel of _ 

, Light ; and that I had no fcripture applied to'my mind. As I was” 
afraid of being deceived in a matter of fuch great importance, Tcaft 
away my confidence; I apprehended myfelf farther from the 
Kingdom of God than before, But the Lord had compaffion upon 
. areas © a re 
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me, and appeared again to my fainting foul. He reftored the 
witnefs of his fpirit, and applied his precious promifes, particu. 
larly Haiah liv. 5, with fich power to’ my mind, that all doubts 
and unbelieving fears were removed. 1 now fuppofed that my 
{piritual winter was paft, and that I fhould enjoy an eternal fummer 
under the kind influence-of the beams of the fun of righteoufnels. 
I often fung with unfpeakable pleafure, 
My God is reconcil’d, 
His pardoning voice I hear: 
He owns me for his Child, 
I can no longer fear : 
With confidence I now draw nigh, 
And Father, Abba, Father, cry. 
I found the fervice of the Lord to be perfe& fieedom and peace 
my heart was enlarged after finners, and I thought I could fuffer 
any thing to bring them to Chrift. The language of my foul was, 


** Come all the world: come finner thou; 
** All things in Chrift are ready now.— 
« If allthe world my Saviour knew, 

«© AH the world would love him too.”’ 


» I remembered the words of our Lord to Peter, ** When thow 
art converted, ftrengthen thy brethren,” and therefore I began to 
give a word of exhortation, when I had opportunity, which the 
Lord owned and bleffed. Sometimes I was forely harraffed by a 
fubtle enemy ; but the grace of God was fufficient for me, and [ 
went on'my way rejoicing in the God of my falvation. 
_ In thé latter end of the year 1787, and the beginning of 1788, I 
had very flrong impreflions to preach the gofpel of the Redeemer; 
but. I trembled at the thought, and treated thefe impreflions as fo 
many devices of the enemy. The affli€tion of mind which I had’on 
this occafion, was much greater than any thing I had ever before 
experienced: I thought, were Ito open my mind to any perfon, 
confidering my youth and little experience, they would advife me 
to decline fuch an undertaking; The more I ftrove to refift the 
fecret impulfe, the ftronger were my conviflions. When I was 
pleading my cawe with God, and laying my ‘youth before him as 
an excufe, faying, ‘° Ah, Lord God, behold I cannot {peak, for I 
am but a child,—Send by whom thou wilt, but fend not me; I 
am ignorant, and know nothing as I ought: What can I fay to 
promote thy glory?” The Lord was pleafed to filence my objec- 
tions, by the application of fome fcriptures, accompanied with fo 
‘much -of the divine prefence, that. I was for a moment a new 


-creature. When I walked out alone, it often feémed as if a con- 


gregation were before me, and being led out. of 'myfelf by thefe 
yilionary ideas, 1 frequently exclaimed aloud, before 1 was aware, 


0 . OF for a Trumpet’s voice 


ts. ws ~ On_all the world to call, 


28 eS © Po bid their:hearts rejoice 
ete ~*~ In hig who died for all,” Being 


6 Experience of Mr. Buckiny. é 
Being under the influence of two powerful motives, the Love 


of Chrift to the Church and the world; and the terrors of the _ 


Lord againft finners; 1 made a covenant with him, that if he 
would open a way for me, I would embrace the firft opportunity. 
At this time, a friend unknown to me, made an engagement for 
me to preach at a place called Flathead, in Halifax ircuit. I. 
much objeéted to the engagement, till recollecting the vow which 
I had made ‘unto the Lord. When I got to the place appointed, 
I never dreaded the terrors of «hell more, than I did the fight of 
the hour in which I was to preach, but the Lord was better to me 
than all my fears. 

By this time I was reduced to a very relaxed, and tow habit of 
body ; it was therefore thought proper I fhould go to Harrowgate 
waters in Youkfhire, were it pleafed God to fliengthen both body 
and mind. When I returned home 1 was appointed a local 
preacher and continued in this fphere of a€tion, a fubjett of many 
temptations ; (but grace much miore abounded) with fome fruit of 
my poor labours, till the year 1791, when I was called ‘into Cola 
Circuit. My new fphere of aétion brought new temptations and 


troubles. Though Iwas much bleffed in preaching, yet 1 began 


to call every thing into queflion relative to my éxperience, and the 
work of the miniftry. I had great ftruggles of mind arifing from 
three caufes: Firft, whether I was called to preach the gofpel, and 
what evidence I ceuld produce in fayour.of that call; for Satan 


told me'I had none. Secondly, whether I fhould obey God or - 


man, becanfe itdid not meet with my Father’s approbation. Thirdly, 
my inability for fo great a work; I faw that all I could fay, came 
infinitely fhort of exploring the myftery of a jut, holy, and pure 
Law ; the ftupendous fydtem of redemption ; the myfterious influ- 
ence and operations of the Holy Spirit; and all thesheights and 
depths of grace. I had no reft. either night or dayg x 
crowded, in upon me, till I thought 1 could néither 


burden, and I withed rather to die than to live. 1 often refolved 
to leave the Circuit; one day I was determined to put my refolu- 
tion into praétice, and went to the flable to take my horfe, but was 
prevented by the door being locked: I ieturned to my room, 
weary and heavy laden, and fell proftrate before the Lord, my eyes 
overflowing with tears, and blood pufhing up at my mouth, O! 
how did I long for the fatal flroke! _ My health being much 
impaired, it was judged expedient to confult Dr. Hamilton of 
Leeds, by whofe prefcriptions, through the blefling of heayen, and 
the tender care of an affe&tionate people, among{t whom J laboured, 
A got much better, Towards the latier end of the year my faith 
was iivengthened, and I had an increafe of the comforts of the 


Holy Spint. é ' . A a 
_At the Conference in 1792, 1 was appointed for Leicefter 
Citcuit, to travel with. Mr. Longley, who had been a Father to me 
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in all my affliions the year before. The Lord revived his work 
in feveral places. The firft time I preached at Leicefter, Ihad 
the pleafure of feeing ome awakened and others tnuch affefted 
under the word. I fpent the preateft part of the year at Coventry, 
where the Lord removed prejudice from the minds of many, amd 
increafed the number of our little flock : He'likewife favoured mig 
with frequent manifeftations df bis Tove. I had a good’ opportae 
nity for retirement, which contfibated greatly tomy peace; -as‘I 
never found my foul more happy than when fecladed from the 
world, and ‘engaged in contemplating thofe fubje&ls which are 
calculated to furnifh the mind with ufeful knowledge. | 
At the Conference in 1799, I was appoirited for Nottingham. — 
I went with much diffidence, left I fhould not profit the peoples 
but this was foon removed, by their hofpitable {pirit'and brotherly 
Yove. I {pent this year with much profit to myfelf; and found 
that fufficient unto the day was the grace thereof. I felt a willing. 
nefs to fuffer, as well as to reign with Chrift. The facrament of 
the Lord’s fupper was a bond of union to us, and an ordinance of 
peace and love. te , . 
_ At the Conference in 1794, I was appointed to’ labour in 
- Clamorganfhire. From the accounts which I had received of 
Wales, I expefled this to be a year of trial, but bleffed be ‘his — 
Name, who caufeth all the occurrences of providence to work — 
together for good to them that love him, I found his’ fervice to’be 
erfe& freedom. Though it’has been a year of great Jabour yet 
we have had peace and profperity in our borders: Indeed fome _ 
dead branches -were broken off from ‘the living vine, but others © 
were grafted in, after being convinced of fin ‘and favingly born 
again of the fpirit. : ; . “ee 
_ When I refle& upon the kindnefs of God to fuch’an unworthy 
finner, I think I cannot conclude my imperfe& account in lans — 
uage more confonant with my prefent views and experience, than 
- that of the Apoftle’s, ‘* Having obtained help of God, I continue 
“unto this day :” ‘Unto whom, with the Lamb who hath wafhed 
me from my fins in his own blood, be afcribed glory, falvation, ~ 
and dominion, for ever and eyer. Amen. . 


“Two DISCOURSES on CHRISTIAN PERFECTION, 
‘By Mr. MATHER. | 

| 1 Be OR A ate 
Having thefe promifes, dearly beloved, let us cleanfe ourfelves. 
e frets all filthnels of the fleth. and fpirit, perfe€ting -holinefs in 

- . the fearof Gop. 2 Cornvit  -  *, prin Son anil 
: aq BE perfons here addreffed, are the Believers at'Corinth, 
+ i °Thefe ‘had “already ‘received ‘the ‘Grace of “God; ‘and 
‘githough'in time paft they ‘had been unrighteous, yet. ae mei 
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were wathed, were juftified, yea, fan&ified, by the Spirit of our God, 
But that this grace might. not be received in vain, thé Apoftle 
gives them a variety of important advices, reproofs, and exhorta- 
tions, in the courfe of thefe Epiftles; and among the reff, this in 
our Text: without diligent attention to which, whofoeyer fiandeth 
muft fall: a thing he exceedingly dreaded, how little foever it 
may be regarded, or thought even zmpoffible by many. Yet he, 
who efpoufed them to Chrift as a chatte virgin, was jealous over 
them witha godly jealoufy, left as the Serpent beguiled Eve, any 
~ of them {hould be beguiled from the fimplicity which ts in Chrift 
Jefus: A lofs this, which it, is impoffible for all that can be put 
in the place of it to repair! For what were all the attainments, 
‘wherein the Corinthians fo much excelled, when compared with 
the felicity refulting from the poffeifion of their fiz love? 
nothing, or lefs than nothing, in the efleem of ¢dzs feivant of 
God; this father in Chrift, this wife mafter-builder. 
~* Nor can this felicity be preferved, except we retain that child- 
dike confidence, which ever comes boldly and fimply, to the throne 
of Grace. This faith works by leve; nor can the one exift in 
the fout without the other; however large attainments in what 
may be called fpiritual gifts, may be preferved without either! 
But the fimplicity of loving faith remains no longer than while 
‘we continue to regulate our converfation (our whole inward and 
outward behaviour) in the world, and towards each other, by the 
grace of God, and according to the directions given in his word : 
‘No, it is impoffible it fhould. For no fooner do we think of walk- 
ing by any other rule, called by the Apoftle flefhly wi/dom, 
(properly fo, as, however admired and adopted by many, it cometh 
of corrupt -nature, end is oppofed to the grace’of -God) but. we 
Jofe that fingle eye, whereby the whole body is full of light !. And 
af the light which is in us, becometh darknefs, how great muft that 
darknefs be ? : 
To prevent this, and all its fatal effe€&ts, the advice in our text 
is adminiftered, and with the utmoft propriety :. becaufe it not 
only direéts to what will fupprefs the evil, namely, the fear of 
God; but alfo to the perfe&ing holinefs, in that reverential awe 


of God upon the foul, which ‘readily apprizes us of the firft - 


approach of evil, and marks the rifings of defire, and the wander. 
ings of the will. This preferves the confcience truly tender, and 
drives us again to the atoning Blood, which alone can make-the 
wounded whole; and hereby proves the moft effe€tual means of 
our cleanfing ourfelves from all filthinefs .of flefh and fpigit, as it 
preferves a// our graces awake, by keeping them in continual 
exercife, And left the Corinthians fhould imagine that the Apoftte 
was fevere, on the one hand in calling them who were faved hy 
grace, to fo much doing, yea, /uffering, as this neceflarily required, 
even to a daily: /e/f crucifixion and mortification, he ufes the mo 
endearing appellation, ‘“ dearly beloved: ” as if he had faid, * I 
would not have ought enjoined you but what is abfolutely for your- 
“Arh : "advantage, _ 
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aevantage, and*yeffential to your prefent .and_ eternal. welfare,” 
And lett they fhould, on the other hand, be difcou.aged through a 
fenfe of their own inability, he reminds them of the promifes of 
that Ged, who was faithful to his word; and in which they were 
particularly. interefted, as all that he had made was theirs in Chrift 
efus, and in him Yea, and AMEN. am 

_ The advice thus enforced, upon.the Corinthians, is. alfo, left 
upon record for our admonition, who are partakers of like precious 
aith: we fhall therefore endeavour to confider, 

_ 1. The end the apoftle. has in view, viz. our perfeGtion in 
holinefs. : ' 
__ II, The means he recommends us to ufe, that.we may effeiu. 
ally, and {peedily attain that noble end, fo much defired by alt 
real believers : fo to live inthe fear of God,.as to-cleanfe ourfelyes 
from all filthinefs of flefh and fpirit.._ - ote’ 

. III, The argument -he ules, at once to enforce the duty, and 
encourage thle who are called to the performance of it: ‘* haying 
thefe promifes, dearly beloved,” &c. .. .. ia 
- I, We are to confider the end. which the Apoftle had in view, 
even our perfeétion in holinefs. An end this, which, in its nature 
and effeéts, is at once fo pleafing to Ged and profitable to man, 
that one. would be:led to imagine; none who defired the glory. of 
the-one or_the felicity of the other, could poffibly. objeto ; fince 
it is utterly impoffible, that thefe two grand ends of man’s creation 
and redemption fhould be anfwered any other way, or in any higher 
degree than as man attains to this! Igo etheat ices ant pets 
_. Therefore we need no greater evidence of the depravity and 
blindnefs of fallen man,.than his wonderful averfion to and. objec- 
tions againft this... Infomuch, that holinefs, our holinefs, porfinal 
holinefs, perfection in holinels, our. peaetlagn in holinefs, is almoft 
every where. {poken againft! and is fuffered to come out of the lips. 
of few af thofe, who would be counted orthodox diyines!. And all 
who. /o {peak, and /o enforce, are confidered-as enemies to.the 
Gofpel of Chrift! _. . ; 


.. Be it fo. If.this becto be vile, I truft there. em eee Aare: 
be found, fuch friends to God: and man, as will be bold enough:to 


declare as upon the, houfe tops, that God, in fending his Son to 


vifit man,, defigned to *‘ deliver. him from.his enemies, that he 
inight ferve him without fear, in holinefs and righteoufnels before 
him, all the days of his lite.’ PRE IRR BIO 40” 
_ But to return: -1ft. What is holinefs? .1. Inward holinefs is 
the love of God and of man, for the Lord’s fake, fhed. abroad im 
the heart, producing lowlinefs, meeknefs, patience, long-fuffering, 
kindnefs, compaffion, tender-heartednels, forgivenefs, content, and 
every other grace of the Spirit, againft which there is.no law. 
Gal. v.23.) 2. Outward holinefs. is. that regularity of conde’; 


+ 


* 


: . whereby we manifeft ¢hzs inward.difpofition, (1!) By our obeds- 
vence to ali the commandments of God. (2-) By walking in aid 
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his ordinances blamelefs. This, as it relates to God. Again, = 
it relates to our. fellow-creatures, it is all that conduét, which is 
confiftent with juftiee, mercy, and truth : or, whereby we do unto 
all men, as we would they fhould do unto us, thereby manifefting 
that we love them as ourfelves. Laftly, when we fpeak of it, as 
it refpe&ls ourfelves, it is that due government of all our appetites, 
fenfes, and members, whereby they become inftruments of righte- ; 
eufnefs unto holinefs ; and it fhews, that fin does not reign in our 
mortal bodies, that we fhould obey it in the lufts thereof. ' 
odly. What is perfefling holinefs? It is ¢his work of regenera- 
tion going on in the foul of the believer: or, as St. Peter obferves,. 
itis growing in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jefus Chrift;” or, as St. Paul words it, “ growing up 
into him, who is*our diving Head, in all things.” ; 
gdly. What is perfeétion in holinefs ? It is that little leaven fo. 
leavening the whole lump, as to change it into its own nature: or 
being fo made perfe&t in love, as to find all tormenting fear café 
eut: or, our having fo = off the old, and put on the new man, 
as to be created in righteoufnefs and holinefs after the image of 
him who did create us: or, to have Chrift to be all in all: to the 
foul. 

Whoever attains to thefe, arrives at perfe& holinefs, or perfec 
tion in holinefs, or the end our Apoftle has here in view. And it 
fhould never be forgot, 1. That this work is already begun im 
every believer: that 1s, he has m him the feeds of holinefs: and 
that zo man can be a Chriftian believer, who: is deftitute of the 
love of God and man. For in Chrift Jefus, neither circumcifion 
avafleth any thing, nor uncircumcifion, but a new creature: but 
faith working by love. 2. That this holinefs is: ours, ts in us. 
We per/onally are the fubjeGs of it; do a@uady poflefs and enjoy 
it; aré the men and women who prattife it. “Were it not fo, to 
what purpofe could we be called to examine ourfelves, whether 
Chrift be in us? and by this to determirie upon our‘being approved. , 
of or rejeéied by God? “ Know ye not your ownfelves, that 
Chrift is in you, except ye be reprobates? If any man have not 
the Spirit ot Chrift, he is none of his. Flive not, but Chrift 
liveth in me.” Indeed, it is as unneceflary, as it would be end- 
lefs,.to produce all the paflages which concur in this teftimony, | 
that whatever holinefs there is with, or pertaining to-us, is ours, 
though not Jrom our/elves ; yet, it is im us. AOR 

Nor is it lefs evident, that it muft be praétifed by us, if we 
would approve ourfelves fuch believers, as the Bible reprefents ; or 
fuch people of God, as fhall be approved of by him, either here or — 
hereafter. So faith the Apoftle, * Shall we continue in fin, that 
grace may abound? God forbid!” He detefts the vile fuppofition, 
that believers were to live unholy, and proceeds to confute it thus; 
‘« Know ye not,” as.if he had faid, I appeal to your own confci-- 
_ ances for the truth of what I affert, “ that as many of us as were 
baptized into Jefus Chrift, wer€ baptized into his death? ‘Theres 
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More we are buried with him by baptifm into death: that like as 
brift was raifed up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even fo’ we alfo fhould walk in newnefs of life: knowing this, that 
our old man is crucified with him, that the body of fin might be 
aeftroyed, that henceforth we fhould. not ferve fin ;” No, nor fuller 
it to reign in our mortal body, to obey it in the luts thereof.” 
So runs the whole fcope of the fixth chapter to the Romans, and- 
toncludes, ‘‘ Now being made free from fin, and become fervants 
of God, ye have your Se unto holinefs, and the end everlafting 
life: a plain proof, that the Apoftle is not {peaking in the 7th 
chapter of a Chriftian believer, but of an awakened man ftrugglin 
and groaning for that freedom enjoyed by the believer, as it is 
@efcribed in the 6th and 8th chapters, and in every other place 
where the apoftle fpeaks of the fruits of juftification, 

And it is equally clear, that we fhould poffefs and pra@ife 
holinefs, if we would be the people whom God. will approve of, 
either here or hereafter. Therefore he faith, “* Be ye holy, for I 
am holy.” ‘* God hath not called you, (fays St, Paul,) unto 
uncleannefs, but unto holinefs.”” And to thefe Corinthians, that 
they might enjoy the Divine Prefence and approbation, the Lord 
faith by his Apoftle, “ come out from among{t them, and be ye 
feparate, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you: 
I will be unto you a Father, yea, I wiil dwell in you, and walkin 

ou, and be unto you a God, and ye fhall be my people.” As if 
i had faid, “‘ I have given you my promifes, that you maygcleanfe 
yourfelves from all filthinefs, and perfe€t yourfelves in holinefs : 
in that holinefs, which becomes my houfe; for ye are my Temple; 
m that holinefs, without which no man fhall fee me here, or here- 
after. Therefore thus prepare yourfelves for the enjoyment of me 
in that glory, which is prepared for you: through that fear, whereby 


~ you difcover you have a godly reverence, and with to be found an 


acceptable people at the appearing of the Lord Jefus!” _ 
_ And thus we are led to the confideration of our next propos 
fition, viz. 

II. The means which the apoftle recommends us to ufe, that 
we may effe€tually and fpeedily attain this noble end, fo much . 


5 defired by all rea believers. Yor it feems unnatural to fuppofe, 


& 
a! 


that we could poffefs the fpirit and live in the pra€tice of holinefs, 


; and not be earneftly defirous to perfeéé ourfelves in it: efpecially, 


as we cannot but be fenfible, how infeparably conneéted our happi- 


nels is with our holinefs. 


But we fhall find no means, which will more effe€tually and 


{peedily anfwer this end, than thofe which are here propofed. 


No, it 1s the negle& of them, which occafions fo much complain- 


- ingin our ftreets, of prevailing-corruptions, lifelefs duties, a diftant 
God, &c. But let us underftand, and fteadily reduce thefe means 


to praétice, and we fhall not know when draught cometh; butbe 


@sa garden which the Lord doth blefs; yea, as a {pring whofe 
asin) 2 ok Net dae, ee a 


waters 


ed 
£ 
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waters fail not: that is, if we fo walk in the fear of God, as to 


-cleanfeourfelves from all-filthinefs of flefh and fpirit. diate 
4. “In the fear of God:” Not a tormenting dread of his 
vindiGtive juftice, as if he were an unmerciful and implacable 
matter. No, this kind of fear poffeffes the fpirit of a flave. But 
‘the believer is a fon, and has a confcioufnefs of his relation to God, 
with affeétions fuited to the nature of that relation, viz. a holy awe, 
a reverential dread, a filial loving fear. Therefore he fanétifies 
the Lord in his heart, and fets- him always before his eyes. The 
language of his ‘foul is, “« Thou God feeft me.” And thus be finds 
grace to ferve the Lord acceptably, and with deep refpeét, as oné 
‘whom he loves, and in all things wifhes to’ pleafe, being fenfible 
how much his ‘own felicity depends upon the Divine Approba+ 
tion. In this temper of mind-he carefully performs whatfoever he 
‘takes in hand, civil or religious, doing’with delight whatever his 
heavenly Father commands. Nor are any of the divine precepts, 
however contrary to the inclinations of nature, grievous unto him 
who loves his Lawgiver. And thus his feet “in fwift obedience 
‘move;” yea, he runs in the way of his Father’s commands, with 
great delight. Nor is he lefs attentive to the divine ordinances, 
teeing that in thefe he holds a nearer converfe with him, who 
«meets fuch as rejoice, and work righteoufnels, and thus remem-, 
ber him in their ways.” Through thefe lattices the Lord makes 
more fult difcoveries of himfelf, and gives clearer affurances of hié 
approbation of tlie foul, which fo waiting upon him, feels a daily 
renewal of its ftrength, and is animated to run ‘without wearinefs 
‘and to walk without fainting. "The believing foul, thus continu. 
ing to behold, in the mirror of the Gofpel, the glory of ‘God, is 
‘changed into the fame image, from glory’ to glory, i. e. (from one 
‘degree of grace unto another) as by the Spirit of the Lord; whe 
is, as it were, drawing the Divine refemblance upon the foul {6 
engaged with and devoted to himfelf; and which, by the ufe ‘of 
thefe means, finds ‘how effectually and fwiftly itis perfeéting holi- 
nefs in the fear of God. Nor can it be doubted, but fuch ‘as ‘walk 
by’ this rule, fhall foon ative at perfettion in holinefs, becaufe 
they “walk in the light’as he is in the light,” have fellowfhip oné 
with another, and the Blood of Jefus Chrift cléeanfeth them from 


call fin; ” who do not’ hide, but own. their every defeét, and fo 


prove him * faithful and juft to forgive them ‘their “fins, ‘and to 
icléanfe them from @f/ unrighteoufnefs, ho iw Pelee ge 


Such, we may be affured, are ftrengthened With ‘might by the. | 


Spirit in the inward man. In thei hearts “Chrift dwells by ‘faith 

by fimple dependance upon him alone for’ all they want or with, 
And none are in a more likely way; to’ comprehend with all 
faints, what is that height, and depth, and length, and breadth of 
the love of God ;”’ or to “ know that love of ‘Chrift, which paffeth 
‘knowledge, and be filled with all the fulnefs of God.” ‘Efpecially 

$f in’ this fenfe:there be an Interpreter, who-will fully explain the 
way ot God, and thew that this degree of falvation, is alfo by faith s 

and — 
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“and that only unbelief can hinder fuch believers from now entér- 
“ing into this reft, which here remains for the people of God; even 
for all thofe, of whom the Saviour has faid, “ If aman love me, he 
will keep my words, and my Father will love him, and we will 
come unto him, and make our abode with him.” But more of 
this hereafter. ; . 

And how much more is this’ likely to be’ effe€tual and {peedy, 
when we confider, 2. How this fear promotes the cleanfing of our 
fouls from adi filthinefs of flefh.and fpirit. By filthinefs of the 
flefh, I underftand, whatever defilement has been occafioned by 
‘any of our natural appetites, or by the exercifeof any of ourmem- 
“pers or fenfes; which however unobferved by the greater part of 
profeffors, {perhaps from a falfe notion of falvation through faith 
alone) yet has no’ {mall influence upon us, fo as exceedingly to 
hinder the work of holinefs. . Filthinefs of fpirit, l apprehend, 
Ancludes ‘all improper indulgence of our. natural affeétions or 
aempers, together with the remaining tmpurity of nature, which w 
found in believers, while they are only babes in Chritt. Na 


[To be concluded in our next.] . . 


os 
. 


The FALL and DEATH of Archbifhop CRANMER.  * 


a UEEN MARY lad no fooner afcended the throne of Eng 
Q land, than all the horrors of a bloody fuperftition began to 
threaten’the Proteftant part of the nation, Many_of them forefees 
-ing»the ftorm, prudently fled for refuge: to their brethren in 
~Germany, while great. numbers, in different parts of the kingdom, 
“called of God to bear witnefs to the truth, refifted unto blood, and 
glorioully obtained the crown of martyrdom. Amongft thefe were 
athe .venerable names of. Latimer, Philpot, Ridley, Bradford, 
‘Hooper, Rogers, and Taylor; men whole faith and piety-would 
hhave diftinguifhed-them in the primitive times. 
«. As Cranmer had taken a principal part in- the Reformation in 
England, the enemies of God and his truth, ‘had early marked -him 
out. as a viétim, whom they were determined. to facrifice. . Mary 
‘alcended. the throne July '6,..1553. Cranmer was immediately 


committed to the Tower. In the enfuing Parliament he was 


attainted, and at. Guildhall found, guilty-of -high-treafon ! And im 
order to complete: their vengeance, he was formerly condemned 
at Oxford, as am heretic,on April 3, 1554- The following pathetic 
and interefting account of the fubfequent fall and-death:of - this 
Reformer, is: taken’ from’ Mr, Gilpin’s Life of Cranmer, a work 

which is written with great accuracy and clegarice. ee 
. » ‘The whole rage of the Popith party feemed to be centered 
againft this upright man. His foul they had damned ; his. body 
they -were determined to burn; and to complete. their triumph, 


they wanted only to blaf :his reputation., With this yiew, thofe 
wana ypan sn put in praétice againft him, which facceeded, 


alas ! 
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alas! too- well. From the time of his condemnation, the beha- 
viour of the Popifh party towards him was totally changed, Every 
one who now approached him, put on an air of civility and refpe€t. 
Elegant entertainments were made for him: and. no liberty or 
indulgence which be could defire was denied. In the midit of 
thefe amufements he was given to underftand, that the queen was 
difpofed to fave him: that if he would only conform to the prefent 
changes in religion, he might, if he pleafed, affume his former 
dignity ;—or if he declined that, he might enjoy a liberal penfion 
an fetirement. 

€ranmer, who was fufficiently armed againft the utmoft ragé 
and malice of his open enemies, was drawn afide by the delufions 
of his falfe friends. A paper was offered him, in_an evil hour, 
importing his affent to the tenets of Popery, his. refolutions gave 
way, and hé figned+he fatal {nare. 

Erasmét’s recantation was received by the Popifh party with 
joy beyond expreffion. It was immediately printed and publifhed, 
and their cruel work wanting now only its laft fnifhing ftroke, a 
warrant was expedited for his execution, as foon as poflible : 
while he himfelf was yet kept ignorant of it. = 

The zeal of his friends would obliterate this ftain from his 
_ memory, and. their benevolence has contrived many an apology; 
but no apology could vindicate him to himfelf.. In his own 
judgment he was fully convifted. Inftead of that joy which gives 
ferenity tothe dying martyr, his breaft was a devoted prey to corte 
trition and woe. He had never till new felt the power of his 
enemies: ftung with remorfe and horror, at what he had done, he 
¢onfumed his days and nights in anguifh. ‘ I have denied the 
** faith: I have pierced myfelf through with many forrows,” 
were the melancholy thoughts, which took poffeffion of his mind; 
and rung tn his ears a conftant alarm. Ther would recur, in a 
full tide of compunétion, the aggravating thoughts, that he, who | 
had been chiefly inftramental in bringing inthe true faith, fhould 
be amongifl thofe who had deferted it ;—that he who had been fo. 
tong the leader of others, fhould have fet them fo dreadful an. 
example;—and that he who had been always looked up to with | 
slp fhould at length be loft, and abandoned among the herd of 
hypocrites. 

_ Overwhelmed. with grief and perplexity, whichever way he — 
turned his eyes, he faw no ray of comfort left. To perfeverein - 
his recantation was an unfupportable thought: to retra@ it was 
fcarce poffible. - 

He had yet received no intimation of his death; though it was 
now the goth of March, 1556; and by the purport of the warrant,’ 
he was to be executed the next day, “That evening Dr. Cole, one 
of the heads of the Popifh party, came to him; and from the infi- 
dious and ambiguous difcourfe of this perfon, he had the firft 
Yntimation, though yet ne dire& one, of what his enemies intended, 
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After Cole had left him; he fpent the remaining part of the 
evening in drawing up a repentant fpeech, together with a full 
confeffion of his apoflacy; refolving to take the firft opportunity 
to fpeak, gr publifh it; which he fuppofed, indeed, the ftake would 
firit give him. But beyond his expeétation a better was afforded. 
It was intended, that he fhould be carried immediately from prifon 
to the flake; where a fermon was to be preached. But the morn- 

_ ing of the appointed day being wet and flormy, the ceremony was 
_. performed under cover. 
About nine o'clock, Lord Williams of Thame, attended by the . 
magiftrates of Oxford, received him at the prifon gate; and con- 
veyed him to St. Mary’s church; where he found a crowded 
audience waiting for him. He was conduéted to an elevated 
place, in public view, oppofite to the pulpit. He had fcarce time 
to refle& a moment on the dreadful feene, which he faw preparing 
‘for him, when the Vice-chancellor, and heads of houfes, with a 
numerous train of doftors and profeffors, entered the church. 
Amongit whom was Dr. Cole, who paying his refpeéls to the 
Vice-chancellor, afcended the pulpit, ~ 
After a proper preface, Cole fhewed the reafons why it was 
thought neceflary to put the unhappy perfon before them to death, 
notwithfianding his recantation. On this head he dwelt largely, 
and faid full as much, as fo bad a caufe could be fuppofed to: bear. 
Then turning to his audience, he very pathetically exhorted then 
to fear God, and tremble; taking the example before their eyes, 
of the inftability of all human things; and of the great duty of 
- holding faft their profeffion without wavering. This venerable 
man, faid he, once a peer, a privy counfellor, an archbifhop, “nd 

the fecond perfon in the realm, renounced the faith, and is now 
_ fallen below the loweft. , {Fae 

‘He addreffed himfelf laft to the degraded primate himfelf. He 
condoled with him “in his prefent calamitous eircumflances, and 
exhorted him to fupport with fortitude his laft worldly trial. — 

Cranmer’s behaviour during this difcourfe cannot be better 
 deferibed, than in the words of a perfon prefent; who, though a 
_ Papift, feems to have been a very impartial fpeétator. — rstnas 
“ It is doleful, fays he, to defcribe his bebaviour; his forrowful 
_ €ountenance, his heavy chear ; his face bedewed with tears ; fome- 
times lifting up his eyes to heaven in hope; fometimes -calting — 
- them down to the earth for fhame. To be brief, he was an image 
_ of forrow. The dolour of his heart burft out continually at his ica 
a: 
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_ in gufhes of tears: yet he retained ever a quiet, and grave beha 

_ viour; which increafed the pity in men’s hearts, who unfeign- 

- edly loved ‘him, hoping it‘had been his repentance for his tranf- 
ag pes fees ape 

_ The preacher having concluded his fermon, turned round to the 
whole audience; and with an air of great dignity, defired all; who . 
were prefent, to join with him in filent prayer for the unhappy 
man. before them. A folemn ftillnefs enfued. Every eye, and 


every 
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every hand were inftantly lifted ap to heaven. Some minutes 


having been {pent .in this. affecting manner, the degraded primate _ 


who had alfo fallen on his knees, arofe in all the dignity of forrow; 
and-thus addreffed his audience. ut 
_ “JT had myfelf intended to have defired your prayers. My. 
defires have-been anticipated ; and I return you, all thata dying 
man can give, my fincereft thanks——To_ your prayers for me, les 
me add my own.” He then with great fervour of devotion, broke 
out into this pathetic exclamation. a3 
. O Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, have mercy on me, a mife- 
rable finner! I who have offended heaven more grieyoufly than 
tongue can exprefs, whither fhall I fly for fuccour ? On earth alk 
refuge fails me. Towards heaven I am afhamed. to lift my. 
eyes.—What fhall I then do? Shall I defpair?---God forbid { 
O good God, thou art merciful, and-refufeft none that come to 
thee for fuccour., To thee therefore I fly.. Before thee I humble 
myfelf.---My fins are. great; have mercy upon me! O bleffed 
Redeemer, accept.a penitent heart, though ftained with the fouleft 
offences. Have mercy upon me, O God, whofe property is always 
to have mercy. ~ My fins ‘are great, but thy mercy is ftill greater. 
aa Lord, for Chrift’s fake, hear me !—hear me, moft gracious 
d i cha 


. While he thus prayed. the people {pontaneoufly caught the fer 


vour, and joined audibly with him. The whole fcene was highly 
folemn and affe&ting. -Having concluded his prayer, he arofe 
from his knees ;_, and taking a paper from his bofom, continued 
his fpeech to this effeét: .. sil +» Gadhia 

- “It is now, my brethren, no time to diffemble;, I ftand upon 
the.yerge of life !—A vaft Eternity is before me.—What my, fears 
are, or what my hopes, it matters not here to.unfold. For one 


aGtion ‘of my life at leaft, I anyaccountable to the world.—My late - 


fhameful fub{criptions to opinions, which are wholly oppofite to 
my real fentiments, Before this congregation I folemnly declare, 
that the fear of death alone induced me to that ignominious aétion; 
y—that.it hath coft, me many bitter tears ;---that in my heart I totally 
ee the Pope, and the dofirines of the Church of Romie«:-and 
pe ee : SP ad PORE INES:  t8 
. Ashe was continuing his fpeech, the whole aflembly was in an 
uproar. Lord Williams gave. the firft impulfe to the tumult; 
** Stop the audacious heretic!” On which feveral priefts and 
friars, rufhing from different parts of the church, with great eager- 
ne{s feized him.; pulled him from his feat; dragged. him into the 
ftreet ; and. with much indecent. precipitation, hurried him to the 

flake, which. was already prepared. Executioners were on t 
fpot, who fecuring hitn with a chain, piled the faggots in order 
BOM Dims te dertee: very sh bi ell tages vile aie alia eee 
_As he ftood thus, with all the horrid apparatus. of death abou 
im, amidft taunts, revilings, and execrations, he alane maintainec 
a difpaffionate behaviour, “Having now difcharged his confcienee, 
a ps 
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his mind grew lighter; and he feemed to feel even in thofe cirs 
cumftances, an inward fatisfa@tion, to which he had long been a 
firanger: His countenance was not fixed, as before, in abjeét 
forrow, on the ground; he looked round him with.eyes full of 
fweetnefs and benignity, as if at peace with all the world. 

A torch being put to the pile, he was prefently involved in a 
burft of fmoke, and crackling flame: but on the fide next the 
wind, he was diftinétly feen before the fire reached him, to thruft 
his right-hand into it, and to hold it there with aftonifhing firmnefs, 
erying out “ This hand hath offended! This hand hath offended !"* 
——wWhen we fee haman nature ftruggling fo nobly with fuch 
uncommon fufferings, it is a pleafing refleftion, that through the 
affiftance of God, the mind of man may be fupported under fuch 
trials, as are far beyond its own ftrength. 

His fufferings were foon over. The fire rifing intenfely around 
him, and a thick fmoke involving him; it was fuppofed he was 
open dead. His patience in his torment (fays the author that 

have juft before quoted) and his courage in dying, if it had been’ 
in teftimony of truth, as it was of falfehood, I fhould worthily 
have commended; and have matched it with the fame of any 
father of ancient time.” This teftimony coming from fuch aw 
enemy, gives us a noble idea of the end of this great mans 

LONDON, F 
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: Tur. THREE PRINCIPLES: 

i BE regenerated man, who is created anew after the image of 
God, that is, in the image of the Father; Son, and Holy 
Spirit, feels in himfelf three prenciples of a€tivity: Virft,a prin< 
ciple of Lire, which he hath in common with all other Animals + 


~ Second, a principle of INTELLIGENCE, which he hath in common 


with Devils: And Third, a principle of Love, which he hath 
in’common with holy Angels. Thefe three principles replaced in 
their natural order, and purified by Grace, contftitute what the 
facred writers call the new Creature. The Firf, the moft radical, 
the moft central of the three Principles, from whence the other 
two proceeds, is particularly the Image of the Farnnr: The 
Second, which flows from the Firft, is particularly the Image of 
the Son: And the Third, which proceeds from the other two, 
with which it harmonizes, though always perfeétly defunct, is pars 
ticularly the Image of the Hoty Guost, the Comforter, who is 
a Spirit of Love, of Peace, of Joy, and of Perfeétion, and who by 
his holy prefence, accomplifhes the myftery of Piety in the fouls 
of thofe who are baptized with Fire, in the Name and Power of 
the Father, of the Sou, and of the Hply Spirit. ©. «4 = 
_! -Thefe three Principles refiding at orice in a Soul, of which they 


_ ompofe' the Effence, one of them’ may operate with ‘vigour, 
ai ike ee Se Oe when | 
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when the other two remain inaftive: As in thofe vifionary diftrac4 
tions, which we call dreams, and when a pious perfon is ftrack 
with an apoplexy, his Intelle@ and his Will ceafle to a&; or if 
feized with a burning fever, though bis Inrelleéts may be deranged, 
his Love appears always a€tive: ‘In his delirium he prays, he 
preaches, and endeavours the performance of good works. Ina 
perfon compleatly renewed in the Image of Jefus Chrift, thefe 
three principles are always in perfeét harmony; for true wi/dom, 
and pure Love, ceafelefsly flow from what St. Paul calls the Life of 
God. Thus in God, the Word and the Holy Spirit are always in 
the Father, as the Father is always in each of the other two. If 
this union be confidered, it will be no way furprizing that, in the 
Holy Scriptures, the Father, the Word, and the Devine Spirit, 
are equally named Gob, as only making one and the fame 
JEHOVAH. ; ves Kinae 

The miftery of the incarnation did not annihilate the divinity of 
the Word; we owe divine honours to the Son of Mary, becaufe 
the Word united himfelf with his fool in a manner the moft inti- 
mate, and becaufe:* it pleafed the ever bleffed God, that in Jefus 
Chrift fhould dwell all the fullnefs of the Godhead bodily:” in 
‘order that in the kingdom of Grace, a plenitude of Life, of 
Wifdom and of Love fhould refide in Chrift eee i. 19, and ji. 9.) 
as in the kingdom of nature, a plenitude of vivifying energy, of 
light and of heat, refides in the fun. a 

“But I do not fee, (fays a philofopher,) how the Word, who was 
from all eternity with the Father, could be at one and the fame 
time in heaven and on earth; inthe bofom of the Father, and in 
the child Jefus.” : 

There are many other things which you do not underftand, 
which are neverthelefs true. You do not comprehend how. your 
Father communicated to you life, and the power of thought and 
reafoning : You do not underftard how the luftre of the fun, can 
_ be at one and the fame time in the whole atmofphere, and in your 
eyes. For my part, I cannot conceive in what manner my foul 
ean make its wrd/, (to fpeak fo, ) incarnate with my dand, fo as to 
move it at pleafure; fince the fame union does not fubfift between 
my wzlland my ears: If I cannot fathom this litle miftery of my. 
Being, fhall I be furprized if there are depths inthe Supreme 
Being, which I cannot fathom ? 4 7. 

A favage, who hath no knowledge of pen, ink and paper, carries 
the will of his mafter fealed ina letter. This to him is an-impe~— 
netrable miftery, which aftonifhes his reafon. We> fhall ceafe to. 
be furprized, when we emerge trom the deep gulphs of our igno~ - 
range. There wii! come a ume, perhaps, when the Savages of the 
moral world, fhall be fo far enlightened by the Gofpel, as to com- 

rehend how the Almighty could. unite his eternal’ Word to the 

fpotlefs Soul of Mary’s Son, as we can'now underftand how men 
can commit their thoughts to paper, and tranfmit them to future, 
pagans, ee . “To oir tn fee | 
| “But 
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_ __ “ But why did not God explain to.us the whole miftery ?”—— 
_ Such a queftion is worthy of the Savage, who might demand, 
‘Why did not my mafter unfold to me all the miftery of the fealed 
paper, which contained his will? Here is an anfwer to fucha 
queftion: God will not fatisfy our curiofity; firft, becanfe he 
requires of us the obedience of Fatth, and not the impertinences of 
pride; and fecondly, becaufe he wills man to make ufe of a method 
for his reftoration, oppofed to that which lof him his perfe@tion 
and blifs. Is it not reafonable, that a Being who involved himfelf 
in ruin, through de/eving the Father of lies, thould reftore him- 
felf, by believing the Gop or TrutH? The firft man hazarded 
his felicity upon the declaration of the Tempter; and ought we 
not to hazard our mifery upon a hundred declarations of the 
Redeemer ? Do we not daily fee, fick perfons put their life into 
the hands of a phyfician, who is almoft, yea, fometimes, altogether 
unknown to them ? ; 
* But I would not truft to a phyfician, of which you {peak : he 
_ fhould not be a Quack.” I anfwer, that if you do not fuffici- 
ently feel your fins and miferies, fo as to impel you to run the 
rifk, you cannot believe in Jefus Chrifl; becaufe he came not to 
call the righteous but finners to repentance. .He-comforteth not 
thofe who are at eafe, but thofe who are weary and heavy laden. 
Neverthelefs the time will come, when, if you harden not your 
heart, you fhall feel your danger and difeafe: When you fhall be 
as much charmed with fubmiffion to Jefus Chrift, as Naaman, the 
leprous General, was in fubmitting to the venerable Prophet ; 
when you fhall feel, that in order to. find health of foul and a 
foretafle of eternal life, you muf& know the only true God, and 
Jefus Chrift whom he hath fent, (John xvii. 3.) For regeneration, 
without which. none can fee the kingdom of heaven,,is nothing 
more than the re-eftablifhing of the foul in that happy itate, when 
_ impreffed ‘with the image of God, fhe has not only the L7/e of the 
Father, as ber principle of life, but alfo the Light .of the Son, ta 
illuminate her underftanding, and the Love of the Holy Spirit, ta 
regulate her will. 
"It is very evident, that Lire flows emanantly from the FATHER, 
 Licut from the Son, and Divine Love from the Holy Spirit, 
- if we confult the three following quotations, John vi. 57, John 
i.g, Rom.v.5. To reject, the Son and the Holy Spirit, when 
the Gofpel is preaclied, is to rel contented with a life altogether 
 defetive, a life not perfe&ed. by the living light of Grace, and 
the fweetnefs of love: fuch is the life of Devils, of infidels, and 
: prov arifees. got ' x 04 i 
; of p oa from the French of Mr. Fletcher, by Mr, Martindale.] 
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: The Existence and EmpLoyMent of the holy A NGELS. 
Pic HUT up in this world of matter, we might be apt to imagine, 
4) there are-na creatures of a acer and condition diffsrent from, 
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cour own. But we are informed, upon the beft authority, that there _ 


are creatures of a very different nature and condition. Angels are 
fpirits. Not formed of the fame grofs materials, they ate free 
from the inconveniences we feel, the temptations and fufferings 
to which we are fubje@. Their appearance 1s glorious. as the 
Light:of heaven, and their motion, like that, rapid, and, as it. were, 
jnfantaneous. Pure and aétive as the moft pure and attive 
. elements with which we are acquainted, light and fire ; ftrangers 


equally to fin and forrow; they live evermore in the prefence of 


God, and-enjoy all the felicity, which that prefence can befiow $ 
exprefling continually their fenfe of fuch felicity, in hymns of 
praife before the throne. © This is the fam and fubftance-of the 
many defcriptions to be met with in facred writ. The contem- 


plation of. fo many excellent and happy beings opens our under= . 


ftandings, and enlarges our conceptions of the CREATOR’s Power 
and Goodnefis. es. 
- © But if we ourfelves are miferable, what benefit, (it will be 
afked,) can refult to us from contemplating the happinefs of others? 
Will. not our mifery be rather aggravated than alleviated by it? 
We do not ceafe to be wretched upon earth, becayfe the angels 
are otherwife in heaven.” 5 
Redeemed. by the Son of God, leave off, O man, to complain, 
Wait but for a little while in’ faith and patience, and their happi- 
nefs fhall be yours. : The Redeemer himfelf has faid {and fhall he 
not perform it ?) that, at the refurre€tion, we fhall become * like 
the angels of God.” - Is not the cafe then greatly altered ? Is there 
no pleafure in contemplating a felicity, the model after which our 
own will be formed and fafhioned ? Surely it is the very conlidere 
ation, which, above all others, fhould caufe us to forget our 
uneafinefs, and remember our mifery no more. Angels aré 
glorious and happy Beings, and we fhall be fo too! They are 
age becaufe they are pure; and we muft be therefore pure, 
in order to be glorigus. The mifery compliined of is the furnace, 
in which we are to be made pure, that duft and afhes may be 
changed into tranfparent glafs. ‘ Purge away the drofs,” (fays 
the wife man) and a veffel fhall come forth for the finer.”. Our 
evil tempers and affe€tions are that drofs.. With them we cannot 
¢nter into the kingdom of God; nor fhould find any happinefs 
here, if we couldenter. They muft be feparated, and left behind, 
Severe trials, very fevere trials, are often neceflary to feparate 
them, and are fent for that purpofe.. When the metal is fubborn, 
oals of fire, for the moft falutary *purpofe, are’ heaped 1 pon it’s 
ead. The Son of God is with his faithful fervants in the furnace, 
and will bring them fafely out ;' when, transformed to angels, they 


thal fing the fong of the redeemed; ‘¢ It is good for us, that we 


have been afflifted.”? 


+e 


tPiaw 


fo their Almighty Creator,’ Their felicity does not. confitt 
com mos & “5 BA Wea freedom 


From the nature and condition of angels, let us advert, to that 
perfect fervice, that ready arid: unlimited obedience, by them paid — 
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freedom and independence. An attempt was once made by fome 
_ of them to attain it. ‘ There was war even in heaven,” on that 
_ account: but Michael prevailed, and the dragon was caft out, 
The angels that fell, fell by rebellion; they who kept their fation, 
kept it by obedience, and are thus addrefled by the pfalmift: “ Ye 
angels of his, ye that excel in ftrength, ye that fulfil his commands 
ment, hearkening to the voice of his words.” Like the lightnings, 
which fay, “* Here we are,” they are reprefented as waiting betore 
the throne,, ready, at the divine command, to fly to the extremities - 
of the univerfe. Inftead of ufing feditious language againft their 
fovereign, we find Michael the archangel, * no: bringing a railing — 
accufation” againft the great adverfary him{elf, but mildly faying, 
** The Lord rebuke thee! ”—A circumflance much to be regarded, 
by all who have the misfortune to be engiged in difputes. Not 
are the angels more exaét in loyalty to their king, than in prefers 
ving due fabordination in their feveral ranks, and under their 
tefpettive leaders; without which, peace could not be in heaven, 
_ any more than on earth. 
We do not indeed ftand in the immediate prefence, or receive 
our orders at once from the throne: but the Scriptures convey 
“them, and, by bis gracious Spirit, ‘* God is in the midft of us;” 
we likewife may ‘* fulfil his commandment, by hearkening to the 
voice of his word.” Had we but a due re[peé to the example fet 
us by the angels, we fhould not be fo carelefs, as we: are, about. 
knowing what the will of the Lord is; much lefs fhould we be 
averfe from knowing it, becaufe averfe trom doing it. Angels are - 
ever on the watch; eager to do it, and therefore eager to know it. 
We fhould not prefume to determine which precepts we may 
obferve, and which we may negieét :—the obedience of an angel 
fs univerfa!. We fhould not put off our duty from day to day te. 
the obedience of an angel is prompt and ready.. We thould per- 
form it, not asa tafk, but as a pleafure :---the obedience of an 
angel is hearty and fervent; it is his delight, becaufe he loves 
God: it would be. ours, if we loved God, in the fame degree. 
To love, no commandments are grievous. The difficuliies remain 
as they were; but the motive overcomes them with eafe. The | 
contett, at firfl, among angelic {pirits jn heaven, and fince, among _ 
the children of Adam, through all their fucceflive generations, 
ppon earth, has been, in reality, a contelt between pride and loves 
‘The fucce{s and termination of it may direét us where to choofe . 
eur.party. Pride, as difplayed in the rebellion of Lucifer, threw 
angels from the height of heaven, into the bottomlefs pit: love, 
as manifefted in the obedience of Chrift, exalted man, from the 
aun, to the thrones of angels, im Rdavenss al ; ; 
. This leads us to. confider, the benevolence and charity of the 
holy angels ; the love they: have always fhewn for man, and the. 
_. fervices by them rendered to him, ~ And here a fcene opens, 
| worthy of all admiration, gratitude, and praife. For never do 
fe blelfed fpizits obey with greater delight the. ee 
s ie aoe 
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their Maker, than when mankind is the fubjeé& of thofe commands § 
fo deeply, from the beginning, have they iaterefted themfelves in 
our welfare. oo pas 
- When the world was created, and man put in poffeffion of it, 
thefe ‘ morning’ ftars fang together, and the fons of God fhouted 
for joy.” Angels accompanied. thofe fervants of the moft: High, 
the ancient patriarchs, during the courfe of their pilgrimage. | By 
angels was the law given on Sinai; by them were the armies of 
Ifrae} dire&ted, on their march through the wildernefs, protefted 
after their eftablifhment in Canaan, and their enemies difcomfited. 
By them was the Saviour proclaimed, on the night in which he 
was born; comforted, after his temptation ; ftrengthened, in his 
paffion; teftified of, at his refurreétion; attended, at his afcen- 
fion. They fhall again attend him, on his return to Judgment, 
ather together his elect from the four winds, and celebrate his 
fnal triumph over our laft enemy. ‘* Even now, there is joy 
among them over one finner that repenteth; ”- and the Apoifle 
fays concerning them, ‘ Are they not all miniftering {pirits, fent 
forth to minifter to them that fhall be heirs of falvation?”” 

Lord, what is man, that thou art thus mindful of him, and caufeft 
him to be vifited by celeftial {pirits ? But, inthe perfon of Chnft, 
one far above all created fpitits, did not difdain to-vifit him; and 
- the-court of heaven is only attendant on its king; ‘‘ Wherefore, 
when he bringeth his firft begotten into the world, he faith, Let all 
the angels.of God worfhip him.” ; 

But---“ Are thefe things indeed fo?” Do the holy angels take 
a decided part in our concerns? Let us, at length, take a part in 
them, ourfelves, and not continue wholly indifferent, as to what 
we have been, what we are, and what we fhall be; fome little 
time, furely, fhould be fpent in the enquiry. Spirits above are 
ative to fave us; fpirits below are active to deftroy us; and we 
fleep not to be awakened, perhaps, till it is too late. 

At the creation of the world, did ‘ the morning ftars fing toges 
ther, and all the fons of God fhout for joy?” And do men forget 
to be thankful for it? In.a fit of fpleen, do they fay, they have no 
reafon. to be thankful for it? Ina fit of infidelity, do they deny 
both the creation, and the Creator? Such. men, alas, there are: 
fhame on them --equal fhame on thofe who have not more fenfe 
than to admire and encourage. them., ‘ Praife the Lord, all ye 
works of his, in all places of his dominion; and, all ye fons of 
men, for whom thofe works were wrought: praife the Lord, O 
my foul ; and all that is within me praife his holy name.” .* . 
. It is written, “ When he bringeth his firft begotten into the 
world, he faith, And let all the angels of God worhhip him: ?? and 
have we lived to hear perfons, calling themfelves Chriftians, with 
Bibles in their hands, telling us, they find themfelves obliged in 
confcience to quit the church, hecaufe fhe is guilty of idolatry in 
now doing---what fhe always has done---in paying divine honours — 
to her Lord and Sayiour?..-Such men .likewife there are, and 
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_ they too have their admirers and followers, The more is the pity! 


But marvel not: “ it is the laft time.” 

To conclude—Are angels, ‘* miniftering {fpirits, fent forth to 
minifter to them that thall be heirs of falvation;” rejoicing when 
we do well, and, confequently, grieving when we do otherwife ? 
Have they been, in effeét, under every difpenfation, the guardians 
of the people of God? Let us duly reverence and refpe@ them, 
«us fuch. When we confider them as ‘“ encamping round about 
us, to deliver us,” let us no longer fear the power of the enemy ; 
fince “ they that are with us are more than they that are with 
them.” When we refleét, that they are witneffes of our aétions, 
let us do nothing that may make us afhamed beforethem; nothing 
but what we would do, if we faw them. When we remember 
that they are to give an account of us, upon their return to him 
who fent them, let us take care that they may give it with joy, 
and not with grief. Let not our conduét be fuch, as fhall oblige 
them to quit their charge, before the time. O terrible voice, that 
once heard, at midnight, in the temple at Jerafalem, foreboding 
its deftruétion, then near at hand--LeT us GO HENCE! “* Whofo 
defileth the temple of God, him fhall God deftroy.”. Our bodies 
are fuch temples. May no unlawful defires, no irregular paffions, ; 
ever fo defecrate them, as that conf{cience fhall ring in our ears the 
fame dreadful found; but may our heavenly friends and guardians 
continue with us to the end, to comfort us in our lait forrows, and 
fupport us in our expiring agonies ; that, when breath fhall forfake - 
the body, the foul may be “ carried by angels’ into Abraham’s 
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HE Truth of the Do@trine of CHRIST will be fufficiently 
evinced, if the Matters of Faét, which are recorded of bim ° 

in the Gofpels be true; for his miracles, if true, evidence the 
truth of what he delivered. 
The fame is to be faidas to Mofes. If he brought the Children 
of Ifrael through the Red Sea, in that miraculous manner, related 
in Exodus, and did fuch other wonderful things as are there told 
of him, it muft neceffarily follow, that he was fent from Gop: 
Thefe being the ftrongedt proofs we can defire, and which every 


 Deikt will confels he would acquiefce in, if be faw them with his 


eyes. Therefore the whole of this caufe will depend upon the 


Proof of thefe Mattersof Faé&t. =, tes : 
_ 4, And the Method I will take, is, firft, to lay down fuch 
Rules, as to the Truth of Matters of Faét, in general, that where 


they all meet, foch Matters of Faét cannot be falfe. - And then, 
fecondly, to fhew that all thefe Rules meet in the Matters of gis 
: Site, P- m3, Ge ’ Q 
. - es. = 
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can in any impofture whatfoever. . 
2. The Rules are thefe, 1f. “ That the Matter of Fa@ be fuch, 
as that men’s outward fenfes, their eyes and ears, may be judges 
“ of it. 2. That it be done publickly, in the face of the world. 
* 9. That not only public monaments be kept up’ in memory of 
“it, but fome outward a€tions to be performed, -4. That fuch 
« monuments and fuch aétions or obfervances~ be inftituted 
«© and do commence from the time that the Matter of Fa€t was 
_ done.” orek 

3. The two firft Rules make it impoflible for any fuch Matter 
of Fa& to be impofed upon men, at the time when fuch Matter 
of Faét was faid to be done, becaufe every man’s eyes and fenfes 
would contradiét it, For example, Suppofe any man fhould-pre- 
tend, that yeflerday he divided the Thames, in prefence of all 
the people of London, and carried the whole city, men, women, 
and children, over to Southwark on dry land, the waters fandin 
like walls on both fides: I fay, it 1s morally impoflible that he 
could perfuade the people of London, that thiswas true, when 


every man, woman, and child could contradi& him, and declare, » 


that this was a notorious falfehood, for that they had not feen the 
Thames fo divided, neither had gone over on dry land. Theres 
fore it is plain, that no fuch impofition could be put upon men, 
at the time when fuch public Matter of Fatt was faid to be 
done. ni k 
. 4+ Therefore it only remains, that fuch Matter of Fa&t might 
be invented fome time after, when the men of that generation 
wherein the thing was faid to, be done were all dead; and the 
credulity of after ages might be impofed upon, fo to believe that 
things were done in former ages, which were not. Site. 
But againft this, the two laft Rules fecure us, as-much as the 
two firft Rules, in the former cafe: For whenever fuch a Matter 


_ of Fat came to be invented, if not only monuments Were faid to - 


of Mofes, and of Chrift; and that they do not meet, or pofibly — 


_ Temain of it, but likewife public a@tions and obfervances were > 


conflantly ufed ever fince the Matter of Fa& was done, the deceit 
muft be deteed, by no fuch monuments appearing; and by the 
experience of every man, woman, and child, who muft know that 


no fuch aétions, or obfervances were ever ufed by them. For | 


example, Suppofe I fhould now invent a ftory of fuch a thing, 
done a thoufand years ago, I might, perhaps, get fome to believe 
it; but if I fay, that not only fuch a thing was done, but that from 
that day to this, every man, at the age of twelve years, had a joint 
of his little finger cut off; and that every man in‘ the nation 


wanted a joint of fuch a finger ; and that this obfervance was part 
of the Matter ‘of Fa@ done fo many years ago, as a proof and ee. 
firmation of it, and had defcended; without interruption, and been 
conflantly prattifed ever fince the Matter of Fa@ was done: I fay 


it is impofbie I should be believed in fuch a cafe, bedaifiamey i 


‘one 
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One could contradi€& me, as to the mark of cutting off a joint of 

the finger; which therefore would prove the whole to be falfe. 

Il. Let us now come to the fecond point, to fhew, that the 
Matters of Fa& of Mofes, and of Chrift, have all thefe Rules, or 
Marks before-mentioned ; and that fieither the Matters of Faét of 
Mahomet, or what is reported of the Heathen Déities, have the- 
tike; and that no impofture can have them all. 

i. As to Mofes, I fuppofe it will be allowéd, That he could 
not have perfuaded fix hundred thoufand men, that he had brought 
them out of Egypt, through the Red Sea; fed them forty years; 
without bread, by miraculous manta, and the other Matters of - 
Fatt recorded in his books, if they had not beén true. Becaufe 
€very man’s fenfes that were then alive, muft have contradifted it. 
And therefore he muft have impoféd upon all their fenfes, if he 
could have made them believe it, when it was falfe and no fuch 
ites done. Sothat here are the fir and fecond of the four 
arks. . 

_ _ It was equally impoffible for him to havé made them réceive 
his fivé Books, as truth, and not to have réje&ted them, as a 
manifeft impofture, which told of all thefe things as done before 
their eyes, if they had not been fo done. Sée how pofitively he 
fpeaks to them, Deut.-xi. 2, &c. “ Know ye this day, for I fpeak 
not with your children, which have not known, and which have 

- hot feen thé chaftifement of the Lord your God, his greatnefs, his 
mighty hand, and his ftretched out arm, and his miracles, and his 
aéts, which he did in the midft of Egypt, unto Pharaoh, the king 
of Egypt, and unto all his land, and what he did unto the army ot 
Epypt, unto their horfes, and to their charicts ; how he made the 
water of the Red-Sea to overflow them as they purfued after you; 

_ and how thé Lord. had deftroyed them unto this day: And what 

. he did unto you in the wildernefs, until ye came into this plate ; 

_ dnd what he did unto Dathan and Abiram, the fons of Eliab, the 

_ fon‘of Réubén, how the earth opened her mouth, and {wallowed 

them up, and their houfholds, and their tents, and all the fubftance 
that was in their poffeffion, in the midft of all Ifrael. But your 
éyeés have feén all the great aéts of the Lord, which he did, &c.” 
From hence we muft allow it was impoffible that thefe Books 
‘of Mofes, (if an impofture) could have beén invented and put spon 
the people who were then alive, when all thefe things were faid to 
be doné. ; . 
The utmoft then that can be fuppofed is, that thefe books were 

_ wrote in fome age aftér Mofés, and put out in his name. But if 

fo, it was impoffible that thofe books fhould have been received, 

as thé Books of Mofés, in that age wherein they are fuppofed to 
have been firft invented. Why? Bécaufe they fpeak of them- 

_ felves as delivered by Mofes, and kept in-the ark from his time. 

_ And it came to pats, when Mofes had made an end of writing 

the words of this Law in a book, until they were finifhed ; that 
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Moles amndadan the Levites who bare the Ark of the Coveriant 
ot the Lord, faying, Take this book of the Law, and put it in the 
Gide ofthe Ark of the Covenant of the Lord your God, that it 


may be there for a witnefs againft thee,” Deut. XXX1. 24, 25, 266. 


: And there was a copy of this book to be left likewife with 


the king. ‘ And it fhall be, when he fitteth upon the throne of 
his kingdom, that he fhall write him a copy of this Law in a book, 
out of that which is before the Priefts the Levites: And it fhall 
be with him, and he fhall read therein all the days of bis life: that 
he thay learn to fear the Lord his God, to keep all the words of 
this Law and thefe flatutes to do them,” Deut. xvi. 18, 19. 

Here you fee, this book of the Law fpeaks of itfelf, not only 
as an hiftory or relation of what things were then done: but as 
the ftanding-and municipal Law and Statutes of the nation of the. 
Jews, binding the king as well as the people. = 

Now, in whatfoever age after Mofes you fuppofe this book to 
have been forged, it was impoffible it could have been received as 
truth; becaufe it was not then to be found, either in the Ark, or 
with the king, or any where elfe: for when firft invented, every 
one muft know, that they had never heard of it before. 

‘And therefore they could lefs believe it to be the book of their 
Statutes, and the ftanding Law of the land, which they had all along 
received, and by which they had been governed. ‘ 

Could any man at this day, invent a book of Statutes or A&s 
of Parliament tor England, and make it pafs upon the nation as 
the only book of Statutes that ever they had known? As impoffi- 


ble was it for the books of Mofes (if they were invented in any » 
age after Mofes) to have been received for what they declare them- 
felves to be, viz. The Statutes and municipal Law of the nation - 


of the Jews: and to have perfuaded the Jews, that they had o 

and acknowledged thefe ore al] aoe from the dave of wee 
to that day in which they were firft invented; that is, that they 
had owned them before they had ever fo much as heard of them. 
Nay, more, the whole nation muff, in an inftant, forget their 
former laws ahd government, if they could receive thefe as fuch. 
And they could not receive them otherwife, becaufe they vouched 
_ themfelves fo to be. Let me afk the Deiffs this fhort queftion : 
Was there ever a book of fham-laws, which were not the laws of 
the nation, palmed upon any people, fince the world began? If 


not, with what face can they fay this of the book of the Laws of 


the Jews? Why will they fay that of them, which they confefs 
impoffible in any nation, or among any people? = > | 

ut the books of Mofes have a further demonftration of their 
* truth, than even other Law-Books have: for they not only con- 
tain the Laws, but give an hiflorical. account of their inftitution, 


and the praétice ‘of them from that time: as of the paffover in _ 
memory of the death of the firft-born in Egypt: aes thar tie | 
fame day, all the firfl-born of Ifrael, were by a perpetual law, 


dedicated to God: and the Leyites taken for all the firft-borr of — 


the ~ 
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the children of Ifrael. That Aaron’s rod which budded, was kept 

' in the Ark, in memory of the deftruétion of Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram ; and for the confirmation of the priefthood to the tribe 
of Levi. As likewife the pot of manna,.in memory of their 
having been fed with it forty years in ‘the wildernefs. That the 
Brazen Serpent was kept (which remained to the days of Heze- 
Kiah,) in memory of that wonderful deliverance by looking upon 
it. The feaft of Pentecoft, in memory of the dreadful appearance 
of God upon mount Horeb, &c. 

And befides thefe remembrances of particular occurrences, there 
were other folemn inftitutions in memory of their deliverance out 
of Egypt, which included all the particulars: as the fabbath, 
Their daily facrifices, and expiation; their new moons, and feveral 
feafts and fafts. So that there were yearly, monthly, weekly, 
and daily remembrances of thefe things. : 

And, not only fo, but the fame books of Mofes tell us, that a 
particular tribe (of Levi) was appointed by God, as his priefts; by 
whom alone the facrifices were to be offered, and thefe folemn infti- 

_ tutions celebrated. That thefe Levites were likewife the chief 
judges, even in all civil caufes. Now whenever it be fuppofed 
_thefe books were forged, after Mofes, it is impoffible they could 
have been received as true, unlefs the forgers could have made the 
whole nation believe, that they had received thefe books from 
their fathers, had been inftruéted in them when they were children, 
and had taught them to their children, Moreover, that they had 
all been circumcifed, and did circumcife their children, purfuant, 
to the command in thefe books; that they had obferved the 
paffover, the fabbath, the new-moons, with all the feafls, faits, 

and ceremonies there enjoined: that they had never eaten any 

__ meats prohibited in thefe books: that they had a magnificent taber- 

~nacle, and a priefthood confined to the tribe of Levi. Now was 

_ it poffible to perfuade a wliole nation, that they had kvown and 

_ prattifed all thefe things, if they had not? Or, fecondly, to have — 

_ received a book for truth, which faid they had pra¢tifed them, 

__and appealed to that prattice ? So that here are the third and fourth 

of the marks above-mentioned, and thefe marks as much fecure 
any fuch Matter of Faét from being invented in any after age, as: 
at the time when fuch Matters of Faét were faid to be done. 

_ g, Therefore I come now to fhew, that, all thefe meet in the 

Matters of Faét recorded of ‘our bleffed Saviour. And my work 

will be the fhorier, becaufe all that is faid before, of Mofes and. 
his books, is every way applicable to Chrift and his Gofpel. His 
miracles are there faid to be done publickly, in the face of the 
world, It is faid, that three thoufand at one time; and, that about 

- five thoufand at another, were converted, upon conviétion of what 

was done before their eyes, wherein it was impoffible to have 

‘impofed upon them. Therefore here the two firtt rules hold. 
And as to the two fecond, baptifm and the Lord’s Supper were 
nftitutéd as perpetual memorials of thefe things, at the very time 

¥ Cty MTs her when 
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when they were faid to have been done; and have been obferved 
in the whole Chriftian world, ‘all along, from that time to this. 
And Chrift himfelf ordained minifters to preach, and admi- 
nifter thefe facraments ; and to gqvern his church, always, even 
to the end of the world. Accordingly they bave continued to this 
day,: and, doubtlefs will while the earth fhall laff, So that the 
Chriftian clergy are as notorious a Matter of Faé, as the tribe of 
Levi among the Jews. And the Gofpel is as much a Law to the 
Chriflians, as the books of Mofes to the Jews: and it being part 
of the Matters of Faé& related in the Gofpel, that fuch an order of 
men, were appointed by Chrift, to continue to the end of the world A 
confequently, if the Gofpel was a fiGion, invented after Chrift; 
then, at that tinie, when it was firft invented, there could be no. 
fuch order of men, which muft give the lie to the Gofpel, and 
demonftrate the whole to be falfe. But there ever hath been fuch 
an order of men, and facraments publickly adminiftered by them. 
It was therefore as impoffible mankind fhould have been impofed. 
upon in this matter, by inventing it in after ages, as at the time 
when thofe things were faid to be done. 

~ The Matters of Faét of Mahomet, or what is fabled of the Hea. 
then Deities, doall want fome of the aforefaid four Rules, whereby 
the certainty of the Matters of Faét is demonftrated, for Mahomet 
never pretended to miracles, as he tells us in his Alcoran, 
ch. 6, &c. and thofe which are commonly told of him pafs among 
the Mahometans themfelves, but as legendary fables; and as he 
are reje€ted by the wife and learned among them; as the Legends 


of their faints are in the church of Rome, [See Dr, Prideaux’s, 
Lite of Mahomet, Page 34.] 


Til. To apply what has been faid. Let any Deift in the world 
fhew any fabulous .aélion which has all thefe marks. No, it is 
Jorpofhible. : : 5 

I do not fay, that every thing which wants thefé four marks is 
falfe : but, that nothing can he falfe which has them all. 

Ihave no doubt that there was fuch a man as Julius Czefar, 
that he fought at Pharfalia, was killed in the Senatée-Houfe: Nor 
of many other Matters of Fa& of ancient times, though we keep. 
“no public obfervances in memory of them. . 


But this fhews that the Matters of Fa of Mofes and of Chrift, 
"have come down to us better guarded than any others whatfoever. 

_ And yet thofe who would Jaugh any man out of the world, that 
would offer to. deny Cafar or Alexander, Homer or Virgil, theie 
public aétions ; do, at the fame time, value themfelves as the only 
men of wit and fenfe, for ridiculing the hiftories of Mofes, and of 
Chrift, which are infinitely better attefted, and guarded by infalli. 
ble Marks, which the others want, a et ty} . 


[To be concluded in the next.} . 


[ 29 ] : 
4 AnecporTe of Dr. CONDER and an HicuwayMan. 


URING Dr. Conper’s refidence at Cambridge, having 
taken a ride to Peterborough, for the benefit of the air, on 
his return he faw a Gentleman, in a private lane, at fome diftance, 
flanding by his horfe. As he approached, the fuppofed gentleman 
mounted, and coming up to him demanded his-money, The 
Doftor immediately recognized him as a former inhabitant of 
Cambridge, but thought it prudent to conceal his knowledge. Not’ 
fatisfied with receiving all his cafh, to the amount of feveral 
guineas, the highwayman afked him for his watch. This being.a 
family piece, he pleaded hard to retain it; But the man perfifting 
in a menacing tone, in his demand, he furrendered it, though nat 
without {trong fymptoms of reluétance, 
The Doégtor was a man of tender fympathy. This amiable 
quality foon {uppreffed all concern for perfonal fafety, and the 
_ property thus violently wrefted from him, and led him to coms 
_ miferate an unhappy man, whofe ev?l praétices were leading him, 
in hafty ftrides, to the chambers of death, and to attempt to reclaim 
him. He immediately addreffed him with great civility, inquired 
what way he was going, and propofed, if agreeable, to ride in com 
pany; affuring him at the fame time, that he need not entertain 
the leaft fearful apprehenfion upon his account. ‘His obliging 
manner won upon the highwayman, and opened the way to a | 
familiar converfation. 

During the robbery itfelf, the man, with all his affumed courage 
could not conceal the agitation of his mind. From this circum- 
ftance, the Door toak occafion to fuggeft, that his prefent mode 
of fubfiftence, feparate from its moral turpitude, was both unwife 
and dangerous; as the {mall fums generally collefted at one time, 
in thefe adventures, were inadequate to the risk, as they required 

~ the frequent expofure of his perfon, and muft fubje& him to per- 
etual alarms. The robber urged the common plea of neceflity., | 
The Doétor reprefented, that it was an unpleafant, and commonly 
a fatal neceffity, as it was not only a tref{pafs upon she rights of 
fociety, and the authority of God, but would fubjeé him to a 
dreadful penalty in the life that now is, as well as in that which is 
- tocome. Here he intreated him to defift from thefe pernicious 
_ habits—urged him to repentance, affuring him that there was for- 
 givenefs through Jefus Chrift, for the moft atrocious offenders, 
and that he did not doubt, if he implored direétion from above, 
- but Providence would fo direé& his way, as to enable him to 
_ provide things honeft in the fight of all men.” : 
his converfation appeared to make a deep impreffion, the 
- immediate effe& of which was, the robber took the watch and. 
returned it to him, faying, “de conduéted himfelf too much like 
a gentleman, that he could not think of retaining it.” The Doétor 
 xeplied, that he greatly valued the watch, and received it with 
eee aie Bae es pe? Cy pleafure ; 
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pleafure; but acknowledged that he had a higher objeét in view, 
than the reftoration of his property. i 

As they continued their difcourfe, the highwayman took the 
money out of his pocket, and tendered that alfo to the Doétor, 
faying, “that his confcience would not permit him to keep it.” 
But the Doftor abfolutely declmed receiving it, begging him not, 
to confider it as forced from him, but as the gift of benevolence to 
a neceffitous man. At this inftance of generofity, he appeared 

additionally affected. 
. Coming nearer to Cambridge, the robber told him, * he was 
under a neceflity of leaving him,” and on parting wept confi- 
derably, faying, ‘‘ he hoped he fhould attend to his advice.” He 
then took acrofs road, on the fkirts of the town. But having 
previoufly committed other robberies in the neighbourhood, was 
almoft immediately identified and feized. The Doétor leifurely 
continued his ride, and on his arrival at Cambridge, was greatly 
furprifed to meet him in the ftreet, in the cuftedy of the perfons 
who apprehended him. On his commitment to the caftle, he 
fent for his fpiritual monitor, who found him in very great 
diftrefs. During his confinement, both before and after trial; he 
made him repeated vifits, which were rendered eminently ufeful, 
and-at his execution, he had every reafon to believe, he died a 
real ‘convert. . 
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MEDITATIONS vreon THE RAVAGES or WINTER. 


HEAR the winds and the tempefts roar. My blood is almoft 
frozen in my veins. The darknefs of the day, its light almoft 
extinguifhed, anda difpofition in myfelf to terror and fright, al? 
concur to make this tumult and diforder in nature appear the more 
dreadful. How often has the wind blown down cottages. and even 
palaces, deftroying in a moment the labour of years. How often 
has it plunged into the abyfs, fhips, and the unhappy beings who 
hazarded their lives on fuch frail foundations! How often has it 
torn up by the roots the flately oak! But thou, O God! art the 
Creator and. Ruler of all things. . The tempeft and the northern 
blaft are the meffengers, the heralds of thy power, and the minifters 
‘of thy will. They ought to lead us to adore and to fear thee. If 
thou didft not fet bounds to their deftruétive power, they would, 
every where, and at all times, occafion the fame mifchief ; and yet 
we behold the poor cottage, which nothing fhelters from their fury 
Mill flanding. Thanks to divine goodnefs, which rebukes ‘the 
winds and the fea. Thanks to that wifdom which as ordained all 
for the beft. In the mean time, it may be afked, why the mifchief 


vee 


which florms and tempefts occafion fhould be permitted, if the 


world and all the events of it are the work of infinite wifdom ? 
_ Can perfeét wifdom produce any thing but order? perfeét good. 
nefs any thing that is bad? Or is it thus that frail humanity may 
- reafon ? But what is man, that he dare difpute with God? Shall 
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~ the creature fay to his Creator, Why haft thou made me thus ? 


And. becaufe we cannot comprehend the works of God, does it 
thetefore follow that they are_deftru&ive? In order to judge of 
them, and of the purpofes for which they were defigned, we fhould 
equal him in knowledge and wifdom. 

It is even a miracle that we are able to perceive part of the order 
which God has eftablifhed, ‘or to take in any of this wife and 
extenfive plan ; and, confidering our want of underftanding, that 
things do not appear ftill more confufedly to us. Alas! all would 

-be diforder and confufion; there would be neither order, har- 
mony, or happinefs in the univerfe, if there did not exift a Berne, 
whofe wifdom, goodnefs, and power, furpafs all our conceptions; 
who created the world and all things init, The general plan and 
common courfe of Providence, tend to the welfare of all created 
Beings, whatever particular incidents may feem to contradi& this 
defign, This vifible world is a work fo wonderful and divine, as 
none could have conceived or executed but an omnifcient, almighty, 
and perfe€t Beinc. The farther we advance in the refearches 
of nature’s works, the more clearly we diftinguith the wifdom and 
Sana which governs the whole. From thefe principles, we 

all judge very differently from what we fhould otherwife do, in 
refpeét to the complaints we make of winter. -Even the ftorms, 
the fnow, and the hail, all that appears, at this feafon, fo difagree-. 
able to us, is linked with the everlafting order of things. There 
is reafon in all; the feafon is allotted for every thing: and, by. 
means of thefe revolutions, divine wifdom keeps up harmony 
throughout the immenfe univerfe.. The wind, which frightens 


_ the mariner at fea, drives the vapours, falts, and other matters, from 


one country to another, which refrefh the earth, and reftore ferti- 
lity to the ftubble fields exhaufled by the harveft. Thus the. 


- winter, which appears to deftroy, gives flrength to our fallow~ 


> 


ound for new harvefts. At prefent, the ground, the garden, and 
eeds reft, buried under ice and {now ; the inhabitants of the forefts 
howl more hideoufly; the wild beafts are prefled with hunger ; 


_ the whole world appears dead. But God preferves it, under this 


appearance of death; he watches over fainting nature. What 


_ miracles he performs in the midft of the frightful {cenes of winter! 
_ The earth no longer produces any thing; but his hand, which is 
- pever clofed, procures us bread and water, and calls to exiftenice 
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things which are not yet in being. ; * 
/ We learn from the experience of all ages, that the ground in 
our ifland, could not have a better covering than fnow, in the 
depth of winter; though it appears cold to us in itfelf, yet it 
fhelters the earth from freezing winds, and maintains the warmth 
neceflary for the prefervation of feeds. ‘Thus, even at this feafon, 
God prepares what is neceflary for the Beings he has created, and 
provides before-hand for our food, and that of an infinite number __ 


of animals.’ Let us then admire the care of divine Providence, 
Behold; how in: the fevereft feafon, he is attentive to qur welfare 5 — 
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Ey Accoutit of Jamis Beswick: 

and how, (without any labour of ours,) he filently prepares for u8 
all the treafures of nature! With fuch ftriking proofs of his bene- 
ficence and paternal care, how cruel we are to ourfelves, when we 
indulge defponding fears, and fuffer our minds to be filled with 
diftruft and murmuring complaiats. What appears to us ufelefs 
or hurtful, contributes in the end to our happinefs; and, when we 
think that the Almighty does not intereft himfelf in our welfare, 
he is then forming plans which will work for our deliverance. 
fromnhumierous evils, and afford us fuch bleffings, as we did not 
dare to hope for. ; 

The fnow is not only defigned by Providence to proteft the 
earth from the effeéts of deéftru€tive winds, but likewife promotes 
the fertility of the foil: This may remind us of the emblem under 
which God reprefents the efficacy of his Word. “ As the rain 
cometh down, and the fnow, from heaven, and returneth not 
thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, 
that it may give feed to the fower, and bread to the eater: So 
fhall my Word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it fhall not’ 
return unto me void, but it fhall accomplith that which I pleafe, 
and it fhall profper in the thing whéreto I fent it, Ifaiah Iv. 10, 11. 
This prediétion is accomplifhing in our days in a remarkable 
manner : Many run to and fro, and knowledge is increafed. Not 
_ only a part of the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift is faithfully preached, © 

but the whole Gofpel is proclaimed to miultitudés of attentive - 
hearers, in moft parts of thefe kingdoms; and many thoufands 
receive the Truth in the Love thereof, to the converting of théir 
fouls from darknefs to light,—from thé power of Satan unto God; ~ 
and they receive not only the foipivencts of fins, but fome of them 
have refolution to prefs into the inheritance prepared for the fane- 
tified, through faith in Chrift Jefus. _ May divine Grace préparé 
our hearts for receiving and retaining the Word of Life; and may 
it never be choked by the cares of this world, the deceitfulnefs of 
riches, or the defire of other things ; but may we bring forth fruit, 
not only thirty-fold, but even fixty, and an hundred-fold, 
: J fhort Account of James Beswick, of Bolfon. 
ie was his happinefs to have parents who loved.and fearéd God, 
and who were and ftill are in the Society in Bolton It might 
be'owing to the inftru€tion and prayers of his parents that he ‘had 
a degree of the fear of God from his infancy, But a Sunday 
School being fet upin Bolton in the Methoditt Chapel, he attended 
there when he was between feven and eiglit years of age, and-foon 
after his coming to this {chool, a larger depict of the fear of God 
took poffeffion of his mind, fo as'to: awaken hini to greater dilis 
gence inevery duty, and to be very exaé& in Truth and: Juttice, 
_ and he therefore laboured to'have a confcience void of offence 
towards God and man. He began to love prayer-meetings, and) 
aha notwithftanding 


Account of James Berwick. 93 
notwithflanding his youth, he was frequent in vifiting fick-beds ; 
which, indeed are excellent {chools for young perfons, 

In the fpting i793, his flréngth began to decline; arid in the 
month of June, hiS cough greatly incteafed. One morning whilé 
he was thinking of taking an emétic to relieve bis cough, this 
fentence was ftrongly impreffed upon hig mind, “* Thou muff. die.” 
He immediately began-to cry to the Lofd with all his might. He 
told his father, he believed he myft die, and was not ready. 

He now defired his father to pray with him, and at prayef he 
found fome comfort, but his cry for Salvation continued nine 
days. On the oth in the evening, Mr. Emmet vifited him, and at 
prayer the Lord delivered him frorh all his guilty fears, and filled 
him with peace ahd joy. Next Sunday, he got to the Chapel; 
and heard a fermon on Sanétification; there he found himfelf 
much wanting ; he was not pure,in heart. He read Mr. Wefley’s 
Sermons on the fubjeét, and likewifé Mr. Benfon’s, and hoped ta’ 
obtain the mercy he fought for. He retained a clear remembrance 
ofthe fubftantial parts of thofe fermons; and his peace and hope 
increafed, as his defires for holinefs increafed. 

Auguft 7th, in the morning, when at prayer by himfelf, the 
Lerd.affured him that he would end all his doubts and fears that 
day. He defired to go to bed a little fooner that evening, and a¢ 
he was going.to bed he faid, “* Now the: Lord hath fulfilled his 
** word of promife; all my doubts and fears are gone for ever; | 
**.and I: think I-fhall-never go down thefe flairs any more.” He 
lived four weeks after this, during which time many came to fee 
him, and he-alway’s gave them a word of exhortation fuited to. their 
ftate; and many comfortable manifeftations hisown foul enjoyed 
and that daily, ~~ ; ' 
~-OnsTuefday Auguft 13th, at two o’clock in the morning, he 
called to hig father to help him up, which was done with fomé 
difficulty,.on account of his weaknefs and want of breath; but by 


_ Yaifing him up a little, and the window being opened, he recovered, 


— Bow will it be wit 


_ and faid, «* O, how fweet is Jefus! O how fweet is dying!” Yet 


a kind of reafoning paffed through his mind to this effect, “ But 
th you in the real dying bour? How wilt thou 
then hold out ?”’ I was fent for to vifit him, and it happened to 


; be in one of thefe reafoning hours; 1 dire€ted him to the remedy 
which never fails, if properly ufed, and that was to remember 


- what Jefus had done and fuffered for him pen the crofs, and 
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pee divine Advocate was now doing at 


Vou. XIX: Jan) 1796 


is Father’s righta 
and.. The exhortation took place immediately, and. gtatitude 
made himi weep for joy, and the impreffion continued, d believe 
till his happy {pirit deste’ Indeed I fcarce ever remember fo 
ngelical a countenance, fo heavenly and lovely,., though if the 
MOT Yr he ag asso Wil ga a tg dye 
a Scat. é He Had at A j sea of things not feen, 
and of God's love to his foul, , At,the keginning of hus last, night, 
a of Cade ove eh ath NE hima ot lah gh 
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. * Lp 
though he found pains and weaknels, he faid, “ This will be my. 
~ happieft night; I am waiting patiently till my change or depar- 
“ ture comes.” Late in the night he called his father, defiring 
him to fing an hymn; accordingly he gave out that hymn, 
My Gop the {pring of all my joys, 
The life of my delights, 
The glory of my brighteft days, 
And comfort of my nights: 


They both fung together the-greateft part of the hymn. ‘“ Now 

‘* father,” faid he, ‘‘ once more pray with me;” and when prayer 
was over, he faid, ‘* Now, if you will turn me over on the other 
‘* fide, I may reft awhile, and you need fleep.” He refted till the 
morning, and then took a little breakfaft, but lefs than ufual, and 
faid, ‘* 1 may take a little more after awhile ;”- however, it was his 
laft, he took no more, but peacefully gave up his fpirit into the 
hands of his faithful Creator, September 6, 1793, aged>15 years, 
io months. . 
Notwithftanding his youth, he was very ufeful as a teacher in 
the Sunday School, and alfo in prayer-meetings, and when he met 
his clafs. The Sunday School, which is kept in the Methodift 
chapel at Bolton, is perhaps the beft in England. Above eleven 
‘hundred {cholars are inftru&ted in learning and religion: every 
Lord’s-Day ; and many of the {cholars are now under very ferious 
impreffions. ia. 
Boxron, Sept. 90, 1795. © THOMAS TAYLOR; © 
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_ Extra& of Mr. Bruce’s Journey from Mast an to 5 
4 Gonpar, in Abyffinias * * ‘= 


its 
[Continued from Vol. XVIII. page 610.J 5 
ANUARY 27, 1770, we paffed among ruined Villages, the 
J monuments of Ras Michael’s citielfacth juftice ; te tis 


or it is 


hard to fay whether the cruelty, robberies, and violence of the _ 


former inhabitants did not deferve the fevereft chaftifement. We 
faw many people feeding cattle on the pl } 1 
a.market for flour and other provifi 
barter for cohol, incenfe, and beads, 
colour, and taller than thofe ‘at Kella. Their nofés feemed atter 
~ than thofe of the Abyffinians we had yet fen. Perha s the climate, 
here: was bepinning that feature fo confpicuous in the negroes in, 


ons, which we procured in 
They were of a lighter 


plain, and we again opened _ 


€ negroes in 
ccna. and particularly of thofe called Shangalla, from whofe 
eéuntry thefé peop ey. Th 


cople are not diftant above two days journey, The 
th, ‘we contin s of 
es, quite overgrown, and. covered with wild 


long grafs, fo that it was very difficult to find a path through t cae 
Hauza was fix, miles fouth _ ter 
mountains, all’ of: diffescnt of 
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ued our journey through thick woods of fmall 


Mr. Brucz’s Travels. 35 


= 393 like columns, and fome fharp in the-point, and broad in 
the bafe, like pyramids and obelifks, and fome like cones. ‘All 
thefe, for the moft part inacceffible, unlefs with pain and danger to 
thofe that know the paths, but they are places of refuge and fafety 
in time of war, and are agreeably feparated from each other by 
{mall plains producing grain. Some of thefe mountains, however, 
have at the top water and {mall flats that can be fown, fufficient to 
en a number of men, independant of what is doing below 
them, 

The goth, we encamped at Addergey. The hyznas devoured 
one of the beft of our mules. They are here in great plenty, and 
fo are lions; the roaring and grumbling of the lions, in the part 
of the wood neareft our tent, greatly diflurbed our beafts, and pre- 
vented them from eating their provender. I lengthened the ftrings 
of my tent, and placed the beafts between them, The white ropes 
and the tremulous motion made by the impreffion of the wind, 
frightened the lions from coming near us. I had procured two 
fmall brafs bells, fuch as the mules carry; thefe I tied to the ftorms 
adel of the tent, where their noife, no doubt, greatly contri- 
buted to our bezfts fafety. from thefe ravenous, yet cautious animals, 

fo that we never faw them; but the noife they made, and, perhaps, 

their fmell, fo terrified the mules, that, in the morning, they were 
drenched in fweat as if they had been a long journey. But the 
brutifh hyzena was not fo to be deterred. 1 fhot one of them dead, 
and, I fired at another fo near, that I was confident of killing him. 

Whether the balls had fallen out, or that I had really miffed him 

with the firft barrel, I know not, but he gave a {narl and a kind of 
bark upon the firft thot, advancing diretitly upon me as if unhurt. 
_ The fecond fhot, however, took place, and laid him without motion 
ont round. Yafine and his men killed another with a pike; 
and fuch was their determined coolnefs, that ‘they ftalked round 
about us with the familiarity of a dog, or any other domeftic ani- 
mal brought up with man, _But we were {till more incommoded 
by aleffer animal, a large black ant, about an inch long, which com- 

ing out from under the ground, demolifhed our carpets, which they 

cut all into fhreds, and part of the lining of our tent likewife, and 
every bag or fack they could find. We had firft feen them in 
3 numbers at Angari, but here they were intolerable. Their 
_ bite caufes a confiderable inflammation, and the pain isgreater than 
that which arifes from the bite of a fcorpion. = 
Feb: 1ft, the Stim e governor of the place, ] fent his people 
to value our merchandife, that we might pay cuftom. I humoured 
them fo far as to open the cafes where were the telefcopes and . 
quadrant, They could only wonder at things they had never 
_ before feen. * ‘ 

“Next day the Shum came himfelf, and a violent altercation 
-enfued. At length he foftened his tone, and faid, he would dif. 
patch us on the morrow, and would fend us that evening fome 
“provifions. And, indeed, we moe began to be in need, bavi 
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only flour barely fufficient to make bread far gne meal mext day, 
The miferable village had Rea A: barter with us; and none 
few the villages about the Shum. had come near us, probably by 
is order. I gave him’ a {mall prefent, and he went away repeat, 
ing his promifes. But all that evening paffed without, provilion, 
and all next day without his coming, fo we got every thing ready 
for our departure. Our fupper did not prevent our fleeping, a$ 
all our provifion was gone, and we had. talted nothing. all that day 
fince our breakfatt. : 5g Bettas 
--On the 4th we left Addergey : hunger preffing us. While em- 
ployed in making ready for our departure, which was juft in the 
dawn of day, a hyzna, unfeen by any of us, faftened upon, one of 
the’affes, I was bufied in gathering the tent-pins into a fack, and, 
had placed my mufket and bayonet ready againit a tree, as it is at 
that hour, and the clofe of the evening, you are always to be on 
guard againft banditti. A boy faw the hyzna firlt, and flew to my. 
inufket. Yafine was disjoining the poles of the tent, and, havin. 
one half of the largeft in his hand, be.ran to the affiftance of the 
afs, and in that moment the mufket went off, luckily charged with 
only one ball, which gave Yafine a flefh wound beiween the thumb: 
and forefinger of his left-hand. The boy. infantly threw down the 
mufket, which had terrified the hyena, but he flood ready to, fight, 
Yafine, who, not amufing himfelf with the choice, of weapons, gave. 
him fo rude a blow with the tent-pole upon his head, thatit felled; 
him to the ground; others, wits pikes, put. amend. to his, life, 
What fufficiently. marked the voracity, of thefe beats, the byzenas, 
was, that the bodies of their dead companions, which we hauled a 
long way from us, and left there, were almolk entirely eaten by the: 
furvivors the next morning; and I then obferved, for the fpf 
time, that the hyzena of this country was, a different, {pecies from, 
thofe I had feen in Europe, which, had been bropght from Afia oy. 
erica, ) Nel ee 
_At one o’clock we alighted at, the foot of a mountain, calle 


Debra Toon. The mountains, of Waldubba, refembling thofe. e is 


Adebarea, lay north of us about four or five miles, Waldubba, 
which fignifies the Valley, of the Hyena, is, a territory entirely inhap, 
bited by the monks, who, for mortification’sfake, have retired, ta, 


this, unwholefome, hot,..and dangerous country, voluntarily, ta, 


{pend their lives in*penitence, meditation, and prayer. This, t Oy 
is the only retreat of great men in difgrace alge ci 4 2 They. 
i i fhave their hair, and-put.on,a,cow] ic ike mane renouncing 
the world for folitude, and taking vows which they. refol¥e.to keep, 
no longer than exigencies require; after which : RE 
world again, leaving their cow! apd, fanétity in, 


they return, to the, 
aldubba, Thefe, 


monks are held in-great veneration; are believed by many to have; 


the gift of prophecy, and fome of them.to wark: miracles, and are 
very a¢live inflruments to ftir, up the people, in: time of trouble, 
Violent fevers perpetually reign there, The.inhabitants are all of 
2 ia ‘ ; i ‘ 3 ; ‘ a Pe - the 
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the colour of a corpfe; and’their neighbours, the Shangalla, by 
conftant inroads, deftrey many of them, 
he 5th we encamped at the foot of the mountain Adama, On 
the other fide'of this valley are the broken hills which conftitute 
the rugged banks of the Anzo. Behind thefe, the vregular and 
broken mountains of Salent appear in forms which European 
_ Mountains never wear; and ftill higher, above thefe, is the long 
_ ridge of Samen, which run along in an even ftretch till they are 
_ 4mterrupted by the high conical top of Lamalmon, reaching above 
the clouds, and reckoned to be the higheft hill in Abyflinia, over 
the fteepeft part of which, the road of all caravans to Gondar muft 
lie, In this territory are feveral confiderable villages; the people 
are much addiéted to robbery, and rebellion, in which they were 
engaged at this time. “ : 
On the 8th, we began to afcend Lamalmon, through a very 
'. Rarrow road, orrather path, for it fcarcely was two feet wide any 
where. It was a fpiral winding up the fide of the mountain, 
‘always on the very brink of a precipice. Torrents of water, 
_ which in winter carry prodigious ftones down the. fide of this 
mountain, had divided thisypath into {¢veral places, and opened 
to us a yiew of that dreadful abyfs below, which few heads can 
_ (mine at leaf could not) bear‘to look down upon. We.were here 
gbliged to unload our b ge, and, by flow, degrees, crawl.up the 
bill, carrying them little by little upon our fhoulders round thefe 
ehafms where the road was interfefted, The mountains .grow 
fleeper; the paths narrower, and the breathes more frequent as we 
_ afcend: Scarce were our mules, though unloaded, able to {crams 
 bleup, but were perpetually falling ; and, to increafe our difficul- 
- ties, which, in fuch cafes, feldom come fingle, a large number of 
 gattle was defcending, and feemed to threaten to puth us all inte 
 thegulph below. ‘After two hours of conftant toil, we alighted in 
a {mall plain, neither beaft nor, man being able to go a ftep further, 
- —+-The air on Lamalmon is pleafant and temperate. _We found 
here our appetite return, with a chearfalnefs, lightnefs of: {pirits, 
and agility of body, which indicated that our nerves had again 
xefumed their wonted tone, which they had loft in the low, poifon- 
gus, and fultry air on the coaft of the Red Sea. The fun here is 
indeed hot, but*in the morning a cool breeze never fails, which 
* increafes as the fun rifes high. In the fhade it is always cool. 
_. Lamalmon is the pafs through which the road of all caravans to 
- Gondar lies. It is here they take an account of all baggage and 
 merchandife, which they tranfmit to the chief officer of the cuftoms 
at Gondar. There.jis alfo a prefent due to the private fier 
_ ofthe ground; and this is levied with great rigour an violence, 
s and, for the moft part, with injuftice; fo that this flation is always 
_ the place where the firft robberies and murders are committed in 
a unfettled times. Though we had nothing with us. which could be 
” gonfidered as fubjeét to duty, we fubmitted-every thing to the will 
- ‘af the robber of the place, and gave:him. his prefent. If ge 
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not fatisfied, he feemed to be fo, which was all we wanted. We 
had obtained leave to depart early in the morning of the oth, but 
it was with great regret we were obliged to abandon our Maho- 
metan friends into hands that feemed difpofed to fhew them no 
favour. The king was far from Gondar, and various reports were 


{préad abroad about the fuccefs of the campaign; and thefe people - 


only waited for an unfavourable event to make a pretence for 
robbing our fellow-travellers of every thing they had. ae 
The perfons whofe right it was to levy thefe contributions were 


two, a father and fon; the old man was dreffed very decently, © 
fpoke little, but fmoothly, and had a very good carriage. He pro-- 


feffed a violent hatred to all Mahometans, on account of. their 
religion, a fentiment which feemed to promife nothing favourable 
to our friend Yafine and his companions; but, in the.evening, the 
fon, who feemed to be the ative man, came to our tent, and 
brought us a quantity of bread and bouza, which his father had 
ordered before. . He feemed to be much taken with our fire-arms, 
and I gave him every fort of fatisfaftion. He brought his gun, 
and infifted on fhooting at marks. I humoured him in this; but 
as I ufed a rifle, which he did not underftand, he found himfelf 
overmatched, efpecially by the greatnefs of the range, for he fhot 
ftraight enough. . I then fhewed him ‘the manner we fhot flying, 
there being quails in abundance, and wild pigeons, of which I 
killed feveral on wing, which left him in the utmoft aftonifhment. 


Having got on horfeback, I next went through the exercife of the - 


Arabs, with a long fpear and a fhort javelin. This was more 
within his comprehenfion, as. he had feen fomething like it ; but 
he was wonderfully taken with the fierce and fiery appearance of 
my horfe, and, at the fame time, with his docility, the form of his 
faddle, bridle, and accoutrements. He threw at laft the fandals 
off his. feet, twifted his upper garment into his girdle, and fet off at’ 
fo furious a rate, that 1 could not help doubting whether he was 
in his fober underftandiog.. It was not long till he came back, 


and with him fervants carrying a fheep anda goat, and a jar of — 
honey-wine. I had not yet quitted the horfe; and when I faw - . 
what his intention was, I put the horfe to a gallop, and, with one _ 


of the barrels of the gun, shot a pigeon, and immediately fired the 
other into the ground. There was nothing after this that could 
have furprized him, and it was repeated feveral times at his defire ; 
after which he went into the tent, where he invited himfelf to m 

houfe at Gondar. There I was to teach him every thing he had feen. 
We now {wore perpetual friend(hip ; and I introduced the cafe of 


our fellow travellers, and obtained a promife that we fhould have 


leave to fet out together. 


On the oth, we took leave of the friends whom we had fo. newly i 


acquired at Lamalmon, We began to afcend what fill remained: 


of the mountain, which, though fleep and full of bufhes, was much. ~ 
lela difficult than thar-which we Haid paled? When we fei veal ti ; 


4 


the top of Lamalmon, which has, from below, the appearance of 
being 
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being fharp-pointed, we were much furprifed to find there a large 
~plain,*part in pafture, but more bearing grain. It is full of {prings, 
and feems to be the great refervoir from whence arife moft of the 
‘rivers that water this part of Abyffinia. A multitude of ftreams 
iffue from the very fummit in all dire@ons ; the {prings boil out 
from the earth in large quantities, capable of turning a mill.. They 
plow, fow, and reap here at all feafons ; and the hufbandman muit 
blame his own indolence, and not the foil, if he has not three har- 
vefts. We faw, in one place, people bufy cutting down wheat ; 
immediately next to it, others at the plough; and the adjoining 
field had green corn in the ear; a little further, it was not an inch 
above the ground. 
_ On-the 10th, we continued along the plain on the top of Lamal- 
-mon ;-and encamped at fome villages called Macara. The ground 
was every where burnt up; and, though the nights were very cold, 
*we-had not obferved the fmalleft dew fince our firft afcending the 
mountain. 
» On the 12th we travelled through the plain. of Woggora. The 
country now grows inconceivably populous; vaft flocks of cattle 
_ fall kinds feed on every fide, having large and_ beautiful horns, 
exceedingly wide, and-boffes upon their backs like camels.; their 
colour is moftly black. 

» After having fuffered, with infinite patience and perfeverance, 
the hardthips and danger of this long and painful journey, we were 
gratified, at laft, with the fight of Gondar, about ten miles diftant. 
The king’s palace is diftintily feen, but none of the other houfes, 

_ which are covered by the multitude of trees, growing in the town, 
fo that it appears one thick, black wood. Behind it is Azazo, 
likewife covered with trees. On a hill isthe large church of Tecla 

_ Haimanout, and the river below it makes it diflinguifhable ;° ftill 

_ Aurther on is the great Jake Tzana, which terminates our horizon, 

_ We paffed feveral plantations of fugar-canes, which grow. here 

from the feed. On the 15th refted on the river Angrab, about 
half a mile from Gondar. This country is full of large ants, and 
prodigious {warms of rats and mice, which confume immenfe, 
quantities of grain; to thefe plagues may be added {till one, the 

_ greateft of them all, bad government, which fpecdily deftroys all. 

__ the advantages they reap from nature, climate, and fituation, .. 

| We were much furprifed at arriving on the Angrab, that no. 

_ perfon had come to us from Petros, Janni’s brother. We found., 

d afterwards, indeed, that he had taken fright upon fome menacing | 

i words from the priefts, at hearing a Frank was on his way to Gon- 

dar, and that he had, foon after, fet out for Ibaba, where Ras. 

J Michael was, to receive his dire€tions concerning us. This was 

__ the moft difagreeable accident could have happened to me. ,I had. 

Esova fingle perfon to whom I could addrefs -myfelf for any thing. . 

_ My letters were for the king and Ras Michael, and could be of no, 

~ ule, as both were abfent ; and though I had others for Petros and 
~ the Greeks, they, too, were out of town, ~ . - ve 
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Marly Mahometans came to the Angrab to meet the catavar. 
They all knew 6f my-coming, and TI foom explained ty fttuatiod.:. 
I had Janni’s letters to Negade Ras Matiomet, the chief of the 
Moors at Gondar, and principal merchant in Abyflinia, who was: 

| abfent likewife with the army. But one of his bretliren, Bag e ; 
cious, open-hearted man, defired ‘me not to be difcouraged ; that’. 
as I had not put off my Moorifh drefs, E fhould contmue it; that ; 
a houfe was provided for Mahomet Gibberti, and thofe that were 
witli’ him, and that he would put me immediately irito poffeffion of | 
it, where I might flay, free trom any imtercourfe with the priefts, _ 
till Petros orthe Ras fhould return to Gondar. This-advice F . 
embraced with great readinefs, as there was nothing I was fo muclt _ 
afraid of as an encounter with fanatical priefts before Thad obtaine . 
ed fome proteftion from government, ‘or the great peoplein the’ 
country. After having concerted thefe meafures, I refighed myfelf _ 
tothe dire&tion of my Moorifh friend Hagi Saleh. 

The Moorifh town at Gondar. confifis of about 3000 houfes, - 
fome of them fpacious ard good. I was put in poffefhion of a véry 
neat’ one, deftined for Mahomet Gibberti.. Flour, honey,. and’. 
fuch-like food, Mahomtetans and Chriftians eat promifcuoufly, and 
{fo far F was well fituated. -- As for flefly, although there:was aburi- 
dance of it, I could not touch a bit of it, being killed by Mahos | 
metans; as that’communion would have been looked upon as eqnal . 


to 4 renunciation of Chriftianity. 
. .., [To be continued.} 
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Santi REFLECTIONS: on WAR. os 
From a Sernion. preached at Whittlefea St. Marty’s, in the Ifle of 
Ely, on’a late Faft day, by the Rev. Mr. Burgefs, B: Av 
ct WW: whethet offenfive or defenfive, is'a pi€ture of defoa- 
_¥ ¥ lation: In no one” point of view does it exhibit aa 
amiable feature: take the beft fide of itz What fee you to:cont= ~ 
mend it?’ There is a childith, foolifh pomp’; thereis a vain, and! 
fleeting glory; there is am empty and deceitful honour; but theré- 
is no profit; there is no lafting’advantage; there is no brotherly’ 
love: Throughout, it is one’ continued’ fcene of favage cruelty, 
and unprincipled licentioufnefs, thirfting for dominion, atthe. 
rice: blood, and purchafing greatnefs: at’ the’ expence of. 
umanity. — Jey Sat pce? CERES >: ie Mee toe ee ees ie 
‘I would to God that-every unthinking ettcourdser of War, 
was made to feel in his own perfon the mifery: and ruin. that it 
bfings upon the peaceable, and induftrious! Severe experience 
wou d then convince him, that notwithftanding the fhaimeful, and’ 
precarious, gain of a few, War is ultimately a ferious lofs to focic 
ety; and that whether it turn’ out* fuccefsful, or unfuccefsfil. it ~ 
fpreads devaftation through every clafs of the comniunity..  * 


fe 
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RefleGtions on War. . At 


Of the numerots wars recorded in hiftory, how few have been 
commenced upon juftifiable principles? An invincible luft of 
avarice, joined to a tyrannizing and defpotic ambition, has plun- 
ged: the nations of the earth into unreafonable animofities, and 
deluged the world with the innocent blood of millions. | By what 
rule of reafon, by what precept of the gofpel, do we Chriftians fet 
up the banners of defiance and fharpen the fword for each others’ 
deftru&tion ? 

' Followers of a meek and lowly Mafter, profeffors of a Religion 
which ‘breaths no other {pirit than that of univerfal forbearance, 
and univerfal good-will, is it a part of your creed to murder a 
fellow-creature who has never done you any injury, and againft 
whom you have not the flighteft perfonal ill-will ? Of all the vari- 
ous combinations of folly and wickednefs, furely this is at once 
the mott diabolical, and moft ridiculous! Sr 

The conviétion, that it is for the intereft and happinefs of all 
parties to be at peace with each other, forces itfelf upon the mind 
too ftrongly, to be difpelled by any wretched motives of expedi- 
ency or policy. Peace has uniformly profited all nations; war has 
uniformly depopulated and impoverilhed them. I folemnly believe — 


_ and hope, there is not at this moment, a country under the face of’ 


heaven, the great mafs of whofe inhabitants does not, with heart 
and foul, with for Wars to ceafe in all the World! Atk the huf- 


_ bandman what is his opinion, he will tell you, that he could be 


glad to hear “ they had beat their {words into ploughfhares,. and 
their fpears into pruning-hooks.” Put the fame queftion to the 


' tradefman, to the merchant, to the manufaéturer, to the day- 


labourer, to the poor at large; and they will all anfwer with one. 
voice, “ We abhor, we deteft war; it takes from us the hard 
earned fruits of our labour, and gives us nothing but poverty and 


- mifery in return. | 


If we attend to the confequences of war, what a wide field of 
mifery opens upon us! Here the pifture of defolation is com- 


_ pleted, and we view this abominable Scourge of Mankind, as it 
appears when divefted of its entraneous embellifhments, and 


arrayed in the difmal garb of truth. At the final iffue of an obfti- 
nate conteft, there muft neceflarrly be many lives loft on both: 


fides ; deftru&ion has then done her worft and fele&ted the objets: 
ef her fury; the grave, that tells no tales, filently receives her 
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mnyriads of murdered fouls; and ungrateful ambition, forgetting 
the blood by which viftory was purchafed, dwells only with: 


~ rapture on the glory of her conquefts! Ob! that the great ones’ 
of the earth were but a little more inclined to the refleétion!’ 


7 


What conqueft was ever worth the ufeful lives loft to accomplifh 
it? What battle was ever fought that did not hurry thoufands of 


_ trembling and unprepared fouls into the prefence ot their offended’ 
~ Redeemer? O God! when thou makeft inquifition for blood, 


upon whom wilt thou lay the guilt of thofe torrents of blood that » 


Vou, XIX, Jan. 1796. Yo ema have *' 
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_ out from the fame fpot! all bound to the fame place! a 
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have been fhed for no earthly purpofe whatever, but to gratify the 

deteftable and infolent ambition of a few poor puny creatures like 

ourfelves. Pa ; 
At the conclufion of a fpirited and long contefted war, there is 


_ fcarcely a cottage to be met ‘with that does not bear vifible marks 


of its fruits. In one miferable hut you may behold, feated at their 
{canty meal, a mother and her tribe of half flarved children ; but 
father you will find none; death met him in the field of battle, 
and ina moment, made his children fatherlefs, and his wife a 
widow. Here you view au aged couple, bent double. with infirs 
mities and years, and, God knows! but little capable to fuftain a 
protraéted journey through the winter of life, yet hoping flill ta 
fee better days, when the war-.is ended, and their children are 
xeturned. Time, that at length, brings all things to bear, finifhes 
the war; but time does not bring back their children, To the 
artificial advantages of war, IL oppofe, with confidence, the teal 


“Agffes of mankind: To the pomp and fplendour of martial beroifm, 
-Toppofe the orphan’s tears, and the widow’s cry: And to the 


vain and idle boaft of the vitor, the fad and untimely fate of: 
the vanquifhed. When the glories of battle, are the theme of 
conyerfatien, how feldom are thofe remembered who fought and: 
who fell in it! Twenty thoufand of what are called common fol- 
diers, might perifh, and no one concern himfelf to inquire how: 
they died, or where they were buried; but let inhuman and info- 
lent pride be told, that every one of thofe poor men, who thus 


oan 


fell negleGed and forgotten, were as true to their king, as faithful | 


to their country, had difpofitions as good, and hearts.as brave and: 
honeft, and fouls as dear, as the greateft and nobleft warrior 
among them. How often are the common foldiers doomed to 
"\ beg bitter bread through realms their valour fav’d,” while too 
many who are converfant only in the knaveries of war, and wha 
without virtue, labour, or hazard, are growing rich, as their coun- 
try is impoverifhing, find their infamies at length rewarded, b 

equipages that fhine like meteors, and palaces that rife like exhala~ 


thofe only, who, of all others, leaft deferve to be benefited, can: 
never with any complacency be looked upon in the erroneous light 
of aneceflary evil. Arguments are not wanting to prove, that 
men were never created to be a Scourge and Nuifance to one ano-: 


ther. We have but to refle@ upon the nature of life, and alk 


animofities mutt inftantly vanifh. Fellow travellers through a vale! 
of forrow! fellow fufferers in a world of wretchednef$! ail fetting: 
tt Hl encoun: 
tering the fame enemy—death! all exploring the fame unknown 
region—the grave! all fleeping filent in the duft and forgoiten ! 
all rifing from the duft, when évery man fhall receive his own 
Reward! When we confider life in this aw ful point of view, it is 
aftonifhing how chriftian nations can make war upon each other, 
or forbear to live together in Unity like BRETHREN. 


ions. War being thus a national misfortune and of benefit ta. 1 
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To JAMES IRELAND, Efqy 
My very dear Friend, Madeley, Sept. 7, 1776. 


J Thank you for yout kind letter, and am glad you will continue 


' Move. 


to oppofe bigotry, thowgt I would not have you bring a 
whole houfe about your ears, for the fake of fo infignificant a 
creature as Lam. As many, who efpoufe the fentiments 6f my 
opponents, condemn me without having heard me out, and upon 
the dreadful charges which they have brought againit me, they are 
not much to blame; for what good man can think well of a blaf- 
phemer, and an enemy to the gofpel? I hope, for my part, to do 
what fhall be in my power to remove prejudices, and truft to gain 
fome oy ane and -patience, by what] fhall not be able to re- 

od is my witnefs, that I honour and love them, though 
i will never part with my liberty of expofing error, wherever I 
fhall dete@ it. Why might I not endeavour to take off a fpot 
from a friend’s fleeve, without running the rifk of lofing his friends 
fap and incuring his ill will ? , 

y health is, I thank God, better than when I wrote laft. I 
have not yet ern’ rather from a fenfe of my duty to my 
friends, and high thoughts of Mr. Greave’s labours, (who does the 
work of an evangelift to better purpofe than I) than to fpare my- 
felf; for, if 1am not miftaken, I am as able to do my work now, 
as I was a year ago. 
~ A fortnight ago I paid a vifit to Weft Bromwich: I ran awa 


_ fromthe kindnefs of my parifhioners, who oppreffed me’ wit 


tokens of their love. To me there is nothing fo extremely trying 


as exceffive kindne/s. 1am of the King’s mind, when the people 


fhewed their love to him on his journey to Portfmouth, “I can 
bear,” he faid, “* the hiflings of a London mob, but thefe fhouts of 


g yy are too much for me.” You, my dear friend, Mrs, Ireland, - 


ts. Norman, and all your family, have put me to that fevere 


| _ trial, to which all trials caufed by the hard words that have been 


fpoken of me are nothing. I return you all my warmeit thanks, 
and pray that, excels excepted, you may all meet, in the day of 


- your weaknefs, as kind nurfes and benefaétors, as you have proved. 
_ to me. 


At our age, a recovery can be but a fhort reprieve: let us, 
then, give up ourfelves daily to the Lord, as people who have no 


confidence in the flefh, and do not truft to To-morrow. I 
- find my weaknefs, unprofitablenefs, and wretchednefs, daily more 
and more and the more I find them, the more need I have to fink 
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into felf-abhorrence, Nor do I defpair to fink one day fo in it, as 


to die to felf, and revive inamy God, Farewell. j. ¥. 
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To the Rev. Mr. CHARLES WESLEY. 
My very dear Brother, Madeley, Sept. 15, #776. 


| Lately confulted a pious gentleman, near Litchfield, famous 
for his {kill in the diforders of the breaft. He affured me, 
Iam in no immediate danger of.a confumption of the lungs; and 
that my diforder is upon the nerves, in confequence of too much 
clofe thinking. He permitted me to write and preach in modera- 
tion, and gave me medicines, which, I think, are of fervice in 
taking off my feverifh heats. My fpitting of blood is. flopped, 
and I may yet be fpared to travel with you as an invalid. 

If God adds one inch to my fpan, 1 fee my calling. 1 defire to 
know nothing but Chrift, and him crucified, revealed in the Spirit. 
I long to feel-the uémoft power of the Spirit’s difpenfation ; and I 
will endeavour to bear my teftimony to the glory of that difpenfa- 
tion, both with my pen and tongue. Some of our injudicious, or 
inattentive friends, will probably charge me with novelty for it 5 
but be that as it will, let us meekly ftand for the truth as it is in 
Jefus, and truft the Lord for every thing. I thank God, I feel fo 
dead to popular applaufe, that, I truft, I fhould not be afraid to 
maintain a truth againft all the world; and yet I dread to diffent 
from any child of God, and feel ready to condefcend to every one. 
O what depths of humble love, and what heights of gofpel tru:h, 
do I fometimes fee! I want to fink into-the former, and rife into 
the latter. Help me by your example, letters, and prayers ; and 
let us, after our forty years abode in the wildernefs with Mofes 
and John, break forth after our Jofhua into the Canaan of pure 
love. Iam, &c. 


To the Rev. Mr. VINCENT PERRONET. 
Dear Father in Chrift, Newington, Jan. 19, 1777. 


I ‘Beg you would accept my multiplied thanks for your repeated 
favours. You have twice entertained me a worthlefs ftranger ; 
and not yet/tired of the burden, you kindly invite me, weak and 
troublefome as I am, to fhare in the comforts of your houfe and 
family. Kind Providence leaves me no room, at prefent, to hang 
a third burden upon vou. The good air and accommodations here, 
and the nearnefs to a variety of helps, joined to the kindnefs of my 
friends and the weaknefs of my body, forbid me to remove at 
prefent. God réward your labour of ‘love and ‘fatherly offers ! 
Should the Lord raife me, I fhall be better able to reap the benefit 
_ of your inftruétions,—a pleafure, which I promife myfelf fome 
time, if the Lord pleafes. : 

I have of late thought much upon a method of reconciling the 
Calvinifts and Armimians. I have feen fome Calvinian minifters,. 
who feem inclined to a plan of pacification. © I wifh'I had ftrength 
enough to draw the {ketch of it for your improvement. — I think’ 
the thing is by no means impraéticable, if we would but look one 
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another in the face, and fall together at the feet of Him, “ who 
makes men to be of one mind in a houfe,” and made once al! be- 
lievers to be of one foul in the Church. | Let us pray, hope, wait 
and be ready to caft one mite of endeavour towards the blefling of 
a reconciliation; in which none could be more glad to fecond 
you, than, Honoured and dear Sir, your affectionate, obliged fon 
in the gofpel, + Oe 


To Mis PERRONET. 
Dear Madam, Newington, Jan. 19,1777 


a7 ii: 


[ Thank you for your care and kind nurfing of me when at 
Shoreham ; and, efpecially, for the few lines you have favoured 
me with. They are fo much the more agreeable to me, as they 
treat of the one thing needful for the recovery of our fouls,—the 
Spirit of Power, of Love, and of a found Mind; together with 
our need of it, and the grand promife that this need fhall be abun- 
dantly fupplied ;—fupplied by “a baptifmal outpouring of that 
“ Spirit of Life in Chrift Fefus, which makes us free from the law 
of fin and death.” May we hunger and thirft after righteoufnefs, 
in the Holy Ghoft, and we fhall be filled: May we fo come to 
_ our firft Paraclete, Advocate, and Comforter, as to receive the 
Second, as an indwelling and overflowing fountain of light, life, 
- and love. My view of this myftery is, I truft f{criptural. The 
_ Father fo loved the, world, as to give us the firft Advocate, Para- 
_clete, and Comforter, whom we love and receive as our Redeemer, 
The firft Advocate has told us, it was expedient that he fhould 
leave us, becaufe in that cafe, he would fend another Advocate, 
- Paracle-e, or Comforter, to abide with us, and be 2m us for ever, as 
- our Sandifier, our Urim and Thummim, our Lights and Perfec- 
~ fions, our Oracle and Guide. This is the grand promife to Chrif- 
_tians ;—called “ The promife of the Father,” and bought by the 
Son. O may it be fealed on our hearts by che Spirit of promife! 
_ May we ever cry, ; 
é ** —Seal thou our breafls, and let us wear 
** That pledge of love for ever there!” 


4 for it: This great falvation draws nigh. Let us thank God more 
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of one heart and one foul. ‘Nor forget to afk, that, when you 
prefs into that kingdom and church, you may be followed by, 
Dear Madam, yours, &c. fois 


To JAMES. IRELAND, Ely 
Newington, Jan. 29, 1777. 


ope be to God, and to my dear Friend, for favours upon 

favours, for undeferved love and the moft endearing tokens 
of‘it. I have received your obliging letters full of kind offers and 
your jar full of excellent grapes. May God open to you the book 
of life, and feal upon your heartall the offers and promifes it con- 
tains; and may the treafures of Chrift’s love, and all the fruits of 
the Spirit, be abundantly open to my dear friend and unwearied 
benetaQor! 

_ Providence fent me laft Sunday Dr. Turner, who, under God, 
faved my life twenty-three years ago in a dangerous illnefs; and I 
am inclined to try what 42s method will do. He orders me affes 
milk, chicken, &c. forbids me riding, and recommends the greateft 
 guietnefs. He prohibits the ufe of Briftol water; advifes fome 
-waters of a purgative nature; and_ tries to promote expe€toration 
by a method that fo far anfwers, though I fpit by it more blood 
than before. It will be in order to cure one way or other. 

With refpeét to my foul, I find it good to be in the balance, 
awfully weighed every day. for life or death, I thank God, the 
latter has loft its fting, and endears to me the Prince of Life.’ But 
O! I want Chrift, my refurreftion, to be a thoufand times more 
dear to me; and doubt not he will be fo when I am filled with 
the Spirit of wifdom and revelation in the knowledge of. him. 
Let us wait for that glory, praifing God for all we have received, 


and do daily receive; and trufting him for all we have not yet ' 


received. Let our faith do juftice to his veracity, our hope to 
his goodnefs, and our love to all his perfeétions. It is good to 
truft in the Lord, and his faints like well to hope in him. Iam 
provided here with every neceflary and convenient blefling for my 


fate. The great have even done me the honour of calling :—Mr, . 


Shirley, Mr. Rowland Hill, Mr. Peckwell, &c. I exhort them 
to promote peace in the Church, which they take kindly. I hope 
God will incline us all to peace, living and dying. Lady Hun- 
tingdon has written mea kind letter alfo.. O for nniverfal, lafting 
Kindnefs! ‘This world to me is now becomé a world of love. May 
it be fo to my dear friend alfo. My kindeft love and thanks wait 
on yourfelf, Mrs. Ireland, and all your dear family. J. 


To Mn GREENWOOD. . 


* 
‘ 
) 


London, —+, 17772 


MoM dear Companion in tribulation, and in the patience of 
A Jefus. “ Peace be multiplied unto you, and refignation by 
the crofs of Jefus. I bear vour foot on my heart, and caft my 
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~ heart on i. to whom all burdens are lighter than a feather. 
Pafchal faid, when the rod of tribulation was upon him, ‘“* Now 
I begin to be a Chriftian,” meaning a follower of the man of 
forrows. By his pierced feet may yours be eafed. Hold this faft, 
** Whom the Lord toveth, he chaflencth? Accept the rod as a 
token of your adoption; and be willing to be made perfeét in 
patience by /ufferings. In the mean time rejoice that Chrift’s 
fufferings are over,—that they are atoning,—and that they have 
purcha/ed our comforts. If you can come fately to-morrow, you 
will bring a bleffing to your poor penfioner, who remains in the 
bonds of grateful, brotherly love, yours, pe 


To JAMES IRELAND, Ef; 
My dear Friend, wington, Feb. 24, 17776 


ET us abandan ourfelves with erve to God, who is alika 
the God of all grace when he chaftifes, as when he bleffes 
us. Be a fon of Abraham,—be an imitator of God. Abraham 
refufed not to offer up his fon Ifaac, and God has delivered his only 
Son to death for us. Refufe nothing to this God of love and ten- , 
der compaffion, The facrifice of thofe things which are moft 
precious to us, are the /ea/? unworthy of him; and had wea thou, 
- fand Ifaacs, we ought to keep back none from him. Perhaps the 
_ Lord hath heard your prayer and ours, If your Ifaac lives, may 
_ he be devoted to the Lord as was Samuel; and may the God of 
Elijah have all the glory of his recovery. If he be dead, prepa e 
to follow him, and do not envy him the {weet repofe which Me 
enjoys, and in which we fhall foon fhare with him. 
Adieu. They forbid my writing, but I will write to the laff, 
Bleffed be God who giveth us the vittory over death and its pains 
by Fefus Chrift} In Fim I am, and fhall always be altogether yours, 
4 fan your ten thoufand times obliged friend, a oy a 
P. S. Your fecond letter, which reached me when the above 
_ was written, informs me of your lofs;—but why fhould I call 
- God's fecuring your fon, ad giving him eternal life, your lofs ? 
Jt is Chrift’s gain, who fees in that fweet chil¥ the travel of his 
- childhood ; and it is your fon’s gain, fince his Confliéts and dan 
gers are now over, and nothing awaits him but an eternal increafe 
2 of happinefs, Who knows but what God, who forefees all the 
- ftorms of corruption and rocks of fin we are likely to meet with © 
in the fea of life, has taken your dear child at the beft, and by 
_ this premature death, fecures him from eternal death? Come then, 
 do:not repine. God bas made you the inftrament of adding one 
more little cherub to the heavenly hoft; and in this light you may 
well fay, “ The Lord gave, and: the Lord hath taken away, bleffed 
be the name of the Lord!” He is betier than ten fons. Your fom 
isin his bofem, and this new cord fhould now ‘draw you from 
rth to heaven with a frefh degree of power,—with an irrefiftible _ 


~ 
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Lthank you ten thoufand times over for all your repeated marks 
of love and generofity to me and mine: the burden is too great to 
bear; 1 muft caft it upon. Him, who can blefs you ten thoufand 
times over, and turn all your feeming loffes into the ereateft blef- 
fings. » May the God ll. confolation, help you to reap the 
earlieft and ripeft fruit of the affli@ion, whereby he gives you a 
new token of your adoption. Remember my kind love and pres 
dent my beft thanks to Mrs. Ireland. Your's, &c. jerks 
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A Letter from the Rev. Mr. GEORGE WHIT EFIELD, to 
x # % * * * * # at Newcaftle-upon-Tyne. 


‘My dear Brother, 

] OWE you.a letter h love; the one I will now pay 

you; the other debt common Lord muft difcharge; I 
defpair of doing it, becaufe I run upon frefh arrears to Him and 
his dearpeople, every day and every hour. TI willingly therefore 
own myfelf a debtor to high and low, rich and poor; to all of all 
denominations whatfoever. What have we to do any more with 
a party or feftarian zeal? Why fhould not our heaven begin 
‘on earth, 

‘ All that we know they do above, 
Is—that they fing, and that they love. 


_ Oh for fome frefh anointings of the bleffed Spirit! Then will 
the fcales fall from our eyes, and the vail be taken from our hearts; 
. then fhall we be more content to think and let think; and be: 
fiudious to be of one Heart, where we cannot be of one judg- 
ment. The fweetnefs of fuch a fpirit is unfpeakable: It brings 
with it, its own reward: It frees the foul from athoufand needlefs 
jealoufies and felfifh purfuits, and enables it to put the reins of 
government into his hands, who alone orders all things. well, 
Lord increafe in us this fpirit, and énable us to love all That bear 
thy Image, however they may not in all things agree with us! 
Ob let. us find the ancient way 
Our wondering foes to move; 
And force the heathen world to fay, 
See, how thefe chriftians love !, 


My dear brother, your kind letter confirains me to write thus 
Blefled be God for what has been. done at any time by any inflrue 
ment at Newcaftle! I ftill pray that it may be full of new creatures. 

In London we have occafion to rejoice: Yefterday was a great: 
day of the Son of Man. Both at the facrament, and under the 
word preached,—our Lord gave us to drink of the wine * the 
Kingdom, On Monday laft we followed three believers to’ the. 
grave, and triumphed over death on his own ground. God help. 
us.to love him more and ferve him better | jis rates 
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_ <_T falute all moft heartily with whom ‘you are in fellowship. 
Grace, mercy and peace be multiplied upon you! I beg a con- 
tinued intereft in your prayers, and fubfcribe myfelf, dear Sir, 
~your affe&tionate friend and ready fervant, 
y GEORGE WHITEFIELD, 
‘The preceding letter was found among the papers of Mr. 


Matthew Errington, of Newcaitle. It was written at London, 
but to whom, or at what time, is not mentioned. 
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A LETTER rrom Mr. T. R, to Mr. P. 
>. My dear Brother, ~ Noy. 21, 1786, 


Woe my whole heart do I approve what you fay concern- 
= _ Ang the Salvation of the Gofpel being a glorious, full, 
_ free, and prefent Salvation; and that the way to obtain it is by 
Faith. I believe nothing more is needful. but that. we be made 
* deeply fenfibly of our want of this Salvation, firmly believe the 
promifes which hold it out unto us, and come fimply, juft as we 
_ are (without flaying to make ourfelves better or worle) to the great 
_ Promife-making and Promife-fulfilling Gop, in the Name of our 
adorable High Prieft and Advocate; being fully perfuaded that 
_ what he hath promifed he is able, he is willing, he is ready to per- 
_ form, \ Surely all who thus believe, fhall fee the Glory of God. 
~ It thall be done unto them according to their Faith. They hhall 
not only be freely juftified, but fully fanétified. They fhall in- 
 ereafe daily in the knowledge and love of God, fink deeper and 
__ rife higher into him, till they continually enjoy that facred Union, 
_ that deep myfterious Onenefs with the Father and the Son through 
the eternal Spirit, which our Lord prayed for in the behalf of all 
who fhould believe in him, when he faid, “‘ Neither pray I for 
' thefe alone, but for all them alfo who fhall believe on me through 
~ their Word; that they all may be one, as thou Father art in me,- 
and I in thee, that they alfo may be one in us.—And the Glory 
_ which thou gaveft me, I have given them, that they may be one, 
- even as we are one: | in them, and thou in me, that they may be 
_ made perfe& in one, and that the world may know that thou haft 
 fent me, and haft Joved them, as thou haft loved me.” — And what 
St. Paul enjoyed when he faid, “1 am crucified with Chrift, 
- neverthelefs I live, yet not I, but Chrift liveth in me.” I think it 
is alfo very clear, that the Lord can, and does cleanfe the hearts 
of believers from all fin ina moment. Indeed what doubt can 
there be concerning it, feeing it is wholly his work, and that with 
him all things are poffible, and one day as a thoufand years. 
“When men engage in any work of great importance, they take 
much time to bring it to perfe€tion; but the Lord does great and _ 
parvellous things in a little time, in the twinkling of an eye. He 
Vou. XIX. Jan. 1796. 9 bs fpeaks, 
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fpeaks, and it is done: He commands, and it ftands fats He 
fays, “I will, be thou cleap,” and immediately the leprofy of Sin 
departs: “1 am thy Salvation,”—-and we are faved to the utters 
moft.. ‘ Behold! I make all things new,”—-and lo! a new Crea- 
tion. of pure light, life, love, peace, joy, harmony and heaven, 
arifes in the foul. And Oh! what matter of thankfulnefs and 


* praife, that this Salvation is the privilege of every child of God: 


* That he gave himfelf for us, to redeem us from all iniquity and 
purify us unto himfelf a peculiar people; and that he 1s contie 
nually faying unto us all, “ Be ye holy, for I am holy.”- 
Happy, thrice happy are the people who are in fuch a cafe. “ Who 
is like unto them, a people faved of the Lord ?” Glory be to God, 
this Salvation is to my foul more defirable than gold, and fweeter 
far than the honey-comb. The image of the bleffed Jefus appa 
infinitely amiable. Its divine beauty captivates my heart. .I hardly 
know what part of his fair chara€ter,—which feature in his hea- 
venly countenance, to admire mofi: His deep Humility, which 
made him not only to take upon him the form of a Servant, but 
content to be a Worm and no man ; his perfeét refignation, which 
made the Will of his heavenly Father fo welcome and delightful to 
him, even in his bittereft agony; his lamb-like patience, which 
all the contradiftion, fury, and barbarous cruelty of his bittereft 
enemies could extort nothing feverer from, than “* Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do ;” or his infinitely tender 
Jove and compaffion for his poor, wretched, perifhing creatures, 
which moved him, after he had laboured early and late, in public 
and in private, for their good ;—after he had poured out cries and 
prayers, for whole nights together in their behalf, ta go, and 
pour out all his blood, and lay down his precious life on the crofs, 
to redeem and fave them. Well might St, Paul fay, “ Put ye on 
the Lord Jefus Chrift.". Oh! my bleeding, loving Lord, help me 
to.put thee on! Let me be filled and clothed with thee. Be thou 
my Allin All; for then, and on/y then, fhall 1 be a perfe& Chrif, 
tian, throughly furnifhed unto all good works. T 
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- H! what are honour, virtue, fame, 
f \ Sincerity and truth; ; 


But cunning fiétions of difguife, eS * 


_.. Which knaves and hypocrites devife, 


oe - »  Iochéat unknowing Youth. 


And what is friendfhip, but a name 


it f’ RS. Which mocks our fond defires, 


The vain deception of a day, 
To lead unguarded hearts altray; 
It wounds and then expires! . 
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Ten years thrice told, in vain I’ve fought, 
Thefe phantoms of the brain, 

And oft as they appear’d in view, 

Like morning clouds, or early dew, 
They vanith’d foon again. 


*T was thus in melancholy gloom, 

A philofophic fage, 
Complain’d of Man, and figh’d, and mourn’d, 
Till reafon fail’d and paffion burn’d, 

With heart confuming rage, 


Come, vice, he faid, poffefs my heart, 
I woo thee to thefe arms, 

‘Let envy, fpleen, and-malice be, 

The Glories of the mind to me; 
Farewell, falfe virtue’s charms. 


When lo! an heav’aly nymph appear’d, 
A native of the tky; 

Ten thoufand graces round her play’d, 

And yet fhe feem’d an artlefs maid, 
And heayen was in her eye. 


"He gaz’d, he trembled ;~-fond furprife 
Poffeis’d his throbbing heart ; j 
Oh! would’f thou come with me, he faid, * 
Divine, angelic, heavenly maid, 
And we thall never part ! 


My nameis Cuarity, faid the; 
Then {mil’d the foft confent ; 

Her charms bade all his forrows ceafe, 

His heart was fill’d with balmy peace,. 
And joy, and {weet content. 


James Lyons, P 
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VERSES writTEn By A younG LADY. 


a ey Power fupreme! by whofe command I live, qe" 
The grateful tribute of my praife receive; 

To thy indulgence I my Being owe, _ 

And all thofe joys which from that Being flow. 

Author of Life, in vain my tongue affays, 

For this immortal gift, to {peak 'thy preies ‘ 

How hall my heart it’s grateful fenfe reveal, | 

Where all the energy of words muff fail ? 

Oh, may its influence in my life appear, : 

And every aétion prove my Thanks fincere ! sar We 
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Teach me betimes to tread thy facred ways, 
And to thy fervice confecrate my days; — uty. 

While on thro’ life’s perplexing maze I ftray, 

Guide thou my feet into the narrow way; 

Conduét the fteps of my unguarded youth, 

. And point their motions to the paths of Truth. 

Proteét me by thysprovidential care, 

And warn my foul to fhun.the Tempter’s {nare ; 

Thro’ all the fhifting fcenes of varied life, 

In calms of eafe, or ruffling florms of ftrife ; 

Thro’ each event of thi€ inconftant ftate, 
Preferve my temper equal and fedate. 


Give me a mind that nobly can defpife 
The low defigns and little arts of vice ; 
_ Be my Religion fuch as taught by thee, 
Alike from pride, and /uper/tition free. 


* Inform my judgment, regulate my will, ae 


My reafon ftrengthen, and my paffions fill. ; 
To gain thy favour be my firft great end, < eka 
And to that point may every a€tion tend. 
Amidtt the pleafures of .a profperous ftate, 
Whofe flattering charms the natural heart elate—  -« 
- May I refle& to whom thefe gifts J owe, _ ; 
-And blefs the bounteous Hand from whence they flow 3 
Or, 1f an adverfe fortune be my fhare, 
Let not its terrors tempt me to defpair ;_ 
But fixt on thee, a fteady faith maintain, 
And own all good—-which thy decrees ordain, 
On thine unfailing Providence depend, 
The bef protetor and the fureft friend: cal 
Thus on life’s ftage may I my part fuftain, i J 


_ , find, at my exit, thy applaufes gain! ei y 


ig. pe Le Maen apn a ae Oe 
Underan Hour Grass, in a Grotto, near a flream of Water, 
of PRIS -babbling ftream not uninfru@ive flows,— i 
; ~ Nor idly loiters to.its deftin’d main; 
_ Each flower it feeds, that on its margin grows, * te 
And.-bids thee blufh whofe days are {pent.in vain, ’ 
Nor void of moral; though unheeded, glides) 
__ Time's current; flealing on with filent hafte,: : 
For lo! each falling fand, his fally chides, © 9 
Who lets one precious moment run to wafte, 
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The Experience of Mr. JouN Boyce. 


] WAS born at Whitehaven in Cumberland, in the year 1768. 
My father was a native of Scotland, and had been brought up 
ii the fear of the Lord; as far back as I can remember, I fre. 
> me obferved, that when he came into the houfe he took up 
the Bible, and after reading awhile he began to weep and fal 
down upon his knees. The religious deporiment of my father 
inclined me‘to believe, that there were a Being, though to me 

‘invifible, who made all things, who fuperintended all things, 
who took notice of the a&ions of mankind, and who would, at 
fome certain. period, reward or punifh them according to their 
works, My mother being a native of the Ifle of Man, I was 
-fént to that Ifland when about fix years of age, to live with my 
[ ithwey This removal affefied me greatly, as I faw none 
but flrangé taces; moft of whom fpoke a language which I did 
“mot underftand; which for fome time induced me to look upon 
mhyfelf as ina ftate of banifhment, and caufed me to turn my 
‘attention to the things of Eternity. Soon after I was fent to 
{chool, and became acquainted with my neighbours and their lana 
guage; but in proportion as I increafed in knowledge, my religi- 
ous impreffions leffened, and I loft my defires for heaven and 
‘happinefs. Neverthelefs at times, I was greatly alarmed when 
Wheard of the death of any perfon, and prayed that I might not 
‘die till I returned home'to my father in England, to be inftruf@ted 
‘in the way to Heaven. : , 
About this time the’ Methodiff Preachers vifited the Ifle of 
Man’ and preached to the people, which occafioned much con- 
‘yérfation about them and their doftrine. My grandfather being 
prejudiced againft them, affirmed that they were the falfe prophets 
“mentioned in the feriptures; and as he was. one of the heads of 

the parifh, his declaration. was the more regarded ; and alihough 

‘Iwas but a child, yet I’ imbibed an averfion to the Methoditts, 

which was removed by hearing a difpute one day between my 
Yandfather and forse er the moft illiterate perfons of our parifh, | 

‘who had lately’etbraced the Methodift principles; they defended 

their dorine with fach ftrong proofs from the Bible, that my_ 

‘andfather was confoundéd, and not able to anfwer them. From 

‘that time] bégan toentertain favourable fentiments of the Metho- 
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difts, and thought they were in the right way to Heaven; notwith- 
ftanding this conviction faftened upon my mind, yet I rebelled 
againft it to fuch a degree, that whenever I went to hear them, I 
did alk the mifchief in my power. : 

When 1 was fourteen years old, I returned to Whitehaven ; 
my father was then a widower, and had Joft all his ferioufnefs. 
It was now time for me to learn fome bufinefs, and accordingly 
I went to a cabinet-maker and houfe-joiner. But I was now as 
fiéat a flranger to my native place, as though I had never feen it 
before, and being unacquainted with the people, I had time for 
refleion, and began to entertain ferious thoughts about death and 
eternity. But as I had no religious friend to inftru& me in the 
way which I was defirous of walking im, and being ignorant of 
the things belonging to my peace, I foon became truly miferable.: 
I ftayed about a year with my mafter, and then refolved to con- 
tinue with him no longer, becaufe I imagined that the unhappi- 
nefs of my mind was occafioned by a diflike tomy bufinefs. 

From Whitehaven I went to Maryport, being determined to 
be a fhip-wright. But here I found no relief; my inward uneafi- 
nefs increafed more and more, tillat length I thought that flrangling 
was better than fuch a life of wretchednefs. It was on a Thurf- 
day when I got to Maryport; I foon found a mafter, who fet 
me to work next day, .but on Saturday I left him, and returned 
to Whitehaven. I was now in fuch confufion of mind, that I 
knew not what to do; but at length refolved to go to fea, hoping 
to find happinefs upon that element. But here my fituation was 
worfe than ever, for fcarce any thing was to be heard or feen but 
extreme wickednefs. Sometimes I afked the failors, ‘* Do you 
ever pray?” ‘* Prey! (faid they) Our prayers and {wearing are, 
juft the fame! for when we pray, we think of no good; and 
when we {wear, we think of no harm!” I was foon weary of a 
fea-faring life, and refolved to quit it,’ as foon as Providence 
fhould open a way forme. After being fix months at fea, I went 
to the Ifle of Man, and from thence to Liverpool, where I got 
employment with a perfon reputed to. be a Methodift. + 
. The diftrefs of my foul ftill continued, and notwithflanding 
the burden of fin was intolerable, yet I never had the courage to 
open my mind to any perfon. The man with whom 1 worked 
who was reported to be a Methodift, I foon difcovered, had’ pis 


real religion, but was juft like the reft of the world: and as it 
was not till fome time after, that I learned, he did not belong to” 
the Meihodift fociety, I fappofed that all the Methodifts in Liver. 
pool were like him; and as the falvation of thy foul was aoueay 
only concern, I returned to the Ife of, Man, intending to join 
the Methodifls there, becaufe I knew them to be a holy people. | 
_ After being in the Ifland fome time, I went to work with two 
-men belonging to the fociety. They foon obferved’ that I had. 
fome good impreflions, and {poke freely to me; and I ar eine 
learned from their converfation, that they enjoyed the; Bi cfg 


4 | ‘which’. 


. 

Liverpool again, where I diligently attended t 

__prayer-meetings, but durft not meet in clafs, 

vpon myfelf as too vile and worthlefs a finner. 
on ‘ 
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which I greatly longed to obtain, namely, the peace’and love of 

God, accompanied with a conf{cioufnels that the Lord had for- 
given alltheir fins. I now attended the preaching conftantly, till 
at laft one of the men invited me toa clafs-meeting, and defired 
me to call next Sunday at his houfe. Accordingly I went about 
the time appointed, but he was gone to the meeting, and I return- 
ed home in great diftrefs, and began to read and pray. Next 
day I acquainted my other companion with the difappointment I 
had met with, and he direéted. me to call upon him the enfuing 
Sunday ; which I did accordingly, but was again too late. How- 
ever, after a fharp confli& with myfelf, I took courage and 
went to the houfe where the clafs met: although I did not know 
the nature of the meeting, yet I fuppofed they affembled together 
for religious exercifes. After being fome time in the room, one 
of them gave out a hymn, and prayed ; and then they {poke of 
the dealings of the Lord with their fouls. I heard their converfa- 
tion with aftonifhment, and my confcience bore witnefs to the 
Truth. It feemed to me, that they were all going in the way that 
leads to happinefs and heaven, while I was in the utmoft danger 
of finking into Hell. My anguifh of mind was fo great that I 
wept aloud, and yet I grieved becaufe I could not grieve enough 
for my fins. 

When the meeting concluded, one of the brethren ene ged 
ne to continue feeking the Lord, and that I was not far foe the 
kingdom, if I perfevercd in the way of repentance. For fome 
time, the only thing I could pray for was, that I might fee and 
fee] my fins: the Lord anfwered me in this matter, and gave me 
fuch a difcovery of them that I defpaired of obtaining mercy, and 
even feared that the day of Grace was paft, and that I was guilty 
of the unpardonable fin againft the Holy Ghoft. My affli€tion 
did not arife fo much from the terrors of hell, but becaufe I had 
finned againft the Lord, and could not conceive how it was pofli- 
ble for a juft and holy God to forgive me, fince he had faid in 
his Word, “ That the wages of fin is death.” Some of my 


friends.exhorted me to believe on the Lord Jefus Chrift, and all - 


would be well; but this embarraffed me moie than ever, becaufe 
I had no ‘clear ideas of the nature and method of believing with 
the heart unto righteoufnefs. I did believe, with all my heart, that 
I was a guilty, hell-deferving finner ; but I could not believe that 
my fins were forgiven ; becaufe I felt the guilt and burden of them 
upon my cohf{cience ; and I was altogether at a lofs, how to be- 
lieve on Chrift in fuch a manner as to obtain through him the 
pardon of all my tranfgreffions. But in the midft of all my per- 
plexities and temptations, I ftill continued to call on the Name of 


the Lord. . 
et hs, and then went to 


- 1 continued in the Ifland a few mont ) 
or he preaching and 


becaufe I looked, 


Ha remained 


For fome time [I 
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remained between hope and defpair. “Faith in Chyift ftill feemed 


a great myftery to me: what I was to believe, or how I was ta 
baieve, I could not tell. To believe that God had blotted out 
‘my iniquities, when I had the flrongeft inward teftimony to the 
‘contrary, would have been too grofs a delufion for me to plunge 
into with my eyes open. However I refolved never ta reft till 
the Lord brought me out of darknefs into his marvellous light. 
One day when 1 was alone wreftling with the Lord, he graci- 
oufly looked dawn upon my affliéiion, and revealed his Son to me, 
as fuffering for my fins; and I thought I heard a voice faying, 
* Dof thou now believe?” to which I anfwered aloud,---“ 1 can- 
not help but believe.” I now clearly faw that God was fill juft 
jn juftifying a guilty finner who believed in his Son Jefus. 

Then I had found peace with God, I went and met in a clafs ; 
‘and in a year after was appointed afeader: I continued in this 
office about two years, and then was appointed an itinerant preacher 
in St. Atfile circuit, in Cornwall; Mr. Rhodes was the affiftant 
of the circuit, and fhewed me all the affeétion and tendecnels of 
a father. ’ When I had travelled four months, I fellinto evil-rea- 

fonings, and began to doubt of my call to the work of the minifiry, 
_ In this diftrefs I wrote to Mr. Rhodes, requefting he would fend 

for a preacher to fupply my place, as I intended to travel no lon- 
ger; but he encouraged me to perfeyere in well-doing ; and thro’ 
the blefling of God we faw a gracious revival of the work, about 
three hundred new-members being added to the focieties in our 
circuit this year. Having obtained help, I continue to the prefent 
day to love God and his people, and to {peak of the things of his 
kingdom. ; : 
~ Plymouth-Dock, 


Sear, 1794: joun Bovne- 
Mr, Matuer’s firft Difcourfe on Curist1AN PERFECTION. 
{ Concluded from page 13. } 


, HE fear of God, which has been already defcribed, cleanfeth 
T from all filthinefs of flefh and fpirit es: ways: It keeps 
the confcience truly tender, and makes it quick-fighted t 


; hted to difcern 
and feel the flighteft touch of fin, or even omilf 19.98 he 


ion of duty in 
any degree. The confcience is hereby led to pafsa jut fentence 
upon both, admitting of none cf thofe palliating excules or exten. 
uations, which, alas! befpeak a very great want of holy jealoufy ; 
fuch as, ‘ Satan took the advantage; I was off my. guard ; my 
natural temper is fo and fo; furely no one is tried like mes the 
fpirit is willing, but the flefh is weak; there is no living, witha) t 
fin 5 there is no perfe€tion in this life, it is well we are to be faved 
by Chrift, and not by our own works, &c.” ; And thus men. whe 
have laid a foundation for repentance by dead works, hide it from, 
their own eyes, and effe€tually debar themfelves from all tha, 
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advantages intended them by a throne of Grace through an Advo- 
cate at the right-hand of the Majefty.on high; who, notwith{land. 
ing all their exclamations and excules, is difpleafed with impeni- 
tent finoers for taking refuge in fuch lies as thefe are, in that 
fenfe in which they ufe and apply them. For thus finners place 
the moft infurmountable bar in their own way to perfe&ting holi- 
nefs, and thereby fix in their hearts the ftrongeft averfion to per- 
feétion in holinefs; the very mention of which is fufficient caufe 
for any one to be judged arrogant and prefumptuous by them, wha 
in this ftate are blind, and cannot fee afar off; for in refpe& to 
the enjoyment of their privileges, they have a€tually forgotter 
that they were ever purged from the guilt and dominion of their 
old fins. 

But the confcience aftuated by godly fear, liftens to none of 
thefe excufes, will hear no fuch falfe witneffes; and therefore 
¢harges home wilful fin and guilt, by whatever caufe contra@ed; 
and fays, as Nathan to David, “ Thou art the man!---the offen- 
der ;---thou art likely to bear the punifhment.” This awakens in 
a mind not yet ftupified by deceitful opiates, a feeling fenfe of 


’ fin; and it begins to plead guilty, and fues for a frefh aét of mercy 


through the atoning Bleod, to which alone it looks, as the only 
way to God for pardon, and for grace to help in every future 
time of need. And beipg thus, by this holy jealoufy driven to 
the Blood again, which alone can make the wounded whole, it 
receives a twofold privilege, (1.) A deliverance from being fatise 
fied with any thing befides a lively enjoyment of God, and viétory 
as well over inward as outward fin. (2.) A greater jealoufy over 
itfelf, left jt fhould be betrayed by any of its enemies, and fo 
robbed of its peace and accefs to God: and hereby it becomes 
more influenced by that fear, which keeps it humble, though fa 
favoured by the Lord; and is animated to greater watchtulnefs, 
left, as it has been grafted in by faith in which it flands, it fhould 
be cut off by any degree of unbelief! : rs 
Oh! what carefulnefs, what diligence, what contrition, what 
felf-denial, what cleaving unto God! And above and in all, what 
dependence upon Chrift! and what continual application to his 
lood, as that whereby alone all the impurity and defeéts difcerned 
by a foul fo eagle-eyed, can be done away! And how exceeding 
reat are the longings of fuch a foul for God, even the Living 
eon What agonizings after him! With what unutterable 
ardour jt cries out, , ; 
Ab! thew me that happieft place, 
4 The place of thy people’s abode, 
Where faints in an ecflafy gaze, 
And hang on their crucified Lorp! 
Thy Love for a fianer declare 4 
Thy Paffion and Death on the Tree! 
My fpirit to Calvary bear, — 
"To fuffer and triumph with Thee! =. 
BO Thefe 
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Thefe do hunger and thirft after righteoufnefs, the full confor- 
mity of their fouls to Chrift, and cannot reff till they have full 
yedemption through his Blood, And is-it poffible that fuch 
fhould not be perfeéting holinefs? No, nor that they fhould be 
long ere they attain to the perfeflion of bolinefs, who are fo clean- 
fing themfelves from all filthinefs of flefh, as well as of {pirit, and - 
are in all things feeking the Lord with all their heart. The Lord 
whom they fo feek, will fuddenly come to his temple, and make 
their longing fouls his bleft abode. He cannot lie, who has faid, 
Tam the high and lofty One who inhabiteth eternity, and to him 
will I look, and with him will I dwell, who is humble and of a 
contrite fpirit, and trembleth at my word. My mercy iS treafured 
up for fuch, in my Son, and in my promifes, whereon I have 
caufed them to hope, and have thus engeged their hearts to 
approach unto me. © But this naturally leads me, 

IlI. To the third thing propofed, viz. the argument the Apoftle 
tifes, at once to enforce this duty, and to encourage thofe who 
are called to the performance of it: Having thefe promifes, 
dearly beloved, let us fet upon, and accomplith this great work of 
perfe€ting bolinefs ; a work fuppofed by fome to be not only unnee 
ceffary, but even impoffible to be done in this life by any means 
whatever, and “* much more, fay they, by cleanfing our/felves 
from all filthinefs of flefh and fpirit. For we can, we need ‘da 
nothing! The filthinefs. of fin may, and muft dwell in us, fo 
Yong as we live. Then death fhall do, what neither we nor any 
thing elfe (the Blood of Chrift not excepted) ever can do!” Oh, 
what a mercy, that thefe are not the words of God, but of man! 
of poor fhort-fighted man!’ a flranger to his own privileges, and 
herein an enemy tohis own happinefs. But we haye not fo jlearn. 
ed Chrift, nor fo received zs glorious declaration, who fent him_ 
to deflroy the works of the Devil, and fave his people from 
their fins! 

_ Confider we then this argument and encouragement : even thofe 
promifes from God, which relate to this very thing, namely, holi. 
nefs, or perfection in holinefs, particularly thofe to which. the 
text may more immediately refer, Thus faith the Lord, ‘ I will 
fprinkle clean water upon you, and ye fhall be clean. From all 
‘ your filthincfs, and from all your idols will I cleanfe you. A ew 
Heart will I give unto you, I will take the flony heart out of your 
flefh, and I will give you a heart of flefh. .1 will put my fpirit 
within you, and ye fhall walk in my flatutes’ ye fhall keep my 
judgments, and do them. And I will be a God unto you, and ye 
thall be my people, faith the Lord.” To the fame purpofe is the” 
clofe of the chapter preceding the text; ‘Ye are the temple of 
the living God; as God hath faid, I will dwell in them, and walk 
in them; and | willbe their God, and they fhall be my people.”* 
Again, thus faith the Lord, “ Y will circumcife your heart, that 
ye MAY, love the Lord your God with all your heart, and will all 
yourfgul, and with all your mind, and with all your ftrength ; - 
and 
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and your neighbour as yourfelf.”. Nor does the very firft promife, 
“The feed of the woman fhall bruife the ferpent’s head,” as 
éxplained by St. John, imply any thing lefs. ‘ For this purpofe 
the Son of God was manitelted, that he might deftroy the works 
of the Devil.” Herein David exults, (Pf. cxxx.)* Let Ifrael 
hope in the Lord; for with the Lord there is mercy, and with 
him is plenteous redemption. And he fhall redeem Ifreel from 
all his intquities.” And it is to thefe and the like promifes,. 
rio doubt, the Apoftle to the Hebrews refers, when he would 
encourage the Chriftian believers by affuring them, that he 
who could not lie, had provided {trong confolation for them 
who had fled for refuge, and laid hold upon. the hope fet before 
them, even, Curist Jesus. He had engaged himfelf by two 
immutable things, his word and his oath: in performance whereof. 
he fent his Son to “‘ fave us from our fins.” Thefe are fome of 
thofe exceeding great and precious promifes, which, as St. Peter 
fays, are given to believers, that encouraged by them, they might 
partake of the Divine nature, having efcaped the corruptions 
which are in the world through luft. : 

Having then thefe promifes, 1. upon record in the Word of: 


. God: 2. Enfured to us by our relation to Chrift: And, 3. urged 


upon us as an incentive to the important duty before us, we yield, 
io the invincible force of fuch arguments, and fay, It is meet, 
right, and our bounden duty, to perfeé holinefs in his fear, whom, 
becaufe we love, therefore we delight to obey: confident that 
however heaven and earth may pafs away, the word of the Lord, 
that fhall ftand! Thefe mighty promifes fhine, engraved as in 
eternal brafs, nor can all the powers of darknefs erafe thefe ever- 
lafting lines, which enforce the duty by motives fo powerful, 
wherein are connefled fo great privileges with fuch juft coms 
mands. For what privilege fo great, as that of loving the Lord 
eur Cod with all the heart, foul, flrength, and mind? And what 
command fo juft, as that thofe who are fo related to him, fhould 
have the higheft efteem for their Maker, Preferver and Redeemer ? 
A fenfe of thefe obligations to a mind under the agency of the 
Eternal Spirit, is a fufficient motive to conflrain it to the moft 
cheerful obedience. And how. much more, when by that fame 
Operation it difcerns the wonderful benignity of God, in engag- 
ing himfelf todo that for us, who have fo rebelled againft him, 


_ wherein our only felicity can be found? O the riches of his good- 


nefs to fallen man, in providing for his reftoration to prefent and 
eternal happinefs, by an union with and conformity to himfelf! 
It is true, the duty fo equitable in itfelf, and fo beneficial to its 


performers, has many and very great oppofitions to encounter : 


and whoever begins in good earneft, will find fuch enemies to 
grapple with, as, before that, he {carce imagined the Chriflian 
joldier could meet with in the protefs of this war! He is now 
refolved upon the utmoft fidelity to his Sovereign, and that nothing, 
in him fhall rob-Him of his right, fo. juftly claimed, and dearly, 


- -purchafed, even at the immente price of his own moft precious 


Blood! 


- 
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Blood!’ He‘never before, fo fully knew, what bondage’ he wat 
in to thofe who had ufurped the dominion over him ; nor what 
ftrong poffeflion the world, the flefh, and the Devil, had of his 
affeCtions: the treachery, the deceit, the enmity, and unbelief of 
his heart ! its ftubbornnefs and pride, yea, and defperate wicked 
nefs'! All which being now difcovered, he is refolved, that Jefus 
fall: be Lord of all bis motions, and fall bring all into captivity 
to the obedience of bimfelf: yea, not a thought fhall be excepted, 
but all be made fubje& to him! 

This oceafions the accomplifhment of that word, ‘I will fhew 
thee thy heart.” But bear in mind, O Chriftian, this difcovery* 
ig made; that he may-do thee good; though once thou wouldft not 
have believed it, though a man from the authority of the Bible, 
and from the fincereft good-will, had told it unto thee. 

Yet be not-difcouraged. You‘have the promifes; and you find 
even now they are fulfilling to you. Self was never foabafed in 
you as now. Sin was never fo deteftable, and loathed, and abhor. 
red by. you, as at thisday. Never did you feel fo willing to give 
it up, fo willing to part with the moft darling luft, as you are now: 
There never were fuch a longing in your foul, to get rid of it all 
for ever, as inthe prefent moment! Oh, what throes*you’ feel” 
to be delivered! .What longings after’:God, whom your foul’ 
loveth ! 

You have often feert a beauty in religion; wonderful wifdom 
and goodnefs in the myftery of redemption by Chrift; the fupe- 
rior excellence of a godly life, and being all for God. And for 
it you have given up many, yea, all things you then faw a bar in 
your way; and, it may be, fuffered ‘gladly the lofs of many things,. 
for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift’ Jefus your Lord. 
Bat-now-yow efteem alt as dung, that you may thus win Chrift, 
and be fo found’ im him, as that by any means you may attain’ 
unto the-refurre€tion of the-dead! nor even fhrinking at the fel- 
lowfhip of his fufferings, and’ that not merely in the mortification | 
of the members that are upon the earth, and in the ‘daily cruci. 
fixion: of the old man, for the deftru€tion of the body of fin: not? 

_Terely, I fay, in wreftling’ with flefh and blood ; but even with” 
principalities and powers, and with the rulers of the darknefs of’ 
this world; who, unwilling-that all their faithfal allies fhould be 
bentfhed from the foul, exert their rage and malice, to deter you’ 
fromthe attempt. They hope, at leaft; to keep one (if it could’ 
be only one) in poffeifion. They fay, “ It'cannot, it need not ' 
be now; it may, it will be eafier and better done, by and by 3° 
at. death when you mutt go, and all will be left at once; and you 
will not have any of that reproach which ‘is caft’ upon’ fuch pro-- 
feffors : And you have the promifes, the faithful promifes, which’ - 
fhall, will, muft be then accomplifhed.” Thus Satan will ‘tranf. 
form himfelf into an angel-‘of light: and becaufe he well knows 
the force of that exceeding weighty artillery, “ Having tliefe pro. 
mifes,” he will endeavour by ‘his abufe ‘of them, to hesiddr you" 
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from ufing them: yea, he will even fo turn them againft you,. as 

to attempt to make them prove your overthrow, by eftablithing 

prefent unbelief, and by daily confirming it more and more in’ 
your foul: and, remember, all this he will do under the pretence. 

of a flable, firm faith in the promifes of God, as it refpeéts their , 
future accomplifhment. 

O fellow-foldier, be not thou ignorant of his devices, who goes 
about, not only as a roaring lion, but as a wiley ferpent, feeking 
to beguile, that he may deftroy. That he gain no advantage here, 
refift him ftedtaft in the faith. Forget not, that. JESUS, not 
death, ever lives to intercede, that he may fave you, coming unto 
God by him (and this is the work of life, not death only) to the! 
uttermoft: that the promifes you now look for the accomplifh~ 
ment of, refer to life, not death: to living, not dying, much lefs - 
dead men. Thefe cannot be fo delivered from their enemies, as 
to ferve him without fear, in holinefs and righteoufne!s befofe 
him ALL THE DAYS OF THEIR LIFE! Thirefore, to-day hear 
his voice, who fays, ** Now is the accepted time, and (in this fenfe 
alfo) the day of falvation;’’’and do not harden your heart by 
unbelief, as if you fuppofed his Hand fhortened, that he could . 


* not thus fave, or his ear heavy, that he would not now hear your ' 


cry, which his own Spirit bas infpired, and help you by proving 
that he is faithful who has promifed, and who ailfo.will do it. 
Therefore, you may expeé him, 1. To bruile Satan and all his 
emiflaries fhortly under your feet.. 2. To free you from all the 
impurity of your heart, though fat exceeding what you once 
thought ; by enabling you to love him as he has commanded, and 
as your foul longs, even with all its powers in their utmoft extent, 
and for ever. For he will take the ftony out of your fleth, and 
give you a heart of flefh; and this, you are fure, cannot refer to 
any but living men; otherwife the fimile would be utterly impro- 
per. ' Theretore, 3. hold faft your fhield, and now plead his pro- 
mifes; and you foal baffle all your foes, and prove that thefe 
promifes are not only a ftrong incentive to duty, but a fufficient © 
fupport to you under every trial you are expofed to in endeavour. 
ing to be faithful-in the difcharge of it; yea, even fhould your 
trials come from quarters leat expected, yet no lefs calculated to. 
huit you, and ‘in fuftaining whereof you are alfo conforming to 
the death, and fharing the fellowfhip of the fufferings of Chrift : 
Your opponents, perhaps may be men profefling great zeal for 
caatachs and even teachers of it, yea, and eminent in their way i 
although, asa late great man fays, ‘* they knew little more of it 
than the Baptifm of John,” or at moft, the firft principles of the 
do@trine of Chrift; neverthelefs they deny the neceflity, if not 
déclare the impoflibility of even going on to perfeétion, becaufe 
they imagine there is no fuch thing to be attained in this life; «and 
therefore fet afide the advice.of our Apoflle, and cut up, as far 
as they can (yet without any bad defign) by the very. roots all the 
advantages intended -you by SS ee: aOR Riee ta 
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Their attacks will be varied, as their and your circumftahces 
may be. Some will endeavour to bear you down, and to fi 
you out of your hope. Others will try to rally you out of 
{coffs, and witty banter. There may be fome who will attempt 
to wreft your fhield out of your hand by cool argument, and appa- 
rently out of the-greatelt good-will to you. hey will perhaps 
fay, “ they pity you from their very hearts, as deluded perfons:” 
and the more fincere and friendly they appear, fo much greater 
will be your danger, and the greater necefflity you will be Jaid 


under to hold faft the beginning of your confidence ;: left they 


take from you your great recompence of reward, your Crown. - 
But you muft oblerve, that however varied their manner may 
Be, the end is the fame; and their arguments, when ftripped of 
the falfhood which clothes them, are very nearly, if not quite; 
the fame. It is not to be expeéted that they fhould be otherwife, 
‘as they are all inftruéted at the fame School, whether of art or 
nature; where the leffons of a fixed determination againft holinefs, 
‘our holinefs, perfonal holinefs, and, above all, perfe€tion in holi- 
nefs, are continually read with great precifion: where le€tures are 
— perpetually given upon this {cience, with all the embellifhments 
of rhetoric and force of fophifiry, to pupils, who are well pres 
pared to receive and digeft what is fo fuited to their tafte: even an 
inveterate enmity againft God, and his likenefs: a difiruft of his 
Word, which is, as far as it goes, a denial of his exiftence: and 
a fettled diflike to that univerfal rule of the Chriftian’s life, and 
teft of the fincerity of his profeffion, “ Deny thy/elf; take up 
thy Crofs daily, and follow me.” Now, as they will tell you the 
vanity of your purfuit, and demonftrate its folly, if not madnefs ; 
‘and confirm.the whole by retailing all that hath been faid of the 
weaknefs (perhaps, wickednefs) of all its votaries (much of which 
they have only heard /ay); fo they will fele& all the mifcarriages 
of Patriarchs, Prophets, Apoftles, Saints and Martyrs, and efpes 
cially of all who have either profeffed or preached the do€trine of 


holinefs in our day, to prove their point. All this they will urge 
home upon you, and fo try to face you out of your hope in God 
through Chrift ! 

_ Therefore, if you have been fledfaft againft other adverfaries, 
you muft fland immoveable againft thefe. And that you may; 
‘retnember that you change not your arms. Keep to this, “ J¢ 7. 

written; “ or, to the words of our text, “ Having thefe promifes.” 
By this fimple fword of the Spirit, you will hew in pieces all theit 
arguments, however well contrived and plaufible. Do not give 
up this, nor admit of any gloffes or interpretations put upon it, 
which would rob God of his glory, and man of his orily way t6 
_ bappinefs here, and the one fure path to it to all eter 
you quit the Spirit’s fword, and lay hald on carnal reafon in its 
place, you are, you will; you muft be foiled. That will be t6 
you, as Saul’s armour to David, unproved : and ‘whenever. you 
make atrial, will be entwely infufficient for its work, Let them 


nity. Should 
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yw wt gpa will; ever mect them in the Name of that 
God, truth faithfulnefs they impeach, and who'e power 
they (in this cafe at \eaft) limit; and whole great Gift to man 

late, as wnequal to the grand defian of bis being fent 
into the world, “ to fave that which was loft,” by refloring us to 
that image in which we were created. 

t you have his fauhful word of promife. Look fill for its 
accomplifhment, and you thall prove Him true. He cannot deny 
himfelf, even if men, good men, wile, zealous men, yea, minif- 
tess, do in this inftance believe him not. But bleffed are ye, 
who by believing are ftirsed up to perfeft holinefs in his fear, and 
ate fapported in fo doing againft every difcouragement you have 

met with in your way. Fear not, only believe; and you thall 
fee the glorious pave of God difplayed, in a performance of all 
that has been told you by the Lord. 

He is not like to waters that fail, to thofe who traft in him. 
Nor is he man to lie, nor the fon of man to utter lies. No, He 
is a God that keepeth covenant, and will not alier the thing which 
as gone out of his lips. Do you then, who are followers after 
Reloets, perfe& holinefs in hope, sefling on his immutability : 
continue to believe agzinft all that hope, which thefe vain reafon- 
ings would infpire; and you too thall fiad him faithful who has 
promifed; who alfo will do it, if all the powers of earth and hell 
fhould exert their combined force againt it! Even fo, : 

Soldiers of Chrift, arife- 
And put your Armour on; 
Strong in the firength which Gop fupplies - 
hro’ his eternal Som: . 
Strong in the Lorn of Holts 
And in bis mighty power, 
Who ia the Strength of Jesus trulls 
Is more than conqueror. 


An Extra& of the Conversion of a Detst, 
Written by himfelf, in a feries of Letters to the Rev. Mr. 
jJoun Niwron.* — 


“F WAS born in the year 1764, of worthy parents and of refpec 
table ition, eee o ee oe 


“manifcfied im the care took of my educaion, I am in the 


er 


“bigheft kases each ie , who was of the flock of 
“eur Lord, was careful to infiru& me in the principles of the true 


Mr. Nextox, 


~~ 
PA 
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‘religion, in my childhood. I was teachable and diligent, and 
early difcovered fymptoms of a defire to arrive in time at the 
‘minmifiry of the gofpel ; to which office I was indeed deftined by 
“my parents, and efpecially by my pious mother. In feveral ill- 
- ‘neffes, and even dangerous ones, with which I was ie SH 
my tender age, I was favoured with God’s fingular providentia 
‘care, and again and again {natched from the borders of the grave, 
At fix years of age I was fent to U. that I might be initiated 
‘in the ‘French language. : Having, in the courfe of two years, 
‘made fome progrels, in it, 1 entered on the rudiments of ‘Latin, 
always defirous to learn, and, of my own accord, fufhiciently in- 
‘clined to fiudy., My principal bias however was to hiftory, which, 
‘unbidden by my mafter, I endeavoured to fearch diligently and:to 
‘commit to ‘memory. My memory was extremely quick and ‘Te- 
tentive, fo that I could without much. difficulty get by» heart, 
‘retain and detail, in their juft order, the nates of countries and 
‘cities, of Kings and illuftrious perfons, thé principal events that 
‘had occurred in the world, and its moft remarkable national tevo- 
lutions,” -1 returned to {pend fome time at home.—A certain 
‘friend of my father’s, with whom both he and my mother were 
“particularly intimate, had a daughter nearly of my own’age, as 
‘eminent: for the beauty of her’ perfon as for modeity and gentle- 
‘néfs of ‘difpofition. About this time it was that I began to feel a 
fincere and ftrong affeGtion for her, and it was attended with 
fingular confequences to myfelf. I was fent to N. for the purpofe 
of learning Latin. There I lived with hardly any concern about 
religion, my parents feldom feeing me, or any other perfon who 
might ftriétly enquire in what manner I proceeded. | Hardly any 
reftraints could be devifed fuflicient to withhold me from the pur. 


Mr, NewTOn, jn the Preface acquaints us, that ‘* Thefe Letters are pub- 
lithed at the defire of the Writer. He is a foreigner, a miuifter of the reformed 
church, fo flyled upon the continent, in coutradiftin@tion from the Lutheran. 
He was once a Sceptic, but now preaches with energy and fuccefs, the faith he 
formerly laboured to deftroy. ‘This is all 1 am at tiberty to fay of him; as he 
earneflly jntreated me to avoid giving any. intimation of his name, country, or 
fituationé : ; Hast 3 cA 
». ». # Previous to his converfion, he wag a fcholar.’ Prond of his abilities and 

_ attainments, and trufting to his reafoning powers, he difdained to think with the 

_ ‘vulgar, and was too wile, in his’ own efteem, to be infiruéted by divine sevelas 
© fion. _And:though he was not an avowed libertine ia practice, his reflraints were 
; pbot owing to principle, or to conitience, But while a ftranger to. God, he was a 
_ © ‘iranger to peace. Like a thip ina ftorm without rudder’or pilot, he was'hurried 
~ “about by the violence of tumultuous paffions, till he was weary of life. In fuch 
i mee mind, and at fuch a-erifis, the light of truth broke 1 upon bis mind, 
_ , The Lerd fpzke, and it was dove.. The'florm was hulhed.. The man was fud- . 
“~~ denly and totally changed,” The fervant of fin, became the-devowed fervant of 
ote Ged. * Hetnow accounts all things but lofs, for the excellency of the knowledge 
ofthat Saviour, whom, formerly, be defpifed and.blafpbemed. 
os, - “The, fact is evident and incontrovertible. Let philofophers account for it, 
“+ paf they. can, npou any, other, grounds than what ‘the fetiprure affigis. But Ter 
_» > fbem.be ferrous, and not think to. anfwer or evade ‘the enquiry, bythe flate un- 
hg ioe ery of euthufiafm,’ ‘Fhey. cannot thus fatisfy ethers; nor even them. 
fe es. f A - F - ti! *, +! - fs 4 i> 
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fuit and indulgence of my own will and pleafure. The public 
ordinances and other means of grace I negletted. I rarely read 
the feripture, and I believe more rarely flill adverted to the ne. 
ceflity of prayer. . 

Yet, negligent as I was, once or twice I fell into religious 
meditations. 1 remember that, fometimes, when I had. heard a 
fermon on the fubjeé& of regeneration and converfion, I felt fome 
{mall defire of them ; but the lively conviétion of fin, the fear 
and the anguifh which I underftood to be the harbingers of con- 
verfion, feemed to me fo undefirable and even dreadful, that they 
madé me tremble at the thought of it. Sometimes again, I would 
meditate on faith in Chrift, afking myfelf—W hat is faith ?. What 
is it to believe on Chrift ?. To come to him ? To be united to 
him ? But whatever thoughts or imaginations I had on thefe fub- 
jeets, they were never fatisfattory to myfelf. One while I-ac-. 
‘counted faith in Chrift te be merely an affent to revealed truth; 
at other times J fuppofed it to confift in prayer to Chrift. Yet I 
could not reft in either of thefe opinions. He who alflented to 
the truth, or dire&ed conftantly his prayers to Chrift, did not 
feem to me for any fuch 1eafons to be united to him, but to con- 
tinue ftill at a great diftance from him. Chrift is in heaven—we 
‘are on earth+-nor could I fee how union between the foul and 
‘him could be effefted by either of thofe predicaments, in which I 
fuppofed faith in Chrift'to confift.. I had no idea of the fpiritual 
pretence of Chrift, or of the operations of the Holy Spirit, . It is 
no wonder, therefore, that in all my fancies concerning what it 
js—to come to Chrift—to believe in Chrift—l. fill perceived a 
wide interval left between man and his Redeemer. Sometimes 


~ alfo the thought of death and eternity would firike me with fome 


terror, but it was of fhort duration, and produced in me no feri- 
ous endeavours after my own converfion. 

Sin in almoft any fhape was welcome to me, nor haveI a 
doube that 1 fhould have fallen into open’ wickednelfs. of every 
‘kind, unlefs the providence of God, pride, ambition, and a degree 
of “natural bathfulnets. had prevented. 1 wafted much time in 


’ .follzes and trifles; and perbaps my whole time had been fo wafted 


‘but for the vehement ambition which I ever cherifhed, to acquire 
the faveur of my teachers and -fuperiority to my {chool-fellows. 
Thefe were objeéts of my ardent and continnal purfuit, 1 may 


add alfo, that remarkable attachment to the fludy of hiftory to 
. avbich I voluntarily devoted not a few of my:hours. Yet after 


all, I gave not my whole reading-time to ufeful and laudable ex- 


sercifes in'that way. It happened not feldom, that, fafcinated by 
' ‘romance-teading to a wonderful degree, 1 made:fuch fables m 


chief delight ; not ‘excepting even thofe that were moft abfurd 


and evidently hoftile to the principles of both natural and revealed 


‘religion, A vaft number, and ail forts of fuch books, I read with 
-exquilite pleafure, and with an appetite infatiable, . Their effets, 
pad their only effefls, were an encrealing depravation of taite, 


and 


ed 
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and a ftronger irritation of all my carnal. defires. Some intervals 
1 found at this period in which my love of Mifs E. whom I had 
few opportunities of feeing, was much diminifhed ; yet was it _ 
not altogether extinguifhed, but encreafed afterward to a great 
degree, in proportion as an apparent probability of fuccefs ex- 
cited it. 
I purfued my ftudies in the academy at U. with much diligence. 
J acquired the love and the applaufe of my preceptors, and indeed 
{ach commendations from all quarters as made me exceflively vain, 
and every day more and more fo. 
A fhort time before I bade farewell to common {chools, I met 
with an accident that confined me fome days at home. My indif- 
pofition did not appear to be at all dangerous, but on this oceafion 
my confcience was terribly alarmed, and that unfounded tranquil- 
lity in whieh I had hitherto indulged myfelf, was wondertully 
diflurbed. I prayed with much ferioufnefs for the pardon of my 
fins, but efpecially for recovery. I promifed every thing, bound 
myfelf by fervent vows to the performance, and took up folemn 
yefolutions to lead-a very different life in future. Shedding many 
tears, and with unufual emotions of mind, I daily read and prayed 
over feveral pfalms of David, particularly the fixth, the thirty 
eighth, and the fixty-ninth—-In-a word, my converfion never 
feemed nearer or more certain than at this time. But alas! all 
was as the morning cloud and as the early dew which paffeth 
away. . I neither knew the glory and holinefs of God, nor my- 
felf. Iwas foon healed, and, almoft as foon, my ferious fenti- 
ments and religious affe@ions all vanified like fmoke, together; 
from that time forth I feldom or never troubled myfelf about them, 
Except in this inflance, when my mind was thas agitated, I had 
rarely: an idea.of a ferious and religious caft, umlels when great 
danger feemed to threaten me, as in fome violent ftorm perhaps 
of thunder and lightning. But the effet was quickly over, and 
differed much from the agitation of mind above-mentioned, both 
in its efficacy: and duration ; though even that left no valuable 
fruit behind it ; but rather ferved only to enhance my crithinality, 
as from that time I defiled myfelf with all manner of evil, with- 
cout either conf{cience or confideration. My dear mother would 
- frequently admonifh and exhort me to prayer and converfion, but 
‘A difdained all her counfel and treated it as nothing worth, 
_. Thad not hitherto been fo far left to myfelf, as to call in quef- 
‘tion the principles of all religion. But no foomer was J advanced 
to the univerfity, than I began to amufe myfelf with various fub- 
tleties and fophiftries, and to indulge a genius fanciful and wanton 
in the extreme; I framed and put together all manner of nice and - 
fpecious reafonings, which the prince of darknefs, whofe willing 
fervant I was, underftood how to imprefy on my mind.with fuch 
force and effet, that in a hort time 1 doubted even the exiftence 
ofa God. Allthe arguments, if fuch they mmft be called, that 
a “cultomarily adduced againft: his exiflerice, 1 feized withthe 
aati ay 2 ‘a avidity 
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avidity that belongs to a heart partial and prone to every thing 
abfurd and abominable. I remember that to a certain friend of 
mine, I endeavoured with much earneftnefs and zeal to prove, 
that the fame infolvable difficulties that cleave to the idea of eter-~ 
nity and the neceflity of the world’s exiftence, are found alfo in 
the idea of an eternal God exifting from neceflity. . Thus tathly, 
wretch that I was! both by thought and word, did I dare to fight 
openly againft my Creator and Benefa&tor, to whom I owe life 
and breath and all things, and in whom, even at the moment of 
my wicked attempt to make his very being quettionable, I lived 
“and moved and had my own being. . 

Jafily, while Iwas making public profeflion of a mind fo 
much at war with him, might God have crufhed-me with his 
mighty hand, and have given me, by dreadful experience, to 
Know, not his exiftence only, but the majefty of his exiftence 
alfo ; he fpared me, that to eternity I_ might record the praife of 
his adorable grace, and be, myfelf, a fignal monument of his free 
‘love, and of his unfpeakable power and wifdom. This gracious 
God permitted not thefe atheiflical notions to root themfelves 
deeply in my mind, The voice of confcience, contemplation on 
the works of God, and inftru&ion drawn trom ufeful texts of 
fcripture, confpired to weaken them day by day, fo that in a fhort 
time, if they did not entirely leave me, at leaft they returned 
but feldom, and never won my hearty affent again, 

In the firft year of my refidence at the univerfity I was initiated, 
and made fome eek in the rudiments of the Hebrew 
language, and in fome branches alfo of philofophy. But follow- 
ing an order and method of ftudy not the moft convenient, I 
reaped lefs fruit of my labours than I had expeéted. I {quandered 
not a little of my time in vain converfation and in the reading of 
ufelefs and huitful books, Liftening to my preceptors always 
with attention, and anfwering them in fuch manner as to win 
applanfe, though with an appearance of much modefty, I could 
not fail to pleafe them. But alas! 1 defiled myfelf in the mean 


time with many fins, known only to God and myfelf. The provi= © 


dence of God fo ordered it, that ambition and a certain degree of 
natural bafhfulnefs would not fuffer the depravity and wickednefs 
of my heart to break forth into open and daily enormities. Accords 
ingly Iwas in fhew, modeft, but in reality a ftranger: to’ all 
modefty and to all religion. My polluted heart was full of evil 
concupifcence, and notwith{tanding the admonitions of con- 
_ Acience, I delivered myfelf over fecretly to the commiflion of fuch 

' fins as I ought never to recolle& without the utmoft fhame, and 
the moft fenfible forrow. 


% 


_being dangerous. Yet was 
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fuch an abfolute dominion 


but it foon ceafed. Sin maintained é 
and fruftrated all the ftrokes 


over me that it baffled all reafonings, 


of confcience. . 
In the fecond year of my collegiate, at the time when I was . 


about to return from my father’s houfe to the univerfity, I was 
fuddenly attacked by a bilious fever, which had the appearance of 
I entirely void of care, felt neither 
fear nor folicitude, but with an obdurate heart expected the con- 
fequences. I cannot recolleét that I experienced ,one moment’s 
concetn for the falvation of my foul. I now refle@ with horror 
on the terrible condition in which I fhould have then encoun- 
tered death and eternity, and the divine tribunal. But my bilious 
fever left me, and a common intermittent {ucceeded, which per- 
mitted me both to read and write. 1 was employed at this time, 
for exercife fake, in compofing an oration on the Duty of Man 
and-the Way to Happinefs, and during this occupation felt my 
mind affeGted with fome ferious thoughts and purpofes. In this 
flate of mind I continued fome days, defigning to amend my con- 
dué, but as health increafed, my pious meditations and purpofes, 
now ready to depart, decreafed continually. 

L had now a kind of conteft.with my parents. Their wifh was 
to dedicate me to the miniflry of the gofpel, to which hitherto I 
had, myfelf, no objeftion. But at this time I felt an averfion fo 
the fludy of theology, and little or no defire of the facred func. 
tion. I avowed plainly my want of inclination to theological 
purfuits, and that I could not look forward with any com- 
placence to the minifterial office. Yet even thefe defires of 
mine yielded to parental authority. Returning to the univer- 
fity I gave all my attention to the Oriental languages and to philo- 
fophy, but chiefly to the latter. The diftemper under which I had 
Jaboured, feemed to have benefitted both my talents and my judg- 
ment; at leaft I made a more rapid progrefs than before. Meta- 
phyfical and mathematical ftudies pleafed me moft, and I gave 


myfelf to them with great fervour. _ Both in private and in public . . 


I difputed with much applaufe, “and in a private fociet i 
larly, where we read dierasors on pala, fubje&s, Ces 
bered among the principal members. Praife was offered to me on 
every fide, and, elate with vanity, I was foolifh enough to think | 
that.I deferved it. My heart was infufferably proud. Fame and 
the applaufe of man feemed to me above all things defirable, and | 
I refolved firmly that I would {pare no pains to acquire ae, ¥ 
The end of this year approaching, I,came, as I thought, to a fixt 


refolution to renounce theology; nothing, as it feemed to me, 


could poflibly deter me from this fe vever ; 

purpofe.. Neverthelefs I coul 
not perfuade my parents to relinquifh their intentions eee 
fayour my wilhes. Promifes alike and threats were employed, | 
and,no means omitted that might. fhake my refolution. At length, 


therefore, 1 yielded, and, though relu€tant, , determined to comply. 


Ah, how unhappy had it been for me, had God granted me my 
erie : * with © 


. & benevolence.” 
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with and inclined my parents to humour me! I had then deprived 
myfelf moft furely of the honour and joy of preaching the golpel, 


which now I account infinitely preferable to all others. Thus did> 


God lead nie, blind as I was, by a way that I knew not. 
[ To be continued. | 
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Reprehenfible Condué of fome of the Enctisi: Martyrs 


towards each other, when under fentence of death, in the | 


beginning of bloody Queen Mary’s reign, 
HILE the Proteftant Sufferers were lingering in wake 


prifons, a very unfeafonable difpute got footing amongft — 


fome of the warmeft of them, on the arduous fubjeét of Free-will 
and Predeftination. It was carried on with fuch animofity, that 
confeffions were drawn up and figned by numbers, who were at 
that time even under fentence of death. Each party clamoured 
loud, that their antagonifts were likely to do more harm in the 
Chriftian world, than the Papifts themfelves, infomuch as their 
Opinions were as bad, and their example not much better. Nay, 
to fuch height of phrenzy did their contentions run, that the, 
keeper of the Marfhalfea was often obliged to feparate them. 

During the courfe of this ill-timed controverfy, Archbifhop 
Cranmer was applied to for his countenance, by the Predeflina- 
rians. But the prudent primate difcountenanced both parties, as 
much as he could; confidering, no doubt, fuch controverfies, to 
be efpecially ill-judged among dying men. 

Many of their more moderate brethren endeavoured to fet before 
them the impropriety of their behaviour: and one of them put 
the matter in a very ftrong point of light: “ There fhould be no 
“ more bitternefs, faid he,.in a Chriftian controverfy, than ina 
“ love letter." PHriLpor, afterwards an eminent Martyr, 
wrote a very pathetic diffuafive to them on thetfubjett; exhort« 
ing them “To mect each other with the kifs of charity ;—to 
“ teach out chearfully the hand of peace;—to take up their 
* crofs together, and afcend mount Calvary, with hearts full of 


‘This flrange difpute prefents us with a melancholy piéture of 
human nature, and affords us a very inftru€tive leffon. If a {pe- 
 eulative opinion could faften with fo much violence and pi0- 
duce fo much animofity, in the minds of pious men, fuffering 
ther in one’ common caufe, and even in the article as it were 

of death, how cautious ought they to be in polemical fubjeéts, 
who have perhaps lefs piety, who live at their eafe, and are not 
~ pound by any of thofe {trong obligations to forbearance. 
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out, he begins to fufp 


et ge 
The NATURE of REPENTANCE. 
| fexTRACTED FROM A LATE EMINENT WRITER, ] 


ce ‘EPENTANCE isa return, a treading back .our fteps, ag 
the birds of paffage return, .oricome back, to the country 


- from which they had departed. And this indeed is the idea gene- 
; rally employed te Old Teftament,—« Return, O backfliding 


“daughter; return. from your evil ways; return unto the Lord 
« Your God; turn thou us, and we fhall be turned;” and tlie 


Tike. But the expreffion being figurative, it muft be opened and 


explained in literal terms. In order to which, it miay be obferved, 
that the word chiefly ufed in the New Teftament to, denote the 
duty of repentance, fignifies. change of mind ; and as practice 
flows from principle (for as a man thinks, fo he will aét), a ichange 
of condué is naturally and neceffarily implied; for we fhouid 
with difficuley be brought to believe, in any cafe of moment, that. 
he had changed the former, wha did: not, in confequence,; change 
the latter alfo. Now the courfe of a man’s thinking, fpeaking, 
and a€ting, by an eafy metaphor, common to all ages.and couns 
tries, is-fyled this way, in which he is therefore faid to proceed, ° 
advance, returns At et 
We may then define repentance to be ‘* 4 change of “mindy 
operating in a change of condud.” » Butwe thal] -become fill 
better acquainted with the nature of it, if we view. it’s procefs, 
and refolve it into it’s feveral parts, in due order. { 
The leading ftep in the procefs:muft of neceflity be Conuice 
tion; fince he cannot be perfuaded: to repent, who is: not firk 
convinced that he has finned; no man will think of. returning 
znto the right way, unlefs he be made fenfible.that, he has wan- 
dered‘ out of it. To produce this.conviétion, is not fo eafy a tafk 
as at firft fight it.may feem to be; fince, when evils purfued, it 
is purfued under the-appearance of \good ; by fuch appearance 
the finner.for attime is deceived, blinded, deluded, infatuated s 
and in this {tate fometimes continues to pafs his life, through mere 
indolence, ‘inattention, want .of confideration; whence, in the — 
Latin language, repentance is :denoted by a word fignifying,- com 
ang to one's felf, coming to one’s Jenfes, growing wife again, as 
betore the delufion ‘took*place. -Conviftion js produced. gradually, 
Upon fome hint givento a man, either from within or from with. 


ett himfelf-in the wron ; and tren ff he 
be honeft enough to ng nen, € 


profecute the enquiry, difcoyers at. le 
' that he a€tually is fo. “So Viale 
once,—The finner awak 


metimes itis flafhed. upon the mind at 

nice,——T } es, and the dream.is at an-end., Under 
the direétion of that bleffed Spirit, whofe office. we are told, it is 
to “ convince, or conviét the world: of. fin,” it is oroduced. by; 
various means, by difappointm 


: ents, by croffes, by loffes, by fi kK. 
nefs, by the death of a friend, by ) aden sash? y fick 


nels, | | d, by a paffage in Scripture, or a 
difeouife upon one, by the incidents. of: common life, or the 
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changes that happen in the natural world; in fhort, there is hardly 
a circumftance of fo trivial a nature, but that a kind Providence, 
in fome-inftance or other; has been pleafed to make it-inftrumenial 
to’ this falutary purpofe. On the brethren of Jofeph, after an 
interval of more than twenty years, the conviétion was wrought 
by the’ ufage they experienced from him, when unknown, .in — 
Egypt. It put them upon refleéting, of what offence they could 


. have been <7 in the former part of life, which might defenye | 


to be puntfhed in this’ particuler manner. Confcience ftepped 
forth, and gave the neceflary information. ‘* We are verily guilty 
“ concerning our brother ; therefore is this diftrefs come upon us.” 
The cafe of David was of a more obftinate nature. A delinea- 
tion of his crime under a parable was not fufficient to awaken 
him. Nothing could do this, but a dire&, -home, perfonal appli. 
cation—* Fiiow art the man,”—He ftarted from a deep fleep of 
ten months, and fell proftrate on the duit, before his God—‘ I 
have finned!” 5 

. The next ffep to conviftion, in the procefs of repentance, is 


* Sorrow.—The man who has offended his Maker, and is become 


thoroughly fénfible that he has done fo, and of the confequences 
of his having done fo, cannot but be grieved to find himfelf in 
fuch a fituation; for which reafon, repentance, in the Greek 
language, is fometimes denominated by a word implying, a/ter- 
concern; indeed, our Englifh term, J repent, in the general accep- 
tation of it, is little more than equivalent to, [ am /orry. If the 
forrow arife merely from fear of punifhment, it is called, in the 
language of the Schools, Aétrition, and is deemed the loweft and 


Jeaft honourable fpécies of repentance; if froma defire to pleafe 
God, and a tender, fenfe of having difpleafed fo good a Father, it . 


# ftyled Contr:tion, and is of a more generous and noble kind. 
The degree of this forrow is varied almoft infinitely by the diffe. 
rent temperaments of mind and body in the penitents, and the 
different views under which fin prefents itfelf to their feveral imagi- 
nations. And, therefore, the aot degree is not to be exaéled of 
all, In Scripture it is drawn with an afpeét perfeétly fober, but 
yet defcribed, in many inflances, as very intenfe, like that occa. 
fioned by the languors of ficknefs in it’s laft flage, or the pain 
arifing fro diflocated or broken bones, and venting itfelf in com- 
plaints and lamentations, in fighs and tears. Indeed, the prophets 
exhort ué to * turn to the Lord our God,” not only ** with faft. 

o,”* but * with weeping.” There are temporal calamities, which 


tan @raw tears plentifully from moft perfons; nay, a fititious 
 réprefentation of 


them, we find, can produce the effeét. Spiri- 
tual ‘ones, perbaps, would do the fame, if we felt them as we 
OUglit' to feel them, as due retirement and meditation would caufe 
tis to’feel them ; and as we ‘hall one day feel them, when death 


* hall ber feén levelling his dart at our pillow, and the Fhrone of 


Judgment rifing to the view, beyond him. ‘But the degrees of 
a. as well as the modes of expreffing it, will vary, 4s bes 
Wey " aK, y longing 
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longing more to the fenfitive nature, than tothe rational. And 
for the avoiding all f{cruple and doubtfulnefs on this head, it may 
be Jaid down for certain, that the leaft degree of forrow is fuffi- 
cient, if it produce a reformation [and thorough change of heart, } 
the oreateft infuffictent, if it do not.» iS 

Lie ftep in the procefs of »repentance is Confefion. . One of 
an ingenuous mind, who is heattily forrow for his offences, will 
not be afhamed or backward to pwn.that forrow. In tranfaétions 
with a fellow-creature, we cannét hope that a fault will be over- 
. Jooked, which has not been acknowledged; or pardon granted; 
before it has been afked. - “‘ I faid, I will confefs my fins unto the’ 
Lord ; and fo thou forgaveft the wickednefs of my fin.” ; 

A fourth ftep in the procefs of repentance is Re/olution to amend.” 
A forrowful confeffion of what.we have done amifs will of courfe 
occafion a with that it had not been done, a defire to undo it fo 
far as it may be poffible, and, above all, a refolution not to do 
the fame again, but to take a courfe ‘direétly the reverfe of that 
which we had before taken; in other words, to alter, to reform, 
to amend our lives. 

One flep more remains, but that very fleep and difficult of 
afcent, which is, to carry what we have refolved into execution. 
It is this which finifhes and crowns all the reft, being indeed the 
ftep, for the attainment of which all the reft were taken, and 
which therefore renders them of any value, as it fhews the peni- 
tent to have been fincere in taking them, to have confidered them 
not as efficacious in themfelves, but as means to an end—an end, 
thus, and thus alone to be accomplifhed. ; 

Such is the mature of repentance. It begins with conviétion of 
fin, pafles on to forrow of the heart, confeffion of the mouth, | 


and refolution of amendment; and it terminates in reformation 
of life. ; 


° 
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yee to be avoided, and good to be obtained, are the motives, 
4 which influence and produce all human ations. To efcape 
from the rigours and ftorms of winter, and to enjoy the {weets of. 
a milder and more gracious feafon, is the inftinétive caufe, why 
the heaven-taught monitors, migrate from one country to another. 
It is to avoid the judgments of God, and partake of his mercies 
that man is called to repent. The parallel is evident,—* T] 4 
flork, the turtle, the crane, and the {wallow, know the ea: 
their returning; ”’—and the motive to their return is compre- 
hended and implied in the éime of it, which is the {pring anit Ba 
my people know not the judgment of the Lord ;” they know not, 
they confider not that tremendous wintry tempeft, from which 
i pug to fly, in ahs apoet by repentance, to the all-en. 
ivening, cheering, and comforting Spring of upbounded Lig 
and Love, ERR 22 oo ih me ae 
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The evil, then, to be avoided, is “ the judgment of God," 
confequent upon fin, and fure to overtake it, if unrepented of, 


‘Sin, which is the tranfgreffion of the law, cannot but be noticed 
by Him who gave that law; and if noticed, muit be punifhed, 


either in this life, or that which is to come. No principle can be 
plainer than this; for otherwife, a law would ferve no purpofe 
but that of bringing contempt upon the maker of it. There js 
not an inftance, perhaps, upon record of any age or nation, where 
the idea of punifhment has not been conneéted with that of guilt; 
and the certainty of fuch conneétion is the great fubje& of all the 
Scriptures. : 

Sin is often punifhed in this life; much oftener than we tre 
aware; indeed fo often, that we may fay as Mofes to Ifrael :-— 
** If you have finned againft. the Lord, be fure your fin will find 
* you out,” Numb. xxxti. 23. We fee how much this is the 
cafe in the facred hiftory, where we are admitted within the veil, 
and the rationale of the divine proceedings in particular cafes is 
unfolded to us. When we are ignorant of that rationale, as, 
without fpecial information from above, we muft be, refpe&ting” 
the courfe of God’s ordinary providence in the world, it is ainfitt 
and it may be not only uncharitable, but unjuft, to judge in this 
manner of the calamities which befal our neighbour. But there 
would be no harm, when calamities befal our/élues, if we fhould 
take a retrofpe& of our condu@&, and in that condu& endeavour 
to difcover the caufe that might have induced our heavenly Father 
to fend them. It will not be faying too much, I believe, to fay, 
that many times, if the fearch were made with diligence and fide- 
lity, we /hould difcover it: at leaft, were we not able to particue 
larize, we fhould difcover enough in general to fatisfy us, that, 
be our fufferings at any time what they may, we do not fuffer more 
than we deferve to fuffer ; but that each of us, without any tinc- 
ture of fuperftition or hypocrify, may from heart-felt convition 
exclaim, with the good Pfalmift, “I know, O Lord, that thy 
judgments are right, and thou, of very faithfulnefs, haft caufed 
me to be troubled.”- -Every frefh inftance of this fort is indeed 
only a frefh confirmation of that grand and moft important truth, 
which fhould ever be uppermoft in our thoughts, that, all natural 
evil is the confequence and punifhment of moral. Remove the 


_ latter by repentance, and God will remove the former, when 


he fees that it has performed the work, and produced the effe& 
intended. ¢ 
It would be in vain, however, to diffemble, that, in the prefent 


_ ftate,.as is the offence, fuch is not always the punifhment. Noto- 
_ vioufly profligate finners often partake not, to appearance, the 


common evils of life, but pafs their days in profperity, affluence, 
and health, and die without any vifible tokens of the divine dif- 
eafure. The faé& is-indifputable ; and it was a ftumbling-block 
y very good men of old time not*witbout great difficulty fur- 


mounted. The’ confli& occafioned by it-in the human mind is 


“Fs defcribed 
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‘ defcribed at large in the Ixxxiiid. Pfalm, and in the xiith. chapter 
of Jeremiah ; nor will believers fail fometimes to experience a 
temptation of a fimilar nature, while the obje& fhall continue to 
prefent itfelf, that is, while the world fhall laft. 

To take off, in fome meafure, the force of the objeion, it 
muft be remarked, that, befides thofe judgments of God, which 

Me open to the obfervation of mankind, there are others, even in 
the prefent life, of a fecret and invifible kind, known only to the 
party by whom they are felt. There is a court conftantly fitting 
within, from whofe jurifdi€tion the criminal can plead no exemp= 
tion, and from whofe prefence he cannot fly; there is evidence 
produced againft him, which. he can neither difprove nor evade ; 
and there, a juft fentence is net only paffed, but forthwith exes 
cuted upon him, by the infliétion of torments fevere and poignant 
as the ftrokes of whips or fcorpions; torments, exquifite im pro~ 
portion to the fenfibility of the part affeGted; torments, of winch 
he fees the beginning, but is never likely to fee the end. ; 


[To'be concluded ix our next. | 
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AN EXTRACT OF . 
A fhort and eafy Metuop with the DEISTS, 
[Concluded from page 28.]| 


IV. HERE are feveral other topicks, from which the truth of 
. the Chriftian religion is evinced to all who will give thems 
felves leave to confider. As the improbability_that ten or twelve 
poor illiterate fifhermen fhould form a defign of bringing the whole 
world to believe their delufions; and the impoffibility of their effe&t- 
ing it, without force of arms, learning, oratory, or any one vifible 
thing that could recommend them! And to impofe a doétrine quite 
eppofite to the lufts and pleafures of men, and all worldly advan. 
tages, or enjoyments! And this in an age of fo great learning and 
fagacity,,as that wherein the Gofpel was firft preached! That thefe 
Apoftles fhould not only undergo all the fcorn aad contempt, but 
the fevereft perfecutions, and the moft cruel deaths that could be 
_infliGed, im atteftation to what themfelves. knew to be meer deceit 
and forgery of their own contriving! Some have fuffered fot errors 
which they thought to be truth: but never any for what themfelves 
knew to be lies. And the Apoftles muft know what they, taught 
be eo E: it “We ide Pat they fpake of thofe. thitigs which - 
ey faid, they had both feen and} - upon, 
handed caine tisda en, eee ee ee 
_ Neither can it be faid, that they might ave propofed fome 
temporal advantages to themfelves, eel muffed..af. tor dome 
been fo when they faw their difappointment, they would have 
difeoyered their con{piracy ; efpecially when they might not have 
only faved their hives, but got great rewards for doiag it, How 
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is it then that not one af 'them {hould ever have been brought te 
do this. ; 

Bot this is not all. For they tellus, that their Mafler bid them 
expeét nothing but fufferings in this. world. And they told the 
fame to all whom they converted. So that here was ne difaps 
pointment. . 

Ail,that were converted by them, were converted on the certain 
expeflation of fufferings, and bid prepare for them. Chnift com. 
manded his difciples to take up theircrofs daily and follow him; 
and told. them, that in the Aes they fhould have tribulation = 
that whoever did not forfake ather, mother, wife, children, lands, 
and their very lives, could not'be his difciples: that he who fought 
to fave his life.in this world, thould lofeit in the ‘next, | 
» Now that this :defpifed: do@rine of the Crofs fhould prevail fo 

_ univerially againfh the allurements ofi fleth and blood, and ‘all the 
blandifhments.of this werld; againflthe rage, and perfecution of 
all the kings. and powers.of the earth, muft fhew its Original to be 
divine; and its Prote@or almighty. What is it elfe, could con- 
quer without arms, perfuade witliout rhetorick; overcome enemies; 
difarm, tyrants ; and fubdue empires without oppolition ! 

V. We may aidd)tb all this; the teRtimonies of the moft, bitter 
enemies and -perfecutors of Chriftianity, both’ Jews and Gentiles, 
to the truth of the Matter of Faét of Chrift,, fuch as Jofepbus and 
_ Tacitus; of whom the firft flourifhed about forty years afier the 
"death of Chrift, and the other about feventy years after: fo that 

they were capable of examining into the truth, and wanted not 

prejudice and malice fufficient to have inclined them to deny the 

Matter of Faé itfelf. But their confefling it, as likewife Lucian) 

Celfus,; Porphyry, and Julian the apoftate ; is:an undeniable teftic 

mony to the truth of thefe Matters of Fad. 

_ VI, But there is another argument more ftrong and convincing 
than even this Matter of Fa&, More than. the certainty of what 
| Lfee with my.eyes. And. which. the Apoftle Peter called amore 
_ fure word, that is, proof that what. he faw and heard upon. the 
 boly Mount; when dur bleffed Saviour was Transfigured before 

him and two other of the Apoftles: for having repeated that 
paiiage asia proof of that whereof they were eye-witnelles, and 
heard the voice from Heaven giving atteftation to our Lord Chrift, 
2 Peter i. 16, 17, 18. verfes. He fays, ver. 19, “ We have 
alfo a more fure word of prophefy,” for the proot of this Jefus 
being the Meffiah, that is the Prophefies which had gone before: 
of him, from the beginning of the world 3) and all exattly ful- 
filled inhim. Men may difpute an impofition, or delufion upon — 
_our-outward -fenfes, But how can that be falfe, which has been 
- fo long, even from the beginning of the world, and fo often by 
all the prophets, in feveral ‘ages foretold ; how can ‘this be an 
_impolition, oraforgery?) Sete, 
ot a Deifts muft confefs, that the book. which we-call the Old 
_ Teflament, was in being, in the hands of the Jews long before ; 
; me a : 
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‘our came into the world. And if they will but compare 
‘he Fpnckics that are there of the Meffiah, with the fulfilling of 
them, as to tire, place, and all other circumftances, in the per- 
fon, birth, life, death, refurreétion, and afcenfion of our bleffed 
Saviour, they will find this proof what the Apoftle here calls it, 
“9 light fhining in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the 
day-flar arife in your hearts.” Here is no poflibility of deceit or 
* ympofture. Ae 2: 

1 defire them likewife to confider the prophecies given fo long 
ago, of which they fee the fulfilling at this day, with their own 
eyes, of the flate of the Jews, for many ages paft, and.at prefent ; 
particularly Jer. xlvi. 28. “ Fear thou not, O Jacob my fervant, 
faith the Lord, for I am with thee, for I will make a full end of 
all the nations whither I have driven thee, but I will not make a 
full end of thee, but corre& thee in meafure, yet will I not utterly 
cut thee off.” And chap. xxxi. 96, 97. “ If thofe ordinances 
depart from before me, faith the Lord, then the feed of Ifrael alfo 
fhall ceafe from being a nation before me for ever. Thus faith the 
Lord,.if Heaven above can be meafured, and the foundations of 
the earth fearched out beneath, I will alfo cut off all the feed of 
Ifrael, for all that they have done, faith the Lord.” 

Now let us fee how literally this is fulfilled at this day. The 
great and famous monarchies, who, in their turns, governed the 
world, and fuccefflively had deftroyed the Jews (the Affyrian, the 
Babylonian, and the Roman) are all vanithed, as a dream; there 
is not one of them left. Butthe Jewih nation, though fifted among 
all nations (as tne prophet Amos expreffes it) like as corn is fifted 
in a fieve, yet are they preferved a vifible diftin& people, in all 
the nations whither they have been fcattered.. And the rage of 
many kings and governments have been let loofe againft them, to 
root them off from the face of the earth; and they had no helpers 

yet the Lord was their helper, and put it out of the power of alt 
the-earth (though without any vifible oppofition) to infringe the 

promife he had made to them. 

The Deifts dare not fay, that thefe prophefies were made yefter- 
day, or not before the fall of thefe monarchies; efpecially of the 
Roman, the greateft of them. And what a folly, as well as vanity 
had it been inthe Jews, to have forged fuch audacious and pro- 
voking prophefies, to have thus dared all ‘the powers of the earth 
to sRunHale. them, who hated them, and had them perfeélly at 

mercy? | 

_ And here let the Deifts take notice of this wonderful inftance, 

freth before their eyes, of God’s particular regard to this moft 

defpifed and contemptible people, above all the other nations of 
the earth, how great and honourable foever. This is a ftanding 
miracle exhibited to the whole world! ee ie 

Yet is there no partiality in this, as the Deifts weakly reafon : 
For as Mofes was a type of the Meffiah, fo the Church of the 
Jews was of the Chriftian, whofe pales are enlarged to take ia 
Tg | Taek 
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the Gentiles, as often promifed in the prophets: by which means 
the Jewifh mation was indeed a type of the whole world (repre- 


_ fented in the long garment of the high-prieft, Wifd. xviii. 24. 


Afrael called the firft-fruits of God’s increafe. Jer. ii...) And 
confequently the bleffings of which the Jews partook’; the pro- 
amifes made to them, and miraculous -proteétion over them, was 
taking poffeffion in the name, and fecuring the reverfion of the 
Geniile: world, in the fame glorious inheritance. Aind it was 
indifferent ‘as to ‘the good ‘of the world, which nation had been 
pitched upon as their type. But God chofe the leaft, that his 
power and protection ever his church might be more vifible; and 
to thew that the mult fruggle through many difficulties and temp- 
‘tations; yet never be extinét (though often diftrefled) when all 
the powers and glory of this world fhall vanifh as fmoke before 
the wind. 

- Moreover, if God had chofen any of the great and powerful 
nations of the earth for his peculiar people, to whom if he had 
iven ‘his promife to'continue them for ever; the {corners would 
ave-blafphemed and faid that God was ftill on the ftrongeft fide. 


. “And they would -have afcribed their prefervation to their own 


power and greatnefs. This is the reafon God gives, why he chofe 
the feweft of all people, Deut. vii. 7. vill. 17 left they fhould fay 
“it' was through ther own power and might that they were pre- 
-ferved, Befides, the peculiar nation being da type of the Chriftian 
‘ehurch, it was S acethany that the odds, as'to the world, fhould 
ebe againft that nation; which fhould fubfift’not by worldly 
“Atrength and politicks, but by fignal and miraculous providences, 
Thus the church was beft reprefented, as greatly DistREssED, 
-but wonderfully preferved ! . 


_» -And yet behold an equal promife of our Meffiah to his church, 


-and as miraculoufly fulfilled, as that before-mentioned to the Jews. 
“He promifed, that bis Church fhould continue even unto the end 


_ of the world ; that he would be all that time with her to preferve 
her, and that the gates of Hell fhould never prevail againit her. 
- And when was this promifed? Even at the beginning, when his 
- sgeligion’ was ‘low and contemptible, hardly yet known in the 
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_ ‘before-mentioned, ‘Yet they cannot yield to the Truth! Why? 


world. All the rage and madnefs of kings, and ftates, and mobs, 


shave been-exertéd againft her to deftroy her, for many ages toge- 
hers and the was deftitute of all‘human help. Could any power 
els than Divine have foretold this prefervation, and have effeéted 
it for fo long atime ‘without human means, without {word or 
policy? 


~The Jews éontiot deny the Matters of Fa& done by our bleffed 


“Saviour, to be: truly miracles, if fo done-as faid. ‘Nor can they 
ideny. that they were fo'done, becaufe they have all the four marks 


“> 


- -Becaufe they think that the Gofpel isin contradi€tion to the Law. 
“Which, if it were, the confequence would be unavoidable, that 
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both could not be true. But the contradiétion which they fuppofe 
js in their comments that they put upon the Law; efpecially. they 
expeét a literal fulfilling of thofe promifes of the reffauration, of 
Jerufalem, and outward glories of. the Church, of which there is 
‘fuch frequent mention in the books of Mofes, ‘the Pfalms, and 
all the Prophets, And many Chriftians expe& the fame; and 
“take thofe texts as literally as the Jews do. We do believe and 
pray for the converfion of the Jews. For this end they have been’ 
{o miraculoufly preferved, according to the prophecies fo long 
before of it. And when that time fhall come, as they are the 
mof honourable and ancient of all the nations on the earth, fo 
“will their Church return to be the Mother Chriftian Church as fhe 
was at firft; then all nations will flow to Jerufalem ; and even 
“Ezekiel’s Temple may be literally built there, in the metropolis of 
the ‘whole earth; which Jerufalem muft be, when the fulnefs of 
the Gentiles, fhall meet with the converfion of the Jews. - For no 
nation will then contend with the Jews, nor will any Church con- 
‘tend with Jerufalem for fupremacy. All.nations will be ambi- 
‘tious to draw their original from the Jews, “ whofe are the fathers, 
and from whom, as concerning the flefh, Chrift-came.” Then 
-will be fulfilled that reftauration of the Jews and of Jerufalem, 
which they expeét, purfuant to the prophecies. 
_ VII. Here it may be proper to confider a common topic of the _ 
,Deifts, who when they are not able to dland out againft the evi- 
dence of faét, that fuch and fuch miracles have been done: then 
turn about, and deny fuch things to be miracles, at leaft, that we 
can never be fure whether any. wonderful thing that is fhewn to 
us, beatrue ora falfe miracle. . — 1 
And the great argument they go upon, is this, That a miracle 
being that which exceeds the power of nature. We cannot know 
what exceeds it, unlefs we knew the uimoft extent of the power 
of nature : and no man pretends to know that; therefore, that no 
-man can. certainly know whether any event be miraculous. And, 
-confequently, he may be cheated in his own judgment betwixt 
,true and falfe miracles, . 
To which I anfwer, That men may be fo cheated.. But that 
though we may not always know when we are cheated, yet we 
can certainly tell, in many cafes, when we are not cheated. For 
‘though we do not know the utmoft extent of the power of nature 
perhaps, in any one thing; yet it does not follow, that we know 
-not the nature of any thing, in fome meafure; and that. certainly 
too. For example, though I do not know the utmoft extent of 
the power of fire, yet I certainly know, that it is the. nature of 
fire to burn. And that when proper fuel is adminiftred to it, it is 
contrary to the nature of fire not to confume it. Therefore, if I 
fee three men saken off the ftreet, in their common wearing apparel 
and_ without any preparation, caft into the midf ofa burning 
fiery furnace; and that the flame was fo fierce, that it burnt up 


thofe men that threw them in; and yet that thefe who were thrown 


in, 


were 
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in, fhould walk up and down in the bottom of the furnace; and 
I fhould fee a fourth perfon with them of glorious appearance, 
like the Son of God. And that thefe men fhould come up again 
out of the furnace, without any harm, or fo much as the {mell 
of fire upon themfeélves, or their cloaths, I could not be deceived 
in thinking there was a ftop put to the nature of fire, as to thefe 
men ; and that it had its effe€t upon the men whom it burned, at 
the fame time. ead: a 

Again, Though I cannot tell how wonderful and fudden an 
increafe of corn might be produced by the concurrence of many 
caufes, as a warm climate, the fertility of the foil, &c, Yet this I 
can certainly know, that there is not that natural force in the 
breath of two or three words, {fpoken to multiply one fmall loaf 
of bread, fo faft, in the breaking of it, as truly and really, not: 
only in appearance and fhew to the eye, but to fill the bellies of 
feveral thoufand hungry perfons; and that the fragments fhould: 
be much more than the bread was at firft. So neither in a word 
{poken, to raife the dead, cure difeafes, &c. 

Therefore, though we know not the utmoft extent of the power 
of nature; yet we can certainly know what is contrary to the 
nature of feveral fuch things as we do know. And therefore, 
though we may be impofed upon in many feeming miracles and: 
wonders ; yet there are fome things, wherein we may be certain. 

_-Therefore, from what has been faid, the caufe is fummed up: 
fhortly in this, that though we cannot fee what was done before 
©ur time, yet by the marks which I have laid down concerning » 
the certainty of Matters of Fa€t done before our time, we may” 
be as much affured of the truth of them, as if we faw them with’ 
our eyes; becaufe whatever Matter of Faét has all the four- 


_ marks before-mentioned, could never have been invented and’ 
‘received but upon the conviétion of the outward fenfes of all 


thofe who did receive it, as before is demonftrated. And there-) 


' fore this topic which I have chofen, does ftand upon the convie~: 


tion even of mens’ outward fenfes. it 


. VII. Thefe topics, which have been largely infifted upon by 


many, cannot be denied by any man of found reafon, But I) 
_ wave them for the prefent, and infift.on one. And now it lies on) 


the Deifts to thew any Matter of Fa& of former ages, which they 

_allow to be true, that has greater evidences of its truth, than the _ 
' Matters of Fa&t of Mofes and of Chrift. But I have given them: 
j greater latitude than this, for I have fhewn fuch’ marks of the 
_ Trath of the Matters of Fa& of Mofes and of Chrift, as no other 

Matters ‘of Fa& of thofe times, however. true, have, but thefe 

. ni : and I put it upon them to fgew any forgery that has all 

3¢ marks, ite : paot 

a het ae. iffue. Keep them clofe to this. “This deter. 

-Ynines the caufe all at once: Let thein produce their Apollonius 
“Tyan whole Iie was put into Englih by the eres 


bs; 


” 1 


| 


A 
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# Charles: Blount, and compared with all the wit and malice Ke 
was mafter of; to the life and miracles of our bleffed' Saviour. | — 
“¥X. But if they fill maintain that all this is but ptieftcraft, the 
invention of priefts, for their own profit, &c. then they will give 
tis an idea of priefts, far different from what they intend: for 


then we muft look upon thefe-priefis, not only as the cunningelt 


and wifeft of mankind, who have fuch power, as to impofe, at 
their pleafure, upon the fenfes of all mankind, and to make them 
believe, that they had practifed fuch public inflitutions, enaéted 
them by laws, taught them to their children, &c. when they had 
never done any of thefe ihings, or ever fo much as heard of them 
before. Sucha power as this, muft exceed all that is human ; 
and, confequently place thefe’priefts far above the condition of 
movtals. ; 

2. Nay, this were to make them’ outdo all that has ever been 
related of the infernal powers: for though they have deceived 
fome unwary beholders by lying wonders, yet their power never 
reached, nor was ever fuppofed to reach fo far, as to deceive the 
fenfes of all mankind, in things of fo public and notorious a 
nature-as thefe, to make them believe, that they had enaéted laws’ 
for fuch public. obfervances, continually praétifed them, taught 
them to their children, and had been inftru@ed in them them-- 
felves,; from their childhood, if they had never enaéted, praétifed, 
taught, or been taught fuch things. 


- g. And-as this exceeds all the powers of -Hell, fo is it more 
than ever God Almighty has done fince the foundation’ of the’ 
world. | None of the miracles that he has fhewn, or belief that he 
has required to any thing revealed, has ever contradiéted the out- 
ward fenfes of any one man in the world, much lefs of all man-' 
Kind together. For miracles being an appeal to our outward fenfes, 
if they thould overthrow the certainty of our outward fenfes, muft: 
deftroy, with it, all their own certainty, as to us; fince wé Have’ 
no way to judge of a miracle exhibited to our fenfes, but upon’ 
the fuppofition of the certainty of our fenfes.’ 7) © 0 
> If then the Chriftian religion be a cheat, and nothing elfe but 
tle invention of priefts, it makes their power and wifdom. reater: 
than that of men, angels, or devils ;-yea more than God himfelf’ 
ever fhewed -to impofe upon the fenfes of mankind, in fuch’ 
public and notorious Matters of Fa@, al 2 

_ * The hand ‘of that feorner, which d ste? ; 
 againft his Maker, the Divine idomst hag se = Ss uted aa tee ; 

would not have menitioned (becaufe the like judgment has befallen others) but 

‘that the atheiffical-club, have fet this up asa ae and printed a vindication 

of this fame Bi ouNnT, for murdering of Bimfelf, by ‘way of juflification of 

felf-murder. Which fome of them have fince, as well as formerly, ‘hosrid! 
Bee eee Taree rector: thie adi no conimom judgment to whic 
ey are deliveres ta vill : , 
fortaken them ; ait at a eatin ie i) ( hah cae wee at es Br 
a 


30d has 

; : lians, to beware of them, and not to: 
come near the tents of thefe wicked men, lef th ey perth ; ie " 
both of foul and body, via Basi itt sie 


= 


ae 


ee Sea eve 


~ 
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> ay And this miracle, which the Deifts muft run into to avon 


4 
thofe recorded of Mofes and Chrift, is much greater, and more 
aftonifhing than all the Scriptures tell of them: So that thefe 
men, who laugh at all miracles, are now obliged to account for 
the greateft of all, how the fenfes of mankind could be impofed 
upon in fuch public Matters of Fac. 

X. Unlefs they can do this, it muft appear, that religion is no 
Invention of men, but of divine’ original: ‘that priefts are of the 
fame origin, and that their order is a perpetual and living monu- 
ment of the Matters. of Faét of their religion, inftituted from the 
time when thofe Facts were done; the Levites from Mofes; the’ 
Apoftles and Chriftian clergy, from Chrift, to this day. And 
thefe are as flagrant a teftimony to the truth of the Matters of Fa& 
of Chrift, as the facrament, or any other public inftitution: be- 
fides that, if thefe were taken ‘away, the facraments, and other 

blic inftitations, which are adminiftred by them, muft of courfe 

il with them. ' 

- Let us then confider the in ftitutions of Chrift, not only as Means 
of Grace, and Helps to Devotion, but as the great Evidences of 
the Chriftian Religion. Such Evidences as no pretended Revela- 
tion ever had, or can have. Such as plainly diftinguith it frony 
all foolifh legends and impoftures whatfoever. 

. “What a condition then are they in, who fpend that life 
and fenfe, which God has given them, in ridiculing the greatet’ 
of bis bleflings, his Revelations by Chrift, to redeem thofe from 
eternal mifery, who fhall believe in him, and obey his laws. And 
that God in his wonderful merey and wifdom, has fo guarded his 
Revelations, as that it is paft the power of men or devils to coun 
terfeit: and there is no denying them, unlefs we will be fo abfard 
as to deny net only the reafon, but the certainty of the outward’ 
fenfes, not only of one, or two, or three, but of mankind int 

nérali’ This cafe is fo very plain, that nothing but want of 
thought can hinder any from difcovering it. And they muft yield 
it to be fo plain, utilele they can fhew fome forgery, which has all 
the four marks, before fet down. But if they cannot do this, they 


* wiuft quit their caule, and yield a happy viétory over themfelves 


otherwife they muft fit down under the ignominy of being, not. 
only the moft pernicious, but the moft inconfiderate, and fuper- 
ficial of mankind, . , , 
st hae ros PPPPSI SISOS ISS 
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My dear Friend, 


Chefham, Bucks, Auguft 28, 17956 


7 


~ GINCE ‘we had the pleafute of fecing each other, one of thofe. 


fal circumflances has occurred in our family, which, fooner 


s or later, muft befall each of us, Death has made a breach among 


US, 
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us, and removed a friend, whofe name I fhall ever remembér with 
the warmeft affeGiion. But while we lament the Jofs of anear 
and dear relation, we muft acknowledge with humility and thank- 
fulnefs the goodnefs and forbearance of Almighty God, who has 
fuffered our houfe to remain twenty-fix years unvifited by death.--- 
An illnefs, under which my fifter, Mrs. Dunkerton, had long 
faffered, proved fatal a few weeks ago. She died on Thurfday, 
July oth. Although her home * was at Bath, it was) fo ordered 
by a kind Providence, that fhe died here under her father’s roof, 
and in the midft of her neareft relations. This was a confolation 
to us all, which could only be exceeded by that arifing from the 
comfortable evidence which fhe gave of. dying in Chrift. I mean 
in this letter to confine myfelf principally to an account of the 
ftate of her mind during the laft three or four days of her life. 
But I am perfuaded, my friend, you will not confider it foreign 
from my fubjeét, if in the firft place I mention a few circume 
ftances, with which you may not be perfeétly acquainted.---You: 
knew probably that Mrs. D, was a member of Mr. Welfley’s 
fociety. Upwards of five years ago [when Mifs Rumfey,]} the. 
had a long and dangerous illnefs, which led her firft to, think, 
clofely upon religion ; for before this, although fhe was an obfer-: 
ver of the ordinary routine of religious duties, yet fhe looked, 
upon vital godlinefs as the effe&t of an enthufiaflic imagination, 
rather than a rea! and fubftantial good. This change was a happy 
fruit of affliction ! ¢ 
She now fpent a great deal of time in examining the Scriptures, 
and frequented the different places of worfhip, which a refidence, 
in Bath, (where fhe was long detained on account of ill heahh) 
afforded her, previous to her entering into the communion of any; 
church. At length the attended conftantly Mr. Wefley’s chapel, 
where the heard the kind of preaching which moft profited her: 
inquiting mind. I believe it was at the clofe of the fummer 1791 
when fhe became a member of that fociety, In the Autumn of, 
the fame year, being recommended by her Phyfician to the Sea- 
fide, fhe went from Bath to the neighbourhood of Teignmouthy, 
Devon ; where fhe had an opportunity of hearing Mr. Wadf{worth,, 
a preacher in Mr, Wefley’s conneétion; from whofe miniftry, fhe, 
experienced the grratelt confolation, fo that, fhe called him -her 
fpiritual father. Since her death I have found among her “papers, 
a lift of texts; from which fhe had heard this minifter preach, with. 
this remark fubjoined, “* Would to God every fentence of th 
** above difcouries were graven upon my remembrance!” ' 5. | 
The following extract of a letter written by her in” 1792, I fhal} 
take the liberty of tranfcribing, as it fhews he Gace? ta ueee 
after entering upon a religious life: — Mig oy hy FF 
jane hstub <Whag 
* Mrs. Dunkerton was married, July 11, . ' }. ces 
died of a confumption a few months pe dotlpheces te yee yeais se ie 
| ated ee OR 
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~™ O my friend, what a ref will that be when we lay down thefe 
clogs of earth, and join the difembodied fouls above! For ever 

“© bleffed be the Name of my God!-I do happily experience more 

“**-and more: of the reality there is in religion, and am daily con- 

** viniced of the trifling nature of all created good. Surely we 

“** never can be fufficiently thankful, that ever our minds were in 
any meafure enlightened, and led to view things in their true 
** colours. Blefs the Lord, O. gur fouls, and all that is within 
** us, blefs his holy Name!” 

Without entering largely into her chara&ter through life (which 
is not my prefent ahign), there are one or two points in it, which 
in juftice to her memory, I cannot pafs over in filence. From 
her very childhood the manifefted a {trong attachment to truth and 
fincerity, and an utter averfion to every kind and degree of hypo- 
erify or deceit; for fhe as much abhorred a quibble, as fhe did the 
mot palpable lie. And as fhe poffeffed this amiable difpofition 
herfelf, and valued it in others; fo fhe lightly efteemed thofe 
perfons.in whom fhe difcovered the oppofite vice. She alfo 

offeffed a firmnefs of mind, which led her toa very decifive 
line of condué from the very commencement of her Chriftian 
courfe. And you know, my friend, from your own experience, 
show much the young chriftian convert is expofed to the oppofi- 
‘tion of the world, 
«I can however affert, with an equal degree of fatisfaftion and 
truth, that I never knew my fifter, from the time fhe made a 
ferious profeffion of religion, deliberately: deviate from what 
appeared to her the path of duty, from the fear of being ridi- 
‘culed, or difliked, by thofe who regulate their condué&t more by 
the crooked maxims and frivolous customs of the world, than by 
ithe precepts of the Gofpel. She was fully convinced of that truth 
which is beautifully expreffed in one of her favourite hymns, viz. 


Who fuffer with our Mafter here, 
at __ We thall before his face appear, 
se And by his fide fit down: 
ae 0 To patient faith the prize is fure, 
. And all that to the end endure 
The Cross, fhall wear the Crown. 


_ I mvft confefs, that her ideas of improper conformity to the - 
world} did not, in all points, exafy coincide with mine. But, 


« : ~ 


notwithftanding this, the fincerity of her intentions always com. 
_ ‘manded my refpeét and efteem, “The reality of her religion was 
_ fafficiently proved by the comfort it afforded her, when fhe ftood 
in moft need of it. As to her religious fentiments, they of courfe 
accorded in general with thofe of t e fociety with which fhe was 
__connefied. Indeed, as I have already hinted, the preaching of 
- .the Methodifls was the mean which the Holy Spirit rendered 
_ effe&tual to her converfion: in remembrance of which, I thail 
of “always feela fincere affettion for that fociety ‘of Chriftians, 
eee s ss although 


/ 
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although their fentiments and mine may in’ fome points differ. 
Mrs. Dunkerton’s mind was however-fuperior to bigotry, for 
awhile fhe thought for herfelf on the important fubje€t of religion, 
fhe recolleQed that others had the fame right, and was a fincere 
over of real ‘Chriftians by whatever name diftinguifhed. It may 
mot be 'amifs to make a fhort remark upon one gircumftanceabove 
noticed, which is, that while Mrs. D. was removed to a gredt 
diftance from her friends in fearch of bodily health, it was fo 
ordered by infinite Wifdom and Mercy, that, although ‘fhe attained 
this bleffing but in an imperfeé&t degree, fhe acquired in a'greater 
degree the health of her better part,---fhe found the pearl of great 
price! This is one.of the many inftances, in which the difpenfa- 
‘tions of Providence, which to us are dark ard unintelligible, lead 
ailtimately to real bleffings. Mrs. D. continued to the end of her 
Jife in the Methodift fociety ; yet fhe never diflented from the 

‘Church of England, but livedand. died iin her communion. I 
Ghali not’enter into a detail of any farther particulars, but proceed — 
‘o'the immediate defign of this letter, which as to give you an 
‘account of fome ftriking circumfances which occurred in the clofe 
‘wf my fifter’s life. : 
Mrs. Dunkerton had much ‘heavinefs on “her mind during the 
‘Jatter part of her long illnefs.. She complained of not enjoying 
thofe confolations fhe had formerly experienced ; her evidence of 
‘having an intereft in ‘Chrift not being now fufficiently clear to 
‘ender her mind comfortable. She defired to be as much as. poffi< 
*ble'by herfelf, and was mot inclined to hearvany reading but the 
“Scriptures. In converfation with a minifier, eight or nine day 
‘before her:deceafe, fhe complained of this uncomfortable ftate-af 
her mind.» When the minifter:fpake of the provifion made: for 
‘believers in Chrift, the replied, “ But I am tempted to believe 1 
* shave neither part nor lot in the matter.” “She. was not fatisfied 
with the general knowledge of Salvation, but wanted to be convin- 
ced for herfelf that fhe was in a fafe flate; for faid the, is Religion 
““ I know, is a living principle.” It appears, that fhe had {db 
i learnt Chrift to be contented with notions,- fyftems, or 
,, or with paft experience ; but was athirft for the pure water 
Monday, July 6. She was taken much worfe thi 100n 
“and her friends were haftily called to her. She iousb cmtane 
va dying flate, and indeed her danger appeared to‘us all very immi 
“nent. Being afked if her mind was comfortable, fhe anfwerell 
“No, No: ” her countenance atthe fame time indicating diftrefs 
‘both of body and mind. She earneftly defired fome one to ray 
“but the fcene was really fo affe&ting that her neareft races 
“no freedom to comply with her requeft. As ‘he perfifted inher 
-defire, a prayer of Jenks’s was read, and afterwards the colle@ion 
+ of Scripture paffages in the latter part of “ Dr. Doddridge’s Rife 
and Progrefs of Religion” Soon after, her aged and affe@ionate 
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father, whofe feelings upon this occafion may be more readily 
conceived than expreffed, by her earneft folicitation, {pent a little 
time in prayer, with feyeral relations round the bed. — Still how- 
ever fhe remained under the power of diftrefling thoughts, more 
painful than even her bodily iilnefs; praying, that ‘* God would 
look down and have mercy upon her;” and with an anxious 
look, which I fhall not haftily forget, fhe faid “I don’t know 
where I am going.” Many promiffory texts of Scripture were 
urged, but feemingly without effect: The diftrefs of her mind 
was not to be foothed by any thing man could fay. She was look. 
ing to a higher power. A frien repeating his enquiry; whether 
fhe was more comfortable, fhe anfwered, “I do riot feel quite {a 
much terror.” ' + 
About an hour or two from the time we were firft called to her; 
we beheld a glorious change. The Sun of Righteoufnefs row 
fhone upon her foul, the brightnefs of whofe heavenly rays difz 
pelled the dark cloud in which her mind was enveloped. She 
repeated the following texts, which were brought to her mind 
with the moft confolatory power. ‘ Fear thou not, for I am with 
thee.” “ Arife, thine, for thy light is come.” When thou 
paffeft through the waters, I will be with thee; and when through 
the rivers, they fhail not overflow thee: when thou walkel 
through the fire, thou fhall not burned, neither fhall the flame 
Kindle upon thee.” ‘* For we know that if the earthly houfe of 
this tabernacle were diffolved, we have a building of God, an 
houfe not made with hands, eternal in the Heavens.” “ There ig 
therefore now no condemnation to them which ar? in Chrift 
Jefus;” * and many others. To ufe her own words, * Such a 
* burft of promifes were brought to my mind, as quite difpclled 
‘* all tormenting fears.” And now, notwihftanding her bodily 
fufferings, fhe could praife God with a chearful countenance. 
She defired a hymn might be fung, naming,—“ There is a land 
of pure delight, where faints immovtal reign.” Het father gave 
it out, and while it was finging the feemed very full of joy: No 
language can exprefs the confolation we felt in feeing her thus 
relieved from a moft painful and diftrefling flute of mind, and 
with the utmoft cheartulnefs exclaiming,—“ I fee a vacant feat 
for me!” The ftate of her own, as well as ‘our feelings suring 
the whole of this affeéting fcene, can be bett Judged of by thofe 
who are in the habit of meditating on the infinite importance of | 
afoul being called into the prefence of its Maker. She defired 
that Mr, and Mrs. L. (friends who had vifited her a few days 
before, and witneffed the uncomfortable ftate ber mind was in) 
might be fent for; and upon Mrs. L’s entering the room, fhe 
chearfully addreffed her,— I am going ;—there is a ee feat 
: 66 or 
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“ forme: but 1 could not go and take it without letting you 
“know.” . es 
- Some little time afrer, her hufband, parents, brothers and fifter; 
being round the bed, fhe addreffed us all feparately in the> moft 
pathetic manner, in fhort and broken fentences, owing to her 
preat weaknefs, varying her expreffions to each 5 but with the 
moft {piritaal admonition fhe prayed “ that fhe might meet all in 
“ Heaven.” Beginning with her hufband, fhe faid;—* My dear 

r. Dunkerton, may you be bleft.’”” To your unworthy friend; 
“ Keep clafe to. God.” -But to her parents, changing the admo* 
nitory mode of addrefs, fhe faid, with affeftionate compofure; 
As to my dear father and mother, I fhall fully expeét to fee 
“them.” ‘* As to my children,—I muft leave them.” ‘Here her 
feelings were fo acutely fenfible, that fhe could not utter many 
words, but fhe prayed, ‘* that the Lord would blefs them ; ” and; 
looking ‘earneftly at me, added, “I hope they will be kept from 
the vanities of the world.” Being now confiderably revived, fhe 
defired the 29d Pfalm to be read ; and a little time after, the 16th 
chap. of St. John. In the courfe of the evening-Mr. L. Repping 
in to afk her how the did, fhe anfwered, ‘‘ Iam very ilf;—but 
* fhall foon fee your old friend, * and then I-fhall be well. May 

* you attend to the advice he gave you, and be preferved from the 
** {nares of a world full of wickednefs.” Thus the was deftrous 
6f dropping a word in feafon to all about her. » And what 
éloquence, what ftudied oratory, with all the advantages of ‘thé 
mott accomplifhed fpeaker, can imprefs the mmd with fo much 
force, as the faintly fpoken, interrupted fentences of adménition, - 
coming from the mouth of the dying Chriftian! This, ny friend, 
will doubtlefs bring ‘afrefh to your mind, as it does ‘to ‘mine, 4 . 
recolle&tion of that pleafing melancholy fcene, which 'we witnefled 
when ftanding round the death-bed of our venerable mafter and 
truly {piritual friend, to whom my fifter referred. “And T-doubt 
not, your heart will readily unite with mine, in faying of him 
What Mrs. D. faid of the Rev. Mr. W. “ Wouldto God every 
*« fentence we heard in his public and private exhortations were 
graven upon our remembrance! Bat to return ‘to my ‘fubje& 
Through the night Mrs. D’s mind continued very comfortable 
and when I ‘was giving her a little fuftenance, fhe remarkéd,;= 
** We fhall not want thefe recruits in the land above.» 

Tuefday. The Rev. Mr. S. ‘calling upon Ker this morning, - 

“the converfed very chearfully, -confidering the litle fivéngth the 
‘had ; for fhe was now very teeble and low. After foine time’ 
{pent in prayer, {ke defired the ‘faine hymm might’be fung as on ' 
the evening before. She fpake with great pleafure of the Curft of 

promifes which had been brought to her-mind the’preceding evert 

* She alluded to the Rev. Mr. Ctarke, the late worthy ReGor of Chefham- 

Bois, nenipe cag te young.gentleman, my apprentice, 'was'broaght Gp. For 
Magazine fo : . ahi death a this learned and - See ie Evangelio 
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Ing ; and of the ftriking view which had been reprefented to het, 
of a vacant feat above: obferving, that fhe felt at the fame time 
** her heart abound with love to all mankind.” * Particularly (faid 
Mr. §.) to the houfhold of faith.”’ “ Yes, (faid the) without 
refpe&t to party;” and added, “ The Devil could not fuggeft 
this.” * Her bodily ftrength declined faft, and her fuffering's 
from cough, difficulty of breathing, and extreme inquietude, were 
eat ; yet fhe continued perfeétly fenfible and heavenly minded. 
er prayer was, “ God be merciful to me a finer.” — In the even- 
ing fhe faid to me, “ I am-not deftroyed, God is the fame to day, 
as he was yefterday ; and Will be for ever.” ; S. 
Wednefday. Mrs. D. pafled this day, upon the whole, nearly 
as the preceding, gradually wearing away. In the afternoon the 
was taken much worfe, but revived again. Being abfent during 
this attack, fhe faid to me upon my return, “I thought 1 was 
“« going fome time ago, but my mind was very comfortable; ?” 
repeating the following‘words, ‘** As thy day is, fo fhall thy ftiength 
tbe.” My ftrength is made perfeét in weaknefs.” She was itill 
‘bleft with the full enjoyment of her fenfes, and often defired por- 
‘tions of Scripture to be read to her, particularly the 14th of ‘St. 
Jobe. which fhe heard with great pleafure more than once; it 
feemed to be a favourite part of the facred Writings. She like- 
-wife defired to hear the firft chapter of ‘the Epiftle to the Philip- 
*pians, and many others at different times: alfo one of Mr. Wefley’s 
“Hymns,---“ Come on my partners in diltrefs.” She dilcovered 
-a very accurate knowledge of the Scriptures, by the facility with 
-which fhe referred to the feveral parts. as 
--Thurfday. This morning fhe had another fevere attack, and 
“thought herfelf really dying. Upon my entering the room, fhe 
faid “1 am going, to my Father and your Father; tomy God 
~ ‘and your God;” adding, ** Fear thou not, for Iam with thee.” 
“The e laft words fhe often repeated. They were the firft which 


_ | # Jam aware that too much firefs may be, and often is laid on fudden impref- 
“Gons on the mind, by perfons whofe general condu& does hot afford convincing 
‘evidence. that they are truly religious, or according to the apoflolic expreffion, 
- “that “ they are in Chrift new creatures: ” for by their fruit fhall ye know them. 
Yet while we are on the one hand juftly cautious of delufive feelings, let us not 
| fpliton the oppofite rock by confounding all divine influence with flights of enthn- 
_. fiafm, where confolatory texts of {cripture are powerfully fuggelted to a mind 
 oppreffed with a fenfe of its fin and demerit, and anxioufly waiting for pardon 
~ gnd deliverance ; and we fee not only immediate tranquility and joy fucceed to 
. forrow and diftrefs, but likewife.a continuation of thele effe&ts; the perfon ftill 
relying on the promifes of God in Chrift, and at length enabled to pafs through 
« the valley of the fhadow of death fearing no evil, but enjoying that peace of mind 
which pafferb al] underftanding: there 1s, furely,'in fuch a cafe, fufficient reafon 
~ to believe, that the firft impreflion was the work of God, and not a detufion. 
Atte fare omnipotent Saviour, who formerly calmed the tempeftuous fea, can 
i . now. with equal eafe, and as inftantaneoutly, {peak peace to the troubled mind by 
the fuggeftion of a fingle text, or even one word of the facred writings. And 
. who dare to reftri&t chee Sag Spirit? or prefcribe the manner in which 
“the penitent mourner fhail be comforted ? 9 Denali 
= sti ome ne a ‘ brought 
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brought her comfort, and they afforded her frequent fupplies of 
it. She again defired the 14th of St. John to be read. She now 
funk too low, to converfe much at a time. Some hours after 
I afked her, if I fhould read any part of the Scripture to her; but 
fhe declined hearing it, faying, “ I am very comfortable; but my 
bodily weaknefs is fo great!” While in great diftrefs of body, 
being reminded of the fufferings of our Saviour, fhe replied, 
* Yes;---if it be poffible ;---yet not my will, but thine be done.” 
Obferving her hufband in great afli@ion and trouble, fhe faid to 
him, ‘ May God be your portion, Mr. D. and fupport you. He 
“* fupports me, and bleffed be his holy Name.” ‘This afternoon 
fhe defired her little girl to be brought to her (he youngeft child 
being at nurfe * ) and with a tender kifs took her laft farewell of 

this loyely infant. How great muft this trial be to an affe€tionate 
mother? yet Mrs. D. was enabled, by divine grace, to drink of 
this bitter cup without murmuring. 

Many doubtlefs have equalled her in maternal love and attention; 
but I think it may be truly faid, fhe was exceeded by none in 
thefe points. It-was not however that kind of fecondary, afféc- 
tion, which is confined toa concern for temporal-happinefs and 
welfare, by which fhe was influenced; for although thedid not 
negle&. this, yet her views and wifhes extended far beyond it, 
Her anxiety for their beft intereft was obfervable in thus expreff- 
ing herfelf a few hours before her death, ‘* God blefs the babies; 
---let piety be the firft thing---” She was prevented finifhing the 
fentence. by her extreme lownefs, and difficulty “ob bias 
Great indeed was our pleafure to hear her fay a little time after, 
with the utmoft compofure of mind, but flill panting for breath 
and painfully reftlefs, ‘* What a comfortable thing it is to have 
“ nothing to do, but to die.” You are fupported, faid I, .to the 

' Jatt. Yes,” fhe replied ; and added, in aliufion to what is faid 
of our Saviour “ I am the fame, yefterday, to day, and for ever:** 
repeating likewife the following verfe, although with fome diffi- 
culty, as fhe was finking lower every hour. “ Fear thou not; f 
* Tam with thee: be not difmayed; for Iam thy God: t #n 

- flrengthen thee ; yea, I will help thee; yea, 1 will uphold thee 

** with the right-hand of my righteoufnefs.” She pronounced 
the words with a pleafant and chearful emphafis on the * J," . 
The inquietude, and great diftrefs of her bodily feelings, f f 

De : ¢ y leelings, formed a 
ey! contraft with the happy tranquility of her mind. Looking 
at her fifter with great earneitnefs fhe faid, * May you come after ; 
---there is room; and all your blefled children.” Witha maf 
chearful countenance the faid to her father, ‘* The Devil is a liar,” 
alluding to the temptations before {poken of. Although tempta. 
ts ue pein pe to aiftre/s the Chriftian’s mind, as a trial 
ot his faith, or a chaftifement for his fins, ; Y 
to deftroy him. - ; Waieng ahr yt sacra 

* aye ese ; 

| PO ee ape as children a girl upwards of two years old, anda hoy ; 
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During thefe three laft days, according to the fate of her 
ftrength, which was fluftuating, Mrs. D. often {pake with great 
5 ai in allufion to thofe celeftial Joys, of which fhe expected 
oon to partake, exprefling repeatedly her ardent. withes and 
prayers for the f iritual welfare of thofe around her. Suffering 
much in her Bady, the expreffed a fear that the fhould not be 
fufficiently patient. While labouring for breath, fhe faid to me, 
“I fhall foon fee my old neighbour ; ” (meaning Mr. Clarke.) 
Soon after the endeavoured to repeat the third verfe of Dr. Watts’s 
hymn, * There is a land of pure delight,” but was too low to 
utter the words diftinflly. We perceived that her end was rapidly . 
approaching, although every now and then fhe was wonderfully 
revived. “ No body, faid fhe, can with thefe confliéts. to laft 
“long.” = Not my will, but thine, be done ;---yet, come 
*“ quickly,” She defired to kifs Mr. D. and all her relations 
in the room; and in about an hour after fhe died, 


“* Farewell, bright faint; take thy exalted place, ; 
** For thou art near to fee thy SaAviour’s Face.” 


Thus has Mrs. Dunkerton left an excellent example for her 
children to imitate., Happy will it be for them, if, as they grow 
up, they follow her as the followed Chrift. Their tender age 
renders them now incapable of eftimating the great lofs of a 
mother, upon whom Providence had beftowed an excellent fhare 
of good fenfe, and genuine piety: and confequently they are pre- 
ferved from thofe painful feelings, which in mature age they 
would have endured. But we mutt recolleét, that this event is 
permitted by Infinite Wifdom, and therefore it muft be right. 
Chriftianity, however, does not teach us to deftroy our focial 
affeétions, but to regulate them. We cannot but feel grief at the 
ofs of our much valued friends; and upon the prefent occafion, 
I muft confefs, my forrow is great. Nor is this inconfiftent with 
the duty of refignation, if it be not immoderate ; for our perfeét 
exemplar and divine Saviour, Jesus, wept,-when intreated to 
vifit the grave of his friend Lazarus, a -: 

Men of the world may in their gay moments ridicule or defpife 
religion, but they muft fooner or later be convinced, that this is 
the “one thing needful:” for they will find themfelves in a 
fituation to. require that confolation and fupport, which nothing 
but real religion can afford. How erronéoutly then do they Judge 
of Chriftianity, who confider it as a gloomy or melancholy fubjett, 
as if it was calculated to damp our joys, inflead of affording ‘rati- 


onal delight, and chearing the dejeéted mind. Let the fenfualift, 


or Deift, vifit the dying Chriftian, and affert, if he can, that any 
worldly pleafure, or philofophic fyftem, can afford a rational mind 
a degree of folace, that is worthy a comparifon with what the 


_ defpifed follower of a crucified Saviour frequently experiences, 


when death flares him in the face. Ifa fcene of this kind fhould | 


~ Rot fully convince a man that Chriftianity is a Truth, and the 


; ee only 
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- enly fource of real and permanent felicity ; it muft at leaf cons 
found and flagger his infidelity: However, be the advocates for 
‘this‘canfe many or few, the event will certainly prove, that real 
Chriftians have not followed “ cunningly deviled fables : ”---- 
And thofe who now treat them with’ fcorn and derifion, will be 
driven at laft (unlefs they repent) to that defperate and ‘thameful | 
_€onfeffion “ We fools, accounted their life madnefs, and their 
énd to be without honour: How are they now numbered among 
the children of God, and their lot is among the faints.” But we 
know that the pure religion of Chrift, which has been fo often 
perverted to bafe and hypocritical purpofes, does not confift in a 
furious or bigotted attachment to any particular church, fe@, or 
"party's nor in embracing a nicely-adjufted fyftem of opinions, 
which may float only on the furface of the brain; nor in the mere 
outward ebfervance of religious duties: but in an entire change © 
of the heart from fin to holinefs, which muft manifeft itfelf by a 
confiftent.dife; for our Saviour aflures us that “‘ not every one 
who /aith unto me Lord, Lord, thall.enter into the kingdom of © 
Heaven, ‘but he that doeth the Wall of my Father, which is in 
Heaven.” JI have taken the liberty of adding thefe few thoughts, 
which occurred to my mind, while meditating on the power and 
excellence. of religion, which was fo confpicuous in the cafe I 
have been communicating to you. z 
I intended, at firft, to have comprifed what I had to fay within 
a much narrower compafs, but my heart being engaged in the 
AubjeQ, one idea led almofi imperceptibly to another, until I have’ 
fo far extended .my, letter, as to render. it necelfary. to apologize 
for being fo prolix. I confider myfelf, however, as writing. to a 
friend, who will be more difpofed.to profit by the ferious fubjeét, . 
than .to criticife on the compofition, I. thall conclude with 
exprefling my hearty wilh, that when.our latter end approaches, 
we may be as well prepared for the important change as our 
eparied friend was, “ having nothing todo but to die.” I remain, 


dear Sir, your fincere Friend, H.R 
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Mr. BRUCE’s Travers in ABISSINZA. 


[Continued from page 40.) 1 | 
“X THEN Mr. Bruce arrived at Gondar, the king, and Ras — 
- VY Michael, (his Prime Minifter) were at a confiderable 
@iflance from the capital-with the army; which had been em- 
nest in attempting to fupprefs a dangerous rebellion which had 

_ broke-out in the kingdom. In the mean time the Integhe, or. 
say (mother to the reigning king) being informed that Mr. 
. Bruce was a phyfician, fent-for him to the palace of Kofcam, the — 
‘place of ‘her refidence, where he,-had the care of fome of thee 
’ | 2 royal j 
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-royal family, who were illof the fmall-pox. The attention he 
fhewed to his patients, and his fuperior {kill in treating that dif- 
order, attra&ted the regard of the queen, and her daughter Ozora 
Esther, wife to Ras Michael. Mr. Bruce being ‘thus honourably 
employed for fome days, till the return of the army to Gondar, 
where he was.introduced to the Ras and the king, which he relates 
in the following terms: * 

“ Qn the gth of March I met Ras Michael at Azazo. He was 
dreffed in a coarfe ditty cloth, wrapt about him like a blanket, 
and another like a table.cloth folded about his head: He was lean, 
eld, and as yrcaes f much fatigued; fat Rooping upon an excellent 
mule, that carried him f{peedily without thaking him; he had alfo 
fore eyes. As we faw the place where he was to light by four crofé 
lances, and a cloth thrown oyer them like a temporary tent; upon 
an emimence, we did mot {peak to him till he alighted. We 
alighted at the fame time he did, and afterwards, with anxiety 
enough we depured a Greek prieft, who was a friend of Michael, 
to tell him who I was, and that I was come to meet him. The 
foldiers made way, and I came up, took him by the hand and 
kiffed it. . He looked me broad in the face for a fecond, repeated 
the ordinary falutation, **‘ How do you do? I hope you are well ;” 
and pointed tova place where I was'to fit down. A thoufand coms 
plaints, and a thoufand orders came immediately before him, from 
athoufand mouths, and we were nearly {mothered ; but he took 
no notice of me, nor did he afk for one of his family. In fome 
minutes ‘after came the king, who paffed at fome diftance to’ the 
eft of him; and Michael was then led :out of the ‘fhelter of his 
tent to the ‘door, where he was fupporied on foot till the king | 
paffed by, having firft pulled off the towel that was upon his 
head, after which ‘he returned to his feat in the tent again. I res 
turned ‘to Kofcam, very ‘little pleafed with the:reception I had met 
with. ‘Al the town was in a hurry and confufion; 90,000 men 
were ‘encamped -upon the Kahha; and the firft horrid fcene 


a 


‘Michael exhibited there, ‘was caufing the eyes of twelve of ithe 


‘chiefs of the ‘rebel ‘Galla, whom ‘he had taken:prifoners, to be 
pulled ‘out, and the unfortunate fufferers turned outito the ‘fields, 
to be devoured at night by the hyena. Two of thefe I took under 
my ‘care, who both recovered, and from them I learned many 
particulars‘of their country'and manners.” a ee 
| The'next day, which was the 10th, ‘the army marched into the 
‘town in triumph, and ‘the Ras:at the‘head of the troops of Tigre. 
‘He was bareheaded; over “his thoulders, and down to his back, - 
‘hung pallium, ‘or ‘cloak, ‘of ‘black velvet, witha filver fringe. 
A boy, ‘by his right: ftirrup, held a filver wand of about five feet 
sand/a‘halt long, much like the ftaves of our great officers at court. 
Behind him all the foldiers, who Jhad flain an‘enemy and taken 
“the {poils from them,.had their lances and firelocks ornamented 
ith {mall fhreds .of fcarlet:cloth, one. piece for every man he - 


~ had flan, One thing remarkable in this cayaleade, which 
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obferved, was the head-drefs of the governors of provinces. A 
large broad fillet was bound upon their forehead, and tied belfind 
their head. Inthe middle of this was a horn, or a conical piece 
of filver, gilt, about four inches long, much in the fhape of our 
common candle extinguifhers. This is called 4zrn, or horn, and 
is only worn in reviews or parades after victory. This I appre- 
hend, like all other of their ufages, is taken from the Hebrews, 
and the feveral allufions made in fcripture to it arife from this 
prattice:—‘ I faid unto fools, Deal not foolifhly; and to the 
wicked, Lift not up the horn—“ Lift not up your horn on high; 
{peak not with a fiiff neck *”°—* For promotion cometh,” &c.— 
«* But my horn fhalt thou exalt like the horn of an unicorn ”--- 
*© And the horn of the. righteous fhall be exalted with honour.” 
‘And fo in many other places throughout the Pfalms. [See 1 Sam. 
ii. 1, 10, 16. ~ Job xvi. 15. Jer. xlviiv 25. Pim. Ixxv. 4. 
--lxxxix. 27.--xci. 10, &c. ; ; i 

Next to thefe came the king, with a fillet of white muflin about 
three inches broad, binding his forehead, tied with a large double 
knot behind, and hanging down about two feet on bis back. 
About him were the great officers of ftate, fuch of the young 
nobility as were. without:command; and-after thefe, the houfhold 
troops. ‘Then followed the executioner of the camp, and _ his 
attendants; and, laft of all, amidft the King’s and the Ras’s 
baggage, came a man bearing the ftuffed fkin of Woofheka [one 
of the rebel chiefs} upon a pole, which he hung upon a branch 
of: the tree before the king’s palace appropriated for public execu- 
tions. It was now the 13th of March, and I had heard no word 
from Ozora Efther, or the Ras, though removed to ahoufe in 
Gondar. I had gone once every day to fee the children at Kof- 
cam ; at all which times I had been received with the greateft 
cordiality and marks of kindnefs by the queen, and orders given 
for my free admittance upon all occafions like an officer of her 
houfhold. In the evening, Mahomet Gibberti came to my houfe, 
and told me, that, befides the letter I carried to Ras Michael frovh 
Metical Aga his mafter, he had been charged with a particular. 
one, out of the ordinary form, diétated by the Englifh at Jidda, 
who, all of them, had agreed to make a point with Metical Aga, 
devoted to them for his own profit, that his utmoft exertion of 
friendfhip and intereft, fhould be fo employed in my recommen- 
dation, as to engage the attention of Ras Michael to provide in 
earneft for my fafety and fatisfation in every point. This letter 
I had myfelf read at Jidda; it informed Michael of the power 
and riches of our nation, and that they were abfolute mafters of 
the trade on the Red Sea, and ftri€ly conne&ed with the Sherriffe, 


and in a very particular manner with him, Metical Aga; that any 
* The crooked manner in which they hold thei k wh i ament ii 
- ned a = fear 3 ree fall forward, -perfe@l ‘ten paca 
of fpeaking with a fiff neck when you hold ; ere& like t 
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accident happening to me would be an infamy and difgrace to him, 
and worfe than death itfelf, becaufe, that knowing Michael’s 
power, and relying on his friendfhip, he had become fecurity for 
my fafety, after I arrived in his hands; that I was a man of con 
fideration in my own’ country, fervant to the king of it, who, 
though himfelf a Chriftian, governed his fubje&ts Muffulmen and 
Pagans, with the fame impartiality and-juftice as he did Chrif- 
tians. That all my defire was to examine {fprings and rivers, trees 
and flowers, and the ftars in the heavens, from which I drew 
knowledge very ufeful to preferve man’s health and life; that I 
was’ no merchant, and had no dealings whatever in any fort of 
mertcantile matters; and that I had no need of any man’s money, 
as he had told Mahomet Gibberti to provide for any call I might 
have in that country, and for which he would anfwer, let the fum 
be what it would, as he had the word of my countrymen to repay 
it, which he confidered better than the written fecurity of any 
other people in the world; &c. ra 
Upon reading this letter, Michael exclaimed, ‘ Metical -Aga 
does not know the fituation of this country. Safety | »where is 
that to be found? Iam obliged to fight for my own life every 
day.. Will Metical call this fafety ? Who knows at this moment, 
if the king is in fafety, or how long I fhall be fo? ~All I'can do 
is to keep him with me. If I lofe my own life, -and the king’s, 
Metical Aga can never think it was in my power to preferve that 
of his ftranger.”’ It was finally agreed, that the letters the Greeks 
had received fhould be read to the king; that the letters I had 
from Metical Aga to the Ras fhould be given to Mahomet Gib- 
berti, and that I fhould be introduced to’the King andthe Ras 
immediately after they were ready. On the 14th thefe letters 
_ Were to be all read ; five in the evening was fixed as the hour, and 
_ I came a'little before the time, and met Ayto Aylo [principal 
 -counfellor to the quéen,] at the door. He f{queezed me by the 
hand, and faid, “ Refufe nothing, it can be all altered afterwards ; 
_ but it is very neceflary, on account of the priefts and the popu- 
_ Jace, you have a place of fome authority, otherwife you will 
_ be robbed and murdered the firft time you go half a mile from 
homes gee 
_ +» We went in and faw the old man fitting upon a fofa; his white 
_ hair was dreffed in many fhort curls. He appeared to be thought- 
4 ful, but not difpleafed; his face was lean, his eyes quick and 
vivid, but feemed to be a little fore from expofure to the weather. 
_ He feemed to be about fix feet high, though his lamenefs made it 
_ difficult to*guefs with accuracy. His air was perfeftly free from 
: eonftraint; what the French call degagée. In face and perfon he 


: 
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was liker my learned and worthy friend, the Count de Buffon, 
_ than any two men I ever faw in the world. They muft have been 
bad phyfiognomifts that did not difcern his capacity and under- 
| Randing by his very countenance. Every look conveyed a fenti= 
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ment with it: he feemed to have no occafion for other language, 
and indeed he {poke little. I offered, as ufual, to kifs the ground 
before him: and of this he feemed to take little notice, ftretching 
out his hand and fhaking mine upon my rifing. ; 
I fat down with Aylo, three or four of the judges, the queen’s 
chamberlain, and other officers, one of whom whifpered fomething 
in his ear, and went out; which interruption prevented me from 
{peaking as 1 was prepared to do, or give him my prefent, which 
aman held behind me. He began gravely, ‘‘ Yagoube, I think 
that is your name, hear what I fay to you, and mark what I recom- 
mend to you. You area man, I am told, who make it your 
bufinefs to wander in the fields in fearch after trees and grafs im 
folitary places, and to fit up all night alone looking at the ftars of 
the heavens: Other countries are not like this, though this was 
never fo bad as it is now. Thefe wretches here are.enemies to 
ftrangers; if they faw you alone in your own parlour, their firit 
thought would be how to murder you; though they knew they 
were to get nothing by it, they would murder you for mere mil- 
chief. Ihave thought that fituation beft which leaves you at 
liberty to follow your own defigns, at the fame time that it puts 
your perfon in fafety; that you will not be troubled with manks 
about their religious matters, or in danger from thef® rafcals that 
may feek to murder you for money. Therefore the king has 
- appointed you “Baalomaal, [one of the gentlemen of the king's 
bed-chamber,] and to command the Koccob-horfe. Go then to 
the king, and kifs the ground upon your appointment. 1 fee you 
have already learned this ceremony of our’s; Ayloand Heikel are 
very proper perfons to go with you. The me expreffed his fur. 
we to me laft night he had not feen you ; there too is Tecla 
ariam, the king's fecretary, who came with your appointment 
from the palace to-day.” I then gave him a prefent, which he 
fcarce looked at, as a number of people were prefling in at the 
door from curiofity or bufinefs. ‘ 
I went afterwards to the king’s palace, and met Aylo and Heikel 
at.the door of the prefence-chamber. .Tecla Mariam walked be- 
fore us to the foot of the throne; after which I advanced and 
proftrated myfelf upon the ground. ‘ I have brought you a fer~ 
vant,” fays he to the king, “ from fo diftant a country, that if you 
ever let him efcape, we thall never be able to follow him, or know 
where to feek him.” This was faid facetioufly by an old familiar 
fervant ; but the king made no reply, as far as we could guefs, for 
his mouth was covered, nor did he thew alteration of coun. 
tenance. Five people were ftanding on each fide of the throne, 
all young men, three on his lett, and two on his right. One of 
thefe, the fon of Tecla Mariam, (afterwards my great friend) who 
_ food uppermoft on the left-hand, came up, and taking hold of 
me by the hand, placed me immediately above him; when 
I had no knife in my girdle, he pulled out his own and gave it te 
me, no pon being placed, I again kiffed the ground, 
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‘The king was in an alcove; the reft went out of fight from 
where the throne was, and fatdown, The ufual queftions now 
began about Jerufalem and the holy places—where my country 
was? which it was impoflible to defcribe, as they knew the fitua- 
tion of no country but their own—why I came fo far ?—whether 
the moon and the ftars, but efpecially the moon, was the fame in 
my country as in theirs?—and a great many fuch idle and tirefome. 
queftions. I had feveral times offered to take my prefent from 
the man who held it, that I might offer it to his Majefty and go 
away; but the king always made a fign to put it off, till, being 
tired with ftanding, I leaned againft the wall. Aylo was fait 
afleep, and Ayto Heikel and the Geeeks curfing their mafter in 
their heart for fpoiling the good fupper that Anthule his treafurer 
had prepared for us. This, as we afterwards found out, the king 
very well knew, and refolved to try our patience to the utmoft. 
At laft, Ayto Aylo flole away to bed, and every body elfe after 
him, except thofe who Aad accompanied me, who were ready to 
die with thirft, and drop down with wearinefs, It was agreed by 

- thofe that were out of fight, to fend Tecla Mariam to whifper in 
the king’s ear, that I had not been well, which he did, but no 
notice was taken of it. It was now paft ten o’clock, and he 
fhewed no inclination to go to bed. 

Hitherto, while there were ftrangers in the room, he had {poken. 

to us by an officer called Kal Hatze, the voice or word of the 
_ king; but now, when there were nine or ten of us, his menial 
. fervants, only prefent, he uncovered his face and mouth, and 
and fpoke himfelf, Sometimes it was about Jerufalem, fometimes 
about horfes, at other times about fhooting; again about the 
Indies ; how far I could look into the heavens with my telefcopes: 
and all thefe were deliberately and circumftantially repeated, if 
_ they were not pointedly anfwered, I was fcarcely ae to {peak a 
word, inwardly mourning the hardnefs of my lot in this my firft 
_ preferment, and fincerely praying it might be my laft promotion 
inthis court. At laft all the Greeks began to be impatient, and 
_ got out of the corner of the room behind the alcove, and ftood 
- ummediately before the throne. The king feemed to be aftonithed 
at feeing them, and told them he thought they had all been at 
home long ago. They faid, however, they would not go without 

me; which the king faid could not be, for one of the duties of . 

: my employment was to be charged with the door of his bed-cham- | 

~ ber that night. At laft Ayto Heikel, taking» courage, came for- 

_ ward to him, pretending a meffage from the queer, and whifpered 

_ him fomething in the ear, probably that the Ras would take it 
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ill, He then laughed, faid he thought we had fupped, and dif- 
muffed us, 


_. ° To be continued. 
; Mr. 


” ts 


[ 96 ] 
Ma FLETCHER’s LETTERS 
| To Mis PERRONET. . 
- ‘My dear Friend, Newington, April 21, 17776 


A- Thoufand thanks to you for your kind, comfortable lines. 
& The profpeé of going to fee Jefus and his glorified mem- 
bers, and among them your dear departed brother, ny now ever- 
hiving friend :—this {weet profpe& 1s enough to make me quietly 
and joyfully fubmit, to leave all my Shoreham friends, and all 
the excellent ones of the earth. But why do I talk of leaving 
_ any of Chrift’s members, by going to be more intimately united 
to the head ? 
‘© We all are one,-who him receive, 
And each with each agree ; 
In him the Ong, the TRUTH we live, 
Bleft Point of unity!” 


_ A Point this, which fills heaven and earth ;—which runs through 
time and eternity. What an immenfe point! In it ficknefs is loft 
in health, and death in life.. There let us ever meet. There to 
liveis Chrift, and to die is gain, >t 

I.cannot tell you how much I am obliged to your dear brother, 
for all his kind, brotherly attendance as a phyfician. He ha 
given me his time, his long walks, his remedies: he has brought 
me Dr. Turner feveral times, and will not fo much as allow me 
to reimburfe his expences. Help me to thank him for all his prox 
fufion of love, for I cannot fufficiently do it myfelf. My dut 
to your father: Ithrow myfelf in fpirit at his feet, and afk his 
blefling, and an intereft in his prayers. Tell him, that the Lord 
is gracious to me; does not fuffer the Enemy to difturb my peace 
_and gives me, in profpeét, the viétory over death. Thanks be 
God, who giveth us this great vitory, through our Lord Jefus 

Chrift! Abfolute refignation to the divine will baffles'a thoufand 
temptations, and confidence in our Saviour carries us, fweetly 
through a thoufand trials. God fill us abundantly with both! 

‘Thank dear Mrs. Biffaker for all her love to my dear departed 
friend; and may our kindred fpirits drink deeper into God till 
they are filled with all the fulnefs, which our enlarged fouls can 
admit. Nor let your niece, to whom I fend my thanks, keep 
aloof. Let us all tend to our original centre; and experience 
that lite and death ‘are ours, beat the Prince of Life who is 
our Refurreftion and Life, has overcome fin, death, and 
grave, for you, and for your obliged, unworthy brother, 
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To Mr. and Mrs, GREENWOOD. 

Briflington, May 28, 1777, 
VM very dear Friends, and Benefaétors, Charles and Mary 
AVA. Greenwood.---My prayers hall always be, that the mer- 
ciful may find mercy, and that the great kindnefs, I have found 
under your quiet roof, may be fhewed you every where under the 
_€avopy of heaven. I think with grateful joy, on the days. of 
¢alm retreat I have been bleffed with at Newington, and lament 
My not having improved better the opportunity of fitting, like 
ery, at the feet of my great Phyfician. May he requite your 
Kind care toa dying worm, by abundantly caring for you and 
yours, and making all your bed in your ficknefs! May you enjoy 
full health! May you hunger-and thirft after righteoufnels, both 
that of Chrift, and that of the Holy Spirit, and be abundantly 
filled therewith! May his rod and ftaff comfort you under all the 
troubles of life, the decays of the body; the affaults of the enemy, 
and the pangs of death! May the reviving cordials of the Word 
of Truth be ever within the reach of your faith, and may your 
eager faith make a ready and conftant ufe of them; efpecially, 
when faintings come upon you, and your hands begin to hang 
down! May you ftand in the clefts of the rock of ages, and there 
be fafely fheltered, when all the ftorms of juttice thal] fall around ! 
May you have always fuch temporal and fpiritual helps, friends, 

and comforts, as I have found in your pleafing retreat! 

You have received a poor Lazarus, though his fores were not 
yifible. You have had compaflion, like the good Samaritan : you 
have admitted me to the enjoyment of your beft things; and he, 

that did not deferve to have the dogs to lick his fores, has always 
S ae the members of Jefus ready to. preyent, to remoyé, or to 
bear his burdens. And now, what fhal] I fay ? What but, Thanks 
be to God for his up/peokable gift! and thanks be to m dear 
friends for all their favours ! They will, I truft, be found faith. 


fully recorded in my breaft, when the great Rewarder of thofe, © 


who diligently feck him, will render to every man according to his 
_ works. Then hall a raifed Lazarus appear in the gate, to teftify 
of the love of Charles and Mary Greenwood, and of their godly 
3 er, : : { 
; ue thought myfelf a little better Ja& Sunda ; but I have fince 
{pit more blood than I had done for weeks before. Glory be to 
: God, for every providence! His will he done in me, by health 
or ficknefs, by life or death! All from him is, and, I truft, will 
_ always be welcome to your obliged penfioner, Jj. &. 


ay To Mr, and Mrs. GREENWOOD. 

. : 17779 
_ © PEN thonvfand bleffings li ht upon the heads and hearts of my 
Bk dear benefattors, Charles and Mary Greenwood !- May their 


- quiet retreat at Newington become a Bethel to them! May their 
7 ee offspring 


98 fy, re SB teed 
offspring be born again there! And may the choiceft confolations 
of the Spirit vifit their minds, whenever they retire thither from 
the bufy city! Their poor penfioner travels on, though flowly, 
towards the grave. His journey to the fea feems to him to have 
haftened, rather than retarded, his progrefs to his old mother, 
Earth. May every providential blaft blow him nearer to the hea- 
venly haven of his Saviour’s breaft; where, he hopes, one day, 
to meet all his benefa€tors, and among them, thofe whom he now 
addreffes. © my dear friends, what fhall I render? What to 
Jefus? Whatto you? May He, who invites the heavy laden, 
take upon him all the burdens of kindnefs you have heaped on 
your Lazarus! And may angels, when you die, find me in Abra- 
ham’s bofom, and’ bring you into mzne, that, by all the kindnefs, 
which may be fhewn in heaven, I may tryto requite that which 


you have {hewn to your obliged brother, J. F, 
| To. Mrs: T HORN TON. 
My very dear Friend, Briflington, ——, 1777. 


Shall not attempt to exprefs my gratitude.to you, forall your 
charitable care of a‘poor fickly worm. As we fay, that filence’ 
{peaks often beft the praifes of our great Benefattor, fo F muft _ 
fay here. I hope thefe lines will find you leaving the things that 
are behind, and prefling forward toward the mark,—the prize of 
our ‘high calling on earth. In heaven we are called to be filled 
with all we can hold of the glortous fulne/s of God, and what 
that is, we know not, but we’ fhall know, if we follow on to 
know the Lord. But here alfo, we are called to be filled with all 
the fulnefs of God. God is love, you know; to be filled with 
all his fulnefs is, then, to be filled with love. O may that love — 
be fhed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit given to us, and 
~ abiding in us! J ftill look for that ineffable fulneis; and 1 beg, if 
you have not yet attained it, you would let nothing damp your 
liope, and flack your purfuit, 
~ Iam going to do by my poor fifter, what you have done by me; 
~-\] mean, try to {mooth the road of ficknefs to the chamber of 
death. Gratitude and blood call me to it :---you have done it 
without fuch calls; your brotherly kindnefs is freer than mine; 
but not fo free as the Love of Jefus, who took upon him our 
nature, that he might bear our infirmities, die our death, and make 
over to us his refurreétion and his life, after all we had done ta 
render life hateful and death horrible to him. ©! for this match- 
lefs Love! let rocks and hills, let hearts and tongues break an’ 
ungrateful filence ; and let your chriftian mufe find new anthems, 
and your poetic heart new flights of eloquence’and thankfulnefs. 
"You partly owe ‘me, by promife, a piece of poetry on joy in 
redeeming and fanéitying Love. May the {pirit alepiaile aft 
you mightily in the noble work! Maintain the ‘frame of poetic 
: | | Ghyihiag > 
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chriftian joy, by ufing all your talents of grace and nature, to 
embrace and fhew forth his goodnels. 

I hall be glad to hear from you in Switzerland, and fhall doubly 
Tejoice, if you can fend me word, that fhe, who is joined to the 

ord according to the glory of the new covenant, is one fpirit 
with him, and enjoys all’ the Glorious liberty of the children of 
God! The God of peace bewith you alli! I am, My dear 
Friend, &c. Fare 
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_ [The neceflity of exerting the Power-To BELIEVE, in order 


to receive the divine Bleffings. ] 
A LETTER from Mr. M. to Mr. P. 
My dear Brother, Sheffield, Jan. 26, 1786. 


Am greatly obliged to you for the freedom you have ufed, in 

laying open all your mind concerning the hinderances of thofe 
Souls who are earneftly feeking the Lord, but do not find him. 
It is my opinion, that if we make the caufe of delay to reft with 
God, we cannot make his condu& to agree with his word; fince 
he has faid, “* Behold, now is the accepted time: Behold, now is 
the Day of Salvation.” We muft then find foe other way to 
account for it, unlefs we leave it as it is, and this we ought not 
to do, for many reafons. We will Mee the cafe which - ioe 
defcribe,--- A perfon deeply fenfible of his want of a ble ing, 
** feeing it freely offered, athrift for it, yea, feeking it with the 
“‘ whole Heart, willing to receive it in God’s own way, on his. 
** own terms; yet not made a partaker of it.”-..“* The hinderance, 


~ fay, is unbelief. The power to believe is granted, but not 
= 2mp 


roved.” But the queftion is, How does unbelief operate in 
fuch ? I think fimply thus, in not fuppofing Faith to be an aétive 
thing, but conceiving it to be merely paflive. They reft ina 


_ paffive expe@tation that the blefling is to be conferred, and: are 


looking inwardly to feel fome of the real, or fuppofed effeéts, of 


_ its being communicated, without exerting any power to lay hold 


upon and bring home to themfelves the cau/e of thefe effelts. 


_ And thefe expefted effe&s not being found, they begin to reafon 


- andcaft about to finda caufe why the divine confolation is withheld. 
_ Perfons in this fituation foon find a variety ; and on thefe, or fome 


one of them (perhaps, zt 2s not God’s itme) fixes; and fo give 


ever the agony of ftruggle, fatisfied that when it is God’s time, 


_ the Bleffing fhall be given; never once fuppofing themfelves to 
blame for not ftretching out the withered hand, or not touching 
_ the border of that Garment they had laboured to get fo nigh unto. 
_ The fuppofition that it isnot God's time, hinders examination on 
_ the one hand, and felf-accufation on the other; and if not pre- 


_ vented fpeedily, will bring a liftleffnefs upon the foul, that will 


occafion 
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occafion af indifferéncy, if not a ftupidity : for this kind of teas 
foning is to the Soul as Opiatés are to the Body. ‘Hence fo many 
who were once on full ftretch for Pardon or Holinefs, are ow 
at eafe i Zion, without having obtained the obje&t of their pur- 
fuit. ‘The more you confidér this, the more you will perceive 
that this confequence will be unavoidable in fuch Cafes; and yet 
itis no lefs dangerous. Theré may be, and no doubt are, many 
inftances of the Lord’s dealing with perfons in this cafe, as-he 
dealt with Thomas. The general tenor of the Scriptures reprefent 
Faith as an aétive thing ; an eye that fees, a foot that draws nigh, 
and a hand that lays hold upon’ a promifed Good. I cannot at 
prefent fee, how Faith can be the inflrument of our acceptance 
on the one hand, and the Caufe of our condemnation on the 
other, if an all-gracious God withholds the power to exercife 
it from any, but efpecially from fuch as you defcribe. Iam, &c. 
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A LETTER from Mr. FLETCHER, to Mrs: HUGHES. 
My dear Friend, Madeley, Auguft 20, 1766, 


J HAVE juft tine to thank you for the kind Letter I had fome 

. time ago from you; I was éxceeding glad to find by it, that 
your heart is ftill in the ways of the Lord, and that you do not 
draw back into the paths of vanity. May the God of all ie 
keep and ftrengthen you day by day. Life is going; my 
friend, make the beft of it, by going with your thoughts, will; 
and affeétions after the Lord Jefus Chrift, the friend of finners ' 
and bridegroom of fouls: If you have feldom an opportunity to 
héar the word, read it the oftener at home, arid ufe private prayer _ 
with the more diligence. Many of our friends here draw , back, 
and go to the World, under the found of the Gofpel. QO my 
friend, ftay you in the narrow path, and fhame them. Tempta- 
tions you muft expe& both from within and without, and efpeci« 
ally from your own backward heart; but be of good cheer, Jefus 
hath overcome all for us: Believe firmly, that he hath bought 
you, a loft finner, with his heart's blood ; love him ferveritly for 
it, and obey him gladly. Ibeg you would accept of the two 
pamphlets, as atoken of my kind love to you. Remember mie¢ 
in your prayers, and the God of all peate be with you, and blefs 
you, in foul, body, and circumftances. D. W. and all friends, 
falute you in the Lord, and fhould be glad to feé you, -as well as 
your unworthy friend in the Lord,, a a, ee, eet 


__. The preceding Letter from Mr. Fletcher to Mrs. Hughes, pk his parithe 
fonets, who was then abfent, has not beeh publifhed in the collection’of Lenets: 
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7 e Su, ‘WONT CE 1n tHE LORD. 

Why art thou caft d O my foul? and why art thon dif. 
quieted within me ? pe in Gop: for I fhall yet praife him, 
who is the health of my countenance, and my Gop. 

PSALM XLII. 5. 


Ww droops the head, why languifhes the eye? 
What means the flowing tear, and frequent figh? 
Where are the lenient med’cines, to impart 
Ny Their balmy virtues to a bleeding heart ? 
Fruitlefs are all attempts of kind relief 
To mix my cordial, and allay my grief ; 
‘ So ftrong my anguifh, fo fecure my pain, 
Weak is philofophy, and reafon vain; 
Their rules like fuel make my paffions glow, 
Quicken each pang, and point the fling of woe; 
Imagination labours but in vain, 
While darkening clouds intoxicate the brain ; 
Fancy no {weet ideas can fuggeft 
To lull the raging tumults in my breaft ; 
In vain does miith invite, or friendhhip call, 
Wit dies a jeft, and converfations pall ; 
The works of art and nature dull appear, 
And each corroding thought creates defpair, 
No fcenes amufe me, which amus’d before, 
And what delighted once---delights no more. 
Tho’ all creation beautiful appears, 
And nature’s afpe& a rich verdure wears, 
Yet ftill her bloom with fickening eyes I fee, 
/ And all her luxury is loft on me. 
-. The budding plants of variegated hue, 
The bloffoms opening with the morning dew, 
The vernal breeze, that gently fans the bowers, 
The fmiling meadows and enlivening fhowers, 
The enamel’d-garden where the works of art 
Give ftrength to nature, and frefh charms impart, 
Where gaudy pinks and blufhing rofes bloom, 
Rich in array and fragrant with Ye 
Where Flora fmiling fees her offspring vie, 
To fpread their beauties and regale the eye ; 
All, allin vain, with charms united glows 
To deck the fcene or gild the face of woe! 
So when the morning lark afcending fings, 
While joy attunes her voice and mounts her wings, 
Tho’ to her cheartul notes the hills reply, 
And warbling mufic gladdens all the fky, 
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Still in her ftrains.no pleafing charms I find, _ 
No {weet inchantment tocompofe my mind. ss 
In vain the Sun his gaudy pride difplays, > ay 
_ No genial warmth attends his brighter rays: 
_Or when his abfent light the Moon fupplies, . 
And Planets glitter to enrich the fkies ; 
‘No gleam of comfort from their luftre flows, 
No harbinger of peace or calm repofe; __ 
But gloomy vapouts o’er the night prevail, 
And peftilence is {pread on every gale. 
Ttus wéaken’d by a gradual decay, 
In fighs I pafs the melancholy day, , . ; 
And drink life’s bitter dranght without allay. 
But ftop, rafh Man, thy plaintive ftrains fupprefs, 
With chriftian patience learn to acquiefce, 
The inftruive voice of reafon calmly hear, 
And let Religion check the flowing tear * 
Whate’er the Will of Providence afligns, 
*Tis infidelity aloné repines, . 
But thofe who truft in Gon difdain to grieve, , 
And what our Father fends with joy receive, 
Whofe fharp‘correftions teftify his love, 
And certain bleffings in the end will prove, 
Who fees how. Man would err without controul, 
Affli€s the body to improve the foul, 
And by chaftifing part preferves the whole. — 
So.that tho’ lowring fkies and threatening gales, 
Should raife a mighty ftorm and rend the fails, 
Yet if calm reafon at the helm prefide, 
My little bark fhall ftem both wind and tide; 
An adverfe current fhall at laft convey, 
. This fhatter’d veffel to the Realms of Day. 
Thus fatisfied how rafh it is for man, 
When under God’s correétion to complain, 
My foul with fad di{quietudes oppreft, a4 
Direéts her fighe to Heaven in fearch of reft, A ON 
And refuge takes, which peace at laft will bring’ Shhh 
Beneath the fhadow of the’ Almighty’s wing: © ig 
On him I fix my mind and place my truft, ee 
A Being infinitely wifeand juft: 
And if his Providence fome beams éreate - 3 
To brighten the complexion of my fate, © * =» 
My thankful tribute to his Throne I’ll raife, for 
In fongs of gratitude, and joy, and praife: 
But fhould indulgence {uit not his defigns, 
Who evil into happinefs refines, Te u 
Let due {ubmiffion make my burden light, 9 
And may I think whatever is,---is right) 9) 0 
ij 


‘Then 
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Then be not tho u difquieted my ‘foul, 
4 _ Have lively fath a faith weil make thee whole. 
~ -—~*When Heaven affli&s, with calmnefs bear the firoke, 
Since to repine is only to provoke ; 
Learn to adore the being of thy God, 
And kifs the facred hand that holds the rod, 
That facred hand which-firft the heart explores, 
Probes every wound and fearches all its fores ; . 
Then the right med’cine properly applies, 
To cleanfe the part where all the’ infeétion lies. 
‘y Hear this, thon coward, man, don’t dread the {mart, 
Which tho’ it flings will purify the heart ; 
For refignation will promote the cure, 
And tho’ the means are tharp, the end is fure. 
Since then aflli€tions are thro’ mercy fent 
To be of good the happy inftrument,. 
Since for the nobleft end they are defign’d, 
To form the judgment and improve the mind,. a 
To curb our paffions, to dire& our love, 
To awe mankjnd,---fo fpeak a Gop above; 
O may I view them with religious eye, 
Without a murmur, and without reply ! 
‘ Hence fhall I tafte the fweets that evils bring, 
And fuck the honey while I feel the fting ; 
Hence fhall I learn the bitter cup to blefs, 
And drink it as a draught of happinefs, 
A wholefome portion, which, tho’ mixed with gall, 
May ftill preferve my life, my foul, my all, 
So tho’ the promis’d fruit thould fail the vine, 
The fig-tree ficken and its bloom decline, 
The labours of the*olive prove in vain, 
And flocks infeéted perith on the plain, 
The corn and oil and wine, at once decreafe, 
The fields grow barren, and the harveft ceafe, — 
. Tho’ baffled hinds their fruitlefs toil deplore, 
And vales eee and fing no more, 
Yet fill with gladnefs would I ferve the Lord, | 
Adore his wifdom, and obey his word. «« 
Hear then, O Gop! regard a fuppliant’s prayer, 
A. Sooth all my pangs, and foften my defpair : 
: Illuminate my foul with gladfome rays, - 
: And tune my voice to thy eternal praife; hi 
Difpel the clouds of darknefs from my eyes, . 
; And Jet me know, that to be good,---is wife, 
; Let cbriftian precepts all my foul employ, 
_ And be not more my duty than my joys» 
; 


> ** 


Let confcience, void of art, and free from guile, aor 
_ © Sull in my bofom innocently fmile; 9 a 
ee. oe : Her 
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Her chearful beams fhall gild the gloom of fate, — 
And make me happy in whatever flate. 
Hence fhall I learn my tribute to improve, 

If poor---by patience, and if rich---by love: 

If fortune fmile, let me be virtue’s friend, 

And where I go let charity attend ; 

Within my bofom let compaffion dwell, 

To foften all the woes that others feel ; 

To affuage by kind relief affli€ting fighs, 

And wipe the falling tear from widow’s eyes, 

To feed the hungry, the diftrefs’d to chear, 

The needy fuccour and the feeble rear. 

Hence fhall my mind, enflam’d by public good, 
Unthaken. ftand in midft of plenty’s flood; 
Hence fhall I {corn temptation’s gilded bait, 
‘Look with difdain upon the pomp of ftate, ; 

mein by bumility be truly great. 

But if it be thy bleffed Will to fpread 

Clouds of thick -darknefs low’ring o’er my head ; 
Let me have Grace to know in my diftrefs, 

I ftill to Thee may have a free accefs, - 

And be an heir, tho’ all the world fhould frown, 
Of heav’nly Glory and a future Crown. 

From thefe refle€lions true contentment flows, 
Contentment fuch as grandeur feldom knows. 
Hence in the lowly cot @relifh fprings, 

Above the tafle of courts, or pride of Kings. —. 
Thus in the flood of wealth be Thou my Guide, 
And fieer my courfe ’twixt avarice and pride: 
Or in the ebb of fortune teach my mind 

To know its duties, and to be refign’d : 

Prepare me to receive the good or ill, 

As the refult of thy Almighty. Will ; : 
Thy Will, whofe chief delight and general plan 
Is to promote the happinefs of man. 

Be every fenfual appetite fupprefs’d, _ 

Nor the leaft taint lie lurking in my breait ; 
Let fleady reafon my affeétions guide, = 
And calm content fit fmiling by my fide ; 
Teach me with {corn to view the things below, 
As gaudy phantoms and as empty fhow ; 

But fix my mind upon the things above, 

As the fole obje& of a chriftian’s love; 
Make me refleét on an eternal home, 

A dying Saviour, and a world to come! 
Direé& me Vistue’s happy courfe torun, ¢ 


*, 


_ And let me be infiruéted by thy Son, 
‘In every ftation fay, Tuy Wii ag pons! 
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A SHORT ACCOUNT 
Of the Experience of Mr. Wini1amM Aver. 


I WAS born at Tregony in Cornwall, in December, 1767. 
When I was about three_or four years old, my parents became 
ferious; fo that having vantage of their example and inftruc- 
tions, I entertained a regard for perfons of a religious charaéter, 
and an averfion to vice and wickednefs. During my childhood, 
I was frequently induced by the preventing grace of God, to leave 
my companions, and in fecret to pray for pardon for what I had 
done amifs. Often at the approach of evening, I was terrified 
with thoughts concerning Death and Hell, and the wicked one. - 
But thefe diftrefling thoughts left me as I grew up, and even good 
impreffions in a great meafure wore off, though at certain times I 
felt ftrong defires to know and ferve the Lord, that I might go 
to heaven; and I was always much afraid of Death and Judg- 

“ment, py %: : B. 

In the 19th year of my age, while meditating one night on 2 
fermon I had juft heard from Mr. Myles, my con{cience condemned 
me for not living as I ought to have done, and I formed a refolu- 
tion to lead a new life. But not uling fe Grace which the Lord 
then. gave me, and particularly neglecting prayer, I loft my good 
defires and gracious determination, in two or three days. About 
a fortnight after the Lord mercifully vifited me again; I now faw 
the neceflity of prayer, and began to feek the Lord morning and 
evening. Although I was confcious of the need of a rel = 
tion, yet at that time I did not fee the importance of an inward 
change. Ina few days I found it expedient to retire many times 
jn a day for fecret devotion; and having opportunity of conver= 
fing with perfons who were trul devoted to the fervice of God, 

I was foon made fenfible that I was a fallen, guilty creature, and 
that there were no happinefs for me, either in this world or the 

next, unlefs I obtained from God, the forgivenefs of my fins, 
and the renewing and fanétifying influences of his holy Spirit. 

When I firft obtained this important difcovery, I was greatly afto- 

nifhed that I had never feen thefe things before: And now the 


adverfary of fouls began to affault me with manifold temptations ; 


- fometimes fuggefling that it was foon enough to turn to the Lord 5 
| that if I a a Methodift I fhould be deprived of all my plea= 
ures, 
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fures, and lofe the friendfhip of fuch and fuch perfons. The 
enemy infinuated, that it was better to defer being religious till I 
was farther advanced in life, and then I fhould mot have thefe 
difficulties to encounter. The conteft was fometimes fharp 
and long, and I was frequently on the point of yielding to the 
enemy; but the Lord gracioufly interpofed and enabled me to 
refift the temptations. 
Th the month of May I joined the Society, and fet out im good 
earnelt to feek the Lord, being fully refolved to give him my 
heart, and to live and die in his fervice. I was drawn by love, 
and enlightened to fee the propriety of living to God ; being truly 
fenfible that this was the only way to real happinefs. In Noveme 
ber following, for the fpace of a week, I felt my mind burdened 
more than ufual, and my foul ardently longed tor the enjoyment 
of God. On the Saturday after, my diftrefs increafed, and at 
night when I bowed my knees before the Lord, my full heart 
could only vent itfelf in fighs and groans. In a litle time the 
Lord fhed his Love abroad in my heart, and I was inftantly filled 
with peace and joy. O how precious was Jefus to my foul! 
The fatisfaGion I fale was unfpeakable. When I arofe on Sunday 
morning, I retained my peace and confidence. But the fubtle 
enemy prevailed with me to enter into reafonings with him, and 
negleéting to look unto the Lord in the hour of temptation, I loft 
my confidence. It was upwards of two years before I regained 
the light of God’s countenance in a clear and fatisfa€tory manner; 
this unfpeakable mercy was reftored to me one time»while I wit 
engaged in earneft {upplication; the Lord manifefted his Love to 
my foul in an abundant meafure, and filled me again with peace 
and joy, through faith in Chrift Jefus. 
From that time, the work of falvation has been increafing in 
~ my foul, and I hope 1 make fome progrefs in the divine life. I 
am perfuaded that holinefs is my privilege, and I feel ftrong defires 


to attain unto a full conformity to the whole will of God.—— 
When Lit began to give a word of exhortation to the people, 


as about Chriftmas, 1787,) it was from a perfuafi 
the Lond baa called me to this dt neverthelefs, sea wonteiaeh 
nefs of my inability for fuch a work, involved me,in difcourag- 
ing reafonings and fears. After Thad {poken once, I felt no great 
inclination to proceed, but-was prevailed upon by the intreaties of 
friends to make a further trial. One evening I attempted to give 
an exhortation at Tregony, but was greatly exittiarraifed ; which fo 
diftrelfed me that I was ready to give up all thoughts of fpeaking 
in public. While I was reafoning in my mind, and almoft re- 
folved for the future to be filent, the following paffage of Scrip-: 
ture occurred, ‘ Take the unprofitable fervant, and caft him into. 
outer-darknefs.” J felt in all the powers of my foul the weight 
of this reproof, and at length confented to take up my crofs and 
follow the leadings -of Providence, and the Lord inflantly deli- 
vered me from the diitrels under which I laboured, ' Some time: 


alter 
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after I ventured to take a text, and found great freedom; there 
was likewife fome good done. Mr. Moon, the affiftant of our 
circuit, inferted me in the local preachers plan, where I continued 
two years ; and then I was appointed an itinerant preacher in Bath 
circuit. Since I have travelled, the Lord has been pleafed to blefs 
my labours to the conviétion and converfion of fome finners, and 
to give me an internal evidence that ] aét in that ftation he would 
have me: My defire is at prefent, to {pend and be {pent in his 
fervice. 

S:. Auftle, July 14, 1794. 

PBA LDL LD ILD I LID I IDI EF 

Mr. MATHER’s fecond Difcourfe on CHRisTIAN PERFECTION. 


Having thefe Promifes, dearly beloved, let us cleanfe ourfelves 
from all filthinefs of the flefh and fpirit, perfe&ting holinefs in 
the fear of Gop. 2 Cor. vii. 1. . 

1M the foregoing Difcourfe I have endeavoured to confider the 

three firft propofitions deduced from the text, viz. 1. By 
pomting out the Apoftle’s defign in the advice given, even our 
olinefs : 2. The means we are to ufe in order to a fpeedy attain- 
ment of this important end, which is fo earneflly defired by all 
real believers: 3. The Argument employed by St, Paul, both to 
enforce the Duty, and encourage thofe who are engaged in the 
execution of it, againft the difficulties which may arife in their 
way: I fhall now, in this fubfequent Difcourfe, endeavour to 
make fome application of the whole. : 
This I fhall do, 1. By advifing all to examine themfelves, 
whether they be of the number of thofe, to whom the advice in 
the text is given, viz. Believers. odly. By intreating fuch to 
~ know their calling, or, in other words, the privileges to which it 

_ entitles them : to be holy: to perfeétholinefs. gdly. Endeavour- 

” ing to fhew why fo few attain, or fo much as ever aim at attaining 

- this hope of their calling. 4thly. By attempting to prefs all be- 

_fievers, not to ftop fhort of it : but to go on to perfeétion, Laftly, 

To encourage all who are mrad this, to perfevere; yea, to expect. 
the bleffing zow, by faith in Chrift Jefus. 


WILLIAM AVER. 


1ft. Then, I advife all to examine themfelves, whether they be » 


_ of the number of thofe to whom the advice in the text is given. 
_ This I think effentially neceffary on all occafions; but particularly 
_ when any Chriftian duty is enjoined, or Chriftian privilege de- 
clared. 1. Becaufe, as the privilege can belong to none but truc 
believers, fo none but fuch are qualified for the performance of 
the duty. For inftance, it is the privilege of the Believer to in- 
~ herit all inand with Chrift; and, as fuch, to love him, and keep 


his commandments. 


_ the ites who yet rH ee lges ae doing the ae 
even while they own it fhould be done: they ily to a variety ox 
pf “ = i Ea ae fublerfuges, 


esa < 


=P oe +n es <2 


But how many are there, who lay claim to _ 


‘eg 


i 


_** we are poor helplefs creatures; in us 


is in another : that it is not of 
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fubterfuges, greatly depreciating the pure Gofpel of Chrift, to fecure 
if poffible, their right to the privilege, with an exemption from 

erforming the duty. 2. I judge ¢hzs the more requifite, becaufe 
without ¢hzs diftinétion, the ftandard of Chriftian duty is loft, and 
no proper difference is kept up between the Penitent’s (did I fay ?) 
no, nor eyen between the Formalift’s and the Believer’s duty and 
privileges. Without this, they are alike common to all, who on 
flight grounds gain the name of /erzous perfons! Oh! what trifling 
with immortal fouls. * Serious perfons!’” Who are they? Per- 
haps one might define their charaéter in general, and fay, “a feri- 
ous perfon is one who is not in jeft, but really means what he 
{peaks : who is hearty in what he profeffes, and in earneft about 
what he does: determined to pufh his point as far as it can, or 
will go:” If this be ferioufnefs, are all thofe who obtain this ap- 
pellation really fo? Are they all heartily engaged for God? and 
determined to pufh their point in religious matters as far as they 
can? as it will go? 

Who that fees the tenor of their behaviour can have charity 
enough to think fo? their general levity of {pirit? trifling, not to 
fay, vain converfation? there want of relifh for, and backward- 
nefs, not merely to introduce, but even to feeond, or any way to 
aid religious converfation in companies where they are providen- 
tially caft: their readinefs to pufh it out, by bringing in fomething 
elfe? their general conformity to the fpirit, cuftoms, and manners 
of the world, as far as thefe can be carried ? added to thefe, their | 


backwardnefs to private prayer; their negleé of it, and even of 
family prayer? 


On this view of things, who can account fuch perfons ferious ? 
And one would wonder how they even proceeded as far as this: 
unlefs a {mall degree of knowledge of fpiritual things, or of Gofpel 
light, (as it is called in our day,) was fubftituted for the true {pirit 
of bondage; a very partial reformation for true regeneration; and 
fo the form, or rather a part of the form of godlinefs, put in the 
place of the power! 

: However, it matters not how they obtained their title; they are 
judged ferious perfons, and, as fuch, led to fuppofe themfelves | 
interefted in Chrift, and entitled to all the privileges of the \peo le 
of God. But, when put to the trial, they are utterly incapal le 
of doing any of the real {piritual duties of the relation which 
they in vain pretend to. To love their enemies, blefs their perfe- 
cutors, do good to thofe that hate them, and to maintain piritual 
converle with God, are things quite out of their way. te fay 
dwelleth no good thing ; 
when we would do good, evil is prefent with us. The good we 
would, we donot ; and the evil we would not, that we doz It is 
well for us that falvation is by Grace: that all our righteoufnefs 


i era's works, but by Grace we are fav. d, 
&e. &e, 4 Thus the form of godlinefs is o ee oo ‘lie aa 
it ; and the above-mentioned diftinEtion is lot: the way of keine 
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evil-fpoken of; and the real ftandard of felf-examination, " whe« 
ther Chrift be in you,” is thrown down, and trodden under foot : 
and they, who would repair and raife it, traduced as “ legalifts. tru{t. 
ing in themfelves, depending upon their frames and feellfics ETH 
they produced fome firange heretical do€trine, becaufe after 
Chrift, they urge, “The kingdom of God is within you,” con- 
fifting faith St Paul, of “ righieoufnefs, peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghoft ;” which whofoever bath, muft feel. Therefore the 
fame Apoftle makes his appeal, * Know ye not your ownfelves, 
that Chrift is in you, except ye be reprobates,” 1. €. unapproved 
of God! 

Hence, my advice is the more neceffary for all who would not 
deceive their own fouls, any more than give occafion to the ene- 
mies of God to fay, “* Alas! where is now their God! We fee 
no d fference!”” No, it is impoffible that this difference fhould be 

erceived in the unregenerate. How can the corrupt tree bring 
Forth the good fruit of a Chriflian life? Let the tree be made good 
by regeneration, and then ¢haé fruit will appear, but not other- 
wile, though all the art of man be engaged to produce it. There- 
fore it is va Chrift fo ftrongly infifts upon conyerfion, “ Except 
ye be converted, ye cannot enter into the Kingdom of God!” 
and upon regeneration, “ Except a man (every man) be born 
again, he fhall not /ee the kingdom of God!” And none but 
thofe who believe, are, or can be, born of God. Therefore I 
advife you to fee to it, that you be believers: that you be really 
united to Chrift by living faith; truly ingrafted into him by be- 
lieving. So thail ye bring forth fruit unto God; unto holinefs ; 
and become proper fubje€ts for the work in my text: of the num- 
ber ot thofe to whom I may with propriety addrefs my 

- 2d. Point, by intreating you, as believers, to know your calling, 
and the privileges, to which it entitles you; viz. To be holy; to 
perfeét holinefs. | 
- That this is your calling, dearly beloved, is clear, 1. From all 
the diffuafives (if I may fo {peak) afed in the Bible. 2. From 
all the per/uafives, or exhortations, in the fame bleffed ‘book: To 


_ which I muff add, thofe of good and holy men in every age, from 


r 


me oe ee? eg ee, ae 


the beginning of the world to this prefent day. And you will 


_ forgive me, if I here for once attempt to magnify my office to you 


for whom this little plain labour is chiefly defigned.. You, my 
brethren, the Methodifts of every defcription. And, to fay the 
truth, fcarcely ever was ‘more labour and pains beftowed upon any 
people, than by eurlate worthy and ever to be remembered Friend 
and Father in Chrift, upon you, to make you fee you were indeed 
called to bea holy people, im all manner of converfation and god- 


_ linefs. Oh! what pains, what labour did ‘he beftow, from the 


“ 


; 


Ipit and the prefs, in public’and in private, to make you a holy 
ee : 0 perfeét you a holinefs. How did he travel as in the 
firth for you, that Chrift might thus be formed in you! ee he 
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might prefent you without fpot and blamelefs, before Him at his 
appearing ! es 
And what can any one fay unto you, to demonftrate that this 36 
our calling, the privilege, the great, the glorious Gofpel privi- 
level to which you are entitled as believers in Chrift, which he 
has not faid, who being dead yet fpeaketh unto you, by his living, 
his dying labours. To them I refer you. To regard them, I 
charge you, for Chrift’s fake, and for your own fouls’ fake. As 
you will meet him before the Judge of quick and dead, fee that 
ye be holy: that you perfe& holinefs: that you ftop not fhort of 
that perfeétion in holinefs, which he has fet fo clearly before you, 
in his fermons and other works above referred to, all which were 
compiled and publifhed for your fake’s. . 
O my Brethren, my companions (fome of you for more than 
forty years, as fellow-members of the fame defpifed Society ; 
others for nearly the fame time in an itinerant capacity): for us 
was his mouth thus opened, his heart fo enlarged! We were in- 
deed not ftraitened in him, and fhall we be fo in our own bowels ? 
God forbid! No; fora recompenfe of the fame {pirit, let our 
mouths be opened, and our hearts enlarged : that we may declare, 
and with all our powers enforce the fame bleffed privilege upon 
all to whom God fends us; and let us never be afhamed of this 
part of the Gofpel of Chrift, but may our hearts be fo enlarged 
after it, that we may feelingly fing, 


** Our fouls break out in flrong defire 
This perfe& blifs to prove ; 
Our longing fouls are all on fire 
To be diffolv’d in love.” 


So fhall the Lord whom we fo feek, fuddenly come to his tem- 
ple; and enable us to fay boldly of this alfo, “* The things we 
have feen, the things we have heard, and that our hands have 
handled of. this word of life, declare we unto you, that your fel-_ 
lowfhip herein may be with us, (who are fo renewed through 
Grace in the image of Him who created us) whofe fellowfhip is. 
[uninterrupted] with the Father and the Son ; ” thus my very dear 
friends and beloved brethren, fhall we indeed be the falt of the 
earth, and the light of the world, while we are in it; and we 
fhall be bis crown of rejoicing, (who led us this way,) on that _ 
blefled day, when we fhall greet each other on the happy fhore, ~ 
and join the innumerable choir in giving glory to HIM, who 
loved us, and wafhed us from our fins in his own Blood; and ta 
the Father, for ever. Even fo, AMEN, 

Being thus like-minded with our elder brethren, yea, with ous 
Lord, we fhall fhew to all believers, that they are called, not to 
uncleannefs, but to holinefs: that the will of God is their fan@i- 
fication, their entire fanftification ; that they fhould be perfe& as 
their Father which is in Heaven is perfea, feeing they are called 
to beacholen generation, a royal priefthood, a-holy nation, a pecug 

liax 
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liar people! that they may fhew forth the praifes of him who hath 
called them out of darknefs into his marvellous light, for the 
lory of his Grace, in whom they believe. Let us join the 
A pollle, 1. In diffuading all we have under our care, from livin 
‘after the fleth, left they die: from being conformed to this world, * 
in {pirit, in converfation, in drefs, or otherwife ; as they cannot 
férve the two mafters in any charaéter, and leaft of all as believers, 
For the friendthip of the world is enmity with God. We fhould 
therefore teftify that whofoever are its friends, are not crucified 
unto it, whatever profeflions they make of love to the Gofpel, 
‘veneration for Chrift, &c. But alas! how few credit St. James, 
or {peak after him, when he fays, “they are the enemies of 
God!” 
O Brethren, to us it is given, to warn every man, to {peak the 
truth, ¢zs truth, with great plainnefs; and fo to commend our- 
felves to every man’s confcience, but efpecially to all who bear 
the name of Methodifts, in the fight of God. You have had the 
noble example fet you, the long and well prepared way before 
you ; and ought not to be afhamed, herein to fet the example, 
yourfelves, in all things, and upon every occafion; even the ex. 
ample of being, againit univerfal example, thus good. You have 
nothing to fear. You feek not the honour which cometh of man. 
We fet out to feek the falvation of mankind, and from the very 
beginning have ufed great plainnefs of fpeech in this as well as . 
every thing elfe, knowing no man after the flefh! O let us not 
fuffer any to take our crown! But, as we lament that fo many are 
fick and weak, if not {piritually dead, even while they have a 
name to live, not in our great a at only, but in our foci- 
eties alfo: let us continue to difluade them even from the very 
appearance of every evil. As our little children, let us give them 
‘line upon line, that they love not the world, neither the things 
that are in the world. Let us clearly exhibit to their view, and 
prefs home upon their yet tender minds, the danger of this dark, 
aleceitful world: what is in it now, and what will become of it 
erelong! that it paffeth away, and perifheth in the very aét of 
: ufing! They will yet bear found doftrine: this doftrine, which 
is fo according to godlinefs, that, we know whatever may be faid 
* to the contrary, they ftand and fall together. - And if we hold our 
peace, who fhall, who will, who can fpeak to thefe? Are they 
not our children, begotten by our-means, through the word of 
truth? Can we live, if thefe ftand not faft? 
Then let us, 2. after the examples above fet us, add, exhorta- 
tion to diffuafion ; that by this alfo we may fhew them their calling, 
and the privileges it entitles them to: and fo by all means endea- 
vour to fave fome from fettling upon their lees, or remaining at 
‘eafe in our Zion. To prevent this, fhew them that they are called 
- “unto liberty ; yea, that the Son has a€tually made them free, But 
warn them at the fame time, to be careful how they ufe their 
- liberty : not as a cloak to coyetoufnels or any other evil ; nu a 


212 Sermon on Chriftian Perfeétion. 


they more effelually ferve the Living God, who gave his Son to 
die, to redeem them from the dominion of fin, the government of « 
Satan, and from this prefent evil world ; that they fhould hence- 
forth not live untothemfelves, but unto Him who died for them, 
~ that whether they live or die, they fhould be the Lord’s. For this 
urpofe they fhould be cautioned to be exceeding careful, that they 
be not again entangled with any of thofe yokes of bondage, from 
which they are releafed; and that they be ftedfaft againft all temp- 
tations, which might rob them of that liberty, wherewith Chrift 
fet them free, the moment they believed in him, as is largely des 
fcribed in the sth, 6th, and 8th chapters of the epifile to the 
Romatis. That this may be their experience, intreat them to come 
out, and be feparate from all conneétions, which would entice 
them: even to“touch the unclean thing of fin, in any form. And 
to prevent their laying again the foundation for repentance on the 
one hand, or refting in what they have already received on the 
other, urge them to'go onto perfeétion. For their encouragement 
therein, ufe the argument in the text. Open, explain, and enforce 
the promifes given unto them; befeeching them by the mercies 
of God fo richly beftowed, to prefent their bodies a living facri- 
fice, holy, acceptable to God, as their reafonable fervice ; abftain- 
ing from flefhly lufts which war againft the foul ; following peace’ 
with all men, and holinefs, without which no man fhall fee the 
Lord: And that there may beno bar in the way, from our not 
having yet attained, where this is the cafe, let us fimply own we 
have not; but at the fame time, fhew we are in earneft, in our 
arguments, diffuafive and perfuafive ; arid that we do believe, and 
therefore fpeak. Let us be able to fay by more than words, even 
by the tenor of our lives, “ I follow after, that Imay apprehend ; 
forgetting what is behind, and reaching out'to that which is before, 
I prefs towards the mark, for the prize of my high calling of God 
in ’Chrift Jefus.” “And fo hall ‘we not only be workmen, not 
afhamed of our labours, while we fhew believers their calling and 
its privileges, but be prepared with them to fay, “* Come, and Ieét 
us join ourfelves to the Lord, im a perpetual covenant that fhall 
not be’forgotten:’’ even with that God, who is fo fan@ified in 
our hearts, that he is our Fear all the day long. But we haften to 
the next thing propofed in the improvement of this importarit 
fubjeé, viz. 
gly. To fhew, why fo few attain to, or are even aiming at this 
hope of their calling, HOLINESS. 1, It is, becaufe they do not 
cleanfe themfelves as the text enjoits, 2. They negleé this, be- 
‘caufe they do not live in the habitual pra@lice of the fear of God. 
Hence, 3, they neither fee the neceflity, ror poflibility of per- 
‘feGting holinefs. 4. Some who fee both, do not attain, becaufe 
pee {eek it, not by faith, but as it were, by the deeds of the 
aw. .} ‘ 
1. So few attain to, or even aim at this, becaufe they do not 
aét as the ‘text prefcribes. And is not this a°fatt fo felf-evident, 
’ that 
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that it needs only to be attended to, or even mentioned, to its being’ 
fully proved ? How very few do we fee, who are daily watching, 
that they may deny their appetites, fenfes, and natural inclina- 
tions, what they fo continually crave, to the great hindrance of 
their fpiritual progrefs? Nor do we fee a much greater number, 
who are ftri€ily attentive to their wills, affeGtions, and tempers ; 
who mark with jealous eye, the rifings of defire, and catch the 
wanderings of the will, and fo fhun the firft approach of fin. 
Alas! how very few do you fee thus living and walking in the 
Spirit, and evidencing that they are the fons of God, becaufe 
they are Jed by his Spirit ? 

* And when the pleafing dream is over, of whatever kind, lawful 
or unlawful, which has fo diverted them, and they awake, and 
fee what has been thought, faid, or done, whereby their fouls 
have been robbed; how few feem at all alarmed? How little, if 
any, compunétion is there for this great evil? How very few 
meltings of a broken heart, for having grieved the Spirit of God. 
How eafily, how foon’is the whole got over, and fucceeded by the 
like declenfions, or perhaps by fomething worfe? And things 
being thus, it is no wonder that they do not immediately apply 
to that Fountain, which alone can cleanfe from all impurity : and 

_ of confequence, but little agonizing at the throne of God for 
grace to help in time of need. That fuch do not attain, is not at 

all furprizing, fince they do not even aim at perfeéting holinefs, 

_ The very thing is quite out of their fight. And it is not at~all 

 firange to find, that fuch even defpife and deride it, as a matter 
not once to be named by a man of fenfe! 

And all this arifes, 2ndly, becaufe they do not live in the habi- 
tual praétice of the fear of God, They are ftrangers to the true 
reverential awe of him as a Father; and they cannot, or at leaft 

_in many cafes do not, make any diftin€tion between the fervile 

horror of a flave, confifling in obedience from the dread of fevere 

_ punifhment; and the affection of a child, engaging him to a due 

- regard, from the high efleem of the relation with which he is 
honoured, in being adopted into the family of God, and bleffed 
in confequence, with the exceeding great favours fo undefervedly 

_ conferred upon him. A temper of mind confcious of thefe great 

honours, at once preferves a psoper familiarity, and a due re{pect ; 
_and wonderfully tends to increafe in the foul a fenfe of the infinite 

' diftance there is between the creature and the Creator; keeping a 

lively fenfe of the difcovery firft made of the Divine purity, and 

the great and joft difpleafure of a holy God at the appearance of 
fin. This will ever prove a prefervative againft Bei ins the Grace 
-of God into lafcivioufnefs, on account of that richnefs and free- 
dom of it, which is manifefted in. the Gofpel, and clearly difs 

_ played in the finner’s aétual forgivenefs, even while ungodly. 

Z t is true, where there has never been any work of deep repen- 

tance on the foul, there is little difcowery made of the holinefs and 
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juftice of God on the one hand, or of the exceeding finfulnefs of 
fin on the other. Buta real child of God, whether drawn by 
love, or driven by fear, to the hope which the Gofpel fets before 
him, for prefent pardon and acceptance, has a juft conception of 
both; and, while the confcience remains tender, cannot forget. 
either. Therefore he fets God, in his effential holinefs, always 
before him ; and endeavours to “ walk as in his ftri&i Obferver’s 
fight!” But when, by miftaken conceptions of the-Gofpel, and 
of the Chriftian’s calling and privileges, the grace of the Gofpel 
is oppofed to its precepts ; or the privileges of the Chriftian are 
ftrenuoufly claimed, while his duty is overlooked and negle€ted ;, 
then the profeffor, becaufe he is net under the law, {9 as to be 
faved by his obedience to its precepts, concludes, he is without, 
law to God, and under none to Chrift; forgetting that our graci- 
ous Redeemer is the Author of eternal life to thofe only who 
obey bim: and that as none can find prefent reft to their fouls, but 
fuch as take bis eafy yoke upon them, and gladly bear his burden ; 
fo of fuch as would not that he fhould reign over them, he faith, 
* bring them forth, and flay them before my face, and caft them 
into outer darknefs,”” 

Thefe truths being forgotten or difregarded, and the contrary 
fentiments entertained, with the additional fuppofition, that the, 
work of falvation is fo of grace, that being once begun (which, 
alas! it is too often fuppofed to be on very flight grounds) it will 
be carried on even to glory, be the conduét of the fubje& what it 
may: and where there is alfo conneted with this another idea, 
that religion is not fo much (if at all) a perfonal, as an imputative. 
thing ; fuch conceptions once embraced, have a natural tendency 
to hinder the work of holinefs, as they weaken the praétical fear. 
of God which prompts to it; and where they gain their full influ-, 
ence, occafion the very mention of righteou{nefs or holinefs zz 
the believer, to be abhorred; and are in fome the occafion of their 
fo {peaking and aéting, as if they judged it moft for the honour 
of the Redeemer, to continue in fin, that grace might abound! And 
in all that hold them, thefe fentiments weaken (if not deftroy) that. 
very fear, which is effentially neceffary for the perfeéting of holi- 
nefs. Yea, and where they are not made the occafion of any fuch, 
conduét as would be openly reproachful, they imperceptibly damp 
the purfuit after holinefs, as they enervate that fear, which ever . 
proves as a guardian angel to the foul, and preferves in it an aver- 
fion to evil in every form and degree: that fear, which fills the 
mind with fanétifying awe, and animates it to a clofe and in-. 
ward walking of the foul with God, and makes it contra a relifh, 
for a nearer conformity to Him in all things. Where this fear of 
God is loft, or even but weak, the foul wants that grand motive , 
to perfeét holinefs, which St, Paul urges upon us in the text, and 
proportionably lofes its views of the neceflity or poflibility of it: 
which leads me to the third reafon propofeg@ aboye, why fo-few, 
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dim at, or attain to holinefs, viz. Becaufe they neither fee the 
neceffity, nor poffibility, of perfeQing holinefs. 

(1.) They fee not the neceffity of holinefs. If their views of 
things be right, there can be no neceflity of perfonal, much lefs 
of perfed? holinefs. For if all religion be imputative, or (which 
comes nearly to the fame) if all our holinefs be in Gacte and 
this is to be ours by an imputation of it to us, it is certainly a 
complete and perfeét holinefs, and*fuperfedes all neceffity for any 
other. But then what becomes, 1. of all thofe precepts, which 
enjoin holinefs upon believers? 2. Of all thofe promifes of it 
made to them? And, 3. of thofe declarations, which amount 
nearly to threats of exclufion from all the privileges, to which 
believers are entitled in time and eternity? If they be not to be 
applied per/onally, they all fall to the ground at once. 

‘To mention but a few of each. 1. “ Be ye perfe@, as your 
Father which is in Heaven, is perfe&t,” by fhewing you have his 
holy Nature in you, namely, love; and by manifefiing this in 
your life, even to your enemies; and not in word only, but after 


_ his example, *“ who caufeth the fun to fhine, and the rain to fall, 


on the juft and unjuft, the evil and the unthankful.” So thew 
your love in “ doing good to them that hate you, in bleffing them 
who curfe you, and in praying for thofe who defpitefully ufe you.” 
** Be ye holy, for I am holy,”---‘ holy in all manner of conver- 


-fation;” “ Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 


&c.” “ And thou fhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf.” It is ealy 
to fee, that thefe are not imputed to us, but tempers implanted in’ 
us, producing the fruits of holinefs: therefore holinefs is neceffary, 
abfolutely neceffary for believers. ‘ 

2. The promifes: ‘‘1 will circumcife thy heart, that thou 
mayeft love the Lord thy God, &c. and that thou mayett love 


thy neighbour as thyfelf-” Again, that promife, to which the 


text refers: “ I will fprinkle clean water upon you, and ye fhall 
' be clean ; from all your filthinefs, and from all your idols will I 
cleanfe you. » I will take away the ftony heart out of your fleth, 
and I will give you a heart of flefh;” not by zmputation, but 
implantation. For “1 will put my Spirit within you,” [that you 
miay be a holy people] “ and ye fhall walk in my ftatutes, and 
_ keep my judgments [ordinances,] and'do them.” And that pre- 
ceding the text: ‘I will dwell in you, and walkin you; and I 
will be your God, and you fhall be my people; and I will bea 


_ Father unto you, and ye fhall be my fons and daughters, faith the 

Lord Almighty:”” With many others of the like kind, which 
miuft all fall to the ground, and the word of promife becomes of 
none effe&t, if holinefs be not neceffary for a believer. 


3. The declarations, which almoft amount to threats, to an ex-. _ 
_clufion of believers from all their privileges in time and eternity, 
if they be not holy. “If any man love not the Lord Jefus Chriit, 
Jet him be Anathema, Maran-atha. He that loveth not, Knoweth 
pot God, for God is Love. oe that dwelleth in love, Bp ] 
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eth in God, and Godin him. He that hateth his brother, is int 
darknefs, is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eter- 
yial life abiding in him.” Now, if love, the love of God and 
man, is the very effence of holinefs; and he who has it not,. 
- knows not God, isa liar, hath not the truth in him; or, as St. 
Paul expreffes it, “ is nothing,” however he may boatt of know- 
ledge, eloquence, miracle-working faith, zeal for a party, and 
boundlefs charity, even to the @iving of all his goods to feed the 
poor: do we go too far in faying, that fuch a one is threatened 
with an exclufion from the believer’s privileges here? And are we 
not equally warranted in declaring, that he is in the fame predica- 
ment with refpeét to thofe of the life to come, when the fame 
- authority has told us, that fuch as want love are accur/fed; that 
they who are deftitute of holinefs fhall not fee God! 

The neceffity then of perfonal holinefs, is indifputable, and fo 
evident to all who believe the Scriptures, that one would wonder, 
how any ferious mind fhould not difcern it. Yet it is a faét, though 
a melancholy one, that many, very many, to whom we find no 
difficulty of giving the appellation of ferious perfons, fee no kind 
of need for it; and therefore do not aim at, and confequently 
cannot obtain it. But we cannot, even from the Chriftian charity 


we feel for thofe brethren, give up the poffibility or neceflity of a. 


believer’s holinefs. Therefore we proceed to thew, 

2. The poffibility of our attaining holinefs. ‘This is evident, 
4. From the commands of God, who would be juitly charged as 
a hard mafter, were it impoflible for us to do what he enjoins, 
But he requires that we fhould be holy: Therefore we may be 


affured, that it is poflible for us to attain the blefling of loving, 


him with all our hearts, and our neighbour as ourfelves, 


2. This is poffible; elfe were the promifes vain, and worfe than. 


vain, even delufory, as holding out to us what we can never attain, 
And who would, to juftify themfelves in floth, or the love of 


fin, expofe themfelves to the dangerous effefts of calling the vera- 
city of God in queftion, and fo robbing God and man; God of , 


his higheft glory, and man of his chief felicity ? 


3. The poflibility of this is evident, when.you confider, firft 
That it was the end of the incarnation and an of Chrift,. to tia 


his people from their fins; to deliver them from their enemies, 


that they might ferve God in that perfeét love which cafts out , 
fear, in holinefs all the days of their life: and to deftroy the . 


works of the Devil, for which St. John exprefsly fays Chrift was 


manifefted, Secondly, That it was the end of the death of Chrift, : 


to redeem us from all iniquity: And, thirdly, the end of his 


Afcenfion, to fave to the uttermoft all who come to God by him, , 


This is furely poflible, if not for man, yet for the great Agent 


who is to effeét it, the Holy Spirit. Will any fuppofe h | 
fo renew ps in holinefs, by dwelling in eet palling ea 


And is it not plain, that it is He, who breathes defires into every. 


believing heart alter this great blefling, (unlels he be grieved or 


~ quenched) 
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quenched,) equal to thofe he breathed into the Saints of old, 
Liuften to them “ As the hart panteth after the water-brooks, fo 
panteth my foul after thee, O God. My foul thirfteth for God; 
for the living God, My heart and my flefh crieth out for God. 
I thall be fatisfied, when I awake with thy likenefs. Let Ifrael 
hope in the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy, and with him 
is plenteous redemption : and he fhall redeem Ifrael from all his 
iniquities ! ” And all thofe prayers put up by St. Paal for the 
Ephefian, Philippian, and Theffalonian churches, are fure evi- 
dences of its poflibility. Yet it is {till a truth, that many attain it 
not, becaufe they fee neither the neceflity ror poffibility of it. 
And this is no wonder at all, when we confider, firft, That a vaft 
majority imbibe wrong notions of the Gofpel. Secondly, from 
hence they ufe little or no felf denial. Thirdly, They hereby lofe 
tendernefs of confcience ; and with it, that fear of God, recom. 
mended in my text: and, of confequence, fourthly, make little, 
very little real application to the Blood of Jefus, which alone can 
cleanfe from fin. Fifthly, Hereby they lofe their communion 
with God: and having by all thefe errors and faults grieved the 
Spirit of God, they become fhort-fighted, and cannot fee afar off. 
Having loft their fpiritual ftrength, they become weak, and like 
unto other men; and fo lofing their relifh for holinefs, fall ingo 
too great conformity tothe world. And rather than own they are 
, fallen believers, they maintain their profeffion of faith, and coldly 
or prefumptuoufly lay claim to the Chriftian’s privileges . They 
now fhelter themfelves under the miflaken interpretations put upon 
fundry paffages of Scripture, efpecially the 7th to the Romans : 
and joining to thefe all they can glean up of the mifcarriages of 
profeffors of religion, ancient or modern, efpecially of the abet. 
tors and profeffors of holinefs, they fecure themfelves in the 
delufion, that holinefs is impoffible and unneceflary; and confe- 
quently, not only negleét this great falvation, but delpife all who 
enforce it as the Chriftian’s privilege. And as thefe Laodiceans 
make, alas! a large majority of the profeffors of our day, it is no 
wonder fo few poffefs the blefling. 

4. The fourth reafon for this is, many who are of a different 
fpirit from the above, and therefore do aim at, but do not attain 
ta holinefs, feek it not by faith, but as it were by the deeds of the 
law. And as by thefe no fleth es can be juftified, fo neither 
can any believer by them be fully fanétified, or made holy: no, 
nor can he make any great proficiency in perfeGting holinefs, even 
though aimed at in the fear of God. 1. They feek it as it were 
by the deeds of the law. That is, they look for and expeét it on 
account of their being, 1. Diligent in atlending upon every means 
Of grace. 2. By carefully obferving their own hearts and lives, 
_ that no word or work, temper or affection, may be allowed, which 
would difhonour God, or hurt their con{ciences, 3. By exer- 
cifing felf-denial in all things, and mortifying every member of 
he old man, 4: ‘By being in all refpeéts merciful towards al] 
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men: to their bodies, in vifiting, helping and relieving them, 4 
their ability enables them; to their fouls, in advifing, reproving, 
and encouraging them, as opportunity allows. 

That the uniform praétice of thefe things is the duty of every 
believer, muft be granted by all who acknowledge the Bible. 
Yet they who have ufed them diligently, are beft able to teftity, 
bow far they have anfwered the end of perfeéting holinefs ; and 
if I may be allowed the liberty to {peak for them, I would deliver 
their fentiments as follows: ; 

1. “ All thefe things have I fteadily done from my firft receiv- 
‘* ing of the grace ef God, which is, (perhaps) five, ten, twenty, 
‘< or thirty years ago. And what Jack I yet, feeing I feel myfelf 
‘* far, very far from holinefs ; yea, from any very fenfible advance 
‘* in perfeéting holinefs, 2. Indeed I do find, I am enabled to 
* keep up a fenfe of my acceptance and adoption, and a meafure 
** of confcioufnefs of the Divine prefence, and daily communion 
«s with God: for which I am thankful. 9. I doalfo find a clear 
‘© difcovery of the world’s vanity ; of fin’s odiouf{nefs; of what 
% is true religion, conformity to God; of the beauty of holinefs; 
«’ and I experience a more ardent defire for it; and all thefe in a 
** larger meafure than I have ever done before.. 4. Yet, alas! 
« I muft own, I do not find one evil affeétion entirely removed, 
* one wrong temper totally deftroyed, or my will wholly fubje&ted 
“‘ to the will of God. And although by a continual attention I 
** am enabled to keep all in fubjeétion, yet I perceive«my nature 
** unclean; yea, I perceive in it more impurity than I ever faw 
*‘ before; and fuch. a continual propenfity to wander from the 
*“ God I love, as I could not believe was in me, 1f I did not fee 
** and feel it as I now do, And fo, {trong is the warfare I often 
** experience between the flefh and the fpirit, between nature and 
** Grace, that I fear the conqueft will be very difficult, if ever 
** gained.” 

All this is not to be wondered at; becaufe you heped, when 
the work was fo complete as you defired it fhould be, and faw it 
ought to be, ¢hen the Lord would give you that holinefs, the’ 
beauty whereof had fo attraéted your foul: yea, that he would 
enable you to attain this, by delivering you from one evil after’ 
another. But-you hadno direc attention to the Lord Jefus for the 
accomplifhment of that falvation in your foul, through an imme 
diate exertion of his power, and through faith alone in him. 
Therefore you are not a partaker of it, nor can be while you fo 


feek as by the deeds of the law, as above ftated, without this . 


faith. Which leads us to the confideration of the fecond part of 
this reafon, viz. 


* 9. They feek it not by faith: that is, they do not, in the rife of: 


allthe above means, expef to receive it asa free gift from Ged! 
through Chrift alone. Therefore they do not come in confidence 
that he is able, willing, zow, thus to fave all who fo come to God: 


by him, But if the foul now feels all its own vilenefs and helps’ 
P| . leffnefs; 
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leffnefs : if it be refolyed to venture upon the all-fufficient power 
of Chrift to effe& its deliverance, and his meritorious Blood to 
cleanfe from all unrighteoufnels, even now ; then will it be tho. 
roughly confcious of the weaknels of its prayers, tears, watch- 
ings, faftings, &c. and depending wholly on the faithfulnefs of 
Him who hath promifed, and who alfo will do it. Thus it feeks 
by faith, without any eye to its own worth or power. And will 
not Jefus fave to the uttermef all who fo come to God by him ? 
Surely he will in no wife caft out fuch. Heaven and earth fhali 
pafs away, but his Word hhall fland. 

Now when all thefe are put together, 1. That Believers (fo cal- 
led) do not cleanfe themfelyes as the text enjoins: 2. Do not 
walk in the praétical fear of God: 3. See neither the neceflity nor 
poflibility of perfefting holinefs: Or, 4. feek it by the deeds of 
the law, and not by faith; it is no wonder fo few attain to this 
hope of their calling. For, alas! the defcription given above, 
takes in a vaft majority of the profeffing believers in our day, and 

_ fully difcovers the neceflity of the next part of our application. 


[To be concluded in our next.] 
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An Extraét of the Conversion of a Detsr. 


_ Written by himfelf, in a feries of Letters to the Rev. Mr. 
x Joun Newron. 


| Continued from page 63. ] 


: URING the following years I advanced diligently in my 
philofophical ftudies. I compofed an academical differta- 
tion and defended it, was firft created batchelor, then mafter of 
arts and teacher of philofophy. A fmall differtation of mine 
_ obtained the honour of being entered among the aéts of the fociety 
of S. Lafterwards publitheda {mall volume, and intended a fecond 
part, but many hinderances, after my converfion, interpofed to 
prevent it. Thus were my pride of heart and extravagant ambi- 
_tion every day encreafed, and every ‘day I propofed to myfelf the 
glory of fome new puispize in the literary way, that I might 
acquire the reputation of genius and learning, and be celebrated 
rand near. As to riches, I cared little about them. | My fum- 
mum bonum confifted altogether in the ratification of the mot 
ooundlefs ambition, and of my carnal appetites. But thanks be 
to God, who fruftrated all my various atiempts to make myfelf 
illuftrious ! ; 
_ Almoft a year before my converfion, it happened, by the good 
rovidence of God, that I went to {pend fome time in my native © 
lace, where, to my great joy, I found Mifs E. 1 now made an 
offer of my heart in perfon, and was happy to obferve that it did 
not difpleafe her, eee feveral cone een, fill, a anit ripe 
ing af ar lov reverence of her parents, fhe affured me 
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that fhe would not engage in matrimony till I fhould have firft 
difclofed my attachment and made my propofals to them ; neither 
would fhe refufe me her hand fhould the parents of us both prove 
favourable to my wifhes. This affurance contented me, and I 
could not but commend the tendernefs of her filial conduét. I 
was now clevated to the pinnacle of joy. I accounted myfelf 
completely happy, and my heart, alas! full of idolatry, looked 
for felicity to the creature, regarding lightly the Creator who is 
ever all bleffed for ever. . 
During all this time the power of fin was moft prevalentin me. 
In appearance modeft, but I was deftitute of religion. » 1 feldom 
went to church, and when I went was manifeftly inattentive, fit- 
ting there as a fpeftator merely, and occupied with any trifle. 
My meditations there were vain and finful, and I was often too 
impatient to ftay till the fermon was ended. To fuch a height 
did my impiety rife, that I accounted it an honour and boafted of 
it among my friends, that I feldom made one in the congregation. 
I fhould have blufhed to have been frequently feen there, or when 
there, to have been feen with a Bible, or any religious book, in 
my hand. But there was no great fear of either. I made no ufe 
of fcripture but to oppofe it, or to confult it perhaps in the courfe 
of my ftudies; much lefs had I any inclination to explore the 
contents of other books of praétical divinity. I had not therefore 
even the appearance of religion, and though externally I feemed 
entitled to the praife of much decency, in my heart I cherifhed 
all manner of depravity and malice, which I fuffered, not feldom, 
to break forth in private. Among my fcanty remnants of virtue 
(if any virtue I had) I ftill poffelfed a compaffionate and benefi- 
cent difpofition, I could not think much of any man oppreffed 
with want and mifery, without grief and painful fympathy. If 
the poor applied to me for relief, I affifted them willingly and 
gladly, and had fometimes a lively and grateful fenfe of my privi- 
lege. Yet even on fuch occafions I adverted not to the command- 
ment of God, nor propofed to myfelf his glory as my objet, but 
obeyed merely the diétates of natural inftin& and fenfibility. At 
the fame time, I was not only infufferably proud, but my beart 
was full of hatred and envy, and as vindi€tive as malice could — 
make it. Tendencies fuch as thefe could hardly have failed to” 
betray me imto open and public crimes, had not God, whom I 
neither knew nor honoured, by fingular means preferved and — 
reftrained me. Occafionally I felt fome ftrokes and gnawings of 
confcience, but they were neither effe€tual nor lafling, — ae 
From the time of my firft acquaintance with the univerfity, I 
had doubted the truth and divine origin of the chriftian religion, 
I hated the chofen people and the minifters of God.  Frec uently 
i {poke to others in fcofling and contemptuous terms of neitetlacs 
difts fo called, and of all who profeffed to be under the condu& 
of the Holy Spirit. My mother, in many letters which I re- 
ceived from her, exhoried me earnefily to fincere converfion and. 
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tontinual prayer. .On thefe occafions the intolerable pride and 
extreme enmity of my heart; againft God and all true religion, 
would manifeft itfelf. With difficulty it was that I could prevail 
with myfelf- even to read her letters. Doubts of all kinds con. 
cerning {cripture-verity were welcome to me, and I cherifhed 
them. In.my difputations at college I often fpoke of the Bible 
moft irreverently, and not feldom (alas! I bluth at the recollec- 
tion) fought to difplay my wit by jefting withit. It cof me no fhame 
at all to appear betore my friends in the charagter of an enemy to 
revealed religion; on the contrary, I feized with avidity every 
opportunity of moving a doubt concerning either the fa@s or 
dottrines of the word of God. 

To my friends I was accuftomed to read effays and differtations 
that I had compofed with exprefs purpofe to impugn and expofe to 
ridicule, both the authority of {cripture and the narratives of the 
facred writers. Some fragments of my performances in that way 
are fill in my cuftody, which ferve me as unequivocal memorials 
of my former impiety, and afford me ample matter as well of 
humiliation and fhame, as of praife and glory which I defire to 

ive to the unfpeakable grace of God, who fnatched me from 
fach an abyfs of iniquity and woe, and. conduéted me to the 
gteateit poffible felicity. Sentiments which, I hope, thofe papers 
will never ceafe to fuggeft to me. Several of the moft important 
doftrines, fuch as thofe of the facred Trinity, original fin, and 
eternal punifhment, the incarnation and atonement, and the ope- 
rations of the Holy Spirit, were a ftumbling-block to me, and 
foolifhnefs. Almoft conftantly I felt myfelf inclined to deny 
and rejeft them, and fometimes, which was worfe, to blafpheme 
them. Often I was a Deift, and, at times, a Socinian. Fre- 
quently too I wickedly fought occafion to controvert thofe truths 
in company, arid torender them fufpeéted to my friends) My 
opinions about them feemed to myfelf fo well founded, that I 
was perfuaded I fhould never change them. It was my purpofe, 
though I fhould engage in the miniftry, the moment I could find 
any other means of creditable fubfiftence, to apply for my difmif- 
fion, and make a public avowal of my priaciples. Moreover, I 
now and then conceived a defign, to write, in due time, againft 
revelation, and to fend abroad into the world my doubts concern- 
ing the authority of fcripture. The pernicious works of Enicde- 
‘nus, Voltaire, and others, were very hurtful to me, and confirmed 
‘me not a little in my deiftical notions. And certain it is, that 
unlefs God had interpofed by his grace to prevent it, I fhould in 
all probability have gone forth a declared enemy of revelation, at 
leaft of all true and fpiritual religion. : 
_ Inthe mean time I was accuftomed frequently to pray at night 
on my bed, and in a phrafe and manner perfeétly oppofite to my 
own opinions. Among other things I afked for converfion, ufing 
ordinarily thefe words,—‘ Draw me, Oh Lord! and I will run 
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after thee: convert me and I fhall be converted,’"—A fingular 
faflance of God’s over-ruling power! My prayer evidently con- 
tradicted my own ideas and opinions, and I afked that which I 
neither believed poffible nor defirable. I prayed Alfo for God’s 
affifiance that I might grow in talents and in wifcom, that my 
ftudies might profper, that the projeéts, with which pride and 
ambition prompted me, might have good fuccefs, and that my 
love of Mifs E. might have confequences anfwerable to my 
wifhes. Finally I prayed, that my parents, kindred, tutors and 
friends, might all be ebjeéts of the divine benediétion. Some- 
times, through fleepinefs or other hindrances, my prayers were 
either fadly interrupted or altogether negle€ted, but it coft me 
little regret or folicitude. While I prayed in this manner, it 
generally happened that my mind was extraordinarily agitated, and 
j experienced great emotion; nor can I doubt that I was occafi- 
enally much allied by what are termed the common operations 
of the Holy Spirit. During thefe exercifes, I was wont to repre- 
fent to myfelf the divine prefence as a glorious light in heaven, 
like that of the fan, which light feemed vifible tomy imagination. 
My devotions of this kind were accompanied with great fervour, 
and even with a fpecies of joy. Yet I have caufe to believe that 
they were fometimes followed by a more daring and prefumptuous 
commiffion of fin, for, (the duty once performed) I feemed to 
have acquired a right to fin at my eafe, and without difturbance. 
At this time I was fickly and debilitated; a fudden dread of 
death would occafionally torment me, efpecially in the evenin 
and when I was alone. I often had a fingular notion that death 
would be particularly unwelcome and terrible to me in the dufk of 
evening, or in the night, or even in a gloomy day, but that I 
could die willingly and gladly under a bright fun and a ferene fky. 
Thefe fudden alarms and terrors however produced no fruit. I 
neither know nor believe that at this time I had any thoughts at 
all of the neceffity of regeneration and faith in Chrift. My medi- 
tations were unfrequent, and fuch were my religious affeétions ; 
accoidingly they were never effe€tual to beget in me an earneft 
defire of a new heart, or of recovering the loft favour of God. 
About three or four months, I think it was, before my conver- 
fion, that by reading the works of J. A. Turretinus I was much 
flrengthened in my belief of God’s exiftence, his perfe&tions and 
providence, aud in a confiderable meafure cured of my incredu- 
lity concerning the authority of feripture. With great pleafure 
and with a full affent to the truth of them, I ftudied his nume- 
‘rous differtations, and was fometimes overwhelmed with fuch a 
fenfe of the divine majefly and glory as to feem not far from the 
kingdom of God. From this time, I underftood and confeffed 
the authority and divinity of feripture and of the ‘religion of 
Chnift, yet, after all, I had to encounter with many doubts and 
difficulties. After fome time, it happened, that meditating one 
evening on the ufeful fubferviency of true philofophy to ee 


chriftian 


The Converfion of a Deift. 123 


chriftian faith, and, among other themes, on death and eternity 
Iwas greatly troubled in mind and affeGed with a moft lively 
fenfe of the infinite importance of thofe fubjeés, fo as to be 
unable to refrain from tears; fo vehement were my emotions, 
But my heart was like the flony ground. The good feed could 
ftrike no root in it. Spiritual apprehenfion or fenfe of the divine 
glory and majefty, I had none; for which reafon thefe inward 
motions that I felt, foon ceafed, and no more than thofe which I 
had formerly experienced, produced in me any ferious thoughts on 
the neceflity of converfion, and of faith in Chrift. 

Engroffed entirely by earthly concerns and attentions, I lived a 
life of negligence and indifference, for the moft part, concerning 
the ftate of my foul; and in thofe few moments when I experi- 
enced either ferious thoughts or affe&ions, had not a fingle idea 
that regeneration by the Spirit of God, and an immediate applica- 
tion to Chrift for union with him, could be at all neceffary to mv 
falvation. Sometimes I ferioufly meditated on God as the chief 
good, but could by no means comp:ehend how he {fhould be fo. 
I did not indeed deny this truth, having been taught by a variety 
of arguments to prove it; but my heart contradiéted them all. 
I feemed to difcover far greater delights and gratifications in earthly 
- interefts and pleafures, than either in God or in the worfhip of 
_ God. Spiritual communion with God and the fruition of him in 
- Jefus Chrift, were fubjeéts of which I was utterly ignorant. It 

was no wonder therefore that I cou'd not comprehend how»God 
fhould be the chief good, and the enjoyment of him the perfec- 
tion of falvation. I frequently obferved that communion with 
God and the enjoyment of him, were expreffions with which I - 
could hardly conneét an idea, at leaft no fuch idéaas wouldin 
any meafure explain to me, why, and for what reafon, the enjoy- 
ment of God is to be preferred to all the pleafures of the world 
.and to all enjoyment of the creature. _To be acquainted with 
’ God, to love and to adore him, were duties which I confidered 
as reafonable, indeed neceffary, and worthy to be performed with 
much attention, but how the well-being of the foul could be fo 
much concerned in them, how they fhould prove a fource of fuch 
_ happinefs and delight as the theologians, following the lead of 
 feripture, declare, was far beyond my comprebenfion, Some- 
_ times however, when in a clear night I faw the heavens {pangled 
with flars, which I reprefented to myfelf as fo many funs and 
worlds, I felt an ardent defire to be there, and goaded by extreme 
 curiofity, imagined it a moft defirable and delightful privilege, 
to fpend an eternity in the contemplation of thofe fyftems. And 
could there but be a hope’ (which at that time appeared and fuill 
2 appears to me, not impoifible) that after death the foul may be at 
_ liberty to vifit and to make her remarks on that immenfe variety 
of worlds—then, indeed, I accounted a place in heaven a prize 
~ for which it became to contend with unremitting earnedtnels.. 
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I had by this time embraced the chriftian religion, and made 
profeffion of it. But my belief of fcripture was rH eee 
I had many doubts ftill left concerning a variety of do rines of 
the laft importance, fuch as the trinity, original fin, the incarna- 
tion and fatisfa&tiou of Jefus Chrift, the operations of the Holy 
Spirit, &c. Sometimes the Calviniftic opinions pleafed me moft, 
and fometimes I inclined more to thofe of the Pelagians and even 
to Socinianif{m. To attain to any fettled perfuafion was not in 
my power, In prefence of fuch of my friends as I accounted 
truly pious—I was mute, but to others declared myfelf without 
referve, and we endeavoured mutually to confirm each other 
in fuch pernicious errors as were moft fuited to our carnal 
wifdom. 

A few months before my converfion I wrote a {mall differta- 
tion in which I feem to have expreffed the fentiments of 
a mind ferioufly affeéted with a fenfe of the infinite importance of 
religion. It contains fome phrafes at which I have fince much 
wondered. I confulted no books, but wrote rapidly my thoughts 
as they arofe, fo that I ftiil wonder by what means it happened 
that I flumbled on feveral ideas found there. Among other mat- 
ters I reprehended and earneftly exhorted thofe who deny the 
effeGiual operations of the Holy Spirit; gravely exprefling a wifh 
that they may foon learn the reality of them from their own 
undoubted experience. Such was my with for them, and, 
wretched creature that I was, J had neither the leaft knowledge 


or experience of that blefling myfelf, nor any care to acquire it. 


During all this time the Lord refcued me occafionally from the 
moft imminent dangers. One day, when I walked with Mr. L, 
on the ice, we had many narrow efcapes—the Lord fpared. us. 
The next day Mr. L. going on the ice alone, fell into the water 
and was drowned. His deplorable death, when the news reached 
me, affefted me with a variety of very fenfible emotions, yet not 
proportioned to the occafion, or in fa& of any ufe to me. To 
certain of my friends I obferved that Mr. L. had _/uddenly become 
much wifer than we, and that I fhould be heartily glad ta know 
what he knew, &c, Thus I remarked on the tragical occafion, 
and foon forgot it. Some time after, the ice breaking under me, 
I fell, myfelf, into the ftream of a rapid river. The danger of a 
terrible death then threatened me indeed, chiefly on account of the 
sane at current beneath, and there was no help at hand. 

opelefs of efcape I yet ftruggled, and, by the videnc 
peed cnceged Tens ete a ee 


About two months before my converfion, I manifefted my e€x- 
treme enmity again{t the pious minifters of the gofpel, againft the 
people of God, and againit the gofpel itfelf, in.an anonymous 
publication 3 not indeed witha defign to do the former any. real 
mifchief, but merely to make them ridiculous and to hold: them 
up to the laughter of the world. ‘Yet, fuch was the long-fuffer- 
ig competion of God tgward taey that ah tei wey estonia 
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gracioufly fcreened me from the melancholy confequences of fome 
wiolent quarrels in which I had involved myfelf, interpofing b 
bis kind providence to fave me from fuch formidable effe€ts of 
them, as, had they taken their courfe, would probably have given 
a different caft and complexion to my whole ‘condition. Though 
Ttreated him as it with fcorn, and, hardening my heart ftill 
more and more, provoked his vengeance by accumulated offences, 
he yet dealt gracioufly with me. He not only /pared but pres 
Jerved me; and ina fhort time with a mighty hand delivered me 
from the dominion of Satan, conduéting me to the chief of all 
diftin@tions and of all pleafures, the honour and happinefs of 
knowing and of loving him, who is the fountain of all and of 
all manner of blefling, and exalted—oh to what a height! above 
all creatures, 


[To be continued. | 
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The COMMUNION of SAINTS. 
i HE mok wife and benevolent AutHor of NATuRE, has 
formed all his creatures propitious to the focial life. ‘This 


is obvious in the whole fcale of beings, from the minute infe&, 
to the moft enormous animal. The {portive fhoals in the deep, 


the cheerful tribes of the air, the peaceful flocks in the field, and 


the voracious beafts of the foreft, are all fenfible to the delightful 
charms of Society, and the happinefs and pleafure it affords 
through every flage of life. The human {pecies, whether in-a 
favage or civilized fiate, imprefled by inftingt, and impelled by 
neceflity, have formed themfelves into political, commercial, or 
benevolent affociations ; each member contributing 1ts part, has 
added to the happinefs of the whole, Society, however, is no 
where fo advantageoufly experienced as in the Church of Gop. 
Here it is lefsincommoded with moral evil ; and here it is replete 
with virtue, and fecured by ties of eternal moment. Each of it’s 
members are called to be one with Chrift, as he is one with the 
Father ; and being members of his myftical body, they have fel- 
lowfhip one with another; and, therefore, of all bleffings, next to 


_ the enjoyment of God, the communion of faints is to be pre- 
ferred. Its origin is from heaven, and-its obligations divine. 


That it is not of human inftitution, is apparent from the earlieft 
pages of the gofpe] hiftory. Here we fee the Redeemer diftin- 


_ guifhing by baptifm, the fincere and the penitent, from the crowd- 


ing multitudes; we fee him delegating the apoftles to teach and 
baptize all nations; and we fee the apoftles every where formin 


- focieties, and finally delegating their authority to Elders, that the 


i 


a {cipline and order of Chrift might be preferved to pofterity in 


jts original form, ; 
ae te is folely of the mptual communion of thefe churches, 


which I propofe. to confider in the following pages; and, as the 


communion 
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communion here contended for, was never maintained but by 
chriftians of real fimplicity and genuine experience; I would 
with to remove the idea of novelty from the reader, by adducing 
fome {pecimens of its hiftory, and to conciliate his affections by 
the fanttion of ages.. 

With regard to ihe inftituting and promoting of mutual commu- 
nion, it is with the utmoft fatisfaGion, we review the afliduity of 
the original founders of Chriftianity. They were not contented 
with inftru€ting the multitude in public ; but made the moft affec- 
tionate enquiries concerning the faith and piety of their more 
immediate followers. The penitent Jews, who were admitted to 
the baptifm of John, confeffed their fins, and each received advice 
as his cafe required. To fome, who appliedto the Lord Jefus 
for corporeal relief, it was faid ; “ Believe ye that I am able to do 
this?” To another, ‘* Doft thou believe on the Son of man?” 
and to the apoftles, ‘“ Whom fay ye thatI am?” The cafe of 
Peter is peculiarly to our purpofe : three times he had denied his 
Mafter, and three times it was repeated, “* Simon fon of Jonas, 
Toveft thou me?” 

The apoftles, in acquiring a'thorough knowledge of the fpiri= 
tual flate of all their difciples, imitated the benevolent example 
of their Lord, and followed the dire€tions of the Holy Spirit. 
Philip faid to the noble Eunuch, ‘* Underftandeft thou what thou 
yeadeft?” And, when the difcourfe had fo far convinced his 
judgment, that he propofed himfelf as a candidate for baptifm ; 
Philip faid again, “If thou believeft with all thy heart, thou 
mayeft?” So, likewife, to the twelve whom Pau] found at 
Ephefus, who had received the baptifm of John, it was his firft 
enquiry, “ Have ye received the Holy Ghoft fince ye believed ?* 
In this city he beftowed a larger proportion of his labours than in 
any other; one while teaching in public, and another, from houfe 
to houfe. And, as our blefled Lord had many things to difclofe 
zo his difciples in private, which neither the underftanding nor the 
heart of the multitudes were prepared to receive, fo the apoftle 
had families to inftruct in private ; he had the tempted and dif. 
treffed to fupport and comfort ; he had the offenders to admonith;: 
and he had to learn the fpiritual ftate of all the church, by con- 
verfing with them in convenient parties. Thefe happy toils and 
focial delights, were fo endearing to him, that they feem to have 
been the principal enjoyment he promifed himfelf, from his 
intended vifit to the faints at Rome, whofe faith and piety were 
celebrated throughout the world. “I long to fee you, fays he 
that I may impart unto you fome fpiritual gift, to the end you 
may be eltablifhed; that is, that 1 may be comforted together 
with you, by the mutual faith both of you and me.” 

As the apoiftle was aétive to eftablifh mutual communion in all 
the churches while prefent; fo he was importunate in his letters 
that they fhould preferve it in his abfence. He impreffes it a 
the Hebrews as the fafefl way to avoid the evils of fin, and the 
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terrors of punifhment, “ Take heed, brethren, lef there be in 
any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living 
God; but exhort one another daily, while it is called To-day; * 
Jeft any of you be hardened through the deceitfulnefs of fin.—- 
Let us confider one another, to provoke unto love, and to do © 
good-works; not forfaking the affembling of ourfelves together, 
as the manner of fome is; but exhorting one another: and fo 
much the more, as ye fee the day approaching.” It is as a pre- 
fervative againft the fame evils, that mutual communion is recome 
mended to the Theffalonians. ‘“ Wherefore comfort yourfelves © 
together, and edify one another, even as alfo ye do.” “The mok 
effe€tual method of doing it, is more particularly expreffed in the 
epiftle to the Coloffians, ‘ Let the word of Chrift dwell in you 
richly in all wifdom; teaching and admonifhing one another in 
pfalms, and hymns, and fpiritual fongs, finging with grace in 
your hearts to the Lord.” Soalfo in St. Jude: * But ye, be- 
loved, building up yourfelves in your moit holy faith, praying 
in the Holy Ghoft: keep yourfelves in the love of God, looking 
for the mercy of our Lord Jefus Chrift unto eternal life.” 
Since the apoftolic age, whenever there has been a revival of 
pure religion, there has alfo been a revival of mutual communion; 
and wherever there has been a decienfion of religion, mutual 
communion has declined in proportion. But being a private 
exercife of devotion, which the faithful cultivated among them- 
felves, lefs has been faid of it in writings intended for the 


- public eye. 


we ** 


From the numerous infances of mutual communion, promoted 
by our Englith parochial clergy, before the aét of uniformity, a 
{pecimen is feletted from the Media of Mr. Ifaac Ambrofe, fome- 
time minifter of Prefton in Lancafhire, ‘* Chriftians,” fays this 
judicious divine, “ muft drive an open and a free trade; they 
muft teach one another the myfteries of godlinefs. Tell your 
experience ; and tell your conflitis; and tell your comforts. As 
iron fharpeneth iron, as rubbing of the hands maketh both warm, 
and as live coals make the reft to burn; fo let the fruit of fociety 
be mutually fharpening, warming, and influencing, Chriftians 
fhould alfo bewail their failings, infirmities, deadnefs, coldnefs, 
narrownefs, and unprofitablenefs, one to another; to fee whether 


others have been in the fame cafe; what courfe they took; and 


what remedy they procured. Many fouls may perifh through too 
much modefty and referve. In the prophets’ time, when proud 
{corners talked vainly, and did what they lift, then they that 
feared the Lord fpake often one to another. No doubt, they {pake 
of God, of his counfels, and of his works and ways; of his\ : 
providence and goodnels, and of the -bafenefs of atheiftical 
thoughts. Would chriftians thus meet and exchange words and 
notions, they might build up one another ; they might heat and 


inflame one another; and they might ftrengthen and encourage 


 gne another as the brethren did St. Paul. And have we not an 
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exprefs command for this duty of conference ? ‘* Thus fhall ye 
fay every one to his neighbour, What hath the Lord anfwered : 
And, What hath he fpoken,” Jer. xxiii. 95. 
About the year 1677, the awakening fermons of Dr. Horneck, 
and Dr. Woodward, together with the morning lefiures of Mr. 
Smithies at Cornhill, were eminently owned in the converfion of 
many young men. “ Thefe,” fays Dr. Woodward,* ‘ foon 
found the benefit of their conferences one with another, by 
which (as fome of them told me with joy) they better difcovered 


their own corruptions, the devil’s temptations, and’ how to coun. 


termine his fubtle devices, as to which each perfon communicated 
his experiences to the reft.”” 

It is worthy of remark, that in-moft revivals of religion, there 
has feldom been much perfecution, till the wicked recovered from 
their amazement, and faw their neighbours reproving them by 
inftru€tion and example. So it happened to thefe Societies. 
Early in the reign of James the II. when the court was crowded 
with papifts; through the mifreprefentations of fome fufpicious 
perfons, or falfe brethren ; they fo far were expofed to its jealoufy 
as to be obliged to fubftitute the name of club for that of fociety 3 
and to remove from their beloved retirement to a room ina 
Coffee-houfe. Thus, while they employed the wifdom of the 
ferpent, they retained the innocence of the dove. A fecond ftorm 
alfo fell upon them from the bifhop of London; but when his 
Jordthip became better informed, he f{pake of them in very favour- 
able terms: fo alfo did the archbifhop Tillotfon. 

Inflead of fcattering them, thefe perfecutions ferved only to 
invigorate their fauh, to unite their hearts, and to purify them 
from the lukewarm and lefs affe&ted members. ,They furvived 
every alfault, till she death of their worthy paftors: But when the 
fhepherds were removed, their fheep were {cattered. 

“The fecond of thefe Societies was formed by the late venerable 
Mr. Wefley. In 1738, he returned from Georgia, and preached 
in moft of the churches of London, what were then called new 
doétrines : viz. the forgivenefs of fins, and juftification by faith. 
Many were awakened, and claffes were formed almoft in a fimikir 
manner to Dr. Horneck’s. None of thefe worthy men had any 
previous defign of doing this ; but were led ftep by ftep, accord- 
ing to the providence of God. The latter, was intending to 
return to his fellowfhip at Oxford; but while he was detained to 
preach in town, feveral perfons who had been awakened by his 
fermons, came to him for advice and comfort. At length, he 
judged it moft convenient for himfelf, and profitable for them, 
io defire them to call together on Thurfday evening.. The firft 
night he was met by twelve perfons ; and after finging and prayer, 
he enquired into the flate of their minds, and gave them advice 
one by one. This is the fimple form of a methodift clafs, which 
has continued invariably the fame to the prefent day. After this 
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was known, Mr. Welfley faw himfelf furrounded by three hun- 
dred perfons, who earnefily requefted him to take the charge of 
their fouls. It was then, that his eyes were opened to difcaver 
his duty, from which he never departed for more thax half a 
century, till he had finifhed his courfe with joy. 

That God, whofe wifdom, power, and goodnefs, aré fo confpi- 
cuous in all his works, has amply provided for the inftru€tion of 
man, by divine revelation, and for his direG&lion and comfort, by 
the grace of bis Holy Spirit. It is through thefe facred mediums, 
that we difcover the greatnefs of his love in the gift of his Son 
Jefus Chrift; the doftrines of atonement and reconciliation; the 
neceflity of regeneration and holinefs ; and the delightful profpeét 
of alife to come. It is here we difcover, that the eternal Jeho- 
vah, is our proper happinefs and enjoyment for ever. 

Now it will readily be granted by every intelligent chriftian, 
that, as man has need to be tanght the doétrines of truth by reve- 
Jation ; fo he has need to be direéted in praétice, by the experience 

_ of others. We have much reafon to blefs God, who conde- 
fcended to our weaknefs and caufed the holy Scriptures to be 
written in a perfpicuity and fimplicivy exceeding all other writings j 
they are not, however, clearly underftood by a mind juft rifing 
above the corruptions of fin, and the blindnefs of nature. No- 
thing has ever affe€ted me more, than to hear the experience of 
fome who were converted to God, before they had any other 
affiftance, befides the facred volume; efpecially when I hive cons 
fidered, how much they fuffered from little things, which an 
experienced perfon could have removed by a fing'e word. Men 
of the flrongeft underflanding and fineft imagination, are not lefs 
exempt than thofe who are more ignorant and dull. Whatever 

_ be their natural, or acquired abilities, they have every thing to 
learn concerning their chriftian warfare, and the operations of the 
Holy Spirit. And though the fermons they hear be praétical, 

_and happily fuied to the congregation at largé: yet may thé cir 
cumftances which moft diftrefs them be overlooked, or being but 

little acquain'ed with fpiritual things, they may not diftinély 

_ apprehend the do@irines intended for their inftru€tion and comforts 

_ All that enter ona religious courfe, are expofed to a world of 

_temptations and fears, which greatly retard their progrefs, and not 

-unfrequently turn them out of their way. Sometimes it is repre- 
fented to them, as very hard, that they fhould be deprived of all 

_the pleafures and enjoyments of life, and expofed to the frequent 

“ridicule and con:empt of their colleagues ; that the goodnefs and 

mercy of God are {uch as to render it perfeétly fafe to defer their 

repentance till a later period of life, or till they be more difen- 
gaged from company and bufinefs. Finding, at other times, great 
terror of confcience, and a fenfe of God’s difpleafure, they imz- 
gine that their day of grace is paft, that their fins are irremiffible, 

-becaufe they have violated all their vows and pious refolutions ; 

-er, that having finned wilfully after receiving the knowledge of 

Vou. XLX, March, 1 eae aes the 


ae The Communion of Saints. 


| “the truth, there remaineth no more facrifice for fin. So they fall 
“from prefumption to defpair. And their cafe is the more deplora~ 

ble, as none that could afford them genuine affiflance, are ac- 

“quainted with their fecret diftreffes. Frequently, indeed, they 
bave formed the laudable refolution to afk advice of fome wife 
and experienced perfon, and they have been as frequently deterred 
by fear and fhame, or by the confideration of their paft incon- 
ftancy. 

There are few men under the ceconomy of the gofpel, who 
have nct felt repeated conviétions for fin, and. ftrong defires to 
repent and turn to God: but, as the tender bloffoms difplay their 
beauty at noon, and are nipt at night by the chilling froft; fo are 
thefe pious refolutions extinguifhed by the fnares of company, oF, 
by a relapfe into fome pleafing and befetting fin. And it is gene- 
rally acknowledged, by thofe who have overcome at laft, that had 
their good impreflions been feconded by the company and counfel 
of wife and f{piritual chriftians, their converfion would have taken 
place at a much earlier period than it did. Mr. Baxter, alter 
Jong experience and the matureft refleGtion, was fo perfuaded of 
the neceflity of fuch af ftance, as to recommend it to all penitents, 
in the moft prefling terms. -‘* Never, fays he, expeét that all thy _ 
books or fermons, thy prayers or meditations fhould ferve thy 
turo, without the advice and counfel of thy paftor ; for that were 
devifing to prove God’s officers needlefs.to his church. If thou 
be an ignorant or an unconverted finner, go to thy minifter, and 
enquire what thou muft do to be faved: and if thou live where 
there are none who are thus able and willing to direét thee, re- 
move if thou can, to them that-are.”’* An expreffion of the. 
celebrated Oftezvald, is fomewhat ftronger : ‘ It is certain,” fays 
he, “that multitudes perifh for want of laying themfelves open 
* to their fpiritual phyfician.”+ ~ Pcie 

_ As for thofe who have already experienced a work of regene- 
ration, who have often tafled the delights of religious converfa- 
tion, and can refle& upon them, as on the mott pleafing interviews 
they have had with mortals; few arguments, I fhould think, 
would be wanted to invite them to the weekly clafs-meeting, or 
to induce them (fuppofing they belong to other communities) to. 
inflitute thefe focial means among one another. It muit be app2- 
reut to every candid mind, that if a communication of experi-. 
ence was neceflary to afliftand dire& us when we firft came to 
God, it is ftill nece{fary to confirm us in him, to quicken our: 
devotton and to invigorate all our graces. - Admonition is, there+ 
fore, more requifite than conviflion. And, as we all feel a ftro 
p openfity to hear the experience of others; as we with to be 
informed how their fcruples were removed, their difficulties fur- 
mounted, and their paflions fubdued; as we with to partake of 

- their joy, to fhare in their woe, and to know-whether our own 
fate be confonant to the ftate of, others, or wholly peculiar to. 
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ourfelves ;' Iam the more encouraged to hope that this litde per- 
formance will not be altogether unattended with fuccels. . 

When we hear people {peak their own experience, there is 
fomething in their voice and manner, which affeéts us with fuch 
a degree of fympathy, tendernefs, and convi€tion of their fince- 
rity, as cannot be communicated to the mere reader. When the 
underftanding and heart intereft themfelves on fo momentous,a 
fubje&, the tongue employs an eloquence which the greateft adepts 
in biography are unable to imitate. It follows of courfe, that 
Mutual communion can have no finer models, nor does it require 
a ftronger recommendation than thofe excellent and en‘ertaining 
books which all ages have received with avidity, and whofe authors 
they have ever confidered with veneration and refpe&t. And the 
Virtuous motives which have indaced men of real delicacy, to 
write and publifh their experience to the world, is alone, a motive 
fufficient to induce us, fo far to follow their example, as to do it 
in a verbal manner, and within the limited {phere of our more 


_ intimate friends and daily companions, 


It muft be acknowledged, notwithitanding, that when we firft 


invite the newly awakened to join as in the ufe of thefe focial 


means, they moftly feel an inconvenient degree of bafhfulnefs 
and timidity: but this is no argument whatever againft their utility, 
as we feel much the fame fenfations when entering on fome new 


_€ngagements of life, or when firft introduced into the prefence of 


our fuperiors. Mutual communion notwith{tanding, is fo far 


_ from offering any violence to our feelings, that the want of it has 


ever been confidered as a great infelicity. This may be clearly 
proved from a faét which is univerfally known and univerfally 
received. In all ages, the faithful, unbiaffed by cuftom, or 
prompted by command, have opened an epiflolary. correfpons 
dence, and from time to time have communicated to each other 
the whole of their experience. Hereby they have enjoyed every 
bleffing both of moral friendfhip and focial piety, which their 


- diftant fituation would admit. There are now extant in every 


chriftian tongue, an infinite variety of fpiritual letters, which 
form one of the beft and fimpleft branches of our theological 
writings; which decifively evince, that a communication of expe. 


_ rience is congenial to thé avowed feelings of every chriftian ; and 


yet we mutt acknowledge, that it is neither fo pleafing nor advan- 


_ tageous to do it by letter, as in the prefence of one’s friend, and 
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accompanied with all the endearments of religious fociety. 


[ To be continued. | 
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A thort Account of the Experience and happy Death of BetTy 


* Watsn, of Bolton, in Lancafhire. An d/raelite indeed. 
Bo WALSH was born at Manchefter, in the year 1713). 
Her father removed from thence to Bolton in 1715, and 


2s foon after brought all his family to that place. As her parents 
ee S 2 


attended 
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attended the fervice of the Church of England, they’ brought her 
up in the fame way. From her childhood the was refrained from 
the heinous crimes which are but too common in the world, and 
her condu& was ftriétly moral. It appears from the teftimony of 
thofe who knew her, that her natural temper was very amiable, 
which rendered her a pleafing companion. In 1738, fhe entered 
into the marriage flate with Ellis Walth of Bolton, by whom fhe 
had ten children. 

Before fhe became truly religious, fhe confidered it to be the 
higheft dégree of enthufiafm, for any one to profefs to know the 
forgivenefs of fins. However fhe frequently heard the Methodift 
preachers, for feveral years before her converfion. At one Watch- 
night in particular, when Mr. Wefley and Mr. Grimfhaw were 
prefent, the word greatly affeed her, and the good impreflion 

continued for-fome time, but it partly wore off again. She then 
wifhed to perfuade herfelf, that going to Church would do. On 
New-Year’s-day, 1765, fhe went to hear Mr. John Nelfon preach: 
“Under his fermon her good impreffions returned; and as he was 
exhorting the people to renounce the devil and his works, and 
begin to ferve the Lord in the new Year, fhe refolved to follow 
his advice; and from that time began to meet in clafs among the 
Methodifts.. In the month of March following, fhe was admitted 
into the fociety by Mr, Thomas Johnfon. At that time fhe 
deeply felt the neceffity of obtaining from God the pardon of her 
fins, and with contrition and humility fought the Lord with her 
whole heart. In September, 1766, the Lord gave her a clear 
fenfe of forgivenefs, She was then labouring at her daily employ- 
ment, and wreftling with the Lord in fervent prayer in her heart, 
when he fpoke peace to her confcience, and filled her with the 
grace of aflurance and love. At the fame time fhe had the follow- 
ing words comfortably applied to her mind, “ Whatfoever is born 
of God overcometh the world: and this is the vitory that over- 
cometh the world, even our faith.” She then called in fome of 
her religious neighbauts, to tell them what the Lord had done for 
her ; and could experimentally fing the following lines: 
For me the Lamb of God was flain, 
For me the Saviour died; 
His blood, that cleanfes every ftain, 
By faith I feel applied. 


T call the Great REDEEMER mine! 
Redemption’s joy I prove ; 

And with a confidence divine, 
I triumph in his Love, 

Formerly fhe fuppofed this experimental knowledge of the 
divine goodnefs to be “ enthufiafm ;” but now fhe proved it ta 
be real chriflianity, producing love, joy, peace, and a conf{ciouf- 
nels of ber acceptance through the Beloved. I do not hear that 
fhe ever loft her peace of mind, and confidence in the Lord, from 
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this time to her death. She fteadily attended her clafs, and was a 
patiern of diligence in the means of grace. As her temper was. 
naturally amiable, religion rendered it more abundantly fo: fhe 
was a pleafing and profitable companion, greatly beloved by thofe 
who knew her. Her trials were many, but of thefe the made no 
complaint; by perfevering faith and patience fhe overcame, and 
in her whole condué adorned the gofpel of God her Saviour. 
When fhe had been in the fociety about eight years, her hufband 
died: they had been married thirty-five years. “After the death of 
her hufband fhe, and her only remaining daughter, lived together, 
The daughter truly honoured and loved her mother to her laft 
moment. 
In Auguft 1788, her long affliftion commenced. She had a. 
refage of this trial, and fen: for a religious friend, whom fhe 
informed that a very heavy affliftion was coming upon her. Being 
exhorted to truft in the Lord, fhe anfwered, “ I have no fear as 
** to myfelf; the Lord will enable me to bear what he fees fit to 
“ lay upon me; all my fear is, the weight I fhall bring upon my 
** daughter.” But the Lord made this ealy, by giving ilrength 
for the day; fo that there were no complaints either from the 
mother or daughier through the whole of this complicated trial. 
It latted feven years; the whole of which time fhe was confined 
to her bed, It began with excruciating pains, which increafed to 
fuch a degree, as to produce frequent faintings, which had a great 
refemblance of death. Yet in all thefe agonies of pain, not one 
difcontented word was ever heard to proceed from her lips. Her 
mind was calmly flayed on God, and perfeét patience appeared to 
poffefs her foul. With the violence of pain and long confinement, 
the finews, and joints of her knees grew fo ftiff, as to render it 
impoflible to bend them. She had tome intervals of eafe, but 
very little fleep, when fhe could get three or four hours in the 
twenty-four, fhe confidered heifelt highly favoured. What but 
real religion could produce patience, relignation, and even joy, 
in fuch a furnace of affli€tion! Thefe fhe had in a very eminent 
degree. Her only defire was, that fhe might come forth as gold 
well refined, and be fully purified to meet her Lord. 
In July 1793, the faid to her friends, ‘‘ I have had fo glorious 
** a manifettation of the love of God, that my tongue cannot 
‘* exprefs it.” And added, ‘* My beart is filled with life, love, 
** joy, and peace.—1I have no condemnation; I know that I am 
i“ accepted through the Beloved. i can with humble confidence 
declare, through the tender mercies of my God, thet I have: 
* yidtory over the world, the flefh and the devil ; I long to be 
«© diffolved and to be with Chrift.” Tbe Lord continued to afford 
his gracious prefence and powerful fupport in all her painful trials ; 
and as affli€tions ebounded, her confolations abounded alfo, 
- On the 16th of December following, fhe had another remark- 
able manifeftation of the divine goodnefs: the faid, “ I have had 
-  fuch a glorious day, that I thought no mortal could have enioyed 
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« the’ like, on this fide eternity ; I never had fuch a day before! 
* Jt has been one of the days of the Son of Man!” In the 
évening of the fame day, after a little fleep, the enemy was per- 
mitted to affault her, but lifting up her heart to the Lord, the 
tetnptation was removed, and fhe was filled with joy in the God 
of her falvation. 

- T-vifited her feveral times, and always found her rejoicing in 
the Lord; the laf time I faw her was a day or two before her 
death, when fhe faid, “ Chrift is precious to me; I long to be 
* diffolved, and’to be with him; but my will is perfe€tly refigned 
“‘ to the will of God: He does what is beft for me,—and when 
** he hath fully completed his work in me, he will take me to him- 
e felf.” She expreffed herfelf much in the fame manner to many 
friends who ‘vifited her. Thofe who came to comfort her, gene- 
rally received’ great comfort themfelves, in heaiing her lively 
expreflions of the love of God towards ‘her. The day before her 
departure, fhe faid, “ I amas bappy as I can live on this fide 
“eternity :”” and fo continued, till fhe quictly fell afleep in the, 
Kord’on Suriday; September 27, 1795, 1n the 83d year of her 
age. By her own defire I preached a tuneral fermon from 2 Cor.. 
iv: 1y. Our light affli€tion, which is but for a moment, worketh 

rus’a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 
It is fomething rematkable, that for thirty years fhe was. 
obliged to’ ufe fpé€tacles; but inthe long illnefs which fhe en- 
dured her fight fo’ failed that fhe could not read with them, till 
two years beidre het deceafe, when her fight again returned, {fo 
that {he could readwithout the help of f{pe€iacles. ete > 
‘ Bolton, O&ober 27, 1795. Benj. RHODEs« 


MOTIVES t REPENTANCE 
{EXTRACTED FROM A LATE EMINENT WRITER] 
[Concluded from page 74.] 


N the brilliantfcenes of fplendor and magnificente, of luxury 
and’ diffipation,’ furrounded by the companions of his pléafares 
and the flatterers of his vices; amidff'the flahhe’ of wit and merri. 
ment, when all wears the face of gaiety and’ feftivity; the Proffi_ 
gate often reads his doom, written’ by thé handy whofe charattéers 
are indelible. Should he turn away his eyes from beholding' it, 
and fucceed .in the’ great work, during the’courfé of his revels” 
_yet the time willcome, when’ from’ feenes like thefe he muft’ 
retire, and be alone’: and then, as Dr. South ftates the queftion, 
in amanner not to be anfwered, “ What is all that aman’ cat 
enjoy in this way fora week, a month, or a yéar, conipared with’ 
what he:feels for one*hour, when his confeience fhall take him 
afide, and rate him by*himfelf 2 bia lea 
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There is likewife another hour which will come, and that foon 
—ithe hour when life muff end ; when the accumulated wealth of 
the Eaft and the Weft, with all the afliftance it is able to procure 
will not be competent to obtain the refpite of amoment; when 
the impenitent finner fhall be called—and muft obey the-call—to 
leave every thing, and give up his accounts:to his Max ER, of the 
manner in which he has {pent his time, and employed his talents. 
—Of what is jad by fuch, at that hour, we know not much. 
Care is generally taken that we never fhould. Of what is 
thought, we know nothing.—O merciful God, grant that we never 
May ! , 

It will ftill be alledged, perhaps, that inflances are not wantin 
of the worft of men, in principle and praSiice, going out of life 
with no lefs compofure than the bef. believe thefe inftances to 
be very rare indeed. But admit the allegation, that there are 
fome ; what do they prove? What can they prove? Why, cer- 
tainly, they can prove only that fuch perfons die in a ftate of 
ignorance, ftupidity, or judicial blindnefs, with hardened hearts, 
and feared confeiences. When the drunkard ceafes to feel in the 
morning the ufual pains and penalties of his laf night’s debauch, 
he fancies the ftrength of his conftitution has triumphed over the 

mifchief of intemperance, and that the bitternefs of death is paft. 
| Alas, poor man! The faét is, that his conftitution, by his ill treat- 

- ment of it, has loft the fenfe of natural good and evil, implanted 
in it for it’s prefervation; he has no longer that motive left to. 
reformation, and is therefore fealed up to perdition, which is 
coming upon him, fierce, fpeedy, and irrefiftible, like an armed 
man ! 
But however, by habits either of fenfuality, or infidelity, the 
con{fcience may be drugged, and laid afleep in this world, let it 
~ not be forgotten, that there is another world beyond this, in which 
it muft awake, to fleep no more. As touching the nature of thofe 
_ after-punifhments, they are fuch as will be infliéted, after the 
expiration of the day of mercy, by inexorable Juftice, and 
almighty Power. 
The good to be obtained needeth only to be mentioned in very 
few words.. The light of heaven fhining upon our tabernacle, 
_ the divine favour attending us and ours, through every ftage of 
_ our exiflence, fanétifying profperity, which by the difpleafure of 
_ God may be rendered a curfe, and turning adverfity itfelf into a 
blefling, while it becomes an inftrument to reétify the diforders of 
our minds, to. foften the few hard places remaining in our hearts, 
~ to fmooth and. lay even the little roughnefles in our tempers; thus 
_ gradually and gently preparing us for our departure hence, and 
: Seika us for the company, to which we are going, of “ the {pirits 
of juft-men made perfe@.’”— ; tN 5a mah! 
@++-The anfwer of a. good confcience, diffufing peace and fere- 
_ nity over ail the powers and faculties of the foul, refrefhing like 
the dew failing on the top of Hermon, exhilarating as the fra- 
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grance of the holy oil defcending from the head of Aaron; fweete 
ening the converfe of fociety, and the charities of a€tive life, and 
affording in retirement and folitude pleafures concealed from the : 
world around us, joys in which “ a ftranger intermeddleth not ; 
enlivening the morning, brightening the noon, and gilding the 
evening of our days; effeéting what is fo difficult to be effeéted, 
and what nothing elfe can effect, at once making lite pleafant, and 
death defirable, as leading to fomething fill fuperior to all we feel 
bere below.--- 

-.-The reward in heaven, the glory that fhall be revealed, to be 
known only when it /hall be revealed, the blifs without alloy, and 
without end, which he cannot conceive who has not experienced, 
and which he who has experienced can find no human language 
able to. exprefs> : 

Such evil is to be avoided, and fuch good to be obtained, by 
repentance, that plank remaining to a fhipwrecked world, on 
which alone we can efcape to the haven of reft. All have finned, 
and therefore, in order to be faved, all muft repent. It is furely 
the leaft they can do; and to thofe who do this, through faith in 
the blood of Chrift purifying the confcience from fins paft, and 
the power of the Spirit.of Chrift,fupporting and carrying them 
on for the time to come, exceeding great and precious promiles, 
are made in every part of Scripture. 

Some fhort Rules for the condu& of our repentance: 1. Séefle 
not convictions. The world, through all it’s viciffitudes, natural, 
political, and moral, the cafualties of youth, and the increafing 
infirmities of age, js full of warnings and admonitions. Day 
unto day fheweth this fpeech, night unto night uttereth this know- 
ledge. We hear, but refolve to forget, Many of the employ- 
ments and moft of the amufements of life are engaged in, that 
man may fly from himfelf, and from his own thoughts: Attend 
to every fuggeftion of this falutary kind, from what quarter foever 
it may proceed ; attend, and flight it not. It is the voice of Gop 
calling you to repentance. Liften and obey. _ . 

2. Be ferious. The fubje& will caufe any man to become fo, 
who confiders it as he ought todo; who refleéls, what fin is in 
the fight of God, what forrows it oceafioned to the Son of God, 
what deftrution it hath brought upon the world, and is about to 
bring upon himfelf, «nlefs prevented by a timely repentance. 
Memorable are the words of a great ftatefman of our own, when, 
becaufe he feemed penfive and thoughtful, towards the clofe of 
his days, fome court buffoons.were fert to divert him. ‘“ While 
we laugh, all things are ferious about us. God is ferious, when’ 
he preferveth us, and hath patience towards us. Chrift was ferious 
when he died for us.. The Hely Spirit is ferious, when he ftriveth 
with us. The Scripture is eas, when it is read before us.» 
Sacraments. are ferious, when they are adminiftered to us. The 
whole creation is ferious, in ferving God and us. Angels are 
ferious above, while they wait for our converfion. Evil fpirits 
are feriqus below, in endeavouring to effe& our defiruftion--- 
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And fhall Man not be ferious, who of all other creatures hath 
moft reafon to be fo ?” 

3. Be frequent in confefion. The Church enters upon her 
fervice with it in public, and every one fhould do the fame in 
private. If you feel not that warmth of devotion you could wifh 
to feel when you begin, you may experience it before you end 
your confeflion. The very repetition of proper fentiments in 
proper language will produce the affe@tions which they are in- 
tended to exprefs. Begin, as an aft of obedience to him who'has 
affured us, that, “if we confefs our fins, he is faithful and juft 
to forgive us our fins.” Such an a&@ of obedience may be re- 
warded with every thing elfe that is neceffary---* This I had, 
becaufe I kept thy commandments.” 

4. Refolve /peedily. Fruitlefs is forrow for having done amifs, 
if it iffue not in a refolution to do fo no more. And in forming 


. this refolution, no time is to be loft. He who doth not refolve 


to-day, will be much lefs difpofed to refolve to-morrow. Pro 
craftination in many cafes is dangerous ; in this it is often fatal. 
5+ Renew your refolutions daily. _Elfe will they be foon for- 
gotten, and confequently never carried into execution. It is the 
intereft of the paflions that they fhould be forgotten. Cares and 


_ pleafures will be apt to efface them; temptations will return, and 


prevail ; a relapfe will be the confequence; and all the work muft 
be entered upon anew, with difficulties increafed, ftrength dimi- 
nifhed, and courage appalled. To prevent this from happening, 
no better method can be devifed, than every day to renew the 
impreflions once produced, : 

But after all—'s Except the Lord keep the city, the watchmen 
waketh but in vain.” It is he who granted repentance unto life ; 


_and it is he who alone can perfeét the good work, when it is 


begun in us. To him therefore let prayer be made, without 
ceafing, at morning, and at evening, and at noon day, and that 


inftantly.” 
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A fhort Account of James Cuim ey, of Riverbridge, neat 
Howden, in Yorkthire, who died April 20, 1795, in the s4th 
year of his age. 

AMES CHIMLEY was born Ofober 26, 1782, at Wins 
terton, in Lincolnfhire, where his parents were members of 


the Methodift fociety. In 1791 they removed to Riverbridge, 
where James was put to fchool and made a good roficiency in 
his learning. Early in the Year 1794, he broke off from playing 


with his f{choolfellows, and declared to them his wifh and deter- 
‘mination to turn to God. His mind was drawn heavenward, and 
his heart gradually prepared to receive the offers'of mercy. On 
Eafter Sunday, at a prayer-meeting, (according to an account of 
the work by my worthy predeceffor, Mr. Mather *) he was made 
= _-* Arminian Magazine for 1794, vol. xvii. pa: 651+ 
Yor, XIX. March, 1796. T deeply 
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deeply fenfible of his guilt, his mifery, and danger ; he earneflly 
cried for mercy, and was foon enabled to believe from his heart 
that Chrift died for his fins, and rofe again for his juftification. 
The love of God was fhed abroad in his heart, which conftrained 
him to declare what God had done for his foul. Praife and 
thank{giving to the Moft High dwelt upon his tongue; while his 
foul breathed compaffion to all menkind. 

From that time, he continued remarkably fteady and unblame- 
able in his whole condu&. He never neglected any opportunity 
of hearing preaching, or meeting with chriftian friends in order 
to help one another in their way to heaven; but as he found a 
fenfe of his acceptance with God in a prayer-meeting, he had a 
particular attachment to thofe opportunities where prayer and fing- 
ing filled up the whole time fpent together; and often returned 
from them full of peace and joy in believing. 

Two things, I prefume, greatly contributed to his ftability, | 
viz. a conflant care to fhun unprofitable converfation, and a dili- 
gent reading of the Scriptures. Whenever he was proyidentially 
in company with profeffors, or prophane perfons, if any thing 
was faid contrary to truth and ferioufnefs, he modeftly reproved 
the perfon, and if any one perfifted, he left the company as foon 
as poflible. Tbe Scriptures were his delight : every vacant hour, 
and almoft every leifure moment, was fpent in reading the Bible. 
There he found his judgment informed, his miftakes correéted, 
his faith ftrengthened, his expeétation enlarged, and his love to 
God and man inflamed: and this endeared the word of truth to 
him beyond all defcription. Nor did he ever lofe his relifh for 
that word which had made him wife unto falvation, through faith 
in Chrift Jefus. 

When he faw others fall from their ftedfaftnefs, he never ap- 
peared to ftumble at it in the leaft, but rather was more earneft in 
prayer to God that he might be preferved from turning back again 
to folly, and his defire in this was gracioufly fulfilled. He kept 
his confidence in God, and retained that peace which thé world 
cannot give ; and though he fenfibly felt his want of entire holi- | 
nefs, and mourned on that account, yet he was happily preferved 
trom giving up what he had, becaufe he had not all he wanted. 
The great Salvation held forth in the pad meters the obje& 
of his defire and purfuit: daily did he plead the promifes of God 
for a renewal of foul in righteoufnefs and true holinefs ; nor did 
he plead in vain, for in November laft, the Lord fet his foul at 
full liberty. From which time his peace flowed like a river, and 
wi o Sie Sal abundant than before, earn 
_ In February aft, his health began to fail, but not his confid 
in God. He ftill thewed an ake fubmiffion to the divine Will, 
whether life or death fhould be the iffue of his illnefs. On 


“Tuelday, the 31ft of March, his father was taken ill of the fcarlet 


fever, which took him off on the Saturday following. Wh 
James was informed that his father was aed he atked, Was he 


pie 7 ; happy 


An Account of James CurmMiey. 139 


happy in his foul ?”” One who had been praying with his father, 
replied, Yes; and afked James if he could give him up? 
Spe the greateft compofure he anfwered, “I can freely give 
im up.” 
During his own illnefs, he fpake very litile unlefs in anfwer to 
any queftions afked him; yet difcovered at all times an entire 
acquiefcence with the will of God. On Saturday the 18th of =, 
Apmil, I went to fee him, and afked him, if he then enjoyed 
the peace of God? To which he anfwered, “ Yes: ” I afked 
him, if he had any fear of death ? To which he replied, “‘ No: ” 
_ The next morning I vifited him again, and found him calmly 
rejoicing in God, and patiently waiting for his change, without 
the leaft fear of death or hell. Early on the following morning, 
the perfons who watched with him perceiving fymptoms of death 
upon him, they called the family together and two or three friends, 
who united in prayer and praife: The dying youth feemed to re- 
ceive frefh vigour, and cried out “ Glory be to God! Glory be 
to God!” He then called his fiflers to him, and with the mot 
affe€tionate concern, faid to them, “ Ah fifters! be in earneft.” 
To one of them, who had proteffed to have fome ferious impref- 
fions, but had turned back to the world, he faid, *“* Ah fifter, 
“* what a fad thing will it be, if I fhould have to fay, amen, to your 
* damnation! ”’ Soon after, while one of the friends then pres 
 fent was afking him, if he found Jefus precious? he anfwered, 
_ * Sweet, fweet, Oh that I might go juft now!” and inftantly 
_ leaned back his head and died. 


I judge it may be proper here to notice a double extreme 
which fome of our own people are in danger of, as well as others, 
refpefting the prefent revival of religion amongft the Methoditts. 
Some old members of our fociety who have long known the 

_ favour of God, and evidenced living faith by the fare fruit which 
_ it produces, have found it, at firft, hard to believe that there is 
any thing genuine in the forrows or joys of thofe who have been 
brought in, on account of the noife and apparent confufion which * 
- have attended fome of the meetings; of courfe they have not 
heartily clofed in with the revival, nor exerted themfelves to the 
uttermoft to promote it. While others in the fimplicity of their 
heart, believe every thing to be genuine, and every one that is in 
_forrow and afterwards appears to be comforted, to be truly con- 
verted to God. It feems probable, that the truth lies betwixt 
_thefe: and therefore for any perfon to oppofe every thing that is 
‘irregular, or borders on what fome may call confufion ; orto con- 
_demn all in the lump, feems to be not only far from the fpirit of 
the chriflian, but even below the condu& of a candid jew. Aéts 
wy 38, 39. And to fuppofe that every one who profefles a change 
of heart, is really converted to God, is more than the Bible calls 


us to believe 
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What then is our duty ? To hope the beft; to cherith every 
plant of grace, and affectionately to caution, inftru& and advite 
all that have the {malleft defire after God; to fufpend our judg- 
ment where any thing is doubtful; and where there is an evident 
mixture, cautioufly to check that which is wrong, without hurting 
what is of God. That there is a blefled and glorious work of 
God, though attended with fome irregularity, I no more doubt | 
than that of my own exiftence. The holy life, and happy death 
of James Chimley is one proof, and there are hundreds in this 
Circuit who have been gathered into Society in this revival, 
whofe condu& is every way an ornament to their profeffion, 
This is efpecially the cafe in Hull, where our old leaders are 
hearty in the work, and as fathers, care for thofe who are newly 
added to theirvclaffes. May the Lord carry on his own work, in 
his own way, till the whole earth is filled with the knowledge of 
his glory ! 


__ Riverbridge, July 18, 1795. James Woop. 


er » in Germany, in the Year 1791. 
HE fufferings of the Proteftants on account of their religion, 
in the Catholic countries, are fo difpraceful to humanity, 
that they almoft appear incredible. The mileries recorded by hif- 
torians, which were occafioned by the repeal of the Edi& of 
Nantz, in France, are fufficiently known, but the calamities fuf- 
fered in Germany, though lefs known, have been no lefs fhockin 
and difgraceful to thofe who caufed them. Thoufands of Protef. 
tants have emigrated from the Palatinate alone, many of whom 
fled to America, where they {till form a numerous and refpeétable 
body. But this is not the only country in Germany where the 
Proteftants have been obliged to leave their homes, and feek their 
fortunes abroad. In the year 1731 no lefs than thirty thoufand 
emigrated from the Bifhoprick of Saltzburg, or were rather driven 
from their native country, without any other reafon being given 
than becaufe they were Proteftants. The Edi& was iffued ta 
~November, and only fourteen days allowed for their departure. 
At the expiration of the time, the foldiers drove them in troops 
from the towns and villages. The greateft part of them were. 
fuflered to take nothing with them, except the clothes upon their 


backs, although many were poffeffed of confidera 


able property. 
Remontlrances were made to the Emperor and Archbifhop on the 


fubje&t, both by the Proteftant body, and feveral foreign powers, 
but in vain. The King of Pruffia, as foon as he heard of their 
cruel fate, gave them a general invitation to occupy the waite 
countries of Pruffia, where no lefs than feventeen thoufand of 
them a€tually fettled. Subfcriptions were immediately opened in 
all the Proteftant countries; London alone raifed upwards of 


“thirty. 
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thirty-three thoufand pounds; Holland, Denmark, and all the 

Proteftant countries and cities in Germany, were proportionably 

liberal. The accounts given by feveral writers, of the reception 

they met with in the different places they pafled through in their 
route, is much to the honour of their Proteftant brethren. The 
firft troop of them, which accepted of the King’s offer to fettle 
in Pruffia, amounted to three thoufand, who were provided with 
paffports, and proteéted as his fubje€ts. They began their jour- 
ney in the middle of the winter. “At Augfburg, an Imperial city 
of the mixed religion, the Catholic magiftrates - refufed them ad- 
mittance, and fhut the gates of the city againft them; at laft, 
however, the Proteftants prevailed, and lodged them in their 
houfes, In the countries of Anfpack, Bayreuth, and Saxony, 
they were treated with the greateft benevolence: indeed, their 
diftreffes, their orderly behaviour, and the caufe of their fuffer- 
ings, feemed to attra& univerfal pity. Many princes even opened. 
their houfes, and received hundreds at a time to their tables, 
thinking it an honour to have it in their power to be kind to fo 
many poor people, who were fo unjuftly perfecuted. The Count 
of Stollberg-Wernigerode gave upwards of nine hundred of them 

a comfortable dinner in his palace, In many places, carriages 

were provided for the fick, the aged, and the children, * The 

Duke of Brunfwick ordered them to be treated in the moft liberal 

. manner ; the fick were provided with wholefome medicines, and 
their other neceffities relieved. In moft of the towns which the 
went through, they marched in regular order, and ufually attended 
divine fervice in the churches, where the clergy adapted their 
fermons to the occafion, and raifed a fub{cription to fupply their 
wants. 3 TRE. 

_ A letter from Leipfic gives the following account of their 
arrival: “* We have juft been witnefs to one of the moft affeting 
f{cenes imaginable. Upwards of two thoufand Proteftant emi. 

' grants, driven from their homes, and deftitute of the common 
neceffaries of life, have fought fhelter within our hofpitable walls, 
As foon as the news of their approach arrived, at leaft ten thou. 
fand of the inhabitants went out to meet them. The weary pil- 
grims were of all ages. and defcriptions : the healthy and fick, 
women labouring with child, and infants hanging at the breaft, 

_ folicited the pity of a weeping crowd. Some were bent with age, 
and fupported by their children; others had prattling infants in 
their arms, who were ftrangers to their mifery, and innocently told 
their little tales, pleafed with every objeét they had met with. 
The money that was given them feemed but a bauble to play with; ~ 

_ while others were almoft dead with hunger and fatigue, They 

were met at the gates by the Clergy, and entered the city in a 

_ tegular proceflion, finging one of Luther’s hymns, In the mar- 

_ ket-place they halted, and were quartered by the magiftrates in 

- the different inns, and ather houfes of the town; for every family 
feemed to vie with each other in hofpitality and eee 
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On Sunday they affembled in the Church, and a colleétion was 
made at the doors. Many of the rich merchants fubfcribed a 
thoufand dollars each. There was fcarcely a fervant, or an appren- 
tice boy, who did not contribute his part; and even the womeh — 
took the handkerchiefs from their necks, and their aprons, to give 
to the grateful wanderers. Their-departure was ftill more affe&t- 
ing: the citizens confidered them as friends, with whom they 
were to part, to meet no more. Each of them gave fome token’ 
of remembrance; and provided them with bibles, clothes, and 
even waggons to carry the fick and helplefs.” 

The accounts from the other towns are nearly fimilar. At 
Halle, a lady who heard the fermon at the Church, took a gold 
necklace from her neck, and put it, with all the money in her 
pocket, into the plate at the church-door. At Wittenberg they 
were received with every mark of honour; the Univerfity went 
out to meet them, and the Reétor addreffed them in a manner 
fuitable to the occafion. The inhabitants received them at their 
tables, and made colle&tions, not only in their churches, but 
from houfe to houfe. ‘‘ Our poor guefts,” fays-a Wittenberg 
Profeffor, “ whom we thought it an honour to receive where 
Luther firft préached the doftrines, for which they are obliged to 
abandon their native homes, have experienced the greateft hofpi- 
tality. The ftudents have contributed all they had to their relief ; 
and many of them have f{carcely left themfelves a coat, or change 
of linen. The whole town and Univerfity, when they went 
away, attended them as far as the river Elbe, where they joined 
with them in prayer and finging ; the young noblemen even took 
the infant children in their arms, kiffed them, fhook hands in the 
moft friendly manner with the reft, and parted from them with 
tears.” 

- When they paffed through Potzdam, his Pruffian Majefty came 
out to fee them. As foon as the Saltzburg emigrants beheld their 
benefactor, they could no longer be prevailed upon to keep their 
ufual order, but flocked around his perfon; the orphan children 
hung about his knees, kiffed his hands and clothes, and many fell 
at his feet with gratitude. The King immediately ordered them 
to be quartered at the inns, and to be provided with comfortable 
food, and whatever elfe they flood in need of, at his own expence. 
At Berlin, and all the other places they went through, they met 
with a reception equally hofpitable ;_ and in Pruffia, where they . 
fettled, they were indulged with their fall liberty, and provided 


with every thing neceffary for their eftablifhment and future 
‘welfare. es 


[Dr. Dornford’s tranflati f Pat ara “ 
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Meditations on the daily proofs which Gop gives us of his 
PROVIDENCE. 


NT So to acknowledge the hand of Providence, but in extraor- 
dinary cafes, is to betray our ignorance, and our weaknefs, 
Tn the ordinary courfe of nature, things offer daily, which ought 
to excite our attention, and our admiration. The prefervation of 
our life, if we refle&t’on the feyeral caufes and effeéts which com- 
bine for that purpofe, is no lefs wonderful than the refurre@ion of 
the dead. The only difference between them is, that one hap. 
pens but feldom, while we every day witnefs the other. This is 
the reafon it does not ftrike us more fenfibly, or raife our admira. 
tion as it would otherwife do. Undoubtedly, my own experience 
ought to convince me fully, that a divine Providence watches over 
the prefervation of my days. I am not certain of a fingle moment 
of my life; athoufand unknown and latent caufes may haften the 


end of it, chill my blood, or ftop my breath. Alas! I feel but 


too well how incapable 1 am of preferving my life, or of remov- 


- ing fuch and fuch infirmity, or danger, with which I am threatened. 


Subjeét to fo many wants both mental and bodily, I am thoroughly 
convinced, that, were it not for the tender mercies of God, I 
fhould be a very wretched creature. The union of my body and 
fou], their reciprocal and continual a€ting on each other are incon- 


- ceivable, and neither depend on my will or power. The beating 


of my pulfe, the circulation of fluids within me, goes on with- 
out interruption, and without my being able to contribute to it in 
the fmalleft degree. Every thing convinces me that my faculties, 


my ftate, the duration of my exiflence, does not depend on my, 


will: It is Gop, who by a fecret and almighty power, maintains 


_ in me ftrength, motion, and exiftence. If my breath is not yet 


ftopped ; if my blood ftill circulates ; if my limbs have not yet’ 
loft their a€tivity; if the organs of my fenfes have preferved their 


_ play; if, in this inflant, I have the faculty of thinking, and the 


ufe of my reafon; it is to Gop alone that I am indebted for it. 
But, why do I refleé fo feldom, and with fo litle gratitude on 
the daily ways of Providence? Ought not the refleétions which 
now offer themfelves, to have always been imprinted on my 


~ heart? Ought I not, at leaft, every morning and evening of my 


; 
a 


: 


life, to meditate on the benefits of my Creator; admire and bleis 
him for them ? How juft that I fhould do fo? and that, by this 
homage, I fhould diftinguifh myfelf from the infenfible brute, 
from thofe creatures who have not received the faculty of conten 


_ plating the works of God? 
Divine Preferver of my life! teach me to contemplate wor- 


q 


. 
. 
- 


favour, however fmall it may be, may I feel the value of it; may 


thily the miracles of thy. goodnefs. Make my mind capable of 
that rapture which the foul of the patriarch experienced each time 


that he refleéted on thy works: And when thou granteft me a — 


it 
fou _ 


. 
Ul 
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it lead me to glorify thee, to acknowledge that Thou art the only 
fource of the happinefs of man. 

O mof merciful God! I return thee thanks for every fource of 
yoy and comfort which thou haft opened to us to foften the evils 
of life. With what goodnefs thou throweft a veil over the future 
evils which are. to happen! while, on the contrary, thou givelt a 
diftin& view of the bleffings defigned us. Without hope the 
earth would be a vale of mifery, and our lives a feries of forrow 
and pain. But thou haft given us hope, as an agreeable compa- 
nion through our pilgrimage. When all around us is gloomy, it 
opens for usa chearful profpeé of futurity, which revives, and 
enables us to walk with content through the forrowful paths of 
life. How often, O heavenly Father! haft thou raifed my dejeéted 
heart, and ftrengthened my courage when ready to fail me! I blefs 
thee for every ray of light which has animated my foul ; for every 
bleffing received, and for all thofe hereafter referved for me. 
What words, indeed, can exprefs the great hopes I may indulge 
as a Chriftian! Praifed be thy mercy, 6 divine Redeemer! which 
has entitled me to expe& a felicity, not confined within the nar- 
row limits of this life. Praife be to thee for the bleffed hope 
thou haft given us of eternity. What would this life be without 
it! What would be the happinefs of this world, if we could not 
enjoy the delightful profpeét of everlafting life, of eternal happi- 
nefs! Since we have this glorious hope, ought we not to reckon 
as nothing the evils of this world? What matter how long and 
fevere the winter of our lives? Let us hope for {pring. Let us 
await the renewal and perfe€tion of exiftence in the world to 
come. 
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An extract of a Letter from a Gentleman at Kerfs, near Stock- 
holm, in Sweden, O€tober 17, 1795, to his Friend at London. 


I Stayed two months with my brother at his country feat: after- 
wards I went to live here for fome time with my aunts, the’ 
fifters of my deceafed mother: They are four unmarried ladies, 
who live together in retirement: They are dead to the world, and 
alive only to Chrift. I remember to have fpoken to you of them 
while I was in England. In their houfe I received the firft im- 
preflion of the good Word of God. This Worn is now all my _ 
ftudy, and all my entertainment; I have moftly left reading all 

other books of inftruétion, and keep clofe to the Word of God; 
particularly the New Teftament; that blefled Book and Inimi- 
table! Though I know much of it by heart, yet the perufal of it 
is alway frefh to my mind. I often find new light in paflages, 
which I have read ever fo often before.-:- have a great deal in 
creafed my knowledge in the Greek ; reading moftly the original 
__ Gofpels in that tongue. = Ah! my dear friend, what are immenfe 
_ niches, compared with the profufion of good things our heavenly 

, . _ Father 


.¥ 


» Pather has given to our fouls in this life-giving Word; through the 
Holy Spirit, Weare ftill far from knowing how to reach and 
ufe all the Treafures that are to be found in that Book. The Holy 
Spirit enlighten us. That is the only aid to be depended upon ; 
and.therein we underitind, no more than what is given to us: 
and though the moft unworthy, and the moft wretched of crea- 
tures in myfelf, yet the Grace of our deareft Lord Jefus, has 
abounded unto me. He came into the world to fave finners, that 
is my confidence. Through him we have accefs by faith to God, 
and we rejoice in hope of nothing lefs than the Glory of God, 
that ape not. Be ye imitators of Chrift.-.-O! may I prac- 
tice benevolence to all around me! Let my ability, like the fame: 
ful river-waters, refrefh the weary, fupport the fainting, heal the 
wounded, and give verdure to the barren foul ! Though abforbed 
in fuch indulgences ;* never, O never permit this foul, which 
thou haft created for thy(elf, O Father of Spirits! to think itfelf 
at reft, till it fhall find itfelt, fweetly compofed in thy Bofom! 
Your letter, and rich poem, which you flile “ The effufions of 
Divine Love,” tend to affe&t and animate me, to this pitch,— 
- You folemnly fing ; 
“ Then make my heart of love divine the Throne, 
; Or furnace kindled by thy love atone. 

As iron-bar bright flame imbibes 

And glowing fhines with fire it hides : 

So may thy beams all film remove : . 

And fill my foul with chafteft love.” Sa 

Again ; 
* Whate’er Ifee, as mirror bright, 
iw Refle€ts my lover to my fight : 
My heart. all objefts to hiar raife 
As fteps to the Creator's praife,” 


And you conclude with; 


** Thy face, 
To view: then join’d with thee above — 
Shall I myfelt pafs into Love.” 
Fail nat to communicate with, &c. &c, ie. nae. 
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My dear Friend, Briflington, - 1777. 


2 OU fhould have heard from me, if fome times want of 


. fpirits to hold a pen, and for fome. days, wap of paper, 
‘Had not ftood in the way of my inclination. Now T have paper, 
anda degree of ftrength, how can I employ both better, than ia 
trying to fulfil with my pen the great commandment, which cons 


Vor, XIX, March, 1796. +7 tains = 
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tains my duty to God and my neighbour ? But what can a pen da 
there? It can jut teftify what my heart feels:—That no words 
can defcribe, what I owe to my heavenly Beneta&tor, to m 
earthly friends, and to you in particular, who have had fo muc 
patience as to fland by me, and bear a fhare in my burdens, for 
{o many months at home and abroad, . c 

What fhall I fay ? Thanks be to God for his unfpeakable gifts 5 
——for Jefus ;—for the Spirit of Jefus ;—for the members of Jefus’s 
myftical body ; and in particular am I bound to return thanks for 
thofe, who have miniflered, and ftill do minifter to my wants, 
and fhare in my infirmities. Your meek humility forbids my fay 
ing, that among the many, who, for Cbrift’s fake, have debafed 
themfelves fo far, as to take up my crofs with me, and help me 
to bear it after my Lord, you ftand in the firft rank, and the firft 
fruits of my gratitude are due to you. Simon of Cyrene bore our 
Lord’s crofs by compulfion: You have borne that of the moft 
waworthy of his fervants without compulfion: and now, what 
fhall I render ?—A filent tear whifpers, 1 can render nothing. 
May the merciful, faithful God, who has promifed, that a cup of 
cold water given to the leaft of his followers fhall not lofe its 
reward,-e-may that omnipotent God, who fees you in all the flates” 
of weaknefs, which await you between the prefent moment and 
the hour of death, give you all, that can make your life comfor- 
table, your trials tolerable, your death triumphant, and your 
eternity glorious ! 

What Lafk tor you, Lalfo peculiarly beg for your dear brother 
and fifter, who have vouchfated to bind fo dry, fo infignificant (I 
had almoft faid, fo rotten) a flick as myfelf, in the bundle of that 
love, with which they embrace the poor, the lame, the helplefs, 
the loathfome, and thofe, who have their fores without, as Laza. 
rus, or within, as I. May we all be found bound up together in 
the bundle of Life, Light, and Love, with our Lord! And when 
he fhall make up his jewels, may you all thine among his dia- 
monds of the fineft water and the firlt magnitude ! os. 

You want pofibly to know, how I go on. . Though I am not 

,worth a line, I fhall'obferve, to the glory of my patient, merciful 
Preferver, and Redeemer, that I am kept in fweet peace, and am 
looking for the triumphant joy of my ‘Lord, and for the fulnefs’ ‘ 
exprefled in thefe words, which f{weetly filled the fleeplefs hours 
of laft night :--- a 

** Drawn,---and redeemed,---and feal'd, 
I blefs the One and Three; _ as 
With Father, Son, and Spirit fill’d 
To all eternity,” . 


With refpe& to my body, I fleep lefs, and {pit more blood than 
I did, when you were here: nor can I bear the leaft trot of an 
ealy horfe, If this continues many days, inflead of thinking tq, 
go and {ee my friends on the Continent, I pl turn my fleps ta, 
aa f 
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My tarthly home, to be ready to lay my bones in my church-yard : 
and in fuch a cafe, I fhall put you in mind of your kind promife, 
that you would do to the laft the office of a guardian angel,+--hold 
up my hands in my laft conflié, and clofe my eyes, when it is 
over. Two of my parifhioners came to convey me fate home, 
and had perfuaded me to go with them in a poft-chaife; but I had 
fo bad a night before the day I was to fet out, that I gave it up. 
My profpeéts and ways are fhut up, fo that I have nothing to look 
at but Jefus and the grave. May I fo look at them, as to live in 
him, my refurreMion and life ; and die inall the meeknefs and holi- 
nefs of my Lordand my all! I humbly requeft a continued intereft 
in your fervent prayers, that I may be found completely ready, 
when my Lord’s meffenger fhall come for my foul. Adieu my 
dear friend. God blefs and reward you, Iam, your moft affecs 


tionate friend and brother, i he 
The Right Hon. Lady MARY FITZGERALD. 
Honoured and dear Madam, Madeley, O&, 21, 1777. 


: 3 it honour of your Chniftian letter humbles me, and the 
idea of your taking half a dozen fteps, much more that of 
your taking a journey to confult fo mean a creature, lays mein 
the duft. My brothers and fifters invite me to breathe once more 
my natal air, and the phyficians recommend to me a journey to 
the Continent, I wait for the laft intimations of Providence to 
determine me to go. If I do, I fhall, probably, pafs through 
London, and in that cafe, I could have the honour of waiting 
upon you. I fay, probably, becaufe I fhall only follow my 
friend, and a ferious family, which goes to {pend the winter in 
the South of France, or in Spain: and I do not yet know, whe- 
ther they defign to embark at Dover, or at fome port in the Weft 
of England. They have all taken a journey, and at their return, 
I hall know their determination, and be able to fix the time, when 
I might have it in my power to wait upon you, Madam, either at 
our houfe, or at our dear friend’s in St. James’s Place. 
With refpeé to the hints you drop in your leuer, concerning 
r external circumftances, I find it upon. my heart, to fay, 
Abide in the ftate in which you have been called, till Providence 
makes a way for you to efcape out of what may be contrary 6 
our new tafte. Your crofs has changed its nature with your 
eart; and we may, in fome cafes, be called to take upa worldly, 
__as well as a heavenly crofs. Jofeph and Mofes did fo once in 
Egypt, Eftherin Sufa, Daniel in Babylon, John the Baptift at. 
' Herod’s court, and our Lord in the houfe of the rich Pharifees 
Some great end, to yourfelf, or to others, may be an{wered by: 
_ patiently bearing your worldly crofs, till it be taken from you, oryou 
are removed from under it. Continue to make it matter of earneft 
prayer to know the will of God cate you; and whilft your 
eye watches the motions of thie provide ¢loud, and your heart: 
| ozs Ua liftens 
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liftens for the Lord’s call, endeavour to keep your will ag an event 
balance.at his feet, that the leaft grain of intimation---cléar inti- 
ination from him, and the leaft diftin@ touch of the hand: of 
Providence, may turn the feale either way, without refiftance on 

our ‘part. «Being thus fully perfuaded, you will do and fuffer 
all; with the liberty and courage of faith. ‘ 

- You have been affliéted, as well as dear Mrs. G. ‘Mrs... and 
myfelf, May our maladies yield the peaceable fruits of righteouf- 
nefs---complete deadnefs to thé world, and increafed faith in the 
mercy, love, and power of Him, who fupports under the greateft 
trials; and can-make our extremity of weaknefs, an opportunity 


of difplaying the freenefs of his grace, and the: greatnefs of.his . 


power. -Give my duty and thanks to them, and tell them, that I 
falute them under.the crofs, with the fympathy of a companion in 
tribulation; and rejoice at the thought of doing: it, where the 
crofs fhall be exchanged for the crown. In the mean time, let us 
glory in the crofs of our common Head ; and firmly bélieve, that 
he is, exalted to give us whatever is beft for us, in life, in death, 
and for ever. ; 

“T-lave taken the bark for fome days, and it feems to have beer 
bleffed to the removal of my fpitting blood: Time will decide, 
whether it be a real removal, or only a fufpenfion of that fymptom: 
Fither will prove a‘blefling, as his will is our happinefs. To live 
fingly ‘to God, the beft method is to defire it in meekne/s; t0 
{pread the defire in guieine/s before him who infpireth it ;-to offer 


him zow all we have and are; @s we can; and to open our mouth ~ 


of expefation wide, that he may either ‘fill it with good things, 
With all his fulnefs, or that he may éry owr patience; and téach us 
to know-our total helpleffne/s. With refpeét to-the weeping frame 
of repentance; and the joyous one of faith, they are both good 
alternately ; but the latter is the better of the two, becaufe it 
enables us to do, and fuffer, and praife; which honours Chrift 
more: both are happily mixed. May they be fo in you, Madam, - 
and in your unworthy and obliged fervant, fi Fare 


To the Rey. De. CONY ERS. 
Hon. and Dear Sir, Macon in Burgundy, May 18,1778). 
‘ I Left orders with a friend to fend you a little book, called The 
~ Reconciliation; in which I endeavour to bring nearer, the 
children of God, who are divided about: their partial views © 
divine truths. I do not know whether that traét has. in: any 


ona anfwered its bh! ; but I believe truth cam be réconciled - 
with itfelf, anid the candid children of God one with» another: 


Q that fome abler hand, and more loving heart, would undertake 


: 


# 


to mend my plan, if it be worth mending, or draw one more 
agreeable to the word of God! My eyes are upon you, dear Sir, 
atid thofe who are-like minded with ydu, for this work} difaps 


Point me not of my hope, Stand ‘forth; and make way for req: 


conciling 
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contilitg love, by removing (fo far as lies in you) what is in the 
way of brotherly union. O Sir, the work is worthy of you! and 
if you faw, with what boldnefs the falfe philofophers of the Con- 
tinent, who arte the apoffles of the age, attack Chriftianity, and 
reprefent it as one Of the worft religions in the world, and fit on! 
to make the profeffors of it murder one another, or at leaft to 
contend among themfelves ; and how they urge our difputes to 
make the gofpel of Chrift the jeft of nations, and the abhorrence 
of all-fleth, you would break through your natural timidity, and 
invite all our brethren in the minifiry, to do what the herds do on 
the Swifs mountains, when wolves attack them ; inftead of goring 
one another, they: unité, form a clofe battalion, and face the 
common enemy on all fides. What a fhame would it be if cows 
and bulls fhewed more prudence, and more regard for union, that 
Chriftians and gofpel Minifters ! 
_ @ dear Sir, take courage! Be bold for the reconciling truth. 
Be bold for peace. You can do all things, through Chrift 
ftrengthening you; and as Dod&or Conyers, you can do mapy 
thifgs;---a great mafiy’ more tlian you think. What if you go, 
Sir, in Chrift’s name, to ali the gofpel minifters of your acquaint- 
ance, exhort them as a father, entreat them as a brother, and 
bring them, or as many of them as you can together; think you 
that your labour would be in vain in the Lord? Impoffible, Sir! 
O defpair not! Charity hopeth all things, and as Keipis faith, 
* It trieth: all things, and bringeth many: things: to pafs, which 
** would appear-impofhble to him, who defpaireth, hateth; ot 
** careth not for the fheep.” 

If you want a coach, or a friend to accompany you, when you 

o upon this ertand of love, remember there is a Thornton in 

ondon, and an Jre/and in Briftol, who will with you God fpeed; 
and’ make your way plain before you; and God will raife many 
more to concurin the peaceful work. Let me humbly intreat 
you togo to work, and to perfeverein it. I with I had ftrength 
tobe at Jeaft your poffilion when you go. I.would drive, if not 
liké.Jehu, at leaft with fomeé degree of cheerful fwiftnefs, while 
Chrift fmiled on the Chriftian attempt. But I am confident you 
can do all in the abfence, and without the concurrence of him 
who .is, with. brotherly love, and dutiful refpe&, Hon. and dear 
Sir, your obedient fervant in the gofpel, — deste = ae 


“ To Mr WILLIAM PERRONET. 


My dear Friend, | gle on Nyon, June 2, 1778. 


JHEN -I-wréte to you laft, I mentioned two Ladies of 
your family, who have married two brothers, Meffrs. 


| Moried:.” Since that time, they have requefted me, to fend to 


, 


your father the -enclofed memorial, which I-hope will prove of 


make> ’ 


af ff ae +8 


aafeto: your family. “As‘the bad writing and the language may. 
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make the underftanding of it difficult to you, I fend you the fubs 
ftance of it, and of the letter of the Ladies’ lawyer. 4 

. While I invite you to make your title clear to a precarious 
eftate on earth, permit me, my dear Sir, to remind you of the 
heavenly inheritance entailed on believers. The Will, the New 
Teftament by which we can recover it, is proved. The court 18 
juft and equitable, the Judge is gracious and loving. To enter 
into poffeifion of a part of the eftate here, and of the whole here- 
after, we need only believe, and prove evangelically, that we are 
believers. Let us, then, fet about it zow, with earneftnefs, with 
perfeverance, and with a full affurance, that, through grace, we 
fhall infallibly carry our caufe. Alas! what are eftates and crowns 
to grace and glory ? The Lord grant, that we, and all our friends, 
may chufe the~better part, which your brother, my dear friend, 
fo happily chofe. And may we firmly ftand to the choice, as he 
did, to the laft. My beft refpe&ts wait upon your dear father, 
your fifters, and nieces. God reward your kindnefs to me upon 
them all! 

_ I have had a pull back fince I wrote laft. After F left Mr. 
Ireland at Macon, to fhorten my journey and enjoy new profpeéis, 
I ventured ta crofs the mountains, which feparate France from 
this country. But on the third day of the journey, I found an 
unexpected trial ; a large hill, whofe winding roads were fo fteep, 
that though we fed the horfes with bread and wine, they could 
{carcely draw the chaife, obliged me to walk in all the fteepeft 
places. The climbing lafted feveral hours, the fun was hot, I 
perfpired violently, and the next day I fpit blood again. I have 
chiefly kept to goat’s milk ever fince, and hope I {hall get over 
this death alfo, becaufe I find myfelf, bleffed be God, better again; 
and my cough is neither frequent nor violent. 

This is a delightful country. If you come to fee it, and claim 
the eftate, bring all the papers and memorials your father can col« 
le€&t, and come to fhare a pleafant apartment, and one of the fineft 
profpeéts in the world, in the houfe where I was born. God blefs 
you, my dear friend! Believe me, Dear Sir, &c. juk 


To JAMES IRELAND, Ef; 
My dear Friend, Nyon, Sept. 25, 1778. 


I Am juft returned from an excurfion I made with my brother, 
through the fine vale in the midft.of the high hills, which 
divide France from this country. In that vale we found three 
Jakes, one on French ground, and two on Swifs; the largeft is 
fix miles long and two wide. It is the part of the country where 
induftry is moft apparent, and where population thrives -beft. 
The inhabitants are chiefly woodmen, coopers, watch-makers, 
and jewellers. They told me, they had the beft finging, and the 
beft preacher in the country. I afked, If any finners were cons 
verted under his miniftry? They flared, and afked, “ What I 


meant 


: 
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meant by converfion?” When I had explained myfelf, they 
faid, “ We did not live in the time of miracles.” 

I was better fatisfied in paffing through a part of the vale which 
belongs to the King of France. I fawa prodigious concourfe of 
people, and fuppofed they kept a fair, but was agreeably furprized 
to find it was three Miffionaries, who went about as itinerant 
preachers to help the regular clergy. They had been there already 
fome days, and were three brothers who preached morning and 
evening. The evening fervice opened by what they called @ cone 
Jerence. One of the Miffionaries took the pulpit, and the parifh 
Prieft propofed queftions to him, which he anfwered at full len th 
and in a very edifying manner. The fubje& was the unlawful- 
nefs and the mifchief of thofe methods, by which perfons of difs 
ferent fexes lay fnares for each other, and corrupt each others 
morals, The fubje&t was treated with delicacy, propriety and 
truth. The method was admirably well calculated to draw and 
fix the attention of a mixed multitude. This conference being 
ended, another Miffionary took the pulpit. His text was our 
Lord’s defcription of the day of Judgment. Before the fermon, 
all thofe who for the prefs could kneel, did, and fung a French 
hymn to beg a bleffing upon the word ; and indeed it was bleffed, 
An awful attention was vifible upon moft, and for a good part of 
the difcourfe, the voice of the preacher was almoft loft in the cries 
and bitter wailings of the audience. When the outcry began, the 

reacher was defcribing the departure of the wicked into eternal 
fre. They urged that God was merciful, and that Jefus Chrift 
had thed his blood for them. “ But that mercy you have flighted 
(replies the Judge) and now is the time of juftice ; that blood you 
have trodden under foot, and now it cries for vengeance. Know. 
our day---flight the Father’s mercy and the Son’s blood no 
onger.” I have feen but once or twice congregations as much 
affetted in England. . 

One of our Minifters being ill, I ventured a fecond time into 
the pulpit laft Sunday; and the Sunday before, I preached fix 
miles off to 2000 people in a jail yard, where they were come to 
fee a poor murderer two days before his execution, I was a little 
abufed by the Bailiff on the occafion, and refufed the liberty of 
attending the poor man to the {caffold where he was to be broken 
on the wheel. I hope he died penitent. The day before he fufe 


fered, he faid he had broken his irons, and that as he deferved to. 
_ die, he defired new ones to be put on, left he fhould be tempted: 
_ to make his efcape a fecond time. 


I rejoice with you in Jefus, and in the glorious hope of that 
complete falvation his faithfulnefs has promifed, and his power, 


_ can nevet be at a lofs to beftow. We mutt be faved by faith and. 


_ hope till we are faved by perfeé love, and made partakers of 


} 
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Iam truly a franger here. Well then, as {trangers let us gO 
where we fhall meet the affembly of the righteous gathered in 
Jefus. Farewell in him, you and yours, Ton Or 

LETTER from Mifs B. to Mifs M. 

Dear Sifter, , 1776, 

Ty you fpeak of your fate, I fully underftand : what 
you want, is an indwelling God: He will bring all with 
him: Fear not therefore, but plead the accomplifhment of that 
word, “I and my Father will come, and make our abode with 
him.” AJ is in Jefus, and he ¢s- yours by faith, O that from 
this hour you _may claim him as your own, He that hath bid 
you fay, “ My Father,” cbufes you fhould, in the fulnefs of the 
word, claim him as fuch. My dear friend, there is more im- 
plied in that word, * Claim him as your own,” than at firft you 
may imagine. Remember, in him all fulnefs dwells, and to him 
that believeth all things are poflible. Do you want to feel him 
our pardoning God? hear bim every moment renewing the 
oan proclamation, “ Him that cometh unto me, I will in no 
wife caft out; ” and bebold it fealed with blood divine. Do you 
want to feel his all-cleanfing blood, and to be enabled like Enoch 
to “ walk with God ?” Come to him then with holy boldnefs : afk 
that your joy may be full; hear him faying, “ If ye being evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
fhall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them. that 
afk him.” You may now therefore come with the utmoft free. 
dom, and caft your whole foul on that Saviour who is made 
unto you all you want. Thus ftrive every hour and moment to 
look unto him; and may you and I never forget, that believing 
views are transforming views. It is needful to bear on our 
mind, ‘* The wifdom of God is foolifhnefs with men.” The fim. 
ple way of Salvation by Faith is too low a ftoop for any but" thofe 
who are ftript of their own righteoufnefs: And yet they only are 
truly wife who learn this way. Let me recommend to my dear 
fifter, an earneft Jacob-like Spirit of Prayer. This power of 
Faith will fetch all from Jefus. You do not need Hotinefs to get 
Faith, but Faith to fetch down Holinefs into your Soul. lama 
blunt writer, and ufually fay, ina few words,- what is laid on my 
heart: and this I feel for you, Only believe, and yours is Hea- 
ven. God explain it to your heart!’ Oh! may he take your will 
and affe€tions, and fix them for ever on himfelf. “Whatever creat 
mountain flands between, Faith will fay, ** Be thou removed,”® 
and it fhall be done. Nothing exalts Chrift but Faith, nothing 
elfe fets the Crown on ‘his head. ‘Fear not then: “ See the Lord 
your keeper ftands, omnipotently near: ” his arm is ftretched out 
to fave., O may a fight of Chrift by Faith, prove to your foul, as 
the river of Jordan to the-lofty Syrian, who at length humbly . 

wathing became perfeétly whole, Lam, &c, 

LETTER 


pe 
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LETTER from Mrs. S. to Mifs M. 
Dear Sifter, » 1799. 


bie 1s not the talking a deal about religion that helps the foul fo 
{peedily forward, as a proper defcription of the ftraight way 
before us, in as concife a manner as poflible to put into language. 
God has fhewed you his willingnefs to fave, therefore the firft 


. mark you mutt aim at, is, a clear fenfe of pardon. But this you 
«can only retain, after it is given, by being refolute in your mind 


to hang upon God continually, refifting every unbelieving thought : 
keep faying in your mind continually, “ J will believe: I will not 
fear.” This you muft Keep conftantly in fight, till God fhines 
upon your foul, and then refolutely hold fal, and prefs after a 
| eee nearnefs to him. When he opens the way, we have then 

rength and power to take the kingdom of heaven by violence: 
but if we fhrink back and fay, 1 am not worthy;” we grieve 
the Spirit of God, let the opportunity flip, and find unbelief 
fironger than ever ; But even in this cafe, there is no other remedy 


but exerting the little faith we have left: To fall a reafoning 


about it, finks the foul into its.own weaknefs, fo that we find 
neither wll nor power to exert ourfelves, but grow harder and 
more carelefs, till we oblige God to fend fome alarming circum. 
ftance to quicken our diligence. 

Would we a& wifely, we thould refolutely caft out fouls upon 
him without a moment’s delay, faying, “ I will not let thee go 
until thou blefs me, and grant thy confirming Grace to eftablifh 
the Truth fo deep in my heart, that I may never give place to 
foolifh reafonings any more.” The only way to get forward, 
is to ufe the little Faith we have; andthe only way to rp i 
ward, is to perfevere in the fame exercife of faith. any I 
have known who attained faith by continually faying to the Lord, 
“ I will believe ;” and -ftill keep on in the fame way till they get 

‘their faith fo ftrengthened as to be able to lay hold on all the 
precious promifes of God. While we keep conftantly crying to 
the Lord, unbelief and evil reafonings cannot get in. The enemy, 
although he vex and hurry our minds at firft, yet he muft fly, if 
ae ae in calling upon the Lord, and all foolith reafonings are 

ept on, 

When we come to God, whether by fecret or ejaculatory prayer, 
‘we muft come with all the faith we can, expeéting that he will 
liften to our complaints, and is ready to fend an an{wer down into 

our hearts. | You cannot expeét too much from God, nor too 
little from man: But you muft hope againft hope. The Lord will 
try us, to fee whether we will continue to hang on him or not ; 
therefore never think of giving up, but fay with Job, “ Though 

he flay me, yet will I truft in him.” It is the hafle of -unbeliet 

Vor. XIX. March, 1796. a : Pals that 
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that makes~us fo ready to run away, (like an impatient beggar: 


without alms,) before we receive the Bleflings, which, perhaps, 
we have folicited with much earneftnefs and importunity. 
' ' Tam, &c. 
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An HYMN of PRAISE, 
From a View of Nature, occafioned by a 
MORNING’s WALK. 


ATHER of Mercies! Gop of Love! 
Whofe goodnefs brought thefe {cenes to light, 
Touch’d by thy hand, my lips fhall move, 
And praife thee for the pleafing fight. 


Thou deck’ft the fields and meadows gay 
~In rich variety of drefs ; 

Thy power fupreme, thefe fcenes difplay, 

And Gop the blowing flowers confels. 


The fmiling field and flowery lawn 
Their yielding fweets odoriferous fend, 
And bloffoms opening to the dawn, 
To Heaven their incenfe now afcend. 


Thou daily feeds the’ zrial throng, 
Their hittle wants engage thy care, 

For which they chant a grateful fong ; 
In warbling ftrains thy praife decjare. 


The lark, with lofty pinions prefs 
Th’ ambient air, exulting high, 

Thy bounteous hand he dare confefs, 
In fongs which pierce the azure iky. 


While others of the feather’d brood 
In humbler fphere their praife impart, 
And chirp from {pray to {pray their Gop, 
Andteftify a grateful heart. 


The fportive lambs on yonder green 
In playfome mood devote their days, 
And hail in mirth th’ returning fpring, 
And innocently bleat thy praife. 
In concert Nature feems to move, 
And all its various pow’rs combine, 
Acknowledging with grateful love 
‘* The Hand that made us is divine.” 
And fhall Ithen my Gop, difown ? 
. Shall filence clofe my lips and heart ? . 
Amidft this animating throng, 
Shall I forbear to claim a part ? 


*¢ Shall 


———— 


— 


San0 oF AT GR cy. 


*« Shall creatures of a meaner frame” 


Devote their every power to thee, 
And I not’ join to blefs thy Name 
For thy exalted Love to me? 


If thefe exult their Gop to own, 
Live to his Glory, {peak his Praife, 

Who never knew th’ incarnate Son, 
Or finful; ftood in need of Grace. 


Their fongs upbraid unthankful man, 
Whofe mercies are profufely given, 

For whom the great redeeming plan 
Was form’d, to raife him up to Heav’n! 


For this, the various Seafons roll, 
To beautify this living clod, 
And fmiling Nature gladdens all, 

To point the finner up to Gop. 


Then, Lorn, amidft thy creatures lays 
Accept my feeble, languid fongs ; 

With grateful heart I’ll join to praife 
That Goodnefs which my life prolongs. 


- Thine unfeen hands preferve and feed 


“ 


This brittle and dependent clay, — 
And rich fupplies whate’er I need, 
Or thou fees good, from day to day. 


Stretch out, my foul, thy feeble powers, 
And catch fweet Nature’s grateful ftrain, 

Unite with birds, and beafts, and flow’rs, 
And own and blefs the Hand divine. 


Yea, foar beyond their ftrains, my foul, 
And let thy echoing praife increafe ; 

In Faith and Gratitude extol , 
The wonders of redeeming Grace, 


Look to that bleeding Lamb! and love; 
Who purchas’d what I now enjoy. » 

Oh! may thy goodnefs, pzens, prove 
The fource of all my future joy. 


To thee, dear Lord, my voice I’ll raife, 
While gratitude infpires my fong: 
From day to day repeat thy praife, 
And while I live the theme prolong. 
W. M. 


On 


255 
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On feeing a young Man far gone in a Declines 


AREWELL, ye fweet and flowery fcenes. 
I take my laft long leave of you ; et 
Ye purling rills, and fertile plains, 
With all that’s gay, adien! adieu! 


The blooming tree, the leafy bower, _ 
May charm the man of health poffeft ; 

But none of thefe have got the power ~ 
To cheer the foul with ficknefs prefs’d. 


My fhort-lived pleafure fades each day, 
To me can earth give comfort more, 
When liealth and hope of life’s away, 
And death ftands knocking at my door? » 


The lone church-yard doth fuit me beft, 
Where the long grafs Tuxuriant grows ; 
There fhortly I fhall fleep at reft, 
And there my-weary eyes fhall clofe. 


O come, dear Jesus, with thy joys, 
And cheer my penfive drooping mind ; 

Make me forget departed toys, . — « 
And all my bleeding wounds upbind. 


Paint fair the blifs beyond the fkies, z 
Shew death.of ‘his. dread fling bereav’d ; 

Shew me, that tho’ I fall---I’ll rife, .. 
And tho’ ence lof, yet now am fav’d. 


Aberdeen, Aug. 18, 1795. Prous. 
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Of BEHAVIOUR in PUBLIC WORSHIP. 
E’ER let thy thoughts unheeding ftray, 
Nor wander in the world’s broad’ way; — 
Nor mingle with thy prayer-and praife’ 
The vain coneeit, the idle gaze. ; 
For others an example draw, 1 1 
Whilft love and reverential awe> - 
Shine forth in all thy outward trame, 
And inward piety proclaim. » 
With grief the carelefs-ones furvey, 
And for their fouls in fecret pray : 
All cenfure of their ways decline ; 
Till grace renew’d thee, fuch were thine - 
If others faults alone thou fee, ; 
Gop finds a dreadful one in thee ! 
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The Life of Mr. Joun Turriz, an Officer in the 44th regiment 
of foot, who died in Holland in the yeat 1794. By Mr. 
James ANDERSON. 


Y firft acquaintancé with Mr. Turriz, commenced in the 
year 1789, at the town of Ayr in Scotland, where the 
regiment to which he belonged was then ‘ftationed, and where I 
Was appointed to labour; it being the firft year of my officiating 
as an itinerant preacher. Here { had frequent opportunities of 
obferving his exemplary piety and uniform chriflian behaviour; 
both in public and private, which evinced him to be a man truly 
devoted to God. His family at that time confifted of his amiable 
confort, and two fons, with whom he never omitted the duties of 
focial religion, but daily exercifed himfelf with them in reading 
the Scripture, finging hymns, and prayer; nor would he fo much 
as eat a morfel of bread, without acknowledging the kind hand of 
his heavenly Father, and praifing. him for the mercy beftowed: 
He frequently met the clafs to which he belonged, and a divine 
unétion accompanied his affeftionate exhortations to the people. 
In the prayer-meetings he poured out-his foul in a moft fervent 
manner, not only for the Church of Chrift, and the little fociety 
to which he belonged, but likewife for the converfion-of thofe 
_ unhappy finners who had no fear of God before their eyes. 
His attachment to perfons of a religious charafter was fincere 
and difinterefted ; but efpecially the poor of the flock, claimed his 
_ notice and peculiar regard : The apoftle’s injunétion, “ Mind not 
high things, but condefcend to men of low eftate,”” he confcien- 
tioufly regarded; and when neceffary affairs required his prefence 
with perfons of opulence and power, he difpatched the bufinefs 
‘with all expedition, and returned with. fatisfa&tion to enjoy the 
converfation of the humble followers of the Redeemer. His _ 
converfation was not only lively and ufeful, but fpiritual and hea- 
_ venly, conveying inftruétion and adminiftering grace to thofe with 
whom he me ehe S And notwithftanding his condué appeared 
_ fingular in the eyes of the world, yet his genteel and manly de- 
_ portment, tempered with humanity and condefcenfion, gained him 
the efteem and affe&tion both of the officers and private men be- 
longing to the regiment. Since his death, I have heard fome of 
the foldiers fpeak of him with great affeftion, and in plaintive 
- Ktrains regretting his lofs. 1 
Vou XIX, April, 1796. my Mr. 
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Mr. Tuffie’s natural difpofition was lively and animated, which 
being regulated by the power of vital Religion, and ardent love 
to the Redeemer, made him appear with peculiar advantage when 
{peaking of the things of God ; and induced all his acquaintance 
who had a relith for Religion, to embrace with pleafure, every 
opportunity of enjoying his converfation ; becaufe there wee 
alway's fomething to be Jearned from him: And for my own part, 
I fincerely acknowledge, that I ever efteemed it a fingular privt- 
Jege to fit at bis-feet, and liften to his ferious, edifying difcourfe, 
He enjoyed a large meafure of communion with God: and altho 
‘when: in company he was attentive and obliging to every one, yet 
it was eafy to perceive that his heart was in Heaven, and that-he 
conftantly maintained a bleffed intercourfe and fellowfhip with his 
adorable Lord. 

Being brought up in the Church of England, he was naturally 
attached to its forms and ceremonies, particularly in receiving the 
Lord’s Supper... But when he came into Scotland, his good fenfe 
and piety foon gained the afcendency over the prejudice of edu- 
cation, and he gladly united with the people in partaking of the 
ordinance in their own way. Our chapel at Ayr had formerly been 
a large flable, but the mean appearance of the place was no :obfta- 
‘cleto him. He ardently loved the Word of God wherever he 
could bear it ; and the folemn attention he manifefted, indicated a 
mind employed in fecret prayer, that the Word might be blefled 
both to bimfelf and the people. ifesy 

It was his conftant method to make the beft ufe of every remark- 
able occurrence he met with, for the edification of thofe with 
whom he converfed. One Sunday evening while Mr, Jonathan 
Thompfon was preaching, a pious gentleman * was feized with:an 
apopleétic fit, and fell down by the fide of Mr. Tuffiez:: This 
awful difpenfation of Providence, Mr. Tuffie failed not to improve; 
both to his own advantage, and that of his fellow-travellers' to 
Zion, unpiefling upon their minds the fhortnefs of time, the 
uncertainty of our -exiftence here, and the neceflity of -béing 
always prepared to meet our God. | nth. aie 
| During Mr. Tuffie’s refidence in America, he frequently offici- 
ated as chaplain to the regiment, and preached to the foldiers, for 

__* This gentleman (Mr. Anderfon) had been a minifter in the Church 
of Scotland many years. He lived a few. days after the ftroke of apo- 
plexy, and notwithftanding he was. deprived of his fpeech, yet his 
{pirit and temper demonftrated him to be a Chriftian indeed, full of 
peace and love; and he died with a heavenly {mile on his counténancé 
‘expreflive of the complete viéory he ‘obtained, through Chrift, over 
fin, death, and hell, and “of that fullnefs of blifs he was going to 
len the cae 5 joa andthe Lamb. I afked Mr. Anderfon 
a few minutes before his deceafe, if he was h ? He anfwered. 
lifting up ‘his hand again and again, as if he valhehans pat bes a 
happy perfettly happy; and am juft now entering into the joy of 
my Lord,” eae Ay “RE ag 


2? 


; * the hand of Providence ; 


-& fately lodged in Abrabam’s bofom.” 


_« When I read it, (fa 


_« ype, in preferving me from t 
- been, expofed, and givin 


aa 
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whicli he ‘was well qualified, having not only an experimental 
knowledge of the ‘Truth, but likewiie a deep acquaintance with 


.the ‘Holy Scriptures, which were his daily ftudy and delight. 


Some of the foldiers, hé had reafon to believe, were brought to 
know themfelves, and the way of falvation by Chrift. Many and 
great dangers and difficulties, Mr. Tuffie had to encounter, while 
with the army in America. One time in particular, (as he in- 
formed me) he was fo parched with thirft, that he would gladly 
have given almoft any fum of money for a little waver, but could 
not obtain it. After fuffering great diftrefs, he was at length 
felieved by obferving in the footfteps of a horfe a little muddy 
water: he ftooped down, and- thankfully received the fupply 
which Providence favoured him with in his great neceffity. At 
another time, while the regiment were engaged with the enemy in 
a wood, and the balls flying thick on every fide, being much 
fatigued, he flepped behind a large tree, both to rett himfelf, and 
be fheltered from the infiruments of -death ; but no fooner had he 
taken this fation, than it was fuggefted to his mind, “* God can 
* preferve you in the open field as well as here.” Upon which he 
inftantly left the place, and had no fooner done fo, than a ball 
came whiftling through the air, and lodged in the very part of 
the tree where he had ood. ‘ Here (faid he) I could not but fee 
for had I ftayed one minute longer in 
** that place, I muft; in all probability have been a dead man.” 
_s When Mr. Tuffie returued to England, the veffel in which he 
etubarked was in the greateft danger of being loft ina dreadful 
form. “When relating this’ circumftance, he ufed to fay, “* My 
* chief concern at this awful moment, was for the everlafting 
« happinefs of my dear family: As for myfelf, I knew it would 


* only be a few flruggles in the water, and then my foul would be 
When My. Tuffie arrived 


im England, he met in clafs with the Methodifts at Tinmouth, (if 
I remember right); and as the renewal of the tickets happened at 
that time, he received one witb the following Scripture upon it, 
« Having obtained "help of God, I continue ‘unto this day :” 
id be) I was ftruck with amazement, as it 

fe: I felt my heart lifted up to the 
de for his unfpeakable goodnefs to 
he many. dangers to which I had 
me an opportunity once more of 

Chrift.” 

Mr. Tuffie with his youngeft fon, a 
d with the regiment for Holland, being obliged 
hind and part of his family. On this trying 
d his confidence in the Lord, and in one of the 
ters I received from him at that time, he,thus expreffes bimfelf: 
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< lowed me all my days, And bleffed be his Name, in him I now 
“ truft, and fhould be miferable without him.” Some months 
after he landed on the Continent, the Lord was pleafed to take 
him to himfelf after a few days ficknefs, at Arnheim in the pro- 
wince of Guelderland, “in Holland, where he was buried with 
military honours, and attended to the grave by his fon. His eldeft 
fon (likewife a lieutenant in the fame regiment) died in England 
on his way to the continent. When the account of Mr. Tuffie’s 
déath reached England, his wife was fo greatly affefted, that in 
all probability it haftened her death, which happened in a few 
days after, I have good reafon to hope, they are all three entered 
into the kingdom of Heaven, and are enjoying the bleffed pre- 
fence of God and the Lamb. From feveral officers who ferved 
in the fame brigade with Mr. Tuffie, I received information of his 
death ; and I doubt not, if I could have obtained a more circum- 
flantial account, it would have informed me, that as he had lived 
a life of devotednefs to God, fo he died full of faith and love,’ 
‘rejoicing in hope of a blefled immortality. 


Yarmouth, Dec. 29, 1795- JAMEs ANDERSON., | 


Mr. MATHER’s fecond Difcourfe on CHRISTIAN PERFECTION, 
[ Concluded from page 119. | : 


| the fourth place, I fhall endeayour to urge all Believers, not 
to ftop fhort of their privileges, but to go forward to per 
fettion: ; oe md 
1. You have feen, Brethren, whereunto you-are called 
Holinefs. . This is the mark fet you by he Eat himfelf, indies 
that you may have a meetnels for the inheritance among the faints 
in light, for he has declared, that without this holinefs you cannot 
fee him. Nothing unclean can enter the New Jerufalem. ‘That 
city and all its inhabitants are holy. There the Spirits of jut men 
are all perfe&t and holy. The hundred forty and four thoafand of 
the twelve tribes of Ifrael, there fealed, are all in virgin purity, 
The fouls of the Martyrs under the altar, are holy: The E a 
caft their crowns before the Throne, are all holy : avin tines 
out of great tribulation, they have wafhed their robes, and made 
them white in the Blood of that Lamb, to whom they afcribe all 
their falvation. The innumerable company, whom no man can 
number, are.all holy.. The four and twenty elders, who are before 
the Throne, are all holy. He that fittet upon the Throne, A 
_ perfe€ily holy: And fhall we alone, who are fo highly favoured 
as to be called to a featin that thrice holy place, be unholy ? - God 
forbid! We, who are fo diftinguifhed, as to have pie lovin 
land, where the Gofpel is fo fully and clear] preached ? ea 
Holy Spirit fo largely poured out ? and the melfen gary of God f 
_ maluipked? Vz, who are allowed the high privilege of heating 
; aah | et es 5 82) both 
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both of living and dying witneffes of holinefs? Shall we, my 
beloved Brethren, live and die unholy ? Yea, and flatter ourfelves, 
that we fhall obtain Heaven, unhely as we are? Or, which is 
worfe, if worfe can be,—Shall we fuppofe, that Death, the article 
of death, the paffage through death, fhall do that for and in us, 
which Sermons, Prayers, Faftings, Watchings, Sacraments, Com- 
munion of Saints, Searching the Scriptures, Hearing of prophe- 
cies, covenants, and the Gofpel, could not do! Yea, which the 
Life, the Death, the Refurreétion, the Interceffion, the Blood, 
the Spirit of Chrift, Faith in him, Love to him, and the higheft 
Encouragements to expeft every fpiritual blefling from him; and, 
above all, the Power of God in Chrift, exerted in the foul of 
man, never could do! O ftrange idea! O fad delufion! To fancy 
Death fhould make us holy, when ail the/e could not! And that 
in one moment it fhould effe&, what years of living in fellowfhip - 
with God, never could! Let others leave it to that awful moment, 
to that dread change, to do this for them. But do not ye, who 
believe the Scriptures, expeét death to.do more than its own work, 
feparate the foul from the body : this indeed it is appointed to do; 
but you no where read in your Bible, that it was ever prophefied, 
promifed, or covenanted, that death fhould fave the foul from fin! 
Had it been fo, we fhould, no doubt, have been dire@ed to be- 
lieve in, depend upon, and rely alone on #, in order to be made 
holy ; and not be pointed to the Life, Death, Refurre&tion, Afcen- 
fion, and Interceffion of the Lord Jefus! To Death, and not to 
the renewing, transforming, comforting influences of the Hol 

Spirit, fhould we have been inftruéted to look for the root and 
perfe&tion of Holinefs! And all the cautions and dire€tions afford. 
ed us, refpeéting our living inthe Spirit; Walking in the Spirit ; 


Through the Spirit mortifying the deeds of the body, that we 


might live: Not quenching or grieving the Spirit, by whofe re- 
newing operations on our minds, we are led to prove, what is that 
good and acceptable will of God: All this, I fay, fhould on this 
ground have been written of, and applied to Death! The Purifier, 
---Death! The Soul’s Reftorer,---Death! And to this, and not to 


_. the Power, the Truth, the Faithfulnefs. of God, fhould all our 


views of holinefs have been direéted! But as we are not fo dire&tedy 
we wil! continue to look for all from God through Cbrift, and 
‘through faith in his atoning Blood. Itis this alone, Brethren, 
which can purge the confcience from dead works, that we may 
ferve the Living God in that righteoufnefs and holinefs he expeéts 
of.us, all the days of our life. We will. expeét, that beholding, 


_ asin the clear mirror of the holy Gofpel, the great defign of God 


5 


_ in fending his only-begotten Son into the world, even to deliver . 
ps from the hands of our enemies, for the exprefs purpofe of our 
_ fo ferving him in holinefs and -righteoufnefs : We will expect, 

that the end will be fully accomplifhed before death; and that, by 


fo viewing his Glory, we fhall be changed into the fame image, 


from glory to glory, as by. the Spirit of the Lord, and not by the 


pains 


\ 
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pains, of death, We will alfo avail ourfelves of the gracious 
defign of God, manifefted in giving us the exceeding great and 
poe promifes; and expeét here fo to partake of the Divine 
ature, as to-efcape all the pollutions-of the world, while living 
in. it, and obtain the deflru@ion of’ the moft latent arid fecret luff: 
So fhall we yield obedience to his-commands, in our ftate of trials 
As we all know that this flate is ended, when death puts’a period 
to our exiftence here; therefore, whatever is requifite to enable 
us fo to obey, muft be done while that obedience is pra€ticable. 
But it is neceffary, that we fhould Jove the Lord our God with all 
our heart; that we fhould love our neighbour as ourfelves ; that 
we fhould love our enemies in the manner preferibed by our Savi- 
our in his Sermon on the Mount. Yet, this cannot be done, 
unlefs the Lord our God circumcife our hearts; unlefs he take 
the ftony out of our hearts, and give us the heart of flefh; unlefs 
he cleanfe us from all our filthinefs and from all our idols, It cari 
only be effeéted x the old man’s being fo put off, and the new fo 
put on, that we become renewed in rigfiteoul[nefs and true holt- 
nefs, after the image of him that created us. Hence we conclude, 
that this is the work of A/e, not of death; that it can only be. 
performed by the agency of the Spirit of God} not by any agonies 
of death; that to afcribe it to Death, is to difhoncur God, fob 
Chrift, reje&t the Holy Spirit, and fet afide the Scriptures: It 
defrauds the Chriftian of his greateft privilege; encourages him 
in indolence; and renders it impoflible for him to-anfwer bis .cha-, 
rater as the Salt of the Earth, and the Light of the World. — It 
effe€tually provides for, what a great man calls, a Death-purga- 
tory, and fo endangers, greatly endangers his eternal falvation! 
. Thefe to fume may feem hard fayings, ---‘* giving no quarter to 
Jin, tndolence, &.” To others they may appear to have litle or no. 
foundation either in Scripture or Reafon: but not to you, my. 
Brethren, who have otherwife learned Chrift than thofe who ats 
tempt to rob you of the brighteft jewel in your Chriftian crown; 
even Hobieble, and your Redeemer of ‘his greateft glory, pte 
being a Saviour from fin: and God of the praife and glory of his. 
Grace, fo richly provided for you, and fo freely befLowed upon 
ee thro’ his Son. For ye have heard him, and have been taught 
y him, as the truth isin Jefus: even the truth which is according 
to godlinefs: namely, That Chrift is made unto us, not only wit 
dom and Righteoufnefs (wherein ye likewife glory,) but Sanétifica. 
tion and Redemption alfo: Redemption, not only of your body. 
from the grave, but of your foul from a// iniquity. Hereby you 
become zealous of all good works here ; and men beholding them, 
glorify God in your behalf, as having fo made. the tree of | our 
corrupt nature good, that the fruit is alfo good... Yea, Pn Se 
is fo abundant, as‘fully proves, that your Root,---Chrift, was. not, 
rottennefs, nor ye yourfelves withered branches, cut off from him 
the trae Vine, and fo liable to be burned : but that you are living 
branches of the living Vine, bearing much fruit, that your Fatheg 
may 
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may be glorified by you here. And when he rewards you, and aif 
faithful fouls; with a--- well done,” the reward fha'l be propor- 
tioned to “your works of faith and labours of love. And if he 
fhouid make you ruler of ten cities, you will find no difficulty. in 
cafling that Crown before him, who loved you and wathed vou 
from your fins in his own Blood; and fo -made you meet to be 
kings and priefls unto God and the Lamb for ever | 
O then be not ye deceived; who know, that God is not mocked, 
but that every man muft reap as he fows. .Do you then fow to 
the Spirit of holincfs, and fo thal! you reap life, yea, everlafting 
life! ft 
~ For God’s fake, let no man decéive you with vain words: and 
mone can be more vain than the following, —* You cannot be 
** holy. here : pei feét here: Sin -mauft -remain in you, till death 
“ purge you from it by demoltthing the walls of this earthly ta- 
“ bernacle: We cannot live without fin. We all fin. We 
* mut fin, that we may know Chrift more precious, &c.” And 
will you, my dear friends, Jet thofe who {peak fo, rob you of your 
crown | caufe you to believe a lie, and not the God of eternal 
truth? Surely, you will’ not ¢hus fuffer your eyes to be put out, 
your fouls to be thorn of their firength, and yourfelyes to be 
chained to grind in the mill of indwellin s fin’ all your life long, 
and after fo many proofs of the power 0 God, and the efficacy 
of Divine Grace, as you have enjoyed! Have you not been ena- 
bled to lay your foundation on the Kock, and to make fome pro 
ficiency in the fpiritual life? And will you now fubmit to have 
the glory of finifhing your falvation given to death, and not to 
Chrift?- Will you, who have fo often’ fung, fweetly fung, “QO 
to Grace how great a Debtor!” now change your note, and fay, 
“I thall be indebted to death for finifhing my falvation : death will 
make an end of all my indwelling fin, and bring in-an everlafting 
righteoufnefs:- Death will circumcife my heart, and perfeét me 
in holinefs and love?” There would have been a proper affinity 
between the fong of the glorified Saints, and yours, had you con- 
tinued imploring him, whofe Almighty hand. of Grace had laid 
the foundation of your building, to bring forth the top- fone, 
“ fhouting, Grace, Grace unto it.” But now to make the whole 
harmonize with any tolerable concord (whatever difcord it may at 
the fame time occafion in the grand chorus) you muft break forth 
and fhout, ‘‘ Death, Death, to the top-ftone! For by Death, I 
am -wafhed from my fins! I never could be a complete Conqueror 
_of all my inbred enemies, till Death got unto me the vi€tory ! Till 
then, I was prevented from being a Prieft unto God. But Death 
has shag lomied the chains from off my heart; and has broke the 
tyrannical yoke of inbred fin, which I had in vain fo long groaned 
under. He gave mea full and glo: 10us conqueft over the world 
im every form when I -was-no longer in it ; and. over the Creatures 
-_ of every fpecies, when:I was utterly incapable of ufing or enjoy- 
J oa ae And then I could make an offering, a free, full, uns 


divided 


a. 
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divided offering of my heart to God ; and confecrate all my time}, 
when time was’ no more, to him! Therefore, Death is worthy 
to receive bleffing, and honour, and glory, and power.” 

The more this error is confidered, the more monfirous its ab- 
fardity will appear, and the greater our neceffity to prefs after ho- 
linefs through Grace: and the more need we have of being guard~- 
ed againft every enemy, left we be hindered in running the race 
which is fet before us and at laft lofe the prize, even after we 
have entered the lifts, and flarted for it. To prevent this dreads 
ful mifcarriage, go forward, from ftrength to ftrength, till ye ap- 
pear before God in Zion. Slack not your pace. Fall not from 
your own ftedfaflnefs._ Avoid not only the errors of the wicked, 
but. guard againft profeffors themfelves, when they oppofe the 
do&trine of holinefs. See that ye grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of your Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, in all his offices, 
and in all his benefits and defigns. To affift you herein, ‘* Add 
to your faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and to knowledge 
temperance, and to temperance patience, and to patience godlinefs, 
and to godlinefs brotherly kindnefs, and to brotherly-kindnefs cha» 
rity :” fo fhall you not be fhort-fighted, but fee afar.off ; and being 
fenfible how you were purged from your old fins, even by faith in 
Chrift, you fhall abound in every grace of theholy Spirit, and re- 
gain the whole image of God. And thus being prepared for the 
approach of that meffenger, who, though he cannot fit you for heag 
ven, yet is the gate you muft pafs through to the everlafting kings 
dom, into which an abundant entrance fhall be adminiftered to youe 

That you mifs not .the prize, bear in mind the fad examples of 
unbelief noticed by St. Paul in Heb. iit. 16.—18; and attend. 
very carefully to the inference and exhortation in the firf verfe of 
the fourth chapter. Let that fear of coming fhort of the promife; 
(or rather promifes, for they are many,) left you, of entering into 
this reft of holinefs here, quicken you to diligence, in the ufe of 
all the means, and the full exercife of every grace, efpecially. 
faith ; that it may fully appear, that you do not fo much as Jeem 
to come fhort of what is promifed and’ prepared for you. Let 
every day demonftrate that you are followers of thofe who already 
inherit the promifes, through the. uninterupted exercife of faith, 
and of invincible patience. Nay, you muft not abate your dili. 
gence, till you have attained the fall affurance of hope, which is 
juftly fuppofed to be a higher Chriftian privilege, than even a 
renewal in holinefs. In fhort, you muft not abate your diligence 
but continue ftedfaft even unto the end. So fhall you, my beloved 
Brethren, under the influence of this gracious principle of holy 
fear, follow the advice of the Apoftle, “ Let us cleanfe ourfelyes 
from all filthinefs of flefh and fpirit, perfefting holinefs in the fear 
of God.” You will find it eafy fo to leave the firft principles of 
the doétrine of Chrift, as not to reft in them; you will fhew, by 
a proper ufe of them, that you are not babes, relifhing Bul gs 
milk ; but men, who by reafon of ufe have your fpiritual tented ! 

‘ion * 
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_ fo exercifed, that. you-,can relifh -and digeft the ftronger meats: of 


the G 


1: you will not naufeate. advice, exhortation, entreaty, 


or the moft ecarneft preflure.of every powerful argument, to pers 


_, You now give.the fulleft evidence: of your fincerity.and refolu- 
tion herein; 1..By following after, that you may apprehend all that 
for which you are apprehended by Chrift Jefus: 2. By forgetting 
all that you have already known, done, and fuffered, placing no 
confidence or dependence. therein; but determined. not to ftop | 
thort of all you are entitled. to by the Blood of the Atonement, 
Therefore, g. You reach:out to it, as, juft before you. This des 
notes not merely.a fingle exertion, but a continuation of the a@, 
and fuch an aét, as amounts to the utmoft.effort the foul is capable 
of making., You will of courfe, 4thly, prefs towards this.mark, 
how many and great foever the hindrances which appear in your 
Way, may be to your attainment of it. For faithful is.he, who has 
fpoken ; and hewill alfo doit. Yes, my brethren, he will.. The. 
word of the Lord is true and faithful altogether. Fear-ye not, only 
believe, and. you fhall {ee this glory of God. The Lord, whom 
ye diligently feek, will fuddenly come to his temple, even the 

effenger of the Covenant, whom you delight in: He thall come, 


. faith the Lord of Hofts. Your labour. fhall not be in vain in the 


ning the race fet before us. 


‘of it is abfolutely neceffary. 


Lord: but your flrength being renewed, you fhall mount up with 


. wings as eagles ; ye fhall run without wearinefs, and walk without 


ing, while rejoicing evermore, praying without ceafing, and in 
every thing giving thanks to him, who has fhewn not only his. juf- 
tice in forgiving your fins which you confeffed to him, but alfa his 
faithfulnefs in cleanfing you from all the umighteoufnefs. you bes . 
wailed before him, who has now made you a happy witnefs that the 
blood of Chrift cleanfeth from all fin here, that you may fhew forth 
his praife for evermore. = : 
.. We have anticipated,.in fome degree, what was intended to be 
ermncrd on AS ake and laft propofition in the Application, having 


rs 


_ unawares flidden into an encouraging ftrain of addrefs to the longs 


ing foul. Yet, it may flill be ufeful to enlarge a little further upon 
this fubjeét, feeing we bave need of Jine upon line to encourage 
us in the glorious purfuit ; becaufe we well know that the powers 
of darknef 


fs will exert their utmoft efforts to hinder us from run- 


" g- Let us then in the laft place, endeavour to encourage all who 


. are going on to perfeétion to perfevere, and to expe the blefling 
» by ti ; ; 


aith. 


now 


4 . 


4, Ltake it for granted, brethren, that you are of the number of 
thofe, who are 1. truly convinced, that, as Chriflian believers, 


rour calling is ‘* to be perfeét as your Father which is in Heaven 
y perfeét, to be holy as he is holy.” 9. That you are fully, per~ 
fuaded, this is attainable in the peat life. g. That the poffeffion, 

ry. And that, 4. on thefe conviétions,. 


e now all in earneft for the-attainment of it. 
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BF ON's TE18 God who has fliewéd this urito you, aud bas wrought 
you to this felf-fatie purpofe, you mult not think it ‘Rratige, if St 
tati fiould flir up afl the oppofition in his power againft you: that 
he fhould try to difcourage and difmay you; yea, draw his chief 
‘drtillety froin quartefs you had the leaft reafon to expect it from. 
You had not, perhaps, the leaft fufpicion of the kind: an a 
contrary, éxpefted that all profeffors would be ready to affift you 
ds far as ia their power. ~Yea, you imagined they would go with 
‘you, this to feek the Lord, and to enter into ‘that perpetual cove- 
nant With him, which he has engaged your hearts to do, even 4 ¢o- 
Venant never to bé broken or forgotten! It is true, it was natural 
for your fimiple heart fo to conceive; and it ts a great pity, you 
fhould be difappointéd herein. © Yet, alas! fo it i! and ‘one would 
fay, “Tell it not in’ Gath?” that any who elie to leve Chri 
fkiould be difpleafed with othets, only for defiring to believe” on 
Him firmly ahd abundantly, and to love him conftantly and ehtirel 
éven with all the’heart. That any Chriftian fhould bé a hindete 
~Of Tuch, is ftrahge indeed ! But how much mote, when Chrifti 
Minifters, Predthers of the Gofpel, difcotrage them ; yea, and 
évery méansin their power, depreciate the bleffing itfelf, and calu. 
siate thofe who profefs to believe the attainablenefs’ thereof in this 
fife. “How many will affirm that there is no fuch thifig to be ex- 
B shaadi we ate in the body, and that it is mete phrenfy 6 

ream of poffeffing fuch a liberty: They cry out, “* Away wi pal? 
perfeQion : Let ‘it not be named; you rift fin, while you Tive.” 

All this may appear aftonithing ; but it Is nothing néw: However, 
fet it not difcourage you in the léaft! Perfevyere in your rts 
That you may perfevete, fearch the Scriptures. To the law 
to the teftimony. If they {peak not accorditig’to thefe, ft is bes. 
taufe they have fio light in the doftrine of chriftian holinefs, whats 
ever knowledge they may have of other doftrites.°° 
“You may fay fn defence of fiich, «| They are wifé my 


inen of great learning.” That may be: yet they afe not fufficient 
wife towards God. “And it may be obferved, that “as ho ma 
Rnows' thé things of a tian, but the Tpirit of &@ man idee 
Knows any mah the things of God, but the Spirit of God,” a 

they to whom that fpirit reveals them. Therefore whet they {peal 
again ft the power and promifes of God, by nd means regard t 
if you intend to perfevere, for their words will cat likes Ca 
and fubvert your fimplé heart.” Rather, fay, Let God be t 
and every man,” who contradiéts his word, a liar.” ‘Reémen 
the foundation of God ftandeth fure. He cannot defy himfe 
But ‘abideth faithful, though men believe bith not? nor fhall their 
unbelief rerider your faith in God of nohe‘effea! N6 f youfhall 
fiid all his promifes’ to be yea and ar Sle adetied to 
You fhall find, if you continue to feek him; all that ¢ has fpok 
df his défigns cohcetning you fully atifwered. Sée that yo 
not difcouraged*by the “unbelief’of others: for fo it has be 


' ORT ie coat ete g oieal sf he : caiibeiti Dee 
ar dae ati Be 8 ae «8 


no 
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‘whowweft to {pie aut the land of Canaan, brought a good report 
eoncerning, it... Imitate. thefe.renowned believers... Follow. the 
Lord: wholly.’ Take. bis Word for your rule, and his Spirit for 
your Counfellor and Guide; fo dhall you not dic in the wildernefs 
of doubts and feats, nor know, by the conjinuation.of your mi+ 
feries his.breach of promife. No; you thall be brought in.o the 
promifed land, the land of reft, “* Where pure enjoyment reigns, 
and God is loy’d alone.’”) Here.all tormeniing fear, and grief, and 
fin expire, caft out by perfe& love. fect 7 i itamtte 

Fear not: then, only go up, only perfevere; and the Lord will 

fight: fer»you, and: perteé&t his frength in your weaknefs.. You 
fhall-find his Grace fufficient, in contradiétion to thofe who fay 
he.cannet fave to the uttermoft. O grow not weary. O look 
not .back.. ThedJand is before you. Go ye in, and poffefs it, ag. 
God has promifed, has fworn, He, haying remembered his oath 
and his holy. cavenant, has vifited you, to redeem you fromall 
sniquity.. _Let-not your hands hang down through manifold temps 
as ‘As your day is, fo thal] your ftrength be: No weapes 
I ormed againf you fhall profper; and every-tangue which 
. ee judgment againit you, fhall be condemned... Remember 
our Lord faid to James and John, when their: mather folicit= 
_ ed for them.a feat in his kingdom, ** Can ye drink of the cup 
of which I drink; and be baptized with the baptifm I am bape 
dized with?” As if he had. faid,  This.is the.canfequence ; if 
yan will reign with me, you muft fuffer; If you mean to tollaw 
ime in the re ion, you muit deny yourfelyes, and take-up 
your crofs daily. But be not afraid, I will not leave you, ner 
forfake “you, altho’ may permit. yowto be tried, to prove you, 
and to fhew you your heart, yet when you pafs through the fire and 
‘thro’ the water, even there I will bewith you; the flame fhall not 
kindle upon you, neither. fhall. the waters ovesflow you:. Faint 
not; but run the race with patience, looking unto him who is the 
author, that he may be the finifher of your taith.” 

That you tnay'ga On, expeét the blefling now. ‘This is the ac- 
cepted time, and the day of falvatign ; efpeciall y to you who are 
fo engaged and prepared to receive his great falvation. The Lord 
asnigh to all them who deek him with their whole heart, Bugh 

him'a. Ged, not afar off but at. hand. When they call, 
2 al ett and» when they ery, he will fay ‘Here 1 am.? 


he hl efling now, fromeday to day, from, bour to houn, 
moment ae Puleiece ane Appia! is 
Ps pune 
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public or in private, in the houfe or in the field; at your Jabour-or 
on your knees. - Thus will you’ have clearer difcoveries ‘of ‘the 
fulnefs of Chrift and his all-fufficiency to fave.. You will findsa 
readinefs to give up all, and: to venture your {oul wholly upon 
him, as being both able and ‘willing’ zow-to fave you. O-what 
fweetnefs does the foul feel in fimply-confiding in'the Lord forall 
it wants! and how foon hall it be-fatisfied.: They who thus*come 
to him, are never caft out, but fee the falvation-of God. ST hey 
fhall be reftored to the Mind which was in:Chrift, and-thine im his 
glorious Image of righteoufnefs and true holinefss0 ) 20" © od 
' Whenever you obtain the Blefling, and experience the: fweet 
effets of ‘it, (not always inextatic joys,) butia calm ferenityy which: 
diffufes itfelf through your mind.and is manifedt in your deport- 
gent; and, above all, an inexpreffible familiarity witheGod3 
when, you feel yourfelf emptied of felfifhnefs-and pride, and filled 
with divine peace and confolation, fee that you forget not from 
whom you received this grace.” Still continue to believe and come 
unto God by Chrift juft-as:you are, having no confidence. on 
in him, .and relying ‘wholly upon him, » Walk-in Chrift evema 
you have received him, and turn not afide to any vain reafonings, 
‘Whatever art may be tried by men, or devils, yet hold faft your 
confidence in the power and merits of Chrift, Continue: fiom 
moment to:moment thus coming to God by: him, and you-fhall be 
kept. by the power of God:throngh faith unto full. falvation; ‘even 
to that falvation, of whofe heights, and..depths, and lengt ; 
breadths, you have at prefent but imperfe&t.conceptions. » Butall 
this.wilt Chrift reveal in due time to*you who. follew the Lamb 
wherefoever he goeth. That you mayenjoy théfe mightyrb! 
God of his..infinite mercy grant, through: Jefus ‘Chrift our Lord; 
to whom, ‘with the : Father and the ‘Holy: Spirit, becaferibed al]. 
‘honour and glory, now and for ever,. Amens oo) st Sion 
Seeag Macks cet! any io 930 ofp FRET Su Pa ge 
vi heii Pie 1nd 0 So vi whistles - 
i» (The CONVERSION of:a:DEIST,: #ty-adP o>. 
oie tty ; die 2 tyyiricl joven out boc gunn 
baie 4 [Continued fr om. page 125.) q ies iaghinaak - 
VW HEN in the year 17 », . the univerfity vacation-approachs 
3 ed, I had no purpofe to vifit home, feveral:literary'oceu. 
pations of fome labour requiring my. prefence in college, “But 
yond my expetation I learned that »Mifs:E. was at that time ‘in 
my father’s: neighbourhood, and, as it ha ed, I had» 5 
opportunity for the journey, After fame hefitation, at length, 
‘defiance of not a. few.inconveniences, “I refolved) to go, 1 


happy: to find Mifs E. in health and amiable as ever,’ and he} aff 


tion for sme neither changed, nor diminifhed. ndh-wielad: 

tageous mate tely been propofed:to her anc 

tive of peaking vee ar with her dg abut ind fe 

ties ot [peaking with her in private, Now and thi 

an occafion. prefenting \itfelf 1: confulteds:h 
PU ge te aie 
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vatteptance, in about two -of a cure that had beer offered to 
ime im the ‘nuighbineaivosds: Fhe propofal pleafed -her, and the 

expreffed herfelf well fatisfied with the fituation. Our views and 
a fes harmonized. with each other, but the purpofe of God 
was different, and blefled be his Name for ever! our purpofes 
apoenee fmoke, while his flood faft, and he performed all 


«Not many days after my arrival Mifs E. began by'little and little 

_ to decline im her health: Her indifpofition parade ‘rapidly, and 
the was foon confined to her bed. Immediately I fele myfelf 
agitated by many, fears; and:my hope almott daily diminithed: 
You may have felt peas, but you can never by words exprefs} 
the degree of anguifh that I fuffered on this occafion. The thought 
of: her death was to me altogether: infupportable. It feemed im- 
— that I fhould furvive her, Now, all my amufements and 
»ftadies became dilgufting. Even: the writings: of the ingenious 
Voltaire, which ftood fo high in my’ eftimation, were’ ot no-ule 

to reheve me from my miferable depreflion of fpirits... When on 
@ecafion of my: daily enquiries: concerning Mifs E: I was informed 

i t the was no better, or that her diftemper rather encreafed, 

' al {word feemed to pafs through my heart ; and harraffed by inex- 
»prefible fears; what F fhould do I knew not. I prayed to my 
’..wnknown God forthe reftoration of her health... Never, I think; 
- fhall I pray again with equal earnefinefs.--- Yet, afterall, her difeafe 
iu ‘daily more.and more, and in a fhort time the danger became ~ 

' imminent,’ My terrors and agitations of mind keeping pace with 
herillnefs, had by: this: time .encreafed to fuch a degree, that ‘it 
became neceffary for me, left 1 fhould fall into. abfolute'defperas 
tion, to'contrive: fome employment or other, by which, my dif: 
traéted mind’ might in fome meafure be diverted to other objetts: 
I determined to write a fermon, and with confent of the miniiter 
Ofithe place, to deliver it. im publics A’ few days ‘before the 

inted time :of delivery, I-proceeded thus---1 chofe my text--- 
{pent~fome «days: in meditation on it—wrote down my thonghts, 
and commiited the whole:to memory. » Thus I had not much lei- 
fire to ‘advert to other things, | The violente of my diftrefs was 
.-at Jeaft aleviated,;and' my attention direéted elfewhere. At the 
_ time fixed I mounted the ‘pulpit.. The Lord did not fuffer me, (as 
_ juitly and defervedly I might have been, -for my rafhnefs and irre- 
yerence) tobe put to fhame. I preached with much applaufe; and 

_ poffibly not without fome effeét;-.On this'and:the following day 
the diftempe -feemed very much abated and the health of Milfs E, 
far ‘reflored, that) I hoped’in a fhort time: to’ witnefs her com- 
etecoyery. . My joy now was propoitioned to the pangs I had 
fered > L faw’ her, and »with great pleafure, declared to her my 
er dread and anxiety on-her account, as well as my prefent 
light in ance I-feemed pols 6 ee CB 
e they were: carrying her to her bed, fhe looked at 


wwe 


He. Fhe Con Varnston: of a<Die sit? 


i 


waite and. fixt-on me with an extraordinary ferioufnels of attene: 
tion... Frem that ume I was never! permitted tofeevher. oll he joy 
that I-had conceived-proved tranfient.aa it: had, been fuddend » The. 
difeafe returnedyon her. with.redoubied foree,, anduaged toduchnay 
degree that her fufferings were extreme.--+The next day, a phy fir 
¢ian_of.the.firft eminence was called ins Having seen: her, .he 
pronounced immediately, her diftemper moft alarming,.and fq 
dangerous that he: entertained very ,litthe hope of ‘herrecoyery., 
Thefe words founded. in my ears like! a terrible clap »of thunders 
In truth my condition was moft unhappy; agitated as:my! mind was 
with extreme terror, and.torn with unutterable grief. ddlab 
but it was with the utmoft difficulty that,1 prevailed, to concea 
fome meafure the fearful flate of my mind:-- Inthe meanytime } 
had a horrible profpe& before me of. being-prefent.at her-death;ia. 
profpeét that 1 could not bear to»contemplate. .1 derermine: 
leave her, and to depart faddenly fromthe places.Neuhei her 
condition nor the fate of my own mind would allow me to,bidihet, 
adieu. Accordingly, without-her knowledge, everwhelmed with. 
ferrow and dejeftion, 1 abandoned, my home and. retwiped tothe 
univerfity. Fr 11 Ag, to tied, Gt..2e ele. selmealaane 
.."Fhere Lemployed myfelf in fearching diligently into the obfere. 
vations gad. experiments of a celebrated phyfician, if 1 mift 
not; ef the name of Dobfon, ameng which 1 remembered, fore, 
mierly to have.read an account of the diftemper with which Mifs Ey. 
was affliéted... In a letter which I wrote immediately J.entreated 
with the utmoft earnefine(s that his preferiptions, however litle in 
fein that country, might betried, - Lithen prayed. wish extraore. 
dinary aflegétion that thole. remedies might have a happy effe&y and 
that dhe,, without whom life was impoihble to myfelf, might be. 
teftored to health,, Sortew ard love, combined, taught me ta. 
pray fervently. :Thefe fupplications I offered in various. manners, 
and urged: them om yarious. pleas; and) fometimes flattered myfelf 
that the preferiptions would have theideficed effe€t ; . which event, 
Feduahecould more than any thing recommend me.to the parents. 
of. Milfs E, and entire their confentto ouruhion.: |) pc 1.5 by 
On the third day after my arrival at college, news were: 
- that wie pli weoeeunerieg and that the pyeferiptions Jhad. 

nt, would be ufed, if ician had-no gbjeétion.) But fome 
hours after, a friend, of Detain w : y parents (as I leatned 
in the fequel). had entreated: to the office, €alled.om ine; with the 
fatal tidings... Employing: his) ufual eloquenceyshe began withii 
nai nant dntaieieipardoampe ater wouldh 

etter effet than thofe prefcrihedsby the phyfician. ,{ Then, telling 
e that he had, obferved, may acon for Mifs! E, be: addec : 
there was: very litle hope of, her.recovery. . 1 prefently. ca ed 


avfeart all this, was merely. re atator ae gy Be 
receive, him, the:terible. pi ReCmiee - 4 


th -amich oquicknefs,, ifi-the,owene dead ile os 
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wottecth appeared hot outwardly fo vehentent as was expe Qed at 
Secretly however I felt myfelf in a ftate of defperacion, and for 
fome nomerits, my mind was fo flunned ag t6 have loft all power 
6frefleion, ' . NOE 
Ih order to-abftia@ my thoughts a little from this oreat affliGtion, 
Pwalkéd! forthvand called on? one friend and another, But’ my 
forrow and weaknefs of thind were but little relieved by it. It 
feetiied advifeable to me to take a thort journey through thé adja. 
cent country, that my {pirits; overwhelmed with diftrefs, might 
fective fome recreation. But the good providence of God would 
aot fuffer it. “To fuch a degree did ty defpair fometimes prevail 
that I feemed to my felf to be rendered abfolutely incapable of puts 
faing my ftidies, or of elijoying quiet and comfort more, fo that I 
confidered life itfelf as an intolerable burthen. But God fupported 
arid preferved me, by’ his fecret influence and dire&tion. we 
1 purchafed fome books, the fame of which had cafually reached 
ime, ations which were Lavatér’s Pro{peét of ‘Eternity, togethet 
With fermrons by Walker, Blair, &c.° The Profpea of Eternity 

“Lavater f read immediately. A°litle hope dwelt in me that 
alter death Ithould-meer Mifs E. again. ~ A hope that fometimes 
fuppo: ted and refrefhed mie.” For that reafon I fearched diligently 
the writings of ‘Lavater for arguments favourable to ‘the opinion 
thit we fall know each other im av future life, and ‘that the relatic 

_ Ohs which obtara between us here will not entirely ceafe hereafter. 
Atthe faite time T prayed'td Gud that he'would mitigate‘and’ do 
Way the'exceflive forrow With whith [ was tormented. ‘But not 


pie thougt had T'of faith in ‘Chrift and conveérfion. 


fy Fafti and uhresfnable with beeit granted! After fome hours 
| thy find Became a’ little eater? é 


eee Acaty of his ftylé"plealéd me exceedingly. “My for. 
rf ry Sc eae en nto id more to ‘the readin of 

jus ‘books than offany.t -T_ fought, in’ good eatneft, fomé 
fevintién of a pric which’ Iknew not bow to bear, and of which 


‘ny! duention, drangteed hy 
i mind, 


Ms ~ 
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mind, and for a time euabled me to forget my-forrow. © My.chiek 
«<oncern and the fubje& of all my prayers and endeavouts, wasan 
abatement of my exceflive grief, but as for the falyation of my 
foul I thought no more of it than formerly, Not a fingle idea 
occurred to me ofthe neceflity of a new birth and of union with 
‘€hrift by faith.. Spiritual good, was, a good of which I had net 
ther the knowledge nor the defire. My prayers therefore and my 
fearch into the contents -of religious books had all one tendency, 
and aimed at no‘hing more than my deliverance from the, extre- 
mity of woe, and the recovery, if poffible, of fome tranquility. + 
The, next day was the day which I am bound. never: to forget, 
but to celebrate with eternal praifes ; the day in which by the emni- 
potent grace of God I was called out of darkne‘s into light, out 
of death into-life, and was made partaker of the heavenly. birth, 
In the afternoon I was employed im reading) the meditations which 
I have mentioned of that focinianizing-or fceptical writer on the 
truths. of natural religion. 1 read him with a clofe attention, and 
was. abforbed .in the. meditations that he fuggefted. 


awakened, as I may fay, out of thofe mufings, 1 thought on God 
and his works. . An idea altogether extraordinary of.the glory and 
majefty of God flruck me. I had never in fuch manner rep 
fented God to myfelt as now. I obferved-(the eyes of arealine 
ftanding being enlightened). and admired in all his worksto whi 
J adverted, his ftupenduous power, wifdom and goodnefs. 1 
in my mind an apprehenfion of the fpendor of his glory and pre- . 
fence perfe&ly new tome. It was not fo much a notion that my 
illuminated intelle& entertained of his infinite majefty and perfec 
tions, as it'wasa /enfe of them; The glory of ray Soap srt 
and prefence filled me with delight, and, I faw fo clearly his fi 
preme worthinefs of all my love and obedience, that my ‘mi 
was carried by a fweet and irrefiftible force to love him with fine 
cerity, and my heart, broken. at the fight, abhorred its former.in. 
gratitude. I inftantly conceived the purpofe of a.total.reform im 
my condu€, of an univerfal attention to all his commandme 
and to.1ake them for my rule of lite theaceforth without any. 
ception. This appeared to me not only perfeétly juft and rig 
but ealy alfo and pleafant. I feemed to my/felf to have been hit 
fe the blindeft and mofl ungrateful of creatures, who had. neve: 
rmed to myfelf fuch views of God before, wha, had. sucithes 
Joved nor obeyed him. ys ee 
_ And now I recollefted that I hada difference with two w 
been once my friends. My anger againft them had been e: 
treme. The pride and_thirft of revenge with which — 
ufually animated, feemed to render a pro econcilia 


improbable ; but,.at this time, I faw it evidently my duty. to ui 
my utmoft en ours to effe& it, That new Oy Teton’ d 

and fenfe eatnefs with which my mind was now penetrate 
wrought in me an unfeigned love to all mankind, and excited and 
sompelled. by atorce which it was happines& 
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“Preife towards all alike a fpirit of gentlenefs and benevolence. 
That very evening I had an opportunity to fee them both at the 
ioufe of a third perfon. Gladly Iwent, and as 1 went, was oc- 
tupied, 10 my beft remembrance, all the way in meditations on 
the glory of God exhibited in every creature: I fhowed mylelf 
affable and friendly to my enemies, and behaved to them as it no 
Wrife whatever had occurred between us. A few days after, I 
wrote to them declaring that I had renounced all enmity and 
anger againft them, and was moft ready to renew our friendthip. 

From this memorable day my condition became widely dif. 
ferent, and my courfe of life alfo. With a degree of attention 
to which I had till then been a ftranger, I contemplated the 
great works of God. The many proofs that I difcovered of the 
wifdom, power, and goodnefs of God, affeéted me with raptu- 
‘rous admiration and aftonifhment. In the livelieft manner I faw 
and perceived in all his works the unfpeakable majefty and con= 
fammate righteoufnefs of God, and how pleafant it is inceffantly 

_ t0 admire, adore, love, and with the utmoft readinefs to ferve 

. I had evidently acquired other and new ideas of God, of 

so il of the vanity of earthly things, and of the ineftimable 
of grace and divine communion. I was tranflated, as it 

‘Were, into a new world. Chrift lived in me, although til] then 
Thad not known him, and thus 1 became a new creature ; old 
things had paffed away and all things were become new. In 

‘fhort, it is eafier to conceive than to exprefs what pafled in my 

mind on this occafion. a : 
- ie ? 


Fe be continned.) 


~~" ‘The COMMUNION of SAINTS. 
me [Concluded from page 131. | 
N the next place I proceed, to point out fome of the advan- 
tages which are derived from the communication of experience 
ftablifhec in the eekly claffes. Thefe converfations differ no- 
hing imaterially from thofe we may have with a friend, only 
y open a greater variety of cafes, and afford us the pleafing 
of hearing much, and of faying little. 
The firft advantage which offers itfelf to our notice, is the 
nd comfort which a penitent receives by communicating 
difireffes and fears. In every fpecies of trouble, the 
lation a friend is a real felicity ; and it may be reckoned 
avation of our mifery, when we have no one to whom 


sther he be tried by inward corruptions, 
ents, his complaints will meet with a pa- 
a awak i bis) en every delicate feel- 
M96 Fm ee tag,” 
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ing, both~of humane fympathy and of chriftian regard. They’ 
will recall the many fimilar fcenes through which they have 
paffed, they will enter into his fentiments, and feelingly fhare 
in his grief. If he be affaulted by fearful and dubious tempta- 
tions, they will remove them by expofing their fallacy, and by 
aflifling him to. more worthy views of the goodnefs and merey of 
God. If he ftill continue gloomy and dejeéted, and pouring out 
his fad complaint, they: will comfort and fupport him by ex- 
plaining and applying the promifes, by fhowing him how ex- 
aGtly they defcribe his mifery and point out his ftate, and how 
the grace they hold forth is.covenanted in the moft definitive 
manner to all perfons in his fituation: they will unfold to him 
the perfon and glory of Chrift, the efficacy and extent of his 
death; and his. infinite compaffion and readinefs to fave mankind. 
Jf he be diftreffed: for a fenfe of God’s pardoning love, or to be 
reftored to the joy of his falvation; they will. account his dif- 
trefs their own, and join in fervent and repeated interceffions to 
obtain the bleffing ‘of their heavenly Father. If he be perfecuted 
by men, or chaftened- of the Lord, they will refer him to nu- 
merous exainples of virtue and fortitude ; or fupport him by ar- 
-guments of patience’and fubmiflfion: they will affure him, that 
his affli€iions are tokens of the Redeemer’s love: After this man- 
‘ner it is, that the Holy Spirit hath enjoined us to preach good 
tidings to the meek, to bind up the broken hearted, and to com- 
fort all that mourn ;---to rejoice with them that do rejoice, and 
weep with them that weep. “% 
2. A fecond advantage, is the holy emulation’and courage- 
with which it tends to infpire the penitent, upon hearing of 
the grace and comfort that others have received of the Lord. 
No confideration can be more animating than to hear the ex- 
perience of thofe who are juft delivered from guilt and con. 
demnation, who are exulting in the joys of remiflion, and ex. 
horting all-to praife the Lord and to truft in his word. . He is 
hereby fo perfuaded of the mercy of God, and fo determined 
_to feek it, as to. befiege the throne of grace, and to feize the 
blefling by the facred violence of importunity and faith, The 
converfion of his fellow chriftians not only furnith ‘him with 
“new arguments to plead with God, but often are a means of 
quickening a whole fociety, or produétive of a more general 
revival, Moreover, the fincere and confcientious believers are 
frequently extremely diftreffed to find in themfelves emotions of 
felt and pride, or tempers contrary to the love of God and man 
and their faith is weak as to the great promife of ‘the. New "Gave. 
nant, becaufe fome have faid that our deliverance from fin ‘muft 
“be co-eval with our deliverance from the body. Now whem ° 
they hear the experience S sK ole Hai Tee aan 
they hear the experience of any of thofe happy few, whofe ex. 
_ |ferior piety adds luftre to their teftimony; w en they Hear how 
the Lord has faved them from all ‘ebdurdcy and unbelief; hake: 
he has flrone upon their -foul with the glorious light of’ pus. 
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Ging faith and perfe&t love: how he has filled them with joy 
nfpeakable, and fo fealed them with the abiding comforter, that 
like Stephen in maityrdom, or Paul and Silas in prifon, they feel 
the utmoft compaflion towards their moft inveterate perfecutors, 
Their words will be animating as the words of Caleb and Jofhua 
‘were to the men of Ifrael. The weak believer will then teceive 
the promife of entire fan&tification. with grateful confidence, and 
‘meekly afpire at that purity of heart which is requifite for the 
vifion of - In fine, whether we hear the converfution of the 
wife; whether we are moved with the fervent devotion and zeal 
of others; -or whether we perceive their fimplicity, meeknefs, 
and humility, we fhall be covered with holy fhame on account 
of our manifold infirmities and defeéts, and ftimulated to afpire 
_ at thofe higher degrees of wifdom and virtue which diftinguifh 
their charaGer, and adorn their life. ; 
- g- Another advantage arifing from the weekly claffes, is the 
encouragement and affurance they afford to all weak and de- 
je&ted believers, or to thofe that are recovering from fome in» 
_ conftancy or relapfe ; and few there are indeed, who have not at. 
_fome time or other been ftrongly tempted to doubt the reality of 
their converfion, or expofed to gloomy reafonings concerning 
the evidence of their acceptance. During the peziod of their 
_ firit love, it is true, they are altogether fuperior to every temp- 
_ ation of this nature; mean while, they have not the leaf fof. 
 picion of the latent evils of their heart which are apt to feed 
upon their comforts, and inceffantly prompt them to levity, un- 
 watchfulnefs, and pride, In fuch cafes, the Holy: Spirit is’ 
grieved, and withdraws or fufpends his facred comforts, they are 
expofed to dubious reafonings and temptations concerning their 
fate and experience, in order that they may acquire a better 
acquaintance with themfelves, and learn in future to be more 
humble, and keep themfelves in the love of God: The gloom 
and dejetiion of fome other believers does not proceed fo much 
from a want of piety, as from nervous diforders, and from a 
_hhabit ‘of looking too much at their paft fins and prefent infir 
mities, and too little at the grace and ability of the Lord Jefus, 
They fear that their repentance and faith were infincere, that 
their tranfient comforts were the emotions of paffion, and not 
the. genuine gift of the Holy Spirit. Now as both thefe de- 
<Tcriptions of weak believers, are far more candid and liberal 
in judging the ftate of others than their own, they will receive 
very much inftruétion. and- affurance from a frequent hearing 
of their experience. They will inftantly perceive that others 
are incommoded with a corrupted nature, ie haa to reafonings 
and temptations, and liable to viciffitudes re) mind in common 
with themfelves; they will read their own experience inthe 
experience of others, which of courfe will afford them a high 
degree of fatisfa&tion, and enable them clearly to diftingaith’ 
between the emotions -of paflion and the confolations of the 
gat CON ag 2A a: - blefled | 
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bleffed Spirit... From a review of the whole, they will eafily cons, 
clude, that although they have not the faith of the more advanced, ~ 
they have neverthelefs the faith of the feeble children of God. ; 
Elated by thefe hopes, fupported by thefe evidences, they will 
approach their heavenly Father with a filial confidence, and con- 
veife with the facred fource of light and loye, till darknefs be 
{cattered, and their hearts again-enlarged with his comfort .and. 
gtace ; and till they are as fully aflured of their pardon and.accep- 
tance as they were con{cious of their finfulnefs and mifery.. . 
4. A more important confideration yet remains, which illufirates 
the utility of the weekly claffes to higher advantage: there is no 
mode of divine woifhip, or of focial edification, that fo happily. 
tends to enlarge the flame of our mutual love and affeGtion. Love 
is the brightelt flar in the conflellation of our chriftian virtues; 
and accordingly has been more ftrongly inculcated in the Serip-. 
tures than any other. ‘* A new commandment, fays. Jefus, I give 
unto you, that ye love one another; ”” and again, ‘‘ Love one ana- 
ther.as I have loved you.” “ He that loveth not his brother, fays 
John,, abideth in death.” Chriftian churches and religious focie- 
ties. aye not united by legal covenants, or combined. by fecular 
interefls, but by the more hallowed ties of mutual affeétion. . Love: 
is their fole bond and foul of union; and all obedience which 
does not proceed from it, is confidered beneath the chriflian chas 
raCler, and unworthy the diyine acceptance. Love.is their pecus; 
Niar or moft diftinguifhing chara@teriitic ; and has done more to- 
wards difarming the malice and gaining the efteem of their ene;, 
Mies, than. one can readily conceive. ‘ See, faid the heathen,- 
how thefe chriftians love one another.” And fo faid the Lerd 
Jefus, “ By this fhall all men know that ye are my difciples,. if 
eslove one another.” Whatever mean therefore is beft calcu-. 
ated to further its growth, and bring it to maturity, ought ta be, 
cultivated with the utmoft affiduity and care.. And, as -it is a. 
received maxim in Theology, that we loye God in proportion as. 
we know him: foalfo with regard to our brethren, aad 
it is granted, know that they belong to Jefus, becaufe. they keep. 
his commandments;..and by being members of the fame church, 
by a knowledge of their amiable tempers, and by the daily habits 
of friendfhip we may haye con.raéted a very flrong attachments: 
yet are we incapable of knowing, and confequently. of loving 
them as we do thofe who difclofe their experience in mutual con-; 
fidence, Where a communication of experience is negleéted, we: 
can be acquainted only with the exterior chriftian; but where ig: 
ig improved, we {ee the interior; and difcover at once the happy 
_correfpondence between their outward walk, .and their inward 
piety. And, haying long been accuftomed to lay open our hearts, 
and to fympathize in all our temptations and diftreffes,. schol 
and comfort ene another in the Lord, our love mutt have grown: 
in proportion to our faith, and likewife in proportion to the per.» ; 
fvafion we have of each others piety ; we mpft have formed an. 
, . : ipumacy 
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intimacy of the moft facred kind, and fuch an union. of {pirit as 
hone can know, but thofe who know it by happy experience. It 
is then, and not till.then that. we, become. acquainted with the 
purer charms; of religious fociety, and with the real endearments 
which fubift among the children of God, 
§ Mutual communion is further recommended by its being a moft 
powertul prefervative to all young profelfurs, againft a relapfe 
into any of their former fins. And indeed, the far greater part of 
thofe who have refolved to quit their vain. and wicked courfe, and, 
‘to dedicate the fubfequent part of theirlife.to God; have found 
upon trial that their feeble refolutions were, at firft, unequal to 
the force of temptation. Their vows in the morning were vio- 
lated in the.evening, becaufe they were not the offspring of virtu- 
ous habits,» but the refult of chagrin and fear, or of remorfe for 
recent guilt. Seldom, therefore, did they furvive the aflault of 
repeated temptation. And.even the ftrongeft of thofe who ftand 
alone, and are indifferent as to the counfel and communion ek * 
faints, feem to be ftrangely infenfible of ihe dangers to which they 
are expofed. Were any pleafing or lucrative vice to prefent itfelf, 
they are defitute of all reftraint.and admonition from the church 
of God, And 2s their relapfe would be fupported by innumes 
table examples in the world, they are the more eafily beguiled by 
that fatal fophifm of flethly wifdom, “ I may fin to-day and ~ “ie 
pent to-morrow.” So then they fall in heait betore they have the ° 
opportunity to enjoy either the emollument or pleafure of their 
favourite vice : they fall alone, and they have none to lift them 
up. Now, it is impoffible for thefe men to make much pros 
grefs in religion, while they keep at a diftance from God’s people, 
and hide the corruptions of their heart, as a fecret difeafe.——. 
- Moreover, by. concealing their good defires, they take the moft _ 
effeGlual method to extinguifh them; but by making them known, 
hey acquire confiderable ftrength and vigour. A religious con- 
ion would fupport them by the happieft arguments and brighteft 
_ examples of faith and virtue, and be a moft valuable fubftitute for 
the coolnefs or lofs of their carnal friends. If they be really defir- 
- ous of-a.change of heart, they cannot be premature in fecuring a 
change of company ‘nor fhould the confideration of their weak~ 
nefs and paft inconftancy, deter them from afking advice, and 
_ joining the people; for God is able to keep them from falling and 
to preferve them blamelefs unto his fecond coming. The eye of 
a {piritual leader, the affe€tionate care of their brethren, and the 
_ confideration, that they have difelofed their cafe to the faithful, 
and openly efpoufed their caufe before the world, would be pow- 
erful motives againft their. befetting fins, and ftrengthen them 
- againft' the force of future temptations. _So very animating is 
, SC alaense of religious.fociety upon all its members, that the 
“powers of darknefs have manifeftly adopted and purfued the maxim, 
divide, and ¢hen.devour. Eve was deceived in her huf- 
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Jehoiada; and Peter denied his mafter while warming himfelf with: 
the wicked. 2 
6. As mutual communion tends, on the one hand, to prefervé- 
the inconftant from going aftray; fo it tends, on the other, to” 
purify the church from the daily advances of lukewarmnefs and’ 
formality. .Were it the diftinguifhing charafteriftic of a chrtftian, - 
merely to hear the word, to receive the facrament, and to talk” 
largely of the hiftory and doétrines of Chriftianity, thea the for- 
malift might fill up his place to advantage and credit; he might’ 
difplay his talents, and diétate to the fimple : but when he is de-' 
fired to favour us with fome account of the progrefs which his foul: 
is making in the divine life, he feels a painful emotion, and moftly 
replies in a negative or evafive manner. Finding, at length, that: 
he cannot diftinguifh himfelf among a people who with him to tell’ 
them what he is, rather than what he knows, he will be obliged,: 
as well as inclined, to reprefs his high pretenfions to experimental ' 
knowledge ;. and to content himfe!f as a bare hearer of the word,- 
inftead of coming forward as an aétive and judicious member of 
the-church of God. aes 
Of lukewarm and degenerate profeffors, it may be remarked,’ 
that they ceafe to love their clafs, in proportion as they ceafe to* 
love their God. -After lofing their fpiritual life and comfort ; ' 
after cleaving to riches, pleafure, and living from’ day to day’ 
without repentance in the fight of God, it becomes.a very painful 
tafk to {peak to others of their ftate and experience ; becaufe they: 
are filled with. pride and felf-eeem, in proportion as they dege-: 
nerate in humility and the love of their Maker.. Inftead, there-' 
fore, of meeting their brethren with joy, they are looking every 
where for an excufe, and as much with a view to pacify their con-" 
{cience, as to apologize for their abfence. They fay it is hurry 
ef bufinefs, engagements with company, or unexpefted occur.» 
rences, which prevent their meeting. This is their falfhood and- 
‘diffimulation ; when at the fame time, it is not thefe outward? 
things, but their own heart which is the greateft impediment. So» 
they continue till their brethren defpair of doing them good, and - 
are obliged, with the utmoft relu€tance to difcontinue their names. 
If this fevere, but neceffary branch of difcipline, were not ene: 
forced, there would be no {diflinQion between the precious and: 
the vile; and our: focieties would foon degenerate into the ordis 
nary ftate of mere parifh chriftians! But if we adhere to the true . 
and original defign of thefe focial means; if we comfort the feeble 5 
reftore the fallen, and chafe from among us the formal and the 
= ry Ai ee piety and zeal, and be preferved blame.» 
efs and devoted, till the earth fhall be full of th doe of: 
the Lord, as the waters cover the fea. . 10 , oes 
»g~ Itis finally obferved, that mutual communion’ is infinitely » . 
advantageous to our public miniftry, by giving us every neceffary 
information concerning the people’s ftate and experience. 5) a 
“are pot endowed with the powers of a i as 
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the bieffed Jefus, reply to the fecret cafes and thoughts of our 
auditors; but by frequently meeting the claffes, and vifiting from 
boufe to houfe, we {hall be enabled to make a proper feleétion of 
fubjeéts, and to apply the promifes, or dire& the threatnings, as 
their cafes may require. It is folely by the ufe of thefe facial 
means, that the fpiritual paftor can learn the various effets and 
fucceifes of his word: and it muft afford him the utmoft fatisface 
tion to hear how believers were edified and comforted, and the 
feeble ftrengthened and confirmed ; how the tempted were fup- 
ported and relieved, and finners awakened and converted, His 
foul will be fo encouraged, and his hopes fo revived, as to 
return to his labours with renewed vigour, He will fow in 
hope, and reap in joy. Here it is worthy of remark, that a 
minifter, whofe abilities are cultivated by hearing experience, and 
advifing in cafes of confcience ; by removing objeétions and fups 
porting the tempted, acquires a habit of preaching much more 
pertinent and ufcful, than one who improves them merely by the 

_ efforts of reading and ftudy. The latter may judicioufly explain 
_and_beautifully illuftrate the facred writings; he may inftruét and 
edify the ignorant, and acquire much applaufe as an orthodox and 
popular {pezker ; but the former opens and expofes the confcience, 

¢ and addreffes the finner in the ftriking language of his own heart. 
_ His auditors fland amazed, and not unfrequently fuppofe him to 
_ have received previous information of all their ftate, and to have 
_ chofen the difcourfe peculiarly on their account. He gives to all 
_ their portion of meat in due feafon ; and the general filence which 
reigns through the affembly, proclaims the truth and power of his’ 
word to be felt and acknowledged by all, ering 
_» Thus, my brethren, is our mutual communion produ@tive of 
good in every form. It unveils to our view the largeft {cale of 

_ -fegeneration and holinefs, it lays open the devices of Satan, and 
enriches the mind with an abundant flore of knowledge which 
‘would not otherwife be known. It refines our fympathy and adds 

' to our mutual regard ; it fortifies our faith, confirms our hope, 
and gives ftrength and luftre to the whole of our virtues, Above 
ie enlarges our views of the focial happinefs of the celeftial 
 yworld; and it increafes our.communion with God, which is the 
- higheft of all human felicity, and the completion of our utmoft 


" In order that the weekly clalfes may be edifying and profitable, 
itis effentially requifie that the people fpeak their: experience 
= with ‘the ‘utmoft freedom and fimplicity : Where this method is 
, chia to, the utility of thefe meetings is found to exceed every 
‘thing that can be faid in their favour. We muft acknowledge, 
indeed, that when pegple are defeétive in either of thefe virtues, 
: De 4 difcover an unwillingnefs to open therr fate, the true end of 
_ thefe focial means is fubverted, and the devotion rendered both 
“tedious and unprofitable, When the, Leader defires them to fpeak, 
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of giving a plain and clear account. It is becaufe they find their 
minds dull and heavy ; and they are not making that progrefs in 
religion which they ought to do.  It-were greatly to. be wifhed, 
that all who find their evidence beclouded, or their comforts 
“withdrawn, would be more diligent to enquire into the feveral 
caufes, and more ingenuous and honeft in difcovering them for 
"our mutual good. Should the Holy Spirit withdraw his comforts, 
it is for fome apparent caufe. We muft have grieved him, either 
by unbelieving reafonings and fears, which bring darknefs and 
difquietude on the mind ; ‘by wicked and evil tempers, which are 
ever attended with fhame and remorfe; or by vain and wandering 
thoughts, which deprive us of all communion with God, and 
_debafe our hearts to be the common fink of all imaginary folly 
and vice. It-evidences a very large degree of facred wifdom, 
when we are able to trace diftin@ly the feveral caufes of our defer- 
tion; anda much larger degree of real humility, when we are 
willing'to communicate them for the good of others. 
‘Now, when Satan has tempted us to any particular fin, or over- 
come tis by any of the aforefaid evils, he tempts us alfo to conceal 
it; becaufe he is well aware, that the works of darknefs are unable 
to bear the light, and that fpeaking of our temptations is the fureft 
way to fubdue them. He fuggefts that our diftretfes are the more 
deplorable, and our fins more heinous, than thofe of other mer. 
He fuggefts, again, that if we difcover the whole of our unfaiths - 
fulnefs and depravity, we thal] be confidered as the pefts of reli- 
gious fociety, and as the vileft of human charafters. And, as 
every. man is better acquainted with the corruption of his own 
heart, than with any other, we are but too apt to believe him. Te 
is partly, therefore, through temptation, and partly through the 
prevalence of haughty reafon, that many of ‘our brethren, are fe 
frequently induced to give us a very unfair and partial account of 
their experience. ‘Fhey fpeak freely enough of the sand 
mercy of God ; but they hide, or only hint in an obfeure mannér 
whatever is difagreeable and worthy of blame ; and their teftimor 
amounts to no more than an illufive fragment, ‘inftea ; plain 
and juft Sar Aad v coe i 7 as. 
Itis of the utmoft confequence, that thefe-people be ‘better i#- 
formed of the nature of relipious fociety, Ace OF ciate 
we owe to the church of God. If we are defirous to have any 
conneétion whatever -with that bleffed community, it muft b 
children of ‘the fame father, and as branches of the fame 
If we be members of the body of Chrift, we mutt of courfe 
members one of another : and the harmony which fubfifts bets 
_ the members of the natural body, is inflru€tive to ‘us of the’ har. 


mony which fubfifis between the members of the ff me t= 
Sfucchally where they endeavour to keep the unity oF ihe Bie = 
the bond of peace, and to be all with one accord ‘in’ one place 
Ina chriftian faciety; it is true, we cannot be intimst: “and ae. 


quainted with all, but as the-Lerd Jofus hada feleflion of Witcigtes 
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and friends, who were witnefles of all his words and works; fo 
wemay chufe a clafs, and aflociate with thofe to whom we are 
moft attached. It is farther remarked, that as the conver fation is 
confined to the ftate of the foul, and no one allowed to divulge it 
elfewhere ;, as nothing is faid with regard to private, or family 
concerns, there can be no juft caufe for our reftraint and want of 
freedom. If we fuffer from delicate circumflances, we may {peak 
of being tried without entering in:o particulars, and the brethren 
will feelingly pray for our deliverance and comfort. . But if. we 
have backflidden in heart, if we are tempted by Satan, or tried by 
eur corruptions, we ought to communicate it without evafion and 
without referve. It is of confequence that the ignorant be in- 
_ ftru@ed in the truths of the gofpel, and it is of confequence alfo 
that the chriftian warrier be informed of the nature and flrength 
of his enemies. We wih to hear of the depravity of the old 
man as well as the grace.of the new. As the voice of nature and 
truth is known when it is heard, and as little children win their 
parents’ affection by their artlefs tales; fo are we always delighted 
when we heara real and original account of a brother’s experia 
ence. Never, therefore, let us entertain the thought, that we fhall 
be defpifed for telling the truth ; for, however wile and holy thofe 
may now be to whom we {peak, their minds were once as igno-: 
rant, and their hearts as much depraved as our own;. and the 
numerous conflifis they have had in obtaining the vidtory, have 
taught them to be the more compaflionate towards the weak. 

It is not intended here, to give any formal dire@tions for fpeak-° 
ing experience, but only to point out what is conceived to be the’ 
happieft method. And, it is certain, that thofe fucceed beft who 
are much in prayer, and diligent in communication with God; 
who are frequent and faithful im the duiy of fel!-exammination ; and 

who are accurate in obferving the work of grace upon their own 
foul. By living in the divine prefence, they acquire a calmnefs 

d compofure of mind, which raifes them above the fear of man, 
and above that hurry and flutter which the timid often find in 
fpeaking. They relate the feafons they have had in public or pri 
vate devotion; and they fpeak of their temptations and tnals, 
their faults and. comforts, with all that eafe and freedom which 

a humble and devout mind. They never make the meeting 
tedious and-dull, by a repetition of the fame things from week to 
week ; by ufing little elle but common place terms; or by affece 
ting the ftyle and manner of others. To do fo, is fure to produce 
an unpleafant effe€t; and it indicates the foul to be in a flothful 
| and lukewarm ftate: or, that what they fay is not their own, but 
‘bortowed from fome other perfon, Their experience is always 
interefting, original, and new; becaufe it is :mpoffible that the 
| Lord fhould forget them for a whole week, or, cven for a fingle. 
moment: and the reputation and refpeé they acquire from others. 
is, that of fathers and pillars in the church of God, Ks 
Wor, XIX. April 1796. 5 Ie. 
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. It ought, however, to be obferved, that many very ferious ped 
ple are-unable to fpeak their experience with the fame eafe and 
freedom, as thofe who are endowed with a better elocution. - And 
it ought alfo to be obferved, that it is fimplicity and truth, not @ 
fiudied fpeech we expeétin the clafs. We expeét to hear ‘what God: 
has done for their fouls, and to hear it in a plain-and unftudied’ 
manner. ‘There are few, indeed, who cesta better in pets 2 
their experience than colliers, tinners, and other illiterate people 
who live in the country villages. As few of thefe could: read 
before their converfion ; and as they are totally unacquainted with 
the ordinary phrafes in which more intelligent chriltians exprefs 
themfelves; their manner is altogether new-and peculiar to them- 
felves. They relate as well as they can, the finfulnefs and mifery 
of their former lives; how they heard and how they received the 
golpel ; what they fuffered under conviétion for fins; how the pro- 
mifes were applied, and how the love of God was fhed abroad in 
their heart. Their-manner is diftinguifhed by a certain boldnefs 
which ftrongly evinces they feel what they {peak ; and the whole 
Sf their narrative -is fo mgenuous idl incapable of ° art, as 
éannot fail to intereft and entertain the. mofb enlightened 
believer. - Moreover, they furnifh us with a moft decifive argu 
ment in favour of vital chriflianity, Wouldwe difcover the 
ative’ beauty and power of religion, would we triumph over 
fcepticifm, and be confirmed in the faith, let us goto the fehool 
of thefe innocent people, who are taught of God. . They cannot 
prove by learned arguments -the authenticity of the Scriptures, 
but they know that they are true, becaufe they have-felt the force 
of the threatnings, and tafted the fweetnefs of the: prothifes + they 
éannot vindicate the miracles, and defend the Godhead‘ of Chriff, 
but they know that he is-glorified with the Father, becaufe he hag 
given them the Comforter; they cannot contend for thé divine 
authority of the chriftian faith, but they know that it is from hea 
ven, becavfe it has raifed their fouls from a carnal, fenfual life, 
and ennobled them with the image and prefence of God.) burs 
» Thofe who are weak and dejetted, fhould be careful not to give 
way to the thought, that their experience is fo low and inconfis 
derable, as not to deferve the attention of the more holy ang 
‘intelligent. Such a temptation might be-as injurious to them ‘ony 
the one hand, as-prefumption on'the other, As the fmalleft plan 
and minutelt infe&t, is worthy the obfervation and findy: of the 
sind philofopher; fo is the experience of the feeble child of 
Sod, worthy the notice and attention of the moft enlightet and 
‘diftinguifhed chriftian. All thofe that fincerely-love'the I i, are 
fincerely attached to his people; and to-comfort and fuppor their 
weak and feeble brethren’ is not confidered as a-toil, b t is the 
mof pleafing and inftruiiye of all religious duties, Bit > ete | 
i rept ee 
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ADVICE TO YOUNG MINISTERS. 
By an.aged Servant of Gop, in the laft Century. 
se UMING you will accept of Advice from one that yot 


. know moft fincerely loves and wifhes you well; and whofe 
comforts aré mach bound wp in your well:doing ; I thought it my 
duty to deal plainly and faithfully with you, in a few feafonable 
Admonitions, 

1. Take particular care that in all your Studies ‘and Preaching, 
you chiefly mind Jesus Curist. Let the Glory of God, and 
thé Salvation of Séuls, be your grand défign. Remember, that 
you are called to preach the Gofpel; and the Gofpel is the Doc: 
trine of the Saviour, and the téndér of a free, full, and prefent 
Salvation, through.faith in his Name. Think much on that fay. 
ing of Luther, “* When I mieditate upon religion, I always take 
* care to keep Curist in my view.” Is it any particular fin you 
fpeak of ? remember it fliil—as a piercer, a perfecutor, a crucifier 
of Chrift. So look on i#, and him together, ‘as to caufe you to 
mourn over both. Isit a duty you would inforce? eae 7 
always whence ftrength comes to perform it. ° Without Chrift we 
¢an do nothing; no not fo much as think a good thought. ‘Is it 
a divine threatening you denounce? Let it be cénfideted as a 
fpur to gréater diligence. Or is it a Promife you would explain ? 
let it be confidered asa lure to draw the fou! to the Lord Jefus 
Chrift. The threatening may bé ufed as a rod of the Law, a 
fchoolmafter; but the promife, as a branch of the covenant of 

ace, which through brit, is yea and amen. ‘Do you offer 
BEN or Praife unto God, not only remember the formal, or 
common clofe, “ Through Fe/is Chriff our Lord,” but in every 
branch, Jet the harid of faith, with holy, humble, and lively affec- 
tion, tender and deliver it into the Mediator’s hand, that it may be 
_acceptéd of God throvgh the beloved. i te 
= Thus fhall you avoid the unfavoury way of giving Le@ures on 
Moral Philofophy, inftead of Pz the Gofpel ; and follow. 
ing the example of the bleffed Apoftle, determine “To know 
nothing but Jefus Chrift, and him crucified.” JK 
~ 9, Serioufly remeéthber the grand end of Preaching, which is to 
each men, into what ai holy, fpiritual, end Heavenly flate of 
nd the Lord will be Aa ; and how in that ftate they may 
std his gloty. Direét your fpeech fo'as that it may, by the 
ing of God, enlighterthe mind, and touch the tenderé part 
‘of the tieart, What we fpeak to God-in prayet, muft be aimed 
at his heart; and‘ wHat we {peak from God to man, muft'be aithed 
‘dt theirs, ‘The Church is Chrit’s School, every niember is a Dif. 
oiale or Scholar, and a Minifter is a Teather fent from God.” He 
fhould therefore perforate at the leaft a Tutor, if not a Father, 
feeling the fame tender concern for the p 0 le; which the Apoftle 
sptcive when he Lays, My Hite <bileen, i whom I vaval 
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in birth till Chrift be again formed in you.” A Father does not 
iiake Orations to his children, but in a familiar way he fuits his 
inflruétions to their particular flate of mind, fo as he judges wilk 
make the deepeft impreflion. Eee € | 

I would not wif young men fo to perfonate Fathers, as to put 
on an affefted gravity, nor conceit to-themfelves greater iio 
than they really have. This would render them and their di be 
courfes more ridiculous than reverend. But yet they fhould with 
a modeft and humble ferioufnefs, and boldnefs, fo addrefs them- 
felves tothe confciences of men, that there may be perceived in 
them an hearty defire to do real fervice to God, and real good to 
the fouls of the hearers. Lively affeftions, and warmth of {pirit 
are much more fuitable to piovs young Miniffers than a grave for- 
inality. If you do mot yet know how to {peak to thofe who are 
older than you, as unto children, yet you may affeétionately entreat_ 
them as fathers, as young Timothy was advifed- a 

As for the opinions of men, you need not be any further con- 
cerned, than with relation to the fruit of your labours, and the 
end of your preaching. Think often, that all you do is defigned 
to pleafe and ferve the Great Gop. If you fand before the 
mount ef Holinefs, of what ‘confideration is the duft of the bal~ | 
lance! Let the words of vain critics pafs unregarded ; only labour 
fincerely to approve yourfelvesto God, and you will be alfo ap- 
proved iv good men’s con{ciences, ; ss 

ge My nexf advice is, that by Prayer and Meditatior® you would 
endeavour to have your hearts well affeéted with the matter you 
are to deliver. We believe and therefore fpeak, faid Paul of 
himfelf, and of other Minifters of Chriff. Endeavour you to be 
of that number. It is the mof likely way to affeét the hearer, and 
the only way to difcharge the miniflerial duty of féiting forth the 
whole mind of God. God, in the Holy Scriptures, communi~ 
cates to us his mind, not only in delivering truths, bat with thenr 
he alfo exprefles fuitable affeélions, ‘Fhus, he gives us Promifes,. 
with an exprefs affeétion of Love. He threatens, with expreffions 
of difpleafure. Sim is mentioned with abhorrence; and duty with 
approbation. He therefore that fpeaks of is ei without 
concern, does not fet forth the whole, yea fearce half*of the mind” 
of God. And indeed this feems to be the great difference betweem 
Preaching and only Reading, in the Congregation of God. Bare: 
reading cannot exprefs the affeQions, although the matter.and pet- 
haps the very words, are the fame. = © 

Now becaufe of theintimate conne&tion of the Soul and theBody, 
there is great communication and influence to and from the affec~ 
tions, by the deportment of the ouwer'man. Let n vile you. 
to avoid all extravagant tones in preaching. not “begin y ott 
a 


difcourfe leifurely, and then: {peak too quick in the clofe of e: 

femnence. Give your hearess fome little time to weigh what you 

fay. Beware of impertinent repetition of words and fentences, 

which has a tendency to flatten the attention of the hearers; and 
as 
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as you muft pleafe, inorderto edify, you muft avoid every thing 
difagreeable in gefture, for although I would not with you to be 
nice, yet I would not have you to be flovenly in fo great a per- 

formance. 

4. Ladvife you to lay the ftrefs‘of all your difcourfes on plain 
and pertinent texts of Scripture. I mean not a multitude of texts, 
But when fome are chofen moft agreeable to vour fubjeét, let them 
be explained as need may require; and always let the text in 
reference to the matter in hand, be efpectally taken notice of, and 
anculcated.. The reafon is, becaule men’s confciences, (with 
which you have to do) is in their judgment fubje&ted to the Judg- 
ment of God. If you can therelore fix them by fome manifeft 
text of Scripture, it will hold them faft, as a nail driven in a 
fure place. 

This may commonly be done, by fir colleAing moft of the 
Scriptures relating to your fubject, and afterwards by referring 
each to its proper branch of your Sermon. Not firft laying dewn 
all your Heads, and then feeking Scriptures to confirm them. 
For then you would be apt to firain a text from its proper mean- 
ing. But firft be farnifhed with Scriptures, and out .of them 
draw your heads, which will of eourfe be. well confirmed by 
them, ' 

5- Be diligent in hearing the moft pious, pra@ical and-experi- 
mental Preachers, and fuch as you fee do moft prevail with the 
hearts of men. Let not your youthful fancies carry you to hunt 
after notions: for thefe without practical holinefs, will turn to 
very {mall account. ee 
' True piety and heart-engagement to be the Lord’s, are the great 
things. ‘Thefe you fhould firft receive yourfelves and then tran{- 
mit them to others: And furely they arc beft attained by hearing 
thofe fermons which favour the moft of a fanétified veflel. . Words 
warmed with heavenly fire, will be of double advantage to you: 
As at one and the fame time, -they will teach you how,to live, and 
alfo how to preach. And fuch excmplary inftruétion will, as to 
the effect, tranfcend all rules and direflions. Talk not of one 
Preacher being fitter for Scholars, and another for grown Chrif- 

‘tians. The way of Salvation is the fame, and a found word, the 

more heartily hand!ed, is the more profitable for them both. | It is 

- too fuperficial fer Minifters to be taken with external modes or 


your difcourfe be moftly: praftical and experimental. 
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freenefs of his Salvation, Let the people have no reff till they 
are brought to Chrift, and built up in him, Wrangling divin'ty 
will but put your fpirits out of the comely Chriftian frame. .You 
had better firft feafon the people with truths which are of a more 
chriftian favour and relith. It is not only more eafy, but abun- 
dantly more fafe, to lay the foundation in unqueftioned truths : 
And of thefe, as to the manner of handling, be more {paring in 
the doftrinal than in the praétical patt: And refer; as-much as 
you conveniently can, to.the application; becaufe you will genee 
ally find the deepeft attention when you, come to the application, 
The old and ufeful method I would advife vou to keep. clofe te, 
and not to run into the new way without any obfervable method, 
wherein a torrent of words are poured: like water over a mill-wheel 
and the continued unnatural flath leaves no {pace for diftinét obfers 
vation. In the other honeft and ufeful way, more of the Chrif- 
tian wilk appear, and not lefs of the man of fenfe. ‘Your praife 
in the Gofpel will be more genuine, as. good Chriftians thamas 
great Scholars. . For in’ that you are taught by the Hely God,you 
fhal] be inftruments in his hand of faving your own fouls and thofé 
who hear you. One thing more I would imtimate;. thé\proper 
place for convilion. and reproof,. wall.be, when you. have ex- 
plained and confirmed your doftrine. And remember always, ta 
elofe your difcourfe with comfort and encouragement. | Suth laft 
impreffions will leave a good liking to the word, and wilh by hope 
quicken to refolution and endeavours, that, are evangelical, and 
moft agreeable to the genius.of men, who love rather-to: be drawa 
@han driven. , 5 -» daa 27a diet geet 
“9. Be well difpofed as-to the prefent or the future difpenfations 
of Providence towards you. . If. temptations or allurements.come; 
and fine offers of preferment fhake your ftedfaftnefs;, confider the 
vanity: of thefe things, in comparifon with the holding of \God’s 
favour, and a clear unconfounded can{eience. Confider the-harde 
fhips, difficulties, and. dangers, thofe who» have gone before you 
have paffed through, and) praife. God for the. greater. privileges, 
which you enjoy, EunibeAicaiciesiome Mian cnectnoate alfo pinch 
you, be not difcouraged, God will proteét, and-he will piovide for 
But when, and where, and how, | know not..He knows 
eft, who knows all. Wait his pleafure. . Never faw Lthe Righ. 
teous forfaken, faid David.‘ Diftreffed, yet notifdrlaken,’ fai 
Paul. ‘Remember mye not yet: been: caf: into,.prifon,. nor 
omni deeply in ; nor obliged: to fell. ‘books; or. your, 
gufhold furniture, to buy bread: for pour vie niebind ‘Fhe 
more work and fervice you have,, the more comfort you:may.take 
therein: And as to: temporal encouragements, you didsnot:count 
each epow thele whet yeu-catered, upopetlile snophasilt: olbeditls 
you mul begin again, and not-copnt: fo much; upon friends and 
aero yr Snarnipaeans injuries, ‘ ee Oa oe ay of mn af 
_ If you fay, “ Butwe are not. properly encoutaged. by our Fa-. 
thers; they do pot-eftsem or’ poe yi pesioveni tin Fe 
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think they ought.” ‘What you might expeét, you bell know. 
But this f know, perhaps, better than you. They do mind you, 
and are very thoughtful about a fucceffion of ‘lively, faithful 
Minifters: Men deeply devoted to God, full of faith and the 
Holy Spirit, who may build up the Church when they reft from 
their labours. They carefully obferve you and your proceedings, 
and rejoice when they fee you truly ferious, zealous, and aétive, 
in your Mafter’s work, and happily fuccefsful therein. Go forth 
at the door where Providence leads you, although it be but a ftrait 
one, and follow the call of God wherefoever it may be, and be 
ithful in a little and you hall be made rulers over much, in due 
time. Modeft humility will expel high-mindednefs, and make you 
willing for any fervice that the Lord may call you to, upon any 
terms, It will make you candid interpreters of the carriage of 
others toward you, and will lead you to refle&t upon your own 
unworthinefs, rather than upon the miibehaviour of otheis toward 
you. Thus, in meeknefs and lowlinefs of mind you may poffefs 
your fouls, avoiding the dangerous rocks which novices fplit upon, 
who are apt to be puffed up. You may enjoy much comfort 
and peace within, when you meet with little from without. 
Thus out of pure love to you, and the bleffed work in which 
you are engaged, I offer thefe advices, with comfortable expeéta- 
tions of a happy iffue. And that this may be the cafe, I would 
recommend to your ferious confideration two particular Scriptures : 
he firft, a promife made to the Church, “* Upon this Rock I wilt 
build my Charch, and the gates of hell fhall not prevail againft 
it; and the fecond, a promife made to all faithful Minifters; 
“ Lo, Iam with you always, even unto the end of the world.” 
From the firft you learn, that God has taken his Church under his 
peculiar proteétion: And from the fecond, that the Minifters of 
Chrift fhall ‘be favoured with his gracious prefence while aD 
Jabour’in his Vineyard. Let the hand of faith lay hold upon thefe 
precious promifes. Conftantly put the’ Lord in remembrance, by 
bringing them before him in prayer, whenever you are about to 
engage in his work. “If any man love me, faith our Lord, he 
will keep my word.” Shew your love to Chrift then, by ie 
ing thofe promifes in prayer, and he will make good what he has 
fpoken, and will thew himfelf well-pleafed with you, in that you 
remember his word. You will know, that after all your own en- 
deavours to fit yourfelves for your work, ‘whether of reading, 
nieditation, or prayer, (and the more of thefe the better) yet ftitl 
the prefence of the Lord with you in the. Pulpit, is ifinitely be- 
yond every thing befides. The Spirit of grace and Pe aaeae 
will’ make: you fervént in prayer, and wonderfully belp you to 
fuitable expreflion, And the Light of God fhining upon your 
underftanding, and the peace and the love of God gh into 
your heart, will tly enlarge your views of divine truth and 
Ft hy with eavahione to publifh the fame. pete 
Te as SES hears i Rerae Pi a 
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Walk clofe with Gop-then,, and he will be Att tn ALy to 


yous fo fhall you in due time finifh your work with joy, and be 


ith the Lord. d 
fos Soe I am moft affe€tionately, yours, Kee 


“Mr. BRUCE’s TRAVELS. 
[Continued from. page 95°} 3 


R. Bruce relates the following ridiculous cuflom in the 
M Court of Abyflinia. ‘* Tt is the conflant prattice im 
Abyflinia to befet the king’s doors and windows within his hear- 
ing, and there, from early morning to night, to cry for juttice as 
loud as poffible, in a diftreffed and complaining tone, and in all, 
the different languages. they are matters of, in order to their being: | 
admitted to have their fuppofed grievances heard. In a country 
fo ill, governed as Abyflinia is, and fo perpetually involved in waly 
it may be edfily fuppofed tlrere is no want of people, who have 
real injuries and violence to complain of: But if it were not fo, 
this is fo much the conftant ufuage, that when it happens (as in 
the midft of the rainy feafon) that few. people can approach the 
eapital, or fland without in fuch bad weather, a fet of vagrants 
are provided, maintained and paid, whofe fole bufinefs it is to cry- 
and jament, as if they had been really very much injured and ope’ 
preffed ; and this they tell you for the king’s honour, that he may 
not be lonely by the. palace being too quiet. This, of all their 
abfurd cuftoms, was the, moft grievous and troublefome to me ; 
and, from a knowledge that it was fo, the king, when he was pri-_ 
vate, often permitted himfelf a piece*of rather odd. diverfion to 
be a royal one. There would fometimes, while I was bufy in my 
-1om in the rainy feafon, be four or five hundred people, who-dlk 
atyonce would begin, fome.roaring and crying, as if they were in 
pain, others demanding juflice, as if,they were that moment fuf- 
fering, or if inthe inftant to be put to death; and fome groanin, 
and oenne as if juft expiring; and this horrid fymphony was a 
artfully performed that no ear could diftinguifh but that it proceed- 
ed from real diftrefs. I was often fo {urprifed as to fend the fol- 
diers at the door to bring in one of them, thinking him come from 
the country, to examine who had. injured him; many a time he. 
was a fervant of my own, or fome other equally’ known; or, if 
_ he was a flranger, upon afking him what misfortune had befallen: 
- him, he would anfwer very compofedly, Nothing was the matter 
with him: that he had been fleeping all day with the horfes: that 
hearing from the foldiers at the door I was.retired to my apartment, 
he.and his companions had come to cry and make a noife under 
my window, to do me honour before the people, for fear I fhould. 
be melancholy, by being too quiet when alone; and. therefore 
hoped that I would order them drink, that they might continugy, 
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with a little more fpirit. The violent anger which this did often 
put me into did not fail to be punétually reported to the king, at 

_which he would laugh heartily; and he himfelf was often hid 
not far off, for the fake of being a fpeétator of my heavy dif- 
pleafure.” : 

During Mr. Bruce’s refidence at Gondor, he made an ex. 
curfion, with proper guides, to the Nile, in order to view the 
great Cataraft of Alata, on that river, which he thus defcribes : 
“ The firft thing they carried us to was the bridge, which confifts 
of one arch of about twenty-five feet broad, the extremities of 
which were ftrongly let into, and refted on the folid rock on both 
fides ; but fragments of the parapets remained, and the bridge it- 
felf feemed to bear the appearance of frequent repairs, and many 
attempts to ruin it; otherwife, in its conftruGtion, it was ex- 
ceedingly commodious. The Nile here is confined between two 
rocks, and runs in a deep trough, with great roaring and impe- 
tuous velocity. We were told no crocodiles were ever feen fo 
high, and were obliged to remount the ftream above half a mile 
before we came to the Cataraa, through trees and bufhes of a 
beautiful and delightful appearance. seo 

The Cataraé itfelf was the moft magnificent fight that ever I 
beheld. The height has been rather S7agEraled, The Miffio- 
naries fay the fall is about fixteen ells, or fifty feet. The meafuring 
is, indeed, very difficult, but, by the pofition of long fticks, and 
poles of different lengths, at different heights of the rock, from 
the water’s edge, I may venture to fay that it is nearer forty feet 
than any other meafure. The river had beén confiderably in- 
creafed by rains, and fell in one fheet of water, without any in- 
terval, above half an Englifh mile in breadth, with a force and 
noife that was truly terrible, and which ftunned and made me, 
for atime, perfeétly dizzy. A thick fume, or haze, covered the # 
fall all round, and hung over the courfe of the ftream both above 
and below, marking its track, though the water was not feen, 
The river, though {welled with rain, preferved its natural clear- - 

~nefs, and fell, as far as I could difcern, into a deep pool, or 

’ pafon, in the folid rock, which was full, and in twenty different 
eddies to the very foot of the precipice, the ftream, when it fell, 
feeming part of it to run back with great ess upon the rock, as 
well as forward in the line of its courfe, railing a wave, or vio. 
lent ebullition, by chaffing againft each other. ; 

- Jerome Lobo pretends, that -he has fat under the curve, or 
ae made by the projeétile force of the water rufhing over the 
precipice. He fays he fat calmly at the foot of it, and looking 
through the curve of the ftream, as it was falling, faw a number 
of rainbows of inconceivable beauty in this extraordinary prifm. 
This however I, without hefitation, aver to be a downright falfe- 

- hood. A deep pool of water, as I mentioned, reaches to the 

very foot of the rock, and is in perpetual agitation. Now, al- 
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jowing that there was a feat, or bench, which there is not, in the 
middle of the pool, I do believe it abfolutely impoffible, by any 
exertion of human ftrength, to have arrived at it. Although a 
very obuft man, in the prime and vigour of life, anda tary 
praétifed, indefatigable fwimmer, I am perfeétly confident T cou d 
not have got to that feat from the fhore through the quieteit part 
of that bafon. And, fuppofing the friar placed in his imaginaty 
feat undér the curve of that immenfe arch of water, he muft have 
had a portion of firmnefs, more than falls to the fhare of ordinary 
ten, and whichis not likely to be acquired in a monaftic life, 
to philofophife upon optics in fuch a fituation, where every thing 
4would feem to his dazzled eyes to be in motion, and the ftream, 
in a noife like the loudeft thunder, to make the folid rock (at leaft 
as to fenfe) fhake to its very foundation, and threaten to tear 
every nerve to pieces, and to deprive one of other fenfes befides - 
that of hearing. It was a moft magnificent fight, that ages, added 
to the greatett length of human life, would not deface or eradi- 
cate from my memory; it flruck me with a kind of ftupor, and | 
a total oblivion of where 1 was, and of every other fubluna 
concern. It was one of the moft magnificent, fupendous fights 
in the cfeation. ; 

I was awakened from one of the moft profound reveries that 
ever I fell into, by my companions, who now put to me a thou. 
fand impertinent queftions. | It was after this I meafured the fall, 
and believe, within a few feet, it was the height I have men- 
tioned ; but I confefs I could at no time in my fife lefs promife 
upon precifion; my refleétion was fufpended, or fubdued, and 
while in fight of the fall I think I was under a temporary alie- 
mation of mind; it feemed to me as if one element had broke 
loofe from, and become fuperior to all laws of fubordination 5 
that the fountains of the great deep were extraordinarily opened, 
and the deftruGtion of a world was again begum by the agency 
of water,” 
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On CHRISTIAN SOBRIETY. 
“ Teaching us, &c.—that we fhould live Soper ty.” Tit, ii. 19: 


HE moun, fiom whence the adverb cw@porws, foberly, i 
T formed, fignifies, one of a jound mind, Ax Pik ahs 
of himfelf, having his appetites and paffions in ‘due order ana 
fubje€tion ; fince, of every one of thefe, if fuffered to domineer 
inflead of obeying, may be faid, what has been often faid of one 
of them, that it is a temporary madnefs, Thus, when the pro. 
, digal in'the parable is defcribed, as repenting of his profligacy, 

the expreflion is, poe ctavtoy made, he came to. himfelf. The phrafe 

intimates, that, while. engaged in his former courfe, he was not 

him/elf. The governing principle had been dethroned, and he 

had been carried away’ captive, at the will of his conquerogs 
| The queflion, therefore, will fland thus; whether tty ate ik 
. ; ee peli | 


On Chriftian Sobriety. 191 


to make the heft members of fociety, who poffefs the ule of their 
reafon ; or they, who have loft it ? a 
If we confider Sobriety, as implying the regulation of our af. 
Petites, it fupphes us with the virtues of temperance, as oppofed 
(o intemperance of every kind, and induftry, as oppofed to floth. 
And where is the flate, that would not with all. it’s fubjeéts 
to be temperate and induftrious? Look at the generations of old, 
and confult the ages that are patt, Enquire of kingd6ms that 
Were once mighty upon earth, and of empires that now live only 
in the records of hiftory. Afk them, and with one voice they 
will tell you, that by thefe virtues they all arofe to greatnefs, 
glory, and honour; by their contraries they funk into ruin, 
fhame, and reproach. Learn we, then, as good citizens, duly to 
value the religion, that, upon the grounds of true reafon, and 
eternal wifdom, with fuch perfuafive energy recommends and ens 
joins the practice of thefe virtues, holding them forth to view, 
tu the example of our Divine Mafter, and thofe of his firft fol- 
lowers. A glutton, a drunkard, a debauchee, a fluggard, are 
moniters:in the Gofpel fyftem, There we fee a religion, which 
is, all over, fobriety and purity, fervour and alacrity, There we 
find prefcribed to us {iriét temperance always, prudent abftinence 
often. And why? That we may not be brought under the 
power of an appetite, and enflaved to fo mercilefs and unrelent- 
ang atyrant. There we are dire@ted, whether we eat, or drink, 
or whatever we do, to do all to the glory of God; as if the 
world were one vaft temple, and every good man, through the 
‘courfe of his aétions; a kind of perpetual officiating prieft in it. 
‘There none are permitted to be idle; every one is to be attive 
and diligent in fome employment, not only innocent, but ufefu} 
to the community. If any do not work,.it is declared that he 
. Thould not eaé¢; and the portion of the unpy ofttable is faid to be 
with that of the de/obedient, 

But Sobriety goes farther, It comprehend’ the government 
not of the bodily appetites only, but of the pa/fons and affecs 
tiens of the mind. The ufe of thefe is, to ftir up the foul, and 
put it upon agtion, to awaken the underitanding, to excite the 
will, and to make the whole man vigorous and attentive in the 
profecution of his defigns. He whofe defigns are right, and 
who, being mafter of his paffions, can direct their force that 
way, proceeis like the mariner, who underflands his compas, 
and commands the winds: he rs:fes or finks his affcétions, ac- 
cording to his judgment, and carefully adjufts them to the nature 
of things; he applies them, with all their energy, to the profes 
cution of his greateft-interelt; and makes them militate, with all 
their force, againft whatever might obftrué it. Chriftianity in- 
forms us of the proper objeéts, on which the paflions fhould be 
fixed ; and enables us to fix them on thofe objetts. It’s injunction 

guns thus—“ Set your affeétions on things above;”’ on objetts, 
the purfuit of which they. vay put forth all their ftrength, abe 
=" 7 ’ Cee ae Be iy. 
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in the enjoyment of which they may acquiefce, with abfolute 
complacency. Thefe are the obje&ts, to which they were origi- 
nally adapted; and therefore, till poffeffed of them, they are un- 
quiet and diffatisfied. In vain do they feek their full gratification 
in things below, in earthly objeéts, not calculated to afford it ; 
and when they are fet upon fuch, otherwife than in perfe@ fub- 
ordination to the better things above, the man becomes a fure 
prey to difappointment and vexation. Upon this principle, the 
Gofpel, in the heart where it is received, moderates and regu- 
Jates the paffions, in their application to terreftrial objeéts. It 
refrains the fallies of anger that it fin not, and ftops the iffues of 
diflike; it repreffes-infolence in joy, and prevents clamour or 
defpondency ia grief: it forbids prefumption in hope, and bridles 
the impetuofity of defire: it permits not fear to tran{grefs the 
bounds of a prudent caution, and mitigates even courage, which 
without it becomes a favage ferocity: it balances the mind in every 
late and fortune; it produces modefty, meeknefs, patience, can- 
dour, impartiality; and, out of thefe ingredients, forms that So- 
briety of charaéter, intended by the Apoftle. And what is it but 
this fame fobriety, this command of the paffions, this felf govern- 
ment, that qualifies a man to difcharge properly all the relative 
duties of life; that endears him to a community, and renders him 
a truly ufeful and valuable member of fociety ? Deftitute of this, 
what is the world, as agitated by human paffions, let Joofe, with- 
out reftraint, in their fury, but a troubled fea, with the four 
winds ftriving on it for the maftery; where all is froth and foam 
\ noife and confufion! : 


Orbe re DEC Ore Cord nce 
Mr. FLETCHER’s LETTERS. 
To JAMES IRELAND, Efq. 


My dear Friend, Nyon, Feb. * 1779. 


AM forry to hear that you are ftill tried by illnefs; but our 
heavenly Father will have us to live with one foot on earth, — 
and the other in the ftirrup of our infirmities, ready to mount and 
pa{s from time into eternity. I am better, thank God, and ride 
out every day when the flippery roads will permit me. You will 
afk me how I have fpent my time : I pray, rejoice, and write 
when I can; I faw wood in the houfe when I cannot go out and 
éat grapes, of which I have always'a bafket by me. Our Tittle 
mae te ie aie forbidden the minifters to let me exhort in: 

e parfonage, becaufe it is the Sovereign’s hou/e. n 
brother has addrefled a memorial to him, ie shat Bs Resch 
that he will give up neither his religious nor civil liberty, and will 
open his houfe for the word of God; and accordingly we have 
fince met at his houfe. On Sunday we met at the young Clergy, — 
man s, who, on his part, writes againft the condu& of the Clea? 
Seems) Soars 4° Wea me Sh SF, 
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but I fear we fence againit a wall of brafs. However I am quite 
perfuaded that haat calls me to leave,a teftimony to m 
. French brethren, and it may be of fome on when I fhall be no 
more. I have been comforted by feeing the Apology of a Mi- 
nifter at Yverdon, who was perfecuted in the beginning of this 
century under the name of Pietift. I have got acquainted with a 
faithful Minifter of Geneva, but he dares no more offer me his 
pulpit than my brother in law at Laufanne. 

The Lord was not in the forwardnefs of the young man I men- 
tioned. It was but a fire of ftraw; and he has now avoided me 
for fome weeks. Several young women feem to have received 
the word in the love of it, and four or five grown up ones: but 
not ene man except the young hopeful Clergyman I mention, who 
helps me at my litfle meetings and begins to preach extempore. E 


hope he will ftand his ground better than he, who was fuch an - 


approver when you were here, and is now dying, after having 
drawn back to the world. : ; 
The truths I chiefly infift upon, when I talk to the people who 
will hear me, are thofe which I feed upon myfelf as my daily 
bread.—** God our Maker and Preferver, tho’ invifible, is here 
** and every where. He is our chief good, becaufe all beauty 
* and all goodnefs centers in, and flows from him. He is efpe- 
* cially fom: and Jove in us, being his image, is the fum and 
** fub{tance of all moral and fpiritual excellence,—of al] true and 
** Jafting blifs. In Adam we are all eftranged from love and from 
** God; but the fecond Adam, Jefus, Emmanuel, God with us, 
** is come to make us know and éhjoy again our God as the God 
*« of love and the chief good. All who receive Jefus receive 
* power to become.the fons of God, &c. &c.”’ : 

I hope I fhall be able to fet out for England, with Mr. Perronet, 
in Aprilor May. O that I may find that dear ifland in peace 
within and without! God is a good God: do you know the coats 
and fhoes you gave me have lafted a// this while, and art yet good: 
fo that I need not draw upon your banker. Thank God and you 
for a thoufand favours! God blefs and comfort you my dear 
friend! We are poor creatures, but we have a good God to caft 

~all our burdens upon, and who often burdens us that we may have 
our conflant and free recourfe to his bounty, power, and faithful- 
-mefs. Stand faft in the faith. Believe /ovzngly, and all will be 


al 


_ well, Farewell, =a ee 
. . To Mr. CHARLES GREENWOOD. 
; My dear Friend, _ Nyon, May 22, 1779. 


AM yet alive, able to ride out, and now and then to inftrué 
Ji afew children. I hope Mr. Perronet will foon have fettled 
- his affairs, and then, pleafe God, I fhall inform you by word of 
mouth, how much I am indebted to you, Mrs. Greenwood, and 
(rs. Thornton. 1 know it fo much the more now, as J have 
nade trial of thg kindnefs of my relations in Adam thofe in 
A tee as 3 ne : . es re ; Fe oe “! : Chrift 
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Chrift exceed them as far in my account, as grace does nature. 
That the Lord pula you with all his spect bleffings, as you 
“have done me, is, my dear Friend, the earneft prayer of your 
-poor penfioner, J. F. P. S. Mr. Perronnet wants me to Gill 
up his letter, I would gladly do it, with thanks to God for his 
unfpeakable gifis—his Son, his Spirit, and his word! And thanks 
be to his people, for their kindnefs towards the poor, the fick, the 
firanger, and efpecially towards me! But at this time, a flcepiel¢ 
night and a conftant tooth-ache, unfit me for almoft every thing, 
but lying down under the crofs, kiffing the rod, and fejoicing in 
hope of a better. flate, in this world or in the next. But, perhaps, 
weaknefs and pain are the beft for us in this world. Well; the 
Lord will chufe for me, and I fully fet my heart and feal to his 
choice. Let us not faint in the day of adverfity, The Lord tries 
us, that our faith may be-found purged of all the drofs of felf-will, 
and may work by that love, which beareth all things, and thinketh 
evil of nothing. Our calling is to follow the Crucified, and we 
muft be crucified with him, until body and foul know the power 
of his refurre€&tion, and pain and deatly are done away, , 
_ hope my dear friend will make, with me, a conftant choice of 
the following mottos of St. Paul :—Chrift is gain in life and deaths 
«« Our life is hid with Chrift in God :—If we fuffer with him, we 
** fhall alfo reign with him :---We glory in tribulation :---God will 
** give us reit with Chriff, in that day :---We are faved by hope.” - 
And that Mifs Thornton will always, by word and deed fland to 
her motto, and rejoice in the Lord our God, Creator, Redeemer, 
and Sanélifier. To him let us give glory zz the fires. Amen, 


To.a NOBLEMAN. 
My Lord, Nyon, Dec. 15, 1779. 


¥ the American Colonies and the Weft India Iflands are rent 
from the crown, there will not grow one ear of corn the lefs 

jn Great Britain. We thall ftill have the neceffaries of life, and, 
what is more, the Gofpel, and liberty to bear it. If the great 
{prings of trade and wealth are cut off, good men will bear that 
Jofs without much forrow ; for {prings of wealth are always fprings 
of luxury, which, fooner or later, deftroy the empires. corrupted 
by wealth. Moral good may come out of our loffes; I with you 
' may feeitin England, People on the Continent imagine, they 
fee it already in the Englifh on their travels, who are faid to bes 
sap with more wifdom, and le/s haughtinefs, than they were ufed 


Oo. 

Laff year faw the death of three great men of thefe parts——- 
Roffean, Voltaire, and Baron Hae a Senator of lis The 
lait, who is not much known, I think, in England, was a great 
philofopher, a profound politician, and an agreeable poet ; ‘but he 
was particularly famous for his {kill in botany, anatomy, : 
phyfic. He has enriched the republic of letters. by Such 2a 

- ber 
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ber of publications in Latin and German, that the catalogue of 
them is alone a pamphlet, : 

This truly great man has given another proof of the truth of 
Lord Bacon’s affertion, that, “although {matterers in philofophy 
are often impious, true philofophers are always religious.” | 
have met with an old, pious, apoftolic Clergyman, who was inti- 
mate with the Baron, and ufed to accompany him over the Alps, 
in his rambles after the’ wonders of nature. “* With what plea~ 
fure, {aid the Minifter, did we admire and adore the wifdom of 
the God of nature, and fan&ify our refearches by the fweet praifes 
of the God of grace!” | 

When the Emperot paffed this way, he flabbed Voltaire to the 
heart, by not paying him a vifit: but he waited on Haller, was 
two hours with him, and heard from him fuch Pious talk, as he 
never heard from half the philofophers-of the age. The Baron 
was then ill of the diforder, which afterwards carried him of. ~~ 

Upon his death bed, he went through fore conflifls about his 
intereft in Chrift; and fent to the oid Minifter, requefting his 
moft fervent prayers, and wifhing him to find the way through 
the dark valley fmoother than he found it himfelf. However, in 
his laft moments, he expreffed a renewed confidence in God’s 
mercy, through Chrift, and died in peace. The old Clergyman 
added, that he thought the Baron went through this confliét, to 
bumble him thoroughly, and, perhaps, to chaftife him for having 
fometimes given way to a degree of felf-complacence, at the 


_ thought of ‘his amazing patts, and of the refpeé they procured 


him from the Jearned world. He was obliged to become laft in 
his own eyes, that he might become firft and truly great in the 
fight of the Lord. Iam, my Lord, &c. 


To the Right Hon. Lady MARY FITZGERALD. 


*» My nach honoured Lady, Madeley, Sept. 3, 1781, ~ 


7 days ago, I cate here, after an abfence of above a 
A. month; and yefterday I received the honour of your letter 
without date, which has been, I am'told, waiting here fume time, 
What a pity I did not rejoice fooner in the good news you 
fend me, that you defire to be entirely devoted to God, Indeed, 
complaints follow; but heaven is in that holy defire. If you 
cultivate it, it will produce all that conformity to a holy God, 
which love can bring to a human foul, called to partake the 
divine nature. As for your complaints, they are the matural 
expteflions of that repentance, which precedes, in our hearts, 
the coming of the Comforter, who is to abide with us for ever. 
Tam ready to rejoice, or to mourn with my honoured friend; 
and I have abundant caufe to do both, with refpe&t to myfelf, 


_ ,my miniftrations, the Church, and my people: 


_ And will you, indeed, find it in your heart to honour my 
youfe with your prefence, and perfume alfo with your prayers 
Fae apartments occupied by your friend Johnfon? —— 
i ; oes ; er. - 
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at nothiag on earth, when I confider the condefcenfion with 
sohich Emmanuel came down from heaven, and filled q flable 
with his glory. Yourtime, my condefcending friend, will fuit 
me beft. You will be. queen in my hermitage, the Lord will 
rule.in our hearts, and you will command under him within our 
walls. - You fmile, perhaps, at the vaitnefs of your new em-_ 
pire; but if you can be content and happy in God in my homely 
folitude, you will make greater advances towards blifs, than 
if you obtained the principality of Wales. But if you cannot 
be happy with Jefus, prayer, praife, godly converfation, and re- 
tirement, expect a difappointment. However, my honoured 
friend, if you come, come as the ferious Catholics go on a 
pilgrimage, as French noblemen go to the Carthufian convent 
at La Trappe, as the French king’s aunts went to the Carmelites : 
come and do. evangelical pennance. Our good friend Johnfon, 
will.tell you of an upper room, where we-crucify our old man, 
and. have had many a vifit from the new. If you do not bring 
her with you, bring her faith, which brought him down, and 
then you fhall not pine for the company of earthly princes. The 
Prince of peace and life himfelf will keep his. court in our 
‘cottage, and your heart fhall be one of his favourite thrones. _.“ 
I hope my Lady, you will bring us good news of our friends 
in St. James’s Place. My heart vifits them often, and if bodies 
could move as quick as thought, they would be importuned 
frequently with my company. If you write to them, before I 
_ do, convey my Chriftian and grateful love in your letter, and 
accept it yourlelf from, my honoured and dear Lady, your dus 
tiful fervant in Chrit, j. F 


To Mifs PERRONET. 


My dear Friend. Madeley, Sept. 4, 1781. 
47 OU want “fome thoughts on the love of God,” and I want 
the warmeft feedings ot it. Let us believe his creating, feel 
his preferving, admire his redeeming, and triumph in his fanc. 
tifying love. Loving is the beft way to grow in love. Look we, 
then, at the love of our heavenly Father, fhining in the face of 
our elder Brother, and we fhall be changed into love, his image 
and nature, from one glorious, and glorifying degree of love to 
another, Love always delights in the objeét loved. Delight 
thou in the Lord, then, and thou fhalt have thy heart’s defire ; ”? 
for we can defire nothing more than the /upreme Good, and in- 
Jjimite Blifs: both are in God. When, therefore, we love God 
truly, we delight in what he is, we fhare in his infinite happi- 
nefs; and by divine fympathy, his throne of glory becomes 
ours ; for true love rejoices in all the joy of the objeét it cleaves 
to. Add to this, that, when we love God, we have always our 
hearts defire ;_ for we love hzs will, his defires become ours, and 
urs are always perteéily refigned to his. Now as God doe 

‘whatever he pleafes both in. heavem and earth, his lovers hay 

ini > always 
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always their hearts defire, forafmuch as they always have Ais well, 
which ,is theirs. Submitting our private will to his, is only 
preferring a greater good to a lefs, as our Lord did in the garden ; 
and we are all called to do it in affli@ions, Farewell, my dear 
friend, and excufe thefe refleions, which you could make 
g™uch better than your humble feryant, iF 


To the Right Hon. Lady MARY FITZGERALD, 


‘ / My dear and honoured,Friéad, Madeley, Sept. 29, 1781. 
Y OU have been in the fire of affli€tion, where faith is tried, 


where patient hope is exercifed, and where perfeét love, 
which caits out fear, and endureth all things, is proved worthy ef 
him, who made bare his breaft, and faid to his. Father, Lo! 
come to do thy will, O God!” I come to be obedient unto 
death, even the painful, fhameful death of the crofs. _ 
Continue to offer your body as a living, or, if it pleafe God, 
as a lingering, dying facrifice, to him, who has decreed, that if 
we will reign with Chrift, we mutt uffer with him. This is 
our reafonable fervice ; for it would be abfurd, that our Lord 
fhould have been perfe&ted by fufferings, thorns, and the crofs, 
and that we fhould have nothing but enjoyment, rofes, and a 
a crown, How faithful, how merciful is our God! He brings 
you once more from the verge of eternity: well, my dear friend, 
I welcome you back into life, and into the enjoyment of farther 
opportunities of receiving and doing good,—of growing in grace, 
and perfeéting holinefs in the fear of the Lord. ; 
Chaftened, fpated like you, and more and more convinced, 
that [am helpleffnefs itfelf, and that there is help laid on our 
Surety-and Saviour for us, I invite you to fay with me—When £ 
am weak, Chrift my life is ftrong fill: for me to live thall be 
Chrif, and to die gain. Dear Madam, to know the bare crofs is 
uncomfortable; but to know, and gather the fruit of that tree, is 
life from the dead, it is more abundant life after fainting. Let 
us then know, i. e, confider, and embrace Jefus Chrift crucified 
to make an end of fin;—fhedding tears, arid his moft precious 
blood, to cleanfe us from all fin; to trace again the divine image, 
roodnefs, love, and happinefs on our fouls, and to feal our firm 
title to glory, ~ ; 
_* Notatext,” fay you, “came to me, only “I knew none 
yerifhed at his feet :” then, you remembered Chrift, the Jum and 
Fisfance of all the Scriptures; then you believed on’ him, in 
whom all the fweeteft texts, and all the promifes are yea, and 
amen. O believe more fteadily, more confidently. Dare even 
Mote ‘the apoftolic precept, * Reckon yourfelves dead indeed, 
unto fin, but alive to God by Jefus Chrift’ our Lord.” Embrace 
- with more earneftnefs, the righteou/ne/s of faith, and you will 
_ have more peace and joy in the Holy Ghoft. Rejoice in 
— Chrift, your peace; yea, rejoice in God, your Saviour; and 
ox, XIX. April 1796. — = ir 
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if there is. a needs,be, for. your being’ in heavinefs for. a feafon, 
rejoice in tribulation: ‘ forrowful, but always rejoicimg. ‘When 
I am deftitute of all comfort, this fhall yield me-comfort,”, faith 
Kempis, “ that thy will is done.” If Abraham believed in hope 
againit hope, that is againft human, natural hopes can you not, 
through grace, as a daughter of Abraham, rejoice 1n heavenly hope 
againit aJl natural feelings, and even again ft all temptations 
“Count it all joy, fays St. James, when you fall into divers 
temptations” and trials. Don’t be atraid of the ftorm: Chrift is 
in the fhip, and he does not fleep, ds unbelief is apt to fancy. _ 
I thank you, my dear Lady, for your friendly wifh of leaving 
your clay here. I return it, by wifhing you may leave all the _ 

body of fin, now, in that myfterious grotto on mount Calvary, 
where myriads of finners have buried their doubts, their fears, 
and their old man. Prop up your clay a little longer ; for I want 
to fing with you, ‘ Salvation to God and the Lamb.” 1 want 
you to help me, with the underftanding and the voice to witnels, 
that Jefus “ faves to the uttermoft all, who come to God through 
him ;” that he can, not only make an end of fin, but bring in an 
everlafting, triumphant righteou/ne/s. 3 7? 
I am not without hope of feeing you in London, before you 
fee your future hermitage. All my brotherly love goes to Town, 
and falutes you and your good nurfes, to whofe continued care, 
‘as well as to that of our dear Redeemer, I earneftly recommend 
you. I am, my dear Lady, your obedient, affegtionate sores 
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THe USE or RAIN. . ; 


N the trueft fenfe of the word, Rain ought to be called a Prefent 

from Heaven. The bleffings our heavenly Father pours upon 
us by this means, are equally abundant and neceflary for uss As. 
the confequences of a continued drought would be fatal to us, fo 
the advantages are equally precious which the refrefhing fhowers , 
afford. Who can deicribe or know all the advantages which ac- 
crue from them? But if we cannot give an exaét account of 
them, we may at leaft refle&t on fome of the mof confiderables 
The heat of the fun a€ts without interruption on the different’ 
bodies on the earth, and continually exhales thin. particles from 
it, which fill the atmofphere in the form of vapours. We fhould 
breathe thefe dangerous exhalations with the ait, if now and then” 
they Were not carried off by the rain, which beats them down to ° 
the ground, and thus clears and purifies the air, It is no lefs ufe~ 
ful in moderating the burning heat of the atmofphere. The Rain 
that falls froma higher region, brings to the lower atmofphere 
a refrefhing coolnels, of which we always feel the agreeable ef. 
fe€ts when it has rained. It is alfo to the Rain we muft partly 


‘impute the origin of fountains,’ lakes, and confequently rivers. . 
Every body knows in what-abundance we are’ fupplied with thefe 
f * > i tek. --“feveral - 
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feveral fources of water in the wet and rainy feafons ; whereas 
they evaporate during a long drought. But to feel how ufeful and 
neceffary Rain is, it is fufficient to obferve how the earth and ve- 
getables languifh for want of thefe fruitful fhowers, without 
which every thing would decay. Rain is in many refpeéts the 

‘food of vegetables. It refrefhes and foftens the earth, which is 
dried up, and in a manner petrified by the heat of the fun. It 
circulates in the finer veins, and in the veffels of plants and trees, 
and conveys to them thofe beneficial juices which preferve their 
life, and promote their growth. When it pours on mountains, it 
{weeps from them a fine, rich earth, which it depofits in the yal- 
lies where it falls, and which it manures. 4 

Yes, Lord! thou haft planned all with Wifdom, and the earth 
is full of thy Goodnefs! Such is, without doubt, the conclufion 
that we muft all draw from thefe refleftions. And if from thefe 
we are led to adore and blefs Gon, let us purfue the fubjea, 
that it may make a deeper impreffion on our minds, 

What finer objeé& can be prefented to our fight than’a clear 
and ferene fky! Is not that beautiful blue vault extended over us, 
fufficient to fill every heart with admiration and delight? But 
all the beauties of the fky would difappear, if by the direétion of 
the winds, the clouds fhould come and draw a thick curtain be- 
fore us. What are the fentiments fuch a revolution fhould create 
in us? Thefe are at Jeaft what it ought to infpire:——Uowever 
beautiful this fcene which we contemplate with fuch delight, 
there are fome incomparably greater, which no cloud can deprive 
us of, and which would make us ample amends for the lofs of all 
others. For what are all the beauties of. nature compared to the 
beauty of that great Beinc, in whofe contemplation alone an 
immortal fpirit can find felicity ! It is not without defign, that 
God fometimes deprives us for a while of thofe things which 
gives us moft pleafure. He wifhes to teach us to feek our hap- 

inefs in him, and to confider him as our fovereign good. Bes 
fides, thofe very privations are they not often compenfated by 
many outward advantages? Thofe clouds which conceal from 
us the beauty of the fky, are the fources of beneficent rains 
which render the earth fruitful. Let us remember this; and, 
every time that adverfity makes our days gloomy and melan- 
choly, let us be perfuaded, that even thefe misfortunes will be- 
come, in the hands of our heavenly Father, inftruments of future 
happinefs. Lei us alfo confider Rain as the image of the gifts of 
fortune: For beneficial as moderate Rains may be, they are 
equally hurtful if they ‘laft too long, or come unfeafonably. So 
it is in refpe€t to earthly goods. Their too great abundance might 
be the caufe of our deftruétion. Let us therefore thank our hea- 
venly Father for refufing us gifts, which we might afterwards 
find to be real punithments. Let us, then, learn to be content, 

- with all the difpenfations of a wife and gracious Providence in 

the government of the world. neg only can know the manner 
st ae eae t 2 in 
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in which his-bleflings can beft be beftowed. He fendeth forth 

his commandment to the clouds, and they fly to execute the will 

of their Creator, Shall’ man dare to undertake to dire€t their 

courfe, though perhaps the leaft confiderable part in the ordinance 
of the world? How. then can we be rafh enough to blame the 

ways of Providence on much moge important occafions ? 


Part of a Letter from Mr. R. to Mrs. R. A. 


Sept. 16, 1781. 
1 aeiee that fow in tears fhall moft affuredly reap in joy. But * 
i. then we muft fow in hope, if we would reap a glorious 
harveft. *‘ Believeft thou? Thou fhalt. fee greater things than 
thefe,” This Text ought never to be from your mind. It fhould 
rife with you, pray wih you, preach with you, converfe with 
you, and lie down with you. When we are made perfe@lly wil- 
ling to--.* jell all,’ we are then on the verge of a great Salvation. 
This falvation is nigh us, even at the very door. What I mean 
is, that you muft zow be willing to be faved God’s own way : And 
that when, where, and how he will. If you are indeed brought 
to this point, I dare affirm that you are not far from the glorious- 
liberty of the children of God: And is this really the language 
of your fgul? Then attend to a few things. You muft forget all 
rou are, and,all you have been: I do not mean that you muff ob- 
iterate all you have experienced of the goodnefs and love of 
Jefus: 1, only mean, that you muft in fome degree, fo turn the 
eye of your mind from all your bleffings, and all your wants and 
woes, from. every paft, as well as prefent exercife of foul, and 
come to Jefus in the fimplicity of a new-born babe. All your 
wanderings from God, your inattention of mind, or backfliding’ 
from him, cannot keep you from the bleffing of loving him with 
all your foul, if you only come as a helplefs and forlorn beggar, 
determined to die at the feet of Jefus. Die to felf, and then you 
fhall live to Him. When your fouk comes to this point, I well 
know, that the powers of hell, and all the remains of felf and fin, 
will be moved to oppofe you. But you muft fettle it in your 
heart, that the way to Chrift, to holinefs and heaven, lies by the 
gates of the infernal den. You muft alfo remember, who is wit 
you. Chnift is with you: his blood was fhed for you. If fo, at 
the powers of hell, earth, or fin, carmot withftand him, nor ren- 
der ineffe€iual his purifying blood. Your enemies muft give way, 
and the walls of feparation will fall down, ns thofe of Jericho) 
by the power of God. Only believe and embrace the sera 
word, oath, and promifes of your Almighty Captain, who leads 
you forth to conqueft and the eternal crown, = i tits 
., Are you willing\to be a fool for Chrift? You really muft be 
fo, if you expett to be faved by faith, through grace. Such a 
foul lofes fight of every thing by: Chrift, Ka continually cries . 


out, 
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gute Give me Jefus ; I. want Jefus ; 1 muft have Jefus, or I die. 
ll we want is—only Chriff, and his full, free, and prefent fal. 
vation, to ‘be conftantly before the eye of our mind. Then we 
fha!l have fuch a view, as human language cannot defcribe. His 
fulnefs is adequate to all our wants, and he freely offers it, with. 
out money or price: The happy effeéts of this will be, that.-- 
* beholding as in a glafs the glory of the Lord, we are changed 
into the fame image ; a glory to glory, even as by the {pirit of 
the Lord.” “ Aud this is the vi@ory that. overcometh the world, 
even our faith.” : 

__Thefe truths being duly attended to with our whole heart, we 
rife out of felf and fin, into the bofom of Chrift. When we 
have Him, we have all we want: and as we hold him, and ufe 
him, we with for a thoufand hearts to love him more. You are to 
go forward unto Jefus, every day and every hour, juft as you are, 

I thank my dear Lord, that I have found, for fome weeks pait, 
fuch liberty of foul in looking unto Jefus and coming to Hing 
every moment, juft as I am, as words cannot defcribe. I think 
about no particular flate of foul, but my conftant wry. 38, eas 
give me Jefus! I muft have Jefus! For without Him, I can do 
nothing.” 

May the lover of fouls fill your heart and mine with himfelf, 
and then we fhall have holinefs and heaven {weetly blended to- 
gether. We fhall then live indeed, for Chrift hall live in us, 
and be our All in All! ; 
- The more I feel of the love of Jefus, the more tendernefs I feel 
for my Chriftian friends and all that are dear to me, but then it is 
without that perturbation of mind which ufed formerly to make 
me careful and troubled about many things. Iam yours, &c. 


i From Mifs R. to Mifs F. 
& Nov. 1, 1788. 
Y dear Friend’s kind and truly Chriftian Letter was exceed- 
ing welcome. It breathed the true {pirit of a foul panting 
after more of God: Here I meet you, and mutt willingly re- 
fume our interrupted correfpondence, that we may help each other 
to prefs towards our “calling’s prize.” Salvation from what is 
“gontrary to Love, isa great blefling; but for fome years paft, it 
has appeared to me as but juft like entering on the borders of the 
romifed land: Here it is with us as with the Ifraclites, the g 
fad is before us; we are called to go up and poffefs it. And to 
what degrees, the Lord can and will enlarge and fill the Soul, that 
abides in his love, we do not now conceive. O that we may 
know by fweet experience; and as rivers run toward’ the 
Ocean, continually gathering as they go; fo may we return to 
the bofom of our Lord, continually increafing in his knowledge 
at d love, by all we meet with in our way to his Kingdom, We 
‘Know he would have us fhout ViGtory, while travelling through 
a wildernefs; and bleffed be the God of our Salvation, for the 
power he imparts unto us foto do. I blefs his name I am saw. 
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ally faved, but I want to be more than a Conqueror, viz. to gait 
by all I met with, what my Lord defigns I fhould. I fee 1mmea- 
furable lengths before me, and hear him inviting me to come for- 
ward. My Soul has lately felt fuch a getting to, and abiding near 
the feet of Jefus, as in fome meafure experimentally explains to 
me that fweet exhortation in Ifaiah, ‘In returning and reft, 
fhall ye be faved: In quietnefs and confidence fhal] be your 
firength.” I know nothing that will fo effefiually help us, as 
living in Jefus. O that we may advert to bim continually. Walk- 
ing in, his prefence prevents diffipation ; and the Soul that lives, 
gathering itfelf into God, will renew its Strength. Yield to and 
follow after the attraétion of your Saviour’s love: by dwelling 
upon this, your Soul will increafingly perceive its amazing depth, 
and may fo fink into the boundlefs Ocean as to go’ through alt 
you meet with, bleffedly furrounded with it. We mutt live in 
our center, if we would glorify God. Here our great ftrength 
lies. Let us then renew our Adis of Faith, and fly into the ftrong 
Tower of our Saviour’s name, Iam, &c.’ 


° . 


From Mrs. S. C. to Mifs F. M. 


oa Uae fubjeGtion of our Wills to whatever Providence appoints, 
is that which makes all things work together for our goods 
Refignation, is that which extra€ts the {weet from every bitter herb. 
If my dear Friend afks, ‘* But what fhall I do to be thus refizn- 
ed ?” I anfwer, Hearken to him who fpake as never man {pake,--- 
** He that believeth fhall be faved.” But another {pirit whifpers, 
** Be firft faved, and then believe when the Work is done.” Thus 
have many of the dear children of God been impofed upon by. 
the deceiver. In the beginning, they felt the burthen of a€tual 
tran{greffion fo heavy, that they were,{in a manner) conftrained 
to believe, left they thould die and fink below the grave. But 
fince the fear of Death and Hell is removed, they. can bear with 
the pines of inbred corruption, (if not its outbreakings,’ and in 
effect tell our Lord, he may give them gradually a {mall increafe 
of faith, which will bring a little more Power; but they will not 
believe he can now throughly cleanfe them by the Word he hath 
fpoken. But they who dare believe him true, fhall feel his utmo 

power to fave. You feel that his Blood cleanfeth from Sin, a 
why not from all Sin-? Be affured our bleffed Lord is willing to, 
give you Now all you want. Lord increafe your Faith; for ac. 

cording to that fo fhall it be done unto you. Tam, &c, 


From Mifs E, H. to Mifs F. M, 
Dear Sifter, | rs * 


Dp? not be afraid of knowing yourfelf. We oft fhrink from 

‘this painful knowledge, and clamour for comforts; and by 
becoming our own Carvers, we experience with the. Ifraelites, 
quails and Jeannefs withal. If we would but be workers together - 
with God finply, we fhould make a much fwifter progrefs in the 


Way - 
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‘Way to the Kingdom. Our own Will, even.in holy thmgs, muft 
be given to God’s Will. I believe there is a negative and a pofi- 
tive Salvation, and we are oft looking for the latter, when we de 
not poffefs the former. We fhould endeavour to remember our 
Lord’s words, “ Firft the blade, then the ear, then the ful] corn in 
the ear.” Alfo St. John’s diftin@ions, « Little children, young 
men, and fathers.” Through not attending to the Work of the Spirit 
in its different flages, we make many miftakes, feeking for things 
out of the order of God. Asa Babe in Chrift, I fhould know 
my fins forgiven; and in this Knowledge, be afking for the abid- 
ing Witnefs of the Spirit, proving the Word of God to be quick 
and powerful, and thus overcoming the wicked one. The youn 
Men may then juitly afpire after that glorious Reft and blefled 
Liberty which even now remains for the people of God; viz. 
to have the Love of God perfeéted in them, and then to be ena- 
bled to rejoice evermore, pray without ceafing, and in every thing 
to give thanks. | I am, &c. past EF 


From Mr. M. to Mrs. P. 

Dear Sifter, Dec. 1785, 
OU may be well affured, that every frefh difcovery which 
the Spirit makes, is a pledge and an earneft of the ea 

which we want, if we are powertully drawn after it. Nor fhoul 
there be a doubt, but if we obey the drawings, following after 
the Lord, we fhall obtain. Only we muft beware left we fuffer, 
iit. By being in any degree unthank ful for what we do enjoy ; 
endly. By expeéting what we want in any other way than we 
“have received all former bleffings, viz. by faith. It is well to 
guard againft {peaking or aéting either of, or for ourfelves, i. e. 
without acknowledging the Lord as our Guide and Ruler : And 
there is not a more effeétual way of preventing this, than that of 
looking to the Lord for light and dire@ion in every maiter; and _ 
undoubiedly we {hall receive his afliftance, and be thereby enabled 
more abundantly to glorify him in all things. Yet even then, we 
fhall not always fucceed according to our defire, and if not care- 
ful, may fall into various unprofitable reafonings, inferring that 
we have ated wrong either in the matter or manner. The ad- 
vice we gave, is not fo fuccefsful as we defire ; the good we with, 
is not done; the work we wanted to promote, is not promoted : 
Therefore we think that we have been to blame, and fo fall. 
into a kind of fretting at ourfelves, on account of our unbelief 
and ingratitude towards God. It is this I fear leads you into thofe 
_ reafonings, which although they do not bring you into condem-, 
nation, yet hinder your enjoyment of a larger degree of commu- 
jon with God. ' ai | 
MR cnet to be rather matter of rejoicing than forrow, that we 
are made fepfible of the leaft defeét in the matter or manner of 
oueicas ords, or thoughts; as hereby we have freth occafions 


of feeing and feeling our 2 a Jefus, aad penne 


_ come up higher, and yet higher ftill, till’ you are @? 
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tary need of the virtue of his atonement: As alfo a more abun- 
dant neceflity of watching every avenue of the foul, left any thi 
enter, oF pais, which may in the fmalleft degree hurt us, or dil- 
bonour the Lord. It is far more to be fanétified in foul and 

and fpirit, than barely to be cleanfed from fin. This we fha 
Jearn, as the Holy Spirit teaches ; and he will do it, fwiftly and 
éeffeftually, if we give up ourfelvés to him, and avoid thofe rea- 
fonings and wanderings which grieve him and damp us. He will 


- then more fully conform us to himfelf, and in a far higher degree 


make us as he was in this world. Oh, then, let us fimply attend 
to his teachings, and in all things give ourfelves wholly to him, fo 
fhall we receive more abundantly of his divine Nature, Iam, &c. 


From Mr M. to Mrs. P. 


My very dear Friend, May 95 1793- 
E rejoice im what the Lord has done for your foul in. the 
laft two years. And if you have fo improved the bleffings 
received, as to be fenfible of your owr utter infufficiency, for any 
thing good, but by the continual aid of divine grace, it is matter 
of much confolation; as you will be thereby led toa mote entire 
dependance upon JESUS, that all your offerings may be accepted 
of God through Him: 
This is the only fafe way we can walk in, as it always tends to 
abafe us in our own efteem, and infpires us with gratitude for all 


, we receive; as it fhews us we have (as of and from ourfelves) a 


right to no manner of good thing: And if we perfevere in re- 
nouncing ourfelves and relying upon Chrift, we muft expe& to 
be affaulted with various temptations from our great adverfary, 
whom nevertlelefs we fhall be able to refift, through the conftant 
fupplies of grace from our Redeemer. , 
This alfo greatly tends to our confirmation and eftablifhment in 
the divine life, becaufe it prevents us from trufting in any thing 
we have, efpecially our joys and comforts; and fhews us a more 
permanent foundation whereon to reft, even God, who is ever the 
fame, let our fituation alter as it may. “And likewife we are ena- 
bled hereby to difcover the proficiency we are making in reli. 
on; a clear manifeftation whereof begets thankfulnefs in our 
earts, and we find the throne of grace more eafy of accefs, 
May the Lord enable you to abound in this grate alfo. You 
need not fear any fatal effets from the eagernefs of your pur- 
fuit of ipiritual Dleffings ; becaufe whatever may be wrong, either ~ 
in thé malter or manzer of it, will foon be difcovered, and edily 
removed, when your foul is on fid/ flretch to be wholly zee 
to Him: nor will you ‘eafily reft in what you have already re- 
ceived, becaufe, the Lord will reveal to you the a hts of grace 
that are flill before you; amd he will attra aad i you 


lowed up in his plenitude of love. | 
‘ ae S d-oege le) lh Sas + ee © 


On the Ufe of Hatz Pownzr. 20% 


. The felicity of being a real follower of Jusus, far excesds all 
world, and pours conte@pt upon all the gloiies of it, becaufe 
oa wil.then be fully and compleatly faished with your choice, 
tke Mary to fit a: Jrsus’s feet! You will crave nithing more, 
will want nahing elfe! He is all the world to thole whofe 
are filled with perfed love. The future is fcarce in the 
eof fuch, becasle they are fo entirely taken up with ---- how 
7 may meet and enjoy the [ales of their Loan now! And 
therefore they ase jelous lefl any thing thould arife to difplezfe 
Him, who is come to be their gucit; or rather admitted them 
to fo great intimacy with himlelf 
_.. May it be your daily employment to follow the Lamb wherever 
He goes; fo that walking in the light as Heis in it, you may 
ove that Hrs blood does indted cleanfe you from all fin, and 
sis fpisit does G))_ you with all rightcoufacls! And then you can 
truly fay, “1 live not, but Cunist liveth in me; and the life I 
live is by faith in Him, who loved me, and gave hinifelf for mie.” 
Then will your foul be as a watered garden, and as a (pring 
whole waters cancot fail! Even fo, Lord Jefus, let it be with 
my dear friend! Il am, &c. E. R. 
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On the Ufe of Hatz Powpez. 
Y the year 1614, fome ballad fingers in France iatroduced the 
mode of decorating their heads with Powder. The fabhion, 
however, ‘made but flow progrefs in England ull within thefe laf 
forty years; of late, indeed, st has become almoft ustiwerfal ; fo 


. that net only perfous of fonune have adopted it, but even fer- 


y 
at 


4 


+ - 


opened sheir and 

ot PE i yg eat caule of this awful calamity. John 
in his Letter on this fubjeft, to the Right Hon. 

William Put, obferves, That the number of Hait-Dreffers in this 


mounts to 18,25,000 pounds in vam Wedbed ye oy dodged five 


profe bait dselers, will make 


Commons, it appears that 
in Great Britain, in one year, was 
xpended in the above- 
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quartern loaves. Thefe three numbers being added together, a- 
mount in all to above Thirty Millions of quartern loaves, which 
at gd, each, amounts to one million one hundred and forty-fix 
thoufand, four hundred and twenty-one pounds, Britifh money. 
Great as this fum may feem to appear, yet I believe, (adds Mr. Don- 
aldfon) it is far-fhort of the real quantity and value of wheat and 
flour ufed in the making of flarch and hair-powder. In fome of 
the cheap. drefling fhops they frequently ufe a peck of flour, that 
is 14 pounds, on a Sunday only, and a quartern, or 3% pounds 
‘on each of the other days, fo that the average I have ftated of 
one pound a day, appears to be under what is really expended. 

Mr. Donaldfon in his Pofifcript fays further, “* On re-confider- 
ing the quantity of hair-powder, &c. ufed.in a year, and fpeak- 
ing with fome-friends on this fubje&, I believe I have not ftated 
above half the real quantity expended. So that in place of thirty 
‘millions, I fhould have faid—Sixty Millions of quartern loaves ; 
the amount of which, at nine-pence each, is Two Millions, Two 
‘Hund d Nine-two Thoufand Pounds, Britifh money, thrown 
‘away within the laft-twelve months, to the great lofs of the Poor, 
and may be.confidered as one of the chief reafons of the prefent 
high price of Brean!” 


DOOSOSOOOSeSO 
Ox CONTENTMENT. 


OME, fweet companion, drop thy downy wing, 
C And o’er life’s darknels thed chy: ealdL lhe 
Come high-priz’d gueft, thy fofteft comforts bring, 

-And make my hours with thy prefence bright. 
Round thy low manfion, olives {pread their fhade, 
And peace, unknown to every {plendid dome: 
Let flumbers bland, embalm the hermit’s head, 
While care’s black tribe through regal towers roam, 
With thee, plain diet, health and vigour give, 
The mind at reft, no inward tempeft knows, 
While pride, ambition, envy, wakeful live 
And feel a thoufand flings in varying woes, 
Thy mildeft rays ilume the humble cot, 
_ Defpis’d by greatnefs, flranger to true blifs: 
Pleafures unbought ftill feaft the mean man’s lot, 
Which jealous pomp is ever fure to mifs. 
The Mea {port in thy blithe train, PS, 
‘While in pride’s bofom rage the fullen winds; 
The* ambitious foul flill bleeds with latent pain, 
And waves roll reftlefs in afpiring winds, 
Learn, pride, thy leffon from Contentment’s {chool, “ - 
__ Learn, from her placid mien, of peace the price : apes Y 
In vain thou feekeft good, O fplendid fool! ~~ ~~ ¢ 
Pure Joys are fimple, never dear, nor nice. 


Heayes 
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Heaven on juft balance hangs all human things : 
_ Contentment throws her bleffings at our door ; 
“No diftance great betwixt the mean and kings, 
The mind well temper’d, forms the.rich and poor, 


By the fage oracle; Actaus nam‘d, 

Happieit of men, was with his herbage found ; 
Title above kings; or heroes here proclaim’d, 

For grandeur’s feet ne'er trod fuch facred ground. 


Health, the prime jewel, which enriches life! 
Not with high feafts, or riot ever dwells ; 
Content adopts it, without toil or ftrife, 
In bufy cities loft,----’tis found in cells, 


Why wakes the merchant, flaving {till for gold? 
hy fwell his riches to a mafly ftore? 
The reft he feeks, is neither bought nor fold; 
Immers’d in wealth, he wants, ---- is always poor ! 


Why ftrives ambition to ere& her tow’r ? . 
Even Babel’s height would ne’er Contentment find ;, 

*Tis not in founding names of titled power, 
Heaven firft fix’d it ----in a lowly mind. 


In midnight riot, ftill the fearch is vain ; 
In routs, in cards, in dice’s anxious throw 
Tis never found; a fpring of conftant pains —si 
*Midft thorns and: briars her: fair plants.can’tgrow, 
Her firm broad bafe, in Piety is laid; - - 
The grateful heart will foon her dwelling find, 


When thanks to heaven for all her gifts are- paid, 
Content will then inveft the favour’d: mind. . - 


r 


Learn hence, ye rich, the greatnefs to beflow 
What now is lent you for the nobleft ule; 
- Learn to relieve each pain, each want, each woe, 
The bleflings given, much greater will diffufe. 
Learn ‘here, vain grandeur, (if not crime to call 
By fuch a fame} life’s weak and wearing thtead; | 
The humble heart will rife, the proud mutt fall, 
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And death’s dark veit foon tranfient pomp o’erfpread. 


Come then, Contentment! hail, thou \firmeft friend, 
Teach us thy worth, and-lead us to. thy/bower, 
Through life’s uncertain chequer’d) fcenes attend, | 
To fools let’s leave falfe riches, joy, and power. _ 
Teach us the grateful heart, the ‘ardent ’eye, | 
Phe lowing praife to Him, that all beftows: . 
Teach us firm usr in’ Him, hat rales ‘on high, 
~ And in that BLoop, whence Life immortal flows. 


The 
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> 
The following, Lin xs.were fpoken, by..one of the Boys who has 
lead Wik ducaion A the AsYLUM. for Deaf. and. Dumb 
Children, before the Subfcribers, at the Paul’s-Head, Cateaton- 
“Street,.on-Monday, January. 4, 2799. 5 45 ban TP 

HOUGH bath my founds, Any Voice though-weak, 

- Your kindnefs; friends, forbids my fear,“ 
What I, nce Dumb; attempt:tofpeaky.) syocn 4 

With patient candour you will hegare =f ; 


Encourag’d by yoursbounty paft,.) ey ot Sell 
That lent a wietched: infant aid; 4 

I come, to take:my leave at:laft, » . 
And tell the progrefs 1 have made, 


My‘mind would o’er its prifon range, tow wit J 
And mourn iis thoughts,.in darknefs bound 3-7) 

For afli within was wild and: firange, | f 

t 1>And-alliwas filent wonder ropndt 2} | 


~~ . Though oft’your moving:lips I feé, oes eo eT 
ie ; )» No:chearing founds:my ears admit 5. 
All nature is:as Dumb to me, 
As I,.alas! amwDeaf to int © 
bell 


, Aided by your indufrious art, | Joi: ahosbior al 
_. Defeétive nature: doth improve, Or at 
And_helps:me thus with gratefulsheatt..0) 9 
.« Fo thank youfor your generous laves co. » | 


I Came, ---- nor knew to fpeak orready <5) 0? 
Loft to myfelf, my friends, and ./an ;. 
1 Go, --:- prepar’d:to carn my bread, - enol UT 


And thew:the world your uleful PLAN. j) 54.) 


| ‘< + 
at GR lor thes Loy somed 4 


rT 
PPL LLL LL ID LOLI LI DDD LDL = 


Prizing my SoLitary’ Opportunirizs above all’ Company; 
; OW fweet in filent: thought to trace | 
& The riches of redeeming grace! 
To reckon mercies o’er and o’er, gS, 
And find them fuch an endlefs ftore! ve 
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Arminian Magazine, 
For MA Y $1706. 


REASONS for METHODISM, briefly ftated, in three Letters 


to a. Friend, . 


L:E*TeT +E. Rok 
Dear Sir, 


HAT the late change which has taken place in my opinions 
and condu&, fhould have afforded matter of furprize to you 
and fome others of my friends, is no more than I expeéted. But 
that you in particular fhould exprefs:fo much concern on the __ 
_gccalion, that you fhould even difpute the fincerity of my in- ~- 
‘tentions, and, attempt. to intimidate me from purfuing the courf re: 
have begun, by painting in fuch glaring colours the confequences 
-which you fuppofe likely to refult from fo fudden and unexpefted 
an event, is to me likewife a fource of uneafinefs. Ido not 
underftand why you fhould be forrowful on an occafion which 
, yields me the'molt abundant joy and fatisfattion; yet, it is more 
_ftrange that you fhould refleé& upon the fincerity of my intentions, 
_when at the fame time you affure me that I am purfuing a line of 
condué which muft inevitably expofe me to the ridicule of a 
great part of my friends, and the contempt of the gay and fafhion- 
able circles of fociety. . 
To fatisfy your doubts, to Jeffen your aftonifhment, and to pre- 
vent the neceflity of any future application to me on the fubjeét, 
I will lay before you as briefly as I well can, the caufes which 
have contributed to effe€&t this change, and open to you the real 
-ftate of my mind with refpeé& to matters which I conceive of the 
firft importance fo be believed and attended to. After which you 
are at liberty to make your own comments, and put any con- 
_ ftru&tions you pleafe on what I hall have offered to your con- 
- fideration. ‘ry : 
You cannot. have been ignorant that I was at an early period 
_of my life, initiated into the firft principles of Religion; and as I 
was defigned for the Church during the greateft part of the time I 
remained at {chool, I received a fuitable education. 
~ I devoted great part of my leifure hours to the reading of re- 
ligious books, and accustomed myfelf to make occafional extraéts 
from fuch paffages as appeared moft worthy of regard. I never . 
_ ,negle€ted my prayers, moft of which were of my own compo- 
_ (fition, Hye 4 it a point of reading a certain portion of Scrip- 
ture every day. By thefe means I acquired an habit of devotion, 
Vor. XIX, May, 1796. ~ ; and 
. . 
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and of ferious meditation, which proved a fource of real fatis- 
“ fation, and ‘the exercife of which conftituted at that Aime one 
> of the highest pleafures I was capable of enjoying, _ By degrees 
however when I came to mix more in fociety, faw more into 
the manners, difpoftions, and_purfuits of mankind, and being 
called to the fludy of a profeffion with which F-was totally un- 
acquainted, and very different from that which I had expetted 
to have been brought up to, I became lefs fixed in my principles, 
and the things of time and fenfe began to engrofs a larger fhare 
of my attention. Soon after fome of the writings of the late Dr. 
Jebb, Mr. Lindfay’s Apology, and feveral of Dr. Priefiley’s works 
upon the fubjeét of natural and revealed Religion, were put into 
my hands. The reafoning contained in thele books feemed fo 
plaufible and_even convincing to my mind, that I found no difhi- 
culty in reje€ting as falfe and unreafonable, many of thofe opinions. 
which I had hitherto held facred; I even ridiculed the doétrines 
of original fin, the atonement, and juftification by faith, with 
many others. . In fhort, I became a perfett Sociniam. As fuch I 
‘could no longer in confcience join with the fervice of the . 
~~ Church;.and prudential motives preventing me from, attending. 
‘the Unitarian Chapel, I went to no place of public worfhip 
at ‘all. . 

I had not long adopted thefe principles, before an opportunity 
occurred tq me of reading Helvetius, and a few of the deiflical 
writings of Voltaire. Thefe, together with the converfation of 
fome individuals of a fimilar Seatac! prefently wrought in me 
another change, I reje€ted now the authority of the Scriptures 

entirely, looked upon every attempt to eftablifh a revelation as an 
_impofition on the credulity of mankind, atid no fooner faw my- 
felt freed’ from the fhackles of Chriftianity, than I vainly ap- 
plauded my courage, in having at lengthy fhaken off the: preju- 
dices of education, and triumphed in my own fuperior difcern- 
_ment, and what I thought were more juft and rational views of 
nature —_I continued in this ftate of mind for fome years, when 
one day I accidentally took up a book publifhed by the cele- — 
_brated Neckar on the Importance of Religious Opinions. The 
high repute in which this author was held both at home and 
abroad, as Prime Minifter and as a.Statefan, induced me to 
give ita perufal, I foon perceived the fuperior elegance of file, _ 
and the {pirit and energy with which it was written. The can- 
_ dour and liberality of fentiment which ran through the whole of 
it, recommended it ftrongly to my moft ferious attention. On: 
, reflection, 1 began to fee the errors I had been led into ;, his ar- 
_ guments convinced me of the beneficial influence of religion on 
our Hiappinefs,.énd on our condyét, ard of its indifpenfible cons 
_ne€tion with public order and fecurity. But then, though my 
mind was convinced of the truth of thefe principles, yet 1 
wanted power and refolution to reduce them to praéti¢e. 1 
wanted an adequate motive to produce the effect, The éfforts of 
ae OB Sli pater Tadathled 


_ and froma knowledge o 


% 


~ 


oo a 
REAsONsS for Metuonpism. 214 


wnaffifted reafon I knew were ineffeétual, the paflions were ftrong, 
the temptations to indulge them numerous and enticing. Even 
the coniftant avocations of bufinefs co-operated to divert my 
thoughts into other channels; thus however good my inclinations 
might have been, the voice of con{cience was {tifled, and-I once 
more relapfed inte a fate of indifference, and lived as without 
God in the world. 

The Jaft March, reading as was my cuftom, the Analytical 

eview, my attention was direéted to the charaéter of a book, of 
which the moft honourable mention was made ; and the extraéts 
there quoied, and which I perufed with ferioufnefs, impreffed me 
with an idea of its extraordinary merit. I immediately ordered, 
the Work, which was PaLry’s EVIDENCES OF CHRISTI 
ANITY; and though I prefently procured it, yet, from one caufe; 
or another, it lay by me fome time unopened, from that time till- 
the beginning of September, During the preceding month, I had 
had feveral converfations with fome friends on the fubje& of, 
religion in ‘general; the exercifes of my. profeffional duties af- 
forded me an Opportunity of affociating a good deal. with people 
among the Methodifts, who were kind and fiee enough to com- 
municate'to me their fentiments on matters of this nature, I. be- 
gan to think ‘they, were more comfortable and heppy under the 
influence .of their opinions than I was under the influence. of 
mine, that their life was checquered with fewer evils, and their 
condu@ throughout more confiftent' with reafon and virtue. .L 
even envied them their lot, and lamented my Own: inability, tor 
adopt their perfuafiens. It Was in vain that they talked to me of 


.the comforiable aflurances of the Holy Spirit, of the willingnefs 


at God to receive finners, and to an{wer the petitions of thofe 
who come in his Son’s Name; it was to little Purmole that they 
endeavoured to imprefs on my mind the efficacy of divine grace, 


er the excellence of the Chriftian morality, when I denied’ the 
ee authority of the records themfelves from whence thefe doétrines 


are derived. I reafoned however thus with myfelf. “ The 
fcheme of Chriftianity involves a, fubje& of importance, it is 
either true or talfe,’ -A candid enquiry into its evidences is the 


: tmott likely way of deciding the queftion. ..1 have hitherto judged 


it falfe: but on what grounds? Have i confidered attentively 
the nature and number of its evidences? I am fenfible I have 
not, I have only.taken a partial and fuperficial view of the fubjeé, 

f this part I have condemned the whole ; 
in other words, becaufe I could not reconcile certain parts to my 
own reafon, becaufe I could not reduce them toa level with my 
own underftanding, and -make them accord with my ideas of the 


» goodnefs and wifdom. of Ged, I have had the audacity to rejeét 


a] 


i the whole fyftem:as f{purious, .. But ‘furely this. kind of sealoning 


founded on fo imperfe€&t an acquaintance, with the fubje& ith 

muft be altogether unfatisfaétory and inconclufive, even when 

applied to matters of inferior moment, . So that inthe prefent 

eye aFo . inftance, 
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inftance, I muftconfefs, Ihave formed am hafty and premature: 
opinion ;. and the moft probable fuppofiiion is,. that 1 -muft be- 
miftaken. J will therefore re-examine the fubje€t; and as, per-° 
haps, both my prefent and future happinefs are interefted in’ the: 
decifion, it can be efteemed no lofs of time’ to give it the molt~ 
- ferious attention.” By this train’ of reafoning 1 perfuaded my=" 
_ felf to apply diligently to the work in hand. I recolle€ted'I had 
by me the Evidences of Chriftianity mentioned above. . 

I delayed not a moment,’I read, I ftudied, I-refle&ted; I pe-" 
rufed the two volumes twice over ina fhorttime.’ I have réafon: 
to blefs the hour in which'l firft took them up. A’ new light’ 
of Evidence dawned upon my mind ; a’vaft and unexplored field’ 
of argument difplayed itfelf to my view; I faw the narrownels of 
the human intelle&,. the futility of my former reafonings, the 
abfurdity of my fancied objeétions,’ and the ignorancé upon'which* 
they were founded ; and it pleaféd the Almighty God to’ make’ 
that. book inftrumental in reftoring me to’ a fenfé of duty, in’ 
infpiring me with new and purer fentiments: of Religion, and! 
‘ineftablifhing my faith ona foundation which fhali not be fhaken}: 
and ayainft which, I am well perfuaded the gates of hell fhall never 
be able to prevail. 

». Having therefore fatisfied myfelf of the authenticity and di- 
vine authority of the Hory Scriprures, and of the truth of 
the doftrine contained in them, my next bufinefs feemed' to be, 
to ftudy attentively and methodically the New Teftament, as 
being that portion of Scripture moft material for us, as Chriftians, 
to know and underftand; and aftérwards t6 read the Prophets, 
whofe writings bear a clofer conne&tion with, and moré frequent 
allufions to Chrift and the objets of his miffion, than any of 
the other books of the Old Teftament. This being done, taking 
care at the fame time to offer up fervent petitions to the Thréne 
of Grace, that Gop would grant me the affiftance of his Holy 
Spirit, to fit my mind for the reception of revealed truth; I thet 
thought it my duty to confider as impartially as I could, the par- 
ticular nature and defign, of thofe do&rines of which the Bible 
ives an account: By this means I might be able to comparé 
hem with the avowed ténets and opinions of differetit fe€ts of 
Chriftians amongft us, being refolved to unite myfelf with that 
feet, whofe mode. of faith and. condu& fhould appear to me thé 
was conformable, to the general tenor of the Gotpel difpen- 
ation. 
_ After mature deliberation, and I may truly fay, unawed by fea 
of what I might lofe, and inindlieneed oF ibe hope of woaay: 
gain, I embrace Methodifm. The reafon which determined me, 
you will fee explained in the two following letters, al 
In the mean time reft affured that I fhall never ceafe to tefpea 
the church as eftablifhed by law, pray for its profperity, and part 
take gladly as occafion offers im its ordinances. May the boa 
of heaven and earth, enlighten with his wifdom the King of thefe 
Bi: Realms ; 
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Realms; and ‘may, vital. religion, folid liberty, public order, and 
inflexible: loyaky reign in every heart, and animate every foul,. 
I-am, your ‘fincere frend, Disney ALEXANDER. 


L.E.T T. E Rei. 

Dear Sir, ; 
I Am aware that alf the different feéts.into which Chriftianity is; 

divided, profefs to. derive. their. refpe€ive- tenets. from. the: 
Scriptures, and appeal to thefe alone forthe proof of the doGrines 
they advance. But. this diverfity, of opinions. isieafily accounted, 
for, if we confider the numerous prejudices we neceffarily. imbibe, 
in our younger years,,and from which men of the moft, liberal 
education and enlightened underftanding are: notrexempt.. We: 
form our! ideas of things before we are capable of judging of! the 
truth, or propriety of them}; and this-prepoffeffion is,apt to: com. 
tra& our minds, darken our underftandings, and is often:fo fixed) 
and rivetted as to-witbftand the cleareft evidence. 

Moreover,. worldly. intereft fometimes.interpofe-its baneful-in-, 
fluense;. and fooner than refign any of thofe alluring profpeéts it. 
flatters us with, we wilfully {but our eyes againdt the light, refu-, 
fing to liften to: the voice of the charmer, charm he never fo; - 
wilely. Others, again, a€tuated by pure motives, but erring from 
an incorre& and premature judgment, make uptheir minds upon; 
the fubje&, without having ftudied fufficiently the. records from 
whence they deduce their principles; in other words, from.a par- 
tial information, they draw a general’ conclufion, Some-may be: 
deterred by a fenfe of fhame and dread of ridicule, from giving: 
fo much of their time and attention to matters of this kind, as ta 
enable tliem to form a right judgment; and having already bufi.. 
refs enough to engage their thoughts, are glad of the opportunity 
of fheltering themfelves under the fhadow of that religion, what~ 
ever it may be, which their fathers profeifed before them, and im 
which they themfelves were educated, and fo take no farther pains 
or concern about it. ; 
©" ft appears to mé, that it is the indifpenfible duty, of all thofe 
who have ability and opportunity of fearching and examining the. © 
holy Scriptures, to read and think for themfelves. They ought 

‘no means to reft content with building their faith upon the 
opinions of others, but are bound to invefligate its evidences, and 
after having proved all things, then to hold taft that which is. ood. 
Being once fully fatisfied of the authenticity of the gofpel hiftory, 
they fhould ftudy. with diligence the Bible, and at firft, the Bible 
only, that their minds might not be warped by any comments or 


explanations which other authors have given, and which might be 


4 _ apt to bias their judgment and preclude the neceflity of their own 


~ynore fedulous exertions, This plan of ftudy fhould be accom- 


’ 


anied with frequent and fervent prayers to the Almighty, that he 


4 would be pleafed to vouchfafe his Holy Spirit to dire& their en- 


quiries, and to lead them in the Se Whoever 
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Whoever begins and perfeveres in a plan of this kind, a€tuated 
by a fincere love of God and an earneft longing‘after truth, will T 
apprehend, be fure of fucceeding in his ‘labours; and whatever 
fyflem of opinions he may ulumately form, however he may de- 
viate in fome particular points from many of his brethren, fuch a 
man, I have no fcruple in believing, will find favour and accep- 
tance with his God, and prove himfelf, by his life and conduét, 
a zealous and faithful difciple of Jefus Chrift. et 

Having premifed thus much, I fhall proceed to the main objeét- 
of my letter, and give you my reafons, in an open and unequiyo-' 
cal manner, for my entering into the Methodilt connection. 

{ would firft dire your attention to a few of the moft important: 
doétrines taught by the Methodifts. ’ 

Thefe are, origihal fin, the atonement, jultification by faith,: 
andthe new birth. By the firft of thefe we are inftruGed to be- 
lieve that man was created in the image of God; upright, happy, 
and not fubje& to death. That* he was endowed with the means 
of grace'to. continue in this flate, fo’ long as he loved God, and 
perfevered in his duty; but that at the fame time, he had the! 
Hiberty of chufing either good or evil. A blefling»and a curfe 
were fet before him; he knew the conditions on which he entoyed 
the former, he was forewarned of the inevitable certainty of the 
latter, if he deviated from the path of virtue. : 15", 

Yielding however to the fuggeftions and artifices of Satan, uns 
mindful of the mercies he liad received, and afpiring after new, 
fources of happinefs, he in time became corrupt, and his affe@ions» 
were alienated from the true God. He difobeyed the expref&, 
Command of his Creator, and in confequence, fin, mifery, and 
death, were introduced into the world. For not only Adam by, 
thefe means forfeited the Divine favour, but his pofterity Pheri 
were neceffarily implicated in his guilt. All men in all nations; _ 
from that time to the prefent, are born finners’; and as long as 
they remain fuch, are under the condemnation of God’s law. © 

Let us fee firft, how this doétrine agrees with what the Scrip. 
tures have made Khown to us. And kere I obferve, that it is not - 
a folitary text fcattered here and there, in which we find this me- 
Jancholy truth confirmed; nor is it expreffed in metaphorical or 
ob{cure language ¢ it is alerted in almoft every book, and in the 
moft pofitive terms which language would admit ; it is alludéd to, 
either dire&tly or indireétly, throughout the ‘whole fubftance of 
both the Old and New Teflament ; and it evidently conftitutes the 
bafis or foundation of moft of the other do@rines of the Bible, 
The following quotations will I apprehend prove the truth of whag 
bas been advanced. ve 
| That man was originally formed upright and happy, is evident 
from the account given of the Creation in the firit chapter. of © 
Genefis, ‘* And God faid, Let us make man in our.own imia ey 
after our own likenefs: and let him have dominion over the ith 
of the fea, and over the fowls of the air, and over the cattle, ang 
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over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth. So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God created he him ; male arid female created he them, 
And God blefled them, and God faid unto them, Be fruitful and 
multiply, and replenifh the earth, and fubdue it: and have de. 
minion over the fifth of the fea, and over the fowl! of the air, and 
over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.” . Gen. i. 
26—2, 
And in the laft verfe of the fame chapter we read, that, * God 
faw every thing that he had made, and behold it was very good,” 
In the Plalms we read, that God made man “a little lower thar 
the angels, and crowned him with glory and honour. Thou 
made ft him to have dominion over the wcrks of thy hands; and 
haft put all things under his feet.” Pfalm. viii. 5, & 
We find, however, that Adam foon deviated fiom hig original 
righteoufnels, and that the world through him became corrupt, 
Gen. it. 6—19. ‘* And when the woman faw that the tree was 
‘good for food, and that it was pleafant to the eye, and a tree to be 
defired to make one wife; the took of the fruit thereof, and did 
eat, and gave alfo unto her hufband wih her, and he did eat. And 
they heard the voice of the Lorp Gob walking in the garden in 
the cool of the day ; and Adam and his wife hid themfelyes from 
the prefence of the Lonp Gon amongft the trees of the garden. 
And the Lornpb Gop called unto Adam, and faid unto him, Where 
art thou? And he faid, I heard thy voice in the gardens and I 
“was afraid ; becaufe I was naked: and I hid myfelf. And he faid, 
Who told thee that thou was naked ? Haft thou eaten of the tree, 
whereot .I commanded thee, that thou fhouldft not eat ? And the 
man faid;; The woman whom thou gaveit to be with me," fhe gave 
“me of the tree, and I did eat. And the Lornp Gop {aid unto the 
woman, What is this that thou haft done? And the woman 
faid, The ferpent hath beguiled me, and I did eat. Unto the 
. woman he faid, I will greatly multiply thy forrow and thy con- 
‘ception ; in forrow thou fhalt bring forth children; and thy defire 
fhall be to thy hufband, and he hall rule over thee. And unto. 
+ Adam he faid, Becaufe thou haft hearkened unto the voice of thy 
'. «wife, and -haft eaten of the’ tree, of which I commanded thee 
faying, Thou fhalt not eat of it: curfed is the ground for thy fake: 
‘in forrow fhalt thou eat of it al] the days of ‘thy lite. Thorns alfo: 
and Thiftles thall it bring forth to thee; and thou halt eat the 
. herb of the field, In the fweat of thy face fhalt thon eat bread, tilk 
; thou return unto the ground; for out of it waft thou taken; for 
-duft thou art, and unto duft fhalt thou return.” 
~ Genefis vi. 5. we read that “ God faw that the wickednefs of 
“man was great in the eatth, and that eyery imagination ‘of the 
thoughts of bis heart was only evil continually, Verfe 12, we are 
“told that .** God looked upon the earth, and behold, it was corrupt 3 
for all flefh had corrupted his way upon the earth.” We are 
“told that * The children of men are corrupt ;---they have done 
PE SOR, hee Boca Oe : ~ abominable 
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‘abominable works ;--that there is none that’ doeth ma ;---that 
they are all gone afide; they are altogether become Ithy ;---that 
af-we fay we have no fin, we deceive ourfelves ;---that there is 
‘mo man that finneth not.” The Scripture hath concluded all 
men under fin, ‘* that-every mouth may be ftopped, and all the 
world become guilty before God.” We read that “ man drinketh 
Iniquity like water ; ‘that in us dwelleth no good thing.” It was 
this confcioufnefs of the depravity of our nature that made the 
*Pfalmift cry out, I was fhapen in Iniquity, and in fin did my 
“mother conceive me, Pfm.-li. 5. It was this that caufed Haiah 
rto exclaim, ‘“ All we like Sheep have gone aftray ;---we are 
sall as an unclean thing, and ‘our righteoufnefs are as filthy rags.” 
‘Ha. :liii.-and liv. Jeremiah fays, * The heart is deceitful above 
all things, and-defperately wicked.” 

The Apoftle Paul addrefling himfelf to the Romans, declares 
that the carnal:mind:is-not only averfe to what is good, and prone 
‘to’ what is evil, but is at’ enmity with God: and in the 7th chap- 
«ter of his epiftle to'the Romans has thefe words, ‘* I know that in 
ume,’ (that is;in my flefh,) dwelle:h no good thing; for to will is 
prefent: with me, but how ‘to perform that which is good, I find 
mot. For the: good that I would, I do not ;. but the evil which I 
«would not, that Ido. ‘Now if I do that I would not, it is.no more 
I thatide it,- but fin that dwelleth in me. I find then a law, that 
when I-would do good, evil is prefent with me,” ver. 18---21. “Out 

of the’ heart, (Sts Matthew tells us) proceed evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, fornications, thefts, falfe witnefs, bla{pbemies, xv. 19. 

* But not only are we-finners, but as fuch we are under fentence 
of condemnation. ©“ The fout that finneth it fhall die,” faith the 
‘Lord: and ‘the wages of fin is death,” Rom. vi. 23. ‘Sin made 
Cain cry out -his:puntfhment was-greater than he could. bear, Gen. 

‘iv. “ The wrath of God is revealed from heaven againft all un- 
‘godiinefs and unrighteoufnefs- of men,” Rom. i.18. ‘+ Indig- 
‘nation’ and’ wrath, tribulation -and anguith, {hall be upon every 
‘foul of man that doeth evil,” Rom. xi, 9. “ By one man fin 
“entered and death by fin,” Rom. v.12. Speaking of the wicked 
St. Paul fays, “deftruétion and mifery are in their-ways,” ‘*Rom. 
‘mi’ 16. “In St,’ Matthew’s Gofpel, we read, that * The Son of 
‘man ‘fhall fend forth his angels, and they fhall gather out of his 
kingdom all things that. offend, and them which do iniquity ; and 
‘fhall caft them into a furnace’ of fire: where fhall be wailing and 
gnafhing of teeth,” xiii, 41, 42. 

Nor does our Lord, who is the fountain and pattern of true 
charity, fpeak a different language. He bids us.“ fear him, who 
is able to deftroy both foul and body in hell,” Luke xii. 5. He 

folemnly charges us to oppofe corrupt nature with the utmoft re- 

folution, left we be **caft into hell, where the worm dieth not, 

‘and the fire is not quenched,” Mark ix. 43. With tendernefs he 

informs us, that “ whofoever fhall fay to his brother, Thou fool ! 
“fhall be in danger-of hell fire’; That not only’ the wicked, but — 
se tei vt oa Sete: “ the 
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“* the unprofitable fervant fhall be caf into outer darknefs, where 


will be weeping, wailing, and gnafhing of teeth: ” And that he 
himfelf, far from conniving at fin, will fix the doom of all im- 
penitent finners, by this dreadful fentence: Depart from me, ye 
curfed into everlafling fire, prepared for the devil and his angels,” 
Mat. xxv. 41. 

Now fuppofing that we had no other foundation whatever for 
our belief in Original Sin, I apprehend we have here before us 
proof fufficient to convince even incredulity itfelf. But thefe are 
only a very fmall number: of texts compared with thofe which 
might be adduced : allowing alfo that this dofirine were not only 
above the reach of our reafon, but abfolutely contrary to it in 
every fenfe, it would not appear to me in the leaf to invalidate 
the ftrength of the evidence above flated. For human reafon is 
fallible; God’s word is truth; and if a perfon were to objeét to 
me, that he could not believe in the dotrine of Original Sin, 
becaufe he could not reconcile it to reafon, I might an{wer, that 
this is the very caufe why it is moft likely to be true, for had the 
knowledge of it been attainable by reafon alone, there would have 
been lefs neceffity for God to have revealed it. 

But reafon and common obfervation will, if poffible, afford us 
ftill further confirmation of the truth of ‘this doétrine. God isa 
being of infinite juftice, wifdom, power, and goodnefs. He can- 
not therefore be the author of any thing ab olutely evil. Now, 
a great deal both of moral and phyfical evil, exifts in the world: 
It cannot then proceed from God. . Moreover, God has de- 


. nounced a curfe upon finners; God therefore cannot be the au- 


thor of fin, becaufe he could not curfe the work of his own hands. 
We muft look then for the origin of fin, in man’s abufe of that 

ift of Free Will, which he was endowed with by the Creator. 
ie we attend to the natural operation of our own minds, we {hall 
perceive, that inclination generally prevails over duty, and that 
in our dealings with one another we are more frequently prompted 
by paflion, than governed by reafon. On reviewing the {cenes of 
paft life, and bringing back to our recolleftion the days that are 
gone, we cannot but lament,. to what little purpofe we have lived ; 
how much time has been fquandered away in the purfuit of 


vanity and folly, how many opportunities of doing good we have 


negleéted ; and that we fhould have fo fhamefully abufed the ta- 
lents God had given us to be employed to his glory, and the 
working out our own falvation. ss AN fhould we be furprized - 
at.the unbappy confequences of fuch a conduét. On the con- 


trary, we might naturally expeét difappointment, difguft, and re- 


morfe, to be our portion. The experience of all ages, has fhown 
that vice and mifery are infeparably connected, and that in pro- 
ortion as a man deviates from the path of virtue, fo, in general, 
f becomes unhappy. This unhappinefs is not confined to the 
ftate of his mind, independent of other contingent circumflances. 
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But he finds, in a variety of inftances, his favourite fchemes’ 
fruftrated, his brighteft profpeéts clouded. Exclufive of that dif 
~ quiet of mind which is the invariable attendant on a guilty con- 
{cience, he fees that he has been all the time purfuing a fhadow, 
and at the very moment when he flatiers himfelf with the hope 
of attaining his objeét, and being, happy in the poffeffion of it, 


it eludes his grafp, and leaves him nothing but vexation and 


repentance. Nay how often is-even health facrificed to the fordid 
views of intereft-; how often do we accumulate difeafe, and haften 
the approach of death itfelf, by the intemperate indulgence of our 
paflions! How frequently does our mifcondué not only involve 
ourfelves, but our families'and our friends; in one common ruin! 
By this animofities are engendered, the’ties of affe&tion broken; 
malice, envy, and’ all the diabolical. paffions which torment the 
human breaft, fpring up in their room. The world indeed at 
large prefents-a'vaft fcene of: wretchednefs and! woe, which could: 
only have atifem from the innate depravity of our nature, and 
the juft vengeance of Almighty God, which our fins had excited 
againit us. 

What a terrible flate then are we in. by nature! but how in- 
conceivably more dreadful it would have been, had we been left 
in this flate without hope, without refuge, and without a remedy ! 
Blefled be God, this is not our cafe: which leads me to the con- 
fideration of the fecond-do&rine I mentioned, viz. of the atones 
ment, 


[ To be continued. J 


‘A DISCOURSE on SANCTIFICATION. 


By Mr. PAWSON, 


* For their fakes I fan@ify myfelf, that they alfo might be fancs 

A tified through the truth.” John xvii. 19. 
L. we duly confider this, and the foregoing chapters, we fhall fee 
A the truth of what the Evangelift fpeaks, refpeéting the condu& 
of our Lord towards his difciples; “ Jefus having loved his own, 
who were in the world, he loved them to the end.” Our Lord 
difcovered his love to his difciples now, at the clofe of his own 
_ life, becaufe he well knew, what a diftrefling trial his removal from 
them would prove ; he not only gave them timely notice of it, but 
alfo informed them of the advantages with which it would be ats 
tended even to themfelves. “I go, fays he, to prepare'a place for 
you: And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 


and réceive you to myfelf; that where I am, there ye may bealfo.” — 


And not only fo, “ but I will fend you another Comforter, even 
the Spirit of Truth, that he may abide with you for ever.” 


- But our Lord alfo' difcovered his love to his difeiples, becaufe © 
he well knew that they were fhortly to go forth tee theaitia 
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fore fignifies to clean/e, purify, eghe holy. So the nna 
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as fheep among wolves. He forefaw the great oppofition, the 
violent perfecution, and the fharp temptations which thev would 
-have to encoumer with. He, in the moft devout and folemn 
manner, recommended them to the care and proteétion of his 


_ heavenly Father, when he himfelf fhould be removed from them, 


In our Lord, on this oceation, we may difcern, fuch an heavenly 
{weetnels of temper, fuch a devout frame of mind, together with 
fuch meeknefs, humility, and love, as were well worthy of him, 
who was now going to jay down his life for the redemption of 
mankind. 

Sorrow had filled the hearts of the difciples; the thoughts of 
parting with fo kind a Friend, with fo gracious a Mafter as Jefus 
had been to them, were very diftrefling: But we may fuppofe, 
that to hear him pray for them, in that heart melting and affec- 
tionate manner which he did, would affe&.them.much more. 
And if they-underftood the meaning of the words of the text, we 
need not wonder if their hearts were like melting wax; inafmuch 
as he declares, that it was for their fakes, out of unbounded pity 
and love to their fouls, that he was going to be offered up as a 
facrifice upon the-altar of the crofs. 

From thefe words, it may be neceflary to enquire, I. What are 
we to underftand by our Lord’s fanéiifying himfelf ? 

iI. What was his defign in doing this; “ That they alfo may be 
fan&tified.” ; 

Ill. By what means fhall his defign be accomplifhed in us ? 
That they alfo may be fan€tified through, or by means of the 
truth. . ; 

I. What is meant by our Lord's fan@ifying himfelf? In order 
to underftand this, we muft attend to the {criptural meaning of the 
sword which be ufes. In the Old Teftament, it generally fignifies 
to _/eparate any perfon or thing, from a common, to a facred ufe, . 
fo that the perfon or thing fo feparated might be employed’ about 
the worthip of God only. In this fenfe, the Jewifh High-Prieft 
was fanftified. He was folemnly confecrated to the fervice of 
‘God. He was not to concern himfelf with the common affairs of 
Jife, and Hotness To THE LorD, was written in large letters 
upon the mitre which he had upon his head, when he miniftered 
in the Temple. All the Priefts and all the Levites were fanétified. 
The former were to offer up gifts and facrifices, in behalf of the 
.people: And the latter were to ferve in their feveral courfes in 
‘the Temple of the Lord. All the veffels which were made ufe of 

sin the fervice of God, were fan&ified. They were all accounted 
holy, and it was deemed a very grievous crime to make ufe of 
them on any other occafion, but about the worlhip of ‘God, as 
-we may fee in the cafe of Belfhazzar, Dan. v. 23. And was it 
not in this fenfe, that the prophet Jeremiah is faid to have been 


-fan&tified from the womb? But in the New Teftament, the word 


is generally applied to perfons, rather than to, things, and there- 


: the 
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the word when fpeaking of the benefits which believers receive 
through faith in the Redéemer ; ‘But of him are ye in Chrift Jefus, 
who of God is made unto us, wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanétifi- 
cation, and redemption.” And again; “ Such were fome of you, 
but you are wafhed, but you are fanétified, but you are juftified, 
in the name of the Lord Jefus, and by the Spirit of our God.” 
Now according to this fenfe ofthe word, our Lord could not 
be faid to fanétify himfelf. For whether we confider him as God, 
ser as God and Man united, he was fan@tified in as high a degree 
as he was capable of being. If we confider him as the mighty 
God, the everlafting Father, then he isa Being poffeffed of ail 
poflible perfeftion, from eternity to eternity. And if we confider 
him as God and Man, the Prince of Peace, then he is holy, 
harmlefs, and undefiled: he knew no fin, neither was guile ever 
found in his mouth. But according to the former fenfe of the 
word, our Lord might very properly be faid to fan@ify himfelf, © 
when he fet himfelf apart to accomplifh the work of man’s re- 
demption. | He was under no neceffity, but that of infinite Love 
to mankind, to engage in this work; but he entered upon it freely, 
and of his own accord. He alfo knew well, what it would coft 
him to redeem mankind, before he left his Father’s kingdom. 
He knew that he muft not only become a man of forrow, and be 
acquainted with griefs; that he muft not only be hated, defpifed, 
rejefted, and bitterly perfecuted: But alfo, that his garments 
mutt be dyed with his own blood, before he could finith this great 

work, Yet fuch was his inconceivable and unbounded ljove.to- 
wards us, that he fanétified himfelf; He willingly undertook our 
dreadful caufe. 

So likewife, our Lord might be faid to fan@ify himfelf, after 
he had taken our nature upon him, when being a child of twelve 
yan old, he was found in the Temple, fitting among the learned 

o€ors, both hearing them, and. afking them queftions, fo that 
all prefent were amazed at his underftanding and an{wers. When 
his mother faid, “Son, why haft thou thus dealt with us? Thy 
‘Father and I have fought thee forrowing,” He mildiy anfwered 
“How is it that ye fought me? Wift ye not that I muft be 
about my father’s bufinefs ?”” Which is the fame thing as if he 
had faid, Are you fo ignorant as not to know my defign in comin 
into the world, and that I muft fanftify myfelf? , 
_ But our Lord might more efpecially be faid to fanétify: himfelf. 
when the hour of his paffion was come. Then it was that he 
began to tread the wine-prefs of the Father’s wrath alone, and to 
drink the very dregs of the cup of trembling. He well knew the 
defigns of Judas, and what he was about when he went out from 
him. He knew that he was acquainted with the garden of Geth- 
femane, and that he would certainly meet him there with his — 
band of men, and betray him into their cruel hands. Never- 
thelefs, he fanétified himfelf. He went thither of his own ac- 
cord, no man either conftraining or perfuading him fo to do, 

. ‘ : ; 
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And when in his dreadful agony in this garden, his fufferings 
were fo extreme, that his fweat was like great drops of blood 
falling down to the earth, yet he fan&tified himfelf ; faying, ‘‘O 
my Father, if it be poffible, let this cup pafs from me; never- 
thelefs, not as I will, but as thou wilt.” As if he had faid, 
*“O my Father, if in infinite wifdom and boundlefs love, thou 
canft find out a way to redeem and fave a loft and ruined world, 
without my drinking this bitier cup, then let it be fo. But if 
not, then here I am, thy devoted fervant; let the heavieft wrath 
fall upoa me; let the {word of divine juftice be fheathed in my 
bowels, fo that guilty man may efcape eternal death, and obtain 
mercy at thy hand.” He then went forth to meet his enemies, 
and delivered himfelf into their hands. Soon after this, we 
fee him fan&tified upon the crofs, bearing the punifhment due to 
our fins in his own body: and we hear him cry out with his laft 
breath, ‘It is finifhed.” Thus did the holy Jefus fan@ify him- 
felf, thus did he finifh tranfgreffion, and make an end of fin, and 
bring in everlafting righteoufnefs, for loft mankind. Which 
brings us to enquire, 
__ II. What was the defign of our Lord in doing this? ‘ That they 
alfo may be fanétified.” Now as thefe words are expreflive of the 
defign of our Lord with refpeét to the Apoftles themfelves, they may 
be thus underftood, That they may be feparated to the work of 
the miniftry, and being endued with wifdom, and power from on 
high, they may go forth in the name of the Lord, and preach the 
gofpel with the Holy Spirit fent down from heaven. 
From thefe words we alfo learn the defign of our Lord with 
refpeél to all mankind. It certainly was, that we might be fanc- 
tified both in the former, and the latter fenfe of the word. And 
firft, He defigned that we fhould be fanétified : That we fhould 
folemnly and unrefervedly dedicate ourfelves to the God of our 
falvation. And that we fhould join ourfelves unto the Lord in 
the bonds of a perpetual covenant never to be forgotten. The 
Apoftle tells us, that the defign of Chrift in caufing the gofpel to 
be preached was, ‘‘ That he might take out from among the Gen- 
tiles a people prepared for his name;”’ who doubtlefs were de- 
figned to live to his honour and praife. So likewife St, Paul; 
“Come ye out from among them, and be ye feparate, touch not 
the unclean thing, and I will receive you.” And we fhall find, 
upon due confideration, that the children of God in all ages have 
feparated themfelves from the reft of mankind, they have joined 


~ together in holy fellowfhip, and in this way have greatly aflifted 


each other in working out their falvation. If we look back as 


far as the days of the prophet Malachi, we fhall find that thofe 
--who feared God met often together, and {poke one to another, 


and that the Lord hearkened and heard it, and a book of re- 


_-gmembrance was written before him for them that feared the Lord, 


and that thought upon his name: and they fhall be mine, faith 
the Lord of hoils, in that day when I make up my jewels ; auc I 
See pees i wil 
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will fpare them asa man fpareth’ his own fon that ferveth him.” 
Alfo in the days of ovr Lord, we find, that thofe who embraced 
his pure and holy doftrine, became his conftant followers, and 
united themfelves together in one body. But this was more efpe- 
cially the cafe, when life and immortality were fully brought 
to light by the gofpel. Then it was, that the whole multitude of 
them that believed were together, and were of one heart and of 
one foul; “and they continued ftedfaft in the Apofiles doétrine 
and fellowfhip, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.” 
~ We learn ‘the fame'thing from the epiftiles which the Apoftles 
wrote to the feveral churches. . Thefe were not wrote to all the 
inhabitants of thofe cities; but to the faints of God; to the holy 
focieties ; which in each of thofe cities had embraced the gofpel 
of Chrift, and had happily found it to be the power of God, unto 
falvation.’ Juft the fame thing appears from the Hiftory of the 
Church in all ages. For whenever it has pleafed God to revive 
his work in any particular age or nation, the people who have 
been the happy fubje€ts of it, have conftantly done the fame thing 
- which the firft Chriftians did. Need we then to wondar ‘that 
fince the bleffed God ‘has been pleafed to revive his work in our 
day, that the people who have embraced the gofpel, have done 
that which God has taught them in his own word to do, and 
which Chriftians m all ages and in all nations have always done’? It 
would indeed have been ftrange if they had not done this, feeing 
that they would have aéted as contrary to reafon itlelf, as to the 
word of God. : 
But then the defign of God in thus feparating us from the world, 
was, that we fhould faithfully and devoutly ferve him. So faith the 
Apoftle, “ Ye are bought with a price, therefore glorify God 
with your body and with your fpirit which are God’s.” Again: 
“The love of Chrift conftraineth us, becaufe we thus judge, 
that if one died for all, then were all dead: and that he died for 
all, that they who live, fhould not henceforth live unto them- 
felves, but unto him who died for them, and rofe again.” In 
one word: “ None of us liveth to himfelf, and no man dieth to 
himfelf: For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and 
whether we die, we die unto the Lord: fo that living or dying 
we are the Lord’s.” But then in order to this, it is abfelute 
neceflary that we fhould be fan&tified according to the latter fenfe of 
‘the word. That we fhould be made holy, by the power of divine 
grace. And that this is the defign of God, is evident from his 
own word: “ Who gave himfelf for us, that he might redeem us 
‘from all iniquity, and that he might purify unto himfelf.a pecu- 
liar people zealous of good works.” And again; ‘*Not by works - 
_ of righteoufnefs which we have done, but according to his own — 
mercy he faved us, by the wafhing of regeneration, and by ‘the 
renewing of the Holy Ghoft.” Here we have God’s method of. 
falvation clearly laid down. He faveth us'from the guilt of fin, b; 
his own infinite mercy in Chrift Jefus. He faveth us from the 
’ F ; . ven, PORES: 
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power of fin by the fanftifying influences of his Holy Spirit, He 
raifes us up from the ruins of our fallen and loft eftate, and graci- 
oufly brings us in‘o the marvellous jight and glorious liberty of the 
fons of God. Yes; that God, who in the beginning commanded 
light to fhine out of darknefs, fhines into our hearts by the bright 
beams of his Spirit, and we are made children of light and of the 
day. He fprinkles our confciences with the precious blood of 
Chrift, and we then enjoy a fenfe of his favour, and expe. 
rience the peace of God which paffeth all underftanding. He 
alfo fheds abroad his love in our hearts by the Holy Ghott 
which is given unto us, and we are brought into a holy, fpiri- 
tual, heavenly ftate of mind. There is no point of doétrine 
more clearly revealed, or more ftrongly inforced upon us in 
the werd of God than this is: And the reafon is very evident, 
as it is certain that if this truth is not fully believed, and 
really experienced, we can neither ferve God acceptably here 
nor enjoy him hereafter, 

Suppofing any one fhould fay, ‘ But does not the wafhing of 
regeneration fignify our being baptized with water?” If this 
were allowed, it would not follow, that to be renewed by the 
Holy Ghoft, fignifies, to be baptized alfo; fo that it ftill comes 
to the fame thing. And it follows, that a real change; yea, a 
thorough change, muft be wrought in our minds, by the power 
of the divine Spirit, A change in all our tempers, defires, and 
affections: So that putting off the old man, with his deeds, we 
put on the new man, which after God is created in knowledge, 
righteoufnefs, and true holinefs, 

It has been faid, that without this we cannot ferve God ac- 
ceptably. And is it not fo? The Apoftle fays, “ Be ye fol- 
lowers of them who through faith and patience inherit the 
promifes;” That is, be ye holy imitators of all the faints and 
fervants of God, who are gone before you to heaven. But can 
we be as holy in heart and as exemplary in all our condué as 
they were, without experiencing the fan@ifying grace of God 
as they did? We might juft as well think to fly up to heaven 
upon the wings of the wind. Again, “ Be ye followers of me, 
faith the Apoftle, as I am of Chrift.” But can we be as holy, 
fpiritual, and heavenly, in our temper, and as unblamable in our 
converfation as the Apoftle was, and yet not experience that grace 
which he did? We might as well think to touch the higheft 
heavens with our right hand. Once more, ‘“ Be ye followers of 
God as dear children; ” that is, Follow the example of Chrift 


- himfelf. Be ye as ready to fulfil the whole will of God, as he 
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;; Be ye as meek and lowly in heart, as patient and refigned 
e all jechtonns In one rs be ye like the holy Jeffs in the 
whole temper and difpofition of your mind, and in your whole 
benditi'and behaviour. But can we do this without experiencing 
the grace of God in our hearts. Might we not juit as foon 
create anew world? Nay, but can we follow this advice, except, 
as the Apoftle fpeaks, we are wholly fan@tified, - It 
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If any one will fay, ‘“‘ We do confefs that this was the cafe in 
the apoftolic age, bur all thefe extraordinary things are ceafed long 
fince.” I beg leave to afk, Where is this written? In what part 
of God’s word do we find any intimation of this kind? St. Paul 
fays, ‘If any man, or even an angel from heaven, preach any 
other gofpel, than that which | have preached, let him be accuri— 

, ed.” Does it not then follow, that this fame gofpel muft be preach- 
ed by all the minifters of Chrift, to the end of the world; and 
woe to that man, who fhall prefume to preach any other. ' If the 
gofpel is the fame that it was from the beginning, then 1s not the: 
fame all-fufficient Saviour held forth unto us? And is he not ftill 
able to fave to the uttermoft all that come unto God by him? If 
the gofpel is the fame, then the promifes of the gofpel are the fame; 
and muft they not be fulfilled in our Souls ? If not, why are they’ 
made to us, and for what end are they to be explained? Ot what ufe 
can thefe promifes be, if we are not brought to enjoy the bleflings 
contained in them? Are we only to amufe and pleafe ourfelves 
with viewing them as- they ftand in the Bible, as many fuppofe ; 

- orrather, are we not called to be living witneffes of the truth of 
them ? Surely we are. If the gofpel is the fame, then the grace of God 
is as freely and fully offered unto us as it was to the firit Chriftians, 
and we have good ground to expe& to be made as holy in every 
re{pe&t, and in every degree, as they were: And fo we affuredly 
muft, if we go to the fame heaven to which they are gone, 

Is not all that we contend for fully and clearly exprefled in the 
daily fervice of the Church of England, “ Let us befeech him 
fays the Minifter) to grant us true Repentance, and his holy 

Spirit, that thofe things may pleafe him which we do at this pre- 
fent; and that the reft of: our life hereafter may be pure and holy, 
fo that at the laft we may come to his eternal joy, through Jefus 
Chrift our Lord.” If there is any meaning in words, then we 
are here taught to pray, that God would not only give us true Re-« 
pentance, but alfo his Holy Spirit, in order that thofe things may 
pleafe him which we do at this prefent : That is to fay, That while 
we are now affembled together, we may worfhip him in the beauty 
of holinefs: And that by the fanétifying influences of the fame 
Spirit, the reft of our life may be pure and holy ; and that by the 
grace of the fame Spirit, we being made meet for heaven, may, 
in due time, enter into thofe peaceful regions of eternal joy, 
which our gracious Lord hath prepared for us.. And is not the 
fame thing as fully expreffed in the clofe of the Church: Service, 
in the very words of the Holy Ghoft himfeif? ** The grace of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, and the love of God, and the fellowhhip of 
the He Ghoft, be with you all.” Surely then, ifwe believe 
the Bible and the Common-Prayer-Book, we muft believe the 
abfolute neceflity of being fan&ified by the Holy’ Spirit. Yea, 
that we fhould be wholly fan&tified. This was the very defign of 

‘Chrift’s coming into the world: * He loved the Church, and 

gave himfelf for it, that be might fanétily and cleanfeit with 
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the’ wafhing of water by the word, that he might prefent it to 
himfelf a glorious Church, not having {pot or wrinkle, or an 
fuch thing ; but that it thould be holy, and without blemith,” A 
defign this, worthy of an inBnitely wife and gracious God. 


[ To be concluded in our next. | 
PPD PDL LL PL LP PLL PP 
The CONVERSION of a DEIST. , 
[Continued from page 173-] 


ef hex things had not happened many days, when refleGing 


ferioufly on what had befallen me, I perceived that a great 
and amazing change had been wrought in me; that my mind-was 
illuminated by a light that I had never Jeen before, and that my 
withes and defires were become new alfo. Taught therefore by 
undoubted experience, I hence concluded, that I had obtained by 
the incomprehenfible and effeQual grace of God, that new birth, 
w.thout which no man can fee or enter the kingdom of God; and 
of which, formerly, I had neither the defire nor even the thought. 
My ideas, now, of the infinite excellence and lovelinefs of God, 
were lively and perfpicuous. Such alfo were my apprehenfions 
of my duty toward him, of my own exceffive ingratitude and dif. 
obedience, and of God’s powerful and unmerited grace by which 
he had quickened me! Fears of the divine wrath I had none; no 
dread of punifhment. That I defetved it indeed, and was utterly 
unworthy of his fayour, I faw plainly, notwithflanding which, I 
never for a moment fuppofed myfelf ‘an obje&t of divine wrath, 
or feared left I fhould fuffer the punifhment that I had deferved, 
It was a fubje& on which anxiety, fear, doubt, had no place in 
me. A lively perception of the divine glory and beauty, an un- 
{peakable fenfe of his gracious prefence, an experimental acquain« 
tance with the light that belongs to an effe€tual love of him:--- 
thofe things fecured me from all fuch terrors, and filled me with 
exceeding joy. In fucha fate of mind I could not doubt one 
moment concerning my admittance to the divine favour and com~ 
munion, for I had fenfible experience of both; knowing myfelf, 
however, at the fame time unworthy of them, and unable to ac- 
count for the grant of them to me, otherwife than in virtue of the 


_ Blood and Spirit of Chrift alone, the Son of God, and only Sa- 


viour of finners. ‘at 
About this time I enquired of my mother by letter, in what 

manner Mifs E. had died, yes a due concern for the 

welfare of her own foul. She returned me for anfwer, that fhe 


believed there was /ome good thing found in her toward the Lord 


God of Irael. Immediately after the great change of heart that 
I had undergone, the temerity and wanton boldnefs of my genius 
had fuffered a confiderable abatement. But certain it is, that I had 
ae Ode XIX, May, 1796, : aa as 
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as yet, no fpiritual knowledge of many truths the moft important. 
The fupernatural illumination of the mind, regeneration, and the 
change confequent upon it,---thefe I knew by clear and. fure ex= 
perience; but my views of the Lord Jefus were ftill very obfcure. 
The knowledge which I had received of him from men and books 
availed me not. I had read much concerning. him in the courfe 
of my ftudies, much alfo concerning his perfon, natures, characters, 
offices and benefits, I could have cited from fyftems of divinity. 
But of all this I bad no fpiritual knowledge, though it now behov- 
ed me much to acquire it. In the days that immediately followed 
my regeneration, I thought not: much of Jefus, and if any ideas 
of him prefented themfelves to my foul, they were deeply tin¢tur- 
‘ed with the opinions either of the Arians or Socinians, Juft no- 
tions of his divinity, of the fatisfaftion made by him, and of the 
life of faith in him, I had none; but on thefe fubjeéts roved at 
random. What I ought to believe of him I knew not ; and though 
he had purchafed for me, and beftowed on me, the grace and ta- 
vour of God, adverted feldom or never to my infinite obligation 
to him. The Saviour dwelt in me, as I may fay, unknown to 
me, and held my eyes that I might not know him yet, although I 
was made partaker of his life, and, as a member of his myftical 
body, derived from him as from the head of that body, however ~ 
unconfcious of it, all the illumination, comfort, or fpiritual ftrength 
that I enjoyed. ; ' 

In the mean time my concern for the death of Mifs E. abated 
much, and the extreme grief that I had fuffered was almoft entirely 
done away. My mind was now altogether engaged in other matters, 
Chearfully I both hoped and prayed in due time to fee what ad- 
vantages had refulted to me from that lofs and how well and wifely 
‘the Lord had appointed me to fuffer it; and in a meafure, as [ 
confidered the importance of eternal things, the worth of the foul, 
and the happy change that I had experienced---I could, with my 
whole heart, give thanks to God for that very event, which only 
a few days before, had filled me with unfupportable anguifh, and 
driven me almoft tothe extremity of defperation. . 
* Not many days after that remarkable change, I wrote to a friend 
of mine who had been a witnefs of my forrow and defpair, in- 
forming him of my. extraordinary converfion; that I had begun 
“to entertain far other thoughts of God and religion than formerly, 
that my grief occafioned by the death of Mifs E. was much mo- 
derated, and in fa& had almoft ceafed. In reality this fudden and 
' effe€tual change was fuch, that from the moment when it befel 
me, I could never doubt for a fingle hour my vocation, at that 
trme, from death to life, and from darknefs into marvellous light. 
Thus did God in a wonderful manner bear my prayers for an alle- 
viation of my affli€tion, and thus did he fulfil them by means of 
which I had no conception, * ~ co Aces 
_ Permit me here to add two or three remarks on the fingular ma- 
nagement of God's providence in this difpenfation, = 
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Had I not feen and converfed with Mifs E. a few days before 
her death, I had been lefs affli€ted at it. Yet my journey home 
was unexpetted, and made in {pite of many difficulties. 1 did 
fee and converfe with her, and found her faithful tome. Thefe 
circumftances augmented my forrow. 

Had I continued at home and been prefent at her death, the 
‘affli&tion would have entirely overpowered me, the books that I 
have mentioned would have excited in me no curiofity to read them, 
neither fhould I have been capable of it. 

Had I travelled into the country as I intended, the forrow that 
urged me to read, meditate and pray, would probably foon have’ 
Joft much of its emphafis. . 

Had my grief been more intenfe than it was, it had become 
downright defperation ; and had it been lefs intenfe, my ordinary. 
ftudies, various amufements, and converfation with my friends, 
would have delivered me in a fhort time from the greater part of it. 

Wonderful therefore were the means by which I was impelled 
to the purchafe of the books I have mentioned, the notice of 
which books reached me alfo by accident exaflly in that crifis. 

But more wonderful ftill it feems, that it fhould have pleafed 
God, whofe thoughts are not as our thoughts, who is great and we 
comprehend him not, to give me the light of his own Spirit, to 
{natch me from the kingdom of Satan, and tranflate me into his 
own glorious kingdom, while I was reading a book which, under’ 
a chriftian title, contains much unchriftian matter, and in which’ 
the divinity and fatista€lion of Chrift are both controverted ! This 
was unqueftionably an extraordinary meafure. Thefe beginnings 
of my regeneration differ in truth widely from the experience of, 
moft, Oh what abundant matter have I of continual admiration, ' 
adoration, and thankful obedience! But alas, how little do I 
render in return for the un{peakable obligation! Help me, my 
friend! to praife God in the higheft, and to celebrate his grace 


__ and glory. 


My heart had undergone a great change, and it manifefted it- 
felf clearly in my manners and prattice. 

My pride and inordinate ambition were much lowered ; I could 
no longer juflity or cherifh the leaft degree of hatred or malice 
againft any ; in many refpeéts I faw plainly the emptinefs of all ° 
human things, the trivial value of all earthly.good, and the ex- 
cellence of virtue and piety. My heart now expanded itfelf for 
the reception of invifible things—things mentally perceived, and 
I burned with an infatiable defire of knowing and enjoying God. 


Yet with all this I remember to have entertained certain ideas and 


machinations of heart, fuch as prove that at this very time, though ° 
there wefe numerous earthly objeéts about which I felt no folici- 
tude, there were neverthelefs many to which I ftill cleaved ciofely, 
fo as even to imagine the enjoyment of them defirable in the 
higheft degree, and that I could not be happy without them; for 
which reafons I inceffantly prayed to God tor them, | ; 
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Among other things, my empty ambition which had formerly 
accounted nothing too great to be enterprized for my own glory, 
though it was much weakened, was evidently not yet extirpa'ed. 
I fometimes gave myfelf with much application, to mathematical 
and other ftudjes, none of which promifed to prove at all fubfer~ 
yient to my principal purpofe, which was to advance myfelf in 
the {piritual lite, and to acquire knowledge and gifts fuited to the 
work of the miniftry. Without the leaft ferious deliberation or 
-concern, I did many things for which I now cannot imagine it 
pofible that I could have any other motive, than merely to ac- 
quire the ‘praife and the applaufe of men. My heart was ex- 
tremely fenfible to the allurements of human glory, and to the 
‘eulogies of, the learned; and alas! I would that it were not pro- 
per for me to add— fuch it is ftill— though at prefent I dare not 
venture on fuch means of acquiring them, as at that time Il em- 
ployed without {cruple, : 

' In the mean time I ftudied divinity clofely, and with better 
effe&t than before. Not many days after my converfion, I began 
to keep a journal of all my doings and experiences. Part of it 
is loft, and was loft foon after 1 began the praétice, and being 
obliged to quit U,... fuddenly, for fome time I difcontinued it. 
_ I now attended the public ordinances with great fervour and 
delight, and was favoured in them frequently with a fingular fenfé 
of God’s gracious prefence, with much confolation, and with en- 
couragements to the exercife of all virtue. I now never left the 
church before the fervice was ended, though fometimes I was 
obliged to fland during the whole of it; willingly fubmitting ta 
py inconvenience {9 that I might but hear, and underftand the 
:rmon. ; 
_ Every morning and evening I made my fupplication to God, ' 
@ and gave thanks for his benefits conferred on me; ‘and was often 
excited at other feafons alfo, by overflowing affe€tions and pious 
fentiments, to lift my heart to God and to pour it out in prayer 
before him. I bound myfelf to no certain form, but prefented 
to God the defires of my heart, and my afpirations of gratitude, 
jn the order in which they occurred and were excited in me. 
Frequently on .thefe occafions I had the deepeft fenfible expe- 
rience and proof, that it was good for me to draw nigh unto God, 
I now a to read the Scripture diligently, and in a manner far 
different from that to which I had been accuftomed; enjoying not 
Rigor while T read it, the moft delightful and precious confo- 
Jations. At the fame time, I continued to read the tra& above, 
mentioned on’natural and revealed religion. J read alfo Walker’s 
_fermons, and Blair’s, not without profit and a fenfe of the divine 
blefling. While L was occupied in reading and confidering the 
tiuths of God, even my body would be remarkably affeéied by 
the affections, and enjoyments of my mind. My bofom feemed 
dilated as with the warmth of a gentle fire, which diffufed through 
~ my whole frame the moft agreeable fenfations, In truth, there 
, . ' Was 
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was a wonderful intercourfe between foul and body. As often as 
in the Scripture, or in the books that I have named, I found 
mention made of Jefus and meditated on him, on his life, his 
fufferings, and his righteoufnefs, or on the rivilege of union 
with him, I perceived my mind affeéted with fenfible confolation 
and delight ; = was it,not illuminaied on thefe fubje€ts, but ra- 
ther much béclouded, 

_ By turns I reprefented him to myfelf as mere man in the firft 
inftance, then deified — by turns, as one created before the foun- 
dations of the world were daid, and the moft excellent of all 
creatures ; and, by. turns, as a divine perfon. Thus was I every 
day drawn to a different opinion of him. Sometimes I confidered 
his fufferings and death as a true and proper atonement of fin, 
Then, fuddenly it would appear to me moft probable that Jefug 
was merely a teacher and exemplar of virtue, and that he died 
only to confirm the truth of his heavenly doétrine. I remember 
occafionally to have felt a lively fenfe ‘of gratitude accompanying 
the contemplation of his free love, and of that felf-denying fpirit 
in which he defcended from heaven to earth, voluntarily ex- 
pofing himfelf to fuch mifery, to fo many and great fufferings, ‘ 
and toa death fo dreadful, that he might inftruét mankind and 
lead them to true holinefs ; regardlefs at what expence it were 
effe€ted, fo that he might but {ave them eternally. 

With refpeét 1o myfelf indeed, I underftood feelingly and ace 
knowledged, my unworthinefs and the ingratitude of my heart 
and life, who had def; ifed and purfued with hoftility the moft 
glorious and lovely of all Beings, whofe majefty is proclaimed 
by all his creatures. Yet with many evils of my heart I was not 
yet duly acquainted, neither knew I my own natural depravity, 
my enmity againft God, and my perfeét infufficiency for all {pi- 
ritual good. Thefe doubts of mine would at times affect me with 
an anxious folicitude, and the more, becaufe I was ina flate of 
preparation for the miniftry. I was attached however to no party. 
The grace of God held me indifferent on which fide truth lay; 
fo that I might but find it; and my refolution was moft firmly 
taken to believe the truth in whatfoever form it might appear to 
me. I humbly implored God to teach me the truth, paling 
in his promifes and pleading them fervently before him. I praye 
to Jefus alfo, that he would himfelf inflru&t me, how I ought 
to think of his perfon, and the work that he had accomplifhed. 


‘Truth was my chief defire. I diftrufted my own underftanding. 


To God I applied for illumination and wifdom, determining 
without hefitation, to attach myfelf immoveably to the Truth 
when once known, and to profefs it openly. God, by his effec- 
tual grace, made me ready to renounce all confiderations of 


_prefent intereft, and to encounter, J cared not. what evils, for his 


truth’s fake, and for the glory of his name. Accordingly, after 
a few weeks, as I fhall prefently relate, I was taught by fure 


experience that it is not in vain to afk of God wildom, but 


that 
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that he will dire& our'poings, if we acknowledge him in all our 
ways. ; : . 
Tn the mean time, I experienced none of thofe terrors and 
doubts with which the faithful-are ufually tormented in the be- 
ginning of their converfion, and which ceafe not till they have 
acquired a more fpiritual acquaintance with Chrift, and are fenfible 
that they cleave to him, and are united with him. I never fora 
moment trembldd at the wrath of God, or had any anxious 
‘thoughts of condemnation and eternal mifery. I never doubted 
one moment of my being made partaker of the grace of God, an 
heir of everlafting falvation, that I was regenerated by a divine 
power, and that the principle of a fpiritual life was imparted 
to me. I well knew indeed that I was unworthy of the grace and 
favour of God,.yet could by no means queftion my intereft in 
them, while God continually fhowed to me a countenance of pa- 
terna! kindnefs and affelion, overwhelming my foul with de- 
. Jight, and with the fweeteft fenfe of his gracious prefence, as 
often as I employed myfelf in adoring him, and in contemplating 
and admiring the grandeur of his works. I lamented my fins and 
felt a finceie forrow on their account, but it was fo tempered 
| by a lively fenfe of the divine prefence and favour, that 1t was 
pleafant, it I may be allowed to fay fo, to mourn as I did, I 
knew with unqueftionable certainty, by infallible feeling and ex- 
perience, ‘that I had attained to the favour of God, and to com- 
munion with him, and that I- had been raifed to newnefs of life ; 
and I knew Iikewife, that I was altogether unworthy of thofe 
benefits. But how, and in what way, or on what ground fuch 
great falvation had been procured for me and afforded to me, I 
was as yet.perfeétly ignorant. In my divinity-ftudies I had in- 
deed acquired fome knowledge of Jefus, of his fatisfa@ion, work 
aud offices, yet befide that I not untrequently called thefe moft 
important truths refpeAling “him into queflion, the knowledge I 
had of them, fuch as it was, was merely fuperficial, natural, hu- 
man. A fpiritual apprehenfion of them was what I wanted; and 
had it pleafed God to with-hold from me thofe fenfible confola- 
tions, to deprive me of a fenfe of his gracious prefence, and to 
hide his face from me, without all queftion, I had alfo had my 
terrors, my anguifh, and my doubts, having no truly f{piritual 
views of Jefus, or confidence in his blood and righteoufnefs, —— 
But the divine wifdom took a different courfe. I was for a 
time permitted conflantly to behold the face of God as that of 
a gracious Father, As often as the day returned, in my prayers, 
ee ea contemplations, and meditations on the works of 
God, and 6n his infinite glory, I was filled with heavenly joy, 
and with the fweeteft intimations of his prefence, Thus there- 
fore, under an affeéting fenfe ‘of his kindnefs and indulged in the 
bleflednefs of commtnion with him, it was not poflible that I 
fhould fuffer fear or dread, or that I fhould doubt my eternal fal- 
vation, feeling as I did fo fenfibly the very principles of it with, 
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Every day I fervently and joyfully endeavoured to contemplate 
God’s works both of creation and providence. With a {pirit 


_ elevated to the higheft-admiration of their Maker, I meditated on 


the fun, the moon, the planets, the comets, the fixed Rars, 
meteors, foffils, plapts, animals, man. With fupreme amaze- 
ment I confidered my own body and foul, and their union and 
intercourfe, altogether myfteriots* and inexplicable. “| Wherefo- 
ever I turned my view, whether to heaven, to earth, or to my- 
felf, flruck with unf{peakable wonder, I faw, I felt the incompre.- 
henfible God, infinite in majefty, and oh to what a height ex- 
alted above the praife of all his creatures ! . 

Every day I attempted to reprefent to myfelf by the force of 
imagination, in a lively manner, this globe of earth, its vat bulk 
and fuperficies, fufpended with its atmo{phere in ether, revolving 
at once around the fun and its own axis, by the fun enlightened 
and warmed, and furrounded by that wonderful element thé air ; 
containing upon its furface, feas, mountains, valleys, rivers, &c. 
in which are found millions of animute and inanimate, rational 
and irrational creatures. Then, calling my attention and imagi- 
nation home, I endeavoured to imprefs my mind with an idea of 
myfelf, as a fkeleton clothed with mufcles and nerves, furnifhed 
with exquifite fenfitive organs, with a multiplicity of imple- 
ments artfully conftruéted and adapted to many admirable 
ufes, and in which fkeleton refides, as T may fay, this felf, 
that is my reafonable foul, conneéted with it by a bond of union 
unintelligible to me. All thefe contemplations excited in me 
lively perceptions of God’s power, wifdom and goodnefs; and 
thus occupied, 1 felt a pure and heavenly-delight diffufing itfelf 
through all my faculties, and was happy in the enjoyment of the 
prefence of God. And the more I faw of the glory of God, 
and the more I admired him, fo much the more my heart panted 
after every virtue, and abhorred its contrary evil. E wrote a 
fort fummary of rules by which I purpofed to condu@ myfelf. 
Their principal drift was, refilance to all carnal defires, pride, 
anger, whirft of revenge, and love of the. world, Thefe I read 
over daily, and always with pious embtion and with ad- 
vantage, ’ Sa 

Thefe contemplations on my own foul and body have feemed 
to me, to carry fuch conviétion with them, that I fometimes, 
though not wifely, thought them fufficient of themfelves, if 
rightly managed, for the converfion of any man. Purpofing to 
confirm my opinion by experiment, I communicated to fome of 
my friends an account of the extraordinary delight I had found in 
them, advifing them at the fame time to do as I had done, to 
confider themfelves with a fixed attention, as {keletons furnifhed 
with muafcles and nerves, fubfifling and living by an effeét of 
wonderful contrivance, and united as wonderiully with a living 
foul, &c, But my hope was difappointed ; I found not the de. 


fired fruit of my endeavour. I had peverthelefs great pleafure in 
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converfing with my friends on the marvellous works of God, and 
fought all occafions of doing it. : 2 


[ To be continued. | 
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An extra&t of Capt. Bticu’s Voyage from Tofoa, the north« 
wefternmoft of the Friendly Iflands, thro’ the Pacific Qcean, 
to Timor, a Dutch Settlement in the Eaft Indies. 


1 Bata is, perhaps, the moft extraordinary Voyage recorded in 
L hiftory, and evinces the wonderful Providence and Mercy 
of the Almighty, in preferving and fupporting eighteen men in a 
crazy opén boat, 23 feet long from ftern to ftern, and reftriéted 
to live on one ounce of bread, and a quarter of a pint of water, 
per day. They happily accomplifhed their Voyage in 46 days, 
altho’ the diftance from Tofoa is calculated at four thoufand miles, 
thro’ a heavy fea, and fqually weather, without any awning to 
proteét them from the rain, which fell almoft inceflantly for forty 
days. 

* is neceflary to premife, that Sir Jofeph Banks having deli- 
vered his opinion, that the Bread-fruit-trees of the Friendly Lflands, 
might be cultivated in the Weft Indies, to prove a fubftitute for 
other provifions, in time of fcarcity ; the Bounty armed Ship, of 
215 tons burthen, was fitted out in the autumn of 1787, and failed 
from England in December, under the command ct Capt. Bligh, 
a lieutenant inthe navy. The Bounty carried 4 fix-pounders, 
{wivels, and 46 men. On the 26th of O&ober, 1788, they are 
at Otaheite ; and on April 4, 1789, they left Otaheite, with 
every favourable appearance of compleating the obje& of the 
Voyage, in: a manner-equal to their moft fanguine expe€ations. 
At this period the enfuing Narrative commences. 


Capt. Biicu’s Narrative. 


* FSAILED from Otaheite on the 4th of April 1789, having on. 

| Basie 1015 fine bread-fruit ae: yokes tiie vadckisls 
fruits of that country, which, with unremitting attention, we had 
been collegting for 23 weeks, and which were now in the higheft © 
{tate of perfeétion. On the 24th we anchored at Annamooka, one 
of the Friendly Iflands; from which, after completing our wood 
and water, I failed on the 27th, having every reafon 10 expe@ 
from the fine condition of the plants, that they would continue 
healthy. ' On the 28th, owing to light winds, we were not clear 
of the iflands, and at night I dire&ted my courfe towards Tofoa 
The mafter had the firft watch; the gunner the middle watch ; 
and Mr. Chriftian, one of the mates, the morning watch, — This 
- was the turn of duty for the night. 4 

Juit before fun-rifing, Mr. Chriftian, with the mafter at arms, 
gunner’s mate, and Thomas Burket, feamen, came into my cabin 


. -. while 
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while I. was afleep, and feizing me, tied my hands with a cord 
behind my back, and threatened me with initant death, if I fpoke 
or made the leaft noife: I however, called fo loud as to alarm 
every one; but they had already fecured the officers who were not 
of their party, by placing centinels at their doors. There were 
three men at my-cabin door, befides the four within; Chriftian 
had only a cutlafs in his hand, the others had mufkets and bayo. 
nets. Iwas hauled out of bed, and forced on deck in my {hirt, 
fuffering great pain from the tightnefs -with which they had tied 
my hands. I demanded the realou' of {uch violence, but received 
no other anfwer than threats of inftant death, if I did not hold 
my tongue. r. Elphinfton, the mafter’s mate, was kept in his 
birth; Mr. Nelfon, botanift, Mr. Peckover, gunner, Mr. Led- 
ward, furgeon, and the mafter, were confined. to their cabins ; 
and alfo the clerk, Mr. Samuel, but he foon obtained leave to 
come on deck. The fore hatchway was guarded by the centinels ; 
the boatfwain and Carpenter were, however, allowed to come on 
deck, where they faw me {tanding abaft the mizen-maft, with my 
hands ued behind my back, under a guard, with Chriftian at 
their head. tt ; wis 
_ The boat{wain was now ordered to hoift the launch out, witha 
threat, if he did not do it inftantly, to take care of himfelf.. The 
boat being out, Mr. Hayward and Mr. Hallet, midfhipmen, and. - 
Mr. Samuel, were ordered into it; upon which I demanded the 
eaufe of fuch an order, and. endeavoured to perfuade fome one to 
a fenfe of duty; but it was to no effect: “ ‘Hold your tongue, 
Sir, or you are dead this inftant,” was conftantly repeated to me. 
I continued my endeavours to turn the tide of affairs, when Chrif-. 
tian changed the cutlafs he had in his hand for a bayonet, that’ 
was brought to him, and, holding me with a ftrong gripe by the. 
cord that tied my hands, he with many oaths threatened to kil : 
me immediately if I would not be quiet: the villains round me, 
had their pieces’ cocked and bayonets fixed, Particular’ people 
were now called on to go into the boat, and were hurried o: yer. 
the fide: whence I conttaded wish with thefe people I was to be 
fet adrift. . I therefore made another effort to bring‘about a change, 
but with no other effeét than to be threaténed with having my. 
brains blown out. — mae; wield | ch cay Sai 
~_ The boat{wain and feamen, who were to go in the boat, were, 
allowed to colleét twine, canvas, lines, fails, cordage, an eight 
, and twenty gallon cafk of water, and the carpenter 10 take his. 
tool chef. Mr. Samuel got 150 1bs of bread, with a {mall quar- 
tity of rum and wine. He alfo got a quadrant and compas into 
the boat; but was forbidden, on pain o death, to touch either 
map, ephemeris, book of aftronomical obfervations, fextant, times 
keeper, or any of my furveys or drawings. The mutineers now 
hurcied thofe they meant to get rid of into the boat. When molt 
of them were in, Chriftian’ direfted a dram to be. ferved to each | 
Vou. XIX. May, 1796. % % x Jey ot 
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of his*owrl’ crew. I now unliappily faw that nothing could be. 
done to-effe@ thé récovety of the hip: there was no one to affift 
me, and’ évery"'endeavour on my part was anfwered with threats 
of death! “The officers were called, and forced over the fide mto 
the boat, while T'was kept apart from every one, abaft the mizen- 
maft; -Chriftian, arthed with a bayonet, bolding me by the ban- 
dage that fecured thy hands. The guard round me had their 
pieces cocked, but, ‘on my dating the angrateful wretches to fire, 
they uncocked them. » : 
Ifaac Martin, one of the guard over me, I faw, had an incli- 
nation to affift me, and, as he fed me with fhaddock, (my lips 
being quite patched with my endeavours to bring about a change) 
we explained out wifhes to each other by our looks; but this 
being obferved, “Martin was infiantly removed from me ; his in- 
clination then was to leave the ‘fhip, for which purpofe he got 
into the boat ; but’ with many thréats they obliged him to return.” 
Fhe arniouter, Jofeph Coleman, and the two carpérters, M’ In- 
. téffy and -Notman, Were alfo kept contrary to their inclination ; 
atid they begged of mie, after I was afters in the boat, to remem- 
ber: that they declared they had no hand in the» tranfa€tion.’ 
Michael Byrne, I am told, likewife wanted to léave the fhip. It 
if of no moment fot thé to tecount my éndeavours to bring back 
the*offenders to a‘ fenfe of their’ duty $* all I could do ‘was by 
fpeaking to them in géneral; bit my endeavours were of no 
avail; for I was kept fecurely botind, ahd no one but the guard 
faffered to come near me: To Mr. Samuél I am indebted for fe- 
curing 2 A eet and commiffion, with fome miaterial fh 
Pe “Without thefe I had notl*g to certify what I had done, 
atid my honour and charaéter might have beet fulpe&ed, without 
my poffefling a propet document to have defendéd them. All 
this’ he ‘did with great tefolution, though guarded and ftriétl 
Watched. Heé attempted to fave thé timie-keeper, and a box with 
all my furveys, drawings, and remarks for fifteen years patt, 
which were numerous ; _ when he was hurtied away, with “ You 
ate well off to get what you have.” . ne 
‘It’ appeared to me, that Chriftian was fome time in doubt whe- 
thet he fhould Keep the carpenter, ot his mates; at léngth he de- 
termined on the latter, and the carpenter was ‘ordered into the 
boat. He was permitted, but not without fome oppofition, to 
take his tool cheft: Much altercation took place among the mu- 
tinous crew during the whole bufinefs: fome fwore “I’ll be 
damned if he does not find his way home, if he gets any thing 
with him,” (meaning me); While others laughed at the helplets 
fituation of the boat, being very deep, and fo little room for 
thofe who were in ber. As for Chriftian, he feemed meditating 
inftant deftru€tion on hiimfelf and every one. I afked for arms, 
- but they laughed at me, and faid I was well .acquainted with the- 
people where I was going, and therefore did not want them; 


fout’cutlaffes, however, were thrown into the boat, after we were 


veered aftern. — When . 
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When the officers and men, with whom I was fuffered to have 
no communication, were put into the boat, they only waited for 
me, and the mafter at arms informed Chriftian of it; who then 
faid —“ Come, Captain Bligh, your officers and men are now in 

.the boat, and you muft go with them; if you attempt to make 
the leaf refiftance you will inftantly be put to death:” and, with- 
out any farther ceremony, holding me by the cord that tied my 
hands, with a tribe of armed ruffians about me, J] was forced over 
the fide, where they untied my hands. Being in the boat we 
were veered aftern by arope. A few pieces of pork were then 
thrown to us, and fome cloaths ; and it was now that the armourer 
and carpenters called out to me to remember that.they had no 
hand in the tranfaGtion. After having undergone a great deal of 
ridicule, and been kept fome time to make {port for thefe unfeeling 
wretches, we were at length caft adrift in the open ocean, 

I had with me in the boat the following perfons: John Fryer, 
Mafler; Thomas Ledward, afting Surgeon; David Nelfon, Bo- 
tanift; William Peckover, Gunner; William Cole, Boatfwain; 
William Purcell, Carpenter; William Elphinfton, Mafter’s Mate; 
Thomas Hayward and Jobn Hallet, Midthipmen ; Jol.n Norton 
and Peter Linkletter, Quarter Mafters; Lawrence Lebogue, Sail- 
maker ; John Smith and Thomas Hall, Cooks; George Simpfon, 
Quarter Majfter’s Mate; Robert Tinkler, a boy; Robert Lamb, 
Butcher ; and Mr. Samuel, Clerk. There remained on board the 
Bounty, with Fletcher Chriftian, Matfter’s Mate ; — Peter Hay- 
wood, Edward Young, and George Stewart, Midfhipmen, and 21 
hands, the moft able men of the thip’s company. 


Having little or no wind, we rowed pretty faft towards Tofoa, - 


which bore N E about ten Jeagues from us. While the fhip was 
in fight fhe fleered to the W N W, but I confidered this only as 
a feint; for when we were fent away —“ Huzza for Otaheite,” 
was frequently heard among the mutineers, : 
Chriftian, the captain of the gang, is of a refpeétable famil 
in the north of England. This was the third voyage he had made 
with me; and, as I found it neceffary to keep my fhip’s com- 
pany at three watches, I gave him an order to take charge of the 
third, his abilities being thoroughly equal to the tafk ; and by 
this means my mafter and gunner were not at watch and watch. 
_ Haywood is alfo of a refpeétable family in the north of Eng- 
land, and a young man of abilities, as well as Chriftian, Thefe 


two were objects of my particular regard and attention, and I took 


great pains to inflruét them, for they really promifed, as profef- 
ional men, to be a credit to their country. i 

Young was well recommended, and appeared to me an able 

flout feaman ; therefore I was glad to take him: he, however, fell 
_ fhort of what his appearance promifed, Be . 

Stewart was a young man of creditable arents, in the Ork- 

_ neys; at which place, on the.return of the Refolution from the 

South Seas, in 1780, we received fo many Civilities, that, on that 
ae gs S| account 


‘ 
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account only, I fhould gladly-have taken him with me: but, in- 
dependent of this recommendation, he was a feaman, and had 
always borne a good charaéter. : 

Notwithftanding the roughnefs with which I was treated, the 
remembrance of paft kindneffes produced fome figns of remorfe 
in Chriftian. When they were forcing me out of the fhip, Tafked 
him, if this treatment was a proper return for the many inflances 
he had received of my friendfhip? he appeared difturbed at my 
queftion, and anfwered, with much emotion, “ That, — Captain 
Bligh, — that is the thing ;——I am in hell—I amin hell.” 

As foon as'1 had time to fefle&t, I felt an inward fatisfa€tion, 
which prevented any depreffion of my fpirits: confcious of my 
integrity, and anxious folicitude for the good of the fervice in 

which I was engaged, I found my mind wonderfully fupported, 
and I began to conceive hopes, notwithftanding fo heavy a ca- 
lamity, that I fhould one day be able to account to my King and 
country for the misfortune. A few hours before, my fituation 
had been peculiarly flattering. I had a fhip in the moft perfeét 
order, and well ftored with every neceffaty bovh for fervice and 
health. By early attention to thofe particulars I had, as much as 
lay in my power, provided againft any accident, in cafe I could 
not get through Endeavour Straits, as well as againft what might 
befal me in them; add to this, the plants had been fuccefsfully 
preferved in the moft flourifhing ftate: fo that, upon the whole, 
\the voyage was two thirds completed, and the remaining part in.a 
very promifing way; every perfon on board being in perfeét 
health, to eftablifh which was ever amongift the principal objeéts 
of my attention. ' +e 
It will very naturally be afked, what could be the reafon for 
fucha revolt? in anfwer to which, I can only conje€ture, that. 
the mutineers had affured themfelves of a more happy life among 
the ‘Otaheiteans, than they could poffibly have in England’; 
which, joined’ to fome female conneétions, have moft probably 
“been the princypal caufe of the whole tranfa&ion. The women 
at Otaheite are handfome, mild and chearful in their manners 
"and converfation, poffeffed of great fenfibility, and have fufficient 
delicacy to make them admired and beloved. The chiefs were 
fo much attached to our people, that they rather encouraged their . 
-ftay among them than otherwife, and even made them promifes of 
‘targe poffeflions, Under thefe, and many other attendant: cir- 
cumftances, equally defirable, it is now perhaps not fo much to 
-be wondered at, though fearcely poffible to, have been forefeen, © 
that a fet of failors, moft of them void of conne&tions, fhould be | 
led away; efpecially when, in addition to fuch powerful in- 
- ducements, they imagined it in their power to fix themfelves in 
the midft of plenty, on the ‘fineft ifland in the world, where 
they need not labour, and where the aijurements of diffipation — 
are beyond a 1g that can be conceived, A) PR ARON 


} Defertiong pd 


4 
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Defertions have happened, more or lefs, from many of the 
fhips that have been at the Society Iflands ; but it ever has been 
in the commanders power to make the chiefs return their people : 
‘the knowledge; therefore, that it was unfafe to defert, perhaps, 
firft led mine to confider with what eafe fo fmall a fhip might 
be furprized, and that fo favourable an Opportunity would never 
offer to them again. 

The fecrecy of this mutiny is beyond all conception. Thirteen 


of the party, who were with me, had always lived forward among ° 


the people; yet neither they, nor the mefs-mates of Chriftian, 
Stewart, Haywood, and Young, had ever obferved any circum- 
flance to give them fufpicion of what was going on. .With fuch 
clofe-planned aéts of villainy, and my mind free from any fuf. 
picion, it is not wonderful that I have been got the better of. 
The poffibility of fuch a confpiracy was ever the fartheft from 
my thoughts. Had their mutiny been occafioned by any griev- 
ances, either real or imaginary, 1 muft have difcovered {ymptoms 
of their difcontent, which would have put me on my guard: but 
the cafe was far otherwife. Chriftian, in particular, I was on 
the moft friendly terms with; that very day he was engaged to 


have dined with me; and the preceding night he excufed himfelf | 


from {upping with me, on pretence ‘of being unwell; for which 
I felt concerned, having no fufpicions of his integrity and 
honour. 


It now remained w:th me to confider what.was beft to be done. | 


My firft determination was to feek a fupply of breadefruit and 
water at Tofoa, and afterwards to fail for Tongataboo, and there 
rifk a folicitation to Poulaho, the king, to equip my boat, and 
grant a fupply of water and provifions, fo as to enable us to 
reach the aft Indies. The quantity of provifions I found inh 
. the boat was 150 lb. of bread, 16 pieces of pork, each piece 
weighing 2 lb; 6 quarts of rum, 6 bottles of wine, with 28 gallons 
of water, and four empty barrecoes. 

April egth.* Happily the -afternoon kept calm, when we 
were fo far to windward, that, with a moderate eafterly breeze 
which fprung up, we. were able to fail. It was neverthelefs 
dark when we got to Tofoa, where I expeé&ed to land; but the 

fhore proved'to be fo fteep and rocky, that I was obliged to give 
up all thoughts of it, and keep the boat’ under the lee of the 
ifland with two oars; for there was no anchorage. Having 
fixed on this mode of proceeding for the night, I ferved to 
every perfon half a pint of grog, and each took to his reft as 
well as our unhappy fituation would allow. ’ 

“In the morning, at dawn of day, we fet off along fhore in 
fearch of landing, and about ten o’clock we difcovered a ftony 
cove at the NW part of the ifland, where I dropt the grapnel 


s * It is to be Ghlererd, that the account of time is kept in the nautical way, 


i. each day ending at noon. Thus the beginning of the egth of April-is, according 


fo the common way of reckoning, the afternoon of the 28th. “thi 
ot i RR ee within , 
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within 20 yards of the rocks. . A great deal of furf ran-on-the 
fhore; but, as I was unwilling to diminith our ftock of pro- 
vifions, I landed Mr. Samuel; and fome others, who climbed the 
cliffs, and got into the country to fearch for fupplies,.. The reft 
of us-remained at the cove, not-difcovering any way to get ito 
the country, but that by which Mr. Samuel had proceeded. It 
was great confolation to me to find, that the {pirits of my people 
did not fink, notwithflanding our miferable and almoft hopelefs 
fituation. ‘Towards noon Mr. Samuel returned, with a few quarts 
of water, which he had found in holes; but he had met with no 
fpring, or any profpe& of a fuffcient fupply in that particular, 
and had only feen figns of inhabitants. As it was impoffible to 
know how much we might be in want, I only iffued a morfel of 
bread, and a glafs of wine, to each perfon for dinner. 


[ To be continued. | 


The Converfion and happy Death of CuaisTOPHER SINCLAIR, 
of Fryup-Dale, near Whitby ; written by his Father, Mr. John 
Sinclair, 


tae eaipe SincLatr was born Auguft 28, 1769, at 
KA Stainfeker, near Whitby, in Yorkfhire.. A: twelve years of 
age, his inclination led him to a feafaring life; accordingly he was 
bound apprentice and ferved feven years to: the entire fatisfa@tion 
of his mafter and owners, In 1790, he was impreffed into bis 
Majefty’s fervice, where he faw much wickednefs, which fo af- 
feGed his mind as to conftrain him to weep and pray earneftly to 


_ God to be delivered from fuch a fituation.. Becaufe he appeared 


more ferious than others, he was: frequently called by way of re- 
proach, a Methodift Dog. As no war commenced, he had his , 
choice either to remain in the fervice, or to have his liberty: he 
readily preferred the latter, and returned home in January 1792. 
The remaining part of the Winter he applied himfelf to the itudy. 
of navigation and aftronomy, in which he made great proficiency, 
until April, when he was feized with a fevere pain in his back, 
accompanied with a dry cough, fhortnefs of breath, and univerfal 
weaknefs, Thefe alarming fymptoms induced me to apply to 
a doétor of great reputation for his experience and dkill, and who 
at firft entertained fome hopes, that he could be ufeful to my fon, 
Upon examination the Doétor found three of the joints of his 
back diflocated. And to add to our affliftion, in a few days after 
we difcovered that two ribs were flipped off his breaft bone, He | 
felt.a fevere pain all over’ his body, accompanied with a wiolent 
cough, fore throat, and fever. : “ ephraly tprckncga) 
_ May 17, 1792, about four o’clock, after a reftlefs night, he 
defired me to carry him to his chair: when I had him in-my arms 
he cried out with a lamentable’ voice, and tears running down his 
face, his hands and knees trembling, ‘* O father, I am dying, and 
; . not 
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not prepared! I fhall diet ¥ fhall die! 1 know it for certain: I 


feel the terrors of the Lord upon me: I am going to mifery! 
What fhall Ido?  O pray for me.” Thofe who know any 
thing of the feelings of a parent, may éafily conceive what I felt. 
_ While my dear child clung around my neck, the appearance of 
death upon his countenance, and trembling every limb under the 
apprehenfion of the wrath of God. I anfwered, “That I hoped the 
Lord had beard my prayers for him, and that I was glad to fee 
the hand of the Lord upon him for good.” He replied, ** O father, 
it ig now too late: for I know I thall die in a little time: perhaps 
this day, Or this hour!” Our cries alarmed the reft of the 
family, who alP joined in weeping over him. He defired us not 
to weep for the lofs of his body, but ‘earneftly pray to the Lord 
that he would have mercy upon his foal; for he was juft going to 
appear before that God whom he had fo long offended. I en- 
couraged him to hope for metcy; that the Lord had no pleafute 
in the death’ of a finner, and that to fee our danger and feel our 
mifery, was half way to the kingdom of heaven. -He imme. 
diately anfwered, -like.one ready to perifh, “ O that is good news ; 
but perhaps I have finned the fin againft the Holy Ghoft; if fo, 
T cannot be forgiven.” Being overwhelmed with forrow, I faid 
to him, I cannot fpeak to thee as thy fituation requires, I will 
therefore fend for thy uncle John Collier, who is able to thew 
thee thy duty; and poirit thee to the Lamb of God; for he furely 
’ died for thee. He laid hold of thefe words and repeated them 
Frequently ; at the fame time requelting that his uncle might be 
fent for direéily ; adding, ‘ For my foul is at ftake ; ” When his 
uncle came and afked him how he did, be faid, “1 am going to 
die, and I am not prepared: what hall I do?” His uncle an-: 
fwered, “1 perceive there is a change in thy mind fince laft Sun- 
.. day: when I then fpoke to thee on the neceflity of preparing for 
death, thou feemed not much concerned about the matter.” He 
replied; “O yes: but I was afhamed to afk your advice then; 
but now you have done well to come; for I am weak in’ body, 
and in great diftrefs of mind, and ftill 1 fear I am too late.” 
His uncle affured him, that the Lord was ready, and willing to 
pardon all his fins, provided he truly repented, and turned to 
efus Chrift in faith. After fome time employed in explaining 
_ the nature of converfion, and exhorting him to look unto the 
Lord for prefent pardon and peace, he went to prayer; during 
which Chriftopher appeared to be in greater diftrefs and agony. 
of fpirit. Many of our neighbours and friends came in, and 
afked how he did? _ He thanked them, and faid, “ I am going to 
die; my body is in great pain from head to foot; but this is 
as nothing compared to the diftrefs of my foul.” He then cried 
with great fervency, ‘“ God be merciful to mea finner! O my 
- Saviour, undertake my caufe before the throne of juttice : I ac- 
knowledge I deferve everlafting punifhment; but thou haft died 
. for me! One drop of thy precious Blood is: fufficient to take 
a ae ae away 
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away my fins; yea, the fins of the whole world.” ‘His ftrength. 
now failed him; and we again kneeled down to prayer and 
commended him to God. Several chriftian friends then took 
their leave, exhorting him to hold on his way.. After which he 
faidto me, “O my dear father, why are you caftdown? It in- 
creafes my forrow to fee you fo affeéted.” I defired him to bear 
with us, and not to fuffer this'to trouble him; but ftrive to Jay. 
hold on Chrift, which if he did, would be an unfpeakable com- 
fort to us all. He anfwered, ‘* I have hold, and through 
grace, I will not let him go except he blefs me. .1 will call 
upon -him with all my might, and if I die before I.obtain the 
bleffing, 1 will die crying for mercy: yet I have now no doubt 
but the Lord will.fupport my dying body until I obtain the blef- 
fing.” I now defired him to take a little fleep, as he had had {carce 
any for feveral days and nights; but he anfwered, ‘*I have no 
time for fleep; I am fill afraid of death ; and if I lofe my fenfes, 
and die, what will become of me?” . However he was prevailed 
upon, and flept for the {pace of twenty minutes ; then he opened 
his eyes in, thankfulnefs for being preferved.. As he feemed fo, 
much oppreffed I afked, If there was any fin in particular which 
_ he had committed that lay upon his mind? He replied, ‘* None 
in particular; but my life has been a life of fin ; my occupation 
expofed me to the worft of company. | It is true, 1 did not join, 
them in fin in the higheft degree, yet when I have been called a 
Methodift dog, and a Methodift devil, I have curfed and {wore.as 


well as the worft of them. I have been proud. of thefe once. 


aétive but now trembling limbs, which would never be the laft 
up the lofty maft. O father, I broke all the laws of God, and 
your advice,I have caft behind my back. I do fee myfelf‘one 
of the vileft of finners. God be merciful to mea finner. O 
Lord Jefus have mercy upon me!” | In this manner he fpent 
moft of the night. . 
Friday, May 18, his uncle afked how he did? he replied, 
** Very poorly in my body; and as to my foul, I have ftrong con- 
* fidence in God that he will ere long manifeft bimfelf to me to 
the Joy of my heart. Ido now believe that the Lord Jefus 
died for me, as tho’ there were none in the world befide myfelf.. 
O come, Lord Jefus, into my foul.” Being defired to repofe 
himfelf a litile he fill anfwered ‘* I have no time, for I have not. 


ee 


a 


‘ 


6s 


** that fatisfaélion and peace of mind I long for.” Notwithfland- - 


ing he fuffered racking pain of body and was fo weak that he could. 
neither lie down nor fit, but was always, night and day, fupported, 
between two perfons, yet I never heard him once complain that 
he fuffered too much. . He ftill held faft his hope, and believed 


the Lord would deliver him, tho’ he feemed to tarry long. His. 
conflant petition was, “ O come, Lord Jefus, and. have mercy. 


** upon me, a finner, not worthy the leaft of all thy, mercies, 

*« Have mercy, upon me, and magnify. thy grace in the redemption 

‘* of my foul,” After we had been at prayer, and his uncle was 
1 “taking 


y 
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taking leave of him, he fuddenly cried out with a loud voice, 
He is come! he is come! © it is fweet, it is fweet': I am now 
“happy. ©O praife the Lor’, -praife him with me! O blefled 
*«" Jefus, thou haft done ail things well. O come Death, now I 
“fear thee not.” “This after 36 hours diftrefs, the Lord was 
pleafed to fet his foul at perfeét liberty, and we again fell down 
upon our knees and praifed God for his mercy and goodnefs to» 
Wards us: our teats of forrow were now turned into tears of joy 
and gladnefs. Chriftopher could not forbear {peaking of the good- 
nefs of God, and fuid ** O bleffed Jefus, thou art altogether lovely, 
“ the faireft among ten thoufand.” Then addrefling his uncle, he 
faid, “ Lord blefs you for what you have done for me:” His’ 
Uncle replied, Thou muft give God all the glory: it is the Lord 
that hath done all for thee, not unto me but unio his holy namé 
be the praife given. “ O yes, he replied, but I am unable to ex- 
“ prefs the thankfulnefs I now feel to God for all his mercies to« 
*“ wards me. I want to praife him with a nobler voice. I want 
** you all to help me to praife him. O praife him with me, for 
sg he hath done all things well. Till yefterday morning I was 
“ blind and foolifh, but now I have found him whom my foul 
** Joveth ; and I cannot but Jove you, for you have fhewn me the 
“ way of Salvation: the Lord blefs you and yours. 1 hope we 
“ fhall all meet in heaven, and there we fhall praife God and the 
* Lamb for ever, O what a meeting will that be to part no more,” 
I cannot help admiring the goodnefs of God towards my dear 
child, in fupporting him while under this fevere affli€tion of both 
body and mind; but efpecially in this one inftance, for three weeks 
he had a continual cough; I have known him cough for two or 
three hours without any intermiflion: but from the time he faw 
himfelf a loft finner, until the Lord fet his foul at perfeét liberty 
and took him to himfelf, he was not heard to cough; thus graci- 
oufly did the Lord deal with him. 
aving how obtained the blefling of pardon and reconciliation 
with God, he was defirous to prevail upon all who came near him, 
to feek the Lord while he was to be found; fo that he let none go 
away without firft exhorting them earneflly to repent and turn to 
God. His brothers and fifter being all prefent, his bowels yearned 
over them ; and he began with the oldeft faying, ‘* My dear bro- 
ther John, comé near me, and give me thy hand, O my dear 
brother, repent before it be too late. I am going to die, I hope 
this night ; and thou doft not know how foon it may be thy cafe; . 
fo night thy fummons may come, and thou muft then appear before 
ah offerided God, without an iniereft-in Jefus Chrifl; and if this 
fhould be the cafe, it would have been better’a thoufand times for 
thee never to have been born. I need not afk thee, if thou art 
ready? I know thou art not. O John, my heart is enlarged to» 
- watdsthee; be not fo foolifh as I have been, to put off repen+ 
- tance to the laft iwo or thre@days of my life, But blefled be 


Vou XIX. May, 1796. é God, 
7s oe 
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Got, he has been gracious to me, -I now am-certain that for 
me to die to night, would be the beft news that could come to 
me. Yefterday morning, death was a moft dreadful king of ter- 
rors; but now the {weeteft meflenger. Glory be to God, 1 feel 
no pain of body, I cannot exprefs the joy and happinefs I find 
in my mind. O bleffed Jefus, thou haft done all things well. 
My dear brother, thou art in the fame road to mifery that I was 
in. Laffure thee, it is hard to feel the pains of death, and at the 
fame time a guilty confcience, and a fear of dropping into hell 
‘every moment, as I did yefterday. What doft thou fay ? Wilt 
thou promife me to feek the Lord now, in thy youth and health ? 
. Never mind what the world fay of thee ; get true religion, then 
thou wilt be happy. May the Lord incline thy heart to feek him 
now, before it be too late. 7 

Then he fpoke to his brother Adam, and faid, ‘* Come near, 
for my ftrength is almoft gone.” One obferving that he exerted 
himfelf too much in fpeaking, he raifed his_voice and faid, “*O 
that my voice could reach the whole world, that all mankind 
might. hear what God has done for my foul, and that I might 
warn them with my dying breath to repent and turn to God: I 
Jong to do fomething for my dear Lord, who has done fo much 
for me; the fpirit is truly willing, but the flefh is weak:” Then 
addreffing himfelf to his brother and others that were ftanding by, 
he faid,' “ You are all younger than me, but none of you are fure 
of living to my age ; {ome of you may be called to appear before 
God before me, although I expe@ to die every moment; and if 
you die in. your fins, you muft depart from God, the fountain of 
all happiuefs, and go toa place of torment and mifery for ever 
and ever. 

To his filler he faid, “O that I could perfuade thee to prepare 
to meet thy God. Get religion; that will make thee happy. ,The 
world will call thee a Methodift, but that will not burt thee. Be 
thou a follower of the holy jefus, and thou wilt find that one 
hour's enjoyment of the love of God fhed abroad in thy heart, 
will be a {ufficient ‘reward for all the reproach thou fhalt endure 
‘from thy finful acquaintance. O confider the worth of thy pre- 

cious foul, it coft no lefs a ranfom than the blood and life, of 

the Son of God to redeem it; and that blood fhall wath thy foul 
from every fin, if thou only come to God.” ‘Then he fpoke to 
them all, faying, “I charge you all with my dying voice, to re- 

pent and turn to the Lord in your youth: What do you fay ? 
Will you promife me you will? Begin now, put this off tio 

longer, be not fo foolith as I have been, This night repent; yea, 

this hour; for we know not what an hour may bring forth. You 

may not have the opportunity that I haye had to repent upon a 
- death-bed. Few have been dealt with fo gracioufly as I have been. 

Though I have had a lmgering ficknefs for more than a year,. yet 
fo foolith was'I, that I hoped to recover, and put the thoughts of 
death Pe me, till jufl dropping into hell, and se a 
: . _ brand 
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brand plucked out of the fire, Oh help me to praife the Lord, 
for he hath done gteat things for me. Now, my dear ‘brothers 
and fifter, will you comply with my dying cherge? What fay 
saan Will you prepare for death, that you'may meet me in 
neaven ?” They all confented, and faid, it would be far better 
for them, and hoped they fhould all meet in heaven. This filled 
his heart with fuch rapture, that he was conflrained to thout for 
joy. Now, faid he, let me go freely; I want to be gone; the 
thought of death is delightful ; I know that my Redeemer liveth : 
he is able and willing to blefs you all, if you come unto him.” 
To his coufins he faid, * Repent, and be not fo foolith as I 
have been: what excufe can you make, if death fhould cal] you 
away before you have made your peace with God? The golpel 
has been preached by his fervants in your father’s honfe, ever 
fince you were born; you have heard it, and have had a good 
example fet before you, and good advice given you, fo that you 
cannot plead ignorance in the leaft degree. O what Opportunities 
have you had; methinks, had I been fo bleffed, I thould have 
turned to God long ago; but the Lord has had mercy upon me; 
he flopped me in my courfe of fin by affliGing my body : This 
would not do, until yefterday I faw myfelf dying and going to 
hell. I cannot tell you the diftrefs I was then ing my body racked 
with pain, and the terrors of the Lord upon me ; in my diftrefs I 
fought the Lord with all my heart, and he was found of me; 
and now I cannot exprefs the happinefs I feel. Jefus is my Sa- 
viour. I never knew what happinefs was till now. What do you 


fay? Will you promife me to feek the Lord pow, in your 


youth?”: They all confented, acknowledging that his adyice 
was good, and hoped they fhould remember it. | : 

~ At the hour appointed for giving him medicine, he faid, “1 
think it is of no ufe taking any more; I have no defire to live 
any longer, I had rather by far die that I may praife my Re. 
deemer .in a nobler fbrain, than I am capable of with this feeble 
body. Then all heaven will refound with praifes to my dear 
Redeemer.” I told him we had no expe€tation of bis being 
reftored, but that he might be eafed of his pain a little. * Pain, 
faid he, I have no pain ; I am all in a flame of love. I long to 
be gone, that I may be with my dear Redeemer. O come Lard 


_ Jefus, and take me to thyfelt, I love to be where thou art.” 


4, 
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. was looking in my face, and perceiving the concern I 
as he faid, hy O Sciaaay why are you fo affeéted ? Let me 
go freely; you know what you have promifed ?” | told him I 
did, and was willing to deliver him up as freely as the nature of 
the cafe would admit. At his requeft I felt his pulfe, and in. 
formed him that it flill continued to beat ; upon which he faid, 


ee. ‘h ill of the Lord be done; but be not afraid of telhng me 
; k cok pulfe ceafes to beat; this will be the moft welcome 
 newslever heard.” . While we were fupporting him, ‘he faid, 


4 


me 


Oo. le you all have with me, I pray the Lord tq 
siet or. siekee oe . ae so s reward 
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9 
reward you all. I am very faint, Lord Jefus, fend for vice : 
His eyes now were fixed, a cold {weat came upon him, 4 
pulfe frequently intermitted, he attempted to fpeak, but could 
not, he ceafed to breathe, and we all-{appofed hun now en- 
tering into the joy of his Lord: But in a lutle time he breathed 
ai s ; i if furprized, cried out, “If 
again, and looking around him as, if furp : 
this be death, there is no pain in dying ! O death, where 1s 
thy fling?” And added, ‘* My dear friends, why do you weep 
for me?. I am happy, I have, no pain. My foul is unfpeak- 
ably. happy.” An old man coming in to fee him, and afking 
how he.did? He anfwered, “1 am dying and going to heaven. 
I know God for Chrift fake has pardoned all my fins, and filled 
~my mind with, fuch, joy and happinefs as paffes all underfland. 
ing:”’ and then added, ** O prepare. for death: death to the 
finner. is.a king of terrors! I know this by experience.” Hethen 
repeated the. particulars of the Lord’s dealings with him 3; which 
brought tears from the old man’s eyes. This night he had 
feveral fainting fits, but continued happy and praifing God. 
Saturday 19. He flumbered often and {poke very little. I afked 
how he found himfelf?- He anfwered, ‘* Very poorly, I am not 
as I was, and therefore I am in doubt.” I told him, thefe 
thdughis came from the enemy, who was now making his left 
effort ; and exhorted him to. pray to the Lord to deliver him from 
all evil, He immediately cried to the Lord to fave him from evil 
reafonings, and from all evil thoughts ; and to fanétify him 
throughout. He continued wreftling with God abont fifteen 


- minutes, and, then on a fudden, cried out with inexpreffible tran= . 


{port, ** O.lovely Jefus! thou art come. I am now’happier than 
, ever; my cup now runs over: now I can truly fay, I love the 
Lord with all my heart. O bleffed Jefus I do give thee my whole 
heart: I am now willing to fuffer for thy fake, only ftand by me, 
fupport and comfort me. Now my dear father and mother, dry 
up your tears, and, let me go freely. The Lord has done much 
for me; he faved me from many dangers, fpared me when a rebel 
againft him, brought me home that | might die under your roof, 
pardoned all my fins, fhed) his love abroad in my heart: O who 
has fuch reafon to praife God as I have? I would not now, were 


it poflible, change my ftate.with the greateft monarch. upon <4 


No, happinefs can be compared:io the happinefs Inow. feel; a 
you, know, it hath not entered into the heart of man to conceive 
the happinefs God hath prepared for them who. love him.” ‘he 
_ Upon his afking, If L thought we fhould know each, other in 
heaven ? Laffured him, I had:no doubt of it; we fhould certainly 
know all the ancient worthies, and join chem in finging the fong of 
Mofes.and the.Lamb. . ** Q, faid he, that. is good news indeed’; # 
heightens, my happinefs: here while I think of it. Well, my dear 
father, Jet us. march on; I now want to {peak about nothing but 
heaven and the.happinefs we dhall enjoy there. O that.weallma 
micet, there to parino more, There needs not a hoof be left-be« 
. . rae hind; 
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hind: The blood of Chrift is fafficient for you all.” A relation 
coming to fee him, he earneiily intreated her to turn to the Lord: 
adding, ‘* I know what it is to die in our fins ; though I did not 
really die, yet I knew no other but that I was jut dropping into 
Hell; the pain of body and a wounded confcience which I felt, 
gave me a tafte and an earnest of the bitter pains of eternal Death: 
and yefterday, I thonght, I was enering heaven; but the Lord 
firengthened this dying body, and has enabled me once more to 
fpeak to my dear triends.” He continued exhorting thofe who 
came to fee him from morning to night, fo that his little frength 
was well nigh exhaufted; he breathed with difficulty, and at laf 
fainted and remained {peechiefs for fome time. When one fay~ 
ing, He is dying, he fmiled again and again, and was heard to fay, 
* It is fweet; it is fweet.”” Recovering his fpeech, he cried ont, 
** O praife the Lord, for he hath done all things well.” He con- 
tinued all night in this happy frame, often repeating, “It is fweet; 
it is fweei.” - 

Next day being Sunday, many friends came to fee him, and he 
was itrengthened in a wonderful manner both in body and mind, te 
warn the carelefs, encourage the mourners, and teftify to the chil- 
dren of God, the great things he had done for his foul, in a com- 
paffionate and affectionate manner. After being refrefhed a little, 
he broke out in a rapture of joy, and faid, “* O bleffed Jefus, thou 
art altogether lovely, and the chief among ten thoufand : Every 
thing is too. mean to. be compared to thee.” , 

On Monday morning at one o'clock I was called up, he had ju 
fainted, but was reviving again. I faid, Thou has now got another 
fixuggle over. He anfwered, “ I. have no pain; 1 am ali in a flame 
of love; I have got this night {weetly over; and when | think 

‘that the few hours the Lord is pleafed to continue me in the body, 
will not fhorten my eternity of blids, it fills my mind with inexprefs« 
able joy and felicity.” He added, “ Thou. haft my heart, thou 
lovely Jefus ; and had I ten thoufand, thou art worthy of them all. 
I am willing to die ten thoufand deaths, or to fuffer any thing for 
him. who. has. done fo.much for me. O that I could but fing bis 
praife. Well, though I cannot doit here, I fhall, by and by, join 
the heavenly choir and with them fing of his redeeming love to all 

_ Eternity.” At five o’clock in the morning, he faid, “ By to mor- 

_-fow at this time I fhall be in Heaven. I have been failing on the 

- eaftern and weftern ocean, and I always promifed myfelf happinefs 

at the place of our deftination, and was always difappointed of my 
expeétation: but now] am making a voyage to thé Land of Canaan 
the New Jerufalem above, and fal! enter the defired port inthe courfe 

- of a few days, and am fure of happinefs; there all labour, pain, and 
forrow, fhall be done away for ever. O glorious profpeét! My 

foul would now mount up and enter into the promifed Land. Well, 

a few more hours, and my happy fpirit fhall leave this feeble body, 

and find it a glorious body at the laft day, Come, my dear father, 

_ donble your diligence, loiter ne longer, prefs forward ; ee be 


sare 


a 
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what the Lord can do in a little time; and your time; by the courfe 
of years, cannot be long ; hold oat to the end, and we {hall meet in 
heaven; it will heighten my happinefs to welcome you all there.” 
In the courfe of this day, a neighbour came to fee him who-had 
forne time been afflifted with a lingering illnefs, and who 1s now 
in Eternity, to whom he {poke in a very earneft manner,'as one 
that longed for his falvation ; he warned him of -his danger, and 
exhorted him to flee from the wrath to come; and then added, 
“* Death to me is the moft welcome meffenger. I feel 1 can love 


the Lord with all my heart, and I long to be with him whom my ~ 


foul loveth.” In fpeaking of the goodnels of God, he fpent moft part 
of the night, and when the clock track twelve, he faid, “ This has 
been the happieft night lever bad: now the blefled morning is 
come in which I fhall go to my blefled Jefus: He hath done all 
things well; O praife him.” When his {peech failed, he fmiled 
and looked upwaids; then he looked at me, and again he turned 
his eyes upwards, and took hold of my hand, as if he would point 
me to fome obje&t. He endeavoured to {fpeak, but could-only fay, 
“ Father, fee! fee!’ and fuddenly his face thined as if a divine 
ray of heavenly ligit refled upon him, which continued for fix 
or feven minutes, he then began to fpeak and faid,. “ Father, I 
have been in heaven; I have been in heaven; I have feen my 
Jefus ; and all happy fouls.” «As his mouth feemed dry, I offered 
him a little wine and water, but he turned . his ‘head afide and faid, 
«No, no, father, I thank you for all your kindnefs,; I will drink 
no more of the fruit of the vine below.; lonly want. to fee my 
uncle.” His uncle being come, he faid to him, “ L have been in 
heaven, and all is well; it is finifhed! I can {peak no more.” He 
repeatedly {miled; and while his uncle: was praying the Lord to 


fend a convoy of Angels to carry his foul to Abraham’s Bofom, his’ 


happy fpirit took its flight, on Tuefday morning at 4 o’clock, May 
22,1793. At his requeft, Mr. Hopkins preached a funeral Sermon 
from Mark vii. 37. ‘ He hath done all things well; which 
words he often repeated with great fatisfa€tion during his affli€tion, 
The congregation was large, and I truft few were unaffeéted.. L 
pray that my laft end may be like his. |  JouHN SINCLAIR, 


Fryup-Dale, July.12, 1793. | 
. rn 
Mr. FLETCHER’s. LETTERS, _ 
To the Hon. Mrs, C. 


“ai Crofs Hall, Yorkshire, Dec. 26, 1781. 
My very dear Friend, | e° 
Your favour of the 4th inftant did not reach me until a cons 


fiderable time after date, through my being ftill abfent from 


Madeley ; a clergyman of this neighhopiods Fa made an ex. 
change with me, to facilitate my ettling fome affairs of a 4 
. ral 
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Tal nature in this county. The kind part you take in my happinels 
demands my warmeft thanks; and I beg you will accept them 
multiplied by thofe, which my dear partner prefents to you. Yes, 
my dear friend, I am married in my old age, and have a new op- 
portunity of. confidering a great myflery, in the moft perfect type 
of our Lord’s myftical union with his church. I have now anew 
call to pray for a fulnefs of Chrift’s holy, gentle, meek, loving 
Spirit, that I may love my wife, as he loved his Spoufe, the 
Church. But the emblem is greatly deficient: the Lamb is wore 
thy of his {poufe, and more than worthy, whereas I muft acknow- 
ledge myfelf unworthy of the yoke-fellow, whom heaven has re- 
ferved forme. She isa perfon after my own heart ; and I make 
no doubt we fhall increafe the number of the happy marriages in 
the Church Militant. Indeed they are not fo many, but it may be 
worth a Chriftian’s while to add one more to the number. God 
declared it was not good, that man, a focial being, fhould live~ 
alone, ‘and therefore he gave hima help-meet for him: for the 
fame reafon our Lord fent forth his difciples two and two. Had If 
fearched the’three Kingdoms, I could not have found one brother 
willing to fhare gratis my weal, woe, and labours, and complai- 
fant enough to unite his fortunes to mine; but God has found me 
a partner, a ffler, a wife, to ufe St. Paul's language, who is not 
afraid to face with me the Colliers and Bargemen of my Parifh, 
until death part us. . 
. Buried together in our country village, we fhall help one ano- 
ther to trim our lamps, and wait, as I truft you do continually, 
for the coming of the heavenly Bridegroom. Well; for us the 
heavenly child is born, to us a double fon is given, and with him 
the whole kingdom of grace and glory. O my dear friend, let us 
prefs into, and meet in both of thefe kingdoms. Our Surety and 
Saviour is the way and the door into them; and bleffed be free 
grace, the way is free, as the King’s highway,. and the door open, 

like the arms of Jefus crucified. ‘ 

January 1f, 1782. I live, bleffed be God, to devote myfelf 
again to his bleffed fervice in this world, or in the next, and to 
-- with my dear friends all the bleffings of a year of Jubilee. What- 
ever this year bring forth, may it bring us,the fulleft meafures of 
falvation attainable on earth, and the moft complete prepatation 
for heaven. I have a folemn call to gird my loins and keep my 
lamp burning. Sirangely reftoied to health and ftrength con- 
fidering my years, by the good nurfing of my dear partner; I 
ventured to preach of late as often as I did formerly, and after 
having read prayers and preached twice on Chriftmas day, &c, I 
did, jafi Sunday what I bad never done, ---. I continued doing duty 
from ten till paft four in the afternoon, owing to chriftenings, 
churchings, and the facrament, which I adminiftered to a church 
- full of peuple; fo that I was obliged to go from the communion 
‘table to begin the evening fervice, and then to vilit fome fick. 
_ This has brought back upon me one of my old, dangerous fymp- 
; ie at sitet, Sky jo toms, 
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toms, fo that I had flaitered myfelf in vain, to do the whole duty 
of my own Parith. My dear wife 1s nurfing me with the tendere 
care, gives me up to God with the greateft refignation, and helps 
me to rejoice, that life and death, health and ficknefs, work all 
for our good, and are all ours, as bleffed inftruments to forward 
Us in our journey to heaven, We intend to fet out for Madeley 
to motrow. The profpeét of a winter's journey is not {weet ; 
but the profpett of meeting you and your dear fifter, and Lady 
Mary,-and Mrs. L. and Mrs. G. and all our other companions 
in tribulation in heaven, is delightful. The Lord prepare and-fit 
us for that glorious meeting! Ass foon as I reach Madeley, I fhall 
write to Lady Mary. Give my beit refpeéts to her, to our dear 
fifter, and to. the ladies I have juft named ; and believe me to be, 
my dear frierid and fellow traveller to Zion, your moft obliged and 
affe€tionate fervant, Sess 
P. S. If Lady Huntingdon is in London, I would beg you to 
prefent my duty to her, with my beft withes. 


To the Right Hon. Lady MARY FITZGERALD. 


Madeley, Jan. 17824 
Thank you, my Lady, for your kind congratulations on my 

& marriagé. The Lord has indeed blefled me witha Partner. 
after my own heart ;—dead to the world, and wanting, as: well 
as myfelf, 10 be’ filled with all the life of God. She joins me in 
dutiful thanks to your Ladyfhip, for your obliging remembrancé 
of her in, your kind letter, and will help me to welcome you to 
the little hermitage we {poke of laft year in London, if your Ladys 
fhip’s health or tafte, fhould call you to retire for a while from thé! 
hurry of the Town. 

What a difference between the court of the King of kings, and 
that of King George! How peaceable the former, how full of 
hurry the latter! The Prince himfelf welcomes us, and manifefts 
himfelf to us, as Prince of Peace, as Emmanuel, God with us. 


He will even bring his kingdom, and keep his court in our heartsy: 


if we open them, by the attention and recollection of faith: He 


will even fup with us, and make us tafte the {weéetnefs of that 
bread, which came down from heaven, and the virtue of the blood, 


which cleanfes from all fin, That this may be our conftant expe~ 
rience, and that of our dear companions in tribulation in St. 


ei place, is the fincere aud frequent wifh of, My. Lady, 


our moift obliged and obedient fervant, 


To the Right Hon, Lady MARY FITZGERALD. - 
My honoured Friend, Madeley, Auguft 28, 1782. 
Cras Mercy, -and humble Jove, be multiplied to you, 
from God our Father and from our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
through the eternal Spirit ; irr whofe name we were baptized into 
the body of the Church, the Spoufe of the Son of God. The 
eee oo ae 
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Lord has peculiar favonrs in ftore for your-ladyfhip, and for me: 
the proof is, that we are afflifted. Have you been in a weak flate 
of health? I have had the honour to drink of your cup: the in- 
fluenza has laid me down, but the Lord has raifed me up again ; 
and when I was partly well, I broke my fhin accidentally (fhould 
I not fay lt againit-a bench, and the confequence 
‘was my being confined by a bad leg to my bed, whence 1 write 
thefe lines. O may they be lines of confolation to my dear 
friend! May the God of ail grace, who comforts unworthy me, 
Tejoice, your oppreffed heart, and make it overflow with his pa- 
tient love, and fan&tifying truth, 
You ftill complain of zle /elf: I with you joy, for your know. 
ing your enemy. Let vile felf be reduced to order, and, though 
he be a bad mafter, he will become an excellent fervant. If you 
fay, “ How fhall I do“this?” I reply, by letting the Lord, the 
Maker, the Pyeferver, the Redeemer,-the Lover of your foul, 
* afcend upon ihe throne of your thoughts, will, and affeétions, 
Who deferves to eugrofs and fill them better than he does? Is 
he not your.firft- Lord, your beft Hufband, your moft faithful 
Friend, and your greateft Benefaétor? If you fay, “I do not 
fee him; ” I reply, that _you never faw the foul of any of your 
Friends ; ----- nor do you fee even the bady of him you call your 
idol, QO! allow Jehovah, the Supreme’ Being, to be to you, 
what he deferves to be, a/l,2m a/l.. One lively a€t of. faith, one 
aifent and confent to this delighiful truth, that your Father, who 
isin heaven,;-loves you a thoufand times more than you love 
your idol, (for God’s Love is like himfelf, infinite and boundle/s) 
wil fet your heart at liberty, and even make it dance for joy. 
What, if to this ravifhing confideration, you add the tranfporting, 
truth, that the Son of God, fairer than the fons of men, ana 
brighter than angels, has loved you unto death, ---- to the death 
of the crofs, and loves you ftill, more than all your friends do, 
were their love colle&ted inio one heart ; could you help thinking; 
with a degree .of joyous gratitude, ‘of fuch an inflance of divine 
condefcenfion ? ' No, your vile /:/f would be enobled, raifed, ex- 
panded, and fet at liberty, by this evangelical thought; and if 
you did not deftroy this divine cofception, if you nourifhed this 
hittle degree of the love of Chrift,—Emmanuel, the God of love, . 
would be more fully manifefted in you, ‘and falvation. would from 
this moment grow in your foul. _Jefus would grow in your bes 
Jieving, loving heart ; felf would’ be no-body, and Emmanuel 
would be all in all. Let*°Chrif by:'the incorruptibie feed of the 
word, be formed in you through faith; and you will be fo taken 
up by this wonder of divine love, fo ‘employed in’ praifing your 
Father’s mercy, and Saviour’s love and tendernefs, that you will 
have but little time to fpeak’ either ot’ good or bad felf Wher 
— felf is for avs nothene, belie God, you ah ate ae 
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per place; and you make room for the heavenly Being, whofe 
holy and happy exiflence you are to fhadow out. 

If. you have left off attending on the Princefs, attend on the 
Prince of Peace with double diligence. If you have been want. 
ing in that fweet and honourable duty, it is becaufe the enemy 
has told you lies of your Saviour, and has caft a veil over the 
love of his heart, and the beauty of his face. See the f{nare, and 
avoid it. 

* Shall we ever have the honour of feeing you, my Lady? My 
wife, who joins in refpe&tful love and thanks to your Ladyfhip 
for your remembrance of her, fays, fhe will do her beft to render 
our cold houfe fafe for you, if not convenient. You would have 
had a repeated invitation from us, if fear, and a concern for your 
health, heightened by the bad weather, had not checked our de- 
fires to have an opportunity of affuring you here, how much we 
are devoted to your fervice. But the roads and the weather be- 
ginning to mend, we venture to offer you the beft apartment in 
our hermitage. I wifh it were large enough to take in dear Mrs. 

.. and our dear friends in St. James’s Place; but we have only 
two fmall rooms;, to which, however, you would be received 
with two enlarged hearts; I mean thofe of, your Ladyfhip’s obe- 
dient, devoted fervants, j. and M. F, 


F To the Rev. Mr. CHARLES WESLEY. 
Rey, and dear Sir, Madeley, Dec. 19, 1782. 
FF Thank you for your hint about exemplifying the love of Chrift 
and bis Church, JI hope wedo. I was afraid, at firft, to fay 
much of the matter; for new married people do not at firft know 
each other: but having now lived fourteen months in my new 
flate, I can tell you, Providence has referved a prize for me, and 
that my wife is far better to me, than the Church to Chrift; fo 
that if the parallel fails, it will be on my fide. . 
Be fo good as to perufe the enclofed fheets. Mr, De Luc, to 
whom they are addreffed, is Reader to the Queen, and the Author 
of fome volumes of Letters to her: he is a true philofopher. I 
flatter myfelf, he will prefent my letter to the Queen. Do you 
find any thing ¢mproper in the addition 1 have made to my. Poem? 
I wilh I were near you for your criticif{ms: you would dire& me, 
both as a Poet and a Frenchman... pr 
I have yet ftrength enough to do my parifh duty without the 
help of a Curate. O that ‘the Lord would help me to do it ace 
ceptably and profitably! The Colliers begun to rife in this neigh- 
bourlood : happily the cockatrice’s egg was crulhed, Stage Mik 
ferpent came out. However, I got many a hearty curfe from the 
Colliers, for the plain words I {poke an that occafion. I want'to 
fee they of power both within and without; but in the: nean time 
I would follow clofely my light. in the’ ndrrow path. My wife 
joins me in refpeéttul love to Mrs, Wefley and yourfelf, and 
j requefting 
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requefting -an intereft in your prayers for us, I remain, my dear 
Sir, your affe€tionate, obliged brother, fervant, and fon ‘n the 
golpel, : J. F. 
To Mrs. THORNTON, 
My dear Friend, Madeley, March 3, 1783. 


ee I received your melancholy, joyful letter, as I 
came from the facrament, where the grace of God had armed 
me to meet the awful news. And is my meiciful Hoft gone to 
reap the fruit of his mercy to me? I thought I fhould have been 
a to go firft and welcome him into everlafting habitations 5 
ut Providen: - has ordered it otherwife, and lam left behind to 
fay, with you and dear Mrs. Greenwood, “ The Lord gave, and 
has taken away, and bleffed be his holy name!” 

The glory with which his fetting fen was gilded, is the greateft 
comfort by which heaven could alleviate his lofs. Let me die as 
he did, and let my laft end be like iis! I was fo fenfibly affeéted 
by your account, that I could not help reading part of your letter 
atc urch in the afternoon, and defiring all the congregation to 
join me in thankfgiving for the late mercies he had vouchfafed 
to my generous benefactor. On fuch occafions, Jet fighs be loft 
in praife; and repining in humble fubmiffion and thankful ac- 
quiefcence. I hope dear Mrs. Greenwood mixes a tear of joy 
with a tear of forrow. Who would not be landed on the other - 
fide the ftream of time, if he were fure of fuch a paflage ? Who 
would with his beft friend back on the fhores of forrow fo trium- 
phantly left by Mr. Greenwood? . 

hope Mr. Thomas Greenwood, and his brother Jofiah, have 
been rooted and grounded in their good purpofes by their dying 
father’s exhortations and charges. Pray give my kindeft love to 
them both, and tell them, I join my entreaties to his, that they 
-would take to and keep in the way, that brought their parent peace 
‘and joy at the laft. 

--'So Mr. and Mrs. Perronet are no more; and Lazarus is fill 
alive! What fcenes does this world afford? But the moft amazing 
is certainly that of Emmanuel crucified, and offering us pardons 
and crowns of glory. May we ever gaze at that wonderful ob- 
~je&, until it has formed us into love, peace, and joy! We thank 
gor for the fweet name you fill call us by, and we pees take 
‘th r 


e hint and fubfcribe ourfelves, your affe€tionate, grateful friends, 
and ready fervants in Chrift, _ Jj. and M. F. 
: PILLAI LL III LI LILI 


Two LETTERS on MARRIAGE, 
The Unlawfulnefs of Believers Marrying with Unbelievers. 
My dear Friend, 


THE queftions you defire me to refolve, are undoubtedly ree 
A f{peéting one af the moft important affairs of human life and 


. therefore ni ec folid confideration, and an ingenuous anfwer 
Mico .eLes if. “Ke 
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1ft. “Is it lawful for a believer to marry with an unbeliever ? 
od. “ Is it expedient for a believer to marry with one of a dif- 
ferent opinion in religion, and who worfhips God in a different 
place and mode, though a Child of God?” 
. With regard to the firfl: let it be carefully obferved, that no- 
thing can be lawful which God has direétly or indireétly forbiddens 
now I cannot conceive but he hath forbidden this: .“* Be not Um 
“equally yoked together with unbelievers ;” therefore it is unlawe 
ful. The firft propofition will be granted. If it is faid with ref- 
eét to the fecond, that the apoftle only forbids chriftians to marry 
with heathens, and his words affe& not the prefent cafe. It may 
be anfwered, they do affeét the prefent cafe notwithftanding : for 
_ there can be'no real and fpecific difference between an unconverted 
perfon, though baptized in the name of Chrift, and an heathen. 
The difference can.be only in the name and external things, which , 
change not their nature and difpofition, nor their real charatter - 
with God, who judgeth not according to appearance, but accords 
ing tothe heart. Is an heathen an enemy to God by wicked works ? 
So is an unconyerted chriftian. Is an heathen an idolater? So 
is an unbelieving chriftian. He is either covetous,.or a lover of 
pleafure, both which are idolatry. The heathen, and the merely 
nominal chriftian, a€t both from the fame principles, and with 
the fame intentions. Whereas there is a real and fpecifie dif- 
ference between a child of God and a child of fatan ; the former 
is a partaker of the divine nature, 2 Peteri. 4. Has the Holy 
Spirit abiding within him. John xiv. 17. a Cor. ii. 12, and 
Rom. viii. 16. His body is a temple of the Holy Ghoft, and 
God dwelleth and walketh in him, 2 Cor, vi. 16. But an un. 
converted perfon, with all the refinements of birth, education, and 
the form of godlinefs, is at enmity with God, being only born 
after the flefh ; for the carnal mind is enmity againft God, Rom. 
vil. 7.. The devil worketh and reigneth in his heart, Luke xi. 24. 
Yea, he lieth in the wicked one, and is without God in the world, 
Eph. uu. 12. Now nothing can be more certain than that all are. 
- unlawfully married, whom God does not join together ; and ean 
we think that God will join a partaker of his nature, unto one 
' poffeffed of the devil ? Or that Chrift will unite one of the mem- 
~ ers of his myftical body, unto a limb of fatan? Can any thing 
he a unlikely, or more contrary to the nature and wifdom 7 
Go 
Befides, let us confider the evils which have followed fuch un~ 
equal “marriages, both in ancient and modern times, and we ma 
eafily read their unlawfulnefs in the punifhmenis entailed upon 
them. In the old world: the fons of God, i. e. the pofterity of 
righteous Seth, faw the d. 3 i phd 
B ), law the daughters of men; i. e. the defcendants 
of wicked Cain, that they were fair, not that they were pious, and — 
they took themfelves wives which they chofe, not thofe which God 
chofe for them: and what was the confequence > By and by, we 
read of an univerfal defeGion a and godlinefs, Gen, vi. 5, 
; ra * . ‘ ig . “ Then Ltd 
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“ Then God faw the wickednefs of man was great in the eaith, 
and all the imaginations of the thoughts of his heart were only 
evil,” and that continually. And what was the end and iffue of 
all? An univerfal corruption, brought on univerfal defolation : 
God determines to deftroy thofe who would not mortify the lufts 
of the flefh, but joined themfelves with the daughters of Belial. 

. * Therefore the Lord faid, I will deftroy from the earth the men 
which I have created,” 

Though Sampfon’s wife, who wasa daughter of the uncircume 
cifed, pleafed him hugely for a time, yet his affeQtions were foon 
alienated from her, and what was the end thereof I need not in- 
form you, Judg. xixS Mofes himfelf, {carcely efcaped being flain 
of the Lord, for hearkening unto his Zipporah, and deferring the 
ordinance of the circumcifion, Exod. iv. 24. And you find Solo. 

: mon, of a wife king, becomes an apifh dotard, and of a pious 
-worthipper, becomes a grofs idolator, and all by means of frange 
Wives, 1 Kings xi. 4, 5. . 

When the old ferpent is in the heart of a wife who lyeth in 
your bofom, he has 2 fair opportunity of winding himfelf inte 
yours alfo. Faithful Abraham had fuch a fenfe of this matter, 
that he could not die, and go to paradife conientedly, until he 
made his fteward take -an oath in the name of the God of the 

_ ‘whole earth, that he would not take a wife for his fon Haac, of 
the Canaanites where he dwelt, but from among his own kindred, 
Gen. xxiv. 3, 4. 

How very few inftances have we among ourfelves in the prefent 
day, of the believing hufband or wife, converting the contrary 
party? But how meny melancholy examples have we, of the 
unbelieving hufband or wife, reconverting the other party to the 
world and the devil? And no wonder, that the ferpent and Eve 
twifted together, fhould be a cord firong enough to draw any 
of Adam's pofterity to eat of the forbidden fruit, as it. did their 
father: Neither is it to be wondered at, that God fhould withhold 
his bleffings from matches of Satan’s making. 

I therefore conclude upon the whole, that it is far from being 
Jawful for a believer to marry with an unbeliever ; and therefore 
to be avoided by all who would efcape the difpleafure of God, and 

- would have his blefling upen them in that facred ftate, ' 

he other queftion fhail be confidered, but not having leifure 

at prefent, I muft exercife your patience till the next poft. I res 
‘main your affeétionate brother, J. OQ. 


LETTER MW. 


‘The inexpediency of a Believer marrying with one of another 
harp > Opinion. ? 
My dear Friend, i 
% | Suppofe by this time you have had the opportunity of perufing — 
A my laft; but I am at aa uncertainty what your fentiments are 
concerning it, yet*neverthélefs according to my promife I will a 
~ you my thoughts on your fecond enquiry. “Ts 
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“Ts it expedient for a believer to marry with one of another 
opinion ? &c.” = ‘ 

I think, my dear friend, not in any wife: It is granted that 1t 
is lawful; but it will be found to be highly inexpedient in thefe 
particulars. a 

ift. The greateft part of that fpiritual ftrength and comfort, 
which fhould, and may be given and received between a chriflian 
man and his wife, will be loft, and a foundation laid for per 
‘petual jars and difputes. 

Although theré may be difference of opinion in a nation withs 
out breach of ‘charity, yet there fcarcely can be difference of 
opinion between man and wife, without alfenation of affeftion. 
And the more fincere either, or both parties are, the more earneit 
they will be tovhave their own fentiments regarded. Though the 
work of God is for the fubftance of it, the fame in the minds of 
all men, yet it is not eafy to fay, what a difference, different 
opinions may make in many circumftances of it. They who are 
brought unto God by one fyftem of doftrine, have a vein of 
enjoyments, a turn of experience, and a method of {peaking pe- 
culiar to themfelves; which does not fo exa&ly agree with any 
other. And what an inconceivable lofs muf it be, if but fome 

art of that help, which they might give to each other, is want- 
ing. Nothing elfe can poffibly make up their lofs. If they are 
Joving, good natured, and generous people, they may poffibly 
live together without outrageous quarrels; yet alas, this is but a 
Hittle matter toward that good they fhould do to one another, in 
the great affair of their falvation ! , . 

‘If you was to form an idea of the happieft couple in the world, 

‘ou would conceive them to be of one heart, and of one way in 


all things, if poffible, but efpecially in matters of religion, A 


want of this, would give a notion of their want of happinefsin 
each other; and you could not avoid thinking, but that as far_as 


they were wanting in agreement in their opinion, they would be 


wanting in their felicity.» 

2d. Another thing which makes it inexpedient, is an hin e 
in their private devotion. Mutual prayer is moft prevalent. . * If 
two, {fays our Saviour) of you, fhall agree on earth, as touchin, 
any thing they fhall afk, it fhall be done for them ‘of. my Father 
which is in heaven,” Matt. xvii. 19. But how much of the 
energy, and profit of prayer will be loft, when perhaps one thinks 
it right only to pray with a book, and the other judges it quite 
preferable to pray as the fpirit fhall affift, and give him utterance. 


‘How uncomfortable is this difagreement: how many fweet and ex- _ 


cellent bleffings are loft, for want of mutual prayer. - It is a forry 


condition for a woman, in a married ftate, to receive little, or 


no Sage 2 ig Sy prayers in private: would not every. 

woman who makes religion her bufinefs and happinefs, think it 
the greateft lofs the could fustain? and the difadvantage 

equally great on the man’s party, ae: — 

. ray ad, Again; — 


= 
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© gd. Again; the fame inconveniences would alfo occur in family 
as in fecret prayer. - There would be continual hinderances to the 
performance of that duty, without which every family mutt live 
miferably, and be expofed to the difpleafure of God. “ Pour out 
thy fury upon the heathen, and upon the families, which call not 
_ upon thy name.” 

4th. Let italfo be obferved, how uncomfortable and unfeemingly 
it would be in public worthip, for thofe whom God hath made one 
flefh, and who live as fuch on the week-day, to part on the Sun. 
day : and as foon, it may be, as they go out at their awn door, 
to their public devotion, turn their backs and go different ways, 
as though they were utter ftrangers to each other. Who could 
bear the thoughts of this? If they love not one another they are 
moft wretchedly miferable; if they do, it renders this feparation 
more difficult {till ~-But, 

«5th What muft become of the education of the children? 
This hereby, ‘will be rendered almoft impra@ticable. If they are 
both of them confcientious in their profeffion, they will be loth 
that their children fhould not be educated in the fame way which 
they judge to be the beft in the world, and in which they place, 
and find their fupreme happinefs. How hard will it be for a 
tender mother’ to fee her children, brought up, before her eyes, 
in a way the difapproves ?. And will] it not be equally hard for the 
loving and obedient wife, to thwart her hufband’s counfels to his 
children, and caution them againft that, unto which he warmly 
advifes them? And yet one of thefe fhe muft do. She has but 
this alternative either to difoblige her hufband, or offend her cone 
{cience. It will be equally difficult to the hufband to fee his 
children trained up in the way he would not have them to go; 
and yet he will find it difficult to grieve a loving and tender 
wife. So that between the two, the children will remain un- 
educated, or taught’ in their tender age, to halt between two 
Opinions, .and in their advanced years have no religion at all. 
wi things are: of great weight with me, and I believe will be 


every one who thinks of them. They will, I hope, ever 
deter me from taking fo indire€t and dangerous a ftep. And I 
* pray God they may have the fame weight with my dear friend. 
heartily commend you to the providence and dire&tion of Al- 
ghty God, while I remain your affeétionate brother, LQ; . 


i 


 * An eafy and expeditious method of extinguifhing Fire in 
ore A ET bh Gat 5 4.8 a. 
°F MMEDIATELY ‘lay upon the fire.in the grate.or range, a 
7 aia fork-full of res Sipsfacdiaees from the flable or dunghill. 
If it be properly managed, the fteam afcending from the litter 
ill extinguith the flame in the Chimney, perhaps in lefs than a 
_ wiinute; Care muft be taken, that the litter be not fo ae 
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to put out the fire in the grate or hearth, becaufe then no fleans 
can afcend; and likewife, that the Hitter be not too dry, for in 
that cafe it would break out into a flame, and increale, inftead of 
leffening the evil. It is hkewife neceffary to continue to make 
the fteam to afcend, until the fire in the Chimney is entirely 
‘ inguifhed. : : 
oe This method has not only been found fuccefsful when ufed in 
‘the narrow Chimneys of towns, &c. but alfo in the wide, {pacious 
Chimneys that are frequently met with in the kitchens of country 
farmers. And it is likewife obvious, that any materials may be 
ufed on this alarming accident, to produce a fufficient body of 
fieam to fill the Chimney, provided that thofe materials have fuch 
a quantity of moifture as to. prevent them burfting out into a 
’ flame. . : _ 
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An Account of the melancholy Death of one Jofeph M ge, 
of the Parith of S 


fome years ago. 


| E lived eftranged from God, in a courfe of open rebellion 
H and a€iual tranfgreflion apne him; violating his law, 
trampling upon his authority, and adding iniquity unto iniquity ;_ 
walking in the ways of his evil heart, and in the fight of -his 
eyes ; not confidering ‘* that for all thefe things God would 
bring him into judgment.;”’ and that he was “‘treafuring up for 
himfelf wrath againft the day of wrath; ” Satan having blinded 
his eyes and hardened his heart. It may be neceffary to obferve 
here, that amongft other vices, he: was much addiéted to the brutal 
praétice of cock-fighting. ‘for 
When he was near thirty years of age, it pleafed God to affli& 


him with a violent fever, when» there .was little hope of his re- 
covery. He now began to be alarmed; his. confcience, which 
till that time feemed to have been afleep, was roufed; the fea 
of death was on every fide; yea the unutterable pangs of ell 
got hold gn him; and the keeneft fenfibility of. being ex 

to eternal punifhment conftrained him to cry out in the bitter 
anguifh ; not fo much for the pardon of his fins, as :to have his’ 
life {pared ; for the thought of dwelling with everlafting burnings 
Cae was all he dreaded) was what he could mot endure. ** 


faid he) ‘that God would {pare me a little longer ! —O that he ~ 


“© would fuffer me to live, that I may turt to-him, and become 
““anew man!” Many fuch things as thefe he uttered, when 


he thought death was approaching near him} and its terrors took _ 


hold of his mind; then he made the moft folemn vows and 
pee to forfake his wicked praéticés and cleave’ unto t 
ord with full purpofe of heart, upon condition that he Rae 
raife him up again; promifing to part with all his. fightings 
_ cocks, and never to be guilty of any of thole. fins that be 
formerly commitied. eS ae bree Bae 


st 


a 


y, near Wolverhampton, Staffordfhire, - 


” 
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It pleafed God to grant him a refpite, and reftore him ina great 
meafure to his former health ; when his vicious inclinations re- 
turned again, and his words proved like water fpilt upon the 
ground, or like the morning clouds, and early dew; for he feemed 
to have loft all fenfe of the horrors he had felt, and the en- 
Sagements he had entered into. The firft time he went abroad 
after his recovery was to a place in the neighbourhood where he 
had a hatch of chickens, to appoint where they fhould be trained 
for the purpofe of fighting : but God met him in the way, and he 
was feized with a relapfe of his diforder: His guilty horrors 
returned with redoubled violence, fo that the laft flate of this 
miferable man was worfe than the frit: he had not the leaft 
glimmering of hope, but languifhing in the moft fearful tor- 
menis, as though’ the flames of hell were already kindled upon 
him: He conftantly cried out, “ Hell fire for ever | hell fire for 
“ever!” until he expired in the tharpeft agonies. Thus he died 
with no other profpeét, than that of a certain fearful looking 
for of wrath and fiery indignation, to be thowered upon him 
throughout the ages of eternity. 


Wicts’s Spiritual Regifter, Vol. iii- 1795. 
PPP DIDI PLP PPD PP 
A ParaPurase on PSALM LXVIII. 
By M. MARTINDALE. 


EHOVAH rofe, and at his frown, ; 
| Prince, altar, idol, fane, fell down! 
The rebel legions fled : 

Red lightening flafhing from his eyes, 
His thunder fhook the diftant fkies, 
Filling the world with dread. 


As whirlwinds from fubje@tion broke, 
Difperfe the light and vagrant fmoke, 
Or, mountains overturn ; 
As wax before the glowing fire, 
* His toes endure his vengetul ire, 
Before his prefence burn: 
IsRAEL, in holy triumph fing, 
' To thy great Author, God, and King, 
His noble deeds proclaim : 
His path with breathing flowerets ftrow, 
His praife in all thy aétions fhow, 
JEHOVAH is his Name. 
The injur’d widow’s {peaking tears, 
And orphans cry, his pity hears, 
Their-rights he will defend. 
= ~ Sion, he makes his facred choice, 
e We there, his awful, pleafing voice, . 
ra With humble faith attend, . 
Vou. XIX. May, 1796," s¢ : He 
: | Ses 2 > 


258 


Vain are the plots his foes devife, 
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“He will affemble round his throne, 


(Where all his mighty a&s are known) 
Thole, who his Laws embrace ; 

He fees his fuppliant children’s pains, 

With pity mov’d, he breaks their chains, 
And crowns them with his grace. 


When God his car tremendous took, 

Old Sinaz’s deep foundation fhook 
Beneath his fwift career; 

His beamy robes around him flow’d, 


Dread thunders {poke the potent God, 


The trembling earth gave ear. 


In defarts drear our tribes were {pread, 
From humid clouds he fent us bread, 

Of life, the great fupport ; 
Through ftorms and death fecure we paft, 
His arms around, our legions caft, 

Our grand, our fole refort. 


As with a fhepherd’s watchful eye, 
The numerous wants thou wilt fupply, 
Of all who feek thy face; 
Creation with its countlefs train, 
Thy eer and providence f{uftain, 
ith benefits and grace, 
On the fierce tempeit’s roaring breath, 
Or, on the foaming waves beneath, 
To earth’s remoteft bound, , 
Thy fervants fly; thy thunder rolls, 
The viétors fhake the fteady poles, _ 
And all the nations round. 


Wide earth their mandaté fhall attend, 
To their terrific arms low bend, 

Bearing the captive chain ; 
Kingdoms and {cepires, at command, * 
Shall pafs into their conquering hand, 

Submiffive own their reign, 


A fingle glance their rage deftroys, 
They perith at his blaft ; 
Great King of ocean, earth, and air, 
Who czn thy glorious deeds declare, 
Or found thy wonders vat. 
Darknefs and death he puts to flighf 
Relumes the world ithe. facred light, a 
From his eternal throne: - 
The mountain’s braw, and vales below, 
Clad in bright robes af virgin fnow, 
Make his great goodnefsknown, = 
i . , 
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O ye bleft hills! and charming dales, 
Ye verdant plains and flowery vales, 
Sacred to powers above; - 

Of gods, and faints, the fair abode, 

On our great anceftors beftow'd, 
The pledge of heavenly love. 


Ye hills remote, and thady groves, 

Where fuperftition thoughtlefs roves, 
Of demons the retreat; | 

Your idol fanes the land difgrace, 

*Mongit you, Jenovan finds no place, 
To fix his royal feat. 

O Sion, crown’d with holy joy; 

Let fongs ecftatic fwell the iky, 
Thy God fupremely reigns : 

His car majeftic takes its way, 

Through angel ranks in bright array, 
O’er heaven's eternal plains. 

His great, his rightful praife they for 

Imprefs'd with holy pac and RE ae 
Nor greater was that awe 

When on the burning mouritain’s height, 

In earthquakes, thunder, florms, and night, 
He gave his righteous Law. 


We worthip at his high command, 
And o’er our ever fruitful land, 
The great JEHOVAH reigns ¢ 
While captive chiefs our will attend, 
And haughty kings fubmiffive bend, 
Loaden with heavy chains. 


‘The Gop who {ways the ftarry tky, 
In mercy deigns to hear our cry, 
Crowning with truth and grace : 
Our numerous fins he puts to flight, 
Supports with his celeftial might, 
And fills our hearts with peace. 


His burning vengeance flowly moves, 


The human race he greatly loves, 
Though found in erro ’s path ! 
But, foon, or late, the ftorm will fall, 


On each bold rebel, great and {mall, 
Who dares provoke his wrath ! 


To Bafhan, dread JenovauH {faid, 
OF vile offenders why afraid, 
_ On my ftrong arm repofe; 
Sinners with haughty tyrants fell, 
Shall inftant view the gates of hell, — 

erlafting woes, . ; gt Ge 
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‘Through the wide earth and rolling fea, | 

Sinners fhall own thy potent {way, © 
Low bending at thy feet ; 

Struck with the terror of thy face, 


Shall fuppliant fue for pardoning grace, 


At mercy’s facred gate. 


Our heroes glow with holy fire, 

And joyful touch the founding lyre, 
To him who crowns with joy; 

Our blooming virgins ever gay, 

With charming numbers {well ihe lay, 
To him who rules on high. 


Ye different tribes the Lord adore, 

Who fills with wealth our facred fhore, 
Jacob’s fecure abode ; 

Let Benjamin triumphant fing, 

And Juda crown’d your rigbtful king, 
Own your protecting God. 

Hail nature’s univerfal Lord, . 

Be mindful of thy changelefs word,. 
Sworn to our righteous head ; 

That vaffal kings fhould till our land, 

Obedient to our high command, 
In captive fetrers led, 


While monfters of the briny floods, 
Ferocious beafts that range the woods, 
Feel our fubduing hand ; 
Defarts muft bloom with golden grain, 
And fleecy herds graze the green plain, 
While plenty crowns the land. 
Tyrants, a lawlefs perjur’d race, 
Athirft for blood, and foes to peace,, 
Confound in hell’s dire jaws! 
While ancient Egypt's royal line, 
With rich Aradra’s princes join, 
. To own thy fovereign Laws. 


~ ‘Where bright Aurora kindles day, . 


Let different nations fwellsihe lay, 

_ And make a joyful noife ; . 
His hghtenings ftrike your utmoft fhores, 
For you his dreadful thunder roars, 

’Tis Gon’s, a" voice! 


Ye heavens fheen with glory crown’d, 


Where mighty worlds revolve their Snomide 


Through boundlefs fields of light ; 
Your Mae divine, . 
In all your varied motions fhine, 

With rays fupremely bright, 
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REASONS ror METHODISM. 
[ Continued from page 218. | 


On tHE ATONEMENT. ; 
MAS having broken God’s law, and in confequence incurred 


the divine difpleafure, muft have been for ever at enmity 
with God, and the child of wrath, had not conciliatory means been 
adopted, and a facrifice made to avert the judgments of an offend. 
ed Deity. No lefs a facrifice than that made by the Son of God 
himfelf, could be effeétual to this purpofe. Nothing lefs than the 
manif=ftation of Chrift in the flefh, and his dying the moft igno« 
minious of deaths, could reconcile God to man, Chrift who was 
the Lord OVER ALL, and coseternal with the Father, left the 


_tmanfions of glory, came down upon earth, affumed the image of 
man, bore our infirmities, and though without fin, offered himfelf 
up as a fatisfaftion for the fins of the whole world. Hedied that 


we might live; by his blood he has atofed for our fins, and thro’ 
his righteoufnefs we may become heirs of falvation, . . 


Now the juftice of God requires the punifbment of evil doers: — 


for though by repentance we might forfake fin and lead upright 
lives in future, ftill this is no compenfation for the-crimes already 
committed. Thefe at leaft would rife up in judgment again {t us, 
Befides, God’s law is fo holy and perfeét, that, * he that offends 
but in one point is guilty of all: And in another place we read, 
that * Curfed is every one who continueth not in all things which 
are written in the book of the Law, to do them.” So that even 
could our reformation atone for the evil of our paft life, we fhould 
ftill from the depravity of our nature, fail of attaining that per- 
feGtion which God’s law requires, to render us juftified in his fight. 

Jefus Chrift, in giving himfelf up as an atonement for the, 
tranfgreffions of the world, performed the whole law; ‘ He came 
not, we are told, to deftroy the law or the Propheis, but to fulfil 


» them,” Mat. v. 17, 18. He was made under the law, to redeem. 


‘ 
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fin offering for us, that. we might be made t 
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thofe that were under the law, and he hath, as became him, ful- 


filled all Righteoufnefs, He is called in Scripture, the Lams oF 
¥YOD, which taketh away the fins of the world; a Lamb without 
blemifh and without {poi,, “ He wigneseassino fin; was made a 
he righteous people of 
d through him.” But.not only this, but" Chrift. died tor our 
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fins; he rofe again for our juftification ; and is now interceding 
for us at the right. hand of God the father.” ‘* We are bought, 
fays St. Paul, with a price, 1 Cor. vi. 20. “ Chrift our paffover 
is facrificed for us,” 1 Cor. v. 7. ‘ He gave himfelf a ranfom 
for ALL; 1 Tim. ii. 6.  “ He became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the crofs,” Phil. ii. §. ‘ Hereby we perceive 
the Love of God, becaufe he laid down his life for us,” 1 John 

iil. 16. 
«© When we were yet without flrength, in due time, Chnift died 
for the ungodly. While we were yet finners, he died for us, that 
he might deliver us from this prefent evil World.” “ Chrift hath 
fuffered for fins, the juft for the unjuft, that he might bring us to 
God. Surely, he hath born our griefs, and carried away our for- 
rows. He was.wounded for our tranfgreffions, he was bruifed 
for our iniquities, that by his ftripes we might be healed. Who, 
his own felf, bare our fins in his own body, on the tree, that we 
being dead to fin, fhould live unto righteoalnefs.” __ ** The Lord 
hath laid on him the iniquity. of us ALL.” * Chrift hath re- 
deemed us from the curfe of the law, being made a curfe for us, 
that he might reconcile us unto God, by the crofs.” * He 

hath walhed us from our fins, in his own blood. He gave him- 

felf for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify 

to himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works. He is the 

propitiation for the fins of the WHOLE world. He died for all, 

that they, which live, fhould not henceforth live unto themfelves, 
, but unto him that died for them. He hath redeemed us unto God, 

by his blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation.” ; 

-This Jesus, being the Captain of our Salvation, and having 
tafled Death for every mian, was made perfeét, through fufferings: 
* that, through Death, he might deftroy him that had the power 
of Death, that: is, the Devil; and deliver them, who, through 
fear of Death, were all their life-time fubje& to bondage.” * H 
laid down his hfe, of himfelf, and no man took it from hi J 


And, hereby perceive we the love of God, becaufe he laid down’ 
his Life for us.” 


Curist rofe for our JusTIFICATION. 


_ “ The fame Chrift, who died for our fins, was buried, and rofe 
again the third Day, according to the Scriptures; being put to 
death in the flefh, but quickened in the Spirit.” “ God raifed 
him up, and fhewed him openly unto Witneffes chofen before of 
God; who faid none other things, than thofe which the prophets, 
and Mofes did fay, fhould come, that Chrift fhould fuffer, and 
that he fhould be the firft that fhould rife from the dead.” * As 
he had power to lay down his own life; fo he had power to take. - 
it again. —“ Chriff, being raifed from the dead, dieth no more; 
Death hath no more.dominion over him,” If Chrift be not, 
rifen, then is there no refurreétion of the Dead; then is the 
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7 
preaching of the Apoftles vain, and our Faith is vain; we are yet 


in our Sins: But now is Chrift rifen from the dead, that we alfo 
fhould walk in newnefs of life.” ** For that he died, he died 
unto Sin once; but, in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. Like. 
wife, let us reckon ourfelves alfo to be dead unto fin, but alive 
unto God, through Jefus Chrift out Lord.” 


CuristT liveth to make INTERCESSION. for us. 


“* He, being received up into glory, and fet at the Right Hand 
of God, in heavenly places, maketh interceffion for us.” “ He | 
bare the fin of many, and maketh interceffion for the tranfgref. ~ 
fors.” “If any man fin, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jefus Chrift the Righteous; who, being made an High Prieft for 
ever, and having an unchangeable Priefthood, is able to fave them 
to the uttermoft, that come unto God by him, feeing he ever 
liveth to make interceilion for them.” “ Their Redeemer is ftrong; 
he hall thoroughly plead their caufe.” 

We hereby underftand how Chrift may be faid to atone for 
the fins of the world. 

1. He performed the whole Jaw. edly. He died for our offences. 
3. He rofe again for our juflification. 4. He now liveth to make 
interceflion for us at the right hand of God; fo that although in 
Adam all have died, in Chrift fhall all be made alive. ; 

But then fomething is requifite on our parts. to render Chrifl’s 
atonement effe€tual to our falvation. Hey 

This leads me, in the third place, to the doétrine of juftification 
by faith. Under this head, let us confider firft, what kind of faith 
that is by which we are juftified : Secondly, how it is to be ob- 
tained ; Thirdly, what is the nature of that juftification which is 
wrought for us by faith. met 

1. It is not a verbal, or outward profeffion of belief, which can 
juftify us in the fight of God. Neither is it fufficient that we be- 
lieve that God is infinitely good, juft, wife, and powerful. ‘The 
Devils believe this and tremble. When we {peak of thefe attri- 
butes of the Deity, we maft refer them to fome obje&t. When 
we adore him for his juftice, we muft bear in our minds, at the 
fame time, that we had juftly merited his avenging rod, by our 
wilful difobedience of his laws: And when we praife him, for 
his goodnefs, we fhould recolle&, and gratefully acknowledge, his 
unfpeakable love in fending his Son to fuffer in our ftead, and ac- 
cepting his mediation as an atonement for the fins of the world, 

Again, it is not enough that we believe this in our hearts; we 
muft prove the reality of our faith by our conduét. The tree, we 
are.told, is known by its Fruits, Mat. vii. 20. ‘“ Fatih without 
works is dead,” ‘James ii. 17. It is to no purpofe, that we name 
the Name of Chrift, except we depart from all iniquity, 2. Tim, 
ee ae ; . : fe 
\'e What doth it profit, fays St. James, though a man fay’he 

hath faith, and ~have not works? Was not Abraham.our father 
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juftified by works, when he had offered Ifaac his fon, upon the 
altar, Seeft thon how faith wrought with his works, and by works 
was faith made perfe&t ? For as the body without the fpirit 1s dead, 
fo faith without works is dead alfo, Jam. ii. 14, 21, 26. “ By 
this. fhall all men know that ye are my difciples, if ye have love 
one for another: If ye love me, fays our Saviour, keep my come 
mandments,’ John xiv. 15. es 
In ftri€tnefs, neither our Faith nor our Works juftify us. 
But God himfelf juflifies us, of his own mercy, through the me- 
rits of his Son only. Neverthelefs, becaufe by faith we embrace 
the promife of God’s mercy, and of the remiffion of our fins, 
therefore the Scripture fays, That faith does juftify; yea, faith 
without works. And becaufe we receive Faith, through the me- 
rits of Chrift, and not through the merit of any virtue we ‘have, 
or work we do; therefore in that refpeét we renounce, as it were, 
again, Faith, Works, and all other virtues. For our corruption 
through original Sin is fo great, that all our faith, charivy, words, 
and works, cannot merit or deferve any part of our juftification 
for us. And therefore we thus fpeak, humbling ourfelves before 
God, and giving Chrift all the glory of our juttification.” * 
Secondly. How is this faith to be obtained?. We muft remem- 
ber that faith is the gift of God, Eph. ii. 8. It is not requifiie 
that we fhould be fcholars, poffeffed of great abilities natural or 
acquired, or previoufly acquainted with al! the external evidences 
of Chriitianity, to enable us to receive it. By no means. The 
moft likely method, is by prayer, and fupplication ; by divefting 
ourfelves of worldly wifdom, and having in our minds a firm per- 
fuafion that-we thall obtain our requefts. God will be intreated ; 
and the encouragements for {inners to come to him are numerous, 
and inviting. ‘ Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
Jaden, and I will give you ref,” Mat. xi. 28. ‘* For every one 
that afketh receiveth; and he that feeketh findeth; and to him. 
that knocketh it (hall be opened. If a fon fhall afk bread of any 
of you that isa father, will he give him a ftone? or if he afk a 
fih, will-he for a fifh give him a ferpent? If ye then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children; how much more 
fhall your Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that afk- 
him? Luke xi. to, 11. « Verily, verily, I fay unto you, what- 
foever ye fhall afk the Father in my name, he will give it you, : 
Hitherto have ye afked nothing in mty name: afk, and ye fhall 
¥eceive that your joy may be full;” John xvi. 23, 24. 
_ We mutt diveft ourfelves of worldly wifdom. “This has a ten. 
. dency to raife us in our own eftimation, to make us vain of our 
own abilities, and confident in our own firength, As fuch it is a 
great hindrance to our juftification by faith. * Profefling ourfelves 
to be wife, we become fools,” Rom, i. 29. “ For it is written, 
1 will deftroy the wifdom of the wife, and I will bring to nothing » 


* Sce Mrs Welley’s Sermon on Salvation by faith, 6 5 
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the underftanding of the prudent, 1. Cor. i. 19. The world, we 
are informed, by wifdom knew not God, ver. 21. “ But God 
hath chofen the foolith things of the world, to confound the wifes 
and the weak things of this world, to confound the things that are 
mighty,” ver. 27. 

We are commanded to become as little children, Mat. xviii. 43 
** Whofoever fhall.act receive the Kingdom of God, as a little 
child, he fhall not enter therein,” Mark x. 15. 

And Chrift himfelf thanked his Father that he had hidden thefe 
things from the wife and pradent, and revealed them unto babes, 

at. Xi, 25, 1 

We mutt likewife have in our minds a frm perfuafion that God 
is able and willing to grant us our requeft. If we attend to the 
circumitances, which gave occafion to moft of our Saviour’s mi- 
racles, we fhall find, that the greateft inducement with him to exert 
this {upernatural agency, was, when he perceived that the perfon 
brought before him, had full confidence that he fhould receive 
what he wanted. Hence the expreflions, Thy faith hath faved 
thee. Faith hath made thee whole. O woman, great is thy faith. 
According to your faith be it unto you.” Hence we are affured 
alfo, that “all things wharfoever we afk in prayer, believing, we 
fhall receive,” Matt. xxi. 22, Wherever our Lord font this 
faith wanting, he declared he could do litile for them, 

Thirdly. What is the nature of that juflification, which is 
wrought for us by faith ? In the firft place then we are juf. 
tified from the guilt of our paft fins.  « Through his Name who- 
foever believeth in him, thall receive reraiffion of fins,” Aéts x, 
43- “ jefus feeing their faich faid unto the fick of the paliy, Son, 
be of good chear ; ihy fins be forgiven thee,” Matt. ix. 9. * And 
when he faw their faith, he faid unto him, Man, thy fins are fors 
given thee,” Luke v.20. ‘ There is therefore now no condeme 
nation to them which are in Chrift Jefus,” Rom. Vill. 4, 

Secondly, We are faved from the power of fin: that is, fin 
has loft its dominion over us; we are no longer fleves toit. We 
no longer regard God as a fevere matter, but as an indulgent 
Father. . ** We have‘not received again the {pirit of bondage, but 
the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we cry Abba, Father ; the Spirit 
itfelf bearing witnefs with our fpirit, that we are the children of 

od.” 

o Thirdly, “ Being juftified by faith, we have peace with God, 
through our Lord Jefus Chrift : By whom we have accefs by faith 
into this grace wherein we ftand, and rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God,” Rom. v. 1,2. And again, verfes 10,11, “ For j 

when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death 
of bis Son, much more being reconciled, we fhall be faved by 
his life.” .“* And not only fo, but we alfo joy in God, through 
our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, by whom we have now re. 


ceived the atonement,” Rom. v. 11. He therefore that is juf. 

‘ified by Ein pofleffes the moft folid peace and fatisfaftion $e i 
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he is capable of enjoying in this life; his heart is filled with gra- 
titnde to the Supreme Being, he fees the hand of God ftretched 
out before him, wherever he goes: It is his meat and. drink, his 
conftant ftudy and fincereft delight, to do the Will of his Father 
who is in heaven; while he lives, he lives to his glory, and when 
he dies, he dies triumphant. : 

I proceed, laftly, to confider the do@rine of the New Birth, or 
the work of regeneration in the foul of man. If we admit that 
man in his natural ftate. is dead in fin, and refleét for a moment 
that ‘ without holinefs, as the Scripture affures us, no one can 
fee the Lord,” we muft at once be convinced of the neceflity of 
fome very important, change being effected in our lives and con- 
du&, betore we can be acceptable in the fight of God. Now the 
word of God-iells us, that we are not only finners by praétice 
and habit, but that we are born in fin, ‘ that we are eflranged 
from the womb.” ‘ That we go afiray as foon as we are born six” 
with many other paffages of a fimilar import, Pfalm lviu. 3, 9. 
-Our Saviour declares, “‘ Except a man be born again he cannot 
fee the kingdom of God.’ Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, to 
whom our Lord was at that time addrefling himfelf, faith unto 
him, ‘ How can aman be born when he is old? Can he enter 
the fecond time into his mother’s womb, and be born? - Jefus an- 
fwered, Verily, verily, I fay unto thee, except a man be born of 
water and of the fpirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God,” 
Jobn ii. 9. 5. 

Two things principally offer themfelves to our confideration on 
the prefent fubje&t. Firft, the nature of the New Birth, or in 
what the work of regeneration confifts. Secondly, By what means 
this work is accomphibed in us. ' 

“‘ If any man be in Chrift, he is a new creature; old things are 
paffed away ; behold, all things are become new,” 2 Cor. v. 176 
Mr. Wefley has expreffed himfelf upon this point fo clearly, that 
I cannot forbear quoting his own words. ‘“ Beforea child 1s born 
into the world, he has eyes but fees not: he has ears, but does 
not hear. He has avery imperfeét ufe of any other fenfe. He 
has no knowledge of any of the things of the world, or any na- 
tural underftanding. To that manner of existence which he then ° 
has, we do not even give the name of life. It is then only when 
a man is born, that we fay, He begins to live, For as foon as he 
is born, he begins to fee the light, and the various objeéts with 
which he is encompaffed. His ears are then opened, and he hears 
the founds which fucceflively ftrike upon them. At the fame iime 
all the other organs of fenfe begin to be exercifed upon their pro- 
per objetts. He likewife breathes and lives in a manner wholl 
different from what he did before. How exaétly doth the parallel 
_ hold, in all thefe inftances? While a man is in a mere natural 

flate, before he is born of God, he has, in a {piritual fenfe, eyes, 

and fees not; a thick impenetrable veil lies upon them. He has 

ears; but hears not; he is utterly deaf to what he is moft of all. 
wes ‘ _ concerned 
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concerned to hear. His other fpiritual fenfes are all locked up 3 
he is in the fame condition as if he had them not. Hence he has 
no knowledge of God, no intercourfe with him; he is not at all 
acquainted with him. He has no true Knowledge of the things of 
God, either of fpiritual or eternal things. Therefore though he 
be a living man, he is a dead chriftian.” 

But as foon as he is born of God, as foon as he is regenerate, 
or, in the language of St. Paul, “ becomes a new creature, old 
things are paffed away ;” many of thofe objects, the pofleffion of 
which conftituted formerly his higheft felicity, are now regarded 
with indifference ; feveral of them with deteftation and abhor- 
rence. The pleafures of fenfe, the applaufe of thé world, the 
accumulation of wealth, the love of power, have-no longer do- 
minion over him. He loves God above all things, and his neigh- 
bour as himfelf. Freely he has received, and freely he gives. He 
efleems no man his enemy ; and thofe whom he forme: ly regarded 
as fuch, he can cordially receive into his bofom. His very beft 
aétions upon which he before fo much prided himfelf, and by 
which he vainly expeéted to merit heaven, he now perceives, not. 
only to be unprofitable, but to have in them the nature of fin. 
Rom. xiii. 29. In fhort, creation itfelf wears a new afpeét. 
Every thing around him appears to bear the ftamp of the divine 
image. He views himfelf in the light of a prifoner at large; of 
one who had been immured all his life within the dark and dreary 
walls of a dungeon, and is now permitted to fee the light of the 
fun: “the eyes of his underftanding are opened: ” the light of 
God’s countenance fhines upon him; and he feels the love.ot God: 
fhed abroad in his heart.” The moft trifling omiffion, the mot’ 
venial error, now fills him with remorfe: and if he negle& any’ 
opportunity of prayer and praife ; if ‘he lofe fight of his Creator, 
or live as it were,without God in the world, but for one moment, 
his conf{cience accufes him, and he can take no reft, and admit of 
no comfort, till by repentahce he have received frefh affurances 
of forgivenefs, and made his peace with God. He now finds: 
“that wifdom’s ways, are ways of pleafantnefs, and all her paths’ 
are peace,” Prov, iil. 17. , : 

€ goes on progreflively from one degree of holinefs to ano~" 
ther, he grows in grace, and in the knowledge and love of Chrift, 
he fights the good fight of faith and finifhes his courfe with joy 
and gladnefs. This is the nature of the New Birth, “and fo is 
every one that is born of the fpirit.” | 

Secondly. We are to confider by what means this work is ace 
_ complifhed in. us. It is evident from Reafon as well as Scrip- 
ture, that man by the aid of his own reafon and flrength alone, 
can never be able to effeét this change in himfelf. He cannot de- 
vote himfelf entirely to a life of piety and virtue, and perfevere 
in it, trufting merely/in his own ability. Surrounded, as he con- 
2 tinually is, with trials and. difficulties, he never can fuccefsfully 
- oppofe them all, and come. off conqueror by dint of seek 2 
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duity, or by the power of his own fingle exertions. For fo ~~ 
is the propenfity to evil, and fo numerous the temptations = co : 
mit it, that although by vigorous and determined efforts, he oa 
be fometimes kept from falling; yet, the practice of virtue can 
never become habitual, and he will always remain a ftranger to 
that peace of mind which true religion ts alone —— 6 
‘fpiring. The prophet Jeremiah fells us, ch. X. 23, ‘ Sak = 
way of man. is not in himfelf; it is not in man that walketh to - 
dire&t his fleps.”. And again, ch. xi. 23, “ Can the —— 
change his fkin, or the Leopard his fpots? Then van alfo es 
good, that -are accuftomed to do evil.” In Paul’s epiitle to the 
Galatians, we read, ‘“ The fleth lufteth againft the fpirit, and the 
fpirit againft the flefh: and thefe are contrary the one to the pe 
fo that ye canuot do the things ye would.” Our Lord himfe 
declares our natural inability to fervé God, when he tells us, that. 
‘© No man knoweth the Son, but the Father ; neither knoweth: 
any man the Father, fave the Son, and he to whomfoever the Son 
will reveal him,’? Matt. xi. 27. It appears then, that this great 
and important work of reyeneration in our fouls, can be effected 
by no lefs a power than God himfelf. ‘ By graceéare ye faved 
through Faith ; and thet not of yourfelves : itis the gift of God,”. 
Eph. ii. 8.‘ By the grace of God, fays St. Paul, I am, what 
Tam,” 1Cor. 10. And this Grace is the free gift of _God thro 
Chrift, John. vi. 65. “ As the branch cannot bear fruit of itfelf, 
except it abide in the Vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in 
me. Iam the Vine, ye are the branches : he that abideth in Tae\ 
and I in him, the fame bringeth forth much fruit : for without me 
ye can do nothing,” John xv. 4. 5. ‘* No man can come unto 
me, except the Father, who hath fent me, draw him; and I will 
raife him up at the lafl day,” John vi. 44. 
From thefe paffages in Holy Scripture, (and they are very few 
in comparifon of what might be brought in proof of what we’ 
have advanced;) it is to me undubitably clear, that in order to’ 
walk uprightly with our God, and do his will during our pilgri- 
mage here, we muft receive Divine Aid; we muft, in fhort re- ~ 
_ eive.a portion of the Divine Spirit ; we muft be no longer under 
the law, but under grace, Rom. vi. 14. And this grace is the 
free and undeferved gift of God through Chrift. Se 
To fuch as are already converted to God, I fhall be excufed if 
I offer one word of advice: It is applicable to all of us, and cati-’ 
not in my opinion, be too often impreffed upon our memories. It? 
may be fummed up briefly in the Apoftle’s own words, “ Let bim 
that thinketh he ftandeth, take heed left he fall,” 4 Cor Ss Re. 
Now we fhould remember the conditions, on which God has pro-' 
mifed never to leave nor forfake us; viz. that we never leave nor’ 
forfake him, A ftate of grace is only|to be preferved by the fame 
means which were inftrumental in procuring it for us at firft; and 
thefe are, frequent and fervent communion with God in rayer, 
Teligious ‘converfation, a ftri@ guard upon’ out conduét, and exe’ 
pies horting © 
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horting each other, as opportunity dccurs, refpecting the duties we 
owe to God, our neighbour, and ourfelves, are amongft other 
qualifications, requifite to make us hold faft the profeffion of our 
Faith without wavering, Heb. 10. 23. “ And let us not be weary 
in well-doing: for in due feafon we fhall reap, if we faint not,” 
Gal. vi. g. The prize is to thofe who endure to the end, ‘ No 
man having put bis hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit 
for the kingdom of God,” Luke ix. 62. “ The backflider in 
heart fhall be filled with his own ways: and a good man {hall be 
fatisfied from himfelf, Prov. xiv. 14. In 2 Pet. ii. 21. we read, 
“it had been better for them not to have known the way of righ- 
*teoufnefs, than after they have known it, to turn from the holy | 
commandment delivered unto them.” St. Paul paints the dreadful 
confequences of falling from a ftate of grace, ‘“ For if we fin 
wilfully, after that we heve received the knowledge of the truth, 
there réemaineth no more facrifice for fins, but a certain fearful 
looking for of judgment, and fiery indignation, which fhall de- 
vour the adverfaries. He that defpifed Mofes’ law, died with- 
out mercy, under two or three witneffes: Of how much forer 
punifhment, fuppofe ye, fhall he be thought worthy, who hath 
trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the 
blood of the covenant, wherewith he was fanétified, an unholy 
thing, and hath done defpite unto the Spirit of Grace,” Heb. x. 
26,—29,. May we be found in the number of thofe who 
have laboured, and have not fainted, Rev. ii. 3; who have held 
the beginning of our confidence fted{aft unto the end, Heb. ij. 
44+: and after having fought the good fight of faith, and finifhed 
our. courfe here, be received into everlafting habitations, and 
hear thefe comfortable words of our Saviour applied unto us, 
« Weil done, thou good and faithful fervant, enter thou inte 
the joy of thy Lord.” I am your fincere friend, 
Nov. 18, 1795- DisNEY ALEXANDER. 


[ To be continued. | 


PII - 


A DISCOURSE on SANCTIFICATION. 
f By Mr. PAWSON. 


- [ Concluded from page .225- 1 

Tit. the third place I propofed to confider, By what means 
a : Fra an defigtt ok our Lord fha!!] be accompliihed in 
us. We ate told in the text itfelf, “Through, or by means of 
But the word ‘Truth is not always ufed in the fame . 
fenfe in the New Teftarnent. Sometimes by the truth we are to 
‘underftand Chrift himfelf: So he fpeaks, “ I am the way, and 
‘the truth, and the life, no man cometh to the Father but by me. 


“If by the word Truth, in the text, our Lord means himfelf, then 
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it follows, that we are to be fanétified by Chriff, as he iS the. 
meritorious caufe of our being fanétified. He having, by his 
fafferings and death, procured that grace for us whereby we can 
be fanétified. Here then, we build all our hopes upon Chrift. 
We come unto God the Father in his Name. We plead the 
merit of his death, which hath procured for us the illuminating 
grace of God, whereby our underftanding is enlightened ; we 
are made wife unto falvation, and are brought acquainted with the 
things belonging to our prefent and everlafting peace: And we 
likewife experience the purifying grace of God, whereby our 
will is fubdued, and our affe&tions are regulated and placed upon 
proper ‘objeéts,-i. e. upon fpiritual and eternal things. 


But are we not fan@ified by the truth and power of Chrift. 


dwelling in our hearts, fetting up his kingdom there, and putting 
down all rule, authority, and power, and bringing us into a 
ftate of entire conformity to bis will? I anfwer, Moft. affuredly 
we are fanétified by Chrift, confidered as taking poffeffion of the 
foul; as itis written, ‘ I will dwell in them, and walk in them.” 
_ And the Apoftle prays for believers, that Chrift aight dwell in 

their hearts by faith; and that they might be fantified, by him, 

throughout, body, foul, and fpirit. 

But by the truth, we fometimes underfland the Word of God. 
So our Lord {peaks in this very chapter. ‘“ San&ify them thro’ 
the truth; thy word is truth,” -And we muft in this fenfe be 


fanétified by the truth; that is to fay, by the Word of God, as the . 


inftrumental caufe of our fanétification. The Word of God, 
confidered as being attended by the power of the divine Spirit, 
has a moft happy influence upon our fanétification, yea, of our 
entire fanétification, in a great variety of ways. When we firlt 
come to God, we do not generally think fo. much of being fane- 
tified, as of being juftified ;—-of being holy, as of having our 
fins pardoned. Yet when the Lord juftifies us freely, through 
the redemption that is in Chrift Jefus; He alfo fanétifies us by 
the power of his Holy Spirit, fo that we are then delivered from 
the reigning power of fin. If we ftand faft in this liberty, we 
fhall foon be convinced that the Lord calls us to come up higher, 
to be wholly fan&ified. The Word of God difcovers what is 
his will conterning us in this refpe&, ‘“ Without holinefs no man 
fhall: fee the Lord.” And again, * No unclean thing fhall enter 
within the gates of the new Jerufalem.”” Now, let either of thefe 
Scriptures be clearly underftood, and firmly believed by any one, 
who reads or who hears them, and the happy confequence will be 
thet he will fee the neceffity of being fan€ified. » ; 

2. By the Word of Gud we are ftirred up to feek that grace 
which fully fonétifies the foul. “ Give all diligence, that you 
may’ be found of God in peace, without ff 


Ir : ot, and blamelefs.’’ 
And again, * Let us go on to era Now let either of 


thefe or any fuch like exhortations, be attended by the power of | 


the divine § 


¢ Spirit, and our fouls are quickened in 
this falvation. ' E 
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3. In the Word of God an open door is fet before us, and we 
are moft kindly and gracioufly invited to come and receive all 
that grace which we ftand in need of in order to our entire fanc- 
tification, -** All things are now ready, come ye to the marriage,” 
* Look unto me, and be ye faved;” yea, faved to the uttermof. 
“Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it. Afk that ye may re. 
ceive that your joy may be full.” Here then we are emboldened 
to come to the Fountain of Mercy and Love, in order that this 
grace may be communicated unto us. 

4. We thal! be fanétified by the Word of God, as therein this 
grace is freely offered unto us. “ I will circumcife thine heart, 
that thou mayeift love the Lord thy God with all thy heart.’”’ 
Again, “I will fprinkle clean water upon you, and ye fhall be 
clean; from al] your filthinefs and from all your idols will I 
cleanfe you.” Now, let the light of God only fhine upon the 
mind, and we fee at once that thefe promifes hold forth unto us a 
full, and a prefent falvation. We fee that our gracious God is 
willing to accomplifh his Word, and to fanétify us wholly. But 
how fhall we be made witnefles of the truth of thefe promifes? The 
Word of God informs us, ‘* According’ to thy faith fo fhall it be 
done unto thee.” “ All things are poffible to him that believeth.” 
As it was faid of the ancient faints of God, that “ by faith they 
obtained promifes,” fo we alfo are called to obtain the promifes 
of entire fan&ification, by faith, in our bleffed Redeemer, By 
faith we {ce the promife, and through faith we lay hold upon and 

-embrace it, and are enabled to witnefs this. good .confeflion, 
** That the blood of Jefus Chrift cleanfes from all fin 3” and his 
Spirit purifies from all unrighteoufnefs. | Through faith we enter 
into the holieft of all, by that new and living way which our Re- 
deemer has confecrated tor us. ‘ 

._ Did the Lord Jefus fan&iify -himfelf, that we alfo might be 
wholly fanétified ? Surely he did. Then ought not his minifters 
enquire, in the very firft place, Whether his defign is fulfilled in 
them? Ought not we to be witnefles of the bleffed truths which we 
preach unto the people? And ought we not to be examples of 
folid piety and ferious godlinefs ?_ A carnal unconverted minifter 

is a moft defpicable charaéter. Such men are a plague and curfe 


to mankind; murderers of the fouls for whom Chrift died. -But' 


in reality, Chrift never had, nor never will have, any fuch to be 
his minifters. Such perfons may: intrude themfelves into his 
_ church, but he difowns them, and fo does his people alfo; ‘* For 
a ftranger will they not follow.” Have we then, my dear and 
highly efteemed brethren, entered in by the door into the fheep- 
fold? Have we been truly converted to God, and called by him 
to this bleffed work? 1 fay called by him; ‘“ For the Lord gave 
the word, and -great was the company of preachers.” Not the 
Lord Bithep,: Bae the Lord Jefus Chrift, who has referved to 
 himfelf the power of pee labourers into “his vineyard ; and 
: he always did, and always wil seats by whom he will fend. a. 
Den / is a : 3 2 ; as 
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if we have been called and fent of God, then do we retain the 
life ‘and power of religion? Do we take care to maintain the 
Chriftian, {pirit and temper? Do we confider of what amazing 
importance it is for us to burn and fhine in the light ena tn the 
‘love of God? To be always ferious and ‘watchful, lively and 
zealous, {piritual and heavenly,.meek and lowly, in all things 
following the example of our bleffed Matter? Do we confider 
how odious it muft be in the fight of God for any of us to be 


light and trifling, foolifh and vain, proud and paffionate, un- 


teachable and headftrong? In one word ; if we are not already, 
yet. are we all fecking to be wholly fanétified ? If fo, our own 
fouls will profper, and we fhall be made a blefling in our gene- 
ration. 

But it was the defign of our Lord in fanétifying himfelf, that 
the people, as well as the preachers, fhould be fanétified. Iss this 
blefled end anfwered in you? Or are.not fome of you as 1gno- 
rant of God, and as great ftrangers to the riches of: his grace, 
as you would have been if Chrift had never appeared in this 
world? QO how extremely dreadful is this! and yet it is the cafe 
witb thoufands: They are neither wifer nor better for Chritt, but 
are living without God in the world: .O confider whether this is 
not your cafe. Have you taken that firft flep in religion, are 
you come out from among the ungodly? You muft begin here. 
Say not, ‘ We are all Chriftians, and this being 2 Chniftian 


‘country, there is no need to feparate ourfelves from our neigh- 


bours.”” Are all: your neighbours then real Chriftians ?* Surely 
you live’in a happy place! But are there no curfing, fwear- 
ing Chnifflians among them? No drunken, fabbath-breaking 
Chriftians® No Devil-Chriftians among them ? You know very 


“well that there are.- ‘Therefore te muit come out from’ among 


them, if you intend to fave your fouls, 
If you, have taken this flep, then have you joined ‘han 
and heart with the people of God? The Chriftians of old con- 


tinued in holy -fellowfhip, as well as in the Apotlies doétrine. 


“With what religiousbody of people are you joined in fellow- 


fhip ? Do you again begin to make excufe, and fay, ‘* What 


“need of this? We hear the gofpel, and we like it very well, we 
“efteem the preachers, and wifh them great fuccefs in their labours, 
“‘we'wilh the people very well ;>‘we believe there are many worth 


perfons' among them, but we do not choofe to, be of their So- 
ciety; we think that is going too far." But do you not defire 


~fo'go to beaven with them? Why then will you not join with 
“them bere upon earth? Is it not becaufe you are afhamed of 


them? Then remember, if you are afhamed of the people: of 


.God, you are athamed of thetr Mafter, and he willbe alhamed of 
“you before his Father, and before his holy angels. do 
choofe to: join the Society ?' Is it then left 


els. You, do not 
x | jentrely to your own 
choice? 1 doubt that very’ much; 1 am inclined to think that 
God has chofen this for you.” Does not, your own reafon tell 
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you. fo? Has he not formed you for Society? And do not 
you plainly fee thar you want all the {piritual help you-can ob. 
tain, whether from God, or man: Befides, the caufe of God in 
every place has many enemies, and but few friends: All there- 
fore who believe it to be the caule of God, fhould be as the heart 
of one man; they thould all ft their fhoulder to the work, and 
endeavour to fupport and maintain it to the uttermoft of their 
power. Every one thould encourage his neighbour, and ftrengthen 
the hands of his brother, and fo provoke one another to love and 
good works. But in reality the people of God do not want 
you half fo much as you want them. You want tHeir prayers, 
their counfel and advice on a thoufand occafions. You went to 
be quickened, comforted, and encouraged by them, : 

» But-have you taken this ftep alfo? Are you now Joined heart 
and hand with the people of God? Then are you fanétified ? 
Have you tovid redempiion through the blood of Chrift, aud are 
you renewed in the fpirit of your mind by the power of his grace ? 
It not, O be in earneft: Seek the Lordgwith your whole heart, 
and you fhall furely find him, 

If you have obtained mercy and ce at his hand, then 
do you ftand faft in the go/pel liberty ? Have you ftill the peace 
of God in your confcience, and his love in your heart, and 
has no evil temper, defire, or affeGtion, any power over “you ; 
and are you looking to be wholly fanétified, to be faved. to the 
uttermoft? Then bleffed are ye of the Lord, you fhall abun- 
dantly profper. But if you are not looking for and longing after 
a full falvation, do you not find that your own fpirit and tempers | 
hove more power over you at this day, then they had years ago? 
I fear that this is the cafe with many. We talk of growing in 
gtace, but alas we are not fo fpiritual and heavenly, fo meek 
and lowly, -fo holy and happy, as we once were. Surely this 
,is not growing in grace ; but on the contrary, we are meajuring 
our fleps back to earth again, O let us at laft be convinced, 
that the will of God ts our entire fantification; and Jet us fol- 
low on to know the Lord, fo fhall we find that he will Gill us 
with all the fruits of righteoufnefls which are by Chnit Jefus, 
to the honour and praile of his Name. 


’ 
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“+ "The CONVERSION of a DEIST. 
: [ Continued from page 134. | 


-¥ Had not as yet converfed familiarly with any of the people of 

“H God. I knew not the ftate and the experiences of others, and / 
“others were ignorant of mine. The will of: God thus wifeJy or- —- 
dered for me. 1 could hardly have endured thofe whofe feelings. 
id not tallied with my own, nor would they have eafily endured 


\¢, or received me into their communion, 
Sa Reba eon 
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Some weeks after my converfion, I had a fair opportumty of 
advancement to a certain office in the univerfity; but with no he- 
fitation I rejefted the propofal made to me, declaring warmly, that 
I {aw fo much pleafare and honour attending the work of the mi- 
niftry, that I preferred it infinitely to all other employments, and 
that nothing fhould move me to renounce it. : 

Soon after this, a heavy and meft unexpefted calamity befel our 
family. I had a prefage of it, though there appeared no reafon 
to apprehend it. I humbly entreated the Lord that he would either 
avert the evil, or give me unfhaken fortitude and patience to bear 
it. I had promifed a friend of mine to vifit and preach for him, 
and had-begun a fermon on the neceffity of fanftification, though 
fuch a fermon as | fhould now, with juft caufe, in many refpetts 
difapprove. On the very day when J finifhed it, in my morning 
meditations and prayers to God, I found fingular delight and en- 
couragement, and was favoured with an extraordinary prelibation 
of the joys above. In the evening, when having put the laft hand 
to my fermon I was employed in reading it, the fatal meffenger 
arrived, who brought ‘me news of fuch dreadful calamity, as threat- 
ened all our houfe with poverty and difhonour. Now I perceived 
for what reafon it was that I had been this day indulged with fuch 
remarkable confolations. God wonderfully ffrengtheaed me, and 
T received the tidings with a mind calm and tranquil. 

On tbe day following I went home, where I.found the family 
immerfed in the deepeft mifery and forrow. Each fhed tears abun- 
dantly; 1 alone was able to reftrain them. A few weeks before, it 
would have coft me all my fortitude to have fapported fuch an 
affli€tion, and all mine would have been perhaps too little. But 
a fenfe of God’s prefence and love enabled me now, not only to 
bear it quietly, but even to be thankful for it. The power of re- 
ligion fo tempered my forrow, that I acquiefced gladly in the dif- 
penfation, and even promifed myfelf much benefit from it, Nei- 
ther have I been difappointed. In the firft place, this misfortune 
{moothed for me the way in which I have been led to a greater 

iftance from earthly things, and have been prompted to endea- 
_vour mainly my own furtherance in the fpiritual life, and the edi- 
fication of others; fecondly, it prepared me for a manifeftation 
of the glory and the offices of Jefus, of which to this moment I 
was ignorant; and thirdly, it tended to the execution of God’s 
wonderful purpofe, that I, who had never propofed to myfelf an 
{uch meafure, ihould quit my country to dwell where I now dwell, 
pe : fhould preach here the gofpel, and feed the flock of 
| A friend offered me a houfe which for fome time I inhabited, 
I now intended to repair thither immediately for the purpofe of 
ordination, that bei ng admitted to the miniftry I might have fome 
employment, and be enabled to maintain myfelf and to affit 
my diftreffed relations. Not many days after, I received a letter 
from ‘Dr. — whom I hardly knew, in which he invited me toa 


cure” 
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cure at P—, telling me at the fame time, that I muft take my re- 
folution fpeedily, and anfwer him without delay. Having read 
tris letter 1 felt no inclinatien to accept the offer, on account of 
the remote fituation of that city, and for other reafons. Neither 
could I deliberate on the matter in fo fhort a time as was allowed 
me, and in my anfwer fol told him. He replied therefore, that 
I might take fome time to confider of it. 

I could hardly endure the thought of quitting my own country, 
chiefly becaufe I had never yet been able to relinquith my ambi- 
tious projeéts, to the execution of which the place in queftion 
feemed little favourable. On the other hand, I confidered, that 
it would be almoft impoflible, if not altogether fo; that J fhould 
be able to live creditably in my native place, and efpecially to 
affilt my family. As tothe reft, I faw plainly enough, that in 
any place, I might be inftrumental to enlarge the kingdom of 
Chrift, and might dire& immortal fouls to him for falvation. 1 
laid thefe things deliberately before God, and before my friends ; 
prepared to obey with humility the will and direétion of provi- 
dence. At length this meafure feemed to recommend itfelf to me 
moft, and I fignified to Dr. — that I would accept the offer, 

In the mean time my heart teemed with a multiplicity of inven. 
tions concerning my future ftudies, and endeayours after a diftin. 

uifhed reputation. For to renounce thole endeavours and ftudies, 
Ere litle they promifed to further my principal views, had 
never yet made any part of my intentions. In a fhort time I learn- 
ed from Dr.— that impediments had accurred, fo that after all, 
the propofal made to me might poflibly come to nothing. The, 
grace of God, however, fo ordered it that I was able with a tran. 
guil mind to refign myfelf to his difpofal, hoping and trufting 
that he would kindly lead me by his providence, and in his 
own time direft me to fome place, in which, I might beft anfwer 
my own defire, and his glorious purpofe in the fervice of the 

el, : ; 

ene journey undertaken with a view to future ordination, proved 
a dangerous one, in which God by a fingular inter pofition prefer- 
ved me from imminent perils, and brought me fafe home again. 

I now prepared myfelf by clofe fludy for my future examina. 
tion, and at intervals read Hervey’s Theron and Afpafio. In the 
mean time Satan was not idle, but vehemently excited, as occafion 
offered, my finful defires, leading me into fuch grievous tempta- 
tions as would have coft mea dreadful fall, had not God by his 
efpecial care preferved me. By the lai mentioned book it plea- 
fed God to teach me the truths of the gofpel. My defires to know 
the truth were fincere, and it was the matter of my continual fup- 
e plications, __They were now granted. I was now completely con- 
a “vinced of Chrift’s divinity and atonement, of his vicarious righ- 
-teoufnefs as the only ground of reconciliation; and of all other 
r - doétrines with which Sy ati eae eeeeees ae ee 
“of thi ITI efus had fuffere ; 
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punifhment due to my fins, and that I was indebted folely to his 
aclive and paflive obedience for all my title to happinels ;—that 
thefe alone were the meritorious canfe, the only ground on which 
my fins could be forgiven, and myfelf admitted into the favour of 
God, and communion with him. Now I faw, by what means it 
had been brought to pafs, that my heart had been fo wonderfully 
changed, and eternal life begun in.me: I faw that 1 owed it all to 


Chrift who had thed for me his moft precious blood, and, by giv- . 


mg me of his own Spirit, had kindled in me that new life which 
he had purchafed for me by the facrifice of himfelf. I had already 
been made fenfible of the divine favour, and had enjoyed com- 
municn with God; now I underftood why, and on what founda- 
tion; urnlerftood that, through Chrift, I was become fupremely 


happy, and that my happinefs was perfeétly confiftent with all the |. - 


divine attributes, fo that the juft, holy, wife, and infinitely graci- 
ous God fhould be glorified in my falvation. 

My faith and hope now ftood.on firmer ground. I now drew 
my comfort and confidence, not merely from a fenfe of God's fa- 
vourable prefence, but learned to derive them primarily from the 
confideration of the work which Chrift had finifhed on the crofs, 
and (by virtue of {piritual: union with him) out of ‘his fulnefs, I 
Jearned alfo to account all things lofs for the excellency of the 
knowledge of my Lord and Saviour, defiring to glory only in his 
crofs. Now I adored Chrift‘ss God ‘over all, and accounted him 
altogether worthy of all my love and obedience, fince to him 
alone I am a debtor for deliverance from fo great a death, and for 
the attainment of fuch great falvation, purchafed for ‘me by the 
voluntary fubmiffion of an incarnate God to the moft dreadful 
fufferings, terminated by a death the moft ignominjous and cruel, 

‘In a thort time I received my firft ordination, trufting that God 
in his own time would find a fit place for me, in which I might 
miniiter the gofpel, and be profitable to immortal fouls. 

Though I had now attained to fome fpiritual knowledge of God 
in Chrift, and of myfelf, I had yet many things to learn, that I 
might live more for Chrift and to the honour of God, and be 
duely prepared for my moft important office as a feeder of the 
flock of Jefus. 1 was at prefent furnifhed with but very feanty 
‘apprehenfions of my extreme corruption of nature, and wnwor- 
thinefs. I little Kaew what it is to live daily, through Chrift, a 
lite of faith, in all circumftances and at all times, to avail myfelf 
of his fulnefs ; — What it isto feek the honour of God above ali 
things, and, whatfoever is done, to do all to his glory. I had as 


yet learned litle by experience of the unfearchable love of Chiiff, . 


‘Iittle of the ftupendous difplay and harmonious concurrence of all 


the perfeétions. of God, in the whole work of redemption. I. 


‘Tittle thonght ef the glory of God in his: government of the world 
and how the lates of nations and of individuals are all ord mi 
with a reference to the interefls of his Church. Neither. had I 
any jul conceptions of What {piritual affli@ion means, or of my 
ui “1 ; 1 re Cea ee | 
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bwn confummzte weaknefs, and perpetual propenfity to evil. Add 
to all this, that I was to a great degree ignorant of the concerns 
and cufloms of the world, the {nares of Szten, and the care of 
fouls ; with many other matiers neceffary to the due qualification 
of a minifter of the gofpel. But I was now in‘ the bef fchool, 
and notwithflanding my fluggifhaefs, and unfpeakable flownels to 
learn, God began 10 teach, and fill teaches me. 

Soon after my fir@ ordination I met wich your Cardiphoma, and 
read it again and agein with a moft unre‘erved affent, and with 
great pleafure and benchr. The Holy Spirit a-companied- my tes 
peaced reading of it with an extraordinary meafure of his quicken- 
ang grace and illumination, infomuch that I boid myfelf indebted) 
under God, to that book for much {piritual knowledge and ‘com. 

° fort, and for much encourag: ‘to all goodnefs. I now began 
to minute down the remarkable occurrences of every day, whe- 
ther deeds or experiences ; a prattice, which thongh it may, oc- 
cafionally perhaps, furnith fuel to ptide and the evil imagination$ 
of the heart, I cannor fufficiently recommend as an help to 

_ memory, and as the means of placing conflantly in our view many 
* memorials of divine love faithtulnefs, and of God’s wifdom 
and power difplayed in his difpenfations towards us; together 
with not a few, of our own unfaithfulnefs and folly; thus af. 
fording us continual matter of humiliation, admiration, praife, 
and amendment. : 
I thail add to what I have premifed only a very thort tketch of 
my life fince. I now enjoyed exceeding great confolation, and 
was filled with a divine delight never to be deferibed. 1 began 
by little and little to fee, more plainly than before, my own con. 
fommate unworthinefs, and my obligations to the unfpeakable 
grace of God, Neither wanted I od proofs of the See 
of my heart. Taught by fad bar ofeful experience, I ob ervé 
that { wes fill liable to be hurried into the perpetration of whats 
foever evil. : : 
- Sometimes Satan, ftriking fuddenly fuch an idea into my mind, 
would vehemently tempt me to believe that there is neither God, 
wor Chrift, nor heaven. J aot ignorant pon Hi Rago 
came, through the grace of God, no fooner fe't t tempta- 
tion, Poe beginning to meditate on the great works of God, ond 
on the clear proofs every where appearing of his exiflence end 
ion, I was in few moments delivered from it. Sometimes 
_ @ thought would prefent itfelf to my mind, fo abfurd, horrible 
and blafphemous, that I dare not mention it; which would teaze, 
and often torment me, 10 fech a degree 2s to be altogether in= 
tolerable. The more J endeavoured to repel and forget it, ‘the 
more clofely it followed me, nor would the confideration of its 
_ extreme ablurdity and wickednefs fuffice to releafe me from ite 
- By the merciful care of God, its continuance was feldom long. 
TVouxik jon a” it would return, and on the whole 
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would caufe. me much vexation. Sometimes, imperfeflly fkilled 
as I was in the {nares and power of Satan, I judged it the natural 
produce of my own heart ; but in time difcovered it to be the 
unqueftionable work of the devil, that he might lead me either 
to blafpheme or to defpair;.or at leaft might much retard me in 
my chriftian progrefs.. At the fame time-I obferved, that ta 
reafon about it, or to refift it in my own ftrength, was ufe- , 
lefs; that my only refuge from it was in Chrift, to whom I no 
fooner betook myfelf than it prefently loft much of its force or 
left me. Having thus learned to fly with all my might to Jefus 
the moment it arofe, I was in a little time fet free from it al- 
together. 

‘Sometimes I afcended the pulpit at this peried with a wonder- 
ful meafure of -divine afftftance; and for that reafon, as | humbly 
hope, not without benefit to my hearers. By degrees I began to 
converfe familiarly with fome of God’s. people ;. we had now a 
better’ underftanding of each other, and could love as brethren, 
In the mean time, after fome. weeks, the abovementioned propo- 
fal that I fhould go to P was agitated again, and at the fame 
time another patron formed a defign of inviting me to W " 
defiring me to preach there by way of introduétion, which done, 
the place fhould be immediately offered to me. I had now by 
letter fixed the day on which I fhould preach there, but by a fur- 
poling providential interpofition the letter was never received. 
Soon after, I received a letter myfelf, which gave.me to under- - 
ftand that I had a call to P if: I chofe to accept it. 

__ I now. poured out my moft fervent prayers to God, entreating 
him to lead me into fuch a fituation, and by fuch means, as might 
render me moft ferviceable to the interefts of his glory, and the 
urtherance of his gofpel. After much deliberation and prayer I 
became fenfible that it was the will of God that I fhould leave my: 
native country, and dwell at a great diftance from it. My defire. 
was to go foon to P- , but God interpofed many hinderances 
the effect of which was that fome months pated before I had op- 
portunity to go thither. So it pleafed God in his wifdom to order 
it, that I might acquire more knowledge of myfelf,.of the world, - 
and of divine things, before I fhould enter on the minifterial ar 
fice. I travelled through a variety of dangers to B——., where, 


. and in the neighbourhood, I preached once or twice, and had the 


affitance of the Holy Spirit. After my laft ordination I f 
poured awhileat M , at which sue {pending pak aie 
in fludious folitude, prayer, and meditation, I was favoured with 
extraordinary. comforts, fuch-as 1 had never known, and with un- 
- {peakable heart-felt anticipations of celeftial ‘glory. Here I en. 
oyed a heaven on earth, and. frequently burned with. defires, 
hardly fupportable, to die that I might be with God. Here I ree 
olved firmly and finally, to. take an everlafting leave of .all us 
ics and employments that have not a dire&t tendency ta promote 
the purpofes that 1 had moft at heart. Here Lhad fach: views of 
. my ee SG 
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the glory of God in Chrift as no words can exprefs, and fuch as 
filled me with a delight unfpeakably fuperior to all earthly enjoy- 
ments. Now were my prayers and thank{givings every day much 
varied and enlarged : — divine truth beamed on me with a Clearer 
light, and the gofpel was my daily nourifhment, and joy. Yet 
with all this comfort I had continual lamentable intimations of the 
force, and fury of in-dwelling corruption. 

Afterward, during my refidence at N it pleafed God to 
prepare me more and more for my moft important office. Hither2 
to, I little underftood how to avail myfelf of.Chrift on all oce 
cafions, as_made unto us of God wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanétifi« 
cation and redemption; what it is to live threugh him a life of 
faith daily; and to derive, by a. continual a@ of faith, a fupply 
of all our wants out of his fulnefs... I now began, gradually, to 
perceive more clearly, that without Chrift I could do pothing, 
but that in his ftrength all things were poffible to” me, aud that it 
behoved me to fly to him in all emergencies, that he might en- 
lighten and animate me, and afford me the ftrength requifite for 
the right performance of every duty. Henceforth, it became my 
chief defire and purpofe, whatfoever bufinefs I undertook, and at 
whatfoever time, whether I read, prayed, meditated, or preached, 
to direét the afpirations of my inmoft foul to Chrift, in a con- 
{cioufnefs of my own weaknefs and infofiiciency ;. that as amems 
ber of his myffical body I might receiye from him, the head of 
it, fuch quickening influences as might render me apt for every 
fervice to which my duty fhould call me, and qualify me: for. its 
due performance. With the Apoftle I ardently. defired, then, 
and {till defire, that not I may live, but Chrift in me; fo that the ° 
whole life that I live in the flefh I may live by the faith of the. 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave himfelf for me. Chrift 
was now become to me an overflowing fountain and giver, of all 
wifdom, comfort, and {fpiritual ftrength; in prayer to whom I 
fought, earneftly, a juft and becoming fenfe of my own con- 
dition, and fuitable aid from hini for all my occafions. d 

At the fame time it pleafed God, in his unfearchable wifdom 
and according to the riches of his love, to permit me to be 
peftered with moft painful and unufual temptations of the devil ; 
fo that, fometimes, the whole hoft of hell combined would feem 
to affail me with all their fury. By this, I believe, God princi- 
pally purpofed to preferve me from being exalred above mea- 
fure by the abundance of the revelations made to me, and that 
I might be furnifhed out of my own experience with means of 
teaching and comforting others afflifted in like manner. Occa- 
fionally, at the fame time, I was favoured in an uncommon mea- 
fure with the prefence and affiltance of the Lord Jefus ; his: grace 
was fufficient for me, his power was perfeéted ‘in my weaknefs, fo 


that I came off conqueror, and finging fongs of victory, 
a . [To be concluded in the next. } 
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{ Continued from page 298. | 
‘Ae 30. The wind blew {o violently from ES E that I could 
not venture to fea. Our detenfion therefore made it abfolutely 
neceffary to fee what we could do more for our fupport ; for I deter- 
mined, if poffible, to keep my firft-ftock entire: I therefore weighed, 
and rowed along fhore, to-fee if any thing could be got; and at lait 
difcovered fome cocoa-nut trees, but they were on the top of high pre- 
cipices, and the furf made it dangerous landing. Some, with much 
difficulty, climbed ‘the ‘cliffs, and got about 20 cocoa-nuts, and others 
flung them to ropes, by which we hauled them through the furf into 
the boat. This was all that could be done here; and, as I found no 
place fo eligible as the one we had left to {pend the night at, I returned 
to the cove, and, having ferved a .cocoa-nut to each perfon, we went 
to reft again in the boat. we 
At dawn of day I attempted to get to fea; but the wind and wea- 
ther proved fo bad, that I was glad to return to my former {tation ; 
where, after iffuing a morfel of bread anda fpoonful of rum to each 
perfon, we landed, and I went off with Mr. Nelfon, Mr. Samuel, 
and fome others, into the country, having hauled ourfelves up the pre- 
cipice by long vines, which are fixed there by the natives for that pur- 
pofe ; this beg the only way into the country. ‘ 
We found a few deferted huts, and a fmall plantain walk, from which 
‘we could only colle& three {mall bunches of plantains. After pafling 
this place, we came to a gully that led towards a mountain, near a vol 
cano; and, as I conceived that in the rainy feafon very great torrents 
ef water muft pais through hit, we hoped to’ find fufficient for our ufe 
yemaining in fome holes of the rocks; but, after all our fearch, the 
whole that we found was only nine gallons, in the courfe of the day. 
We advanced within two miles of the foot of the higheft mountain in 
the ifland, on which is the volcano that is almoft conftantly burning. 
The country near it is all covered with lava, and has a moft dreary ap- 
pearance. As we faw but litle to alleviate our diftrefles, we filled our 
cocoa-nut fhells with the water we found, and returned exceedingly 
_ fatigued and faint, When I came to the precipice whence we were to 
defcend into the cove, I was feized with {uch a dizzinefs in my head, 
that I thought it {carce poffible to effect it: however, they at laft got 
me down, in a weak condition, Every perfon being returned by noon, , 
I gave about an ounce of pork and two plantains to each, with half a 
glafs of wine. The people who peice. by the boat I had direéted to 
Jook for fifh, or what they could pick up about the rocks; but nothin 
eatable could be found: {fo that, upon the whole, we confidered oure 
felves on as miferable a {pot of land as could well be imagined. 
__ L could not fay pofitively, from the former knowledge I had of this 
ifland, whether it was inhabited or not; but I knew it was confidered 
inferior to the other iflands, and I was not certam but that the Indians 
enly reforted to it at particular times. I was very anxious to afcertain 
this point ; for, in cafe there had only been a few people here, and 
thole could eae Ng us — but very moderate fupplies, the te- p 
maining in this {pot to have made Preaee parations for our voyage, would 
have been. preferable to the ae going amongit pea Raa lg 
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Perhaps we might lofe every thing, A party, therefore, fufficiently 
ftrong, I determinedthould go another route, as {oon as the fun be- 
came lower ; and they cheerfully undertook it. 
May 1. In the afternoon the party fet out; but, after faffering 
much fatigue, they returned in the evening, without any kind of fuc. 
eefs, At the head of the cove, about 150 yards from the water-fide, 
was a cave; acrofs the ftony beach was about 100 yards, and the only 
way from the country into the cove was that which I have already de. 
{eribed. The fituation fecured us from the danger of being furprifed, 
and I determined to remain on fhore for the night, with a part of m 
people, that the others might have more room to reft in the boat, wit 
the mafter; whom I direéted to lie at a grapnel, and be watchful, in 
cafe we fhould be attacked. I. ordered one plantain for each perfon to 
be boiled ; and; having {upped on this {canty allowance, with a quarter 
of a pint of grog, and fixed the watches for the night, thofe whoie 
turn it was, laid down to fleep in the cave: before which we kept up 
a good fire, yet notwithftanding we were much troubled with flies and 
muf{quitoes. 
At dawn of day the party fet out aggin in a different route, to {ee 
what they could find ; in the courfe of which they fuffered greatly for 
want of water: they, however, met with two men, a woman, anda 
child; the men came with them to the cove, and brought two cocoa- 
nut fhells of water. I immediately made friends with theie people, and 
fent them away for bread-fruits, plantains, and water. Soon after other 
Natives came to us; and by noon I had go of them about me, trading 
with the-articles we were in want of: but I could only afford one ounce 
of pork, and a quarter of a bread-fruit, to each man for dinner, with 
half a pint of water; for I was fixed in not ufing any of the bread or 
water in the boat. 
_ No particular chief was yet among the natives: they were, notwiths 
ftanding, traétable, and behaved honeftly, giving the provifions they 
brought for a few buttons and beads. The party who had been out, in- 
formed me of having difcovered feveral neat plantations ; {o that it be- 
came no longer a doubt of there being {fettled inhabitants on the ifland 5 
and for that reafon I determined to get what I could, and fail the farft 
moment the wind and weather would allow me to put to fea. 
May 2. Stormy weather, wind ESE. It had hitherto been a 
weighty confideration with me, how I was to account to the natives 
for the lofs of my fhip: I knew they had too much ienfe to be'amuted 
with a ftory that the fhip. was to jom me, when fhe was not in fight 
from the hills, I was at firft doubtful whether I fhould tell the real 
fa&, or fay that the fhip had overfet and funk, and that only we were 
‘faved: the latter appeared to me to be the moft proper and advantage- 

ous to us, and I accordingly in{truéted my people, that we might all 
‘agree in one ftory. As I expegted, enquiries were made after the fhip, 
and they feemed readily fatisfied with our account 3 but there did not 
appear the leaft fymptom of joy or forrow in their faces, although I 
fancied I difeovered fome marks of furprife. Some of the natives were 
_ eoming and going the whole afternoon, and we got enough of bread- 
_. fruit, plantains, and cocoa-nuts for another day ; but water they only 
_. brought us about five pints. A canoe alfo came in with four men, and 
S “brought 2 few co¢goa-nuts and bread-fruit, which I bought wae had 
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done the reft. Nails were much enquired after, but T would not fuffer 
one to be fhewn, as 1 wanted them for the ufe of the boat. ; 

Towards evening I had the fatisfaftion to find our ftock of provifi- 
ons fornewhat increafed : but the natives did not appear to have much- 
to {pare. What they brought was in {uch {mall quantities, that I had 
no reafon to hope we fhould be able to procure from them fufficient to 
ftock us for our voyage. At funfet all the natives left'us in quiet pof- 
feffion of the cove. I thought this a good fign, and made no doubt 
that they would come again the next day with a larger proportion of 
food and water, with which I hoped to fail without farther delay : for 
if, in attempting to get to Tongataboo, we fhould be blown away from 
the iflands altogether, there would be a larger quantity of provifions ta 
fupport us againft fuch a misfortune. i: ths 

At day-break I was happy to find every one’s fpirits a little revived, 
and that they no‘longer regarded me with thofe anxious looks, which 
had conftantly been direfted towards me fince we loft fight of the fhip = 
every countenance appeared to havea degree of cheerfulnefs, and they 
all feemed determined to do their beft.: As I doubted of water being 
brought by the natives, I fent a party among the gullies in the moun- 
tains, with empty fhells, to fee what they could get. In their abfence 
the natives came about us, as I expetted, but more numefous; alfo two 
canoes came in from round the north fide of the ifland. In one of them 
was an’ elderly chief, called Maccaackavow. Soon after fome of our 
foraging party returned, and with them came a good-lecking chief, 
called Eefow. To both thefe men I made a prefent of an old fhirt and 

a knife, and I foon found they either had feen me, or had heard of my 
being at Annamooka. They knew I had been »with captain Cook, 
who they enquired after, and alfo captain Clerk. | They were very in- 
quifitive to know in what manner I had loft my fhip. During this 
converfation a young man appeared, whom I remembered to have féen 
at Annamooka, called Nagecte : -he expreffed much pleafure at feeing” 
me. [now enquired after Poulaho and Feenow, ‘who, they faid, were 
at Tongataboo : and’Eefow agreed to accompany me thither, if I would 
wait till the weather moderated. The readineis and affability of this 
man gave me much {fatisfaction. 

_ This, however, was but. of fhort duration, for the natives began to 
increafe in number, .and I obferved fome fymptoms of a defign againft 
us; foon after they attempted to haul the boat on fhore, when I threa«. 
tened Eefow with a cutlals, to induce him to make them defift ; which 
they did, and every thing. became quiet again. My people, who had 
been in the mountajns, now rehites with about three gallons of water. 
I kept buying up the little bread-fruit that was brought to us, and like- 
wife fome {pears to arm my men with, having only four cutlaffes, two 
of which were in the boa& As we had no means of improving our 
fituation, I told our people I would-wait until fun-fet, by whith time, _ 
perhaps, fomething might happen in our favour ; that if we attempted 
to go at prefent, we muft fight our way through, which we could do 
more advantageoufly at night ; and that in the mean time we would en- 
deavour to get off to the boat what we had bought. The beach was 
now lined with the natives, and we heard nothing but the knocking of 
{tones together, which they had in each hand. I knew very well that _ 
this was the fign of an'attack,’ It being now-noon, I ferved a cocoa-nut 
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and a bread-fruit to each perfon for dinner, and gave-fome to the chiefs, 
with whom I continued to appear intimate and friendly. ‘They fre- 
quently importuned me to fit down, but I as conftantly refufed ; for it 
occurred both to Mr, Nelfon and myfelf, that they intended to {eize 
hold of me, if I gave them fuch an opportunity. Keeping, therefore, 
conftantly on our guard, we were fuSered to eat our uncomfortable 
meal in fome quietnefs; 

May 3. After dinner we began by little and little to get our things 
into the boat, which was a troublefome bufinefs, on account of the 

- furf. I carefully watched the motions of the natives, who ftill in- 
creafed in number, and found that, inftead of their intention being 
to leave us, fires were made, and places fixed on for their ftay during 
the night. Confultations were alfo. held among them, and_ every 
thing affured me we fhould be attacked, _ I fent orders to the matter, 
that when he faw us coming down, he fhould keep the boat clofe to 
the fhore, that we might the more readily embark, _I had my journal 
on fhore with me, writing the occurrences in the cave, and in fend? 
ing it down to the boat it was nearly {natched away, but for the timely 
afliftance of the gunner. 

The fun was near fetting when I gave the word, on which every 
perfon, who was on fhore with me, boldly took up his proportion of 
things, and carried them to the boat. The chiefs afked me if I would 
not ftay with them all night, I faid, ** No, I never fleep out of my 
boat ; but in the morning we will again trade with you, and I hall 
remain until the weather is moderate, that we may go, as we have 
agreed, to fee Poulaho, at Tongataboo.” | Maccaackavow then got up, 
and faid, “You will not fleep on fhore? then Mattie,’? (which dis 
reftly fignifies we will kill you) and he left me, The onfet was now 
preparing 3 every one, as I have defcribed before, kept knocking ftones 
together, and Eefow quitted me. We had now all but two or three 
things in the boat, when I took Nageete by the hand, and we walked 
down the beach, every one in a filent kind of horror. i , 

When I came to the boat, and was feeing the. people embark, 
Nageete wanted me to ftay to [peak to Eefow ; but I found he was 
encouraging them to the attack, and I determined, had it then- begun, 
to have killed him for his treacheiu. dchaviour, I ordered the car- 
penter not to quit me yntil the other prope were’ in the boat. Na- 
geete, finding I would not ftay, loofed himfelf from my hold and 
went off, and we all got into the boat except one man, who, while 
I was getting on board, quitted it, and ran up the beach to caft the 
ftern faft off, notwithftanding the mafter and others called to him te 
xeturn, while they were hauling me out of the water. 

_ 1 was no fooner in the boat than the attack began by about 200 
men; the unfortunate poor man who had run up the beach was 
knocked down, and the ftones flew like a fhower of fhot. Many 
Indians got hold of the ftern rope, and were near hauling us on fhore, 
he ane certainly have done it if I had not hada knife in my 
pocket, with which I cut the rope. . We then hauled off to the grap- 
a one being more or lefs hurt. At this time 1 faw five of the 
_ matives about the poor man they had killed, and two. of them bi 
‘beating him about the head with ftones in their hands. 
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We had no time to refle@, before, to my furprife, they filled their 
canoes with ftones, and twelve men came off after us to renew the at- 
sack, which they did fo effeétually as nearly to difable all of us. . Our 
grapnel was foul, but Providence here affifted us; the fluke broke, and 
wé got to our oars, and pulled to fea. They, however, could paddle 
round us, fo that we were obliged to fuftain the attack without bemg 
able to return it, except with fuch ftones as lodged in the boat, and in 
this I found we were very inferior to them. We could not ¢lofe, be- 
caufe our boat was lumbered and heavy, and that they knew very well: 
I therefore adopted the expedient of throwing overboard fome cloaths, 
which they loft time in picking up; and, as it was now almoft dark, 
they gave over the attack, and returned towards the fhore, leaving us 
to reflect on our unhappy fituation. 

The poor man I loft was John Norton: this was his fecond voyage 
with me as a Quarter-Mafter, and his worthy charaéter made me lament 
his lofs very much. He has left an aged parent, I am told, whom he 


. fupported. 


I once before fufained an attack of a fimilar nature, with a {mallet 
number of Europeans, againft a multitude of Indians; it was after the 


death of Captain Cook, on the Morai at Owhyhee, where I was left 


by Lieutenant King’: yet, notwithftanding, I did not conceive that the 
power of a man’s arm could throw ftones, from two to eight pounds 
weight, with fuch force and exatinefs as thefe people did. Here uns 
happily I was without arms, and the Indians knew it; but it was 2 
fortunate circumftance that they did not begin to attack us in the cave? 
in that cafe our deftruction muft have been inevitable, and we fhould 
have had nothing left for it but to die as bravely as we could, fighting 
clofe together ;_ in which I found every one cheerfully difpofed to join 


me, This appearance of refolution deterred them, {uppofing they could © 


effee& their purpofe without rifk after we were in the boat. 

Taking this as.a fample of the difpofitions of the Indians, there was 
little reafon to expect much benefit if I perfevered in my intention of 
vifiting Poulaho: for I confidered their.good behaviour hitherto to pro- 
ceed from adread of our fire-arms, which, now knowing us deftitute of, 
would ceafe ; and, even {uppofing our lives not in danger, the boat and 
every thing we had would moft probably be taken from us, and thereJ 
by all hopes precluded of ever being able to return to our native 
country. - 

__ We were now failing along the weft fide of the ifland Tofoa, and my 
mind was employed in confidering what was beft to be done, when I was 


folicited by all hands to take them towards home; and, when I told 


them no hopes of relief for us remained, but what I might find at New 


_ Holland, until I came to Timor, a diftance of full 1200 leagues, where 


was a Duteh Settlement, but in what part of the ifland I knew not; 
they all agreed to live on one ounce of bread, anda quarter of a pint f 
water, per day. Therefore, after examining our {tock of provifion 
and recommending this asa facred promife for ever to their memory, 
we bore away acrofs a fea, where the navigation is but little known, in 
a {mall boat, twenty-three feet long fom ftern to ftern, deep laden ‘with 
cigh men}; without a chart, and nothing but my own recolle 
aflifted by 2 book « 
es and longitudes, to guide us, I was happy, however, to fee 
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~ert on¢ jbetter {atisfied with our \fituation in this particular than 
mylelf. — te 
~~ Our‘ftock of provifions confifted of ‘about 150 pounds of bread, 128 
gallons of water, 26 pounds of pork, 3 bottles o wine, and 5 quatts 
tof:rum. The difference ‘between this and the quantity’ we had‘on 
(leaving the thip, was principally: owing ‘to lof in the buftle and con- 
fufion’ of the: attacky As few cocoa-nuts were in the boat, and fome 
_bread-fruit,, but the latter: was trampled to pieces. in 
«, it was about eight, o’¢loek at night when I bore away.under a reefed 
lug fore-fail : and, having divided the people into watches, and got the 
; boat in a little order, we returned God thanks for our miraculous ‘pre. 
fervation, and, fully confident of his gracious fupport, I found my mind 
more at eafe than for fome time paft. 
.. Ait day-break the gale increafed ; the fun rofe very fiery and red, ;a 
‘fure indication of a fevere gale of wind, At eight it blew a violent 
‘ftorm, and the fea ran very high, fo that between the feas the fail was 
‘becalmed, and when on the top of the fea it was too much to have fet: 
but I was obliged’ to carry to it, for we were now in very imminent 
‘danger! and di the {ea ‘curling over the ftern of the boat, which 
‘obliged us to bale with all our might, A fitwation more diftreffing has, 
- “perhaps, feldom been €xperienced, ; 
- ‘Our’bread was in-bags, and in danger of being fpoiled by the wet: 
to: be! ftarved to! death was inevitable, if this could not be prevented : 
; I therefore began to:examine what cloaths there were in the boat, ‘and 
what other things ‘could be {pared ; and, having determined that only 
-two, fuits fhould be kept’ for each perion, the reft was thrown ovet- 
board, with, fome rope and {pare fails, which lightened the boat cori- 
fiderably, and we had more room to bale the water out... Fortun: 
the Carpenter had a good cheft in the boat, into which I put the bread 
the firft favourable mément. His tool cheft alfo was cleared, and the 
tools ftowed in the bottom of the boat, fo that this became a fecond 
convenience. rere 
I now ferved-a tea-fpoonful of rum to each perfon, (for we were 
very wet and’cold) with a quarter of a bread-fruit, which was fcarce 
eatable, for dinner; but our engagement was now ftriétly to be carried 
into execution, and I was fully determined to make what provifions I 
had laft eight weeks, ‘let’ the daily-proportion be ever fo fmall. ‘ 
| May 4. The weather!was very fevere, it blew a ftorm from NE to 
ESE. The fea Tan :higher than yefterday, and the fatigue of bailing, 
to Keep the boat, from filling, was exceedingly great. We could do 
nothing more than keep«before the fea;. in the courfe of which the 
boat. performed. fo ywonderfully well, that I no longer dreaded any 
danger in that refpeé&, , ‘But among the hardfhips we were to undergo, 
that of being conftantly, wet was not the leaft: the nights were ver 
cold, and at, day-light our limbs were fo benumbed, that we coul ms 
fcarce find the ufe of them, At this time I ferved a tea-fpoonful of 
tun to each perfon, which: we all found great benefit from. ou 
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no) we! Ay scbormefal'GentTLeman'at BAFHS° te i 
Young ;woman, feryant. at -Bath,, wassbrought to,the.know- 
PA ledge of, God, in the. year 17882-0Shedike-the woman-ef 
Samaria, could not help.{peaking ofthe thingsthe had heard: and 
experienced ;to| her fellow-fervants ; and the ~ Lord was. pleafed to 
accompany, her; words with -a-divine: Blefling: to: three! or four'of 
them: the coachmamin-sparticular was turned away from his‘fer- 
ivice: for fear,’ {as his matter faid).ithat he would -tarn'his Horfes to 
be Methodifis, and drive him to hell. ivan a3 Se 


dn the fummer of: 1793, the mafter Himfelf being taken iN], and 


- given overby: thesphyficiens, one day he afked them, Tf they 


“ thought there was any. hope of \his retovery?” ‘They teplied 
i* tiene Lite a vrrey ator ou att Ei tsaan 2 9 se ; ; jh. 

“4n the ‘negative. Several of his friends weré in the room at the 
“fame’ time, atid! the feryant before-mentioned was then, waitin 
‘upon the company ;"the “gentleman, with great. concern, » ai, 


e c 


‘ee And cd none Of you all be of any fervice to. a: dying,man 2” 


*Hé'then {poké, to this. young woman, ,“* Nor can youhelp,zme ip 
te this’ prefent fer ASHES Brick ateaeal pns t 
“do is to pray for you; and that I,have,done, many. times.” He 
anfwered with fome.;emotion, .** Did.you.ever; pray ifondne??” 

“* infift on it, that you :pray for me.now.: daut,the door, \let! not 
| one go.out of the room.” With (fear andwembling'| the obeyed ; 
-and no fooner -was.preyér ended ; but putting shis hands together 
-he-faid, “ Now I -know that Chrift ig God} and able to forgiv, 
my fins?’ Hellivedva few days longer, and gave happy ‘evi- 
dence of the power and grace of God, 8 © 
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Lebo the Right, Hon..,Lady-MARY, FITZGERALD. 
} ere reas » esr pe hs ; L by ; 
Honoured and ‘dear Madam, Dublin, Auguft 23, 1783. ; 
ay See the truth, of thofe words of, ouryLordssw In me. ye thall 
: ‘have, peace, comfort, flrength, and joy: Be of goo cheek, 
oWe came here to,fee the anembers of our Lord, and we find'you 
emoved, and removing farther ftill, than>you now are. | What 
does this ,Proyidence teach us? I learnj:that £ muft réjoice in 
the Lord above all-his. members, and ‘find them/all in “him, who 
ills all invall; who is the life ‘of all: otr’friends, the joy of all 
four brethren. Hf-our: Lord is your life,“yout ftrength, and yout 
‘all, you will remove 'ih Wain to’ the North or South; you cannot 
go from your {piritual friends ; they will meet you inthe EcAMon 
centre of all life and righteoufnels ; there, they will blefs you 
rags in’ ten j°ys ni fympathize te oybur forrow.. iP 
-Rrovadence calls you to England by Scotland, by: wKi 
your Ladythip apprehends fo euch dies, men oor 
Saar a we 
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we innit, at! ‘Teaft, ‘go ‘td hédven by a ‘way ‘equally painful, --the® 
narrow’ way, the’ Way"imarked with ‘blood, and with the tears and 
crofs ‘ofthe Soénof ‘Gad: and if we follow him weeping, we 
fhall ‘réturn’ with’ everlalting, joy ‘on: oti head& Even now the. 
fotetatte’ ‘of “thofe” joys is given to us through ‘hope, for by hope 
welafé favedi> ‘Let’ our faith and hope be in-God, rooted and 
grounded in him; who gives’ vital heat 'to’our hearts, and who fans 
grace, which his mercy has kindled; and may 
that fpark! by the infpitatibn’ of ‘the Holy Spirit, become a fire of 
Holy love)! heavenly” zéal,’ and heavenly glory.’ Such, power be=. 
longeth to the Almighty, He that Ipardd 
‘Holy sei which is ‘the’ mighty ftream of’ 
lame of'his lové, will not deny us that. . 
power, if we wait for it’‘in his appointed ays; and ‘ak it in the. 


your believing foul may'be ar nted, you, both for time and eternity,, 
We fubferibe otirfelves wit peeaol Hate y,onpared Madam,, 


ks 


beg you would receive our warmeft thanks for fuch Rede ty 
ahdeundeferved stokens of your brotherly love. You have unite 
for usithe Inith hofpitalivy; the Englih cordiality, ‘and the French 
politenefs! -And niow,'\Sir, what fhall we fay? You are our ge-’ 
ous benefattor, andwe are'your affectionate, though unprofit- 

able fervants.-Inyone:fenfe, we'are on a level with thofe, to whom 
you fhow charity in the ftreets: we can do nothing but pray for 
you, your dear Partner, and yours. . You Rindly received. us for 
Chriftts fake 3 ‘may God receive you freely for his fake alfo! You. 
have bore’ with ‘our infirmitiés':'~.- thé ‘Lord bear with yours alfa. . 
You*have' let your fervants ferve’; --- the Lord give all his feryants , 
andvhis ‘angels charge ‘Concerning you,’ that you hurt uot your Hei 

againft'a fton?, and may. be st ‘out of every coy f You, . 

havé'given wus 4 molt’ it fling place, and ‘comfortable apart- 
merit undef your! roof ::-the Lord grant! you eternal reft with him | 
in his’ heavenly ‘manfioris |’ May be himfelf be your habitation and | 
refting place fot ever ;’ an A ace ou and yours with his own 
jewels ‘in the ‘choiceft’ repofitory o precious things! You have . 
fedius swith the 'ticheft ‘food t-.-May the Giver of every perfect 
gifefit'you for'a place‘at his table, ‘and may’ you rank there with 
Abraham; IfaaéUand ~ acob! *'You' have jiven us wines. 3o--May , 

your d lk ont Chri imfetf, the fruit of the vine, new in your. 
zg oil 

td 
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Father’s kingdom! , You. have given us a,rich provifion ‘for the 
way :---when you, crofs the flood, the deep. flood of death, may: 
you find, that your heavenly Lord has madesfuch. a rich provifion 
of faith, righteoufnefs, hope, and. joy. for, you,, that,you may re. 
joice, triumph and fing, while, you leave your earthly” friends to 
go home! which,, by the by, is more than we were enabled todo 5, 
for inftead of finging in our cabins, there, was very different me-: 
lody. ) laytery Go nee hedt see 
. Hower, we. could foon with grateful, joyful hearts, look back; 
from the Britifh to the Irifh hore, and greet: in. {pirit. the dear 
friends we had left there. The Lord blefs and increafe them in 
fpiritual, and, if beft for them, in temporal goods alfo!) The Lord 
crown them and theirs with loving kindnefs, and mercies equal to} 
the love of our God, and the merits of our Saviour! ..And now,; 


- dear Sir, what fhall I add? I cannot now even fee my Bible but, 


through the medium of your love, and the token with which it 
alternately loads my pocket and my hand. .. I cannot; even feal.aj 
letter with a good wafer, but I find a new call to repeat my thanks 
to you. I would begin again, but.my f{erap of paper is full,.as~ 
wells my heart; and I muft fpare a line to tell you, that I, had, 
the pleafure of feeing our kind, benefaétrefs Mrs. Smyth, fafe,at - 
Briftol, with her little charge and Lady Mary. We beg our 
thanks to John, Mr. and Mrs. Johnfon,and all,- who were kind 
to us-for Chrift’s fake, and for yours. We remain, deat! Sir, 
your moft affeftionate and moft obliged penfioners and, fervantss» 

«lad! . ~  j.andM..F, 4 


“To'the Society'in Dublin!” “Madeley, ‘Nov. "1783. “°°! 
TS all the dearBrethren,. who after kindly inviting John and 

A. Mary, Fletcher, patiently bearing with: them, and their in-’ 
firmities, and excreting them in the mofthofpitable, Chriftiany 
manner, have added, to all their former, favours, ,that.of thanking: 
them for their moft pleafant and profitable journey.--- yroviel slds 
» Brethren and dearly beloved ‘in the Lord. ©’ 


, 


jie Bad felt hame enough, under she fenfe of. your, kindoels 


from, you. ‘We are in jebted to you, dear brethreg, we owed you, 


you will have the pre-eminence, and; we are.glad.to drinkithe ¢ 
f buinility af your feet... May'the Lord; .wbo. can part, a. fea by. 
fe the earth to bring forth. 


abundantly all manner of ves, and plat without feed, fo blefs. 
in great, weaknefs among, 

et humble repentance,» 
(68 SBIE in Vie eaten ndifying influences of . 
zod's ppirit in your hearts, in all your families, in all your. afe:, 
“ gageind e Oe femblies, 


i 
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femblies, and in your whole fociety! If your profufe liberality 
towards ws, abounded to the comfort of our poor brethren, we 
doub!y rejoice on your account, and on ¢herrs. 

- When we fee fo many of your dear names, we rejoice in hopes, 
that as they fill and confirm an epiftle dedicated by overflowing 
Jove, fo they are’ enrolled on the lift of the dear people, whom 
our great High Prieft bears, not on the breaft-plate as Aaron, but 
on-his bleeding hands, and in his very heart, which is the over- 
flowing and everflowing fountain of ‘divine and brotherly love, 
We cannot remember your faces; but we remember what will 
laft longer than your features, your work and labour, your repaits 
of-love, together with your prayers and fighs. May that feed 
fown be watered by the Redeemer’s blood! We afk it with tears 
of gratitude and joy, while we, on our bended knees, fpread 
your names, as you have kindly put them, and your wants, fo 
far as we remember them, before the Father of mercies, and the» 
Author of every perfe& gift. Let our worthle& names ftill find ® 
a place.in your memory, when you remember your brethren dif. : 
tant in the flefh, but near in the Spirit : among fuch vouchfafe to 
reckon, dear Brethren, your very affe@tionate and truly obliged 
feryants.in Chri, - J. and M., F.- 
To Mrs. DOLIER. fl 
the Madeley, Nov. 1783. | 

ND were my dear Brother and Sifter Dolier pleafed by the: 
A receipt of a letter from fuch an unworthy worm? Q that I) 
could convey fome word from. the mouth of my adorable Lord 
to. your hearts! O that he would permit me, his poor creature, 
to. drop a fentence, which might prove an encouragement to: my’ 
dear friends in their way.!. You! afk, ‘Shall (I hope to attain the 
clean heart, and walk in purity while here below ? ” Why not ? 
Abraham hoped againft hope, and there {fprang from. him, as good ) 
as dead, as the flars of heaven for multitude. Does unbelief 
fay —* Thou art dead; thou haft out ftayed thy day, and it is 
all over?” then, arife out of the duft, roufe up all your powers; + 
againft hope, -believe in hope, and by faith receive ftrength to | 
apprehend the fulnefs of God. . Remember Chrift 4s in your 


faith ; hold faith, and-you. hold Chrift, If you know not how - 
to. get hold on faith, remember ‘it is in the promife: feek fora 


promife, and lay hold there. ‘But if you cry out, “I fee the 
links of the chain fo far off, that, alas! I.cannot take hold on 
the promife; I don’t know which is for me, I cannot reach fo 
far 3” Well,. don’t faint yet; there is another link fill lower, 
that isto fay, your wants, Can you be fure there is a wound. 


within ; are you certain you area finner? Then, reach your hand » 


_ hither, “ I.came-not to’call the. righteous, but finners.” Are you 
By cu rice -*To them, ‘who have no might, he increafeth » 
ftrength.” Are you an ungrateful, backfliding finner? Hear him: 


turn 


fay, Thou, halt: played the ‘harlot. with many lovers; but res 
; eres o 
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turf unto! me; faith:the Lord.” Aind if you doubt, ‘whether! you? 
may believe for a great meafure of holinefs ; whether your’ foul,? 
already in old age and ‘barren, hall: believe: for abundant froite 
fulnefs 5 anfwer yourfelf my dear friend, from that word, ‘* Who- 

foever will, let him come, and take of the»water of life! freely.’* 
I have: juft: told’ Mrs. Smyth of one of your? filters: here, once 
a deeper unbeliever than yourfel fy but: nowquite full of ‘God: «I> 
refer you to her letters’ O myrGod, <in mercy» let’ thy power refto 
on-thy dear fervants }. Convey, even. by thts poor {crawl,.fome't 
power to, their hearts ;.fome frefh ‘light into’ the mighty: chain)’ 
which begins with man’s wickednefs,’ hangs’ on» God's) mercy im! 
the promifes, is continued: by faith and vidtory fpringing .thete+> 
from, and, ends! with’ Chrift’s: fulnefs becoming allimiall. «« Wet 
pray the Ged of love to. be with your children) :: and: all) whoo 
meet. with them! Tell /fifter’- Hammond tovkeepsholduof they 
chain:: it fhall: draw her into the holy of holies. ‘Withrour kindefty. 
and ‘moft grateful: remembrance of you both, «we remain, ‘your. 


fificere,, but unworthy friends, : jecand«M. F. 
¢ ' "To Mr. HENRY BROOKE... | 
‘My dear Brother, Madeley, Aptil 27,1784»): 


ERCY, peace, and.perfc& love attend you, your dear 
A partnef, and the dear friends under your roof, with whom 
I beg you may abide’under the crofs, till, with John, Mary and 
Salome, &e. you all'can fay, “* We are’crucified “with him} and 
the life we now. live, we live -by the faith of the! Son ‘of God,» 
who} loved us) and gave bimfelf for us.” ive" Bhiwe 
Yow are certainly right, when you prefer the inward 'to the outs?! 
ward :. the former isthe fafer; ‘but ‘both ‘together make ‘up the”? 
beauty: of holinefs. "The inward: life: may be’ compared’ to ' the) 
huifband, thé outward to'thefraitful wifes: what God hath joined» 
topether,: let no:man,: noreven angel put afunders® 9°40) Soko 
“With refpeét to the glory of the Lord, it is at hand, whatever's 
falfe ;wifdom»and unbelief may whifper to our hearts sit! cambe®! 
nq farther off, than the Pre/ence of Him) who fills!/all in» alli’« 
Our wrong Aotions of things /areva preat hinderance to’our Répy) 
ping into: it: and perhaps our minding more‘thé cherubiins of:s 
ay ‘ glory, than the: plain: tables, and. the manna ‘hid in the:arkio*There*t 
is a pafling;” fays Bromley, ‘* fromthe‘outward torhe ¢award, 
“and froth'thé:inward tothe \2nmof ; and? it isonly from the gna 
—  moft, ahab-we ican ‘fee! the dord’s {piritual igloryu" + ‘Prayy wit 
‘ es brother;;when you »get fo'fixed in’ the inmof, lastnotito'fofel'! 
‘ ight of him, who “dwells: in the light/-and inithe'thick darknefs,® | 
let:methare your joy.’ Love will make'me'pattake of your ‘haps ' 
pinels. doy ti ; if. Stonnd ¢ oye) HietO ey ors ogi 
With: telpe& towhat you: fay,:of the kingdom mot! coniing':! 
with the outward ‘pomp, ‘which ds difcoverable by the ten’ ofthe © 
world, tit is ftriGly true; but, that-there istantznward difplay of ” 
poweriaid glory under pentecoftal Chriftianity:is undeniable, both»' 
ug} from 
% 
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from st haa a: es to his difciples, and from’ their expe- 
ences, atter the kingdom was come to them with power. Ibis 
Aometimes fuggefted ito. me, that, as the apoftacy: hath chiefly con- 
fifted in going after the pomp of the whore of Babylon, fo that 
while.the., woman,. who fled. into the wildernedfs, remains there as 
a widow, fhe, muft be deprived even of thole¢rue ornamenis, and 
of that: {piritual glory, which was beftowed upon her on the day 
sof Pentecoft, the day of her efpoufals.. L do not, however, clofe 
an» with the fuggeftion, as I am not fure, that it cannot come 
trem, Satan. transformed into an angel of ‘light, to rob me of a 
bright jewel, of .my. Chriftian’ hope. _ To wait in deep réfignation, 
and, with.a,conftant attention to. what the Lord will pleafe todo, 
or fay; concerning us, and his Chureh.; and to leave to him-the 
dimes and the feafons, is what'I.am chiefly called to do; taking 
fare ,in the meanwhile of-fallingyinto either ditch I mean 
Anto, /peculation, whichis .carelefs of aétion, or into-the eGivs 
which, is ;deyoid of fpirituality. {I.would not have-a lamp wi 
out, oil, sand I could .not have oil without.a lamp, and a veffel-to 
shold it\in, for myfelf, and to communicate it to others. 

». I thank you, my \dear friend, for the books you have fent me. 
A read, with, great .pleafure, Ramfay’s Theological Works, which 
were quite unknown to me. My good withes attend bath your 
brothers.” Fare-you all well in,Chrift : fo prays, J.B. 


[To be concluded in the next, | . ~~ 
“a To the EDITOR. : has 
» (My dear Friend, London, March 15, 1796. 
ASI very well know, that you not only with to enlighten the 
A mind refpefting thé things which are of the greatelt import. 
@née, but ‘alfo’ to~guard your readers againit thofe dangers to which 
they ‘are’ expofed while in ee estas world, I fend you the fol 
Towing: account’ 6f the Lord’s dealings with my fifter Mrs. Sara 
‘Tarboton,’ wife of Mr. Henry Farboton, of Thorner, near L 2ds 5 
ait accoiint of whom was publifhed in the Magazine for Nov. 1988. 
“wShe was brought pp (as we all pats in the fear of God; but 


Ww } 


‘having lived ‘in ‘genteel familiés in different parts of the nati 


her'mind was more deeply depraved than’ any of my Fath fa 44 
mily: But when’ marriéd, fhe became a prudent, faithful, an cay 
"When Mr. '‘Tarboton was brought Dou at ee Ed of the Z 
truth, ds “the knew my father’s prejudice againft the | ethodifts, ~ 


: se P 


¢ became a moft determined enenty to her hufband; and being 


a wotnan of a high {pirit and a warm. temper, fhe took very grea 

itberties with him, and made his way exceedingly rough. ‘Tn thé * 

height of ber paflion, fhe once declared, that if he went any more 

among thofe people the would either kill, or lame bim. So ug 

it is, that the carnal mind is’ enmity againft God, “Notwithitand- ! 

ing Mhe'tbok tholé liberties with her hufband, and was fo greatly 
Bip Oe enraged 
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-enraged againft him, and although fhe well knew that ‘} wa8 the 
inftrument of leading him aftray, -yet fuch was her affection for 
me, that fhe never gave me an unkind word, or a cold look, ‘on 
‘that account. ig RON | 
When my father began to attend upon the miniftry of the Me- 
thodift preachers, having an high opinion of his judgment, fhe 
4was confounded, and began to-hear them herfelf. “Divine light 
fhone into her mind, conviftion took place, and the faw and felt 
-herfelf. to be a loft undone finner. She was humbled to the’ duft 
‘before the Lord, and deeply mourned at his: feet, becaufe of ‘her 
paft rebellion againft him. Soon after fhe was awakened, it plea- 
fed God to bring me and feveral of our family into the glorious 
‘liberty of his Children; but at the time this happenéd, fhe'was 
confined in child-bed, and could not attend thofe extraordinary 
dively meetings-we then were favoured with. This difappointment 
greatly. increafed her diftrefs:, We all/endeavoured'to comfort and 
-encourage her, but it was with the utmoft difficulty that fhe was 
kept from finking:into the deep waters of ‘defpair.. Indeed, con- 
fidering the extreme diftrefs of her mind, which eritirely deprived 
her of all fleep for fome time, it was little lefs than a miracle that 
ihe recovered: © But the iffues of life and death are‘in the hands 
wf the Lord, and he raifed her up again. ph) ; 
Certainly an uncommon influence attended the miniftry of the 
word at that time, and the people’s minds were fo deeply affeéted, 
that there was what fome would cal], “no little diforder among 
us :” That is to fay, dead formality had no place in our affemblies ; 
and the Lord vifited and bleffed us abundantly. In obedience to that 
word of God, ©‘ The merciful and gracious Lord hath ‘fo done 
his marvellous works, that they ought to be had in remembrance,” 
T will give fome account of the Lord’s dealings with us. y & 
~ Tremember well, one Sunday morning, the Lord fent.that now 
aged and faithful Preacher of the Gofpel, Mr. James North among 
‘us. He took thefe very affe€ting words for his text, “ Oh, that 
I knew where I might find him, that I might come. even to his 
feat !-I would order my caufe before him, and fill my mouth with 
seemcns : I would know the words which he would anfwer me, 
id underfland what he would fay unto me. Will he plead againft 
me with his great power ? No; but he would put ftrength in.me,” 
Ne KXill. 3, -.. While he read thefe. words, the mighty 
ower of God fell upon all prefent, and the confequence was,. he 
could not {peak a fingle fentence, but fat down and wept, and all 
e people did the fame ; fo that for a very confiderable time we 
all filently and very folemnly wept like Fa mentioned by the 
srophet Zachariah xii, 10,12. This was a time never to be for- 
gotten, becaufe the power of the higheft overfhadowed the congre: 
gation ; and the people rejoiced in the God of their falvation. 
~ At another time, Mr. Hofmer paid us a vifit.. It is well know 
that he. was eminently zealous im his Matfter’s fervice, and was 
% Parwt oC Aine Res GS blefled 
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bleffed with an uncommon gift of preaching: But in fervent, 
wreftling prayer, I think, he excelled all 1 ever was acquainted 
with. While he was at prayer before the fermon, the whole con- 
gregation were fo deeply affefted, that they all broke out into fer- 
, vent fupplication, or joyful praife, fo that his voice was foon loft, 
and he gave up and liftened to. the people for fome time. He 
then defired them to be filent and he would pray with them; 
they took the advice; but in a very few minutes all were as 
deeply engaged as before. Some, (but very few) {aid, * This is. 
confufion,” and quoted the Apoftle’s words, “ God is not the au- 
thor of confufion, but of peace.” But the grand end of public 
worfhip was abundantly anfwered, the people were uncommonly 
bleft, great and lafting good was done. It was a time of refrefh- 
ing from the prefence of the Lord, and his power and goodnels 
were wonderfully manifefted. 

At another time we were favoured with our valuable friend Mr. 
Thomas Taylor, who was then juft entering upon his miniftry 
amongus. His text was, “I looked, and behold, a white horfe, 
and he who fat on him had a bow ; and a crown was given unto 
him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer,” Rev. vi. 2. 
He had no fooner read the words, but the {pirit of joyful praife 
fell upon him, and upon moft of the people prefent. “His mind 
Was quite carried away from the text, and he was loft in an ecilafy 
of joy, and continued praifing and magnifying the Lord for more 
than an hour together. I remember well, that I ftood all the time 
clofe by his fide, and was fo filled with ferious, folemn, facred 
joy, that I thought it nearly impoffible for me to live any longer, 
but that my fpirit muft break its prifon and take its everlaftin 
flight. Some dry formalifts made themfelves wretched, by feeing 
ro a fo exceedingly happy. But there are not a few ferious 
Chriftians now liying, who can teftify with me (although it is now 
thirty-fix years ago) that the Lord was prefent in the power of his 
Spirit, and therefore we praifed him with joyful lips. bes 
_ I with the above to be made public, becaufe fame perfons are 
Jed to think, that the prefent revival of the work of God is at- 

. tended with fuch circumftances as were never known before — 
among the Methodifts: I beg leave to affure them that they are 
greatly miftaken. Iam no friend to any real diforder or confufion 
in, the worbhip of God: Nor would: encourage any thing wild or . 
extravagant. It certainly becomes us well, to be very prudent, 


and to condué ourfelves in the houfe of God with ferioufnefsand 


dolemnity. But lam perfuaded, that we carry our prudence to 
noc when we think that God muft needs work in fucha 
particular. way as we judge to be right, or not at all. There are 
times and feafons when the Lord certainly does go out of his com- 
mon way, fets human wifdom at defiance, pours out his Spine 
abundantly, and accomplifhes his own moft wife and gracious de- 
- figns. And although at thefe feafons it becomes ihe ininiflers of 
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.Chrift to be all eye and all ear, in order to watch over, ‘and guard 
the work, fo that nothing really wrong may finda place; yet 1 
would be well, at the fame time, to attend to the good that 1s 
done, rather than to the manner in which itis done. If precious 
fouls are really brought to God, let him have all’'the glory. 

My fifter continued in the deepeft diftrefs fora confiderable 
' time, but was at length brought to the enjoyment of a clear mant- 
feftation of the love of God to her foul, and was’ made truly 
happy. The change wrought in her was very great, and fhe 
fteadily walked in all the commandments and ordinances of God 
blamelefs for a courfe of ‘years. 

Her befetting fin was worldly-mindednefs : and although they 
profpered much in the world, yet her defires feemed ‘to increafe 
with their fubftance. She was diffatisfied with my father on ac- 
count of his Will. She.thought he had not done her juftice, and 
grieved his mind not.a little upon that head: But fhe never could 
prevail upon. him‘to alter it in her favour; for although no perfon 
whatever faid any thing to influence him in that matter, yet he was 
refolved, and fhe could not move him. Here fhe began to fuffer 
lofs, and although fhe continued as conftant as ever in all the 
means of grace, yet from this time fhe declined in inward hfe 
and liberty.. ' 

She was for fome years afflicted with a painful diforder in her 
‘bowels. After ufing a great variety of mmnocent means for its 
removal, fome very injudicious perfon advifed ber to ufe fpiritu: 
ous liquors mixed with warm water. She did fo, and found (I fup= 
pofe) a temporary relief. But this proved fatal to her.. She ufed 
them by way of medicine till fhe began to love them: and after 
having been for many years.a pattern of induftry, frugality, and 
ceconomy.; after having been one of the very beft of wives; as 
well as one of the moft affeétionate mothers, fhe was a€tually 
‘overcome (times too often to mention) with liquor. I had known 
her fo long, and fo well, to be in the fulleft fenfe of the word, 
one of the moft prudent of women, that I could not believe my 
own brother when: he told me of it; nay, it was with difficulty 
that I could believe my own eyes when I faw her, not as'I withed. 
What both my brother and myfelf fuffered on her account) “is 
only known to God. But it may fuffice to fay at prefeiit, know- 
ing her to be naturally of a melancholy turn, we greatly feared 
Jeft in a fit of defpair, when oyer-burthened' with guilt and fhame, 
‘fhe fhould come,to an untimely end. ‘ ! a 


or ‘I write the above, as afolemn warning to all who may read thefe 
lines: Let them enjoy ever fo large a meafure of grace, and the 
‘highedl degree of prudence alfo, yet let them take carethow t 2} 
begin to meddle with fpirituous liquors. It is dangerous-beyond 
all conception. O how many pious perfons have been deftroyed 
by them. Were it-proper to mention. names, ‘I could make good 
what I fay. ‘Let. Preachers of: the’ Gofpel, above all other men 
be careful what they do; left any of. them fhould be. taken! “in this 
{nate of Satan. : Bix, aa 
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.-This was one principal reafon for my leavin 
“did, and defiring to be Deawee in the teas sah Spohn 
my advice would have fome confiderable weight with her as T well 
knew that I had always a greater influence over her than ‘any other 
waste I took the firft opportunity that offered, though with un- 
peakable grief of mind, to {peak plainly, yet affectionately to 
her, about this dreadful evil. She acknowledged her guilt, and 
dnsiine Was never overcome from that time. But how did my 
eart bleed to fee my own fifter who had fo many years walked 
with God, come to me like a guilty criminal (though I had faid 
nothing to her upon that head) before the claffes met, to know if 
I would give bera ticket, if the came along with the fociety, 
Some ‘time after this the had a remarkable dream, which was 
made a great bleffing to her. There are doubtlefs divine dreams 
€ven now ; and | believe this was one, for it was attended witlva 
divine bleffing. She thought (in her dream) that the went to her 
fon Henry’s houfe, which was at a {mall diftance from her own 
When there, fuppoGing that fhe had no particular bufinefs at the 
houfe, fhe attempted to return home again ; but to her great fur- 
prize there appeared a very broad, deep river between her and her 
own houfe. . Upon looking over the river, fhe-faw her hufband’ 
(who died happy in the love of God about two years before) ftand-. 
ing on the other fide. He beckoned: to her, and faid, “ Sally. 
come hither.” She replied, “ I cannot come; there is a. great 
river between us. He called her.a fecond time, and fhe made him, 
the fame anfwer.” He then faid, “Sally, thou muft come hither??. 
She then plunged into the river, which was exceeding deep on 
that fide, and as clear_as cryflal, but was fhallow as fhe went fore. 
wards to the other fide, fo that the got fafe over... She confidered. 
this dream asa certain prefage of death, and a folemn warning 
from God to prepare for that important change. From that hour. 
her mind was deeply impreffed with eternal things, and I believe 
her dream was feldom out of her thoughts. . She began to feek the; 
Lord and his healing grace,.and never refted »till the found that 
heavenly treafure.  ~ 3° Saif 
, On Good-Friday that year, two very aged and infirm but pious, 
perions, earneltly defired me to give them the Lord’s Supper, being. 
unable, and not very willing to go to the church. Accordingly I 
gave them the facred.fymbols of our Lord’s body and blood; along 
with.a few fele& friends in my brother’s parlour. The great mafter: 
of the feaf was grasionlly prefent, and revealed himfelf to my 
poor backfliding fifter. From that time, the change wrought in her 
mind. was evident... No one who confiders this, need wonder that. 
: Apbighl y efteem the facrament, ; “en 
ar n Eater Sunday in the morning, that truly upright fervant of 


‘od,.Mr; Watfon Wild, preached at Thornef, ; An-uncommon 

attended the word, and my fifter fhared largely in the. graw 

cious thower which the Lord. fent upon the whole congregation. 

_ Nest day. upon.a peeling pvitation which we had given her to 
xt day vy; aunenee | 


‘bas come 
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come to fee us at Leeds, there being a general Love-feaft, fhe cone 
fented, and had juft got on horfe-back behind her fon. But before 
fhe was properly feated, the horfe (though he had never been 
knowh to do the like before) began to kick up, and fhe was Vi0~ 
lently thrown to the ground. She pitched upon her forehead and 
Dreaft-bone. Her forehead was dreadfully cut, and all the upper 
part of her head was quite fealped. But what was abundantly 
‘worfe, oppofite to the upper part of her breaft, the fpinal mar- 
row was bruifed. From that hour fhe had neither motion nor 
fenfation from that part of her body downward. She remained 
as dead, for fome time; and it was a confiderable time before fhe 
could be made fenfible of what had befallen her. But when fhe 
did come to herfelf, what fhe fuffered in her head and the upper 
part of her body, is not to be conceived. I faw her the next day, 
and was not a little affe€ted, to fee her in that mangled con- 
dition. As foon as I was able I endeavoured to pray with het: 
Such a deep fenfe of the prefence of God and freedom of mind 
in prayer, with power to plead and wreftle with the Lord, and 
fuch an unfhaken confidence that he would anfwer for himfelf, I 
think, I never found in all my life, except when praying for his 
Majefty when under his late affli€tion. When we arofe from 
prayer, I afked her the ftate of her mind? She anfwered, “ That 
her body and mind feemed both alike, rendered by her dreadful 
fall, infenfible.” This did not fhake my confidence at all; I was 
certain the Lord would fave her. She continued in this ftupid 
ftate for feveral days, till one day my brother was praying with 
her, and the Lord fully manifefted himfelf unto her: from that 
hour her evidence for heaven was quite clear. She lived near a 
fortnight from the time fhe fell, and bore her heavy affli€tion 
with exemplary patience, manifefting a Chriftian fpirit and temper 
in every refpeét. She had not the leaft expe€tation of a recovery, 
nor any defire of that kind; but quietly waited till the Lord fhould 
fee it good to fign her kind releafe. } | 

She died on the Sunday morning :.and.a few Chriftian friends 
being prefent juft before fhe fell afleep, the faid, “« Now the peace 
of God which paffeth all underftanding be everlaftingly with you 
all:”” and then looking towards the bed’s feet, faid, * Harry, ftay 
a little while, and 1 will go with thee,” and died. It was thought 
by fome, that as fhe had dreamed, fhe now faw her hufband’s 
happy {pirit coming to conduét her to the city of God. Whether 
it was fo or not, it appears to me not a little probable, that our » 
kind and gracious God may permit the deareft Chriftian friend 
we had upon earth, who departed before us, to-be prefent in our 
dying moments, and to conduét. us to the regions of everlafting 
reft. ae ot ST 


I have often thought, that my now happy fiffer had finned the 
fin unto death ; and am fferladea, that Uf the had not fo deeply 
difhonqured God, he never would have fufféred that dreadful mis- 
fortune to have befallen her, It is aftenifhing how the preachers 
ms - and 
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and people bore with her. I never heard that any one ever 
thought of putting her out of the Society, till the herfelf began 
to fear that I would do it. I do not fay ‘that this was right; fhe 
certainly deferved it. But I believe they all felt tender pity and 
compaflion towards her, well knowing what an example of neate 
nefs in her own perfon, and in her houfe, and how remarkably 
prudent the had always been. 

Some, perhaps, will fay, How could you fo dreadfully expofe 
your fifter, as to publifh this account ? I anfwer, I exceedingly 
loved my fifter, and her charaéter while living, was with me {a- 
cred, But, alas! She expofed herfelf. Were it not fo, the 
honour of God and the good of his caufe, is beyond every thing 
upon earth to me; fo that if one fingle foul is led to take warn- 
ing by the above narrative, my filter herfelf, when fhe comes to 
know it, will rejoice with me on that account. I know that too 
many are in extreme danger of falling into the fame {nare with 
my poor fifter, and the confideration of this, would not fuffer 
me to reff till the above account was made public. I fear that 
the pralice of felf.denial is at a very low ebb indeed among us; 
and few, remarkably few, pay any regard to it. Neverthelefs we 
mutt allow that the Apoftle was in the right when he faid, - “ If ye 
mortify the deeds of the body, ye fhall five.” And, “ They that 
are Chrift’s, have crucified the flefh with its affeétions and de- 
fires.” He alfo fpeaks of fome, with the deepeft concern, 
“ Whofe God was their belly.” And another Apoftle fpeaks of 
profeffors, ‘ Who fed themfelves without fear.” We-alfo are in 
danger from every quatter: May the good Lord enable us all to 
watch and be fober, fo that the enemy may gain no advantage 
over us. ' 

Let the aged and faithful watchmen in our Ifrael arife, and 
folemnly warn the people of their extreme danger before it be 
too late: For how many conform themfelves to the world in 
every refpef&, fo that we can fee no difference between them and 
others. és 

May the Lord pour ont his Spirit more abundantly upon us, and 
make us all veflels unto honour, fitted for the fervice of the Sanc« 
tuary above. So prays, your affeCtionate Brother, 

. . J. PAWSON. 
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LETTERS between two JEWS in Holland, 
Joszrn De L. to Israex C. 
Amfterdam, June 29, 1784. 


A. MANY thanks for your kind entertainment and tender fympa- 
- thy. Often I was.about to unbofem myfelf to you, when 
during my late vifit, you again and again enquired the caufe of 

y depreffion. I now venture it. Have pity on me, and ex. 


Mite What is ruth, before you injure yourfelf and me. Gin 
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One day. I overheard. your worthy gardener, WILLiamM, tell, 
another Chriftian fervant, that the fermon had been that morn- 
“ing on thefe words, ‘* Ye have killed the Prince of Life.” Fears 
what would become of me, if that was true, fo agitated me the 
whole night, that afier a fhort, and fuddenly interrupted fleep, I 
arofe early te.walk in your garden. There I foon met WILLIAM, 
“who, with honeft and undiflembled goodnefs, afked me, “ What 
 vexes you? Often when you imagined you was not feen, I 
* have obferved you in the garden fighing, wringing your hands, 
© and lifting up your eyes to. heaven. Are you unhappy ?” 
«As wretched as poffible.” “ How, Sir? -You are a man of 
® fortune, and being unmarried have no family diflrefs.” ‘ Yes; 
* but Lam.a Jew!” “* Well, you are not et all the worfe on 
#* that account... Thoufands of your nation live merrily.” ** But, 
‘© if itis true, what your Minifter preached yeflerday,” Wil- 
liam, leaping back fome paces, afked, full of furprize, ‘* How. 
s* know you what my Minifter preached?” “ J heard ‘you 
* tell it yefterday to Jobn.” “ Well, but (with the fame 
s breath) ‘* Peter told his countrymen, ‘* Now, brethren, I know 
“that through 1gnorance ye did tt.” * Be it fo, dear Wil- 
liam. But I, who fee ftronger proofs of your religion around 
s§me, and even in my own wandering and depreffed nation, am 
“ Jefs excufable.” “Yet the Prince of Life prayed for his 
** murderers, and commanded that to them firft sonithen of fins 
* fhould be preached. You are-of the nation beloved: for the 
s* Father’s fake.” He would have faid. more, when, feein 
you, he broke off, and whifpered-in my ear, “ My e/us Moves 
** even his murderers.” Soon after as I was flepping into a 
fkute, I tumbled, and probably fhould have been drowned, had 
not the Minifter of the village, (whom, -I -had-the day before, 
egnek my confcience, . pa you in ridiculing,) caught hold 
of ‘me with his hand. oneft man, faid J, what virtue is this, 
to refcue from death one of a nation, which killed your Prince 
of Life? He kindly replied, “* My Mafter loves even his mur- 
*.derers.”. Ivcannot expres what-I felt. when I heard thefe words 
repeated, and what anxiety has filled my mind ever fince, aoe 
Bye  Usparr C. to Josten Dy: 12". +7 #eeentiget 
HMOs WATE no ee wn a Mearfan, July 6, 1784. 

Am happy you have difcovered your fanaricil to me, and 

difenfs, whether 


to no other, “Leave it to ‘the’ leafned to’ 
the religion of Mofes, or of Jefus, or Mahomet is the bef; and 
I may have money, and wine, and pleafure, T Yang at our Rab- 
bies’ curfing thofe’ who would turn Chriftians. I lately bad a 
letter from my nephew, Samuel C. at London, with Prieley’s 
Inftitutes, and Hiftory of the Corruptions of Chriftianity, — | 
‘man exprefsly fays, that the idolatry, of _Chriflians began wi ?e 
_ -deifying Jefus. Jefus was once in high, credit; _ the flocks aré 
now falling. ‘If they fall a liwe lower, the infidels, in pet ; 


anO years, Th 


I 
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yeats, fhall canonize-Caiaphas for condemning him as a blafphe- 
mer and impoftor. This evening I drink your health and Dr. 
Prieflley’s in good champaigne. ; 
Joseru De L. to Isragr C. 
: Rotterdam, July 20,1784. 
pF nc os aete my thoughts of religion are too gloomy; but I fear 
A your’s are rath rather than confiderate.” Will God excufe our 
leaving religion to the learned ? Is it of fmall importance whe- 
ther Mofes and Jefus ‘were impoftors or ambaffadors of heayen ? 
If the laft, is he in‘no danger who rejeéts either or both ? I have: 
Jong known that Chiiffians think differently about Jefus, and 
therefore Prieftley’s books farprife me-not. The dignity of Chrift” 
however, is as little affefted by this, as Mofes’ chara@er was by 
the rebellion of Korah. ‘The’ lawfuk authority of a king ceaferh 
not when fome of his fubjeéts difpute it, or take up arms again{t 
it. ~Men’s maintaining or denying that Jefus was fent of God, or 
was the Son of God, prove nothing either way; yet from’ 
carefully reading the New Teflament, which I tell you, in con- 
fidence, I have done, I wonder that any, who would be accounted 
candid, fhould affert without blufhing, that Jefus affumed no other 
charafter than that of an excellent man. eons 
Our Law forbids giving to any creature the honour due to God 
alone. For tranfgrefling that law, the ten Tribes were led captive 
to Affyria, and Judah to Babylon. When the Jews reftored again 
to their own land, remembering their fevere, ‘though juft puntfh- 
ment, they abhiorred idolatry, and cleaved to their covenant God: 
We cannot fuppofe that he would lay {nares for them, and expofe 
them to the hazard of again worfhipping a mere creature. Every 
word or aétion which feemed to approve ‘this, would be avoided 
by a divine meffenger. , a A 
- When the Lyftrians were about to offer facrifice to Paul and 
Barnabas, thefe difciples of Jefus remonftrated, that they were 
but men. But Jefus himfelf did not thus rebuke Thomas, when 
he faid, ‘ My Lord, and my God;” or Peter, when he faid, . 
** Lord, thou knoweft all things.” His afking a young man “ Why 
ealleft thou me good ? ‘There is none good fave one, that is God ;” 
cannot be conftrued as declining divine honour : for the youn 
man had no defign to beftow it. 1 John v. fliles Jefus “The 
~ true God, -and Erernal Life,” in a plain and fimple language, i 
in immediate connection with a warning, “ Little children, kee 
rfelves from idols.’’ [1 John v. 20. 
+The apoftles defcribe Li J as the zee of Nature, John i. 1, 
2;°3..° Heb. i. 3. Eph. iii. 9. Col. i. 16; Where the fame 
>. elevated expreflions are -ufed, which Paul ufes with refpeét to the 
: fupreme God, Rom. xi. 36. They reprefent him as before all 
- things, Col. 1. 17 5 as omnifcient, John ii. 25; as afferting his 
own omniprefence, Mat. xviii. 20, and xxviti. 20. | Yea, they 
_ feruple not to call him Goo. Gop ever all bleffed for ever, Rom 
4 pxaige : ipo eg oe He 
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He {peaks of himfelf indeed John xiv. 28; Mat. xxiv, 363 
John v, 17,—-g0, as inferior to the Father, and ignorant of fome 
things. In other texts he reprefents himfelf, or 1s reprefented by 
the apoftles, as equal to the Father, and knowing all things. In 
vain it is urged, that Jefus only termed himfelf God, in the fenfe 
in. which magiftrates have their titles, Pfalm Ixxxii. When he told 
his enemies, “ My Father worketh hitherto, and I work,” as 
claiming equality with God ;. inftead of charging them with mife 
taking his meaning, he tells them he did---“ like works with, his 
Father ;” that he. was entitled to lke honour; and exificd and hved 
in the fame manner, John v. 21, 23, 26, &c. ; 

The apoftles preached Jefus to the Jews, with whom idolatry 
was treafon againft God and their conftitution ; and to Heathens, 
who were ftrongly attached to idolatry ; to both wt mapner fhame- 
fully imprudent, if they meant not that their Mafter fhould be 
worfhipped as God. I fee not therefore how Dr. Prieftley’s fcheme 
fhould pave the way for our nation becoming Chriltians. He can- 
not remove their offence at a crucified man being reprefented as 
Gop, unlefs by keeping from them the books of the New Tefta- 
ment, and perfuading them to believe, on his authority, a different 
_ account of Jefus than is there exhibited. One who, if he be only 

the fon of Mary, affumed to himfelf divine honour, whatever other 
works of the Meffiah apply to him, muft be an impoftor. But if 

e be indeed a divine Perfon, this fulfills the expeftations which 
the Old Teftament raifed of the Meffiah, as, “* Gop .with us,” . 
and “ the Lord our righteoufnefs.” If he was not God, the world 
is indebted to Mahomet for delivering fo great a part of it from the 
idolatry of honouring him as they honour God: And what fhall 
become of me, if 1 fhould acknowledge fuch a blafphemer as the 
Mefhiah? But ¢f he is indeed God, What fhall become of me? 
What fhall become of my nation? What fhall become of thofe, 

ho, calling themfeloes by his Name, debafe his dignity? Alas! 
Where | hoped to find comfort, I fink into an aby{s of doubts. : 

I find a temporary relief in unbofoming to you my perplexity, - 
Yet, alas, how imperfe&t! My friend laughs at all religion, and 
what comfort can I expe&t from him > fometimes think of 
writing to. your nephew, S. C. who is fo learned in our religion, 
and, like Mofes Mendelfoon, feems to have embraced it on ex. 
amination, May I venture this? Dare I confide in his fecrecy 

d tolerant {pirit? Or, is there any danger left he expofe mo, 


intreat your advice. 


. Asragyi C. to Joserm De L. . 
Maarfan, O&. 3, 1785... 
I Am no longerdifpofed to laugh at religion, or to plead. that 
& Chriftianity has no comforts in death. I witneffed the laft mos 
ments of my’ worthy gardener, and with I may die his death; 
and if there is happinefs in another life, this difciple of Jefus is 
afluredly happy. When‘the Phyfician told him, he was in exe 
2 treme 


iy 
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ror The Healing of the Paralytic; gor 


~- &reme danger. ‘“ How,” (faid he) ** can that be, when God is my 


_ “§ Father, Jefus my Redemer, heaven my country, and death the 


~ 


“* meflenger of peace ? The greateft rifk I run is to die; but to 
oe die i$ to enter into cUniplete and endlefs blifs.””. Next follows 
his edifying converfation with the infidel Phyfician, and witha 
Soeiniai gentleman. His laft words were, “I die; but what 


* © need that trouble me ? My Jefus is the true God, and eternal 


** dite.’ I could not but impart what, according to your tafte 


- and ideas, muft be interefting. You fee, I can be ferious, 


IsraEt C. 


Refleftions on the Healing of the PARALY TIC? Matt. ix. 2. 
{ Extra&ed from a late eminent Writer. ] 


S Sue good neighbours and friends of this unhappy*man, it 

feems, who by the nature of his difeafe was rendered inca- 
ate of helping himfelf, were fo kind as to carry him, between 
our of them, where they knew he might have relief, For it is 
plain, by the pains they took, that they had no doubt but Chrift 
could and would heal him, if they could only contrive to place 
fuch a fpeétacle before his eyes. But here was the difficulty, For 
upon bringing their burden to the houfe, they found fuch a crowd 
of people even about the door, that there was no room for a fingle 
perfon more to get in, much lefs for four, with fo ponderous and 
¢cumbrous a load. What therefore is to be done? Shall they 
give it ovér, and return without having accomplifhed that for 
which they came? A lukewarm charity would have done fo, 
contenting itfelf with the effort it had made, and concluding it 
impoffible to do any thing more. But thefe men were not to be 
difcouraged. They thought therefore of an expedient, and imme- 
diately put it in praétice, the relation of which we cannot fo well 
underftand, without confidering that the houfes in the eaftern 
countries were built very low, and. with a flat roof, in which there 
was a kind of trap door, as the inhabitants often ufed to go up 
from within, and fpend fome time upon the houfe top. The 
friends of the fick man therefore having contrived to raife the 
bed to the roof (as it was not unufual to have a paflage likewife 
by ftairs on the outfide of the houfe,) they broke open the afore. 
mentioned door ‘that was therein (faftened probably on the infide,) 


and let down the bed, fulpended by ropes, into the midft of the 


alfembly, before Peak 
The meek an gracious Redeemer was not at all offended at 


being thus interrupted, but highly approves the fa:thof thofle who 
had fuch confidence in him, as to let no difficulues and difcourage- 


; pene prevent their laying the fick man at-his feet, in order to 


the obtaining of a cure. So much doth an operating, fteady, per- 

fevering faith avail, not only for ourfelyes, but likewile tor. our 
_ poor 
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poor fick brethren and neighbours; whom it is our duty to TC- 
fent to Chrift by our prayers, as the friends of the man fick of . 
the pally prefented him. For here is nothing mentioned about hes 
faith, but only. that of his bearers —‘* Jefus feeing their faith.” 
be duty of interceding for the afflicted —incumbent on all — 
cannot be more forcibly recommended by this circumftance of 
_ the miracle before us. Nor indeed will it ever be known, till the 
day of judgment, how many thoufand bleffings both temporal and 
fpiritual have been brought down by the effectual fervent prayers 
of the faithfal on the heads of fuch as, like the poor Paralytic, 
could not pray for themfelves. . ; 
And now it might be expeéted, that Jefus would by the word 
of his power command the fick man immediately to “arife and 
“walk” But inftead: of addrefling him upon'the fubjeé of his 
bodily diforder, he fays to him —; Son, be of good cheer ;. thy 
** fins be forgiven thee.” Here was the proof of an able and ex- 
perienced Phyfician, who would not fkin the wound over, but 
firike dire@ly at the root, and remove the caufe of the malady, 
which was fz. For had man never finned, he had never. been 
fick. Sicknefs is a part of the curfe inflifted on difobedience ; 
and thither the Pfalmift has taught us to recur in all our vifitations 
—faying, *“‘ When thou with rebukes doft chaften man for fin, 
thou makeft his beauty to confume away, like as it were a moth 
fretting a garment. Every man therefore,” becaufe every man 
has finned, “* is but vanity,” a creature of no ftability and ftrength, 
but prefently fretted and worn down by ficknefs, as the beft and 
faireft cloth is, when the moth has once got into it.’ He theres 
fore that. would be healed of his ficknefs, fhould apply for the 
pardon of his fins.’ And to whom fhould he go for a perfeét cure 
of both, but to him who firft “ faid to the fick of the palfy, Son, 
thy fins are forgiven thee ;” and then =‘ Arife, take up thy bed, 
and go to thine houfe? ” aoe oe 
But, alas, the remiffion of fins by Jefus Chrift, though the 
greateft and moft glorious of all the divine mercies, and the ground. 
and foundation of the reft, yet being not like a cure wrought on, 
the body, outward, and vifible, and perceivable by the fenfes, is: 
often lightly fet by and fcoffed at by proud and worldly men, As 
in the cafe before us, no fooner had Chrift faid, * thy fins are. 
forgiven thee,” but “ certain of the Scribes and Pharifees,” “who 
were prefent, ‘ began to reafon in their hearts —‘ Who is this. 
that fpeaketi blafphemies? Who can forgive fins but God-only ?”” 
Who indeed? But does it follow, thou blind and envious Phari- 
fee, that he blafphemeth who came into the world, as the law and, 
the prophets foretold he fhould, to “ fave his people from their, 
fins,” and who fhewed himfelf poffeffed of almi ty power by 
the works he daily and hourly wrought in the flreets of Jerufalem! - 
It is true, doubtlefs, tnat God only can forgive fins. But why . 
then is not the only juft and right conclufion drawn, viz. that he 
who does forgive them by his own power, and who demonflrates 
: to 


» 
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to fenfe that he does fo, by removing the pains and penalties in- 
lifted on their account — that he, I fay, is very Gop, though 

€ appears in the form of a man — “God manifeft'in the flefh, to 
deftroy the works of the devil ?” 

But fuch was the exceeding hardnefs of thefe men’s hearts, that 
though Chrift vouchfafed them two moft convincing proofs of his 
divinity, yet neither fo believed they on him. Firft, he anfwered 
to their thoughts, thereby fhewing himfelf'to be one “ who fearch- 
eth the hearts and reins,” the peculiar prerogative of God, ‘“ Jefus 
knowing their thoughts, faid, Wherefore think ye evil in your 
hearts?” Secondly, by releafing the fick man, in a moment, and 
by a word {peaking, from a difeafe infli@ed as a punifhment for 
fin, he demonftrated to all the world the uthority and power he 
had to pronounce the fentence, ** Thy Tae are forgiven thee,” 
** Whether,” fays he, “is eafier to fay, Thy fins are forgiven 
thee, or to fay, Arife, and walk?” Both, blefled Jefus, are 
equally impoffible to any one but a God of almighty power, and 
infinite mercy, who firft made man, and then redeemed him, 
Such therefore we acknowledge thee to be who faidit —~ That 
ye may know the fon of man hath power on earth to forgive fins 
— Arife, take up thy bed, and go to thine houfe.” z. ¢. You fhall 
fee a divine power go along with my words to heal an outward and 
vifible difeafe of the body, that ye may no longer doubt of a 
fame divine power going along with them to work the inward an 
{piritual cure of the foul by the remiffion of fins. Accordin ly no 
Tooter were the words fpoken but the fick man inftantly “ arofe, 
took up that whereon he tas, and departed to his houfe,” no longs 
mute, but “ glorifying God,” perhaps in the words of the Cini 
pfalm, for words better adapted to his ‘cafe cannot be conceived 
— “ Praife the Lord, O my foul, and all that is within me praifé 
his holy name, Praife the Lord, O my foul, and forget not all 
his benéfits: Who forgiveth all thy fins, and healeth all thine 
infirmities.” ~It muft be confidered, that bodily difeafes, us they 
were introduced by fin, fo are they piétures and reprefentations | 
of .correfponding diforders produced by the fame fin in our fouls 
which thereby aegis fabjeét to the fever of anger, the drop 
of covetoulnefs, the /epro/y of uncleannefs, ‘the lunacy of am- 
bition, and, among other maladies, to the pal/y of {piritual floth 
and liftlef{nefs in things pertaining to the work of our falvation, 
This is the laft of thofe called “the feven deadly fins ;” and 
when it feizes upon the man, it takes away the ule of his powers — 
and faculties in matters {piritual, exaétly as the palfy does in mat» — 
ters temporal. His nerves are unf{lrung, and he is under an abfo- 

. late inability to work out his falvatidn, and walk in the way of 
God's coinmandments, His hands can neither be lified up to. 
heaven in devotion, or firetched out to the poor in charity. His 
feet cannot fupport or carry him forward in a courfe of holy duties, 
His tongue cleaves :to the roof of a, “ fire apis oA 
pray raifes to God, or inftru comfort, réprove, - 
bad re int wt 8 2 exhort 
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exhort his neighbour. His underflanding likewife is dull and 


heavy, when the dofirines of falvation are propofed to it; his 
memory retaineth not divine truths; and the vigour of his fpirit 
is departed. His will is chained down to the creature, nor can 
by any human means be difengaged from the earth : and what is 
worft of all, the man labouring under this mental or intelle@ual 
palfy, and brought down by it to the gates of eternal death, feems 
to himfelf all the while to thrive and flourifh, becaufe he has per- 
haps riches, and honours, and pleafures in poffeffion, and can bafk 
himfelf in the funfhine of this world, faying to his poor foul in 
this moft wretched condition, “ Soul, thou haft goods laid up for 
many years; take thine eafe, eat, drink, and be merry.” But 
fuffer not, O man, the world and the good things thereof to de- 
ceive thee to thy deflruétion.. They may increafe the diforder, 
and haften thy miferable end. Thy true condition can only be 
judged of by the ftate of thy foul. Turn thine eyes inward, and 
ee whether the defcription juft given.belongs to it. If it does, 
then behold and acknowledge thy pi€ture in ‘ the man fick of 
the palfy lying on a bed;” and thou wilt prefently. cry out, if 
thou art not quite overcome of the diftemper, ‘* O wretched man 
that I am! who fhall deliver me from the body of this death ?” 
I anfwer — yea, thou wilt return anfwer to thyfelf, if thou cons 
fidereft this miracle aright—“ I thank God, through Jefus Chrift 
eur Lord.” 

For. by the wonderful cure wrought upon the body of this poor 
man, we are taught where to have recourfe when the palfy has 
feized the foul. He who faid, ‘“ Arife and walk,” faid likewife, 
* Thy fins be forgiven thee ;”? and his word was with ae power 
in both cafes.’ Nor is it poffible that he who vouchfated to heal 
the more bafe and ignoble. part of man, his body, fhould negle& 
his precious and immortal foyl. All therefore that are {piritually 
“fick of the palfy” mutt apply to Chrift. No difficulties and 
difcouragements muft deter’ them, If they are not able to go to 
him of themfelves by repentance and faith, a them beg the af. 
fiftance of kind rif charitable friends, who may dire& and con« 
vey them to him by godly counfel and advice, and by their sper 
ers. And furely, if the fon of man on earth, ih his mortal and 
afflifed ftate of humiliation, had power'to forgive fins, with how 
much greater confidence may finners approach him now that he 
has died and rifen again for them, and fitteth on the throne of 
_ glory and grace, invefted with all the rights and powers of a ie 


and interceffor for evermore? Moft certainly, whofoever comelht ; 


or is brought to him, in full faith and confidence of his mere 


\ 


and power, as Gop THE Saviour, fhall in no wife'be ph? | * 


but fhall be made whole of his plague. He {hall hear the voice 
of jefus faying to him by his ae and by the teftimony of his 
con{cience through the Holy Ghoft —— “Son, be of good cheer; 
thy fills be forgiven thee.” ” . SO NehrGe 
‘ } Pea is fit : The : 
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The reality of the cure of the fpiritual palfy will be demon. 
ftrated to all the world, exaétly, as that performed upon the body 
of the Paralytic was by what followed when Chrift had fpoken 
thefe words to him. Straightway “ he arofe, took up that where. 
on he lay, and” (regardlefs of the cenfures and calumnies of the 
fcribeg and pharifees) * departed to hg boule glorifying God,” 
the people around him doing the fame. This will be the procefs 
with every one, who by the mighty power and infinite mercy of 
the Redeemer is healed, upon application to him, of his inability 
to good, his floth, and liftleffnefs, his criminal attachment to the 
creature. He will arz/e forthwith, and as it were ftand upright, 
fhewing that he now enjoys the ufe of his powers and faculties, 
and is in a pofture to execute the will of God. “He who cannot 
rife and ftand upright, but either continues groveling on the earth, 
or falls back as foon as he gets up, Is not yet cured of his f{piri- 
tual palfy. The finner’s bed is every thing which he loves, and in 
which he finds his reft and fatisfaétion upon earth; his criminal 
inclinations, and the objeéts of his paflions: a true conyerfion 
takes up and carries away every thing of this nature.” And now 
being thus arifen, in fome fort, from the dead, the man begins to. 
lead a new life, a life of vigour and adtivity, fetting forward in the 
path of life, the way of God’s commandments, to “ go to his 
houfe” not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. Nor will 
he fuffer himfelf to be ftopped in his progrefs by the fheers, and 
{coffs, and calumnies of thofe, who have in them the fpirit of the 
{cribes and pharifees, and are ever ready to detraét from the glory 


of Chrift, and to laugh at the remiffion of fins, and the converfion 


of the finner. None of thefe things will move the true penitent 
from his purpofe, or prevent his ‘ glorifying God,” openly and 
before men, tor his ‘mercy and goodnefs towards him, in his T+ 
demption from the guilt and power of fin through his Saviour 
Chrift. -The confequence of which will be, that others will be 
led thereby to give glory to the God of heaven, for the mighty 
and wonderful work that be hath done, in reftoring health and 
falvation to a difeafed and loft foul, For furely nothing but great 
blindnefs of mind, want of faith, and love of this life, can make 


“men rejoice more at a bodily cure, than at the converfion of a 


foul from fin to righteoufnefs ; a work, which is indeed {piritual 
and invifible, and for that reafon perhaps the lefs regarded; but it 
is a work that far furpaffes all the miracles wrought upon matter 
---- a work, to accomplifh which, the Son of God died; and to 
celebrate which, the angels tune their golden harps to everlafting 
hallelujahs --- ‘ Chrift Jefus came into the world to fave finners :”’ 


* and “there is joy in heaven, among the angels of God, over one 


finner that repenteth.” Which joy therefore let us labour to in- 
creafe, while it is in our power, by arifing from all floth and in- 


% aétivity of fpirit, and walking in all holinefs and righteoufnefs, 


without being weary or faint in our minds, until we comegsto the , 
~ home and houfe of eternal reft, through him who fays to every 


_ true 


‘ 


305 Account of Thomas Ludford. ~ —: 


true penitent and fincere believer, in the perfon ‘of the man fick ‘ 
of the palfy---- Son, be of good cheer: thy fins be forgiven™ 
thee. Arife, take up thy bed, and go to thine houfe.” 
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An Account of Tuomas Luprorp, of Barwell: 


[ By Mr. Lonctey. | 
HOMAS LUDFORD was born at Barwell in Leicefier- 


fhire. in.17403; and ata proper age was put apprentice to a 
Frame-Work Knitter. His mafter being a civil moral man, com- 
peiled him to attend the Church, and read a few chapters in the 
Bible every Lord’s-day ; he likewife,.as much as poffible, re- 
ftrained him from bad company, for which mercy Thomas often 
_expreffed great thankfulnels to God. In 1759, he married, and 
was diligent in bufinefs in order to fupport his family. At this 
time he fuppofed, that going to Church, and labouring for his 
wife and children, was all the Religion which God required of 
him. : 

The Rev. Mr. Bowers having obtained the Curacy of Hinkley, 
and pteaching the truth as it isin Jefus, occafioned many ftrange 
reports to be fpread through the country concerning both himfelf 
and the doétrine he delivered, which coming to the ears of Thomas, 
his curiofity was excited to hear this new do&rine; which he did | 
accordingly, and found it to be the Word of Life to his foul. To 
ufe his own expreffions, “ As foon as I faw Mr. Bowers afcend 
the pulpit, he feemed to me as an angel of light, and the words 
that dropt from his lips came to my: heart, and were as a nail 
faftened in a fure place by the mafter of affemblies. Mr. Bowers 
Jaboured much for our good, and not only preached at the ufual: 
hours on the Lord’s-day, bat likewife on Wednefday evenings 5 
and at other times gave us chriftian inftruétions at bis own room, 
Hearing him preach from 1 Cor. i. 26, --- 29, 1 was fully con- 
vinced of my own foolifhnefs and weaknefs, and faw that I had 
no caufe to glory in my morality ; all my righteoufnefs appeared.as 
filthy rags: and I was fenfible, that without a better righteouf- 
ne{s than my own, I could not be faved; this made me cry to 
God, day and night, for mercy. Mr. Bawers gave me a Buible,: 

" Allein’s Alarm, and other gstd books, and 1 took great delight . 
in reading them; I likewife fet up family worfhip in my houfe, 
and walked circumfpe&ly before the Lord.” - > “e.g 

When Mr. Bowers was removed from Hinkley it was a fevere 

Jofs to Thomas, and for which he greatly mourned. For fome 
time he walked. once a month to hear Mr, Bowers at. A fhby 3 but 
it being ten miles off, atter a while he began to tire,of the journey,: 
and to be indifferent about Religion. In this fallen fate he con- 
‘tinued for fome years. In 1781, the Methodifts began to preach | 
in Barwell; but it was a confiderable time befere he would fubmit A 
( ‘ ‘ ; De ; ; to : 
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& to hear them 3 and although a few of his neighbours fet up a Prayer- 
3 Meeting in a houfe adjoining to his own, yet he would not unite 
with them. Neverthelefs, at fome feafons, he refleéted greatly 
upon himfelf for his unfaithfulnefs and backfliding trom God, and 
called to remembrance his former experience, when the Lord in 
mercy vifited his foul, 
_. Being at length weary of wandering fon God, he awoke out 
prot the {nares of the wicked one; and in 1788, both he and his 
_ wife joined the Society. He found the Clafs-Meetings of great 
advantage ‘to his foul, and would frequently fay, * O the {weet 
a confolations communicated to me in.Clafs-Meetings: By thefe 
_, means i was brought to fee into the depth and height of ‘the 
ot Love of God in Chrift Jefus; and alfo, the depth of inbred fin 
“in my heart; the deceittulnefs and vanity of the world, and the 
devices of Satan. Such are the happy effeéts of Clafs-Meet. 
im ings. He now received the people of God, and the means of* 
Grace into his houfe, which proved an additional bleffing to him, 
He frequently exhorted others to fear and love God, that they 
might experimentally know the forgivenefs of their fias, througla 
the redemption which is in Chrift Jefus. 
He bore his laft ficknefs with much patience and refignation, 
and was never heard to murmur or repine from firft to lait. I 
vilited him fondry times during his afilittion, and had the fatis- 
fa€tion to find that he had neither fear nor doubt upon his mind — 
re[peéting his prefent acceptance with God. — He cunverfed with 
pleafure on‘ his approaching: diffolution, faying, * If I had the 
us great work now to do, what would become of me? But lory 
“be to Ged! He js mine, and I am. his.” -He was afflifted with 
violent fits of coughing, and would frequently fay, when one of 
thefe were paft, « Glory be to God, I have one lefs to go through ;* 
and in the evening, «1 am one day nearer the kingdom of God.”* 
When looking at his emaciated body, he faid, ‘* This mortal fhall 
*“* put on immortality, The fting of death is removed: O grave! , 
** where is thy vidtory.” The peace and joy which he felt on 
contemplating the bleffednefs prepared for him above, made him 
cry out, Bie . 
** There is my houfe and portion fair!” é 
- My Treafure; and my Heart is there, 
And my abiding home: 
ek. " For me, my. elder Brethren ftay, 
_ And Angels beckon me away, 
And Jesus bids me come!’”’. 


_ On-the Thurfday before his deceafe, I found him: ik 
- weak; the affliGion of his body oppreffed his mind, ‘and he cou! 

~ not ftay it upon the Lord fo comfortably as before ; he faid, “ I 
_ * cannot think fo fteadily as I did. When I want to get my mind 
__“ up to the Lotd, it wanders, 1 would fein flay my foulupon. 
bum as wlual. Will the Lerd' be difpleafed, think ea He. 
weer eee * knows 


~ 
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* kpows my defire.” I endeavoured torent pase him, and afte® | 


{inging and prayer he was a little comforted. Next aby, a cloud 
feemed to interpofe for fome time, but he earneftly befought the 
Lord to lift upon him the light of his countenance, and obtained 
a gracious anfwer. By faith he beheld the bleffed Redeemer, as 
it were, beckoning with his hand, and faying; “ Friend; come up 


“hither.” This was twice manifefled to him; which caufed him 


to cry out, from the fulnefs of his foul, “1 know that my Ree 


«<< deemer liveth; and am able to-rejoice in glorious hope of ime — 


«* mortality !” A friend coming in; afd finding him in fuch, 
a bleffed frame of mind, faid, “1am almoft ready to envy your. 
“* happinefs ;*” Thomas replied, “* They whoare lett behind, have 


** only afew more troubles to encounter in the field of battle.”*. 


To another friend, he faid, ‘* We have often taken {weet tounfel 
“ together, and walked to the houfe of God as friends.” ,» One 
obferving, that he was a poor affli€ted creature; he anfwered, 
* Why do you call mea poor creature, when I am going to 
“heaven?” All his neighbours who called to fee him, he 
earneftly exhorted to prepare to meet God. = 

On Saturday, he continued bleffing and praifing God for all his 
mercies vouchfafed unto him; frequently crying out, “ Glory be 
** unto his Name, he hath laid no more upon me than he enables 
“me to bear. One moment in the Realms of Glory, will make 
** amends for all this affli€tion.” Being afked, What he wanted ? 
He replied, ‘* Nothing but Jesus.” Upon requefting his friends 
to pray and praife, they enquired, What fhall we pray for? He 
an{wered, “ For faith and patience, till my. change doth come.” 
On the Sabbath-day, (June 9, 1793,) while Mr. John Barber ° 
was at prayer with him, he departed in peace to an eternal Sab- 
bath of Reft. | He was an indulgent hufband, a tender parent, 
a loving neighbour, and a man of peace. 


- THOMAS LONGLEY. 
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Hinkley, July 1, 1799. 
PP PLP LILI DD DI DL : 
Surprifing Effefts which followed a Concussion of the BRAIN. 


Abate have occurred where patients, either in confequence of 
accidents or of difeafes, have forgotten the events of the latter 
part of their life, and recolleéted what happened to them in their 
youth. A curious inftance of this nature happened to a man who 
was brought to St. Thomas’s Hofpital with a Concuffion of the 
Brain. By proper treatment he recovered ; but it was obferved, 
that though he converfed with the attendants, it was in a language 
which none of them underftood, . A Welch milk-woman coming 
into the Ward, and hearing bim {peak, entered into converfation ‘ 
with him ¢ ---- It was then foynd that he was by birth a Welchman, 
but had left his country during his youth, and had entirely forgotien 
his native tongue, In the courfe of thirty years which he had 
lived in England, be {poke th¢ Englith languagealone: Since the 
3 eey 2 "accident 
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accident he had received, he only remembered the events of his 
_ younger years, which he had entirely forgotten before he received 
the injury jn his head ; But the Englith language, and the occur- 


rences of the later years of his life he had totally fargoiten. 


[From a Differtation on the Univerfe, by M?. Saumerez, (Surgeon to th 
Magdalen Hofpital :) 1795. ba ag Peep Pe 
PPP LILI II LIED LD PP LD 
; Method of Keeping and Preferying Eqcs, 

pr into a tub or yeffel, one bufhel of quick-lime, thirty-two 
ounces of falt, eight ounces of cream of tartar, and mix the 
fame together, with as much water as will reduce the compafition, 
or mixture, to that confiftence that it will caufe an Egg, pat into 
it, to {wim with its top juit above the liquid ;. then put.and keep 
the Eggs therein. This method, it is faid, will teferve Egos 

perfeétly found for the {pace of two years at the leall. ; 


PLL LLY 


On the Erernity of GOD, 


ROM earth’s low profpeéts and deceitful aims, . 

* From wealth’s allurements, and ambition’s dreams, 
The lover’s raptures, and the hero’s views, Pee 
All the falfe joys miftaken man purfues ; 

The fchemes of fcience, the delights of wine, 
Or the more pleafing follies of the Nine ! 
Recal, fond Bard, thy long-enchanted fight, 
Deluded with the vifionary light! . 
‘A nobler theme demands thy facred fong, 
A theme beyond or man’s or angel’s tongue ! 
But oh, alas! unhallow’d and profane, 
How fhalt thou dare to raife the heav’nly ftrain ?. 
Do tbou, who from thy altar’s living fire , 
Haiah’s tuneful lips didft once infpire, 
Come to my aid, celeftial Wifdom, come ; 
From my dark mind difpel the doubtful gloom : 
My paffions ftill, my purer breaft inflame, 
To fing that God from whom exiftence came ; 
Till heav’n and nature in the concert join, 
‘And own the Author of their birth divine. 

' ~ Whence fprung this glorious frame! or whence arof 
The various forms the univerfe compofe ? j 
From what Almighty Caufe, what myftic {prings 
Shall we derive the origin of things ? 

Sing, heav’nly Guide! whofe all-efficient light 
. Drew dawning planets from the womb of night! 
_ Since reafon, by thy facred di€tates taught, 
Adores a pow’r beyond the reach of thought. >» 
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Firft Caufe of caufes! Sire fupreme of birth! 
Sole light of heav’n! acknowledg’d life of earth! 
Whofe Word from nothing call’d this beauteous whole, 
» ‘Phis wide expanded All from pole to pole! 
. Who fhall preferibe the boundary to Thee, 
‘Or fix the zra of eternity ? \ ‘ 
_ Should we, deceiv’d by error’s {ceptic glafs, 
Admit the thought abfurd ---- that Nothing was ! 
Thence would this wild, this falfe conclufion flow, 
That Nothing rais’d this beauteous All below! 
When from difclofing darknefs {plendor breaks, 
Affociate atoms ‘move, and matter {peaks, 
When non-exiftence burfts its clofe difguife, 
How blind. are mortals ---- not to own the fkies! 


If one vaft void eternal held its place, 
Whence ftarted time ? or whence expanded fpace ? 
What gave the flumb’ring mafs to feel.a change ?_ 
Or bid confenting world harmonious range ? 
Could nothing link the univerfal chain ? 
_ No, ’tis impoffible, abfurd, and vain! 
Here reafon its eternal Author finds, 
The whole who regulates, unites, and binds, 
Enlivens matter, and produces minds! 
Ina€tive Chaos fleeps in dull repofe, 
Nor knowledge thence,’ nor free volition, flows! 
A nobler faurce thofe pow’rs ethereal fhow, 
By which we think, defign, refle&, and know; 
Thefe from a caufe fuperior date their rife, 
* Abftra& in effence from material ties.” 
An origin immortal, as fupreme, 
From whole pure day, celeftial rays! they came: 
- In whom all poffible perf »€tions fhine, 
Eternal, felf-exiftent, and divine! 


From this:great {pring of uncreated might! 
This all-refplendent orb of vital light; 
- Whence all created beings take their rife, 
Which beautify the earth, or paint the fkies! 
Profufely wide the boundlefs bleffings flow, i ane 
Which heav'n enrich, and gladden worlds below} ~. 
Which are no lefs, when properly defin’d, 
Than, emanations of th’ Eternal Mind! 
Hence triumphs truth beyond obje€tion clear 
(Let unbelief attend and fhrink with fear!) 
That what for ever was ---- muft furely be - 
Beyond commencement, and from period free ; 
Drawn from himfelf his native excellence, | 
His date eternal, and his {pace immenfe! 
And all of whom that man can comprehend, ss —S ? 
Js, that he ne’er begun, nor ne’er fhall end, © 
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* In him from whom exiftence boundlefs flows, | 
Let humble faith its facred truft repofe : 

Affur’d, on his eternity depend, 

“ Eternal Father! and eternal Friend!” 

Within that myftic circle fafety feek, 

No time can leffen, and no force can reak 5 
And, loft in adoration, breathe his praife, 

High Rock of ages, ancient Sire of days! 


Thus recogniz’d, the {pring of life and thought ! 
Eternal, felf-deriv’d, and unbegot ! 
Approach, celeftial Mufe, th’ empyreal throne, 
And awfully adore th’ exalted One! 

In nature pure, in place fupremely free, 

And happy in effential unity | 

Blefs’d in himfelf, had from his forming hand 
No creatures fprung to hail his wide command; 
Blefs’d, had the facred fountain ne’er run o’er, 
A boundlefs fea of blifs that knows no fhore ! 


Exalted Pow’r invifible, fupreme, 
Thou fov’reign, fole unutterable Name! 
As round thy throne thy flaming feraphs ftand, * 
And touch the golden lyre with trembling band ; 
Too weak thy pure effulgence to behold, 
With their rich plumes their dazzled eyes infold; 
Tranfported with the ardors of thy praife, _ 
The holy! holy! holy! anthem raife! 
To them refponfive, let creation fing, 
Thee, indivifible eternal King! ~ ; 
. [Bovss.} 
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Love of So_itupe, and VANITY of WORLDLY PLEASURE. 
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‘ X J HILE others, loft in pleafure’s guilty round, © 
Blaft the glad feafon of their fleeting youth, © 
Let me in folitary joys abound, ee 
Fond of the paths of Piety and Truth : i ent 
Give me in Wispom’s volume to defcry . 
The myfteries of Love and Grace divine, 
By Scripture taught, with penetrating eye 
‘To fcan the world aright, and ---- to refign. 


Deluded world! infatuated throng ! 
iy fpurn the treafure that no force deftroys, 
Nor fee the baneful weed that lurks among 
The.faireft bloom of your embitter'd joys. _ 
Amid the clamours of the loudeft mith, 
. Thoughts in unwelcome guife will oft have. part, 
Will promp the wih, the’ involuntary figh, 
~ And roule refleétion in the gayelt heart, 
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Bear me, ye guardians of the mind fincere, - 
To fcenes fequefter’d from the haunts of men; 
The penfive foul with ev’ry grace prepare, » 
Sacred to Viitue and her blifsful train : : 
With thefe conveérfing, and by thefe renew d, 
Ne’er fhall-I feel ambition’s lawlefs fway, 
But in the peths my earlieft fteps purfu’d, 
In fearch of W1spom’s Pleafures fafely flray. 


Come, holy Wispom, favourite gift of Gop ! 
With thine attendant grace, Humility ; 
Defcend, bright Vifitant !.and make abode 
Where mufeful Melancholy waits for thee. 
Ah, what avails fair India’s fhining ftore, 
The purple treafures.of the gorgeous Eaft ? 
What joy, to quit the-charms of regal power, Ft 
To dwell with thee, thou foul-enlightening gueft ! 


Not the attra&tive voice of worldly fame, 
Nor fyren found of dalleft flattery, 
Could tempt my heart thy labours to difclaim, 
Or flight the bleffings that belong to thee, 
How has my foul in fecret wifh preferr’d 
The lonely walk and folitary thade, 
The painted vanities of life abhorr’d, 
And all the pageantry that pomp difplay‘d! 
oylefs the gilded equipage I view’d, 
J The dull oe a fentelels fhow; 
The world’s gay path without delight purfu’d, 
Nor felt the tranfports that from grandeur flow. 
Slave to the wretched world’s impoling forms, : 
See Sacharifla deck’d-in gold-bracade 5 — 
Sbe owns that grandeur has no real charms, x 
And fighs for virtue in the fylvan fhade. a 
= [Mre. Cowrer.] 
"a PLP PALL P DLL LD 2 
VeERses TO Lapy ——. 
Ae haplefs maid! whofe virtues, once thy.own, , 
A. The luitre of thy brilliants far outfhone ; — 
Couldft thon awhile thy waken’d felf attend, 
And fee where all thefe fhort-liv’d glories end; — 
Couldit thou for once the circling crowd exclude, 
And tafte the joys of guiltlefs folitude, ite 
Where Wispom roams her filent haunts among,. 
And Contemplation mocks the giddy throng; 
Where peacetyl Icenes each ruder fenfe controu}, 
And the “'ftill voice” awaits the humble foul Be 
There, * *, would thy confeious mind eno, ts. ee 
Thofe heart-felt pleafures that can never cloy ; | COS be 2, 
There, peaceful once again, thy foul fhould feel i a 
Joys that the world can neither give nor fleal,  ~ a ae rs 
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REASONS ror METHODISM 
[ Continued from page 269. |} 
. LE TPER’ Til. 
- Dear Sir, 
"PT CHE Subftance of what I offered to your confideration in my 


. fecond Letter, may be briefly fummed up in the following 


Mankind come into the world in a depraved and. fallen con~ . 


dition; as long as they continue in their natural ftate, they are at 
enmity with God, and would have for ever remained the fubjeéts 
of his wrath and: punifhment, had not Jefas Chrift given himfelf 
up as a facrifice for the fins of the world, and by his death and 
mediation reconciled God to man. _In order to make this atone- 
ment effe€tual to our Salvation, it is requifite.that we repent and 

have faith in the mercy 


believe ; that is, that we forfake fin, an d 
of God through Chrift. This we are unable to do without the 
grace and afliftance of the Divine Spirit ; and after all we have 
done or can do, we are fill rofitable fervants, and can only 
hope for pardon and acceptance through the merits of a Re- 
deemer. ; ; ate 
You will now perhaps be ready to fay with many others, that 
all this may be very right, and as far as you know conformable to 
the obvious fenfe of Scripture, but you fee no reafon afligned 
from any thing I have yet advanced, why I fhould have joined 
the Methodift Conneftion. You will tell me (what I very well 
knew before) that.thefe doétrines are all of them inculcated in the 


_ Articles of our Church, in the Homilies, and in the Form of 


Prayer ufed in Divine Service. You will add moreover, that our 
Minifters generally enforce them from the Pulpit, and that the 
flile and language of their difcourfes are calculated to imprefs 
them on the minds of their hearers. ‘* Why therefore fhould 
you leave the Church and unite yourfelf with a particular feét, 
whofe principles of Religion are fimilar to thofe in which you bave 
been educated, and which you at prefent profeffedly adopt?” 
‘This then is the quéftion in point. 1 fhal]l endeavour to an- 


 fwer it fully and unequivocally; and 1 have no doubt but that 


the kandid part of mankind, though they may not embrace my 
opinions, will at leaft give me credit for the fincerty of my 


dntentions. ; 
, With 


US 
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With refpe&t to my leaving the Church, the charge is, entirelp- 
groundlefs ; for fo tar am J from deferting it, that if my life be 
{fpared, I fhall be more punétual in my attendance there than I 
have been for many years paft. And my reafon for this is, that 
I admire that {pirit of piety and devotion which runs through the 
greateit part of the Service,,1 accord heartily with the dottrines 
of the Church, and I think it expedient for each individual, if he 
can do it with a fafe confcience, to ‘contribute his fupport to the 
religious eftablifhment of that country in which he is born and 
educated, and under the government of which he lives free and 
happy. 

Bae my reafons for. enrolling myfelf as a member of the Metho~ 
dift Society, are of a far different nature, and operate fo power- 
fully on my mind, as not to leave me the fmalleit room to doubt 


. of the neceffity of the flep I have taken. And that I have ot 


made an affertion of this kind without fome foundation, will, I 
hope, appear from the fequel of this letter. ee 

In order to be as concife ant methodical as poffible, I fhall 
divide my fubje& into the following diftin& Seftions: I thall 
confider 

Firft. The inftitutions or difcipline of the Methodifts. 

Secondly. The mode of performing divine fervice amongft 
them. ' 

Thirdly. The general chara&ter of their Preachers, 

Fourthly. The influence of Methodifm on human happinefs 
and conduét. 4 


Fifthly. I fhall conclude with a plain and fimple narrative of 
my own experience in religious matters. 


SECT. I. Of the Tnlitations or Difcipline of the Mur wash 


There is too much reafon to fear, that many who have been 
brought té a fenfe of their ftate by nature, and experienced the 
pardoning love of Gop, have neverthelefs in procefs of time 
forgotten their CREATOR, and plunged afrefh into the vices and 
fafhionable levities of the world. 

I cannot contemplate fuch a charafter as this without horror, 
and I tremble for the fate of that man who imagines that when 
he is once juftified from the guilt of his paft fins, he is no longer 
liable to err. Such an opinion generally takes its rife from a too 
confident reliance upon our own ability. And this caufes us to 
overlook the neceflity of prayer. It renders us lefs watchful, 
flow to examine ourfelves, and introduces a neglef of thofe pious 
and devotional exercifes which are indifpenfibly requifite to kee 
up the fpirit of vital religion amongft us. Hence it is, that : 
are infenfibly drawn off from God; we forget the misinite faethe 
of his love, and prefuming upon our own fufficiency We. ora 
dually relapfe into ‘our former apathy and. corruption. _ We fhould 
do well to bear in mind, that a'lifé of religion isa progreffiy % 
one, It is not fufficient that we receivea fenfe of Gop’s pardon 
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and experience the power of Gon unto falvation; we muft grow 
in grace; as we have been wafhed, fo we mutt be fanétified, 
1 Cor. vi. 11. We muft walk with God, Gal. vi.16. Out of 
the good treafure of our heart, we mutt bring forth good things ; 
Matt. xii. 35. We muft mortify the deeds of the body, Rom. 
Vili. 13. It is required of us to caft off the works of darknefs, 
and to put on the armour of Chrift, xiii. 12: Toslive no longer 
to ourfelves but to the Lord, xiv. 8. And to walk worthy of our 
"vocation wherewith we are called, Eph. iv. 1. In fhort, faith the 
Apoftle, “we befeech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord 
Jefus, that as ye have received-of us how ye ought to walk and 
to pleafe God, fo ye would abound more and more. For this is 


the will of God, even your fanétification, For God hath not , 


called us unto uncleannefs, but unto holinefs,” 1 Theff iv. 1, 


hy. 
3 fies before obferved, that a ftate of grace is only to be 
maintained and kept alive, by the perfevering ufe of thofe meang 
which are in general infirumental in procuring it for us at firft, 
viz. a conflant and earneft communion with God in prayer. And 
this is one of the leading arguments in favour of Methodifm. 
There is perhaps no feét or body -of Chriftians who have ad- 


~ vantages in this refpe& equal to the Methodifts. Their inftitu- 


tions afford them not only very ample opportunities of affociating 
together for the purpofe of religious worfhip, but their difcipline 
is fo ftriét as to require them to attend on all fuch occafions, ex- 
cept when prevented by ficknefs or very material bufinefs. Be- 
fides the ordinary fervice performed at the Preaching-Houfe on 
the Sabbath, and occafional preaching in the courfe of the week, 
they have their Claffes, Band-Meetings, Love-Feafts, and Watch- 


Nights. 


Mr. Bradburn, in a fermon written in defence of Methodifm, . 


has treated this part of our fubjeét in fo plain and accurate a man- 
ner, that I fhall be excufed if I infert his own words. : 
1. * All who are in conneétion with us, meet in what we call 
a Clafs: That is, from twelve to about twenty members, havin 
a perfon of more experience than the others (who is termed the 


~ Leader) to watch over them, meet together once a week, at the 


time and place moft conveniént to them. The Leader ives out 
a few verfes of a hymn, which they all join in finging. e then 
makes a fhort prayer; after which he converfes with each mem- 
ber about de experience, giving fuitable advice to’ all; and 
again they fing and pray, concluding all in about an hour. And 
are not thefe meetings agreeable both to the Old Teftament and 


3 the New? In the dark ftate of the Jewifh Church, when both 


eople and Priefts were in general (as is too much the cafe now) 
hae and even wicked;” “ Then, (faith the Prophet Malachi,) 
they that feared the Lord, f{pake often one to another, and the 
Lord hearkened and heard it, and a ie a he peg a 
vritten before him, for them that feared the Lord, and that 
written belore ‘ Tete thopglit 
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thought upon his name.” And to meetings of this kind, we eon< 
ceive the Apoftle Paul alludes, where he advifes the Coloflians 
thus : * Let the word of Chrift dwell in you richly in all wife - 
dom; teaching and admonifhing one another in pfalms and hymns, 
and {piritual fongs, finging with grace in. your hearts to the 
Lord.” And where this company is thought too large to {peak 
their minds freely, many meet alfo once a week in {maller com- 
panies called Bands, confifting of four or five perfons, men with 
mén, and women with women, Nothing can ,be more fimple 
‘than thefe meetings. And we think the Apoftle James’s words 
are beft underftood, by fuppofing fomething of thjs kind, — “ Con- 
fefs your faults one to another, and pray one for another that ye 
may be healed.” But let it be well obferved, there is nothing 
in thefe affemblies like the confeffion of fin to a prieft, in order 
to obtain abfolution from him; but the {peaking freely of their 
ftate of mind to one another, that they may know how to rejoice 
with thofe that rejoice, and to weep with thofe that weep, which 
they could not do without fome acquaintance with each others 
¢ondition. ‘ 
"~e. “In large places the minifter meets the Society. all together, 
on Sunday evenings after public fervice, and gives general or 
hier direftions, according to the account he has received 
through the preceding week ; he then alfo mentions any bufinefs 
that is to be done, refpeéting either the {piritual or temporal con. 
cerns of the Society; relates any remarkable accounts he may 
have heard of the profperity of the work of God in other places, 
and concludes with prayer. Thefe meetings, when judicioufly 
mong are of admirable ufe. The people are frequently much 
refrefhed therein, and their union greatly ftrengthened. 
3. “To prevent our being impofed upon by bad people, the fu-- 
perintendent minifter, or another by his dire€tion, meets every 
Clafs feparately, once a quarter, and {peaks perfonally to each. 
member. Thofe that have walked agreeable to the gofpel the. 
paft quarter receive tickets with a portion.of Scripture printed on 
them, alfo the Month and Year, and a. letter of the Alphabet, 
which being the fame in all places, an impoftor can generally be 
detefted. And we conceive that fomething of this nature was. 
ufed in the PRED Church, efpecially when any of them went. 
to flrange places, be Thefe Tefferz, as the ancients called them, 
being of juft the fame force with the commendatory letters men~ 
tioned by the Apoftle.) Thefe are likewife of ufe in other re~ 
fpeéls. By fhewing thefe to tho perfons appointed to regulate the 
Society, whenever it meets apart, it is eaftly known who are 
members. Thefe alfa: farmilly us with an eafy method of re. 
moving any diforderly member. He has no, new ticket at the 
quarterly vifitation, and hereby it is known, that he is no longer of 
our community,” ¥ st its ae itt 9 a, 
4: * There are two other kinds of meetings which we obferve, 
_ and which were both of ancient ufage.’ Thefe are Love-Featts * 


* Vide Plin. Ep. ad Traj. Lib. ate Ep. 97 Lard. Teft, Heath, i. oe Pe ai 
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and Watch-Nights. The former is alluded to by St. Jude, ver. 
12. where {peaking of the evil doers who affociated with the 
Chriftians, he fays, ‘ thefe are {pots in your Feafts of Love.” 

“And of thele it is generally fippoted Peter {peaks, 2 Epift. ii, 
13. At thefe, which are kept in large Societies once a quarter, 
each perfon takes a bit of plain cake and a little water.. We fing a 
few hymns, two or three of the minifters pray, and if any perfon 
has any thing particular to fay concerning Chriftian experience, 
one are hindered, if they be fhort, as the whole fhould conclude 

* in about an hour and an half, But thefe have no relation at al] 
to the Lord’s Supper. The elements of the Lord’s Supper are 
bread and wine, (which we receive exaétly agreeable to the form 
in the Common Prayer Book) whereas at the Love-Feaits we ufe 
only cake and water. The defign being fimply to teftify our’ 
¢hriftian love to each other. 

“ The Watch-Nights were anciently the vigil kept on the evens 
ings preceding the grand feftivals. Our cuitom is, about four 
times a year in the large places, to meet between eight and nine- 
at night; and afier one of the Minifters has preached, feveral 
others. pray and exhort, giving out at intervals fuitable hymns, 
which the congregation join in finging, concluding at 12 o’clock. 
Exceeding great are the bleflings we find on thefe occafions, 
They are times of great folemnity, and often tend, to animate 
pur devotions, and ftir up our minds to a more earneft concern 
for our eternal welfare, 1. ie 
_ §-“ For the management of all temporal affairs, there are pere 
fons of known piety, as well as having {kill in accounts, chofen,. 
to whom the care of thefe things is committed. Thefe Stewards, 
or (as they were called in the primitive Church) Deacons, re- 
ceive what money has been colleéted by the Leaders in their 
Claffes, either for the poor, or for the expences of carrying on 
the work. They keep exaét accounts of all they receive and difs, 
burfe, which accounts are audited once a quarter, when there isa 
meeting of the Minifters of the Circuit with the Stewards frong 
eyery place, at which meeting every thing relating to temporal, 
concerns is publicly fettled.* The Stewards being changed every, 

_ two years, prevents jealoufies and evil-furmifings, and gives every 
proper perfon in the Society an opportunity of ferving in his turns 
Bovane can be more reafonable than this. If being a Steward be 
an honour, why fhould not all who are capable, fhare it? If itbea 
crofs, why fhould not all take it up? ; ‘doy 
6. * The laf Ahing I fhall mention which relates to our Difci- 
pline, is the conftant change of the Preaghers. We read in the 

__ Aéts of the Apoftles, and in ‘many of the Epiftles, that the firft 
_ Preachers went from place to place as the providence of God 


-  *N.B. The other office among us, namely, that of the Truftees, isa legal 
concern. As Truftees of the Chapel, they have no authority at all to interfere 
either with the fpiritual or temporal concerns of the people. The firft belongs to 
__ the Preachers and Leaders; The fecond to the Preachers and Stewards, idl 
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‘opened their way. And many years experience has proved to us 
the utility of this plan. The three kingdoms are divided into a 
number of diftriéts: each of thefe diffri€ts is divided into cir- 
¢vits: and each circuit has, two, three, or four Preachers, ac- 
cording to its fituation and importance. Again, each circuit bas 
a Superintendent, * who has the care of every thing entrufted to 
him. Not that he is exempted from any part of the work; or 
has any temporal advantage from his office: much lefs has he any 
power to lord it over either‘ his brethren, or over the people ; 
only fome one muft keep the various accounts of the circuit, and 
fee that every thing be done agreeable to the Rules of the So- 
ciety and the Minutes of the Conference. Every diftri€t has a 
* chairman, to whom either minifters or private members may com- 
plain, in any cafe that cannot be redreffed in his own circuit. 
The chairman can then fummon the preachers of the diftriét, and 
their judgment is conclufive till the annual meeting of the Con- 
ference, (which confifts of at leaft one from every circuit) whofe 
decifton 1s final. At Conference, every Preacher’s charaéter 1s 
examined, and ifyany objeftion be proved againft him, he re- 
_ceives fuitable punifhment, whether it be reproof, the being put 
from the office of fuperintendent, (if he have been in it) the 
being fufpended for a‘time, or entirely excluded. 

* The minifters are then ftationed, according to the beft judg- 
ment that can be formed, where they are moft likely to be uifefid: 
no one continuing above two years fucceflively in one circuit, 
unlefs God has been pleafed to ufe him as the inftrument of a 
gemarkable revival; and even then, no one ever {lays above the 
third year. Thus every thing is carried on with decency and 
order. The quarterly ‘meetings are fubje& to diftri& meetings,’ 
and thefe are fubje& to the Conference, or General Affembly, 
ever which among us, there canbe no control, and fram whofe 
determinations there is no appeal.” ~ 

If we add ‘to:thefe their frequent Prayer-Meetings, in which a 
felec&t number of the members affemble together for the purpofe’ 
of mutual edification; and confider the general uniformity of 
their conduét, that when vifiting one amongft another, their con- 
verfation is chiefly confined to fubjeéts of a religious nature, and 
that they {carce ever part without finging a hymn or praying, we 
muft admit that they have abundant means afforded them of in-- 
creafing «in the knowledge and love of God, and encouraging 
_ each other to perfevere in the paths of holinefs and virtue, — 

Archdeacon Paley obferves, that the original teachers of the 
Chriftian Religion, in *confequence of their new profeffion, en- 
tered upon a new and fingular courfe of life. “After men bea 
came Chriftians, much of thgir time was [pent in prayer and de- 
votion, 1n religious meetings, in celebrating the eucharift, in con- 


* While the Rey. John Welley lived, this Preacher was called the Afffant, ‘ 
on zccount of affifling him. Now he is dead, that word is no longer fenfe, 


fecing that it has no relative to which it can with propriety be referred, ~ 
cwiteeli ; ferences, 


. 
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ferences, 10. exhortations, in preaching, in an affeétionate inter. 
courfe with one another, and correfpondence with other So- 
cieties. ” * 

How exaétly conformable are the habits and pra&tice of the 
Methoditts im our day, to the above account of the circumftances 
attending the early propagation of Chriftianity ! May the Lord 
profper their labours with his blefling ; and crown with fuccefs 
the honeft endeavours of every faithful difciple of Jefus Chrift ! 


SECT. II; On the Mode of performing Divine Service among 
the Meruopists, 


The fervice commences with finging, in which the greateft 
part of the congregation joins. The preacher next makes an 
extemporary prayer, and after a few more verfes of an h ymn have 
been fung, the fermon follows, which is likewile delivered exa 
tempore. The people now join in another hymn, and the whole 
1s concluded with a prayer and blefling from the minifter. This, © 
though a very plain and fimple,. is neverthelefs a folemn and edi- 
fying manner of celebrating Divine Worfhip. There are few des 
votional exercifes which more powerfully raife the foul to God, 
than the finging of pfalms. When the lan uage of an hymn is © 
poetical, fluent, and intelligible, when the Sattalites exprefied 
in it are truly pious and {criptural, the mufic folemn, and the 
people ferious and earneft, I know of no employment better cal. 
culated to excite awful impreffions of the Divinity, and to ftir up 
our minds to a clofer communion With God. 

The hymns ufed in the Methodift chapels, appear to me in a 
peculiar manner to have this effeét. They are adapted to all 
flates and conditions of the mind, and to all fituations ‘in life. 
The finner is here awakened to a fenfe of his own corrupt na- 
ture ; ‘the foul that is panting after God, and feeking redemption 
through the blood of Chrift, is encouraged to fupplicate with 
boldnefs the throne of grace; and thofe who have already expes 
rienced the pardoning love of God, may feel their devotion 
ftrengthened, their confidence renewed, and their hearts re- kindled 
with holy zeal. The power, wifdom, and goodnefs of God in 
the Creation, the love of Chrift in the redemption of the world, 
and the efficacy of the Holy Spirit in cleanfing us from all un-. 
tighteoufnels by his’ fanétitying grace, are here particularly in- 


- fifted upon.. The mifery of the wicked, and the happinefs of the 


juf, are painted in glowing colours, forcibly calculated to in-. 
{pire terror in the one, and joy and perfeverance in the others 
Many of the hymns are fimply expreffive of reverence, praife, 
and gratitude to the Supreme Being. Many are hortatory, and, 
are fall of feafonable advice and 1#ftruftion adapted to all ages, 


all ranks of men, all denominations of Chriflians. | Some.are 


confolatory, calculated to revive the drooping {pirit, ‘to infpire 


* Vide Paley’s Evidences of Chrifiianity, page 8. 
or patience 
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patience and refignation under affliétions, to difpel our fears, and 
to animate our hopes. In fhort, the general tendency of thefe 
hymns, is to enforce fentiments of piety to God, love to our fel- 
low creatures, and a due refignation of our own thoughts and dif. 
pofitions. 

- And if we add, that the Singing is ufually condu€ted with fo- 
Iemnity and order, and accompanied with an appearance at leaft 
of refpe&tful devotion, we fhall not wonder that this form of 
worlhip conftitutes fo confiderable a part of the fervice. » : 

I pafs on to confider the fubje& of prayer. Prayer is the life 
and foul of religion. It opens a door of communication betwixt 
God and man, and is the means we are required to make ule of 
to obtain.any promifed bleffing. It is a duty which we, as Chrifs 
tians, are peculiarly bound to perform. God has commanded it ; 
Chrift has given us an example of it in his own perfon, by prays 
ing himfelf to his Father ; and we are not only enjoined, but 
even invited and encouraged to prefent ourfelves as fuppliants at 
the throne of grace. What a privilege is this? What an un- 
f{peakable honour, that man is permitted to addrefs his Maker, 
with full affurance that his prayers fhall be heard and his requefts 
te lps How ought he to love and praife God for fuch con- 

efcenfion, and how earneftly {olicitous fhould he be to perform 
this duty, in the moft acceptable manner ? 

Now one of the chief purpofes of prayer is edification, ** Let 
all things be done to edifying,” faith the Apoftle, 1 Cor. xiv. 26, 
And furely this advice can never be more applicable than when 
we are addrefling the Majefty of Heaven. How can we expect 
eur petitions will be heard, or our praifes accepted, if we aps 
| proach God with our lips ‘at a time when our hearts are eftranged 
from him? Is it not a{pecies of mockery to beg of the Lord to 

ardon our fins, and give us grace to amend them, when at the 
me initant we neither feel remorfe for the one, nor fee any ne 
ceflity for the other ? And how, inconfiftently does that man aét, 
who, while on his knees at church, can pray for the infpiration of 
the Holy Spirit, and in a few minutes after pofitively deny that 
there is any fuch thing as infpiration in thefe days? Is it to be 
wondered at, that fuch a one thould live and die.a ftranger to its * 
influences? In fhort, if we refle&t that Gop is a Spirit, and 
that He is to be worfhipped in fpifit and in truth, we cannot ex. 
pe&t to render Him an acceptable fervice, unlefs. our whole 
affe&tions be centred in him alone, and. our fouls animated with a 
fenfe of his perfe&tions. _ Ye ie rie! 
_ * Prayer, (as an excellent writer expreffes it, *) is the con- 
tinual panting or breathing of the heart after Gop; it flays for 
= a cular Fat 3 its petitions are not picked out of manuals 

evotion ; it loves its own language; it {peaks mof 4 

fays leaft,”’ . . yi a ls emake : 
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For my own part, I confefs I always feel moft edified and 
firengthened by extemporary prayer. When-I pray in this man~ 
ner myfelf, my foul is more alive to God, my thoughts are more 
firmly fixed on the particular: fubjeét of each petition, and I praife 
God for thofe inftances of his love, which more powerfully oc. 
cur to my recolleétion, and which excite the warmeft impreflions 
of gratitude, and I entreat Him to beftow thofe bleflings in par- 
ticular of which I find the greateft need; I maintain a juit free- 
dom of foul in my addreffes; I change, I enlarge, I contra@, I 
add or omit according to my peculiar fentiments, or the previous 
ftate of my mind. If I am affailed by temptation, I apply. 
earneftly for grace to overcome it: If through divine afliftance I 
have been enabled to triumph over any of my {piritual enemies, 
this calls for a particular return of gratitude and praife: If I 
perceive my faith weak, or my confidence diminithed, I pra 
that God would help my unbelief, and replenith me with His 
Spirit: if fick or affliéted, I entreat the Lord for patience and 
tefignation: if I do any thing acceptable or pleafing to Him, I 
prefent myfelf at his fooiftool with humility and reverence, giving 
Him all the glory. 

Where, however, as is fometimes the cafe, the {pirit of prayer 
is languid, and we want words to exprefs the fentiments of our 
hearts, we hall be benefited by having recourfe to a written form 
of devotion. “ A dull and heavy hour in thé clofet bas often been 
relieved by the ufe of fuch compofures of mingled meditation 
and prayer: and many a dry and barren heart has been enabled to 
offer up in prayer a {weet facrifice to God, in the words of ange 
ther man.” * 

The Methodifts in their feryice generally ufe extemporary 
prayer. And this appears to me to have many advantages, A 
conilant repetition of the fame prayers, begets fometimes an 
habit of indifference; the mind being Jefs vigoroufly intent, is 
apt to wander after other objefts; and bow happily foever the 
words might be at firft chofen, we ftill want fome:hing new, to 
keep our thoughts ali On the contrary, when we hear a 
minifter delivering the {pontaneous and unpremeditated effufions 
of. his heart, we naturally imbibe a portion of the fame fpirit 
which appears to influence him; our expeéttions are raifed, our 
attention is fixed, our fouls are in patient wajiing for the defcent 
of the Holy Spirit; and. our lips are teady to pronounce an 
hearty Amen at the clofe of every petition. 

Again, if it be enquired what are the general fubje€ts of our 


' petitions, I anfwer, thofe which are exprefled in the fervice of 


the Church. Seeing ourfelyes to be finners and guilty befyre 
God, we pray that he would pardon our offences, and give us 


Z true repentance, We befeech»him that he would enable us by 


* Dr. Watts. 3 
“Vor. XIX. July 1796. sf . his 
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this grace*to overcome all our {piritual enemies, that he would 


‘take away from us all hardnefs of heart, all pride and malice, all 


envy*’and uncharitablenefs, that he would -increafe our faith, 
ftrengthen our fellowfhip with him, and our union with one ano- 
ther, and: fanétify: us unto .himfelf a peculiar people zealous of 
good works. We make interceffions forall men; we piay for 
the King and all who are in authority, for the diffufion of, re- 
ligious Knowledge, for the prevalence of Divine Truth; for the 
alleviation of human mifery, for the fupply, of all our néceffary 
wants. Knowing that the firft ftep towards repentance isa con- 
viétion of fin, we pray God to awaken every fleeping confcience ; 
and. relying upon’ his gracious promifes, we’ entreat him to, heal 
every broken {pirit, and to comfort every mourning heart. And 
as of ourfelves: we can ‘do nothing that is good, we earneflly pray 
above all things for the infpiration of the Holy Spirit. 


“(To be continued. | 
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_A DISCOURSE on LUKE X. 97. ms | 


« Thou fhalt love the Lorp thy Gop with all thy heart, and 
.-y)with all thy foul, and with all thy ftrength, and with all thy 
mind ; and thy, neighbour as thyfelf.” 


Ps 
"A DOCTOR of the Law obferving the high reputation which 

our bleffed Lord had acquired through all Paleftine by his 
Doftrine and‘ Miracles, “wifhed to put him to a trial which might 
either embarrafs him, or caufe him to {peak fomething that might 
he turned againft himfelf. It‘was probably on 4 Sabbath-day when 


ak was teaching in the fynagogue, that this do€tor arofe inthe | 
idft of the affembly and propofed a vague and general queftion; —_- 


to which it was not eafy to give a complete: and precife anfwer; — 


Matter, what fhall I do'to inherit eternal life?” “Jefus Knowing 
the heart of his adverfary, would’ not truft himfelf tothim >but 
by a queftion which“ from the nature of bis office he was obliged 


- forhis public’ credit to reply to, he obliged him to give an anfwer 


; done, feveral modes of fpeech may be clearly underftood, 
étherwife might appear contradi€tory: for the term Lovey i 


againft himfelf, “ What is written in the Law? How readeft 
fhalt love the Lord thy God,” &cv" HORE ab Be e 
“In théfe- words, mention is made of three kinds of love: th 

love of God, the love ‘of our neighbour, and’ the tove fob art 
felves. Thefe ought not'to be’ confounded with each other; ‘the 
nature’ of each fhould’ be’ diftin€tly confidered; and when this j 


_ thou?” To which he aafwered in the words of the text, * Thou 


relation to GoD,-our neighbour, and ourfelves, d “fies 
the fame fenfe. ig ; ee Ee 


‘ As it certal 


‘ . , sone , a 


nly is of the laft importance to.us 16 loveGadiat 
x . artance to e-God, Let 
us endeavour to confider, aes © Wook ae: at 


; 
. 


_ God, we cannot fuppofe him capable 0 a ae 
"a flates For the love.of Godis a gracious priaciple implanted in 
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Firft,’ The*nature, of the. Love of God; the fruits of this 
Love; and when aman may properly be faid to love God with 
all his heart; and foul, and mind, and flrength? 

Secondly. The love of our neighbour, with its happy cons 
fequences. 

Thirdly. The love of ourfelves, and the benefits attending it. 

lL. Of the Love of God, and‘the fruits-of this love. Love, 
in general, may be faid to confift of three parts, Efteem, Defire, 
and Delight; and has been defcribed as ‘* The great inftrument 
“* of nature: , the bond-and cement of fociety: the fpirit and 
** fpring of the univerfe: an affection whicl.cannot fo properly 
** be faid to be zm the foul, as the foul to be inzt. In a word, - 
‘© it is the whole man wrapt.up in one delire.” 5 

The Greck. word Ayann, from “eyama» to. love, is fuppofed to 
be compounded of ayav and moseiv, to ad vehemently or intenfely 5 or 
from ayew xara war, becaufe love is always aétive, and will adf an 
every pofibie way; for he who loveth, is with all his affection 
and defire carried to the beloved objeét, in order to_ pollefs and 
enjoy it. Some derive it from aya» and wavecbas,, to be completely | 
at reft, or, to be intenfely fatisfied; becaufe. he who loves is fu- 
premely contented with, and refts completely fatisfied in that 
which he loves. ‘lend 

The ancient author of a MS. Lexicon in the late French aad 
library, feems to have taken precifely this view of the fubject : 
Under the word Ayzz, is the following definition, aomeros meobects 
ex Tn Qidia Te Pidovyerov, — “ A pleafing furrender of friendfhip t 
a friend: — 2ybexiz, An identity.or famenefs of foul. PA 
Sovereign preference given to one above all others, prefent or 
abfent. A concentration of all the thoughts towards a fingle ob- 
je&, which a man prefers to all others.” Apply this definition to 
the Love which God requires of his creatures, and you will have 
the moft correét. view of the fubject. ot eobast 

‘The love which we owe to the ever blefled Gop, 15, a love of 
religioas’ homage and’ adoration, of obedience and. gratitude, of 
entire confidence and; complacency. 

But feeing it is a matter of fuch vaft importance to love God, 
an Apoftle having declared, ‘‘ If any man love not the Lord Jefus 
Chrifi, let him be accurfed;” and as fo many are deceived in 
this; imagining they love God, when, in truth, they do not; 
jt willbe highly neceflary to confider this fubje€t more, par- 
icularly. rut 94 a Cr Os 

aN? fe confider man .as.a fallen creature, and under the d 
leafure) of the Moft High Gon on agaput Ob es ape tr a 

fe ated by the carnal mind, which 1s enmity with 

"pes eeaarembar satage able of loving God while an fuch_ . 


ines it highly, to, elleem, 


at thet Jil irit, which incl “f 
‘the fonl by the Holy Spirit, whic n the God of all Grace, 


-earneftly to defire, and greatly to delight, i 


tg chief good, and the fountain, of all, perfeftion and. excel, 


saci X 2 lency, 


= 
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lency. This being the cafe, we cannot properly be faid to love 
God till we aré acquainted with him, as a God reconciled to 
us in Chrift Jefus. . For as by nature the mind is alienated from 
God, and we have no faving knowledge of him, there is an ab- 
folute neceflity that he fhould manzfeft him/elf unto us, as out 
Father and our Friend. 

Doubtlefs, much may be known of God from his works of 
creation and providence. Yet the Apoftle afferts, 1 Cor. xili. that 
it is poflible to be a moft profound philofopher, to underftand adé 
myfteries, and at the fame time be deftitute of the love of God. 
A man inay contemplate the wonderful works of God in nature, 
and be highly delighted with them too; he may alfo fee much 
of the wildom, power, and goodnefs of God, difplayed in his 
government of the world, and yet be a ftranger to that love of 
God which Chrift recommends. Neverthelefs it is true, that 
knowledge of this kind to a pious mind is exceedingly ufeful, 
and we may fay upon goed ground, Supremely happy is the 
man, who being bleft with the love of God, is alfo favoured 
with clear views of his wonderful works; fo that he can trace 
the hand of an infinitely wife, good and powerful God, in the 
conflitution and prefervation of the univerfe. But though the 
invifible power and Godhead of the Supreme Being may be 
fatisfaftorily difcovered in his works, yet much more may be 
known of Him from his Word, as he has therein clearly and 
fully revealed himfelf to us, asa God of unbounded mercy, love, 
and goodnefs. And yet the Apoftle fuppofes it poffible for a 
a to have all knowledge, even in the Word of God, and to 

ea ftranger to this Jove. To underftand the Word of God 
aright, is a great bleffing, when duly improved; and a pious 
mind can never be overftock’d with fcriptural knowledge: But 
it is very poffible to have a large fhare of fpeculative knowledge, 
and orthodox notions, while at the fame time the mind is alienated 
from God. 

In order then to love God, it is-abfolutely neceflary that we 
fhould know that God loves us, ‘and is reconciled to us by the 
death of his Son. How cana man love God while labouring 
under a fenfe of his difpleafure ?) But let him only experience 
the love of God in Chrift Jefus towatds him; let him only feel 
redemption through his blood, the forgivenefs of his fins; let 
him only be juftited through faith, and have peace with God, 
arifing trom an aflurance ot God’s love towards him; and then - 
gratirude towards God will fill his whole foul. The confideration 
of God’s love towards him in receiving him into his favour, when 
he might moft juftly have caft him into everlafting darknefs, will 
Jead him to fay with the holy Pfalmift, What fhall I render 
unto the Lord for all his benefits towards me!” The love of God 
will conftrain him cheerfully to obey his Maker in all things: 
for that power which Works in him mightily, will deftroy ithe ens 

tity of the carnal mind: it will create the foul anew; it will res 
iA te . . fine 
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fine. and fpiritualize the whole man = it will bring him into aa 
holy heavenly flate: a flate of union with God, and communion 
with the Father and the Son through the Holy Spirit. His de. 
fires center in the Fountain of all Goodnefs. The cry of his foul 
is, “Lord, whom have I in heaven but thee, and there is none 
upon earth that I defire befide thee.” Thus his affe€tions are fixed 
upon God, and upon every thing that leadsio him. He fears his 
facred Name, he reverences his holy Word, he very highly 
eftcems bis minifters, he greatly delights in his people, he fets an 
high value upon his ordinances and he greatly profits by them. 
To him, “ wifdom’s ways are ways of pleafaninefs, and all her 
paths are peace:"” He rejoices in God, as the God of his fal- 
vation; he delights in God as the fatisfying portion of his foul; 
his Maker is his all in all. 

Hence it appears, that by this love the foul refls in God, fu- 
premely pleafed and {atisfied with him as its portion, and zés in- 
tenfely and conftantly towards him, and for him. It is (as before 
obferved) 2 concentration of all the powers and faculiies of the 
mind in the Lord of the univerfe. It is a pleajing furrender of 
all that we have and are to him, an identity or famenefs of {pirit 
with bim, a being made a parcaker of 2 divine nature, and havi 
the fame mind in us which was in Cirift Jefus. In a word, 

_ dwelling in God and God in us. ; 

Such a love as this, that Being who is infinitely perfe, good, 
wife, powerful, beneficent, and merciful, (whole goodnefs, wife 
dom, pow  Beneficence, and mercy, are continually exercifed 
towards usg*in every poflible way) merits and requires from his 
intelligent and redeemed creatures. And in fulfilling this duty 
the foul finds its felicity and perfeGtion, for it refis in the fource 
of goodnefs, apd is penetrated with inceffant influences from him 
who is the center of al] that is amiable, the fountain of all folid 
peace and of all fubftantial bappinefs ; the God of Grace and 
the God of Glory. y 

This is that love which a creature eflentially owes to its Creator, 
a fervant to his Almighty Mefter, 2 fon to his moft affeFtionate 
Father. This love is founded upon all the Attributes of the Deity, 
includes ail forts of duties, and obliges every man ; calls forth all 
his powers into aétion, and direéts him to the accomplifhment of 

the moft upportant purpofes, and to the attainment of the moft 

excellent ends. To this love of God all thould fubmit, ev 

thing give place, and to it every thing we take in hand thould be 
referred. 


2 

= a 

___ But what is implied in loving God with all the beart and mind, 
&c. and when may a man be {aid to do it ? ; 

_ 1. He, loves God with all his Heart, who baving an affurance of 
love of God in Chrift Jefus towards him, Joves notiing com. 
ively but God: and nothing but in reference to him. No- 
which he is not ready to give up in order to pieale him: 
, y has in bis heart neither love nor hatred, hope nor fear, in- 
Site? oa clination 


es -: ? r s 
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clination nor averfion, defire or delight, but :as -it relates to God, ° 
and is regulated by him. He is. con{cious that he has received all 
his good things from God, he therefore fees his kind-and gracious 
hand in all the bleflings of providence and grace. He {ees 
and he taftes the goodnefs of God in his health and ftrength, his 
food and raiment, and all the comforts and convemiencies of this 
life. 
~ ©, He loves God with all his Soul, or rather «% orns rns poynss 
with all his life, whois ready to give up his life for his fake: to 
endure all forts of torments, and to deprive himfelf of all earthly 
pleafure and comfort, rather than in any wife difhonour God. 
Vho ufes the comforts and conveniencies of life with this fimple 
defire and defign to glorify God in all, and through all, unto 
whom life or death are nothing, but as they.cume from God and 
lead to him, From this ‘divine’ principle {prang the blood of 
the Martyrs. which became the feed of the Church. “ They 
overcame by the blood of the Lamb, and loved not their live 
unto the death.” . 
3. He loves God with all his Strength, who exerts all the powers 
of his foul and body in the fervice of God. Who for'the glory 
of God, {pares neither Jabour nor coft: Who facrifices his time, 
his body, his health, and his eafe tor the honour of God, his di- 
vine Mafler; and who employs in his fervice, all his goods, his 
talents, his power, his credit, his authority, and his influence. 

4. He loves God with all his Mind, or with all his Jntelled, 
who applies himfelf only to know God and his boly Will. Who 
receives with gratitude and fubmiffion, yea with holy delight and 
facred pleafure, the precious truths which he has revealed to men. 
Who ftudies the facred teftimonies with heart-felt fatisfaétion, ,and 
medita’es in them day and night ? Who ftudies ne dré or Sczence, 
but as far as it is neceflary for the fervice of God, and ufes it at 

_all times for his glory. Who forms no projeéts nor defigns, but 
in reference to God, and the interefts of mankind. Who banifhes 
from: his underitanding and his memory, every ‘ufelefs, foolifh, 
and dangerous thought, together with every idea that has any ten 
dency to defile his foul, or turn it’ for a:moment from the cémer 
ol eternal repofe. Who ufes all his abilities, both natural and © 
acquired, to grow in the grace of God, and to perform his will 
in the moft acceptable manner. In a word: He who fees God 
in all things, thinks of him at all times, having. his) mind con+ 
tinvally {flayed upoa him, and is therefore kept in perfe& peace. 
Acknowledges God in all his ways. Difcovers his wife and 
gracious hand in all his condu& towards him, and begins, con- 
‘tunues, and ends, all his thoughts, and words, and works, to the 
glory of his Name. This is the perfon who léves God wiih all 
us heart, with all his foul, withvall his. flrength, and with «ald 
his mind. For — “he is crucified to the world} and the world 


is crucified to him.” © “ He>lives, yet notohe, but. Chrift lives 


in him; and the life that he now lives in ‘the bedy, che lives by _ 
. faith 
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faith in\the Son-of God.” He beholds as in a glafs the glory 
of the Lord; »the glorious mercy and boundlefs love of Chrift 
-Jefus, together with all the exceeding riches of his grace, He 
is changed into the fame image, from glory to glory, even as by 
the Spirit of the Lord. Simply and conftantly looking unto Jefus, 
the Author and Perfe&er of his faith, he receives continual fup- 
plies of enlightening and fanttifying grace, fo that -heis fitted for 
every good word and work. O glorious flate, far beyond this 
defcription! which comprizes an ineffable communion between 
the ever bleffed Trinity and the Soul of Man! 


[ To be concluded in the next. ] . * 


PP LAD LI LLP LLL 


The CONVERSION of a DEIST, 
: { Concluded from £2g¢.279. ] 
eee Ihave been an inhabitant of this country, God has hot 


ceafed to inftru& and to bear with me, ungrateful as I am. 
Till now I very imperfe@ly underfood what ‘it is to do all things 
to the glory of God, all'things for him, and to him.’ In my read- 
ing, meditations and prayers, I had myfelf principally in view ; 


Poieal to derive from thofe exercifes fome nourifhment, fome . 


iritual confolation. I now began to be more fenfibly convinced 
that God is moft worthy, for whom and to whom, we fhould do’ 


all things, and that it ought to be my principal concern, and the” 


objeft of my unremitting attention, to fee that God be glorifiéd,” 
in me and by me, as much as poflible. It is now my wifh to 
make it my enquiry every hour, What is the will of God, and how 
may his glory be moft promoted by me ? to afk myfelf continually, 
not what my own convenience and comfort demand, but what, the 
honour of God; and the love of a dying Saviour ? 


~ About the fame time I began alfo more clearly to apprehend, * 
and with a moft grateful impreffion of the fubjeé, to feel what. 


are the unfearchable riches of the love of God in Chrift, which 
pafs-all comprehenfion now, and can never be fully known here- 
after. Hence I was taught more perfeétly my own ingratitude and 
unworthinefs, and my unfpeakable obligation to live entirely for 
Chrift, to feek the glory of God in ail things, and joyfully to 


~ fuffer the fcorn of men, their mockery and perfecutions. Seri. 


ee 


oufly I prayed and ceafe not to pray, that Chrift may be the fub- 


- jeét of all my thoughts, the objeét of my chief defires, that his 


praifes may be my, conftant theme, that I may direét all my aétions 


_ to his glory ;— And oh that my life, and my prayers, were lefs at 


Variance! ih Bru dis , ‘ 
__In the mean time I had to contend with many and grievous fins, 
efpecially with carnal appetence, with pride and with the fear ot 


an; making, while I enjoyed a heaven on earth, a moft unwor-. 
thy return for my great privileges and extraordinary confolations, 


‘In 
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In the performance of both public and private duty 1 enjoyed a 
wonderful portion of divine affiftance, with which I am ftill fa- 
voured. Nor has God fuffered my endeavours, though feeble and 
contaminated with much abominable felf.feeking, to be altogether 
fruitlefs. On the contrary, he has frequently accompanied them 
with his effe€tual operations in an extraordinary manner. 

God has given me largely of the good things of this world, fo 
that I am enabled to affift others, and even in this way to contri 
bute fomething to the enlargement of Chrift’s kingdom ; a blef- 
fing which I hope ever to number among my greateft privileges 
and pleafures. 

I have undergone painful difeafes and many_ other afflictions, 
but God has ftrengthened, healed, and delivered me. Manya 
time he has faved me, and vouchfafed me aftonifhing anfwers of 
prayer. . 

For fome time paft and at prefent, God teaches me in my pray- 
ers and meditations to dwell much on the fubjeét of bis great glory 
manifefted in the government of the world, and in the lot that he 
affigns both to nations and individuals, with a reference to the 
profperity of his church; but to admire. pfincipally the glorious 
difplay of himfelf in the work of redemption, and the harmony 
of all his attributes and perfeétions in the perfon and in the work 
of Chrift, which the more I contemplate, the more I fee to be 
both unfpeakable and paft all comprehenfion. Now alfo, as at all 
other times, the Lord conftrains me to learn, by forrowful expe- 
rience, the dreadful and utter depravity of my nature, my vilenefs, 
my unworthinefs. You would hardly ; —~ perhaps you would not 
at all, believe what pafles within me, and what are the frequent 
imaginations of my heart. At this very moment I am the fubje& 
of a moft affli€tive and miferable temptation, which fills me fome- 
times with anguifh and threatens me with a terrible fall. But the 
» Lord is faithful --- he will keep me and lead me, and bring me | 

fafe into his glorious kingdom. Qh that I could pray more, and 
. could be more watchful! Oh that I could live more for him, wha 

lived entirely for me! Unite with me in prayer, and tet us praife 
his name together. I am ever Youn’s, 

- P—, O& 1789. CHRISTODULUS. 


Extra& of a Letter lately received. 


** My health has been on the decline fince I wrote lait. 1 

am daily ‘troubled with a violent cough; added to which, I 
fuffer much in the night from the weak ftate of my neryes, and 
am greatly unfitted for converfation in the day time. Notwith- 
ftanding which | am fo remarkably, I had almoft faid, miraculoufly; 
{upported, by the Lord our ftrength, that I continue to exercifé 
my public miniflry. And, though I am often unable to fpeak a 
quarter of an bour in company, yet in public I am favoured with 
that afliftance, and my powers are fo wonderfully Rréngthened and 
2 renewed, © 
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renewed, that I can ftill preach for an hour or longer, though not 
without feeling myfelf much fatigued. Indeed, if I confulted 
human prudence, I fhould fcarcely venture into the pulpit; and 
I fometimes think myfelf rafh for attempting it, confidering my 
prefent great bodily weaknefs.. But when I confider the immenfé 
power and love of that Lord, whofe I am, and whom I ferve, I 
cannot find myfelf at liberty to withdraw from the duties of my 
office’; efpecially as I am fo frequently and abundantly affifted in 


_ it, by help obtained from him, and hitherto I am not athamedi 


The grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift is fufficient for me, and his 
power is manifefted, and glorified, in my weaknefs. Do you 
Join with me in celebrating his praife: ~~~ 

Ah! it well behoves me to think of him every moment; every 
moment to dire€t the warmeft emotions and afpirations of my 
heart*to him, to make every thing an occafion of exalting and 
praifing him, and ferioufly to enquire every hour, yea every 
minute of my life, what is acceptable in his fight, and how I may 
pleafe him, and live to him alone. He is worthy, moft worthy, 
yea only worthy of my moft intenfe love, my abfolute devoted. 
nefs, my moft perfe&t obedience. Moft worthy that all I can do 
or poffefs, all my powers and faculties of body or mind, fhould, 
without referve or exception, be confecrated to. him. But, alas} 
How faint are my perceptions of that reyerence, love, admiration 
and obligation, which fhould always raife and inflame my heart 
towards him. ly RM 

For fome time paft, partly owing to the weaknefs of my body, 
but chiefly to a dull and grovelling difpofition of mind, ajgreat 
part of the day paffes, and I have done nothing..;.. Sometimes I can 


’ meither think, nor fpeak, nor write. Yea many,hours are waited 


in) trifling and abfurd reveries. Oh fhameful abufe and lofs of 
time never to be recalled |. Yet in my morning and evening pray- 
ers, the Lord helps me, and I have that perception of his gracious 
‘prefence, which revives and ftrengthens my ‘mind, and difpels 
every dark cloud. é . 


- 


Upon the whole, this is my chief defire, that for the uncertain. 


remainder of my time, I may live wholly to the Lord, and 3 
him —that I may be more and more conformable to his will, an 


thatefrom day to day, with a mind enlightened by his Holy Spirit, , 


‘I may fo behold his glory, as to be transformed into his image, 


and that he may live and work in me — that I may, without the 


leaft referve, commit myfelf to his direftion, and with a fimple, 


patient faith, wait his pleafure, and with refpeft to all that is fu- 


tare. Perhaps I fhall write no more. Perhaps this may be the laft 


Tetier you will receive from me; and, perhaps, before it reaches 


you, I fhall have already left this world, Should you hear of my 


A 


S 


+ 


_ departure, do not mourn, but rather rejoice and praife God on my 


“behalf; 1. am well perfuaded that Chrift is my Life, and therefore 
death will not be lofs, but gaintome. : 
oe Gus SIX, Julyayg6 iis ts es | Oh} 
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Oh! happy and glorious hour, when I fhall be delivered from 
all trouble and fin, from this bedy of death, from the wicked 
world, and from the {nares of Satan! When I thall appear before 
my Saviour without fpot; and fhall fo bebold his glory, and be 
filled. with his prefence, as to be wholly and for ever engaged in 
adoration, admiration, gratitudeand love! What fhould I fear ? 
Jefus. died and lives for me! . For what fhould I grieve? .Jefus 
is mine, and with him I have all things. Yet a little while, and 
every. evil fhall, ceafe; I fhall fee him as he is, and be with bim 
for ever! . Your's, . CHRISTODULUS. | 


PALL PSII LPO SL 
Extra€t of Captain Biicn’s Voyage, 
[ Continued from page 283. | 

TUESDAY, May 5. Towards the evening the gale confiderably 
“abated. Served a few broken pieces of bread-fruit for, fusppex, 
and performed. prayers. The night turned out fair, and, having had 
tolerable reft, every one feemed confiderably better in the morning, and 
‘Contentedly breakfafted on a few piéces of yams that were found in the 
“boat. After breakfaft we prepared a cheft for our bread, and got it 
fécured: but unfortunately a great deal was damaged and rotten; this 
neverthelefs we were glad to keep for ufe. For dinner, I ferved fome 
of the damaged bread; and’a quarter of. a pint of water. ‘ 
_ _Méy 6. About fix o’clock this afternoon I difcoveréd ‘two iflands, 
at daylight in the morning I ‘difcovered'a humber of other iflands. 

‘Our fupper, breakfaft, and dinner, confifted of a ‘quarter of a pint of 
ocoa-nut ‘milk, and the meat, which did not ‘exceed two ourices:td 
each perfons it was received very contentedly, but we fuffered great 
drought. I.dared not to land, as we had no arms, and were lefs capable 
to defend ourfelves than we were at Tofoa. .. Thofe iflinds i have been 
near are fruitful and hilly, fome very ‘mountainous, «and:all! of ‘a good 
height. To our great joy we hooked a fifh, but we were-miferably 
difappointed by its being loft in getting into. the boat. exis ‘ 
~ May,.7.. Variable weather and cloudy, wind north-eafterly, sand: 
calms, I continued my courfe tothe N W, between the iflands, which, 
by the evening, appeared of confiderable extent, woody, and moun- 
-tainous, _ I {erved td each perfon an ounce of the damaged bread, and 
a quarter of a pint of water, forfupper, It miay readily be fuppofed, 
that our lodgings were very miferable and confined, and I had only in 
my power to remedy the latter defect by putting ourfelves at watch 
rand watch; {fo that one half always fat up while the other lay déwh 
‘on the boat’s bottom, or upon a cheft, with nothing to céver us btit 
the heavens.” Our limbs were dreadfully cramped, ‘for Wwe’ could not 
ftretch them ‘out, and the nights were fo cold, and we fo conftantly i 
wet, that after a few hours fleep we cotild fearce move. At dawn df 
day we again difcovered land from W'S W 'to WN W, atid'anothér 
ifland N N W, the latter a high round lump ‘of but'little ektent; and _ 
I could fee the fouthern land that I had paffed in the night. Bei 
very ‘wet and cold, 1 ferved a {poonful of ‘rum and woieia ck Wek 


> 
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fot breakfaft: “As I advanced towards the land in the welt, it ap. 
peared in a variety of forms; fome extraordinary high rocks, and the 
_ Sountry agreeably interfperfed with high and low land, covered in fome 
places with wood. We now oblerved two large failing canoes coming 
fwiftly after us along fhore, and, being apprehenfiye of their intentions, 
we rowed with fome anxiety, being fenfible of our weak and defence- 
lefs {tate. . 
May 8. All the afternoon the Weather was very rainy, attended 
with thunder and lightning. Wind NNE, Only one of the canoes 
gained upon us, and by 3 o’clock in the afternoon was not more than 
two miles off, when the gave over chafe. If I may judge from the 
fail of the yeffels, they are the fame as at the Friendly Iflands, and the 
nearnefs of their fituation leaves little room to doubt of their being the 
fame kind of people. Whether thefe canoes had any hoftile intention 
againft us is a matter of doubt ; perhaps we might have benefited by an 
intercourfe with them, but in our defencelels {ituation it would have 
been rifking too much to make the experiment, I imagine thele to be 
the iflands called Feejee, as their extent, dire&tion, and diftance fro 
the Friendly Iflands, anfwers to the defcription given of them by thofe 
_ Manders, Heavy rain came on at 4 o'clock, when every perfon did 
their utmoft to.catch fome water, and we increafed our ftock to 34 gal. 
lons, befides quenching our thirft for the firft time fince we had heen 
at fea; but an attendant confequence made us pafs the night very mife- 
rably, for, being extremely wet, and no dry things to fhift or cover us, 
we experienced cold and fhiverings fearce to be conceived. . Moft for. 
tunately for us, the forenoon turned out fairs and we ftripped. and 
dried our cloaths, The allowance I iffued to-day, was an ounce and a 
half of pork, a tea-fpoonful of rum, half a pint of cocoa-nut ‘milk, 
and an ounce of bread, The rum, though fo {mall in quantity, was of 
the greateft fervice. A fifhing-line was generally towing, and we faw 
great numbers of fifh, but could never catch one. 
-May g- Fine weather, and light winds from the NE to E by S. 
This afternoon we cleaned out the boat, and it employed us till fun-fet 
to get every thing dry and in order, Hitherto I had iffued the allow- 
ance by guefs, but I now got a pair of {cales, made with two cocoa- 
nut fhells; and, having accidentally fome piftol-balis in the boat, 25 * 


of which weighed one pound, or 16 ounces, I adopted one, as the 


_ proportion of wwe thot each. fhould receive of bread at the 
j x, J al 


» times I ferved amuled all hands, with defcribing the fituation 
of New Giinea and New Holland, and gave them every information 
in my power, that in cafe any accident happened to me, thofe who furs 


. vived might have fome idea of what they were about, and be able te 


find their way to Timor, which at prefent they knew nothing of, more 
than the name, and fome not that. At night I ferved a quarter of a. 


_ pint of water, and half an ounce of bread, for fupper. In the morn. 
_ ing, @ quarter of a pint of cacoa-nut milk, and {ome of the decayed 
bread, for breakfaft ; and for dinner, I divided the meat of four cocoa+ 


" nuts, with the remainder of the rotten bread, which was only eatable 


__ by fuch diftreffed people. | 
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“May 10. The firft part of this day fine weather ; "but after fun-fet 
it became fqually, with hard rain, thunder, and lightning, and a frefh 


gale: In the afternoon I got fitted a pair.of fhrouds for each maft, and © ; 


contrived-a canvals weather cloth round the boat, and raifed the quar- 
ters about nine inches, by nailing on the.feats of the ftern fheets, which - 
proved of great benefit to us. In the evening, the clouds began to 
awe and we had a prodigious fall of rain, with fevere thunder and 
ightning.. By midnight we had caught about 20 gallons of “water. 


Being miferably wet and cold, I ferved to each perfon a tea-fpoonful of _ 


rum, to enable them to bear with their diftrefled fituation. The wea- 
ther continued extremely bad, and the wind increafed ; we {pent a very 
miferable night, without fleep, but fuch as could be got in the midft of 
rain. The day brought us no relief but its light. The fea was con- 
ftantly breaking ovér us, which kept two perfons baling ;- and we had 
no choice how to fteer, for we were obliged to keep before the waves 
to avoid filling the boat. The allowance which I now regularly ferved 
to each perfon was one 25th of a pound of bread, and a quarter of a 
pint of water, at fun-fet, eight in the morning, and at noon. | To-day 
I gave about half an ounce of pork for dinner, which, though any 
moderate perfon would have confidered but a mouthful, was divided 
into three or four. 

May 11. Strong gales from’ SSE to SE, and very fqually wea- 
ther, with a high breaking fea, fo'that we were miferably wet, and fuf- 
fered great’ cold in the night. In the morning at day-break I ferved 
to every perfon a tea-fpoonful of rum, our limbs being fo cramped that 
we could fearce feel the ufe of them. Our fituation was now -ex- 
tremely dangerous, the fea frequently running over our ftern, which 
kept us baling with all our ftrength. At noon.the fun appeared, which 
gave us as much pleafure as in a winter’s day in England.) I iffued the 
ast of a pound of bread; and a quarter of a pint of water, as yef- 
terday. > eal sa j 

May 12. Strong gales at SE, with much rain and dark difmal wea- 
ther; moderating towards noon, and wind varying to the NE. Having 
again experienced a dreadful night, the day fhowed to me'a poor mife- 
rable fet of bemgs full of wants, without any thing to relieve them. 
Some complained of \a great pain in their bowels, and all of having but 
very little ufe of their limbs. What fleep we got was fcarce refrefhing, 
we being covered with fea and rain. Two perfons were obliged to he f 
- always baling the water out of the boat. I ferved a fpoonful of rum 
at day-dawn, and the ufual allowance of bread and water, for fupper, 

breakfaft,-and dinner... At noon it was almoft calm, no fui to be 
feen, and fome of us fhivering with cold. " ; 
' May 13. Very f{qually weather, wind foutherly, As I faw no 
profpect of getting our cloaths dried, 1 recommended it to every one 
to ftrip, and wring them through the falt water, by which means t 
received a warmth, that, while wet with rain, they could not ‘have, _ 
and» we were le{s liable to fuffer. from colds or rheumatic ‘complaints, iy 
In the afternoon we faw a kind of fruit on the water, which Mr, Nelz 
fon knew to be the Barringtonia of Forfter, and, as I faw the aine 
_ again in the morning, and fome men of war birds, I was led to believe 
we were not far from land.» | We continued conftantly fhipping. fea 
agd baling, and werg very wet and cold in the night ; but I could ‘ioe 
- aflord 
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afford the allowance of rum at day-break. ‘The 25th of a pound of 
* bread, and water I ferved as ufual. 

« May 14. Frefh breezes and cloudy weather, wind foutherly. Con 
ftantly fhipping water, and very wet, fuffering much cold and fhiverings 

‘4n the night. Servéd the ufual allowance of bread and water; three 
timesaday. At fix in the morning, we faw land, from S W by S 8 
leagues, to N W by W i W 6 leagues, which I foon after found to be 
four iflands, all of them high and remarkable. At noon difcovered a 
rocky ifland N W by N 4 leagues, and another ifland W 8 leagues, fo 
that the whole were fix m number. . 

May 15. Frefh gales at SE, and gloomy weather with rain, and a 
very high fea ; two people conftantly employed baling. In the after- 
noon I pafied the wefternmoft ifland. At one in the morning I dif 
covered another, bearing W N W, five leagues diftance. Thefe iflands 
lie between the latitude of 13° 16’ S and 14° 10’ S= their longitude, 
15° 51’ to 17° 6' W from the ifland Tofoa. The largeft iland may be 
20 leagues in circuit, the others five or fix. The fight of thefe illands 
ferved but to increafe the mifery of our fituation. We were very little 
better than ftarving, with plenty in view; yet to attempt procuring 

’ any relief was attended with fo much danger, that prolonging of life, 
evez in the midft of mifery, was thought preferable, while there re- 
-mained hopes of being able to furmount our hardfhips.. For my own 
rt, I confider the general run of cloudy and wet weather to be a 
lefling of Providence. Hot weather would have caufed us to have 
died with thirft; and perhaps being fo conftantly covered with rain or 


ye Rat 
a: 


fea protefted us from that dreadful calamity. As I had nothing toaffift _ 


my memory, I could not determine whether thefe iflands were a part 
of the New Hebrides or not : I believed. them tans a new dilco- 
very, which I have fince found to be the cafe; but, though they were 
not feen either by M. Bougainville or Capt. Cook, they are fo nearly 
jn the neighbourhood of the New Hebrides, that they muft be con- 
fidered as patt of the fame group. They are fertile, and inhabited, as 
I faw fmoke in feveral places. es 
_ May 16. Frefh gales from the S E, and rainy weather. The night | 
was very dark, not a ftar to be feen to fteer by, and the fea breaking 
_conftantly over us. I found it neceffary to a& as much as poffible 
againft the foutherly winds, to prevent being driven too near New 
Guinea ; for in general we were forced to keep fo much before the fea, 
that if we had not, at intervals of moderate weather, fteered.a more 
__ foutherly courfe, we fhould inevitably, from a continuance of the gles, 
_ have been thrown in fight of that coaft: in which cale there would 
4 evi robably have been an end to our voyage. In addition to our 
- _ miferable allowance of oné 25th of a pound of bread, and a quarter of. 
a pint of water, I iffued for dinner about an ounce of falt pork to each 
. I was often folicited for this pork, but I confidered it better to 
: _ give it in {mall quantities ae = ufe all at once or twice, which would 
have been done if I had allowed it. 
: — _ The funfhine was but of fhort duration. We had ftrong: 
breezes at SE by S, and dark gloomy weather, with ftorms of thun- 
der, lightning, and rain. . The night was truly horrible, and not a ftar 
“to be feen ; fo that our fteerage was uncertain. At dawn of day I found 
ay perfon complaining, and {one of them foliciting Ktraallowance ; 


; 
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but I pofitively refuled it. Our fituation was extrethely miferable; al- 
ways wet, and fuffering extreme cold in the night, without the leaft 
fhelter from the weather, Being conftantly obliged to bale; to kee 
the boat from filling, was, perhaps, not to be reckoned an evil, as 
gave usexercife. The little rum I had was of great fervice to us; when 
our nights were particularly diftrefling, I generally ferved a tea-fpoonful 
ertwoto each perfon : and it was always joyful tidings when they heard 
ef my intentions. At noon’a water-{pout was very near on board of 
us. I iffued an ounce of pork, in additien to the allowance of bread 
and water; but before we began to eat, every perfon fiript and wrung 
their cloaths through the fea-water, which we found warm and re- 
frefhing. ; 

May 18. Frefh gales with rain, and a dark difmal night, wind SE; 
the fea conftantly. breaking over us, and nothing but the wind and fea 
to dire our ftecrage... I now fully determined to make New Holland, 
to the fouthward of Endeavour ftraits, fenfible that it wasneceffary to 
preferve fuch a fituation as would make a foutherl wind a fair one; that. 
I might range the reefs until an opening fhould be found inte {mooth 
water, and we the fooner be able to pick up fame refrefhments. In the 
morning the rain abated, when we ftripped, and wrung our cloaths 
through the fea-water, as ufual, which refrefhed us wonderfully. Every 
perfon complained of violent pain in their bones: I was only furprifed 
that no one was yet laid up. Served one 25th of a pound of br 
and a. quarter of a pint of water, at fupper, breakfaft, and dinner, as 
euftomary. ; 

May.19.  Frefh gales at E N E, with heavy rain, and dark gloomy 
weather, and no fight of the fun, We paft this day miferably wet and — 
cold, covered with rain and fea, from which we had no relief, but at . 
intervals by pulling off our cloaths and wringing them through the feae 
water. In the night we had very fevere lightning, but otherwife it was _ 
fo dark that we could not feeeach other. The morning produced many 
complaints on the feverity of the weather, and I would gladly have 
iffued my allowance of rum, if it had not appeared to me that we were 
to fuffer much more, and that it was neceffary to preferve the little I 
had, to give relief at a time we might be lefs able to bear fuch hards 
fhips; but, to make up for it, I ferved out about half an ounce of 

k to each perfon, with the common allowance of bread and water, 
or dinner. . All night and day we were obliged to bale without inter. 
miflion. At noon it was very bad weather and conftant rain, . 

May 20, Freth breezes E N E with conftant rain ; at times a de~ 
luge. Always baling. At dawn of day, fome of my people 
half dead: our appearances were horrible; and I could lock ow Sa : 
but I caught the eye of fome one in diftrefs. Extreme hunger was 
now too evident, but no one fuffered from thirft, nor had we much > 
inclination to drink, that defire, perhaps, being fatisfied through the - 
_fkin, The little fleep we got was in the midft of water, and we cons 
{tantly awoke with fevere cramps and pains in our bones, This morne 
ing I ferved about two tea-{poonfuls of rum to each perfon, and the ¥ 


po epee icq bread and — * ufual. At noon the fun broke.out, _ 
ad revived every one, ound we were in lat. 14° 49'S; long. — 
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“May 21. Frefh gales, and heavy fhowers of rims Our diftreffes 
were now véry gréat, and we were fo covered with rain and falt water, 
that we could {carcely fee. Sleep, though we longed. for it, afforded 
no comfort: for my own part I almoft lived without itt we iuffered 
extreme. cold, and every one dreaded the approach of night. About 
two o'clock in the morning we were overwhelmed with a deluge of 
raim. It fell fo heavy that we were afraid it would fill the boat, and 
were obliged to bale with all our might. At dawn of day, I ferveda 
large allowance of rum, Towards noon the rain abated and the fun 
fhone, but we were miferably cold and wet, the fea bréaking fo cons 
ftantly over us, that, notwith{tanding the heavy rain, we had not been 
zble to add to our ftock of frefh water. The ufual allowance of one 
e5th of a pound of bread and water was férved at evening, morning, 
and noon. 

May 22. Strong gales from ESE to SSE, a high fea, and dark 
difmal night. Our fituation this day was extremely calamitous, We 
were obliged to take the courfe of the fea, running right before it, and 
watching with the mtmoft care, asthe leaft error-in the helm would ia 
a moment have been our deftruftion.. The fea was continually break. 
mg all over us; but, as we fuffered not fuch cold as when wet with 
the raim, I only ferved the commen allowance of bread and -water. 
At noon it blew very hard, and the foam of ‘the fea kept running over 
eur ftern and quartets. : 

May 23. Strong gales with very hard {qualls, and rains wind SE, 
and SSE. Lhe mifery we fuffered this day exceeded the preceding. 

«The night was dreadful. The ea flew over us with great force, and 
kept us baling with horrer and anxiety, At dawn of day I found 
évery one ina moft diftveffed condition, and I now began to fear that 
another fuch a night would put an end to the lives of feveral -who 
feemed no longer able to fupport fuch fufferings. Every one com: 


~ plained. of fevere pains in their bones; but thefe were alleviated, in 


fome degree, by an allowance of two tea-fpoonfuls of rum ; after 

inking which, having wrung our cloaths, and taken our breakfatt of 
bread and water, we became a little refrefhed. Towards.noon it be.’ 
came fair weather 5, but with very little abatement of the gale, and the 

‘remained equal ‘hi : : a 
ie Qhe sand at fine weather ; wind SSE, and S$. To- 
‘wards the evening the weather looked much better, which rejoiced all 
hands, fo that they eat their feanty allowance with more fatisfa@tion 


_ than for fome time paft, The night alfo was fair; but, being always 
wet with the fea, we fufféred much from the cold. A fine morning, 


Ihad the pleafure to fee, produce fome chearful countenances, To. _ 
wards noon the weather improved, and, the firft time for 15 days paft, 


we found a little. warmth from the fun. We ftripped, and hung our 


cloaths up to dry, which were by this time become fo thread-bare, that ~ 
théy would not keep out either wet or cold, 
25. Freth gales and fair weather. WindSSE. This after- 


38 on we had many birds about us, which are never {een fay from land, 
~ fueh as boobies me noddies. About 3'0’clock the fea began to runfairy 


d we fhipped but little water, I therefore determined to know.the 


 exaGt quantity of bread I had left ; and on examining found, according 
 Soumiy prefent iffues, fufficient for 29 days allowance, In the courle 


of 
ae, we 


t 
‘ 
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of this time I hoped to be at Timor; but, as that was very uncertdin, : 
and’ perhaps after all we might be obliged to go to Java, I determined 
to proportion my iffues to fix weeks. I was ‘apprehenfive that this 
would be ill’ received, and that it would require my utmoft refolution 
to enforce it; for, fmall as the quantity was which I intended: to take 
away, for our future good, yet it might appear to my people like rob- 
bing them of life, and fome, who were lefs patient than, their com- 
pamons, I expected would very ill brook it. I however reprefented it 
fo effentially neceflary to guard again{t delays in our voyage by contrary 
winds, or other caufes, promifing to enlarge upon the allowance.as wé 
got on, that it was readily agreed to. I therefore fixed, that every. 
perfon fhould receive one 25th.of a pound of bread for breakfaft, and 
one 25th of a pound for dinner ; fo that by omitting the proportion 
for fupper, I had 43 days allowance. “At noon fome noddies came 
fo near to us, that one of them ‘was caught by hand; This bird is about 
the fize of a {mall-pigeon. I divided it, with its'entrails, into 18 por- 
tions, and by the method of, Who fhall have this? * It was diftributed 

_ with the allowance of bread and water for dinner, and eat up bones 
and all, with falt water for fauce. fo : HCO. 6 
/ May 26. Frefh gales at SSE, and fine weathers In the evening 
we faw feveral boobies flying fo near to us, that we caught one of them ' 
by hand. . This bird is as large as a good duck; like the noddy, it has 
received its name from feamen, for {uffering itfelf to be caught on the 
mafts and yards of fhips.. They are the moft prefumptive proofs of 
being in the neighbourhood of land of any fea-fowl we are acquainted 
with. I direfted: the bird to be killed for fupper, «and the blood to bes 
given to’ three of the people who were the moft diftreffed for want of 
food. . The body, with the’entrails, beak, and feet, : I divided into 18 
fhares, and with an allowance of bread, which J] made a ‘merit of 
granting, we made.a good fupper, compared with our ufual fare.’ In 
the morning we caught another. booby, {fo that Providence feemed to be 
relieving, our wants im a very extraordinary manner.’ Towards noon 
we pafled.a great many pieces of the branches of trees, fome of which 
appeared to have been no long time in the water. I had a good obs 
fervation for the latitude, and found my fituation'to be in 13° 41'S; 
my longitude, by account, from Tofoa, 37° 13'W ;'courfe § 85° W, 
112 miles,» Every perfon was now overjoyed at the addition to their 
dinner, which I diftributed as I had done inthe evening ; giving the 
blood to thofe who were the moft in want tof food. To make our 
bread a little favoury we frequently dipped it in falt water ; but for my 

_ own part I generally broke mine into {mall pieces, and eat it in my 
allowance of water, out of a cocoa-nut fhell, with a fpoon, €conomi- 

cally avoiding to take too large a piece at a time, fo that I was:as long » 

‘at dinner as if it had been a much more plentiful meal. Puy 


ita ra. __[ To be continued.) . rash 
; One perfon turns his back on the ahiee that is to Me dieiaed,: another ae 
‘points feparately to the portions, at cach of them afking aloud, ‘* Who hall hav 
this ? * To which the firft anfwers by namin fouibboli This impartial me 
of divifion gives every man an equal chance of the befl fhare, + Se Gus 
Se Fea a 
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An Account of the Converfion and Trials of Mr. LAWRENCE 
SPOONER, who lived near Litchfield, in the County of 
Stafford, in a time of perfecution: Taken from his own 
manufcript. 


ie was my mercy to be born of chriftian parents, who not only 

profeffed the form, but felt the power of godlinefs, My res 
verend father gave me the beft initru€tions ; but, my parents 
dying when I was young, I was left to the care of fome chriftian 
friends, who greatly valued me for my father’s fake, I being his 
only fon. 

As I grew up, I became very carelefs about my foul, wafted 
precious time, fell into bad company, and was addiéted to drink= 
ing, and other exceffes, to the great grief and concern of thofe 
who had the overfight of me: I dread to tell aruculars ; but one 
thing, among many others, hath fince diftrefled me exceedingly 5 
namely, that I tempted a poor harmlefs inoffenfive man, to drink 
to excefs.. He is fince dead; and when I think of his precious, 
and immortal foul, it .even pierces and rends my heart, and for 
ought I know, will follow me with forrow to the grave. Ididas 
bad by others; but they, having a great thare of natural reafon, 
were more capable of viewing the danger, and withftanding the 
temptation; befides, they are fill living, and who can tell but 
the grace of God may reach them before they die? ‘ 

Thus I walked in the ways of my own heart tor feveral years, 
and was fuffered to run fuch lengths in vanity.and fin, and to caf} 
fuch flight on the wholefome counfel of my friends, that they 
were ready to give me over for loft. Some ot them even ceafed 
to pray for me; particularly one good woman, who, after con- 
verfing in a ferious folemn manner with me, faid fhe had left off 
mentioning me at the throne of grace. This exprefiion affected 
me for a while very much ; for I all along retained an high opinion, 
of the prayers of the sab though, alas! I had little or no 
defire to pray for myfelf. ~~ 
_ At times, indeed, I was under conviétions of fin, and a fecret 
dread of the divine Wrath, which put me upon prayer, and 
making promifes in my own firength, of forfaking my wicked 
companions, and leading a new life. But thefe impreffions foon 
wore off, and, to my fhame be it mentioned, [ grew as bad, nay 
worfe than before. O matchlefs mercy ! love unfought! bound- 
lefs grace indeed! which {pared fuch a wretch as J, who ran fuch 
lengths in wickednefs, and finned fo wilfully againft God, and 
the di€tates of my own conlcience! 

Being invited by two friends, to go. with them to vifit fome 
" godly men, at that time in prifon for confcience fake; at length I 
_ €onfented. The morning they fet out they fent for me, but as the 
_ weather was wet, and being willing to make excufes, I declined 
“the joume . Soon after they were gone, I felt great remorfey 

+ VOL. 


XIX. July 1796. - attended — 
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attended with fuch: refle€tions as thefe: “Surely I fhall be cons 
* demned at the laft day, becaufe I refufe to vifit prifoners, who . 
“* are confined for Jefus’ fake, whilft I live in eafe and pleafure! be 
This conviétion wrought fo powerfully, that I immediately took 
my horfe and followed them. : 
‘I no fooner entered the prifon, but I was much affeGted with 
feeing thefe fervants of the Lord, infomuch that I could not re- 
frain from tears, though I would fai have concealed them. They 
foon beheld it with joy, and the converfation of one of them 
efpecially, made a deep impreéflion on my mind.* © On taking 
leave of thefe good men, I defired a fhare in their earneft pray- 
érs; and when I came home, began to pray for myfelf, which 
till now, alas! I had feldom done for feveral years. . l bowed my 
knees in fecret-before the Lord; but fach was the dreadful hard- 
nefs of my heart, I knew not what to fay. However, as enabled, P 
prayed for foftening grace, that I might fee the evil of fin, and 
be helped to mourn over it, and that the Lord would bring me to 
the knowledge of my miferable loft ftate and condition. 

* I was under many fears left this concern fhould wear off, as 
formerly ; but thefe fears made me cty with more.earneftnels to 
the Lord, that conviétions might be continued, and that I might 
be as a brand plucked out of the fire. I now loved to be alone 
in the houfe, or in the field, where I have fpent great part of the 
night in frequent fupplication, deep examination, and foul-fearch- 
ing exercifes, begging that I might fee more and more of the 
évil of fin, and be led to the blood and righteoufnefs of the 
Saviour. 

Iwas much affefed with free grace, and unmerited, unfoughts 
for mercy. Thofe have been wonderful words, Ifa. lxv. 2, “I 
am fought of them that afked not for me; I am found of thenr 
that fought me not.” And now I began to love the company of 
good people, whofe fociety I had for along time fhunned; but 
their converfation now was very {weet and delightful to my foul. 
Soon after, my former wicked companions began to affault me 
. with great violence, ftriving with all their might to turn me afide 
from the Lord and his people: likewife my inbred corruptions 
_ began to ftruggle, and feemed to rage more than ever; ‘and Satan 
fet upon me with no {mall fury, tempting me to leave’ off prayer, 
and for fome little time he prevailed: But fill fuch thotghts.as 
thefe would follow me: ‘* Where can I go? whither, O whither 
* can I fly ? Thofe that are afar off from God muft perifh,” &e. 
which brought me, again upon my knees, with fhame and cons 
fufion of face, before the great Searcher of Hearts, Se get 

At length, he who loves to pity fouls had’pity om me: the Lord 
heard my voice, and my cry came up before him! My, fears were 


.* The perfon referred to was. Mr. Pardoe, an ufeful ininifier inthofe sito 
pho afterwards wrote him Aeveral-very, friendly and affectionate letters, which, 
we atly bleffed to his farther conviGtion ahd eftablifhment: This was about the ~_ 
y O75 > Rae ee “ KS - Yt ¥ : 
° quickly 
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quickly turned into faith, my defpair into hope, and my darknefs 
into light: My forrow was ‘turned ‘into joy, my pain into eafe, 
amy bondage into hberty, and my ftorm into afweet calm: In 
fhort, my fetters were all knocked off, and my poor imprifoned. 
foul fet at liberty ; my wounds were all healed with the Balm of 
~ -the Covenant,’ my filthy garments taken ,away, and there was 
given me change of raiment. Now was my head lifted up above 
all mine enemies, my heart-was filled with joy and gladnefs, and 
anew fong put into my mouth: ‘ Blefs the Lord, O my foul !” 
In this delightful frame I gave myfelf upto the church, ‘where 
I qiiickly had the fweet fealings of the Divine Spirit. Thefe 
-words were impreffed with great power foon after my entering on 
a public profeffion, Matt. xxv. 23, “ Well done, good and faith. 
ful fervant.”” This was fu:lowed ‘with that exceeding great and 
precious promife, Heb. xiii. part of the 5th verfe, “ I will never 
Jeave thee; nor forfake thee.” My heart was now even ravithed 
«with a fenfe of the love of God in Chrift Jefus; and fo rich 
qwere my entertainments in the kingdom of grace, that I feemed 
to be in anew world; old things were now palled away; ‘be- 
hold, all things were become new! ws 
But this fweet frame was fhort. It pleafed the Lord to permit 
“me to be exercifed with manifold temptations, which continued 
about the fpace of one whole year; during which feafon I was 
forely buffeted and tempted Sy Satan, and efpecially to sthree . 
things. Qne was to catertan vorrid bialphemous thoughts.’ Not- 
withitanding all my former evidence of unfeen things, {0 frailis 
human nature when tempted, I began greatly to queition the: ftate 
of my own foul, the truth of the Holy Scriptures, the reality df 
a future world; yea, and I may fay, the very being of a God,’ 
None «can ‘conceive, but thofe who have experienced the fame, 
what diftrefs and terror my poor foul was nowin. I was likea 
perfon falling into an overwhelming diftra€tion ; and fuch a fenfe 
“of fin, and dread of the terrible Majefty of an angry Almighty 
God {oon followed, that I feared divine pi wéitld immediately 
{trike me dead, or the earth open and iwallow me up; yea, with 
reverential tears I write it, I thought the very air began to wax 
shot about.me. It is impoflible to exprefs what I felt; bat\God 
knows my theart, I had rather undergo the moft exquifite torments 
that mortal creatures can inflié, than feel the like again ; It feemed 
as though I had been with Ifrael upon Mount Sinai, and had heand 
the giving forth of that fiery law, which made even Mofes ex- 
ceedingly fear and quake. id. . oe Hes 
‘Another temptation’ was concerning my lave to my Saviour, . 
and to call in queftion his love towards me; and fo fiercely were 
Satan’s fiery darts caft at me, that I was forced to makea per- _ 
‘petual verbal refiftance; which, with the ardent ftriving of my © 
4 5B and the feafon of year, fo affeéted me, that I think I may 
truly fay, 1 was almoft fmothered with the heat, baving hardly 
time to lift up my head for alittle air, as J lay ftruggling-on the 
2k i? ee ede | ground, 


i] 


? 


, preflion on my mind, that fome informer was there, and 
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ground. During this fore confli&t, I frequently replied to Satan, 
*© 1 hope I fhall love him, I hope I fhali, I hope I hall,” At 
laft, through great mercy, this word, “ L believe I fhall,” was put 
into my mouth, whereby my courage encreafed, and the power 
of the temptation very fenfibly abated. 

_ Buta'third affault in this fad feafon, was that of {piritual pride’: 
‘Ino fooner perceived this coming upon me, but I think I fhould 
thave run through a burning fire to have found a place of fhelter; 
but fince that could not be, I immediately retired, ufing thefe 


’ words a great number of times during my~refiftance of the adver- 


dary, “ Lord, hide me, hide me! O remove pride from me!” &e. 
But this confli&, through mercy, was fhorter than thofe I had be- 
fore met with. 
, During the-continuance of thefe fore temptations, I frequently 
retired into the fields, where I have {pent a great part of the night 
an earneft. cries, and flrong wreftlings with the Lord, till at length 
I conceived fome {mall hope. By degrees my {pirit revived, the 
‘cloud broke, the day began to dawn, and the Sun of Righteouf- 
nefs avofe with frefh healing in his wings. 
And I hope thefe fharp confli€ts were profitable on many ac- 
counts. | Hereby Iwas perfeétly cured of thofe Atheiftical thoughts 
which ufed to trouble me. — I was likewife helped to engage in the 
duty of prayer, both in my clofet and family, with greater reve- 
ence .and ferioufnefs, and with more awe of the Divine Majefty, 
which was henceforth infcribed on my heart in the deepeft charac- 
ters. | I alfo faw more of the plague of my own heart, appearing 
toimyfelt nothing elfe but an emblem of fpiritual Babylon; the 


thold:of every foul fpirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful 


bird. ‘ 

One thing, efpecially, thefe fearful combats taught me; namely, 
never to defire a fight of fin, without a view of the Saviour, I 
chad many times intreated, with almoft as much vehemence and 


- earnelinefs as ever }afked any thing, that the Lord would give 


mera greater fight and fenfe of fin, and open to my view, all the 


corrupt channels of my heart. He anfwered my requeft; but fo 


aterribly. in righteoufnefs, that it made me ever after very careful 
‘how I afked for fuch difcoveries. In fhort, I was hereby taught 
to pity the tempted, as well as prepared for thofe future trials I 
was to pafs through, which I fhall now briefly relate, to the:glory 
‘of God, and the encouragement of others. . 


Inthe year 1683, on the firft day of O&ober, we had aiconfider- 


- able meeting at my houfe ; not only for our own friends, but alfo 


feveral from other focieties near us, who were aflembled together 
to hear a very worthy minifter that came many miles to preach 
the Gofpel among us. When he was engaged in prayer, two ine 
formers came in, unknown to us all; and after being filent awhile 
one of them began to fpeak aloud and to diflurb the aflembly. 
A little before he began to fpeak, I had a fudden firong im.) 
that in | 
i ate . cafe. 


"a 
, 
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cafe he fhould give us any difturbance, I fhould go to him, and 
endeavour to prevent him. Accordingly I went, and called them 
both -afide, defired them not to interrupt us in our worfhip ; ads 
ding, that if aught was done contrary to law, they knew what 
advantage they had again{t houfe ar hearers. They told me they 
wondered I would keep fuch unlawful affemblies at my houfe. | 
replied, I was not careful to anfwer in that matter, having rules 
for our praétice long before thefe laws of the realm were made, 
wifhing them again not to interrupt the meeting, They then de- 
fired to know the Preacher’s name, and faid they would depart. 
This I refufed, yet they withdrew without any further inter- 
ruption, 

A few days after they went in great triumph to the meeting of 
Juftices, to inform againft us; and calling on one of our fociety 
by the way, told him with an air of contempt, that they were 
going about our bulinefs. But the Juftices only gave them for 
anfwer, That they would confult with their fellows, and appoint 
them a time to come again. 

Perceiving the enemy now likely to come in like a flood, we 
‘concluded to fet a day apart for folemn humiliation, fafling, and 
prayer. At the clofe of this meeting two queftions were debated ; 
the one, Whether we fhould continue our meetings at the ufual 


_ place, and keep them openly as before? The other, Whether® 


we fhould difpofe of our goods privately ; or, if God in his pro- 
‘vidence fhould permit, fuffer them to be feized ? ro 
With regard to the former queftion, it was determined to kee 

our meetings as ufual; not only as the-place was moft commo. 
dious, but left our feeking more privacy fhould embolden our 
enemies. And that word was brought to my mind, Ifa. li, 12, 
** Who art thou, that thou fhouldeft be afraid of a man that thall 
die, and of the fon of man, which thall be made as grafs >?” 
As to our goods we determined nothing ; only thefe queries were 
propofed for confideration, Whether thofe great and precious pro- 
vifes made to fuch who fuffer for Chrift and his gofpel, are not 

Whether thofe 


beyond any of God’s ‘creatures here below ? 


_ praétices whieh moft ufe in a time of fuffering, are not Pp x4 
a 


forbidden in the Word? Andwhether any affliftion that bef. 


_ the people of God, is not for the trial of their faith, and for 


their profit? And if fo, whether chriftians may not take joy- 
_ fully the fpoiling of their goods ? 


Having thus by prayer and fupplication made our requefts known 


_ unto God, and committed the keeping of our fouls, our bodies, 


and our fubftarice to him, as to a faithful Creator; we agreed to 


ee 


wait upon the Lord, to keep in the path of duty, and to ftrengthen 


the feeble-minded, to fupport the weak, and to thew ourlelves 
| patient towards our enemies. . 


The next Lord’s-day the informers went to break up another 


Meeting ; but miffing their aim, they came to our’s about the 


souclufion of the fame, while we were commemorating the ——_ 
= he. - and 


\ 


. 


4 


. 
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and fufferings of our’ bleffed Saviour. _ They rufhed in very 
haftily, I fuppofe, thinking to have furprifed us. They began to 
fpeak very confidently what they pleafed, but perceiving the 
Minifter make no paufe, nor any of the people rife from their 
feats, it gave a.check to their boldnefs. Atter they had fat fome 
confiderable time, and one. of them efpecially, appearing to be 


mnder conviétions, they withdrew, and our meeting ended in 
comfort and peace. ) 


[ To be concluded in the next. | 
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Mr. FLETCHER’s. LETTERS, 
To Mrs. GREENWOOD. 

| My dear Friend, Madeley, June 20, 1784. 
Shall never forget the mercy, which the living and the dead 
have fhewed me ; but the fight of Mr, Greenwood in his fon, 
has brought fome of my Newington {cences frefh to my remem- 
"ogi and I beg leave to convey my tribute of thanks back by 
is hands. Thanks! Thanks! What nothing but words? Here 
as my humbling cafe; I wifh to requite your manifold kindnefs, 
but I cannot; and fo I muft be fatisfied to be ever your infolvent 
debior. Nature and grace donot love it. Proud nature lies un- 
eafy under great obligations, and thankful grace would be glad to 
put fomething in the fcale oppofite to that, which you have filled 
with fo many favours. But what fhall Iput?. I with I could 
fend you all the bank of England, and all the gofpel of Chrift; 
but the firft is not mine, and the fecond is already yours: fo 
praying the Lord Jefus to make up my deficiencies with you, as 
e has done with. his Father, I remain your fill unprofitable, 

and ftill obliged Lazarus, 


To JAMES IRELAND, Efq; 


Sa the Lord keeps us both in flippery places, that we 
thay ftill fit loofe to all below. Let us do fo more and more, - 
and make the beft of thofe days which the Lord grants us to finifh 
the work he has given us todo, OQ let us fall in with the gracious 
defigns of his providence; trim our lamps, gird our loms, and 
prepare to efcape to the heavenly fhore, as Paul did when he faw 
_ the leaky thip ready to.go-to the bottom, and made himfelf ready 
to fwim to Jand. " . 
_» 1 keep in my centry-box till Providence removes ‘me: my ifitu- 
. ation is guite /uéted to my little ftrength; Iamay do as much oras 
little as I pleafe, according to my weaknefs; and I have an ad- 
_ ‘Wantage, which I can have no where elfe in fuch a degree ;— my — 
-dittle field of a€tion is juft at my own door, fothat if I ha ) 
#0 overdo mylelf, I have buta ftep from my pulpit to my bed, 
. and ; 


- 


mag aca EAzuA, © Madeley, Sept. 13, 1784. 
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and from my bed to my grave. I with brother Tandy joy about 


oppofition: this muff be, and the more of it, the more will the 
word of God prevail. If 1 had a body full of vigour and a purfe’ 
full of money, I fhould like well enough to travel about as Mr. 
Welfley does, but as Providence does not call me to it, I readily 
fubmit. The {nail does beft im its fhell: were it to aim at gale. 
loping like the race horfe, it would be ridiculous indeed. thank 
God, my wife, who joins me in thanks to you: for your kind 
offer, is quite of my mind with refpeé to the call: we have to a 
fedentary lite. We are two poor invalids, who between us make 
half a \abourer. 
We fhall have Tea cheap, and Light very dear: I don’t ad= 
mire the exchange. Twenty thoufand chambers walled up, and 
filled with foul air are converted into fo many dungeons for the 
induftrious artifan, who, being compelled by this murderous tax, 
denies himfelf the benefit of Light and Air! Bleffed be God, the 
hight of heaven, and the air of the fpiritual world, are fill ffees 
may we open doors and windows to let it into our fouls, which 
fhall be purified and enlightened by thefe heavenly guefts, c 
. My dear Partner fweetly helps me to drink the dregs of life, 
and to carry with eafe the daily crofs. Neither the nor Tare lone 
for this world: we /ee it, we feel it; and by looking at death and: 
his Conqueror, we fight before-hand our laf battle, with that laf 
enemy whom our dear Lord hath overcome for us. That we may 
triumph over him with an humble, Chriftian courage, is the 
prayer of, my dear friend, your’s, j. F. 


To Mrs, THORNTON. 
My dear Friend, * Madeley, Jan. 21, 1785. 


Cannot exprefs how much I was concerned at hearing of Mr. 
I Greenwood’s illnefs: my poor prayers have heartily attended 
him. I want much to hear of his better ftate of heath. Give 
mine and my wife’s kindeft love to him; and fhould change of 
air, now the Spring is coming on, be likely to be of fervice to 
him, we defire both him, and you, and Mrs, Greenwood to re- 
member, that you have at Madeley a country retreat, ae 
the noife of London, and the hurry of bufinefs, where w d 


_ be glad to have an opportunity of requiting the kindnefs thewed 


4 
“ 


- 
- 


to me both by the living and the dead. _ 
O' that the Lord would make both his cup and yours run over f 


- Between the living and the dead, (being dying worms ourfelves) 


what manner of people ought we to be in our generation? ‘If we 
cannot be what we would, burning and fhining lights, fhewing" . 
forth the glory, the mercy, the love of our Lord, as thofe, who: 


: flame with indefatigable zeal, and run a race of immenfe labours, . 


3 
ye 


" 


let us at leaft lic meekly at Chrift’s feet, as Mary, or patiently 
hang on the crofs, as our common Lord, eres 


- I want — 
oad ‘ : oo J 
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I want much to know, how you all do, in foul and body: as | 
for me, I make juft fhift to fill up my little centry-box, by the 
help of my dear Partner. Had we more ftrength we fhould have 
opportunity enough to exert it. O that we were but truly faithful 
in our litle place! Your great ftage of London is too high for 
people of little ability and little ftrength, and therefore we are 
afraid of venturing upon it, left-the confequence fhould be bring- 
ing new burdens on our generous friends. We fhould be glad to 
rife high in ufefulnefs; but God, who needs us not, calls us to 
fink in deep refignation and humility. His will be done! That 
God would blefs you with all his choiceft bleflings, for time and 
‘eternity, is the fincere prayer of, my dear Friends, your obliged 
fervants, J. and M. F. 


To the Right Hon. Lady MARY FITZGERALD. | 

Madeley, Feb. 11, 1785. 

ee righteoufnefs, peace and joy be multiplied to dear 
Lady Mary, and to all, who are dear and near unto her, 

from the Father of mercies, thro’ the Son of his boundlefs love, 
and thro’ the Spirit of infinite love, which the Father breathes 
continually towards the Son, and the Son towards the Father!) So 
prays John Fletcher. And who are we, my lady, that we fhould 
not be fwallowed up by this holy, loving, living Spirit, which 
fills heaven and earth? I£ we could exclude him from our hearts, 
we might vilely fet up /e/f, in oppofition to him who is all in all. 
But whether we confider it or not, there he is, a true, holy, 
loving, merciful God, Affent to it, my lady; believe it, rejoice 
in it. Let him be’ God, all in all; your God in Chrift Jefus ; 
your Brother, who is flefh of your flefh, bone of your bone ; 
your Surety, who payeth all your debt, in whom the Father was 
reconciling you and us unto himfelf, and.in whom. we are ac 
cepted. What an ocean of love to fwim in,—to dive into! 
Don’t be afraid to venture, and to plunge with all your’s; efpes 
cially our dear friends in St. James’s Place, Mrs. G, and Mrs.,.L. 
&c. Iam, &c. aa fe er 


To Mr. HENRY BROOKE. / 
_ My dear Brother, Madeley, Feb. 20, 1785. 
J Eare all fhadows.. Your mortal parent hath pafled away ; 
and we pafs away after him, Bleffed be the Author of; 
every good and perfeét gift, for the fhadow of his eternal Pa. 
ternity difplayed to us in our deceafed parents. What was good, 
loxing. and lovely in them, is with Chrift in God; where we 
may {till enjoy it empicztly, and where we fhall expéicitly senjoy. 
it, when He thall appear. A Jeffon I learn daily, is to fee things 
and perfons in their inwi/ble root, and in their eternal principle; 
where, they are not fubjeét to change, decay, and death; but 
where they bloffom and thine in the primeval excellence allotted 
them ,by their gracious Creator. By this means, I learn to walk, 
2, SS irik ek en 
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by faith, and .not by fight; but, like a child, inflead of walking 
ftraight and firm in thjs good fpiritual way, I am fill apt to cling 
here or there ;" which makes me cry, “ Lord let me fee all things 
** more clearly, that I may never miftake a fhadow for the fub- 
ftance, nor put any creature, no not for a moment, in the place 
of the Creator; who deferves to be loved, admired, and fought 
after, with all the powers of our fouls,” ‘ 
Tracing his Image in all the footfteps of nature, or looking for 
the divine fignature on every creature, as we fhould look for the 
King’s image on an old rufty medal, is true Philofophy ; and to 
find out that, which is of God iz ourfelves, is the true Wifdom, 
— genuine godlinefs. I hope you will never be afraid, nor afhamed 
of it. I fee no danger in thefe ftudies and meditations, provided 
we ftill keep the end in view, —the a// of God, and the Shadowy 
nothingne/s of all that is vifible. 
With refpeé to the great Pentecoftal difplay of the Spirit's - 
glory, I ftill look for it within and without ; and to look for it 
aright is the leffon lam learning. 1 am now led to be afraid of 
* that in my nature, which would be for pomp, fhew, and vifible 
glory. Iam afraid of falling by fuch an expeftation into what I 
call a fpiritual judaizing; into a looking for Chrift’s coming in 
my own pompous conceit, which might make me reject him, if 
his wifdom, to crucify mine, chofe to come in a meaner way: 
and if, inftead of coming in his Father’s glory, he chofe to come 
meek, riding, not on the cherubim, but on the foal of an afs. 
Our Saviour faid, with refpe& to his going to the feaft, My time is 
not yet come: whether his time to come and turn the thieves and 
buyers out of the outward Church is yet come,,I know not. I 
doubt Jerufalem, and the holy place, are yet given to be trodden 
under foot by the Gentiles. _Thefe doubts 1 wait to be folved by 
_ the teaching of the great Prophet, who is alone poffeffed of Urim 
and Thummim. The mighty power to wreftle with him is all 
divine ; and I often pray, — 


That mighty faith on me beftow, . 
Which cannot afk in vain, ~ $ 
- Which holds, and will not let thee go, 
Till I my fuit obtain : 
_ Till thou into my foul infpire, . - 
_. That perfeé& love unknown, 
_ And tell my infinite defire, 
late? “‘Whate’er thou wilt be done. | "ws 
- In fhort, the- Lord crucifies my wi/dom and my will every way ¢ 
ae muft be crucified as the ¢hzeves. All my bones muft be broken ; 
for there is fill-in me that impatience of wifdom, which would 
- ftir, when'the tempter fays, Come down from the cro/s. It is not 
— for us to know Ae ‘times and feafons, the manner and myftical 
means of God’s working; but only to hunger and thirft after 
Vou. XIX. July ab ‘a rightegu{nefs, 
aay x ‘ 3 3 : 
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righteoufnefs, and lie paffive before the Great Potter. In fhort, f 
begin to be content to be a veffel of clay, or of wood, fo I may 
be emptied of felf, and filled with try God, my all. Don’t give 
up your confident hope: it faves ftill fecretly, and hath a jatar. 
and, by and by, will havea great recompence of reward. 

“Tam glad, exceeding glad, that your dear Partner goes on fim- 
* ply and believingly. Such a companion is a great bleffing, if 
you know how to make ufe of it. For when two of you fhall 
agree touching one thing in prayer, it fhallbe done. My wife 
and I endeavour to fathom the meaning of that deep promife ; 
join your line to ours, and let us fearch what, after all, exceeds 
knowledge, 1 mean the wifdom, and the power, the love and faith- 
fulnefs of God. 

My wife and I embrace you both; and pray you would help 
ohe another, and us, by your prayers. Adieu. Be the Lord’s, 
as. the French fay; and fee God yours in Chrift, for you, and 
for all our dear brethren. We are, your obliged friends, 

y : J. and M. F. 
. To Mr. MELVILL HORNE. 

__ Dear Brother, Madeley, May 10, 1785. 
Os on improving yourfelf by reading, but above all by medz- 
AD tation and prayer: and allow our Lord to refine you in the 
fire of ‘temptation. Where you fee a want, at home or abroad, 
within or without, look upon that want, as a warning to avoid the 
caufe of the leannefs you perceive, and a call to fecure the blef. 
fings, which are ready to take their flight; for fometimes true 
riches, like thofe of this world, make themfelves wings and fly 
away: the -heavenly dove may be grieved, and take its flight to 
humbler, and more eon roofs. Iam glad you do not want 
hare or violent meafures: I hope you never will countenance 
them, no not againft what you diflike. I believe things willturn 
out very well at the Conference, and I fhall be a witnefs of it, 

if the Lord of the harveit gives me a commiffion fo be a fpec. 
tator, of the order and quietnefs of thofe who fhall be there: if 


not, I fhall belp. you by prayer to draw from far thé bleflings of 
‘love upon our friends. 


becaufe ‘ does, and will do all things well. ¢ #. po om 

1 truft you fabour for God and fouls, not for praifé and { 

_ When the latter are our aim, God, in mercy, bleffes us Wecatted 
rennefs, that we may give up’ Barabbas, and releafe the 
Jefus, whoin we crucify atreth by fetting che thiet on the thr ey. 

° 


~ 
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and the Lord of glory at our foot{tool : for fo do thofe who preach 


Chrift out of contention, or that they may have the praife of 
men. That God may blefs you and your labours is the prayer of 
your old brother, ) =e 


To JAMES IRELAND, Efq; 


My dear Friend, —_ Madeley, July 19, 1785, 
LESSED be Gop, we are ftill alive; and in the midft of 

) many infirmities, we enjoy a degree of health fpiritual and 
bodily. O how good was the Lord, to come as Son of Man, to 
live here for us, and to come in his Spirit to live in us for ever! 
oe + a myftery of godlinefs: the Lord make us /u// witneffes 
or it! - : 
A week ago, I was tried to the quick by a fever with which my 
dear wife was afflifted: two perfons whom fhe had vifited having 
‘been carried off, within a piftol fhot of our houfe, I dreaded her 
being the third, but the Lord hath heard prayer, and fhe is {pared. 
Oh what is life! ‘*On what a flendcr thread hang everlafling 
** things!” My comfort, however is, that this thread is as ftrong 
as the will of God, and the word of his grace which cannot be 
broken. — That grace and peace, love and thankful joy, may 
ever attend you, is the with of your moft obliged triends, 
E93! y Jj. and M,. E. 
Enp or Mr. FLETCHER's LETTERS. oil 


‘a0 
To the Eprror of the ARMINtIAN MAGAZINE.» ° 
.. My dear Friend, London, May 6, 1796. 
A SI fincerely with fuecefs to your endeavours in age: 
CX the Light of the Gofpel of God our Saviour in the w 

I take the liberty of fending you the following account. Andd 
do this the more willingly, becaufe I know that many perfons in 
our conneétion who have read that fhort narrative of the Lord’s 
dealings with my own foul, (publithed in the January Magazine 
for 1779,) have defired to know how my honoured Father, who 
had fo violently oppofed my being a Methodift, finifhed his 
‘courfe. 7 | . ; Te 
After he had experienced the power of divine grace, he bée 
came a remarkable fteady follower of Chrift. . He was zealous in 
promoting the caufe of God, and fincerely wifhed that all within 
Ke circle of his acquaintance might embrace the Truth, He evi- 
dently loved the minifiérs of Chrift ; and the people of God he 
efteemed as the excellent of the earth; and their company and 
converfation were greatly valued by him. J never knew a perfon 
ore conftant in all the means of grace, whether public or pri 


wate, than he was, to the end of his days. “At the public 
ing bis feat was never empty, while he was able to walk tne 
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help of two peifons down to the Chapel; and when there, no one 
could be more attentive to every part of divine worfhtp. He never 
miffed his Clafs a fingle time in the whole courfe of his life, if 
he was’at home, and very frequently he attended at all the other 
Claffes which met in the village where he lived. 

He was naturally of a very warm temper, but for a confiderable 
time after being brought to the knowledge of God, he had full do- 
minion over it: And no doubt, had he lived in the exercife of 
-the grace which the Lord beftowed upon him, and looked as he 
' “ought for the accomplifhment of all the divine promifes, he would 
have continued to enjoy that ftate of inward liberty into which 
the Lord had brought him. But like too many profeffors, by 
little and little he gave way to his natural temper, and confes 
quently fuffered very great lofs in the divine life; and by this 
means prepared a bitter cup of deep forrow and fevere diftrefs 
againft adying hour. It is on this account chiefly, that the fub- 
fequent narrative is made public, as a folemn warning to profef- 
fing Chriftians to take care that they do not lofe their fr/t love, 
_ by foffering evil tempers, thofe roots of bitternefs, to {pring up 
‘again-‘in their minds. I know well, that there are many who 
make-but little account of being overcome-by anger, when they 
meet with any thing difpleafing; and not a few have fo habituated 
themfelves to this evil, that now their confciences give them very 
little trouble about it, as it is become quite familiar. This was 
the cafe with my dear father. 7 . 

I was ftationed in London in 1769, and in the month of Ocs 
tober that year, I received a letter from my brother, informing 
me of the ficknefs of my father. Mr. Wefley very freely gave 
me leave to go down into Yorkfhire to fee him. I did fo, and 
found him very weak in body, and not likely to live long. He 
appeared to have much peace in his mind, to be patient under his 
affliction, refigned to the will of God, and willing to die, having 
no painful fear or dread of death; fo that we thought all was well 
‘with him, | But as he lay in his bed one morning, (feveral weeks 
before his deceafe,) be had a difcovery of ‘all the Lord’s gracious 
‘dealings with him, and the whole travail of his foul from firft to 
daft. He faw into what an holy and happy ftate the Lord brought 
him when he was firft juftified, and the mature and excellence of 
the privileges he then enjoyed. He plainly faw how long he had 
-ftood faft in that liberty, and how far he had been faithful to the 
grace then given; and likewife, when, and by what means he had 
gig Holy Spirit, and loft a meafure of the. life of God. 
He faw that from that time he had frequently difhonoured God, 
. ‘and gradually departed from him in heart, till he wandered into. 
the wildernefs, where he enjoyed but little communion with the 
Redeemer. He difcovered, in fuch a manner as words cannot 
exprefs, that all his religious duties were too formal, ; and that 
“however conftant he had been in attending them, they had not 
proved what the Lerd defigned them to be, viz. mivole falvation 
to his. foul, Sh ee OR ee 
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It is impoffible to defcribe the dreadful anguith and diftrefs that 
now well nigh overwhelmed his foul. O how bitterly he lamented 
his paft untaithfulnefs, and mourned on account of his having 
grieved the Holy Spirit. He quite gave up his confidence in God 
as. reconciled to him, and had little hope of obtaining mercy. 
Satan, who always loves to fith in troubled waters, laboured to 
heighten this ‘diftrefs, by drawing a vail over the mercy and love 
of God, and by fuggefting fuch thoughts to his mind as tended to 
plunge him into the dark regions of defpair. 

We all tenderly fympathized with my father in this hour of 
diftrefs, and endeavoured to comfort and encourage him alf 

_ that we poffibly could, by enlarging upon the mercy and love of 
God in Chrift Jefus, and his willingnefs to fave poor returning 
finners, He ferioufly attended to all that we could fay, and as 
cordially joined with us in prayer, whenever opportunity ferved; 
but nothing could fatisfy him till he obtained a clear manifeftation 
of the love of God. This, in anfwer to our inceffant prayers, 
the Lord mercifully granted unto him, filling his whole foul with 
peace and joy in believing. O- what a glorious change did he 
now experience !_ He had not only a divine confcioufnefs of his 
intereft in Chrift, but was fully renewed in righteoufnefs and 
true holinefs; He was all.meeknefs, gentlenefs, humility and 
love. ’ 

From this time to the hour of his death, he had a joyful hope 
of heaven, and quietly and patiently waited for the happy hour 
when the Lord fhould fign his releafe from the body, and receive 
him into paradife. He was quite free for me to return to Lon. 

. don wheneyer I pleafed. He faid, “1 cannot die when I would; 
** I muft wait the Lord’s time; and you will be wanted in your 
“ Circuit; go then, when you think proper; I have feen you, 
** and that is enough.” 

He appeared to Ne wholly given up to the Lord, and conftantly 
engaged in prayer, except when converfing with the family, or 
with fome Chriftian friend who called to fee him. His difcourfe 

- “was fpiritual and heavenly, and he could‘ not relith any con- 
verfation but that which favoured of the heaven to which he 
was going. . ) foe ee 

One day, when talking to me and my brother, tears of joy and 
gratitude flowed from his eyes at the thought of leaving all his 
family united in the facred bonds of chriftian as well as brotherly. 
love: “I think, (faid he) I may now die with the greateft fatis- 

‘* fa€tion that any man ever did, feeing that 1 leave. you all of 

*€ one heart and of one mind.” 

I was with him all the day on which he died. He faid very 

_ dittle to any one, but his mind feemed altogether flayed upon the 

- Lord. 1 prayed with him a fhort time before he changed for 

_ death ; and he expreffed the flrongeft confidence in God, and an 

-_earneft PSG to depart. ; es nine vans ~ ey Abhiors fal 

- quietly, without either a figh or groan, or the leaft flruggle, fell | 
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afleep in my arms. There was fomething remarkably firiking 
in his countenance when he was dead, wonderfully expreflive of 
that extraordinary ferenity of mind which the Lord favoured him 
with in his dying moments. He had enjoyed a meafure of the 
fanétifying grace of God near ten years, and died Nov. 29, 17695 
in the 79th year of his age. y af 
Soon after my father’s death, my brother wrote me the fol 
Towing letter. : 
With refpe€& to my dear departed father, he is feldom out 
of my mind; I think of him whenalone, with a melting heart 
and weeping eyes. I have at certain times felt fuch a defire to 
fee him again asI cannot defcribe. An expreflion which you 
dropped in the pulpit has often been a check to me, viz. If a 
with would bring him back again, I would not dare to with it.” 
Had it not been for this, and I know that you loved him as well 
as I could poffibly do, I fhould often have wifhed he might have 
returned to us again. | ' ; 
“ The words which he fpoke to me in his laf confli& with 
Satan, with fuch deep concern in his countenance, I {hall never 
forget. But he is now where fear can never come, and where 
temptation can have no place : 
*Tis finifh’d, ’tis paft, his confli& below, 
- The greateft and laft he ever thall know ; 
Triumphantly glorious, through Jefus’s zeal, 
And more than vi€torious o’er fin, death, and hell. 


_ I doubt not but he is now joined’ with the Church trium- 
hant, and from thofe peaceful regions, 1 almoft think, I hear 
im kindly forbid me thus to weep and mourn on his account, — 
feeing that» he is now inexpreflibly happy in the enjoyment of. 
God. O yes; I moft affuredly believe, that he is this moment 
worthipping before the throne, with thofe holy happy ones, whofe 
bleffed fociety my foul longs to join. O my brother, I truft that 
he will one day give us a hearty welcome to that glorions city 
where pain and parting fhall be no more. The thoughts of this’ 
yavifhes my very heart and quite.overcomes me: © =. 
*\ There all the fhip’s company meet) © + 
_ That fail'd with the Saviour beneath; > 
With fhouting each other they greet, #3 
And triumph o’er forrow and death : \ 
The voyage of life’satanend, hs, 
The painful affliétion is paft, "are cae * 
The age that in heaven they fpend 4 
For ever and ever fhall lat}? 9) LPSe 
In the above account, we may fee much of the mercy and: 
love of God manifefted towards ake wha Raa ae fy 5h 
againft the Truth, and defpifed thofe who embraced it. He ce 


tainly thought him(elf ‘poffelfed of real. selinign belo “he eat 


any knowledge of its nature; and believed himfelf to be a faith, 
5 Bate fuk 
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ful worthipper of God, before he had any faving acquaintance 
with him, —__ He was thoroughly awakened, and laboured under 
very deep and painful convictions for a confiderable time, till the 
Lord manifefted himfelf unto him as a fin-pardoning God. For 
fome time he walked in the living Light ; but alas! unhappily 
miffed his way, by fuffering his own bad tempers to rife from 
the dead. And, as I am atraid that this is the cafe with too 
many, who look upon themfelves as believers ; from the example 
of one who was unfpeakably dear to me, and from the con- 


' fideration of what he fuffered upon his death-bed, I beg leave to 


warn all, who may fee this account, to take care left they alfo 
fall into.the fame condemnation, and plant before hand their 


_ dying pillow with thorns. 


The golpel ftate moft affuredly is a flate of Liberty; liberty 
from the guilt, and from the power or dominion of fin. Thus 
we have long been accuftomed to fing: 


The guilt and power, with all thine art, 
Can never be disjoin’d ; 

Nor will Gop bid the guilt depart, 
And leave the power behind. 


_ Perhaps fome will anfwer, “ Without doubt, every believer is made 


free from the power of outward fin.” This is not enough ; 
All awakened finners who are faithful to enlightening grace, are 
free in this refpe&t; they bring forth fruits meet for repentance, 

a believer, being created anew in Chrift Jefus, and having 
crucified the flefh with all its affeGtions and defires, is made free 
from the power of inward fin: He has dominion over his own 
{pirit and tempers, and in this fenfe, is made free from fin, and 
becomes a fervant of God, The fame living faith which brings 


. the ‘peace of God into the confcience, brings alfo divine purity 


"into the heart. So that a real believer can a with the Apoftle, 


© The law of the Spirit of Life in Chrift Jefus, hath made me 


free from the law of fin and death.” It is but too true, very few 


_ continue long in this liberty, unlefs they look for the utter de- 


ftruétion of all fin, and prefs forward towards the mark of per- 


fe& love. Thofe who-fail here, generally grow weary of the in- 
_ ward war: The fleth lufteth againft the {pirit, till the flefh proves 


* 
1 


x: 


ie: 


_ onqueror, and then we fee believers (fo called,) foon angry, 


overned by their own will, conquered by pride and evil delire. 
thefe things ought not to be fo: Surely the will of God is, 

our entire fanctification. of body, foul and fpirit ; and confe- 
quently, it. is our indifpenfible duty, not only to hold faft wheres 
unto we have attained, but alfo to follow after, in order that we 
may apprehend that for which we are apprehended of God in 
Chrift Jefus. In doing this, we fhall retain the maftery. over our 
n fpirit, and increale with all the increafe of God. I am your 
eGtionate brother, © 5 = gs, J. PAWSON. 
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Tuz BLESSING or a CHEERFUL HEART. 
fexTRAcTED FROM A LATE EMINENT WRITER. ] 


Wes we furvey the World in which we live, and in 
which we find things framed not only for neceffity, but 
pleafure; not only for ufe, but beauty. The lights which God 
hath “fet in the firmament of heaven, to divide the day from the 
night, to be for figns, and for feafons, for days, and for years,” 
while they anfwer all thofe purpofes according to his ordinance, 
do, at the fame time, cheer and delight us, by their fplendid ap- 
pearance. The bloffoms of the fpring, which ferve to proteét 
the infant fruit; the glories of fummer, which mature and bring. 
' jt to perfeGtion; and the riches with which autumn overfpreads 
the face of a country, contribute as much to the fatisfaétion of 
the beholder, as they do to the hufbandman’s advantage, The 
fame genial power which brings food out of the earth for the 
nourifhment of the animals that walk upon it, arrays it in a co- 
Jour the moft agreeable and refrefhing to the eye of man. And 
let any one, who walks forth, at the proper feafen of the year, 
to contemplate the creation in its beauty; who beholds the bright- 
nefs of the fun, the clearnefs of the fky, the verdure of the earth, 
well. watered paftures clothed with flocks, valleys coveréd over. ; 
with corn, and woods refounding with the mufic of birds; let 
fuch a one determine ‘* whether Providence defigned, this world 
fhould’be filled with murmurs and repinings, or: that the heart of 
man fhould be involved in gloom and melancholy.” Certainly 
the Pfalmift was of another opinion, whofe defcription of the 
pleafing objeéts; with which nature abounds, may fupply their — 
abfence, anid make them prefent to our minds : — “ He fondeth 
the fprings into the valleys, which run among the hills. They 
_ give drink to every beaft-ot the field; the wild affes quench their 

thirft. By them fhall the fowls of heaven have their habitation, 
and fing among the branches. He watereth the hills from his 
chambers ; the earth is fatisfied with the fruit of thy works. He 
caufeth the grafs to grow for the cattle, and herb for the fervice ' 
of man, that he may bring forth food out of the earth? and wine 
that maketh glad the heart of man, and oil to make his face fhine, 
and bread which ftrengtheneth man’s heart.” A furyey of creation 
filled his heart with admiration, joy and gladnefs, “ O Lord,” | 
fays he, “ how manifold are thy works! In wifdom haft thou’ 
made them all; the earth is full of thy riches! —I will fing unto ; 
the Lordéis long as I live ; I will fing praife unto my God, while - 
I have my being. My meditation of him fhall be fweet ; I -will 
be glad in the Lord.” it aes 

- A cheerful difpofition of mind, is a duty we owe to our Maker, 
who hath placed us in a world thus flocked with objeéts, capable — 
_ of infpiring complacency and delight. For it was, doubtlefs, his 

intention, that, by contemplating the beauties and glories of the — 

. * "\-¢reation, 


— ‘Lerd 


The 'Bleffing of a cheerful Heart. 853 


teation, we might be led to make fuitable returns of gratitude 
and thankfulnefs to the Creator. But gloom and melancholy will 
never fuffer emotions like thefe to arife in a mind, of which they 
have taken poffeffion. Such a temper, therefore, when it is be- 
come a fixed and fettled one, appears not only to be to the laft 
degree inconvenient and tormenting, but to have a manifeft tinc- 
ture of impiety, To receive the gifts of heaven with a four 
alpeé anda fullen filence, what is it but to throw them back, 
‘with difdain, to the bountiful Donor, declaring, that we will have 
none of them? It is the rebellious obftinacy of a wayward child, 
againft the gracious offers of the moft indulgent of fathers. - 
‘Whereas a cheerful ftate of mind is “a conftant habitual grati- 
ude to the’great Author of nature ; an implicit praife and thank{- 
Giving to Providence under all it’s difpenfations; a kind of ac+ 
‘quiefcence in the ftate wherein we are placed, and a fecret apptos 
bation.of the divine will in it’s condu& towards man. ‘The cheer- 
fulnefs of heart which fprings up in us from the furvey of nature’s 
‘works, is an admirable preparation for gratitude. The mind has 
gone a great way towards praife and thankfgiving, that is filled 
with fucha feeret gladnefs. A grateful reflection on the fupreme 
Caufe who produces it, fanftifies it in the foul, and gives.it it’s 
proper value ; confecrates every field and wood, and turns an ore 
dinary walk into a morning or evening facrifice.” 

Such are the obligations to cultivate a cheerful difpofition, 
which affe& us as men, withing to poffefs a found mind in a health- 
ful dody; to tafte the beauties and excellencies of the world in 
which we are placed; and to make a due return of gratitude and 
thankfulnefs to God, who placed us in it. Let us now confider 
the additional motives afforded us, as Chrifiians, by the religion 
-we profefs. ; ai 
'. Phe nature of that religion is fufficiently expreffed by the term 
fo often ufed.to denote it. It is a communication of good news, 
_ which fhould be received, in this cafe, as in all others, with a 
joy. ionable to it’s importance; and as it is of the higheft 
Paice! fhould iedthasetore produétive of the prego ; 
The patriarchs and prophets, who viewed afar off that wonderful 
‘event, which hath fince taken place, were affeGted by it in a very 
fenfible and lively manner. “ Your father Abraham,” fays out 
-Lord to the Jews, “ rejozced to fee my day, and he faw it, and 
-was glad.” Ifaiah-is in raptures whenever he has occafion to 
touch upon the. fubje&t — ‘* How beautiful upon the mountains 
‘are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings !— Break forth — 
auto’ joy, fing together, ye waite places of Jerufalem; for the 
Lord hath comforted his people. Sing, O heavens, for the Lord 
_ hath done it; fhout, ye lower parts of the earth; break forth into 
_ finging, ye mountains, O foreft, and every tree therein-; for the 
i a hnile redeemed Jacob, and glorified himfelf in Ifrael.” 
_ When the prediétions were accomplilhed, and the divine perfor, 
5 Pom aaa July 1796. “; ait TREE “who 
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who had been the fubje& of them, made his appearance in the 
fleth, the heavenly metfenger publifhed the news in the following 
terms — ‘Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
fhall be to all people.” “The Gofpel was accordingly received 
by the firft converts on the day of Pentecoft, “ with gladnefs and 
“<finglenefs of heart.” Into whatfoever city or country it came, 
** there was great joy in that place;” and the joy, we find, was 
fuch that it raifed it’s poffeffors above the world, and triumphed 
over all affliftions. Of other things they were often defpoiled ; 
but “their joy no man took from them.”. In ever fituation and 
- condition they did then what the Apoftle exhorts all Chriftians to 
do; they ‘‘ rejoiced evermore.” - 

Nor can we wonder, that the Gofpel fhould, in it’s name and 
hature, portend joy, when we refle&, that it’s end was, to deliver 
mankind from forrow. Sorrow firft entered into the world, asa 
neceffary attendant on fin, which filled the minds of men with 
difquietude and anxiety, their bodies with difeafes and pains. The 
Gofpel removes the former by the pardon it holds forth, and 
enables us cheerfully to bear the latter, by the grace it confers. 
God therefore reprefents himfelf in it, as “the God of love, 
and of all confolation.” Our Lord calls us to him, that he may 
“* give us reft and refrefhment;” that he may “ wipe all'tears 
- from our eyes ;”” that we may ‘enter into our Mafter’s joy ;” 
and that ‘our joy may be full.” For this purpofe he has fent us 
a blefied “* Comforter, to abide with us for ever,” whofe firft 
truits are, love, joy, and peace;” a Spirit, cheerful in himfelf, 
and making thofe cheerful, who are partakers of him ; cheerful 
in trouble, cheerful out of trouble; cheerful while they live, 
cheerful when they die ;* cheerful in ufing well the bleffings of 
this life, cheerful in expe€ting the bleffednefs of the next; cheer- 
ful through faith, while they believe in the great and precious 
promifes made to them; cheerful through hope, which depends 
oy their accomplifhment; cheerful through charity, in doin 
atis of mercy and loving kindnefs; till they come to that land of. 
_ plenty, where none fhall want ;. to thofe regions of joy, from 

whence forrow fhall be for ever excluded. + 
_ There is no occafion to be. more particular upon this topic. It 
appears evidently, that, whether we confider the name, the na- 
ture, or the end of the Gofpel, it’s author, it’s do€trines, it’s du- 
" gies, or the Spirit which accompanies it; every way, it is a dif- 

penfation of love and peace, confolation and joy. ‘So that a good 
Chriftian, of all men, has moft caufe to be cheerful. Some have 
_ gone fo far as to affirm, that it is impious in fuch an one to be 
otherwife. Avg. ee eee 
A celebrated writer on the fide of fcepticifm and irreligion, 
in.a book publifhed, fince his death, to recommend Atheifm to the 
world, has been pleafed to fay, that all the devout perfons he had 
* ever feen were melancholy., This might very poflibly be; for, in 

the firit place, it is moft likely, that he faw very few, na a 
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and acquaintance being of another fort ; and, fecondly, the fight of’ 
4im would make a devout perfon melancholy, at any time. 

“But it may be faid,» How can thefe things be? Doth not the 
Gofpel call us to repentance? And is not repentance attended 
by mourning ? Are we not commanded to renounce the world, 
and to mortify the flefh; to abftain from jollity and pleafure ; to 
deny ourfelves, to faft, to watch, and to pray ? How then can 
fuch a reltgion as this bea fource of cheerfulnefs and joy? 

It is moft certainly true, that the Gofpel calleth us to repen- 


_ tance; and it is equally true, that repentance is attended by mourn- 


ing. But is this the fault of religion, or of the finner? Of the 
finner, furely, who by his condu& makes repentance neceflary, and 
tien is angry to find that it is not agreeabte. Phyfic is feldom 
fo; and he, who has contraéted a difeafe, muft fubmit to the re- 
medy, if he would recover his health. But the fa is, that true 
penitents have never failed to declare, they felt a greater joy in the 
midft of their forrow, through a comfortable fenfe of God’s re 
turning favour, than ever they did in the commiffion of their fin, 
which was fure to be followed, if it were not accompanied, by the 
flings and terrors of confcience. 

As to the world and the flefh, jollity and pleafure, if we are 
bidden to renounce, to mortify, and to abftain from them, it is by 
way of friendly caution, left they fhould endanger the health of 
our minds, and bring ona relapfe. They are taken from us by 
the kind hand of our heavenly Father, that fomething more whele- 
fome, and more truly delightful, may be communicated to us, and 
relifhed by us. ‘‘Be not drunk with wine,” fays the Apoftles - 
“ but be filled with the Spirit.” And he who makes the exchange, — 
can be no lofer by it. Ina word, there is infinitely more joy in 
fubduing a paffion, than there can be in gratifying it; and, if 
we are determined by experienced perfons, who have fairly tried 
botb, they tell us, the pleafures of fin are far inferior to thofe 
afforded even by the fevereft and moft unpromifing exercifes of 


 geligion. The obje&tion therefore, when confidered and an- 


fwered, turns out (as all objeétions in the end do) to the advan- 
tage of the Gofpel, which refembles a fine country in the {pring 
feafon, where the very hedges are in bloom, and every thorn pro- 
ducesa flower. The joys of the world end in forrow; but the 
forrows of religion terminate in joy. “ Bleffed are they that 


_ mourn, for they fhall-be comforted.” And it is very obfervable, 
-that our Lord enjoins his difciples not to appear abroad with a 
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four and gloomy countenance, but, in their converfe with man. 


. kind, to preferve their ufual cheerfulnefs, even at thofe feafons, 


when they are exercifing upon themfelves any aét of religious 
difcipline. ‘* When ye faft, be not, as the hypocrites, of a fad 
countenance: for ‘they disfigure their faces, that they may ap- 
pear unto men to faft. But thou, when thou faftelt, anoint _ 
thine head, and wath thy face - that thou appear not unto = : 
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to faft; but unto thy Father, which is in fecret: and thy Fathers 
which feeth in fecret, fhall reward thee openly.” ne 

. Such, then, are the motives for cultivating a cheerful -difpo- 
fition, which reafon diétates to us as men, and religion preferibes 
to us.as Chriflians. You would wifh perhaps to know, by what 
means this happy temper may be acquired, and preferved. It is 
neceflary here to take notice of the influence which the body 
fometimes hath on the mind, and to obferve that melancholy is 
not infréquently conftitutional, taking it’s rife from fome diftem- 
perature of the blood and juices, This has, perhaps, a fhare im 
the produétion and increafe of what is called réhgzous, but fhould 
rather be called zrredigious melancholy, much oftener than is 
generally imagined. That the effeé, therefore, may ceafe, the 
caufe muft be removed, and application muft be made to the phy- 
fician, rather than to the divine. . 

_ When this is not the cafe, but the diforder lies originally in the 
mind, many ufeful dire€tions may be given for it’s removal. Three 
things more efpecially are to be avoided by him who would poflefs a 
cheerful Spirit. 

The firft of thefe is zdlene/s. The mind’ of man, being-ati 
aftive and reftlefs principle, muft have fome matter given it to 
work upon, or it will turn it’s force inward, and prey upon it~ 
elf. When grief proceeds from a rea/ caufe, and not from one 
that is imaginary, it admits of no remedy more expeditious and 
efficacious, than that of diverting the thoughts from the fubje& 
which oecafioned it, by providing for them fome other employ- 
ment. And it is obvious to obferve, that the fedentary and in- 
aftive, they who are retired from’ bufinefs, or they who were 
mever engaged in any, are the perfons that fuffer moft by the in- 
¢urfions of melancholy, from which, they themfelves ‘will tell 
us, they have never failed to be relieved, as often as, by any ex~ 
traordinary call, they have been rouzed from indolence, and forced 
upon action. The malady which deftroys fo many conftitutions, 
and makes fuch numbers miferable who have nothing elfe to make 
them fo; is unknown to him, whom neceflity obliges to toil for 

his bread. With the fon he rifes, full of life and Vigour, to his 
appointed tafk. Upon that his attention is engaged all day, and 
the performance of it fecures to him an uninterrupted repofe at 
night, according to Solomon's obfervation: ‘“ The fleep of a das 
bouring man is {weet.”” From all which we may venture to cons | 
clude, that happinefs confifts in employment, and that-to be idle 
as tq be wretched, theiag ‘ 

A fecond thing:to be avoided is guilt. We muf not only be 
employed, but we muft be well employed. To every ftation 
Providence has annexed it’s proper offices and duties. We thall 
always find the Ri lebaaie of thefe to be onefoutce of cheerfuls — 
nefsy and the confcioufnefs of having difcharged them will als 
_ ways furnifh us with another, They are pleafant not only in the. 

aét; but in the remembrance, They are labours, which will have 
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their teward from the hand of our Matter in heaven. They are 
labours, which will end in reft eternal, and will make that reft 
to be {weet indeed: But what title can that man have to cheer« 
falnefs, who has done thofe things only which he ought not to 
have done? Guilt and cheerfulnefs cannot dwell under the fame 
roof. It is not fit they fhould. The confequence of guilt unre- 
pented and unexpiated, is the wrath of God. And he on whom 
the wrath of God abideth, bas no reafon to be cheerful: It is 

» folly, it is madnefs in him to be fo, as it mutt argue an utter ig- 
norance and infenfibility of his condition. The Pfalmift tells us, 
that Gi Light is fown for the righteous, and gladnefs for the up- 
right in heart;” and therefore he adds — “ Rejoice in the Lord, 
sa righteous, and give thanks at the remembrance of his holi- 
nefs. 

A third thing to be avoided, as capable of for ever excluding 
cheerfulnefs from the breaft in which it has fixed it’s refidence, is 
infidelity. Take trom man the expeétation of another world, and 
you render him at once the moft miferable creature in this, as 
having, by his fuperior ingenuity, contrived for himfelf a great 
Variety of racks and tortures, to which all other animals are_ 
flrangers. Prefent cares and prefent calamities would fall heavy 
upon us indeed, where they not {weetened and alleviated by the 
profpeét of future joys. So delightful did the glimpfe of fuch a 
ptofpeé appear to the great Roman orator, that he declared, if it 
were a delufion, he defired and had determined to live and die 
under it. Who among us could be cheerful, while he entertained 
the thought either of not being at all after death, which muft be 
the Atheift’s lot, if his fyftem be true;-or of being for ever | 
miferable, which will be his cafe, if bis fyftem fhould be falfe ? 
On a perfon of this caft it fhould feem needlefs to infli any 
other punifhment, than that of leaving him to the horrors of his 
gloomy imagination, till he feel himfelf to want thofe joys and 


_. eomforts, of which he hath laboured to deprive others. 


Upon the whole — May it not be queitioned, whether there be 
not fome degree of infidelity at the bottom of moft of that anxiety 
and difquietude, which is fo much complained of under the fun ? 
For why do we grieve and lament that things are as they are ? 
Why-do we murmur and repine at what has happened? Why do 
we mufe and difturb ourfelves about what may happen ? Is it not 
all from want of faith? Did we but attend to the inftru€tions of 
this heavenly guide, fhe would teach us, that it is God-who go- 
verns the world; that he governs it in wifdom and righteoufnels ; 
and that therefore it is but reafonable, we fhould leave the govern- 
ment of it to him; that he who hath fhewed his-love towards us 


in the greateft inftance of all, will not withhold it in others ; 


A 
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that he who hath given his Son to die for ts, will not deny us 
+ any thing’ which will contribute to our real welfare; and that we 


may fafely caft all our care upon him, who will make all things 
im the end work together for good to’ them that waft in him. 
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Thefe confiderations, were they but rendered habitual to our » 
minds, and ready for conftant ufe and application, would brighten 
’ the darkeft feenes of human life, and caufe folicitude and de- 
fpondency to fly away. Religion would then gain by it’s -— 
pa at that credit and honour which it deferves, and the defigns 
of heaven would be fully anfwered, which moft undoubtedly 
were, that innocence and cheerfulnefs fhould go together, and the 
beft Chriftian be the happief man. 
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A fhort Account of Mr. SAMUEL HonGsoON. 


[Taken from his own Journals. | 


Was born at Halifax in Yorkfhire, Feb. 22, 1759. My parents 
_ AL were ferious, particularly my father, who had been for fome 

time a hearer of the Methodifts. While I was very young, I had 

ferious thoughts of God and eternity ; which were deepened by 
the converfation of my father, and hearing the Preachers cate- 
chifing the children. But I gradually gave way to the natural 
inclination of my-own mind, and acquired the habit, when about 
eleven years of age, of taking the name of God in vain: To this ° 
was foon added, pride, anger, malice, envy, deceit, and difobe- 
dience to. my parents, which formed fome of the moft diftinguith. 
ing features in my charaéter, 

y confcience often condemned me for thefe things; and I 
was terrified. by dreams and vifions in the night; fo that I was 
conitrained frequently to cry, ‘God be merciful to mea finner!” 
I had alfo, even at this early period, a concern for the fouls of 
others; particularly once, when I heard a company of Colliers 
{wearing ; whilft they talked together, 1 faid within myfelf, “ How 
can thefe poor wretches, or I, hope to go to heaven, while we 
continue thus finful!’”” And when one of my fifters was danger- 
ouily ill, whom I looked on. as in a ftate not fit to die; I wept 
and prayed earneftly for her in fecret. 

. When I was near fourteen years of age, having acquired as much 
learning as was neceffary for bufinefs, my father determined to 
put me apprentice to a trade, but chofe one for me, which of all 
others, 1 difliked; fo that my fpirit was ftirred up exceedingly 
againft it. However, after fome ftruggles in my mind, I con- 
fented; and at the fame time determined to. {pend moft of my 
vacant hours in reading and improvement. 

_ When I was about fixteen, it pleafed God to open my eyes 
more fully. While I was at home’ at my father’s for a week at 
Chriftmas, I and one of my companions were guilty of fome mif- 
chief, which was difcovered, wih for which my father reproved 
me fharply. I wept bitterly, and the next day at a prayér-meetin 

in my father’s houfe, whilft my eldeft brother was at prayer, i 
was much broken down, fhed abundance of tears, and refolved 


in 
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‘in good earneft to devote myfelf to God. My convi&ion was 
deepened by hearing a fermon fhortly after, by which fo much 
_ light was red in upon my mind, that I clearly difcovered the 
neceflity of an inward change of heart. I began now to feel that 
1 had finned againft God, as well as my parents. All my fins 
flood in array before me, fo that I faw myfelf ftanding, as it 
were, on the brink of a horiid precipice, juft ready to fall into 
that burning lake, j 
“ Where peace 
And reft can never dwell, hope never comes, » 
That comes to all ; but torture without end 
Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed 
With ever burning fulphur unconfum’d.” 


I fighed, wept, and prayed to God, to give me grace to bring 
forth fruits meet for repentance, to fhew mercy unto me, and to 
pardon all my fins for the fake of his dear Son. 

My mafter, who was a Clafs-Leader, perceiving a change in 
my conduét, invited me to a Society-Meeting, Here my mind, 
was much enlightened by hearing the experience of others; and 
my refolutions were greatly flrengthened ; fo that about the bez 

inning of March, 1775, I got a ticket as a member of the 
: Bre bias 


ociety. 
Two things, for fome time, hindered my receiving an affurance 
of God’s favour. Firft, a thought that only a certain number 
_ could be faved, and that I was not of that number. yd! 
when I felt a little hope, I looked for the pardon of my fins ir 
fome kind of a miraculous manner. However, I refolved to wait 
upon the Lord; and if I was to perith, I was determined to 
perish crying out for mercy. One Sabbath evening, as I was 
going to a Prayer-meeting, thefe words fuddenly rufhed upon my 
_ mind, “ Jefus, by the grace of God, tafted death for every man.” 
_ Ammediately 1 bad fuch a fenfe of Chrift’s fufferings impreffed 
upon my mind, as quite overwhelmed me. I faw him, as it were, 
fuffering, bleeding, fainting and dying on the crofs, for the fouls 
_ of all men. Hence I reafoned, “ If Chrift died for a/l, then he 
- muft bave died for me; and therefore I hy not to doubt of the 
_fufficiency of his merits to fave me.” This gave me great eafe 
and fatistaétion: and when I entered the meeting, the firft verfe 
_ that was fung, bad fuch an effeét on my heart, as I had never be. 
. fore ‘experienced; and, while thefe words were on m lips, — 
“And feel the fprinkled blood; ””—I felt fuch an affurance of 
_ God's favour and mercy, as human language cannot exprefs. I 
_ felt indeed the fprinkled blood applied; and the Holy Spirit bore 
_ witnefs with my fpirit, that 1 was now made a child of God. | 
4 Soon after this, meeting with a {trong temptation, my confi- 
x 


dence was wrefted from me; but by applying to the throne « 

_ grace, I had it prefently ‘reftored, and was enabled to teftify w . 

- gladnefs to others what the Lord-had denefor my foul: “1 now 
ad mee began 


- 
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began to feel a very great concern for my relations, and earneftly 
Jonged for the converfion of my brothers and fifters; every day, 
and almoft every hour, I petitioned the throne of grace on their 
behalf. 

I went on pretty comfortably, till the beginning of the next 
winter, when fome Scripture texts were applied to my heart, 
which feemed to indicate a call to the miniftry ; But I thought it 
utterly impoffible that I fhould ever preach the Gofpel. While E 
was hearing a difcourfe from thefe words ‘of St. Peter, — ‘* What 
was I, that I could withftand God?” — My mind was eafed, re- 
fpeéting what bad perplexed me before, and I began to think, it 
was God’s will that I fhould preach fome'time or other. 

Soon after, I was called upon to exercife my gifts at Prayer- 
meetings, in which I was fometimes bleft, at other times having 
little. liberty of fpeech, I was greatly caft down. One day in 
May, 1777, being much ae about my eall to preach; Ll 
heard, as it were, a voice in my heart, age Dag Samuel! 
Samuel!” to which I replied, —‘*Speak, Lord, for thy fervant 
heareth.”” _ Immediately, thefe words rufhed, like lightning, inte 
my mind, —‘* Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gofpel to 
every creature.”’ — I was aftonifhed, and burft into a flood of tears ; 
and refolved to make it a matter of more conftant prayer,- that 
God would be pleafed to make my way plain before me, After 
I had rifen from my knees, on opening the Bible, thefe words 
firft caught my eye, * Feed my lambs.” This feemed a confir- 
me f what had juft pafled; and I gave myfelf to prayer, 
readin and mediiatnen, in fuch a manner as I had not done 
before, . 
About the latter end of 1777, I began to exhort in public, and 
continued “fo to do, in the litle meetings near me, occafionally, 
till the month of February, 1779, when I was firft encouraged to 
takeatext. In Augnft tollowing I was defired by the Affiftant of 
the Circuit to fupply the place of a Preacher who was appointed to 
labour there, but was notable to come. At the Conference im 
1780, I was appointed to labour in the York Circuit; and: the 
See following was received into full Connefion at Leeds Con- 
ference, .J entered upon this work with fear and trembling, being 
imprefled with an awful fenfe of its great importance, and of my 
own inability, and inexperience. Howse was received | 


_ the people with kindnefs, tendernefs, and refpeét ; and God cons 


defcended to blefs my labours among them,” 


+ Mr. meee bodily frame was rather weak: he often felt 
languor, and fometimes was feverely affli@ed, To this were added 
great exercifes of mind (though he had often divine confolations 
mingled in his cup) all which rendered itineraney fuch a crofs to 
him as healthy or robuft perfons cannot eafily conceive: yet he 
Rruggled with his infirmities to the very lait, being willing not 
only to impart the Gofpel, but his own foul alfo. ETL, 
. In 
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Tn July 1789, he entered into the marriage-ftate with Mifs 
Sarah Garhit, of Bradforth, and fhortly after went with, his wife 
to Briftol, where he was appointed to labour the enfuing year. 
This year he mentions in his journal as the moft comfortable he 
€éver experienced in his life; being very kindly treated by the 
people, and feeing fome fruit of his labours :. The next year 

e left them with relu@ance, (being appointed for Leeds,) though 
he had the profpe& of {pending a comfortable time in York{hire 
among his friends and relations. After an agreeable year in Leeds, 
he was appointed at the Manchefter Conference for York, where 
he and his faithful companions laboured with confiderable fuccefs 
for two years. 

At the Leeds Conference in 1793, he was appointed for Sun- 
derland. Here he met with a people who did honour to them- 
felves and the Gofpel, by that unceafing refpe& and affe@tion, 
which they manifefted to this fervant of God and to his family. 
His appointment here, at the earneft requeft of the people, was 
continued by the Briftol Conference in 1794. This alas! was the 
lait year of his life. To the un{peakable grief of all his friends, . 
and tothe great lofs of the Church of Chrift, he was drowned 
April 20, 1795, by the overfetting of the Paffage-boat in croffing 
the river Wear. 

The ‘ways of God are to us infcrutable: and though the cir. . 
cumftances of Mr. Hodgfon’s death were awful and fudden; yet, 
upon a review of his general conduét and ufefulnefs, we cannot 

. doubt but he was called to his reward in a better world. It is wore’ 
thy of remark, that during the lat week of his life, he had 
preached feven times, to different congregations in the country 
places, from Amos iv. 12. “ Prepare to meet thy God.” Indeed, 
he appeared to have near views of eternal things; and fome few 
days before his death, when his wife enquired concerning the ftate 
of his mind, lifting up his eyes and hands, he replied with great 
earneftnefs, —*< I blefs God, I find an unfhaken confidence in 
“him.” 
__ Hevhad twice croffed the river the fame day; and in the éven- 
ing he preached at a village about three miles from Sunder- 
land. He feemed a good deal exhaufted with preaching ; but. 
after a little refrefhment rewrned. He left his horfe on the 
fame fide of the river where he’ had preached, and went into 
the’ boat with his fellow-paffengers and fufferers. The confufion’ 
conneéted with fuch a misfortune, prevents information which’ 
may be depended on. It is faid with much appearance of truth, 
that he jreproved fome in the boat for fwearing, a few minutes 
before it funk. When the awful event took place, he exclaimed 
aloud, ‘Lord Jefus, receive my fpirit, and have mercy on my 
fellow-fufferers |” ae 
_ Itis fuppofed, the melancholy event was occafioned by the 
boat being overloaded, and getting foul of a rope which lay in 
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the paffage, when it foon filled with water. About twenty per- 
fons were drowned, moft of whom were afterwards found. On 
‘the ninth day in the evening, Mr. Hodgfon’s body was found. 
uninjured, on the fea coaft, about two miles from the place where 
he was loft. It was brought into the chapel, and the next day. 
interred in the prefence of more than a thoufand deeply affeGted 
fpeftators. Sovereign of heaven. and earth! Though clouds and, 
darknefs be round about thee, yet righteoufnefs and judgment are 
the habitation of thy throne. 
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Ruxes of Conpucr, drawn up by Dr. Doppripce, when 
a Student, and inferted in the blank-leaves at the beginning 
of his Bible. 


Li ET. my firft thoughts be devout and thankful. Let me rife 

early, immediately return to God more folemn thanks for 
the mercies of.the night, devote myfelf to him, and beg his af- 
fiftance in the intended bufinefs of the day. 

2. Inthis and every other a€t of devotion, let me recollect my. 
thoughts, fpeak direétly to him, and never give way to any thing, 
internal or external, that may divert my attention. . 

g. Let me fet myfelf to read the Scriptures every morning. In 
the firft reading, let me endeavour to imprefs my heart with a prac. 
tical fenfe of divine things, and then ufe the help of Commen-. . 


tators; let thefe Rules, with proper alterations, be obferved every. 
morning. 


4. Neyer let me trifle with a book with which I have no prefent _ 
concern. In applying myfelf to any book, let me firft recolle& 
what I may learn by it, and then beg fuitable affiftance from God; 

’ and let me continually endeavour to make all my ftudies fubfervient, 
~ to pra€tical religion and minifterial ufefulnefs. 

_ §. Never let me lofe one minute of time, nor incur unneceffary , 

expences, that I may have the more to {pend for God, 

6. When I am called abroad, let me be defirous of doing goad, 
and receiving good. Let me always have in readinefs fome fub- 
je& of contemplation, and endeavour to improve my time by good 

‘thoughts as I go along. Let me endeavour to render myfelf 
agreeable and ufeful to all about me, by a tender, compaffionate, 
friendly behaviour; avoiding all trifling, impertinent flories; re-. 
membering that imprudence is Sin. ; 

7. Let me ufe great moderation at meals, and fee that I am not. 
hypocritical in prayers and thank{givings. at them. i 

8. Let me never delay any thing, unlefs I can prove that ano- 
ther time will be more fit than the prefent, or that,fome more ime. 
portant duty requires my immediate attendance. © 

._g. Let me be often lifting up my heart to God in the intervals ~ 

of fecret worlhip, repeating thofe petitions, which are of the: 
@rcatcll importance, and the furrender of mylelf 10 his fervice.; 


10. Never * 


J 
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10. Never let me enter into any long {chemes about future 
events, but in the general refer myfelf to God’s care, 

11. Let me labour after habitual gratitude and love to God and 
the Redeemer, praétife felf-denial, and never indulge any thing 
that may prove a temptation to youthful Jufts. Let me guard 
agdinft pride and vain-glory ; remembering that I have all from 
God’s hand, and that I have deferved the fevereft punifhment, 

12. In all my fludies, let me remember, that the fouls of men 
are immortal, and that Chrift died to.redeem them. 

13. Let me confecrate my fleep, and all my recreations, to 
God, and ufe them for his fake. : 

14. Let me frequently afk myfelf, What duty or what tempta- 
tion is now before me. ' 

15- Let me remember, that through the mercy of God ina 
Redeemer, I hope I am within a few days of heaven. 

16. Let me be frequently furveying thefe Rules, and my Con.- 
duét as compared with them. 

17. Let me frequently recolleét, which of thefe Rules J have 
prefent occafion for. 

18. If I have grofsly erred in any of thefe particulars, let me 
not think that an excufe for erring in others. 


The above Rules, praGically attended to, may be fingularly 
ufeful, not to Miniiters. only, but alfo to all private Chriftians 
who defire to improve their minds in ufeful knowledge, and to 
be uniformly and deeply pious. 
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The SprrkiruaA.ity of the Divine BEING. 


Say, celeftial Mufe! whofe purer birth 
Difdains the low material ties of earth; 
By what bright images hall be defin’d 
The myftic nature of th’ eternal Mind ? 
Or how fhall thought the dazzling height explore, 
Where all that reafon can — is to adore! 


é 


That Gon’s an immaterial effence pure; 
Whom figure can’t defcribe, nor parts immure ; 
Incapable of paflions, impulfe, fear, 

“In good pre-eminent, in truth fevere: 
Unmix’d his nature, and fublim’d his pow’rs 
From all the grofs allay that tempers ours; 
Impervious to the man’s or feraph’s eye, 

~ Beyond the ken of each exalted high ; 
Him would in vain material femblance feign, 

‘Or figur’d fhrines the boundlefs Gop contain; 
Objeét of faith! — he fhuns the view of fenfe, 
Loft in the blaze of fightlefs excellence ! 

ghee 2 ree 


a 


- Moft 
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-  Moft perfeét, moft intelligent, mof wife, — -— 
In whom the fan&tity of purenefs lies ; 
In Whofe adjufting mind the whole is wrought, 
Whofe form is fpirit! and whofe effence thought ! 
Are truths inferib’d by Wifdoim’s brighteft ray, 
‘In chara€ters that gild the face of day! 


Reafon confefs’d (howe’er we may difpute,) 

Fix’d boundary! difcovers man from brute ; 
But dim to us, exerts its fainter ray, 
Deprefs’d in matter, and allied'to clay! 
In forms fuperior kindles lefs confin’d, 
Whole drefs is ether, and whofe fubftance mind 3 
Yet all from Him, fupreme of Caufes, flow, 

' To Him their pow’rs and their exiftence owe ; 
From the bright cherub of the nobleft birth, 
To the poor reafoning glow-worm plac’d on earth; » 
From matter then to fpirit ftill afcend, 
Through {pirit ftill refining, higher tend ; 
Purfue, .on knowledge bent, the pathlefs road, 
Pierce through infinitude in queft of Gop! 
Still from. thy fearch, the centre flill thall fly, 
Approaching ftill — thou never fhalt-come nigh! 
So its bright orb th’ afpiring flame would join, 
But the vaft diftance mocks the fond defign. 


If He, Almighty! whofe decree is fate, 
Could, to difplay his pow’r, fubvert his ftate 
Bid from his plaftic hand a greater rife, 
Produce’a matter ! and refign his fkies, * 
Impart his incommunicable flame, 

The myftic number of th’ Eternal Name! 
Then might revolting reafon’s feeble ray, 
Alpire to queftion Gon’s all-perfe&t day! 
Vain tafk ! the clay in the dire&ting hand 
The reafon of its form might fo demand, 
As man prefume to queftion his difpofe, 
From whom the pow’r he thus abufes flows, 


Here paint, fair Mufe! the worfhip Gon requires, 
The foul inflam’d with chafte and ee fires ! Seman 
~ Where love celeflial. warms the happy: breaft,. 
_ And from fincerity the thought’s expre(s’d ; 
Where genuine piety and truth. refin’d, 
Re-contecrate the temple of. the mind ; 
- With grateful flames the living altars glow, 
And Goo defcends to vifit man below! « _ 
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REASONS ror METHODISM. 
[ Continued from page 322. ] 
a Sermons are likewife delivered extempore. This method 


A of preaching appears to me, often more edifying both to the 
minifter and the people, than the reading a formal difcourfe. We 
have by this method the fimple and unadorned language of the 
_ heart; and the preacher feeling himfelf more. interefted in. his 

fubjeé, neceffarily {peaks with greater energy arid pathos, and on 

this account is more likely to command: the attention of his 
hearers. m 
It has been urged as an argument againft the preaching of the 
Methodifts, that they inculcate faith in contra-Hiftintion to works + 
that laying afide the necefflity of moral! duties, they pteach fal+ 
vation by faith alone; this obje@ion takes, its rife, like many 
others of a fimilar nature, from ignorance. Now we affirm, that 
though works do not juftify a man, ‘yet, they afford the only evi- 
dence of a true faith. Genuine faith neceflarily produces the 
pureft morality, in like mannerjas a good tree cannot fail to 
yield good fruit. And this is the,only true foundation of mora- 
‘lity. We cannot love our neighbour as ourfelves, till we believe 
that God hath for Chrift fake loved.us.. And except we have a 
firm and lively faith in the promifes of God, we never can fulfil 
thofe conditions, on which alone. God -will_ make good itis pro+ 
miles to us. What induced Abraham to offer up his fon Ifaac, 
but faith? And how fhould we have ever known that he pof- 
feffed fuch ftrong faith, had not his works fhewn it? So it is 
with every true believer. He proves his fidelity to his Mafter, by 
an obedience to his commands. Let a man have a well grounde 
faith, and a difcharge of moral duties follows of courfe; we can- 
‘not indeed feparate them; when once the heart has experienced a 
teal change,.a reformation of life is the invariable confequence ; 


and till this change be effeéted, it will be to no purpofe to preach 


up the excellency of abftra&t morality. It is like telling us what 
is our duty, and at the fame time with-holding the only means 
which can enable us to perform it. And though it were poffible 
for‘us without divine grace to keep the commandments, yet, fill 


‘we could not be faved. by our works, and we fhould fill come _ 


fhort of the glory of God. . We are exprefsly told that “ by the 


deeds 
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deeds of the law fhall no fleth be juftified,” Rom. iii. 20. Gal. ii. 
16. The Law came by Mofes, but grace and truth by. Jefus Chritt ; 
and there is but one name given under heaven by which we can 


’ be faved, and that is the naméeof the Lorp Jesus. His grace 1s 


freely offered to us, and unlefs we accept it, we cannot be his 
difciples ; and if we difown him for a Saviour, we cannot expect 


to be partakers of that Redemption which He has purchafed for 


all who believe in him. Befides, if. we confider that without 
Faith it is impoflible to pleafe God, we muft furely applaud the 
labours of thofe preachers who, like St. Paul, have refolved to 
preach nothing but Jesus Curist and him crucified. ‘“ By 
grace we are faved through faith, faith the Apoftle, and that not 
of ourfelves ; it is the gift of God,” Eph. ii. 8. The Methodifts 
therefore fo far from depreciating the neceffity of moral obliga- 
tion, are amongft its moft ftrenuous and powertul advocates; they 
place it on the only foundation on which it can exift, and they 
hold faith as the ftrongeft incentive to the praétice of it. 

Much fevere cenfure has of late years been paffed upon certain 
vehement expreflions made ufe of in our Preaching Houfes; and 
the people who have thus given way to their feelings, by crying 
aloud for mercy when they have been convinced of fin, have 
been made the fubjeéts of ridicule and contempt. Before I be-, 
came a Methodift, I was equally as inimical to thefe proceedings 
as any other perfon could be ; but when I recolle& the emotions of 


_my own mind at the time I was firft converted to God, I can no 
Jonger be furprized at the fame feelings in others, caufing them to 


break out into loud and repeated ejaculations, and giving rife to 
fuch outward figns and expreflions, as can only be the effe& of 


~ ftrong internal agitation. » When in the ordinary affairs of life we 


are oppreffed with grief, or elated with joy, do not our counte- | 
nance, our words, and our gedftures evidently befpeak the flate of 
our mind? And hall we. wonder that a man juft made fenfible 
of his ruined’ condition by nature, and feeing himfelf guilty be- 
fore God, fhould be fo filed with terror and alarm, as to fall 
proftrate at the throne of grace, and pray aloud for pardon and 
mercy? And on the other hand, when the finner thus awakened 
experiences the pardoning love of God, and feels within him the 
power of God unto falvation, is it matter of aftonifhment if fuch 
a one, awhile forgetful of the place wherein he is, break out fud« 
denly into exclamations of praife and thank{giving, and in the 
language of the Pfalmift, call upon the people to give thanks. 
unto the Lord for his goodnefs, to exalt him in the affembly of 


_the elders, to ferve him with gladnefs, and come before his pre- 


fence with thank{giving ;. For he hath brought me out of dark- 
nels and the fhadow of death, he hath biokés Mielbenite et ; 
he hath redeemed me from the hand of my enemy ; he hath vifited 
me with his falvation. QO! that men would therefore praife'the 
rks to the chils. 


MK, - Whoever |. 
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Whoever reads the accounts of conviftion recorded in the New 
Teftament, particularly thofe mentioned in the Aas, will find 
that when men were converted under the preaching of the Apof- 
tles, their diftrefs of foul was very great, that “ they were pricked 
in their hearts,” A@is ii, 373 that they came “trembling and fell 
down,” importunately crying out, ‘ Sirs, what muft we do to be 
faved,” As xvi, 30. 

I would not be underftood from what I have faid, to approve, 
altogether, much lefs to encourage thefe vociferous meetings ; for 
I believe the grand work of converfion may be carried on with 
equal effeét in perfe& filence; but I have adduced the above jn. 
ftances only to prove that fuch expreflions of fervour, are not as 
many have fuppofed, inconfiflent with true Religion, and do not 
originate merely from an heated imagination. And it is my real 
opinion, founded on good authority, that they have often been 
the fruits of a fincere repentance, and that in many cafes if thefe 
meetings have not immediately produced, they have at leaft pre. 
ceded a total reformation of life and manners, amongit numbers 
of the inferior claffes of fociety. 

It appears however to me, that when thefe fudden converfions 
happen in a public place of worfhip, it is far more eligible, where 
it can be done, for the perfon fo affeGted to retire into a private 
houfe, accompanied by one or two of his friends, who may ex- 
hort and pray with him till his foul be fet at liberty, and his ‘mind 
made happy. Mean time, let us remember that we have different 
ways of exprefling the fame feelings; and we fhould make al- 
lowances for the difference of difpofition, of conftitution, of 
education and of habit. 


Inftead therefore of cenfuring as prepofterous and abfurd, thofe 


aétions in others which do not accord with our own ideas and 
feelings upon the fubjeé, let us rather bear with one another’s 


pang caft a veil over their imperfe@ions ; and howfoever we _ 


may differ from fome of our brethren in matters of {mail moment, 
let us “ put away from us all bitternefs, and wrath, and anger, 
and clamour, aad evil {peaking, with all malice,” Eph. IV. 31. 
and endeavour as far as we can, to live peaceably and amicably 
with all men, 


SECTION III. Of the general Charafter of the PREACHERS. 


Our bleffed Lord previous to. his death, animated his A oftles 
with an encouraging promife of divine afliftance, requifite for all 
their future engagements, affeftionately afluring them that he 

would not leave them comfortlefs. ‘I will pray the Father, and 
he fhall give you another comforter, that be may abide with you 


for eyer ; even the Spirit of truth. He thal! teach you all things, © 


_and bring all things to your remembrance, whatfoever I have faid 
aa aoe? ohn ae 16,— 26. Accordingly we read, ‘that when 


the day of entecoft was fully come, they were all with one ac. 


cord in one place. And pe cigs came a found from rg 
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as of a ruthing mighty wind, and it filled all the houfe where they 
were fitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues, like 
as of fire, and it fat upon each of them. And they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghoft, and began to fpeak with other tongues, as 
the Spirit gave them utterance,’ A&ts il. 1, 2, 3. 4. 4 

“In confequence of this diyine influence, the Apoftles were In- 
fpired “with the knowledge of ‘different languages, went into va- 
rious countries, {pake the word with boldnefs, and were enabled 


~ to confirm their miffion by miracles and other fpiritual gifts. ‘Now, 
‘although thefe miraculous powers were confined o the early ages 


of Chriftianity, yet the faving and fanétifying graces of the Spirit 
ftill remain; “ For the manifeftation of the Spirit is given to every 
man to profit withal,” 1 Cor. xii. 7. But there is a diverfity of 
gifts, or different operations of the fame Spirit. To fome is given 
in a.more remarkable degree the Spirit of faith; to others the 
Spirit of prayer, and to others the Spirit of refignation. ‘ 
“Some are gified with fhining talents, whofe light may illumine 
thofe who fit in darkhefs; whilft others in humble and obfcure 
flations aré made happy in the love of God, and enjoy in filence 
a {weet ferenity of mind, which can only arife from the fecret 
workings ot God’s Spirit upon their fouls. Again, fome are called 
in a more efpecial manner to preach the Gofpel, and are endowed 
with gifts which enable them to difcharge the duties of their mt; 
niftry, ‘with boldnefs and with effe&. 

And that this gift proceeds immediately from God, or the par- 
ticular operation of the Spirit, is evident from many paflages of 
the New Teftament. “We find in the tenth chapter of the A&s, 
both’ Jews and Gentiles were converted under the preaching of 
Peter, and that as foon as the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured 
upon them, ‘they fpake with tongues, and magnified God,’ 
ver. 45,46. And if, as we are informed, holy men of God fpake 
as they were moved by the Spitit, @ Pet. i. 21; fo it is equall 
certain that at this day “no man can fay that Jefus is the Als . 
but by the Holy Ghoft,” 1 Cor. xii. 3. oqae a 

It is not neceflary that a Preacher of the Gofpel fhould be a 
man of extenfive knowledge, of a polifhed education, or natu. 
rally ‘ftrong ‘parts. So far is this from being required, thar the 
Apoftle tells us, ‘the wifdom of this world is foolifhnefs with 
God,” 1 Cor. iii.'19. ‘* Where is the wife’? where’ is the{cribe? 


‘ where is. the difputer of this world? hath not God made foolifh 


Rif things of this world ?” 1 Cori. 20. “Out of the mouths of 


- 
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their expreflion vulgar, yet with all, thefe defeéts, they may preach 
with power, and be inftrumental in bringing many fouls to repen- 
tance, and to the Knowledge of .the true God. ae 

The qualifications therefore which the rules of our fociety res 
quire, for a preacher to be received into full conneétion, are the 
ollowing : He muft have experienced the pardoning love of God. 
He muft have the love of God abiding.in him. He mutt feek 
and defire nothing but the glory of God, and be holy in all man- 
ner’ of converfation. He muft have read and ftudied the Scrip- 
tyre, and have a juft conception of falvation by faith, and the 
fanétifying influences of the Holy Spirit. He muft have a tole- 
rable degree of utterance.’ He muit {peak juftly,. readily and 
clearly ; and evidence muft be given ‘that fome have been trul 
convinced of fin, and converted to God by his preaching. As 
Jong as thefe marks concur in anyone, we believe he is called of 
God to preach.  Thefe we recéive’as fufficient proof, that he is 
moved thereto by the Holy Ghoft,”** re 
It we confider our preachers in their minifterial capacities, we 
find them exceeding aftive and laborjous in the difcharge of their 
funftions. They feldom pafs over 4 day without preaching fome- 
where ; not content with their duty on appointed days at their own 
¢hapels, they traverfe the country round, officiating at, various 
srivate houfes, feeking out opportunities of doing good, advifing. 
Biting” plating. and praying with the people, as they fee 
occafion. Not having the fear of man before them, they fpeak 
the troth with boldnefs and fimplicity ; they adapt their manner 
and their fubje€t to the fituation, wants, and difpofition of their 
hearers; they attack their darling fins, and combat their mof 
rooted prejudices ; their difcourfes are alike calculated to awaken 
the impenitent finner, and to pour the balm of confolation into 
the broken and contrite fpirit. And thofe wha have already been 
juftified by faith, and have the love of God fhed abroad in their 


_ hearts, are powerfully invited to ftand faft in that liberty, where- 


with Chrift hath made them free,” and to bring forth the fruits of 
* the Spirit, in all goodnefs, and righteoufnefs, and truth,” Eph, 


¥-.9-. . , 
ff is the bufinefs alfo of the preachers, to meet the claffes oc- 
cafionally, to be prefent at all the love feafls, and to meet the fo- 


get after public fervice on the Sabbath, when opportunity occurs. 


n the private walks of life, the charafter of our preachers in ge- 
neral is diftinguifhed by an uniformity of condué, Forretponding to 
the doétrines they teach. || They endeavour to adorn the Golpe} 


of God their Saviour in all things.. They are regular and conftant 


in their devotions, in family prayer and private meditations ; their 


_ manners fimple, their converfation edifying, their drefs plain, and i 


_ their deportment grave. They are feldom or never triflingly em- 
ployed, ‘they have neither time nor inclination to mix in the giddy 
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amufements of ‘the world: They do not affe& to be gentlemen ; 
they look upon themfelves as the fervants of all. They are tem- 
perate and fober, have no fupernumerary hours to watte in fleep ; 
their chief fludy is, how to redeem the time, and their greateit 
pleafure confifts in reclaiming men from fin, in beholding the 
‘downfall of the kingdom of fatan, and the diffufion of religious 
light and liberty. But there is fill another point of view in which 
‘} thall confider them before I clofe this Seétion, and that is, as 
vifiters of fick and dying perfons. 

Their affeGtionate exhortations, and fervent prayers in behalf 
of the unhappy fufferers, are often rendered great bleflings. No 
‘time is loft in unneceffary enquiries, in idle fpeculations, or ab- 
firatt reafonings; if they have lived in wickednefs, they are ear- 
neftly folicited to call upon the Lord, faying, ‘* God be merciful 
to me afinner!’ They are dire€ted to fly to that fountain for 
guilt and fin which is open to all, and by which alone they can 
be cleanfed from their iniquities, ‘* Believe in the Lord Jefus 
Chrift and thou fhalt be faved.” God defireth not the death of 
a finner ; he invites you, he encourages you to come unto him; 
he points out a'road by which you may find accefs, through faith; 
Chrift has not only died for your fins, but now liveth, making 
interceffion for you at the right hand of his Father. Give him 
‘then your whole heart ; caft all your care upon him who careth 
for you ; pray to him to give you faith; cry to him for mercy ; 
remember that Chrift came not to call the righteous: but finners to 
repentance, that ‘* his blood can wafh the fouleft clean,” that the 
grace of God ‘is fufficient for you, that his ftrength is perfe€ted 
in your weaknefs, Look up, be of good cheer, perhaps this 
night your fins may be forgiven you. God himfelf waiteth to 
make you happy, the angels of Heaven fhall rejoice in your con-. 
verfion,, and you fhall find joy and peace and reft to your fouls.” 

When called to vifit thofe who have lived in the fear and love 
of God, our preachers endeavour to bring to their recolleétion the. 
gracious promiles of the Gofpel, and the happy end which awaits. 
the righteous ; they attempt to.imprefs upon their minds, thofe 
paflages of Scripture in particular, where the Deity. is reprefented 
as delighting in mercy, rather than in judgment, as chaftening 
every fon whom he loveth, as affliéting us only to bring us near- 
er to himfelf; to prove our faith, to try our patience, and at lat 
to crown us with a brighter diadem, ‘They tenderly exhort them 
* to hold faft the beginning of their confidence unto the end,” 
to count the fufferings of this life as gajn, to look forwards to that 
bleffed inheritance which is referved for the faints on high, where 
forrow, pain, and ficknefs fhall flee away, where thofe that have 
~ Town in tears, fhall reap in joy, and where they hall be as the 

angels of heaven, finging praifes to God and the Lamb, to the 
endlefs ages of eternity. Si ey, 

Several are the inftances I myfelf have witneffed of the ha 
fruits of thefe vifits, Many a troubled foul has found teh, 


many. 
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Many a weeping heart has leaped for joy; the fling of Death has 
been withdrawn ; the grave has loft its viftory. Even now while 
I am writing this, there are fome whom I could mention, praifing 
God and aay HAD in hope, whofe feeble tongues can fcarcely 
articulate their Redeemer’s name, whofe abode here will be ve 

fhort ; probably in a few days their worn out bodies will be con 
figned to the dark and dreary chambers of the grave, and their en- 
raptured fouls wing their flight to the regions of blifs and glory. 


SECTION IV. Of the influence of Methodifm, on Human 
Happinefs and Condu&. 


By the term Methodifm, I would not be underftood to fignify 
a fyftem of opinions confined altogether to a particular feét of 
Chriftians. There are no doubt in the Church, and in every res. 
ligious fociety, men, who are ornaments to their profeffion, whofe 
life and condu& are in exa& conformity to the do&rines they 
preach, and whofe higheft ambition it is, to render themfelves 
ufeful to their fellow creatures. When therefore I {peak of Mes 
thodifm, I ufe the word not from prepofleffion or from choice, 
but becaufe it has been applied by way of diftinétion to that clafs 
of people, with whom I have lately entered into conneétion. So 
that in confidering the prefent part of my fubjeét, I muff be fup- 
poled to refer equally to all thofe Chriftians wherever they are, 
who hold opinions fimilar to thofe of the Methodifts, and whofe 
life and converfation are correfponding thereunto. 

Opinions or priuciples of belief, are only valuable fo far as 
they influence our happinefs, and regulate our condu&. To bea 
Chriftian by name or profeffion is a very eafy thing; but to be 
acquainted experimentally with the grand truhs of Chriftianity, 
is not always fs readily attainable. We cannot ferve two matters; 
we cannot be the fervants of the world and the Children of God 
at the fame time; and as long as we halt between two opinions, 
we ought not to be difappointed if we find happinefs in neither. 

My friend will pardon me, if I call to his recolleétion a fenti- 
ment he has more than once expreffed in my hearing, viz. * That 

_ there was nothing in this world worth living for, that Human ex- 
iftence was a complicated feries of calamity and diftrefs, and that 
even its higheft enjoyments never failed to leave a fling behind.” 

_ From whence, give me leave to enquire, do thefe gloomy ideas 

_ originate? Are they founded in reality? Does the experience 

_ of others confirm them? Do they not rather arife from fume 

_ mifapprehenfion and mifcondu& of your own, which have led 

_ you to feek for happinefs where it is not to be found? To go in 

 queft of pleafures, which from the very nature of things, are fure 

_ to end in difappointment and remorfe ? In fhort, a man without 

- Religion, is like a fhip without pilot. He is caft to and fro, toft 

"Upon the waves ‘of uncertainty, agitated by contending paffions, 

and if he experience now and then a temporary calm, it only 
ferves to ier the fucceeding ftorm fo much the more es 

bs Asp gli ut 
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- But Religion, real and experimental Religion, affords very dite 
ferent profpects. It fweetens the bitter cup, 1t pours balm into 
the bleeding heart ; it fmooths the rugged paths of life ; in aiflice 
tion it inf{pires hope, patience in adverfity, and confolation in 
every time of trouble. It reconciles us to the lofs of fortune, of 
fame, of friends. It enables us to forgive, our enemies, to pray 
for our perfecutors, and to love thofe who defpitetully ufe us, It 
renders us content with our fituation in life whatever it be; it ef- 
fe€tually fecures to us the approbation of our own con{ciéncé, and 
in fhort affords us fuch a peace’and ferenity of mind, as the world 
can neither give nor take away. 3 

And this 1s not mere theory. Experience has abundantly proved 
it; my own recent obfervation hath confirmed it; and if we rea- 
fon upon the fubje&t, we {hall find it cannot be otherwile. 

The true believer is prepared to encounter every difficulty. 
Oppofition only ferves to redouble his zeal, and every trial he 
meets with in his chriftian race, be régards as a means afforded 
him of exercifing the virtues of patience, forbearance, and refig- 
nation to the will of God, and of proving his unthaken fidelity to 
his Lord'and Mafter. He looks upon the Chriftian life as a ftate 
of warfare; and he fees himfelf encompaffed by enemies from 
without, and from within; and if he experience the hatred, the 
ridicule, or contempt of the world, it is no more than he expeét- 
ed; it is what he was ‘fufficiently forewarned of. “If the world 
hate you, faith our Saviour, yé know thaf it hated me before it 
hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love his 
own: but becaufe ye are not of the world, but I have chofen you 
out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. Remémbér 
the word that I’ faid unto’ you, that the fervant'is not greater than 
his Lord, if they have perfecuted me, they will alfo perfecite 
be if they*have kept my faying, they will keep your’s alfo. 
But all thefe things will they do unto you for my name’s fake, be- 
caufe they know not him that ferit me,” John xv. 18, 21. In 
the fame chapter, we read, “ In the world ye fhall haye tribulation 
but be of good cheer; I have overcome thé world.” 

’ The fincere Chriftian therefore is content to fuffer, as well as 
to do the will of God. — He is content to deny himfelf, to take 
up his crofs and follow’ his Mafter. He reckons the fufferings o 

this prefent time, not worthy to be compared with the glory which 
fhall be revealed hereafter ; affliftions hé efteems as bleflings in 
difguife, and though troubled on every fide, yet he is not diftrelfed + 
though perplexéd, yet not in’ defpair; perfecuied, but not forfa- 
ken, caft down, yet not deftroyed, 2 Cor. iv. 8, 9.“ As for- 
rowful, yet always rejoicing, as poor, yet makihg many rich; as 
having nothing, and yet polfeffing all things,” sae Vi. 10. 

But egain, not only the poor and the affliéted; but the rich and 
profperous are benefited by Chriftian experience. _ The Scripture 
reprefents riches as a great obftacle to the kingdom of God, and 
the reafon appeats to be, that they are apt to créate in us too flrong 

a : an 
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‘an attachment to the things of time and fenfe, and on this account 
render us lefs anxious about our {piritual and eternal welfare. 
Riches are either a bleffing or a curfe, according to the ufe-made 
of them. They afford us means of doing good in a variety of 
ways, and for this putpofe they feem to have been given us; and 
when fo employed, they redound to the glory of God, and the 
good of our own fouls. — Now a good Methodiit cannot be an un= 
charitablé man. He experiences in his. own mind, that it is truly 
**'more bleffed to give than to receive,” ‘that he that giveth to 
the poor lendeth to the Lord,” and that it fhall be paid him again, 
if notin this world,. in that which is to come. The love of God, 
abiding in him, conftrains him to love all mankind; and he en- 
deavours as far as he can, to tread in the fteps of his Mafter, 
going about feeking to do good. In his profperity, he forgets 
not that God from whom he hath derived every thing he pof- 
feffes; he fetsa juft value upon every temporal bleffing, eats the 
~bread of thankfulnefs, and ftudies to glority his Maker in every 
thought, word, and aétion.. He finds that the yoke of Chrift is 
eafy, and his burden light; the fervice he is engaged.in-is pet- 
feét freedom, and that where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty. nae 

He lofes all relith for the pleafures of fin and vanity ; his views 
are too lofty, his defires too elevated, to reft fatisfied with any 
thing fhort of the Divine prefence; and his happieft hours are 
{pent in his own clofet, in the company and converfation of his 
religious. friends, and in ats of piety to God, and benevolence 
to his fellow creatures, In youth he can look forward with pleas 
fing expeétation ; in old age he looks back with fatisfaétion. 

In fhort, the man who has once received affurance of the fore 
givenefs of his fins, and views his God as a reconciled Father int 
Chrift Jefus, regards every event that befalls him, as the imme- 

_ diate appointment of the Divine Being,’ and holds faft that blef. 
fed profpe& of immortality, which the gofpel affords to every 
true believer; fuch a one, I fay, muft be happy ; and whatfoever 
temptations he may be expoled to, whatfoever croffes he may 
meet with, he will {till be enabled by Divine grace to come off 
‘more than conqueror through him that hath loved him. 

_» The principles of Methodifm have been grofsly mifunderftood, 

- We have been charged with pride and uncharitablenefs ; and . be- 

-.caufe we do not partake in the common amufements of life, and 
enter into fcenes of gaiety and diffipation, we are fuppofed to be 

“inimical to friendly and chearful intercourfe. But let me afk, In 

what does our pride confift? Do we fhew it in our perfons, in our 
tdref{s, in our converfation,.in our dealings with mankind ? Are 
we ambitious of fame, or of the good opinion and applaufe of 

‘the world? Do we boait of our own ftrengih, of our own abili« 

ties and acquirements ? Do we difdain to vifit the afflitted? Do 
we look with contempt upon thofe who differ from us in prins 
_ Vou. XIX, Augult 1790. cs ciples ? 
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xiples?: Do. we: not rather debafe and humble ourfelves in our 
own eyes, denying ourfelves the merit of every thing that we-do 
acceptable in the fight of God? and if we glory, we glory in the 
Name and Power of the Lord Jefus Chrift. .Can we be faid to 
be uncharitable,, when we employ a confiderable portion of our 
vacant time in offices of humanity and kindnefs. to our fellow 
creatures, in endeavouring to inflruét the ignorant, and to reclaim 
the wicked ?’ when we can fympathize freely with a brother or 
fifter in diftrefs, and rejoice fincerely in the converfion of every 
penitent foul? It is our conftant prayer that ALL may come to 
the knowledge of the truth, and be faved; and it is no breach of 
charity to fay, that there is but one Road to Heaven, one Name — 
‘ only, by which we can be faved ; and that if any one reje€t the 
an of redemption laid down in the Gofpel, or in the words of 
St. John, “ entereth not by the door into’ the fheep-fold, but 
'elimbeth up fome other way, the fame is a thief and a robber. I 
_ am the door, (faith our Lord,) by me if any man enter in, he 
fhall be faved, and fhall go in and out, and thall find pafture,” 
John x. ‘9. RR 
As therefore we are affured from Scripture, that wecan never 
merit. heaven by our works, and as there is but one way of fal. 
wation, fo far is the preaching of this dofrine from being un- 
charitable, that it appears to me the greateft aft of kindaefs, the 
higheft office of humanity, to: promulgate it’ by every means in 
our power; and this we muft do if we have any real regard to 
the eternal and {piritual concerns of mankind. ‘For what doth 
it profit aman, if he watn the whole world and Jofe his own foul ? 
or what fhall a man give in éxchange for his foul?” | 
And why fhould we be deemed unfociable or averfe'to friendly 
intercourfe? “Is it becaufe we can employ ourfelves’ agreeably 
without the aid of cards; dancing, plays, and other‘amufements 
of a fimilar nature? Becaufe we deal not in unmeaning coffipli- 
‘ments, and our difcourfe is not embellifhed with ftrokes of fatire, 
‘or lively fallies of wit and humour? ‘We enjoy the pleafures ot 
Teligious converfation too much to ftand in need of any of thefe 
entertainments, We delight to tell and to hear of the goodnefs 
of our heavenly Father; and our fellowfhip with God 1s ‘often 
‘divengthened by the free and unreftrained manner in which we 
communicate our fentiments. ° ; 18,29 v4 
But further. “The influence of Methodifm is chiefly obfervable 
‘among the lower orders of fociety. It is to the poor, to the ig- 
norant, to the fimple, that the preaching of the Methodifts is 
‘rendered more particularly ufeful. ibe. v : ; 
' -Many are the inflances in which men of the moft abandoned — 
“eharatters have been’ reclaimed; drunkards: have’ become fober, 
fabbath-breakers have been brought to efteem it their higheft pri- 
wvilege and greateft delight to keep ‘that day’holy ; and {wearers 
have ceafed'to take the name of the Lord in vain. Difcontent, — 
idlenefs, and proflicacy of every kind, have been banifhed ;/ and, 
; brs men 
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mien have learnt to be fatisfied with what God and the labour of 
their own hands have provided for them, and to be diligent in their 
refpeétive callings, and a€tive in the difcharge of the relative and 
focial duties:of life. ‘* Fhe poor, (our Saviour tells us,) have the. 
Gofpel preached unto them;” and St.. James fays, ‘‘ Has -not 
God chofen the poor of this world rich in faith and heirs of the 
kingdom ?” 

In humble and obfeure flations, men having lefs to attach them. 
to this world, have more ample oppOrtunities of living near to 
God, and of growing in grace; and in this way, di trefs and 
affliGion fome times operate by conftraining us to apply to God for 
fuccour and for confolation, when we find that vain is the help of 
man, and there is nothing on earth which can give us that affiftance 
our fouls ftand in need of. It isin the hour of ficknefs and upon 
the bed of death, when the cheering influence of true Religion 
fhines upon the heart in its full luftre; it is when we are forfaken. 
and rejetted by men, that God is ever prefent and dear unto us; 
and it is this alone which will enable us like the Apoftles of old,, 
to rejoice in tribulation, knowing that though “ many be the afflic- 


tions of the righteous, the Lord delivereth him out of them all,” - ; 


Plal. xxxiv, 19. 
[ To be concluded in the next. | 


A DISCOURSE on LUKE X. 27. 
[ Concluded from page 327- | . 


Il. , us now confider the Love of our Neighbour, with its 


happy confequences. ; : 
_ The Love of our Neighbour can only fpring from the Love of 


God, and isa love of Equity, Charity, Succour, and Benevo-. 


lence. We owe to our neighbour what we have a right to expe 


from him. This our bleffed Saviour pofitively commands, ‘* Do- 


unto all men as ye would they fhould do unto you.” By this 
rule, therefore, we fhould think, fpeak, and write, concernm 

every one. And if fo, we fhall on all occafions put the moft 
favourable conftru€tion upon all his words afid aétions that they 


will pofibly bear. For, as 


of fins, : a 
3 3 find a fault, but rather where a real blemifh appears, endeavour 


to hide, or to excufe it, in the beft manner we can, and 4s far as" 
truth will go. We fhall bear with him, love and forgive him, 
- gejoice in his felicity, mourn on account of his adverfity, defire 
and delight in his profperity, and procure it when in our power. 
—Infirn& him if he be ignorant, help him in bis weaknefs, and 


even rifk our life tor his fake, for the falvation of his Soul, or for 


- even | ing in. 
Eels fod a Uy, ft de every thing in our 
She paruis goede Ina word E s AY eae. power, 


@ 
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“Love worketh no ill to its neighe 
bour,” fo it “ Thinketh no evil;” yea, “It will hide a sulin 
Ws? Therefore we fhall not try, much lefs fhall we rejoice — 
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power, through all the poffible varicties of circumftances, which” 


we would wifh them to do for us were the fituation reverfed. P 
How happy would Society be, were this facred and rational 
precépt properly obferved! Reader, if others do not attend to it, 
it is not the lefs binding on thee. 
© ‘To him who loves‘God with all his héart, the fulfilment of this 
duty is not only. poffible, but eafy and delightful. Such a man 
Will look upon the evz/ and unthankful, with the fame pitying love, 
(in his degree,) which infpiréd the breaft of the Son of God when 
he laid down his life for them. Such will ever efteem the Saints 
of God as the excellent of the earth, however they may be de- 
{pifed or perfecuted. The bowels of his compaflion are not 
ftraitened by names, feéts or parties ; for real love deftroys, root 
and branch, all bigotry, and fo enlarges the mind, that with the 
holy Apoftle, the man of God moft devoutly :prays, “* Grace be 
with aJl them who love the Lord Jefus Chrift in fincerity.” It is 
true, we may, and we ought to make a proper diftin@ion between 
one man and another; we are called, by Revelation, to love 
according to reafon, therefore we fhall love particular perfons ac- 
‘cording to their wath. Hence we may fee a perfon worthy of 
our higheft efteem, on account of his deep piety, his uncommon 
natural and acquired abilities. The extraordinary gifts which God 
has enriched him with, and becaufe of his long ftanding, and 
great ufefulnefs in the Church of Chrift. We may greatly de- 
Hight in another perfon with whom we are intimately acquainted, 
. becaufe we find an inexpreflible union of fpirit with him, and 
the more we know him the more we love him, becavfe we have 
~ found in him “ a faithful friend: ” Perhaps he is nearly. of our 
own age and ftanding in the Church of Gad, and one who is 
nearly of the fame natural temper. On fuch perfons a fuperior 
degree of affe€tion may be innocenily, yea laudably placed: David 
“had his Jonathan, and Chrift his John. But as this love, in be- 
half of which I fpeak, is a love of Equity, Charity, Succour 
and Benevolence, we owe this equally to all; and he who loves 
God witb all his heart, &c, will find no difficulty in performing 
all the requirements of this facred precept; for ‘* Love feels no 
loads.” And it is certain, he who loves will chearfully ferve all 
within the, circle of his acquaintance, according to his power. 
The grand end of human life is to glorify God, by contributing ta 
. the happinefs of mankind, as far as our influence or our ability 
can.go. ‘ Our goodnefs cannot extend unto the Lord,” but it 
may be extended to our neighbour in various ways. He then moft 
effeftually glorifies God; who is the moft ufeful to his fellow 
creatures. i wa 
At what an aftonifhing diftance from this love, is the man who 
perverfely deprives another of any temporal privilege which it is 
an his power to grant, without the leaft inconvenience to himfelf, 
or to any one elle; yet he not only withholds it, but alfo takes a 
kind of pleafure in feeing his neighbour diftreffed for lack of. that 
<2 which 


‘ 


; 


with tenfold aggravation, when it is a fpiritual privilege which he 
refufes, and which the other folicits for with meeknefs and humi- 


lity, and yet neverthelefs his requeft is rejected. Such a perfor, 


may call himfelf a Chriftian if he will, and he may cry ‘ The 


Temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord are thefe.” But we» 
muft take the liberty to tell him, That he is an entire flranger to, 


the Chriftian {pirit and temper; that he is a very bad member 


even of civil, and much more of Religious Society, and that he: 


neither loves God nor man. Whenever we fuffer ourfelves to be 


governed by human prudence, inftead of the word of God, we, 


fhall find ourfelyes as much difappointed as St. Paul did when he 
purified himfelf in the Temple according to the Law, which he 
well knew to have been abolifhed, and the evil he withed to avoid 
came upon him in all its fulnefs, 

Our bufinefs is to keep clofe to the word of God on all. occa- 
fions, to make it the rule of our condu& in every thing that re- 
lates to our own Salvation, or to the Government of the Church 
of God, “ Brethren, faith the Apoftle, Ye have been called unto 
liberty ; only ufe not that liberty for an occafion to the flefh ; but 
by love ferve one another.” 

He who loves his neighbour as himfelf, will readily grant him 
all the liberty his foul defires, in order to worthip God according 
to the diétates of his own confcience ; and he who does not, is far. 
enough from the love which is here recommended by our Lord. 

III. Let us now confider the nature of Self-love and the. 


benefits attending it. “ Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy/elf.” 


Self-love, as it is generally called, has been grievoufly de. 
claimed againft, even by religious perfons, as a moft pernicious 
and dreadful evil: But they have not underftood the fubjeét of 


which they fpoke. They have denominated. that intenfe propen- | 
_ fity which unregenerate men feel to gratify their carnal appetites 


and vicious paflions, /e/f-/ove. Whereas it might be more pro- 


perly termed felf-hatred, or felf-murder. If I am to love my, _ 


neighbour as myfelf, and this ** Love worketh no ill to his neigh 
bour,” then felf-love, in the fenfe in which our Lord ufes the 
word, is fomething excellent. It is properly a Sentiment effens 
tial to our nature and infeparable from our being, by which we 
defire to be happy; by which we feek the happinefs which we 
have not, and rejoice in it when we poffefs it. In a word, it is 
an uniform wilh of the foul to avoid all evil, and to enjoy all 
good. So that he who is wholly governed by felf-love, properly 
and f{cripturally fpeaking, will devote his whole Soul to God, and 
- earneftly and conftantly feek all his peace, happinefs, and falva- 

tion, in the enjoyment of Gop. 4 “ 
In one fenfe, this. is not fo properly love, as the foundation and 


i bond of loye, by which we are united to the obje& which confti 


- 
te 


 nefs, and am happy in confequence; but I am not the objeé that 


_ tutes our happinefs. I am the fubje&t_ which receives the happi- 


conititutes 
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conftitutes this happinefs; for it is that objet, properly fpeaking,” 
which I love. The love of God and our neighbour, is commanded’ 
in the facred Writings, but we are not commanded to love our-" 
felves, except by negative precepts; for this love, in the fenfe we» 
have given of it above, is infeparable from our nature, and effen- - 
tial to our being. -‘* No man, faith the Apoftle,. ever hated his 

own flefh:’? But he who finneth againft God, wrongeth his own: 
Soul, both of prefent and eternal Salvation, and is fo far from 

being governed by felf-love, that the man is a determined enemy 

to his own higheft and deareft interefts, and brings everlafting 

deftru&ion upon himfelf. 

IV. The happy confequence, and recompence of this Love. 
© This do, and thou fhalt live.” 

He whofe Soul refts in God fupremely, and who intenfely des 
fires the enjoyment of him, who always lives te, and-ever aéts for 
God, muft be happy. - For God, the Author and Fountain of life 
and felicity, lives in him. “ I will dwell in them, and walk in 
them (faith the bleffed God) and I will be their God, and they 
fhall be my people.” He therefore lives a fpiritual life, which 
confifts in the union of God and the Soul, and of confequence, 
he enjoys communion with the God to whom he is united. “‘* As 
the living Father hath fent me (faith our Lord) and I live by the 
Father, even fo, he ‘that eateth me, fhall live by me.” For this 
{piritual union our Lord prayed with his expiring breath, “ That 
they all may be one, as thou Father art in me, and I in thee, that 
they alfo may be one in us: Lin them, and thou in me, that they’ 
may be made perfe& in one, and that the world may know that 
thou haft fent me, and (wonderful to think of) haf loved them as 

thou haft loved me.” 
' The works of righteoufnefs which he performs, are at once 
the evidences and the fun&tions of his fpiritual life. He lives to 
all the important purpofes and concerns of life, to glorify his God 
and to do good among men. He lives under the continual influ- 
" ences of the Life-giving Spirit, and increafes daily in the love of 

| ale 
e life of the wicked may juftly be termed,—an ever-livi 
death: But the life of the ve val isan ever-living life. He 
lives in death itfelf! Death itfelf is his! and is now become oné 
of'the greateft of bleffings, inafmuch as it will be the gate of 
everlafting life to his deathlefs Soul. He lives through Eternity ! 
He fees God as be is! Penctrated with the rays of his glory, he 
contemplates his infinite perfe&tions; each of which muft beget 
in him endlefs wonder, inconceivable delight and gratification | 
** Behold! what manner of love the Father hath beftowed upon us: 
that we fhould be called the fons of God!” Father of mercies 
God of Light, and Power, and Love! illuminate, quicken, and 

invigorate our minds! Let us fee the hope of our calling, and 
never teft,— . rw steam ay 
- J ; iY Tilt * | 
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Till transform'd by faith divine ; 
We gain that perfe& love unknown, Pa 

Bright in all thine Image thine, 
By putting on thy Son. 

Let thofe who really defire to love God, ever remember, ‘that 
‘this can only be attained by a living faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift. 
‘* Look unto me, and be ye faved, all the ends of the earth.” 
This is the way which the infinitely wife and bleffed God hath 
appointed, and befides it there is no other. The love of God 
muft be fhed abroad in our hearts, the divine nature muft’be com. 
municated. Our carnal, degenerate nature can never be fubdued 
by any other mean whatfoever: much lefs can our whole foul be 
‘renewed in the Image of God, in’ any other way. “ Believe in 
the Lord Jefus Chrift and thou fhalt be faved.” Sayed from all 
condemnation, and faved from the power of the carnal mind. 

Let it ever be remembered, that according to the degree of the 
love of God ‘which we enjoy, fo will our Jove to our neighbour 
‘be; and if this be thecafe, then we fhall “ Follow peace with all 
‘men.” Then we fhall certainly, “ Endeavour to keep the unity 
of the {fpirit in the bond of peace.” We thall promote unity, 
‘harmony, and love, every where. We fhall have the bleffing 
* “which-our Lord pronounced upon the Peace-makers. We fhall 
not then feek to pleafe ourfelves, but every one will endeavour to 
fe his neighbour for his good to edification. In fhort, we fhall 

e a bleffing to the people among whom we live, and a blefing to 
“the Church of Chrift. Now unto him who is able to du ex- 
‘ceeding abundantly above all that we afk or think, according to 
_ ‘the power that worketh m us, be glory in the Church by Chrift 
‘Jefus, throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 


To th EDITOR, | 
My dear Friend, London, April 27, 1796. 


\ ' ] HATEVER has a tendency to create in usa fenfibility of 
~¥ ¥_ prefent mercies, and more efpecially of our {piritual pri- 
vileges, as it increafes our gratitude to God, fovit alfo at the fame 
‘time increafes our own happinefs. On this account I have jong 


thought, that as Woodrow’s Hiflory of the Sufferings of the Chure 


“of Scotland, is but little known, the accounts there given of fome - 


‘of *thofe truly pious and faithful minifters of Chritt, whofe lives 
“were fhamefully and cruelly caft away, would be highly acceptable 
‘to your numerous readers. It may be objeéted, that they were 
miftaken in fome things, (and who is not ?) yet when men’s con- 
{ciences are concerned, we cannot but tenderly pity thofe who 
_ fuffer‘on “that account, and muft approve of their fincerity and 
"integrity, their undaunted courage in the caufe-of divine Truth, 
and their zeaf for the honour of God. 
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_Among the many who died by the hand of the executioner int 
that bloody reign, was Mr. DONALD Carcit. He was born 
about the vear 1610, and was the oldeft fon of avery refpeétable 
family in Rattray. After. he had been fome time at {chool at 
Aberdeen, he was fent to the Univerfity of St, Andrews, where 
‘having gone through his courfe of philofophy, his father prefled 
upon him very much to fludy divinity, in order, to the miniltry, 
but he, through tendernefs of fpirit, conflantly refufed, faying 
‘« That work is too great a burden for my weak fhoulders.” But 
‘his father ftill continuing to urge him, he fet apart a day for private 
fafting and prayer, in order to. know the mind of the Lord in this 
‘important bufine(s, After much wreftling with God, the words 
of the Prophet Ezekiel, viz. ‘‘ Son of man, eat. this roll, and 
go, {peak unto the houfe of Ifrael,” made a deep impreffion upon 
‘his mind, fo that he dur{t no longer refufe his father’s requeit, but 
dedicated himfelf wholly to the work of the minifiry: And it is 
remarkable, the above-mentioned paflage of Scripture was given 
to him by the Prefbytery to preach his trial Sermon upon, fo that 
‘he was the more fully {atished of his call to labour in the Lord’s 
vineyard, - 

He was firft called to the Barony-church.in Glafgow. Here he 
perceived the lightnefs and unconcerned behaviour of the people 
under the word, and was fo much difcouraged, that he formed a 
refolution to leave the place. Several of the minifters perfuaded 
him to try them a little longer, but he refufed, faying, ‘* They are 
‘a rebellious people.” His horfe was brought to ;the door, and he 
had bid farewell to his friends, and was taking leave of a certain 
_godly woman, who faid to him, “ Sir, you have given notice to 
“preach ‘here next Thurfday, and have appointed a meal for a poor 
flarving péople, and will you go away and not give it? if you do, 
the curfe'of God will go-with you.” ~ Thefe words fo deeply 
affe€ted him, that he durft not go-away, but- fitting down, he de- 
fired her and others to pray for him. So he remained, and was 
Aettled in that parifh, where he exercifed his miniftry with great 
fuccefs, to. the unf{peakable fatisfa@tion both of his. own parith 
and all the godly people who flocked to hear him, until the refto. 
ration of Charles II. : St 

Upon the 26th of May following, being the. day: appointed to. 
commemorate the King’s. reftoration, it being his ufual week-day’s 
edie he preached in his own church, and feeing a much larger» 
congregation than common, left any of the people thould fuppofe 

/ that he kept this day as the general part of the nation did, upon 
entering the pulpit he faid, “* We once thought to have bleffed the 
day when the king returned home, but now we think we fhall 
have occafion to curfe it, and if any of you are come here in order 
for the folemnizing of this day, we defire you to withdraw.’” 
He enlarged upon Hof, ix. 1. “ Rejoice not O Ifrael for joy as 
other people,” &c. and faid, ‘* This is the firt flep of our going 

a whoring from God; and whofoever of the Lord’s people are 

oY * rejoicing 


» 
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tejoicing this day, their joy will be like the crackling of thorns 
under a pot, it will foon be turned into mourning, this will be 

_ the woefulleft fight that the poor Chutch of Scotland ever faw.” 

This extremely enraged his enemies againft him, fo that being 
hotly purfued, he was obliged to abfcond; remaining fome times 
in private houfes, and fome times being obliged to lay all night in 
the open air among the broom near the city: yet he never omitted 
any opportunity of private preaching, vifiting of families, and 
other minifterial duties. But when the Prefbyterian minifters 
were turhed out of all the Churches, then a band of foldiers were 
fent to apprehend him, who coming to his church, could not find 
him, as by the kind providence of God, he had gone out at one 
door about a minute before they came in at the other; whereupom 
they took the keys of the church door with them and departed. 

In the mean while the council paffed an a& of confinement, and 
banifhed him to the north-fide of the Tay, under penalty of being 
imprifoned and profecuted as a feditious perfon: But ihis fentence 
he never regarded. . 

During this time, partly through grief for the ruin of the caufe 
of God, and partly through the extreme hardfhips which he ena 
dared, his voice was fo broken that he could not be heard but 
only by a fmall company, which was a fore exercife to him, arid 
avery great difcouragement on account of his being obliged ta 

fetch in the fields. But one day Mr. Blackater preached near 

‘Glafgow, and Mr: Cargil onthe fame day le&tured upon Ifa. xliv. 
3. “ I will pour water upon him that is thirfty,” &c. It pleafed 
the Lord fo to reftore his voice, that very few could exceed him; 
and not.only his voice, but his fpirit was alfo enlarged, and fuch a 
door of utterance was given him, that Mr. Blackater faid to the 
people, * You that have fuch prenchiae as this, have no need to 
4p ftrangers to preach to you: make good ufe of your mers 
cies.” After this he continued to preach without the city for 
fome time, a great multitude generally attending, and many pros 
fiited much by the bleffed Truths they heard. He was wonderfully 
preferved in the midft of dangers, the enemy feveral times fendin 
out to watch him and to catch fomething from his mouth whereot 
they might accufe him, 

In the month of O&ober 1665, they made a public fearch for 

im in the city: Britshe being informed of it, took hayfe and rode 
a of the town; and ata narrow pafs of the road he met a large 
number of foldiers. As he paffed them, turning another way to 
the right-hand, one of them faid, “* pray, fir, what is it o’clock.” 
He anfwered, “ It is fix.” Another of the foldiers who knew his 
voice faid, ** There is the man we are feeking!” Upon hearing 
this, he put fpurs to his horfe, and fo efcaped that time. 

“For about three years, he ufually refided in the houfe of ong 
Margaret Craig, a very pious woman, where he preached morni _— 
arid evening to fuch as cameto hear him, And though his pers 
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fecutors fearched {lri€ily for him here, yet Providence fo ordere 


— he was always out of the way when they came: For the ~ 
Lord was fo gracious to hims, that, he left bim not without fome, — 
notice of approaching danger...-One Sabbath, when he was going ; 
to Woodfide to preach, as he was about-to mount the horfe, he 
faid to his man, ‘ Jkemuft not goto yonder place today.” A party — 
of the enemy came there. that day in. fearch of him, and when. 
they found him not, they fell upon the people, and imprifoned 
feveral of, them. At another time, a fearch was made for him in 
the city, and they came to his chamber, but providentially he was 
in another houfe that night.. At another time he was preaching 
privately in the houfe of one Mr. Calender, and the enemy befet 
the houfe, but the people put him and another man in a window, 


and clofed it.up with books... The fearch was fo ftriét that the 


Y 


fearched the very ceiling of the houfe. Had they moved but one 
of the’ books they would certainly have found him. But the Lord 


fo ordered it, that they did not; for as a foldier was about to tak 


€ 


up one of the books, the fervant maid cried out to the commander, 


+3 


“ The man is going to fteal my mafter’s books ; 
ed to let them alone: So narrowly did he efcape at that time. 


and he was ordere 


» On the 23rd of November, 1668, the council having heard that 
Mr. Cargil: had broke his confinement, ordered him to appear 
before them on the 11th of January. following.. He was accords 
ingly apprehended and appeared before them, when he was fingus 
larly firengthened to bear a faithful teftimony, to his Mafter’s 
honour, his perfecuted caufe and truth. Yet through the interpo« 
fition of fome perfons of eles his own friends, and his wite’s 


relations, he was difmiffe 


, and returned to. Glafgow ; and there 


performed all minifterial duties, as when in his own church, note 
withftanding the diligent. fearch that was made for him. For 
eighteen months together he preached every Sabbath to multitudes 
who flocked to hear him, within little more than a quarter of a 
mile of the city, fo that the finging was heard in different. parts of 


-it, yet all the while they never.molefted him, 


«Mr. Cargil-being in company with the party which rofe in 
defence of the Gofpel at Bothwell, was taken prifoner. . He was 
ftruck down to the ground with a fword, and faw nothing but 
death before him, having received feyeral dangerous wounds in 
his head. One of the foldiers afked his name; he told him it 
was Donald Cargil: another afked him, if.he was a minifter ? 
He anfwered he was; whereupon they let him go.. When his 
wounds were examined, he feared to, afk if they were mortal, 


_ as he then defired, in fubmiffion, to the will of God, to live 


little longer, being led to think that the Lord had. yet , further 
' wowed 
ae 


work for him to do. . ee . 
» Soon.afier this, he was purfued from his own chamber out 


the town,..and. was forced to run. through feveral, thorn hedges; ; 


He was no fooner out, but he faw a troop of dragoons juft oppo. 
Sie tohim. He could not return back, the (oder taraacdet 


& every 


a 


: 


_ award, and paffed by thertreop, who looked upon him, but did not 
 moleft him.» When-he got to the river, he faw another troop on 


the other fide, wajting for him, who called to him, but he made 
them no anfwer. He travelled about a mile by the river fide and 


— fo efcaped: Next Lord’s.day he preached at Langfide. without 
' interruptions At another time, being ima houfe befet with fol- 


' 


diers, “he walked through the midft of them, they fuppofing him 
to be the owner of the houfe: fo wonderfully did the Lord pre- 
ferve his perfecuted fervant. bret ae 
* There was a certain worham about two miles from Glafgow, who 
through fear of fuffering, perfuaded her hufband to hear the curate; 
but afterwards fhe fell into'extreme diftrefs of mind, being forely 
tempted to. queftion her*intereft-in. Chrift, and all’ that had. fors 
merlypaffed between God: and her foul; and was often tempted 


to deftroy herfelf. Being well known to be a truly. pious womanly: 


fhe was vilited by .many .chriftian friends, but without’ fuccefs : 
She ftill cried out, “‘ Iam undone! for I have. denied. Chrift;, and 


~ he has dénied:me.””» Mr. Cargil at-laft vifited her feveral times, 


but ftill fhe continued in the deepeft diftrefs... He fet apart feveral 
days to wréftle with the Lord in her behalf, and then vifited her 
again, but found her as bad as'ever, upon. which he took.out his 
Bible, ‘and looking ferioufly at-her, faid, “ I have this. day a com- 
miffion from my: Lord« and Matter, to renew the marriage cons 
tra&t between you and him; and if you will not confent, vam te 
require’ your’ fub{cription upon this Bible, that you are willing te 
quit all right'and title tolhim;” and then he offered her pen; an 

ink for that’ purpofe.. She «was filent for fome time, but at. laf 
cried: out, *‘ © Salvation is come to this houfe: I take the Lord 
on his own terms, as he ‘is offered to,me by his faithful fervant,’? 
nd from that:time her foul was fet at liberty. Ae 
‘© In the beginning of the year 1680, he retired towards the Frith 
of Forth, and contigued there till-he and fome others were attacked 
by a party of foldiers at. Queensferry, where fome of. them were 
killed» and he was forely:, wounded, but efcaped with his.Jife,, A 
certain: woman found him) in a private place, and bound up his 
wounds with her head-clothes, and conduéted him to the houfe of 


one Robert Pontins, where a furgeon drefled his-wounds. Mr. 


-Pontins gave him a little warm milk, and he»lay.in their barn 
all ikiphiscdbom thencehe went to the South, and the. next Lord’s- 
day, notwithftanding his wounds, he preached at Cairn-bill near 
‘Loudon: For no danger .could prevent him from the good work 


in which:-he was-engaged. At night fome perfons faid, to him, 


#* We think, fir, that preaching and -praying go the beft with 
you, when your danger and trials are the greatefl.” He an{wered, 
so] has'been fo, and: I hope: it-will ftill be fo: the more the ene- 
‘mies of religion thruft atome to'make me fall, the'more fenfibly 


the Lord fupports: me+’’ and-added, ‘t.The Lord is my ftrength 


and n he is become my Salvation,” siaie 
lan ge Alcor 
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+ Lire of Mr! Carers 383 
, every where, laying in wait for him: Upon which he went for- 


. = 
gta Lrre of Mr. Carer. ; 
» After this, he-arid Mr. Richard Cameron ‘met arid preached to- 
gether in Darmeid-muir and other places, till Mr. Cameron was 
illed at Airs-mofs. From thence Mr. Cargil went north, and in - 
the month of September had a numerous meeting neat Sterhag, 
where he pronounced fentence of excommunication againft fome 
of the moft violent perfecutors of that day, as formally as the 
prefent ftate of things would ‘admit. Sometime before this, he 
appeared very low, and faid but little in company : ‘Only.o fome 
of his friends he faid, “1 have a blaft to give the trumpet which 
the Lord has put into my hand, that will found in the ‘ears of 
fnany in Britain.” When ‘he’ began, fome of bis friends feared 
that he would be fhot. His landlord; in whofe houfe he had 
lodged that night, ‘was fo fe ease that he -caft off his coat and 
ran away with al fpeed. Inthe forenoon Mr. Cargil leétured 
upon Ezek. xxi. 25, and preached on 1 Cor. v 19. Heenlarged 
~ “yg the*nature of excommunication, and then pronounced: the: fen- 
fence. In the afternoon he preached on Lam. ii. 91, g2, ‘* Phe 
Lord ‘will not caft off for ever.”9 | ES holt | . 
“The next Lord’s-day ‘he preached near Livingfton, In his ins 
frodu@tion he faid, “* 1 know that I am, and. thall:be condemned 
by many, for excommunicating thofe wicked men. But whofos 
éver may condemn me, I know that the Lord approves of mes 
and I am perfuaded that what I have done on earth is ratifed im 
heaven; for if ever 1 knew the mind of God, or. was clear-in any 
part of the work he has called me to, it;was in that.. And ‘will - 
give you two figns that you may be fatisfied that I am in no.delus 
on: 4. If fome of thefeamen do not find that fentence binding 
upon them before they go off the ftage of life, and. be.dbliged to 
‘eonfefs it, &c. 2. If thefe men die the common death» of all 
men, then God hath not fpoken by me.” ITE eyo aide 
About the 2ed of Oober, a very fevere proclamation was 
publifhed againft him, offering a reward of five thoufand marks 
to any one that would apprehend him. A few weeks after, 
Governor: Middleton laid the following plot for him; che pres 
vailed upon one Henderfon to write letters in the name: of Mr, 
Adam, jo Culrofs, and fome other. ferious Chriftians in. Fife, 
firing Mr. Cargil to come over and preach to them at the Hill. 
Baith. Henderfon went to Edinburgh with the letters; and found 
him in the Weftbow. Mr. Cargil ‘being willing to. anfwer the 
_ eall, Henderfon propofed to go before, and to: a boat ready at 
the ferry again Mr. Cargil came; and in orderthat he. 
know him, he defired to fee Mr. Cargil's clothes that he thould 
then wear, In the mean while Henderfon hada company of fol- 
diers laying in wait for Mr. Cargilion the read, «Several of Mr, 
Cargil’s friends went before on foot, while ‘he and fome. others 
were to follow on ‘horfe-back.. ‘When they came :to ‘the place. 
where the foldiers were, they faw the danger, and one of the 
ice te efcaped gnd told Mr. ‘Cargil, fo he fled back to Edin. 
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|» After this remarkable efcape, Mr. Cargil feeing nothing but the 


violent flames of perfecution before. him, retired for about three 
months’ into England, where his. pious labours were very much 


_ bleffed to many fouls who attended on his miniftry. He then re 
_ turned to Scotland and preached at Cambufnethan on the 11th of 


‘May, and after baptizing fome children, he preached again in the 
afternoon, In the mean time his enemies at Glafgow getting 
notice of this meeting, they feized upon all the horfes they could 
meet with, and came in queft of him. Such was their hafte, that 
one of the foldiers, who was a little behind the reft, riding furi- 
oufly down the ftreet, although it was mid-day, rode over a child 
and killed it on the fpot. Juftas Mr. Cargil was concluding with 
prayer, a lad alarmed him of the enemies approach. The.people 
were feized with great fear, fo that fome of the women caft away 
their children. Mr. Cargil was running dire&tly among his ene- 
mies, but fome of his friends feeing his miftake, called him back 
to the mofs, unto which they fled, The foldiers fired hard upon 
them, ‘but none were either killed or taken that day. .< 

About this time fome of the people {poke to Mr. Cargil abont 
his preaching and praying fo fhort. They faid, O fir, 1t is long 
between meals, and we are in.a flarving condition; all is exceeds 
ing good, fweet, and wholefome, that you deliver; but why 

ou give us fo {mall a portion? ‘He anfwered, “ Ever yi ia 

wed a kmee in good earnest to pray, I never durft preach or pray 
with my own gifts; and when my heart is not properly affe&ted, I 
always think it is time to give up. For what does not come 
from, the heart, I bave very little hope will goto the hearts of 
others.” 

After this he took a tour through Airfhire, where he preached, 
and baptized fome children, He dtayed-not Jong but returned to 
Clydefdale. He defigned to have preached at Tinto-bill, but the 
lady of St. John’s kirk, gave it.out tobe at Home-common. He 
being in the houfe of John Leddal near Tinto, went out to fpend 


' the Sabbath morning by himfelf, and feeing the people pafling by, 


afked what it meant, which being told, he rofe and followed them 
about five miles, The morning being warm and the hills fteep, 
he was much fatigued before he got to the place, where a man 
gave him adrink of water out of his bonnet, and another between 
the'fermons; this was all the entertainment he got that day; for 


_ berhad tafted nothing in the morning. Here he leétured upon the 
6th of Ifaiah, and preached on, “ Be not high-minded but fear.” 


» Mr. Cargil had run very faft, for fome time, but the end of his 


painful race was now drawing near. He preached his laft fermon 
at Dunfyre-common, upon Haiah xxiv. 20, “ Come, my f¢-.;"-, 


J 


enter thou. into thy chambers,—and hide thyfelf for a little mo- 


ment, until the.indignation be over-palt.” Some time that night, 
_ through the perfuation of his friends, he came to Covington-mill 
; ag the heals “of Andréw Fifer. In the mean time James Irvin | _ 


he laird of Bonfhaw, having got a general commiffion, me 1 Rec. 
mals Ve Peay with | = 
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with a party of foldiers from Kilbride; and next morning very 
ality came to St. John’s-kirk, and after fearching feveral houfes 
there, he came to Covington-mill, and there apprehended Mr. — 
Cargil, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Boig. Bonfhaw, when he found 
them, cried out, ‘“‘ O bleffed Bonfhaw! ‘and bleffed be the day 
that ever I was born! what a prize have J now found, a prize of — 
five thoufand marks this morning.” The foldiers marched with _ 
all fpeed to Lanerk, and put them all in prifon-until they ‘them= 
‘felves got fome refrefhment, and then got horfes and fet the pri- 
foners on their bare backs. -Bonfhaw tied Mr. Cargil’s feet under 
the horfe’s belly with his own hand exceeding hard, Upon this 
Mr. Cargil looked down upon him and faid, ** Why do you tie 
me fo hard? ‘Your wickednels is great.” But you will not long 
efcape. the juft judgment of God; and if Ibe not miftaken,. it 
will feize you in this place.” This came to pafs the next years 
One of Bonfhaw’s companions in fin being in a rage with him, 
san him through with a fword. His laft words were. a dreadful 
curfe upon his own foul, too fhocking to be repeated.‘ Mifs 
_ chief fhall-hunt the violent man to deftroy him.” : 
They came to Glafgow in hafte, fearing that the prifoners would 
be refcued ; and while waiting atithe Tolbooth for the magiftrates 
to come to receive them, one John Hifbet faid to Mr. Cargil 
three times over, by way of ridicule, ** Will you not give'us one. 
word more?” (alluding to an expreffion he ufed fometimes in 
preaching.) Mr. Cargil anfwered, ‘*-Mock not, left your bands 
be made flrong. ~ The day is coming when you ‘hall not have one 
word to fay, though Side would.” ‘This foon came to pafs, fot 
not many days after, Nifbit fell fuddenly ill; for three days toges 
ther his tongue {welled, and although he ftrove'to fpeak, he 
could not pronounce a fingle word, but died in great terror and 
torment. ° e 
From Glafgow the prifoners were removed to Edinburgh ; and 
July 15, they were brought before the council. Chancellor 
Rothes, being-one of thofe whom Mr. Cargil had excommunis 
cated, threatened him with. the torture, and a more’ violent death 
than ordinary. To whom hé faid,,‘* My. Lord Rothes, forbear to 
- threaten me ; for die what death Iwill, your eyes fhall not fee it.’ 
Which accordingly came to pafs, for he died the morning of that 
fame day, in the afternoon of which’ Mr. Cargil:was executed.* 
' * The day. before the Parliament fat down, the Duke of ‘died. © e 
he faw his camper he fent for fome of his lady’s cinta nov Me 
own minifters might do to live with, but not to die with. Accordingly, Mr. 
John Carftairs, and Mr. George Johnfon vifited him, and vfed great freedom i 
Ipeaking to.him, To whom he faid, “We all thought little of what thar pose 
man did in excommunicating ys, but I find that fentence binding upon me now, 
and it will bind to all eternity.” While Mr. Johnfton was praying with hiins, 
feveral noblemen. and bifhops were in thenext room; ‘one of whom faid to the - 
_ bifhops, “* That is a Prefbyterian minifter that is praying: The devil-a-one of | 
| youcould pray as they do, tho” your prayers fhould keep afoul out of hell.? 
uke Hamilton anfwered, “We banifh thefe men from us, and ee 
| 
| 


* ats 


some tgdie, we cannot die without them this iy melangholy work fs 
‘ t é ‘ ‘ While 


, 
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fy - Whileshe was in prifon, a gentlewoman who came to vifit him, 


told him weeping, “ That thofe heaven-daring enemies were 

paring a moft violent death for him, fome faid, a barrel with ma y 
pikes in us fides, to roll him in ; others, an iron-chair red-hot to 
roaft him in,” But he anfwered, ‘* Let neither you, nor any of the 
** Lord’s people, be troubled on account of fuch things ; .for all 
“* that they will find liberty to do, will be to hang me up, cut me. 


* down, and then cut my old head off. And-then, fare them 
* well;:they will have done with me, and I with them for ever.” 
On the rgth, he was again brought before the council, when 
he was examined re{petting the excommunication. It appears, 
that a motion was made to fpare his life, as he was an old man, 
and to fend him a, prifoner to the. Bafs. during life. This bein 
put to the vote, he was caft by, the vote of the Earl of Argyle, 
who doomed him to the gallows to die like a traitor. ; 
_ Upon the 26th, he was brought before the judges, and indi@ed 
in the common form, _ His confeffion being produced in evidence 
againit him, he was brought in guilty of high-treafon, and con- 
demned with the reft, tobe hanged at the crofs of Edinburgh, 
and his head to be placed on one of the gates of the city.. When 
they came to thefe words in the indi€ment, ‘* Having caft off the 
fear of God,” &c. he defired the clerk to flop, and pointing to 


_ the king’s advocate, Sir George Mc Kenzie, faid, “ The man that 


hath caufed that paper to be drawn up, hath done it contrary to 
the light of his own con{cience; for he knoweth that I have lived 
in the fear of God from my infancy. But that man, I fay, who 
took the holy Bible in his hand, and faid, that it would never be 
well with this. land till that bleffed Book be deflioyed, I fay, he 
is the man that hath caft off the fear of God.’ The advocate 
flormed at this, but could not deny the truth of what he faid, 

_ When Mr. Cargil’s fentence was announced with found of trim- 
pet, he faid, “ That is a weary found; but the found of the laf 
trumpet will be a joyful found to me, and to all who are interefied 


in the righteoufnefs of Chrift. 


.. When.he was brought to the {caffold, he flood with his back to 
the ladder, and defired the attention of the numerous fpectators : 
and after slinging the 118th Pfalm, from the 16th verfe, he began 
to {peak to three forts of people; but being intérrupted by the 
beating of drums, he f{miled, and faid, “ You fee, we have not 


- liberty to fpeak ; but God knoweth our hearts.’’ He then began 


to exhort. the people, and to fhew them the comfort be had in p 


- ing down his life, in the:affurance of a bleffed eternity ; exprefs- 
- ing himfelf in thefe words, ‘‘ I am as fure of my intereft in Chrift, 
and my peace with God, as all within this Bible, and the f{pirit of 


* 


God can make it, It is near. thirty years fince the Lord made it 
- fure to me; and fince that time, 1 was never out of an affurance 


+d 


of my interefl in Chrift, nor long out of his prefence. It is lon 
fi 


4 fometipies 


‘ 


' fince I could have veninred on eternity, through the boundlels~ 
mercy of God and the infinite merits of Chrift. . It is true, death 


F 
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fometimes appeared fomewhat terrible, but now that is taken away, » 
and death is no more to me, than to caft myfelf into the arms ¢ 
my heavenly Redeemer. I have been, in my public miniftry, 
chiefly concerned in the great and leading truths of the Gofpel. 
And O that all the minifters in Scotland had taken the fame me- 
thod, then had there been fewer apoftacies. My foul trembles to 
think how little Regeneration-work there is among the minifters 
and Profeffors in Scotland. O the minifters of Scotland! 
how have they betrayed the intereft of Chrift, and deceived the © 
fouls of the people! They have fold the things of Chrift, and the 
liberties of his church, for a fhort and curfed quiet, which is now 
near an end. As to our profeffors, my counfel to them is, that 
they would look well to their own regeneration ; for I fear, the 
far greater part of them have got that work fill to begin. Iam 
fully perfuaded, that this is the very Way for which I fuffer; and 
that the Lord will return glorioufly to Scotland ; but it will be 
terrifying to many. Therefore, I intreat you, be not difcouraged 
at the way of Chrift, and the caufe for which I am to lay down 
my life and ftep into eternity, where my foul fhall be as full of 
God as I can defire itto be. This is the fweeteft and the mof 
glorious day that ever my eyes beheld. Our enemies are now 
enraged againft the way and the people of God, but ere lon A 
they will be enraged one againft another to their own confufion.’ 
Here the drums beat a third time. Then fetting his foot on 
the ladder, he faid, ‘* The Lord knows, that I go up this ladder 
with lefs fear and perturbation of mind, than ever I entered the 
pulpit to preach. J am now near the gaining of my crown, which 
is made fure, for which I blefs the Lord, and defire all of you to 
blefs him, that he hath brought me here, and hath made’ me to 
triumph over devils, wicked men, and fin. They fhall wound me 
no more. I forgive all men the wrongs of which they have done 
me; and I pray that all the Sufferers may be kept from fin, and 
helped to know their duty.” Then having prayed a little pri- 
vately, he lifted up the napkin and faid, “ Farewell, all relations 
“ and friends in Chrift: Farewell, acquaintances, and all earthly 
“ enjoyments : Farewell, reading and preaching, praying and be. 
“ lieving, wanderings, reproach, and fufferings: Welcome— 
“ Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft: Into thy hands, 1 commit my 
“ fpirit.” Then he prayed a little, and the executioner turned 
him off while he was praying ; and thus he finifhed his courfe and 
the miniftry which he had received of the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
* Sir Robert Hamilton gave Mr. Cargil the following charaGler,. 
* He was affectionate, affable, and tender-hearted to all fuch as he 
, thought had any thing of the image of God in them; fober and- 
temperate in his diet, often faying, “ that is well faved, which “is 
faved from the flefh.” He was generous, liberal, and very charita- 
ble to the poor, a great hater of covetoufnefs, a frequent vifitor of 
the fick, much ‘alone, loving to be retired; but when about hiss 
Gd : public work, laying hold of evyry opportunity ran 
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“In cortverfation conftantly dropping what might minifter grace to 
the hearers. Preaching in feafon and out of feafon, at all hazards, 
ever the fame in judgment and in praétice. From his youth, he 
was much engaged in fecret prayer, for whole nights together; in 
the performance of which, both in fecret and in families, he ala 
ways kneeled quite upright, with his hands lifted up to heaven ; 
and in this pofture he died with the rope about his neck.” 

Thus died this faithful feryant of God, who had he lived in 
better times might have been wonderfully ufeful in his hand for 
for many years longer. How myfterious are the ways of the Lord, 
when fucha man is fuffered to die fuch a death ? And what abund- 
ant reafon have we to praife God for the privileges we enjoy? May 
he alfo give us grace duly to improve them to his'glory and our 
own eternal good. So prays your affe€tionate Friend and Brother, 


J. PAWSON. 
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[ Continued from page 336. ] 
AY 24. Frefh breezes fouth-eaftetly, and fine weather. The wea- 
7 : 


ther was now ferene, but unhappily we found ourfelves unable to 
bear the fun’s heat ; many of us fuffering a languor and faintnefs, which 
made life indifferent. We were, however, fo forturiate as to catch two 
boobies to-day; their {tomachs contained feveral flying-fifh and fmall 
cuttlefifh, -all of which I faved to be divided for dinner. We paffed 
much drift wood, and faw many birds; I therefore did not hefitate to 
pronounce that we were near the reefs of New Holland, and affur- 
ed every one I would. make the coaft without delay, in the paradlel 
we were in, and range the reef till I found an opening, through which 
we might get into fmooth water, and pick up fome fupplies. From 
“my recolle€tion of Captain Cook’s furvey of this coaft, I confidered 
‘the direftion of it to be N W, and I was therefore fatished that, with 
‘the wind to the fouthward of E, I could always clear any dangerss 
After writing my account, I divided the two birds with their entrails, 
and the contents of their maws, into 18 portions, and, as the prize 
was a very valuable one, it was divided as before, by calling out, “ Who’ 
fhall have this?” fo that to-day, with the allowance of a 25th of a 
pound of bread at breakfaft, and another at dinner, with the propors - 
‘tion of water, I was happy to fee that every perfon thought he had 
fealted. ‘ | 
_ May 28. .Frefh breezes and fair weather; _In the evening we faw 
‘a gafinet ; and the clouds remained {fo fixed in the weft, that I had lit- 
tle doubt of our being near to New Holland; and every perfon, after ’ 
taking his allowance of water for fupper, began to divert himfelf with 
converfing ‘on the probability of what we fhould find. At one m 
the morning the perlon at the helm heard the found of breakers, and I~ 
o fooner liffed up my head, than I faw them clofe under our lee, not, 
Vou, XIX, Auguit, 1796. - @ dy mre. 
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more than a quarter of a mile diftant from us. I immediately hauled © 
on a wind to the N N E, and in ten minutes time we could neither fee 
nor hear them. I have already mentioned my reafon for making 
New Holland fo far to the fouthward ; for I never doubted of nu- 
merous openings in the reef, through which I could have accefs to the 
fhore : and, knowing the inclination of the coaft to be to the N W, and 
the wind moftly to the fouthward of E, 1 could with eafe range fuch a 
barrier of reefs till I fhould finda paflage, which now became abfo- 
lutely neceflary, without a moment’s lofs of time, The idea of getting 
into fmooth water, and finding refrefhments, kept my people’s fpirits 
up: their joy was very great after we had got clear of the breakers, to 
which we had been much nearer than I thought was poflible to be be- 
fore we faw them, : 

In the morning, at day-light, I bore away again for the reefs, and 
faw them by nine o’clock. ‘The fea broke furioufly over every part, 
and I had no fooner got near to them, than the wind came at E, fo 
that we could only lie along the line of the breakers, within which we 
faw the water fo {mooth, that every perfon already anticipated the heart- 
felt fatisfa€tion he would receive, as foon as we could get within them. 
But I now found we were embayed, for I could not le clear with my 
fails, the wind having backed againft us, and the fea fet in fo heavy to- 
wards the reef that our fituation was become dangerous. We could 

_ effe& byt little with the oars, having {earce ftrength to pull them ;.and 
it was becoming every minute more and more probable that we fheuld 
be obliged to attempt pufhing over the reef, in cafe we could not pull 
off, Even this I did not defpair of effecting with fuccels, when hap- 
pily we difcovered a break in the reef, about one mile from us, and at 
the fame time an ifland of a moderate height within it, nearly in the 
fame direttion, bearing W4N. I entered the paflage with a ftrong 
{tream running to the weftward, and found it about a quarter. of. a mile 
broad, with every appearance of deep water. - 

On the outfide, the reef inclined to the NE for a few miles, and. 
from, thence to the N W ; on the fouth fide of the entrance, it inclined, 
to the SSW as far as I could fee it; and I conjefture that a fimilar 


a F 


paflage to this which we now entered, may be found near the breakers, 


that I firft difcovered, which are 23 miles S of this channel. ‘Being 
now happily within the reefs, and in {fmogth water, I endeavoured to 
keep near them to try for fith; but the tide fet us to the NW; EF 
therefore bore away in that direftion, and, having promifed to land on 
the firft convenient fpot we could find, all our paft hardthips feemed, 
already to be forgotten. | We. now returned God thanks for his gra- 
cious protection, and with much content took our miferable allowance’ 
of a2sth of a pound of bread, and a quarter of a pint of water, for 
dinner. oad : 9 oe 
May. 29. Moderate breezes and fine weather, wind ES E. As we 
advanced within the reefs, the goaft began to fhew itfelf very diftinaly, 
with a variety of high and low land; fome parts of which were covers, 
ed with wood, Two iflands lay about four miles to the W by. N, and, 
appeared eligible for a refting-place, if nothing more ; but on MY aps 
proach to the firf I found it only a heap of ftones, and. its fize too, 
inconfiderable to fhelter the boat. I therefore proceeded to the next, 


Ww 
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which was elofe to it and towards the main. I now landed to examine 
if there were any figns of the natives being near us; but though I dif 
covered fome old fire-placts, I faw nothing to alarm me for our fitua- 
tion during the night. Every one was anxious to find fomething to eat, 
and I foon heard that there were oyfters on the rocks, for the tide was 
out ; but it was nearly dark, and only a few could be gathered. I de- 
termined therefore to wait till the morning, to know how to proceed, 
and I confented that one half of us fhould fleep on fhore, and the 
other in the boat. We would gladly have made a fire, but, as we 
ould not accomplifh it, we took our reft for the night, which happily 
was calm and undifturbed. 

Thedawn of day brought greater ftrength and {pirits to us than I 
expected; for, notwith{tanding every one was very weak, ‘there aps 
peared ftrength fufiicient remaining to make me conceive the moft fa- 
vourable hopes of our being able to furmount the difficulties we might 
yet have to encounter. “As foon as I faw that there were not any 
natives immediately near us; I fent our parties in fearch of fupplies, 
while others were putting the boat m order, that I might be ready to 
go to fea in cafe any unforefeen caufe might make it neceflary.. The 
firft objeé&t of this work, that demanded our attention, was the rudder? 
one of the gudgeons. had come out, in the courfe of the night, and 
was loft. This, if it had happened at fea, would probably have beert 
the caufe of our pernfhing, as the management of the boat could mot 
have been {fo nicely preferved as thefe very heavy feas required. I had 
often expreffed my fears of this accident, and, that we might be pre- 
pared for it, had taken the precaution to have grummets fixed on each 
quarter of the boat for oars; but even our utmoft readinef in ufing 
them, I fear, would not have faved us. It appears, therefore, a pro- 


all 


vidential circumftance, that it happened at this place, and was in our 
soc to remedy the defeét; for by great good luck we found a large 


ple in the boat that an{wered the purpofe. 
The parties were now returned, highly rejoiced at having found 
plenty of oyfters and frefh water. I alfo had made a fire, by help of 
a {mall magmifying glafs, that I always carried about me, to read off thé 
_divifions of my {fextants; and, what was ftill more fortunate, among 
the few things which had been: thrown into the boat and faved, was a 
piece of brimftone anda tinder-box, fo that I fecured fire for the fu- 
ture. One of my people had been fo provident as to bring away 
with him a copper pot : it was by being in poffeffion of this article that 
I was enabled to make a proper ufe of the fupply we found, for, with 
a mixture of.bread and a little pork, I made a ftew that might have 
been relifhed by people of more delicate appetites, of which each per- 
fon received a full pint. The general complaints of difeafe among 
ms, were a dizzinefs in the head, great weaknefs of the joints, and 
violent tenefmus; moft of us having had no evacuation by ftool fince 
“we left the fhip. I had conftantly a fevere pain at my ftomach ; but 


‘none of our complaints were alarming; on the contrary, every one - 


“retained marks of ftrength, that with a mind pofleffed of any fortitude, 
could bear more fatigue than I hoped we had to undergo in our voyage 
‘to Timor. 
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the fun, it being near noon, every one took his allotment of earthy 
fhaded by the bufhes, for a fhort fleep. The oyfters we found grew . 
fo faft to the rocks that it was with difficulty they could be broke: off, — 
and at laft we difcovered it to be the moft expeditious way to open them 
where they were found, They were very fizeable, and well tafted, 
and gave us great relief. To add to this happy circumftance, in the 
hollow of the land there grew, fome wire grafs, which indicated a 
moift fituation. On forcing a ftick, about three feet long, into the 
ground, we found water, and with little trouble dug a well, which 
produced as much as we were in need of. It was very good, but I 
could not determine if it was a fpring or not. I found evident figns 
of the natives reforting to this ifland; for, befides fire-places, I faw 
two miferable wigwams, having only -one fide loofely covered. We 
found a pointed ftick, about three feet long, with a flit in the end of 
it, to fling ftones with, the fame as the natives of Van Diemen’s land 
ufe. The track of fome animal was very difcernible, and Mr, Nelfon 
agreed with me that it was the Kanguroo; but how thefe animals can 
get from the main I know not, unlefs brought over by the natives to 
breed, that they may take them with more eafe, and render a fupply 
of food certain to them; as on the continent the catching of them may 
be precarious, or.attended with great trouble, in fo large an extent of 
country. 

The ifland may be about two miles in circuit 3 it is a high lump of 
rocks covered with wood; but the trees are {mall, the foil, which is 
very indifferent and fandy, being barely fufficient to produce thems 


_ The trees that came within our knowledge were the machineal and a 


{pecies of purow: allo fome palm-trees, the tops of which we cut 
down, and the foft interior. part or heart of them was fo palatable that 
it made a good addition to our mefs. Mr. Nelfon difcovered fome fern- 
roots, which I thought might be good roafted, as a fubftitute for bread, 
but it proved a very poor one: it however was very good-in its natu~ 
ral {tate to allay thirft, and on that account I direftedgdive 
be'colleéted to take into the boat. .Many pieces of 
and hufk were found about the fhore, but we could find 
trees, neither did I fee any like them on the mains 
. I had cautioned every one nat to touch any kitid of b 
that they might find; yet they were no fooner out: of my’ 
they began to make free with three different. kinds, that grew 
the ifland, eating without any referve. The fymptoms of havin 
too much, began at laft to frighten fome of them; but on queftioning 
others, who had taken a more moderate allowance, their minds-were a 
little quieted, The others, however, became equally alarmed im their 
turn, dreading that fuch fymptoms would come on, and that they were 
all poifoned, fo that they regarded each other with the ftrongeft marks 
of apprehenfion, uncertain what would be the iffue of their impru- 
dence. Happily the fruit proved wholefome and good. One fort grew 
ona fmall delicate kind of vine; they were the fize of a large goofe- 
berry, and very like in fubftance, but had only a fweet tafte; the fkin 
was @ pale red, f{treaked with yellow the long way of the fruits it was 
pleafant and agreeable. Another kind grew on bufhes, like that which 


‘w called the fea-fide grape in the Weft Indies, but the fruit was very 


different, 


* 
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 Gifferent, and more like elder-berries, growing in clufters in the fame 
manner. ‘The third fort was a black berry, not in fuch plenty as the 
others, and refembled a bullace, or large kind of floe, both in fize and 
tafte. Seeing thefe fruits eaten by the birds made me confider them fit 
for ufe, and thofe who had already tried the experiment, not finding. 
any bad effet, made it a certainty that we might eat of them without 
danger. Wild pigeons, parrots, and other birds, were about the 
fummit of the ifland, but, as I had no fire-arms, relief of that kind 
was not to be expetted, unlefs I met with fome unfrequented {pot where 
we might take them with our hands. 

The fhore of this ifland is very rocky, except the part we landed at, 
and here I picked up many pieces of ptfmice-ftone. On the part of 
the main next to us were feveral fandy bays, but at low-water they be-— 
came an extenfive rocky flat. The country had rather a barren appear- 
ance, except in a few places where it was covered with wood. I faw 
a few bees or wafps, feveral lizards, and the black-berry bufhes were 
full of ants nefts, webbed as-a {pider’s, but fo clofe and compaét as not 
to admit the rain. A trunk of a tree, about 50 feet long, lay on the 
beach ; from whence I conclude a heavy fea runs in here with the nor- 
therly winds. I named this Reftoration ifland; for I thought it pro- 
bable that captain Cook might not have taken notice of it. ; 

May go. Very fine weather, and ESS winds. This afternoon I 
fent parties out again to gather oyiters, with which and fome of the 
inner part of the palm-top, we made another good ftew for fupper, 
each perfon receiving a full pint and a half; but I refufed bread to this 
meal, for I confidered our wants might yet be very great, and as fuch’ 
I reprefented the neceflity of faving our principal {upport whenever it’ 
was in our power. At night we again divided, and one half of us flept 
on fhore by a good fire. In the morning I difcovered a vifible alterae 
tion in every one for the better, and I fent them away again to gather 
oyiters, I had now only two pounds of pork left. This article, which” 
I could not.keep under lock and key as I did the bread, had been pil. 
fered by Tome inconfiderate perfon, but every one moft folemnly de- 
nied it ; Jtherefore refolved to put it out of their power for the future, 

__ by fharing what remained for our dinner. While the party was out 
getting oyfters, I got the boat in readinefs for fea, and filled our veffels, 
which amounted to nearly 60 gallons. The party being returned, 
dinner was foon ready, and every one had as good an allowance as they 
had for fupper ; for with the pork I gave an allowance of bread; and 
I was determined forthwith to pufh on. As it was not yet noon, I 
told every one that an exertion fhould be made to gather as many oyfters 
as poflible for a fea ftore, as I was determined to fail in the afternoon. 

» May g1. Early in the afternoon, the people returned with the few 

__ oyfters they had time to pick up, and every thing was put into the beat. 
I then examined the quantity of bread remaining, and found 38 days 
allowance, according to the laft mode of iffuing a 25th of a pound at 

 breakfaft and at dinner. Being all ready for fea, I direfted every 

_ perfon-to attend prayers, and by four o’clock we were preparing to 

_ embark ; when twenty natives appeared, running and holloaing to us, 

a on the oppofite fhore. They: were armed with a {pear or lance, anda 

Short weapon which they carried in their left hand: they eae 


~ 


~ 


394 Captain Bricn’s Voyages 


for us to come to them. On the top of the hills we faw the heads of 


‘many more; whether thefe were their wives and children, or others 


who waited for our landing, until which they meant not to fhow them- 
felves, left we might be intimidated, I cannot fay; but, as I found we 
were difcovered to be on the coaft, I thought it prudent to make the 
belt of my way, for fear of canoes; though, from the accounts’ of 
captain Cook, the chance was that-there were very few or none of any 
confequence. I pafied thefe people as near as I could, which was with- 
in a quarter of a mile; they were naked, and apparently black, and 
their hair or wool bufhy and fhort. 

At day-break I was exceedingly furprifed to find the appearance of 
the country all changed, as if in the courfe of the night I had been 
tran{ported to another part 8f the world ; for we had now a miferable, 
low fandy coaft in view, with very little verdure, or any thing to in- 
dicate that it was at all habitable to a human being, if I except fome 
patches of {mall trees or brufh-wood. I had many {mall iflands in 
view to the NE, about fix miles diftant. Some_of thefe were very 
pretty fpots, covered with wood, and well fituated for fifhing : large 
fhoals of fifh were about us, but we could not catch any. As 1 was 
pafling this ftrait we faw another party of Indians, feven in number, 
running towards us, fhouting and making figns for usto land. Some 
of them waved green branches of the bufhes which were near them, as 
a fign of friendihip; but there were fome of their other motions lefs 
frendly.. A larger party we faw a little farther off, and coming to- 
wards us. I therefore determmed not to land, though I wifhed much, _ 
to have fome intercourfe with thefe people; for which purpofe I beck- 


‘oned to them to come near me, and laid the boat clofe to the rocks ¥ 


but not one would come within 200 yards of us. They were armed, 
in the fame inanner as thofe I had feen before, were ftark naked, and 
appeared to be jet black, with fhort bufhy hair or wool, and in every. 
refpett the fame people. An ifland of good height now bore N iW, 
four miles from us, at which I refolved to fee what could be gat, and . 
from thence to take a look at the coaft. At this ifle I landed about 
eight o’elock in the mornmg, The fhore was rocky, with fome fandy 
beaches within the rocks: the water, however, was {mooth, and I 
landed without difficulty. I fent two parties out, one to the northward, 
and the other to the fouthward, to feek for fupplies, and others I ore 
dered to ftay by the boat. On this occafion their fatigue and weaknefs 
fo far got the-better of their fenfe of duty, that fome of them began to 
mutter who had done moft, and declared they would rather be without 
their dinner than go in fearch of it. One perfon, in particular, went 
fo far as to tell.me, with a mutinous look, he was as good a man, 
asmyfelf, It was not poffible for me to judge where this might have 
an end, if not {topped in time: I therefore determined to ftrike a final 
blow at it, and either to preferve my command, or die in the attempt £ 
and, feizing a cutlafs, I ordered him to take hold of another and defend, 
himfelf; on which he called out I was going to kill him, and began ta 
make conceflions. I did not allow this to interfere further with the hare 
mony of the boat’s crew, and every thing foon became quiet. 

The parties continued. colle&ting what could be found, which con- 
fifted o fome fine oyfters and clams, and a few fmall dog-fifh that were 
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_ caught in the holes of the rocks. We alfo found about two tons of 
~ rain-water in the hollow of the rocks, fo that of this effential article 
we were again fo happy as not to be in want, At noon the parties 
were all returned, but had found difficulty in gathering the oy ters, 
from their clofe adherence to the rock s, and the clams were {earce : 
I therefore faw, that it would be of little ufe to remain longer in this 
place, as we fhould not be able to colleét more than we could eat ; nor 
could any tolerable fea-{tore be expetted, unle{s we fell in with a greater 
lenty. 
E June 1. In the afternoon, we dined; each perfon having a full pint 
and a half of ftewed oyfters and clams, thickened with {mall beans, 
which Mr. Nelfon informed us were a {pecies of Dolichos, Having 
eaten heartily, and taken the water we were in want of, I failed for 
a key which I had feen in the NW by N, giving the name of Sun- 
day ifland to the place I left: we arrived juft at dark, but found it fo 
furrounded by a reef of rocks, that I could not land without danger of 
ftaving the boat ; and on that account I came toa grapnel for the nights 
At dawn of day we got on fhore, and tracked the boat into fhelter . 
for the wind blowing frefh without, and the ground being rocky, §. 
was afraid to truft her at a grapnel, left fhe might be blown to fea: [| 
‘was, therefore, obliged to let her ground in the courfe of the ebb. F rom 
appearances, I expected that if we remained till night we fhould meet 
with turtle, as we had already difcovered recent tracks of them.’ In-- 
numerable birds of the noddy kind made this ifland their refting-place ; 
fo that I had reafon to flatter mylelf with hopes of getting fupplies in 
greater abundance than it had hitherto been in my power. ‘The fituas 
tion was at leaft four leagues diftant from the main. We were on the 
north-wefternmoft of four fmall keys, which were furrounded bya - 
reef of rocks connefted by fand-banks, except between the two north- 
ernmoft ; and there likewile it was dry at low water ; the whole form 
ing a lagoon ifland, into which the tide flowed, at this entrance I kept 
the boat. As ufual, I fent parties away in fearch of fupplies, but to 
our great difappointment, we could only get a few clams and fome dos 
lichos: with thefe, and the oyfters we had brought from Sunday Ifland, _ 
made upa mefs for dinner, with an addition of a {mall quantity of - 
bread. . 

_ Towards neop, Mr, Nelfon, and his party, who had been to the 
eafternmoft key, returned ; but himéelf in fuch a weak condition, that 
he was obliged to be fupported by two men. His complaint was # 
violent heat in his bowels, a lofs of fight, much drought, and an inabi«. 
lity to walk. This I found was occafioned by his being unable to fup- 

ort the heat of the fun, and that, when he was fatigued and faint,, 
tnftead of retiring into the fhade to reft, he had continued to do more 

_ than his ftrength was equal to. It was a great fatisfa€tion to me to find, 

that he had no fever ; and it was now that the little wine, which Ivhad 

fo carefully faved, became of real ufe.. 1 gave it in very {mall quantities, 
with fome fimall pieces of bread ioaked in it ; and, having se off 

“his cloaths, and laid him under fome fhady bufhes, he began td recovers. 

The boatfwain and carpenter allo were ill, and complained of head-ach, 

-and ficknefs of the ftomach3; others, who had not had any evacuation. . 

became fhockingly diftrefled with the tenefmus ; fo that there eee but. 
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few without complaints. An idea now: prevailed, that their illnefs was 
occafioned by eating the dolichos, and fome were fo much alarmed that 
they thought themielves poifoned. Mytelf, however, and fome others 
who had eaten of them, were yet very well; but the truth was, that 


all thofe who were complaining, except Mr. Nelfon, had gorged thems 
felves with a large quantity of raw beans, and Mr. Nelfon informed 


me, that they were conftantly teazing him, whenever aberry was found, | 


to know if it was good to eat ; fo that it would not have been {urprizing 
if many of them had been really poifoned. 

Our dinner was not fo well relifhed as at Sunday Ifland, becaufe we 
had mixed the dolichos with our ftew. The oyfters and foup, however 
were eaten by every one, except Mr. Nelfon, whom I fed with a few 
{mall pieces of bread foaked in half a glafs of wine, and he continued 
to mend. -In my walk round the ifland, I found feveral cocoa-nut 
fhells, the remains of an old wigwam, and the backs of two turtles, but 
no fign of any quadruped, One of my people found three fea-fowl’s 
eggs. As is common on fuch fpots, the foil is little other than fand, 
yet it produced fmall toa-trees, and fome others, that we were not ac- 
quainted with. There were fifh in the lagoon, but we could not catch 

any. As our wants, therefore, were not likely to be fupplied here, 
not even with water for our daily expence, I determined to {fail in the 
morning, after trying our fueceis in the night for turtle and birds. A 
quiet night’s reft alfo I conceived would be. of effential fervice to 
thofe who were unwell. From the wigwam and the turtle-fliell being 
found, it is certain that the natives fometimes refort to this place, and 
have canoes:. but I did not apprehend that we ran any rifk by re» 
maining here. I directed our fire, however, to be made in the thicket, 
that we might not be difcovered in,the night. “am 
Reft was now fo much wanted, that the afternoon wes advantageoufly 
. {pent in fleep. There were, however, a few not difpofed to it, and 
thofe I eniployed in dreffing fome clams to take with us for the next 
day’s dinner ; othets we cut up in flices to dry, which I knew was the 
moft valuable fupply we could find here, But, contrary to our ex. 
peétation, they were very fcarce. Towards evening, I cautioned. every 
‘one againft making too large a fire, or fuffering it after dark to blaze 
up. Mr. Samuel and Mr. Peckover had the fuperintendence of this 
bufinefs, while I was {trolling about the beach to obferve if I thought 
it could be feen from the main. I was juft fatisfied that it could not, 
when on a fudden the ifland appeared all in a blaze, that might have 
been feen at a much more confiderable diftance. I ran to learn the 
caufe, and’ found it was occafioned by the imprudence and obftinacy 
of one of the party, who, in my abfence, had infifted on having a 
fire to himfelf; in_ making which the flames caught the neighbour- 
ing grafs and rapidly {pread. This mifcondu& might have produced 
very ferious con{fequences, by difcovering our fituation to the natives 3 
for, if they had attacked us, -we muft inevitably have fallen a facris 
fice, as we had neither arms nor ftrength to oppofe an enemy. Thus 
the relief which I expetted from a little fleep was totally loft, and 
I anxioufly waited for the flowing of the tide, that we might pros 
. ceed to fea. . . 


To be continued. } oils Seth Sentied 
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Tue EXPERIENCE or Mr. SPOONER. 
. [ Concluded from page 342. | , 
“AFTER this the informers difturbed our worfhip but once, 

when they kept filence till prayer was ended. Then one of 
them, in a confident manner, began to caft feveral fevere re- 
fleétions ; to which I was helped to reply. A fhort debate paffed 
between us, on which they feemed athamed, and im a confufed 
manner they all quitted-the place. From which time our mectings 
Were not interrupted. 

Perceiving they had got nothing by coming thus among us, and 

knowing that we had already forfeited as much, or more, than 
fome of our perfonal eftates were worth, they had recourfe to 
their main defign, which was to ftrip us of our outward fub- 
ftance, in order to enrich themfelves. Accordingly they went 
again to the juftices at their next meeting, and laid a frefh ins 
formation, by which means they obtained warrants for one huns 
_ dred pounds, fixty of which were laid upon me. __Befides which, 
’ feveral other warrants were iffued out for leffer fines. 
’ Information thus given, and the warrants produced, occafioned 
no {mall confternation in the neighbourhood. "Nothing but utter 
ruin was now expected, unlefs the courfe of law was ftopped, or 
my goods fecured. My neighbours difcovered great concern, 
both for my perfon and family: Several, who were no way re-= 
lated to me, were greatly afflif&ed, infomuch that it broke their 
natural reft: Thefe blamed me at the fame time for endangering 
my perfon and property, by continuing to keep open meetings, 
and refufing their counfel, which was to get my goods fecured : 
And fome of my dear chriftian friends were alfo ready to join in 
with them, chiding me for my rafh unreafonable conduét, and 
telling me, that they could diref&t me to more fafe, yet lawful 
methods. And, to fay the truth, when it came to the trial, I 
had enough to do to filence the bold reafonings of my own flefh 
and blood. 

Amidft the hurry and confufion of my mind, under thefe cir- 
cumftances, I Soalastty fought the Lord, for wifdom and pru- 
dence to dire& my: affairs : eine I might take efpecial heed of 
rath proceedings, knowing that he that believeth mult’ not, in 
ithefe cafes, make hafte. I had alfo fome paflages of Scripture 
rongly impreffed on my {pirit; from whence I firmly believed 
that the Lord would fo bridle mine enemies, that they fhould not 
_ have their full defigns againft me; particularly Ha. XXXVI. We 
—* T will put my hook in thy nofe, and my bridle in thy lips, and 

I will turn thee back by the way by which thou cameit.” Such 
fupport.and comfort thefe words afforded; that amidft all my fors 
rows I was ready to fing for joy, ’ 
“When God fupports, who then caft us dewn? 
His {miles are life, but death attends his frown. 


“Vor. XIX. Auguft 1796, = When” 
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When the officers came to execute the warrant, I fuffered them 
to enter my houfe without the leaft oppofition ; and when I read 
it, I fpoke to this purpofe, that 1 had done nothing to deferve 
fuch a feizure, yet, forafmuch as I made confcience not to con- 
form, or fubmit to the laws I lived under, I would quietly bear 
what God fhould permit them todo. I confefs this was trying to 
me, who had always lived in great plenty of outward things, and 
who had relations of fome account in the world, to fee myfelf 
ftript of all my goods at once, which I had honeftly provided, 
having at the fame time a family of {mall children about me: 
my neighbours alfo difcovered great concern upon this occafion 5 
but efpecially my wife, poor heart, burft into tears, to think that 
her houfe fhould be plundered, and all her goods feized and fold 
in her fight; yet, after a while, fhe recovered herfelf, faying, 
that if it was the will of the Lord it fhould be fo; fhedefired to 
fubmit. ; 

My goods being thus feized, and an inventory taken, the officers _ 
gave us a firi& charge, that nothing fhould be removed; they 
cried them the next market-day, at Litchfield, my. wife was pre- 
fent at the time; ‘all forts of cattle, hay, and houfehold goods, 
to be fold very cheap, &c.” When they were at firft proclaimed, 
feveral ill-minded perfons began to covet them, and offered to 
buy ; but, as God would have it, a terror foon fell on the minds 
of moft, and the people in general fo difcouraged one another, 
that not a fingle perfon appeared at the fale. 

This enraged my adverfaries fo much the more, and put them 
upon driving all my cattle that were fit for the market, to Litch- 
field, which was about a mile diftance. It was with great diffi- 
culty they» forced them out of the field, and when they brought 
them to market, no man would buy them ; after which they drove 
them to another market, but fold them not there. * 

Finding their hopes thus fruftrated, they obtained leave of the 
juftices to fetch my goods to Litchfield, and there fell them at 
their leifure, urging the fhame and difgrace they fhould fall under 
in cafe they were not fold, and that Lawrence Spooner himfelf 
would laugh in their faces, Accordingly two of them came te 
my houfe, and giving me very lofty language, began to rifle the 
rooms, demanding the keys of the chefts and coffers, which my 
wife, with fome reluétance, delivered, to prevent their being 
broken in pieces. But when they had got poffefficu of my ef- 
fefts, they could not hire waggons to carry them away, though 
they proffered double the price of carriage; at laft indeed they 
procured two teams, which were very weak, and the ways being 
then bad, they were for fome time by that means hindered ; then 
they importuned a neighbour, who was no friend to Diffenters, to 
come over his ground, but prevailed not. Thus Providence pres 


* At lafl it pleafed God to permit the bailiff of the hundred to purchafe them, 
(hee. vented 
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vented their defigns, till thofe men with whom they had agreed, 
sefufed carrying the goods at any rate. 

Notwithftanding all thefe difficulties, they hoped, ere long, 
without fail to compafs their end: in the mean while they drank 
exceeding hard: and one of them faid, in the hearing of a perfon 
of credit, Come fill us a thoufand jugs, we will have them all 
paid for, and boldly fang, “ One hundred pounds will buy a 
foul from hell, &c.’” My friends replied, it wis bel no to drink 
too hard, for they might not be able to accomplith their defigns. 
He anfwered, although they had received no money as yet, they 
fhould hereafter ; adding, that the king would place a loyal fub- 
je& in my houfe fhortly, and then afked what would I do?” 

But I defire with awful reverence to mention the following 
circumftance: This fame perfon, either by exceffive drinking, 
or, as fome have thought, by afecret ftroke from God, declined 
by little and little, drooping away, and foon died. Before he 
died, he was {mitten with a wounded confcience, and almoft in 
_ his laft words faid, “* God forgive me; I have greatly injured 
thofe I have informed againft, which troubles me more than an 
thing I have ever done in my life ;” bidding thofe prefent to mar 
his fetter-on, faying, that divine vengeance would certainly fol- 
low him, and much more to the fame purpofe: this being noifed 
abroad, it greatly daunted fome daring finners, and fo awed the 
minds of all, that none durft buy any fort of goods belonging to 
me, nor come to fetch any thing out of my houle. 

_ The informers growing quite weary of this way of ftriving, 
fome of the juftices took me in hand, and were fully determined 
to have the warrant executed, efpecially as they had met with fo 
much trouble in this affair, and I had never in perfon, or by others, 
fought any favor from them; my charaéter, as an honeft man, 
was alone in my favor; notwithftanding which, when they had 
heard that we ftill kept our meetings as ufual, they threatened the 
conftable, and at laft I was fummoned before them. aKa : 
- The next morning I fet forth, attended by a chriftian friend ; 
and as we rode along, {pake to my companion as follows : “ Could 
we now fee the heavens open, and God Almighty as fitting on a 
throne, governing all the world, and holding bath men and devils 
in chains, faying to them, as to the fea,» Hitherto fhall ye go 
and no further, and here fhall your proud waves be ftayed,” how 
fearlefs fhould we be to-day of thofe perfons before whom we are 
oing to ftand! Adding moreover, that although fenfe could not 
ee this, yet faith difcerned it. And, through grace, of this 
truth we had a moft convincing evidence ; for when we came 
to the place, the conftable prefented the warrant, faying, that I 
was there. Upon which the juftices, after confulting together, 
returned this anfwer, that he might take me home again, for they 
 defired not to fee me. ies ‘ ; 
I returned with great admiration; And that very evening the 


i inted # meet, in order to take their leave of me 
en meee H 3 expetting é 
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expeéting it would be a night of forrow, and that I fhould be 
fent to prifon the next morning. But the Lord made it a feafon 
of great comfort and joy, not only as I was fo wonderfully Tes 
ftored, but alfo in fending a precious fervant of his providentially 
among us, who preached that night from Jer. ix. 7. “ There- 
fore thus faith the Lord, Behold, I’ will melt them, and try them, 
for how fhall 1 do for the daughter of my people?” He fpake 
fo affeGtionately and’ powerfully from the words, fhewing’God’s 
gracious ends and defigns in trying his people’s faith and patience, 
that it greatly affeéted us all. 

After thefe things had paffed, my enemies, knew not what 
courfe to take, in order to hinder our meetings, and to revenge 
themfelves on my perfon or goods. They were like men tied 
hand and foot, and ‘could do mé ‘no more mifchief; ‘therefore 
from this time, through mercy, we had reft: and fo remarkable 
was the providence of God, that my adverfaries themfelves met 
with abundance of trouble throughout the whole of this profe- 
cution. The chief informer complained he loft by me; the con- 
ftable was charged with being bribed from a due execution of the 
warrants; and the juftices were wearied in about two years per- 
plexity in this affair. So that I may fay with the Plalmift, “In 
the net which they hid is their own foot taken; the’ Lord is 
known ‘by the judgment which he executeth; the wicked 18 
{nared in the works of his own hands,” Pfalm ix. 15, 16. 

At laft Charles II. died, which put a ftop to fufferings for the . 
prefent, and although after two years they were revived, and I 
endured many hard things for dotihctenc fake; yet after all the 
ftorms were over, and my enemies had done their utmoft,.I 
think I loft not, from firft to laft, above thirty pounds, for which 
J had fo large a crop of experience, that I have the greateft reafon 
to forgive them, and do heartily pray that God would not lay their 
fin to their charge, Moft gladly would I ferve the worft of. my 
enemies, efpecially in what concerns’ their fouls: This I find to 
be the very life of Chrift, who always went about doing good. 
And the perfeétions of the glorious Deity, perhaps, are not imi- 
table in any thing more than this; for “ he caufeth his fumto _ 
fhine on the evil and the good, and fendeth rain on the joft and 
‘on the unjuft,” Matt. v. 45. Ree et 

In the midft of my trials I had many precious promifes and 
fecret fupports and comforts from above, that ftrangers inter- 
meddle not with ; infomuch that I durft not have exchanged my 
condition with the greateft men in the world, who lived at eafe, 
and were free from fufferings. And as I had the promifes to ftay 
and fupport me all along, fo I have fince feen them fulfilled ina 
way I the leaft expeéted; I mean, in the Lord’s blefling me 
abundantly with all forts of temporal bleflings, fo that what 1 loft 
is more than made up. My cup is not only full, but it runneth 
over. 1 have found fuch a manifeft difference in my temporal 
eftate, that it dogs not feem to be the fame inheritance, but one 


far 


On being Well-difpofed. AOL 


far'more large and fruitful, I have enough, and enough of all 


kinds of earthly comfo:ts, and perhaps fomething confiderable to 
fpare, notwithftanding my yearly expence; I mean, fomethin 


¢ 


‘wherewith I can fhew kindnefs to the Lord’s minifters, and his 
| poor people. 


‘In fhort, my mind fince thefe exercifes has been more calm 
comfortable, and compofed, and I have had Chrift Jefus my Sat 
viour more conftantly in my heart and eye than fore; fo 
that I have come out of this wildernefs leaning u 1im, who, 
I hope and truft, will ftill guard and defend me from men and 
devils, and at laft prefent me without fault before his Father, with 
exceeding joy. LAWRENCE SPOONER. 


and wasenot only an exemplary chriftian, but an ufeful er, 
much. known and valued in thofe parts... He died and was buried 
at Curburow, near Litchfield, where he was born, and in which 


This excellent man lived feveral years after his oe 


place he had always dwelt. 


PAPP PPPS PP LIP LID 
THOUGHTS on BEING WELL-DISPOSED, 


HEREVER the genuine Gofpel of Chrift has been faith- 

fully preached for any confiderable time, we may expe€t 

to find fome lively witneffes of its being the power of Gop unto 

falvation. In moft of thefe places likewife, we may look, with- 

out difappointment, for a number of defpifers and fcoffers at ‘real 

godlinefs, who fet at nought all thofe that embrace the Truth as it 

is in Jefus. Thefe feldom hear the Word of Life, except to op- 

ofe and mock at {piritual worfhippers, and carry away fomething, 

if poffible, to furnifh them and their companions in folly, with 
matter of laughter and ridicule. 

But there are others, and in general not a few, of a very dif- 
ferent chara¢ter, who attend the preaching of the Word, efpe- 
cially ona Sunday; approve of what they hear, refpeét religious 
perfons, and are ready to affift the faithful fervants of God in 
fpreading the glad Tidings of falvation, They will occafionally 
mix in religious company, join in converfation on divine things, 
and unite in the exercifes of prayer and praife. From thefe and 
other bopeful appearances, they have been denominated WELL- 
DISPOSED PERSONS. é 
- It certainly becomes thofe who love the Lord Jefus in fincerity, 
to hope the beft of every perfon, and efpecially where there is any 
appearance of a ferious enquiry after Truth: And furely the 
Grace of God, where it is experienced in‘its life and power, will 
lead to this temper of mind. Yet it may ‘be proper to afk, are 
thefe WeLL-DISPOSED Persons, difpofed to part with all their 
fins, even thofe which moft eafily befet them? Are they willing 
to cut off their right hand fin, and pluck out that whic Toe to 
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be as vfeful to them in bufinefs as a right eye? Are they at alf 


ifpofed to relinquifh unprofitable conneétions, and fafhionable 
pets fo far a they ae inconfiftent with the Spirit, of the 
Gofpel? Are they difpofed to deny themfelves, and take up their 
crofs ; to come out from amongft the ungodly, to fuffer reproach 
for him who fuffered death for them? Even the ignominious 
death of the crofs? Are they willing to be faved by Chrift alone, 
without mixing any of their own performances with the merit of 
his death?” Are they at all feelingly fenfible of their guilt and 
mifery, their feiplefinels and danger, while unconverted to God ? 
Are they open to convidtion, willing to know their real fate ; to 
have their paft offences, whether of commiflion, ar omiflion, 
brought home to their confciences? Their pride, anger, inordi- 
nate affeGion, felf-will, with all the depths of their depravity 
laid open to their view; to be informed that their inward parts are 
very wickednefs, and that all their works of sighteoufnefs are but 
as a filthy garment ? ; 

Whatever of thefe may be found in a few of thofe who are 
thus called, it is but too evident, that moft of them are utter 
ftrangers to a lively hope of-everlafting glory. They can attend 
the church, the chapel, or meeting, on a Sunday, and the feftive 
board, the fplendid ball, or the enchanting theatre, the reft of the 
week ; they can be ftrongly urged by Scripture arguments to pray 
in their families, and their clofets, and yet never be found in the 

ra€tice of either; they can fit and hear with apparent appro- 
ie the miniflers of Chrift, declare from divine authority that 
unlefs they repent they muft perifh, that except they be born 
again, they cannot fee the kingdom of God, and yet never make 
the ferious enquiry, “ Am 1 born again? Have] repented of my 
fins? What will become of me when I die ?” 


** Shall I my everlafting days. 
With Fiends or Angels fpend:? * 


Some indeed of thefe WELL-DisPosED Psrsons, fo called, 

abftain from public amufements and. grofs immoralities in theis 
conduét, yet are they altogether immerfed in worldly cares and 
fenfual faa they are eagerly grafping at unfatis!ying wealth, 
momentary honours, or the gratification of unfanétified difpoe 
fitions, They can indulge in childifh vanities, trifling conver- 
fation, or unchriftian cenforioufnefs of abfent perfons. Unholy 
tempers ftill reign in their hearts: they cannot bear to be de- 
fpifed, to be thought little of by others ; they are impatient of 
contradi€tion from men, and under the chaftening of the Al- 
mighty. They are not meek in bearing injuries, in forbearing to 
retaliate, or in a readinefs to forgive an offender, 

They are not influenced by religious motives, nor a&t from a 
gemins principle. The glory of God is not their aim, buta 


air, reputation amongft men. They would with to be thought 


religious, though utter ftrangers to the Faith which worketh by 
i Lave, 
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Love, and unites the foul to the Saviour, asa branch in the vine; 
to be devout, though entirely deftitute of the holy flame of de. 
votion, _  Thefe faints of the world, may eafily gain, and keep 
in friendfhip with it; for the world will love its own: The 
cannot be expeéted to fuffer for righteoufnefs fake, while they ~ 
have no evangelical righteoufnefs to fuffer for. Their names ill 
not be caft out as evil, becaufe, Herodian-like, an readily 
fall in with the different cuftoms and tempers of the various com- 
panies in which they mix, and make their all of iio fbr 
Nient to their fecular interefts, . 

But if thefe obfervations be fupported by faéts, is not the ftate 
of thefe WELL-pisposeD Persons truly awful? Drunkards, 
prophane fwearers, fabbath-breakers, &c. have no plea; they 
know themfelves to be in the way to damnation; if ramened 
with in their calmer moments, they will generally acknowledge, 
that they have no hope of Glvation, without true repentance and 
free pardon through Chrift: But thefe conftant hearers of divine 

» Truth, are in a manner gofpel-hardened. Their comparative 

oodnefs has filenced an upbraiding confcience, till that monitor 
is become dumb, or feared like flefh with an hot iron. By this 
: lage form of godlinefs, pharifaic pride is nourifhed, the ens 
ity of the carnal mind confirmed in its dominion, and the alie- 
mation of the foul from God increafed daily. Their mifery is 
approaching with unfufpeéied rapidity, the {ftorms of juft wrath 
will foon defcend, and hurry thefe fleepers, (if they continue in 
their prefent infenfibility,) into outer darknefs, where there is 
weeping and gnafhing of ‘teeth. 
wa ¥ not then every Minifter of the Gofpel, frequently and 
faithfully, to addrefs himfelf in the plaineft manner poffible to 
fuch perfons? Should he not fiudioufly avoid every flattering 
epithet, particularly that of being WELi-pisposeD; and faith. 
fully affure them, that their fuppofed righteoufnefs will not cover 
them, (Ifaiah lix. 6;) nor their comparative goodiefs fcreen them 
from the dreadful fentence of —* / know you not! Depart from 
we,” Matt. vii. 23, Is it not incumbent alfo, on every lover of 
Chrift, to endeavour by all poffible means to refcue thefe fouls 
from their awful lumber ? Should not the followers of Chrift 
themfelves guard againft deception, by taking appearances for 
realities, civil refpeét for Chriftian Love, and {uperficial morality 
for Bible Chriftianity ? If they miftake here, they may, though 
undefignedly, help to increafe their prefent infenfibility, and 
thicken the veil of darknefs that is now upon their minds. ; 

I will not prefume to fay what means will fucceed beft in this 
chriftian attempt; perhaps they may vary according to education, 
cuftom,. circumftances, and difpofition of mind: Some of thefe 

_are of an open temper, and not eafily offended: others may, on 
fecing the leaft impropriety in the manner of thofe who labour 
for their good, refent what is ae in the mode, and thereby 
defeat the defign, However, I will fugggit one thing as sae 
; fe) 
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to leave them at leaft without excufe, if not to gain them over to 
ferious refle€tion and clofe examination; viz. a private interview, 
wherein they may be faithfully told of their flate and danger, 
be affeétionately reafoned with on the importance of eternal 
things, and ftrongly urged to a diligent fearching of the Scrip- 
tures, and prayer to the Lord for. an underftanding in divine things. 

here this cannot be obtained, and circumftances will admit of 
it Congifentiy Wath chriftian prudence, a friendly epiftle may be 
fent, or a book like Alleine’s Alarm, or Fletcher's Appeal to Com- 
mon Senje, &c. might be put into their hands, with a requeft to 
give it-an attentive reading. . If fuch fteps were judicioufly taken, 
we fhould probably fee fome happy effets follow; fome fouls 
would praife God, for fuch aéts of kindnefs, in time and eter- 
nity ; and the favoured inftruments rejoice in thus having faved 
fouls from everlafting death. 

Should thefe lines fall into the hands of any WELL-DISPOSED 
PERSONS, it is to be hoped, that they will not haflily conclude 
they are ill-founded and unjuftly fevere; but-rather give them a 
candid perufal, compare their condu€& with the Word of God, 
and ferioufly enquire how their ftate is in his fight. Perhaps, 
like Jehoafh, you have fome good things m you, but have you 
the Spirit of Chrift dwelling in you? Have you experienced 
that repentance which is unto life, that faith which is of the 
operation of God? What a pity it is that you fhould ftop hort 
of entering in at the ftrait gate ;. of enjoying the one thing need- 
ful; that you fhould be almoft perfuaded to be Chriftians, and 
yet remain unbelievers ? affift the fervants of God in temporals, 
and yet not partake of {piritual bleffings? help in building the 
Church of Chrift, and then like a {caffold. be thrown away ? 
Shall all the fermons you have heard be the favour of death unto 
death ? Have the Ambafladors of Chrift befought you in vain 
to be reconciled to God? Have they fpent their time, labour, — 
ftrength and conftitution in vain, as to. your falvation? Hath the 
Saviour of the world fuffered,. died, interceded, called and ins 
vited you in vain. My dear fellow finners, be intreated not. 
to trifle away another day, another moment! | Now call upon 
God for help, Beg him to give you true repentance, living 
faith, and full falvation. If you feek fincerely, you fhall find; it 
you afk in faith, you fhall receive all you want to make you hol 


and happy here, and meet to dwell with faints and holy angels to 
all eternity, . 


m 
** O may you never look behind, 

* To fin and fatan turn again ; 
** Refit in the world, or comfort find 

** In felf, or lingering on the Plain ; 
“ But reaching t’ward the Mountain fly, 
“ And ’fcape to Jesus in the Sky!” 
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‘The Chriffian Experience and happy Death of Love Love. 
GROV f Halifax, in Nova-Scotia; who departed this 
life, judy 19, 1795, aged 28: by. her Brother, Mr. 
Hiram Wixiiam LovecrovE 3 


MM fifter was awakened toa fenfe of her wretched ftate by» 
hature, in Auguft, 1789, through the preac of the gol. 
pel by Mr. James Mann. She did not refift the convincing Spirit ~ 
ef God, but gave berfelf up to his gracious influences; ap er 
_-Ainceffant cry was, “ What muft I do to be faved!” This falutary 
work of conviétion deepened continually, and the was brought 
into great diftrefs, till one evening, when returning home with 
.fome friends from clafs-meeting, fhe was conftrained to ry for 
caged even in the ftreet. When they came to her mother’s oor, 
fhe fell on her knees, and cried mightily to God for’ mercy. 
Soon after, they took her into the houfe, where her agony in- 
creafed, and fhe wreftled in fervent prayer for fome time. Satan 
ftrove hard to caft her into black defpair; but, glory be to God! 
in this hour and power of darknefs, the Comforter came, and 
{poke peace to her fainting foul. Great was her rejoicing in the 
Lord. The by-ftanders told me, (for I had not the happinefs of 
being prefent) that there was fuclt a change in her countenance 
as aitonifhed them ; for her face fhone like that of- an angel. _ 
They had fent for Mr. Black (our minifter) who came juft as the . 
received this ineftimable blefling, and they joined in fervent 
praifes to their Redeemer. , 
_ “Soon after fhe experienced this bleffed change, the enemy was 
ermitted to buffet her with fore temptations ; yet her Almighty 
Ses - her on from conquering to conquer; fo that her 
_ greateft afflictions in the end proved for her good. She had many 
racious vifits from her Lord, and was enabled to rejoice with 
joy unfpeakable ; although fhe fuffered much from fome relations, 
_and unfaithful friends; but moft of all from the powers of dark- 
~nefs: yet; glory to God! from her firft fetting out in his bleffed 
ways, to the end of her race, the never turned afide to the right 
hand, nor to the left, but fteadily purfued the plan laid down in 
the gofpel: She denied herfelf, and took up her crofs daily, and 
continually exercifed a godly jealoufy over herfelf. One par- 
ticular temptation frequently affaulted her, viz. a fear that fhe 
'was a hypocrite, and would at laft prove unfaithful and become a 
_caft-away. g : ’ ; 
I think I can fay in truth, my confcience bears me witnefs, 
that I never -knew one who walked more uprightly in the ways of 
God than the did. During the laf five years of her life, the 
‘never loft her evidence, from the happy time fhe received it, but 
held it faft till the fill more happy day when faith was loft in 
ight, and hope in full enjoyment. She was diligent in all the 
Teans of grace, even fometimes to an extreme: Notwithflands 
~ Vou, XIX, Augult 1796, z ; ing , 
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ing the feverity of the weather, fhe chearfully broke throug 
évery difficulty. Jefus fhe loved fupremely, and to worfhip him 
was the delight of her foul. - 

She cafefolly refrained from fpeaking evil of any one, and 
lovingly reproved any who did it in her prefence : and in this par- 

_ ticular, many times, a look from her has been a cutting reprooft 

“to me! O imay I copy after her example. She was one of few 
words, and loved to be much retired, and alone with God, 
Among the various means of grace, with which we are highly 
favoured in this place, fhe particularly loved and delighted in 
her Band-meeting ; and in this fhe was peculiarly favoured, being 
bleft with a fuitable and pious companion, one after her own 

“heart, who earneftly panted after the whole mind of Chrift. 

Her conviétion of the neceffity of entire fanétification was, I 
believe, more painful than her firft corivi€tion for fin. She be- 
lieved it attainable before the artitle of death; and from the time 
of her converfion always appeared as one obeying that great 
precept, “ Go on unto perfeétion.” I believe fhe attained to 
purity of heart long before fhe profeffed it openly, through an 
uncominon diffdence peculiar to herfelf. I have feen her in the 
public meeting of the Bands (efpecially the laft time fhe met with 
us) fo overwhelmed with divine love, that fhe fell back on the 
chair while attempting to fpeak of the goodnefs of God! 

The laft two years of her life fhe did not enjoy a good ftate of 
health, but was frequently confined to the houfe; and once her 
life was defpairéd of by her mourning friends. She often {pit 
blood, and feemed frequently on the verge of eternity: but in all , 
thefe affliftions fhe feared not : being united by faith to him who 
is the conqueror of death, and the prince of life.. She viewed the 
fymptoms of her approaching diffolution with chearful refignation 

to the divine will, and calmly waited the folemn call, She was 
ey heard to fay, “Time is fhort! The end of all things is at 
and.’ ‘ 

Her laft illnefs commenced with the year 1795- I {pent a profi- 
table hour or two with her on Monday evening, January 12; 
fhe appeared to be much indifpofed, yet altogether taken up with 
her eternal concerns: Speaking of the vanity of all things below 
fhe faid, “‘ Nothing is worth living for here, but to ferve God, 
and to be at the laft found of him in peace, without fpot and 
blamelefs.’ Death appears to be very near, but I fear it not 
having a ftrong confidence in the Lord, that he will perfe& AG 
work in my foul before he calls me hence into an ayrfal cee 
She gave mea ftri€ charge to watch ever her band-mate, the 
deareft perfon to her in the world; and prayed that God woonld 

keep her from the {nares of Satan. ° Her converfation was fuch as © 
filled me with apprehenfions that I fhould fhortly part with 
my fifter. But bleffed be God! when the trying time came, this 

bitter cup was mixed with much fweetnefs, even the love of God, © 

which enabled me to offer her up to him freely, bleffing and , 


praifing his Name for the grace given to her. Her 4 
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_ Her diforder (which was a violent pain in her breaft) increafed 
fo by the 15th, that fhe could fcarce fpeak but at intervals; yet 
the poffeffed her foul in peace, never fhewing the leaft difcontent 
or impatience. . I afked her feveral times, If fhe had any fears of 
death ? and fhe as often anfwered, —‘* No: the fufferings of m 
bleffed Saviour are continually before my eyes: But I have fuch, 
an ardent defire to depart, that I fometimes fear it is partly to be 
delivered from this pain: I would not with that to be the motive; 
but rather that I may be with Chrift, which is far better.” From 
that time, till Saturday the 17th, fhe grew worfe. 

_ On Saturday morning fhe defired to fee her fifter Peggy, who 
lived at the other fide of the water: when her fifter came, fhe 
preffed her to her bofom, and exclaimed, “ Bleffed be God that I 
fee you before I die.” She continued very ill all that night; and 
the next day. The Doétor applied a blifter to her breaft, but 
without its defired effet. In the afternoon I read to her the 
dying experience of Mrs, Rogers: after I had concluded, fhe ap- 
peared to be employed in mental prayer, and then recolleéting 

’ herfelf, fhe fhouted aloud the praifes of Him fhe loved. But 
alas, I cannot recall to mind one half of the gracious words which 
eame from her rejoicing, though dying lips. To her weeping 
mother, fhe faid, ** I believe by my feelings that I thall be de- 
lirious; but lam glad that I can fpeak, to tell you, Not to be 
concerned about me, fee me as you may. Remember, I am 
happy! Olam happy! But while I have my fenfes, 1 with to 
tell of the Lord’s goodnefs to me. Now let me confider, it would 
be an awful thing for me to tell a lie now, as I know that I fhall 
yery foon ftand naked before the bar of God! It will be fix 
years next Augutt, fince the Lord changed my heart. I have 
very unfaithful, but have not wilfully departed from him. I have 
been forely tempted, but now I know, that God hath been hereby 
deepening and carrying on his bleffed work in my foul. “ O-yes? 
He hath been carrying on his bleffed work! Glory to his pres 
cious Name!” — She was now filled with rapturous joy, and 
continued, “I have often been very happy, but never fo happy 
as now. God hath fan&ified me, foul and body. O help me to ~ 
praife him! All pain, all ficknefs\is gone: I feel not ing but 
Jove!”? She fung that verfe,—“ I’ll praife him while he lends 
me breath; ’? and then faid to me, ‘‘O Hiram, don’t forget to 
tell Mr. Black, that I am a dying witnefs for Jefus, that he hath 

“power on earth to forgive fin, and to cleanfe from all unrighe 
teoufnefs.” She likewife exhorted all the family according to aur 
“feveral ftates, particularly her mother, to whom fhe {poke very 
piain, faying, ‘* OQ do make fure work for eternity }” 
~~ Sifter J. S. coming in, the faid to her, “ I charge you to meet 
“me in heaven!” She then fpoke concerning her funeral, faying, 
41 Jt matters:not much where I am buried, but I havea defire that 
“my corpfe be carried to the chapel, and that Mr. Black fhould 
“preach a fyneral fermon, z¢ may 2 Jome good.” 1 atked hee ae 
ey). 3 t2 ext 
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text fhe chofe ? She anfwered, ‘ Bleffed are the dead which die 
in the Lord: —I know I fhall. Mr. Black often defired me to 
write my experience, I am forry I did not; but glory to God, 1 
can now tell it all. O let him publifh to all the world, that 
Jefus*is willing to receive them all, if they will come to him! 
i love all the world; every foul whom God hath made, but 
efpecially the people of God.” At her requeft we joined in 
“prayer and praife, and it was a folemn and very affeéting feafon. 
hen we arofe from‘our knees her feeble hands were lifted up, 
‘while fhe was finging, “I'll praife him while he lends me breath,” 
and*then fhe added, “ Let none think I am not happy, becaufe I 
cannoé praife God as loud as you. O I am happy! happy? 
Glory to God in the higheft!” In a fhort time after fhe funk 
back on the bed, and to appearance expired. Our diftreffed mo- 
ther, no longer able to conceal her grief, cried aloud, “ My 
child! My child!” Upon which the revived, and faid in alow 
voice, “ It was cruel; I thought I was gone: I was failing to 
heaven! You have called me back!” She then refumed her 
wonted fortitude, to meet again her pains which came on with 
redoubled violence, and continued to the laft. 
_ I watched with her that night; during which her fifter Peggy 
_ afked her feveral times concerning the flate of her mind, and fhe 
always anfwered, ‘“* I am happy, and perfe&ily refigned.” Next 
morning, Monday 19, fhe took a folemn leave of all the family, 
and, embracing them, faid, ‘‘ 1 charge you all to meet mein 
heaven.” To me fhe faid, ‘‘ Hiram, you have more to do and - 
fuffer yet, but go,on as you have done, and meet me in heaven!” 
Brother T. D. Cowdell coming in, fhe looked at him earneftly 
fked, ‘‘ Are you more engaged than when I faw you laft?” 
which greatly affected him: This was about an hour before fhe 
expired: Juft before the breathed her laft, fhe whifpered to me, 
« Chrift is precious! Remember, his arms are open wide to re- 
ceive all the world!” She had a few ftruggles more in the laft 
folemn moment, when the feeble {pring of life flood ftill, and her 
happy fpirit took its flight to the Paradife of God. Owhata 
happy time it was to me! May I never forget.it: my foul would 
willingly have quitted the cumbrous clay, and followed her: in- 
deed, for a fhort ‘time I knew not hardly whether I was in the 
body or not, till her dying words, ‘* You have more to do and 
fuffer,”. came to my mind, and with them, that grace which fays, 


“Dhy-will be done.” Hiram Wo. LovecGRoveE ° 
ae lal Jan. 1, 750k te: i 
J was in 


timately acquainted with L. Lovegrove, from 
time fhe firft paltalk’ ne Redeemer’s yoke, wid entered Tien 
fervice, until her blifsful and glorious end. i oe 
Her memory is {till dear to all who knew her worth: Asa child. 
fhe was dutiful and obedient; as a friend, obliging and faithful d 
asa filer, tender and affectionate; as a Methodi/t, peculiarly ite 
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_ tentive to the Rules of our Society; as a chrefian, remarkably 
watchful, humble, and devoted to God and his bleffed work: and 
lafily, to fay all in a few words; her experience, was clear, {crip- 
tural, and deep; her hfe, uniformly holy and unblameable : and 
to crown all, her death was triumphantly vi@orious, 

According to her defire, the corpfe was brought into ie chapel, 


where J preached her funeral fermon, Her hopes refpe€ting the . 
bencit fome would receive hereby, were not difappointed : two - 


perfons were awakened at that feafon, who foon after found peace 
with God, WILLIAM Brack, 
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_ Account of an Extraordinary Deliverance of ELIZABETH SHAW, 


wife of JosepH SuHaw, of Staincrofs, near Barnfley, in: 


York fhire, ‘ 


Was ftationed in the Leeds Circuit in the year 1775; we then 


preached at Staincrofs, at the houfe of Jofeph Shaw, an Ifraelite 
‘indeed. His wife, who had long experienced the power of divine 
grace, gave me the following relation, the triith of which may be 
depended upon, for if ever there were an u pright woman, fhe cer- 
tainly was one, as many now living can ted 
One day in the -height of Summer fhe was wafhing, and had 
hung part of the linen out to dry: But an heavy fhower of rain 
coming on, fhe ran out hattily to fetch in the clothes: being in a 
fweat, and without her gown, fhe got exceeding wet; this oc- 
cafioned a fevere cold, which was follawed by a moft violent 
-rheumatifm throughout all her limbs. ‘ 


She was confined to her bed for a long time in excruciating pain 


day and night, and was fo helplefs as to be obliged to have a cord 
fixed to the bed’s-head, by taking hold of which fhe could eafe 
herfelf a little. A medical gentleman from Wakefield attended 
her for fome time, but fhe got no relief. 
_. Growing weary of her long confinement, and worn out with 
the pain fhe endured, fhe fsid to her huiband one day, “ Jofeph, I 
cannot bear to lie here any longer; do get the couch-chair and 
fet it near the fire, and get fome pillows and place them upon it, 
and then try if you can get me up, and lay me there; perhaps I 
may be able to get a little eafe that way:” Jofeph, being a kind 
affeGtionate hufband, did as fhe requefted, making every thing as 
‘comfortable as he could ; and when he had done all in his power 
to relieve her, he went out about his bufinefs, being a farmer. 
When her hufband was gone, a variety of thous flowed in 
upon her mind, and fhe reafoned thus with herfelf: “Here I lie, 


a poor, helplefs, miferable creature ; and fo I am likely to res @ 
main, for there is no help for mein man: all human means are _ 


ineffectual, But if our bieffed Lord was now upon the earth, I 


foon would he come and heal me ? Or he would peal 
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k uld fend Jofeph to him, ‘and let him know how bad I am; and ~ 
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word, and I fhould be well in an inftant! But has he not the 
fame power, and the fame tender pity and love for his poor dif- 
trefled creatures, now he is in heaven, that he had while here 
upon earth? Surely he has, for he is unchangeabl the fame, 
yefterday, to.day, and for ever. If then I could believe, furely 
he would heal me, bad as lam? He has faid, “* According to 
thy faith, fo be it done unto thee;” and faith too, is his own 
gift: I will therefore pray to him that he may give me power 
to believe.” She then broke out into earneft prayer and found 
uncommon liberty and accefs to the Throne of Grace. At length 
fhe thought fhe could believe that our Lord would heal her ; and 
was enabled to lay hold upon his Truth and Faithfulnefs, upon his 
infinite Mercy and boundlefs Love. She then endeavoured tq 
rife from her couch, and was enabled fo todo. To her aftonith- 
ment, fhe could ffand upright, and found that fhe was perfeétly 
well. Upon this, fhe thought, “ But 1 will try whether the Cure 
is perfe&tly wrought or not, and immediately got the brufh and 
began to {weep the houfe: While thus employed, Jofeph ‘re- 
turned to enquire how fhe was: having half opened the door, and 
feeing her {weeping the room, he was not a little furprifed, and 
-ftopped fhort. She happened to look up, and perceived his 
aftonifhment faid, ‘‘ Yes ; you may well look; here I am, as well 
as ever I was in my life: 1 have prayed to our bleffed Lord, and 
he has healed me, and I am perfeétly well: ” and fo fhe cons 
tinued. It is eafy to fuppofe that her heart was filled with 
gratitude to her great Deliverer: and her chriftian friends, as well 
as all her family, cheerfully joined with her in moft devoutly 
praifing the Lord for this wonderful difplay of his tender pity, 
power, andlove. ~~ 
It is probable that fome perfons will deny the fat; and others 
will afcribe it to the power of imagination. With regard to the 
faét, it can be fo well attefted by perfons of the greateft credit, 
_ now living, that there is no juft ground to call it in queftion. 
And if fhe could exercife her imagination in fuch a manner, as 
to be delivered from fo painful and diftreffing a fituation, it was 
happy for her. But it afforded her far more folid happinefs, 
to believe, that a compaflionate God had mercifully interpofed 
in her behalf, and in anfwer to prayer, had gracioufly healed her. 
Jf any perfon fuppofes bimfelf poffeffed of ability to’ teach af- 
flified people the happy art of imagining themfelves well, and . 
that upon fo doing, they really are well, I doubt nat but he will 
getemployment enough. But thofe who form their ideas of the 
infinitely blefled God from that revelation which he has ‘made. 
of himfelf to us in his holy Word, will find no difficulty in 
afcribing this great deliverance to its real caufe, viz. to the mighty. 
power of God, and give the glory to him unto whom it is mof _ 
juitly due. 
To fee and acknowledge the hand of God ‘in the way of his 
Providence, is our duty, and will be attended with unfpeakable 
delight, 
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delight, as we hall frequently behold his wifdom, power, and 
goodnefs, wonderfully difplayed ; and as this will fill our fouls 
with gratitude, fo it will conftrain us to give unto Him the 
honours due unto his holy Name. J. Pawson. 


PPL PPP PLD LD PLP PL PLL LL 
To THE EDITOR. 
A LTHOUGH fixteen years are gone fince the following ex- 


traordinary circumftance happened, yet being certain of 
fome of the fatts relaied, from perfonal knowledge of them, and 
fo well informed as not to have the {malleft doubt of the reft, I 
think the publifhing the enfuing thort extra&, will manifeft the 
providentiai goodnefs of Gop, and may induce many to feek - 
true happinefs in the Lord who bought them with his blood. We 
fee that the Almighty has feveral ways of bringing finners to 
himfelf; but let him change his mode as oft as he pleafes, the 
work is the fame; the finner is by fome means made fenfible that 
he is a finner, and as fuch feeks and finds a Saviour; in confes 
quence of which, a change takes place in the underftanding, will, 
and ‘affections; and this change is manifeft in all the tempers, 
words, and actions. Such a change is what we call Converfion. 
Such were once in darknefs, but are now light in the Lord, and 
walk as children of the light. Such was, and is the cafe with 
feveral concerned in the following relation; feveral of whom are 
landed fafe in the haven of everlafting reft, and others are 
** toiling to make the bleft fhore,” whofe names are not men- 
tioned, but. having ftood faft in their liberty for fixteen years, 
there is great reafon to hope they wild hold out to the end, and 
receive the end of their faith, the falvation of their fouls, 


THOMAS TAYLor, 
Oldham, Feb. 6, 1796. 


: 

_In the years 1778, and 1779, it pleafed God to revive hig 
bleffed work in Birftall Circuit in Yorkfhire. In the former year 
the revival was chiefly in Birftall, but in the fecond year, to wit, 
1779; it {fpread gee, sisal the Circuit; fo that great numbers 
were brought to the knowledge of the Truth, infomuch that we’ 
admitted upward of feven hundred into the conneétion, Various 


and fimple were the mieans made ufe of in that Revival: The 


preaching of the word was attended with much energy and life; 


and efpecially one plain fimple man, who was with me that year. 


—~_/Se + i |'* 


I do not remember labouring with any one whom God fo owned in 
awakening dead fouls. 

But our Lord did not confine himfelf to preaching alone; he 
let us fee that he could carry on his own work without us: Prayer- 


meetings were fingularly ufeful, for in them many of thefe finners 


_ were convinced and converted, giving ample proof of the reality 


- 


of the change by their tempers and converfation. But in thors, 


dreams 


¢ 
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dreams and vifions, thunder and lightening; yea, the very chirp- 
ing of a bird was made fuccefsful to the awakening finners : and 
the carrying on of the work of our glorious Immanuel. The laft 
circumftance is well worth attention, and was as follows. 

A young man, of the name of John Webfter, lived with Mr. 
John Waller, a capital Clothier. This young man was, as the 
generality of young people are, very wild, foolifh, and giddy, 
not to fay, very prophane. ‘This carelefs youth was one day 
walking in the garden by himfelf, and a bird lighted upon his 
band, and gave three chirps, and flew away. 1 {uppofe the note 
of the bird might be chat, chat, chat, which induced the young 
man in his confufion to think that the bird called him by his fa- 
miliar country appellation, Jack, Jack, Jack. Be that as it 
-nay, it had an awful, and in the end, a bleffed effe& upon him. 
He thought the bird was a fupernatural melffenger, or the harbinger 
of death; and, truly, he faw himfelf utterly unprepared to die. 
He faw himfelf ‘in a deplorable condition, and did not, know 
what way to turn. He thought he would apply to one of thofe 
jugglers, whom, in Yorkfhire, they call //x/e-men, to explain this 
phenomenon to him. However, before he went to this agent, 
he very providentially met with a relation, a pious man, one that 
was joined to the Methodifts, and to whom he related what had 
happened, and the effect it had upon him, alfo of his intention 
of going to the cunning-man for his advice: his friend heard him 
relate his ftory, and underftanding his cafe better than he did him- 
felf, of courfe diffuaded him from going to the ‘tool of Satan for 
advice, affuring him that fuch a phyfician would be of no fervice 
to him. He tried to convince him, that the Spirit of God was 
makir« him fenfible of his loft and ruined flate. He advifed him 
to go with him to a Prayer-meeting, intimating, that perhaps he 
might find fome relief there. The young man did not relifh this 
advice very much; for he had no great affection for the Metho- 
difts; but feeling himfelf fo diftreifed, he was glad to go an 
where to find eafe to his troubled mind. It is true, that the {pint 
of a man may fuftain his infirmity, a kind of courage may bear 


him up, under many trials and difficulties; but a wounded fpirit 


who can bear? To the meeting he went, but the flubborn car- 
nal-mind rofe up in him, he would not, at firft, kneel down to 
prayer . However, he ftayed till the meeting ended, and cons 
wiétion fluck deeper in his foul, fo that he was made fenfible of 
his, real difeafe.. He attended another meeting, but fil) his burs 
den increafed, infomuch that he thought there was no mercy for 
him, but that he muft be eternally loft. He next heard preachin 

but that feemed to add grief to his woe; he ftill found no re Re 
Our quarterly love-feaft at Birftall came on, and being informe 
what was the nature and defiga of that prudential means, a thought 
ftruck him, “ If I could be admitted into that meeting, God may - 


- fet my-foul at liberty.”” But his doubt was, that he could not be 


admitted, for he was ready to fuppofeevery body faw him in the _ 
1 Be Ma light: 
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‘Tight in which he viewed himfelf. However he came to the ae 
‘preaching, and the fermon almoft tore him to pieces, although of 
‘an encouraging nature. After preaching was over, they bronght 
‘him to me, for a note of admittance ‘into the love-featt, where 
‘God moft gracioufly releafed him from all ‘his fears ; his burdeh 
fell off and he never felt it fince. He went home rejoicing th 
God his Saviour, and I hope he will take heed and hold faft 
*whereunto he hath attained; fo that no man take his crown. 

The change was now vifible to the whole family in which he 
Fefided, and had a good effet upon one of his fellow fervants, 
‘who had been ‘as thoughtlefs and as wild as him‘elf; but feeing 
fuch a change in John, it ftruck forcibly, and fet hima thinking, 
and feeking falvation very ferioufly, which he foon found, and 
rejoiced in God his Saviour, They both walked a§ the heirs 
of falvation, attending all the means of grace, ‘at all feafomable 
‘opportunities. No fwearing, or vain talk, or idle" fongs were 
heard from ‘either of ‘them; but the Bible was read, and they 
fung pfalms, and hymns, and fpiritual foogs; giving proof to all, 

’ ‘that a bleffed change was wrought ‘in then'. 

There happened to be a poor woman fick, who lived in a 
cottage near Mr. Wailer’s houfe; with this poor woman they fre. 
quently went to prayer; and one time while they were at prayer, 
the mafter ftood at the window to hearken. He was greatly 
-aftonifhed to hear thefe young men pray with fuch fervour, 
who a little while before had been fo wild and thoughtlefs: He 
wondered where they had learned thofe prayers, for he had never 
heard the like before. When they concluded, he entered into 
very ferious converfation with them, and they {poke very, fieel 
with him upon the fubjeét, infomuch, that he told them they 
fhould pray in the family in the evening if they pleafed. They 
accepted the offer, and in the evening the whole family were {um- 
moned to this ftrange bufinefs of prayer. The young men began 
to pray, and the gracious Lord foon anfwered, fo that there was 
not one adult perfon, but what was affected. Ag for Mr. Waller, 
the mafter of the houfe, he was fo affected, that he rofe from his 
knees and fled out of doors to prevent his crying out before all 
his family. But his conviction ftuck clofe to him, and in a 
little time iffued in a happy converfion, In fhort, both , mafter 
and miftrefs were converied, and feveral of the feryants, I think 
‘all of them; likewife feveral me eae and fome vifitors who 
happened to be edigh ait neni inftrument of that glorious 

he chirping of a little bird! 
| woe. Waller sone dianely opened his door for the gofpel, and a 
fociety was formed in his houfe, and numbers flocked to hear 
Several are gone to glory, and others, I truft; are on 


the word. : bay rie 
thei . Mts. Waller lived about'a year and a half, and died 
egal the God of her falvation ; and Mr. Waller furvived her 


‘put a few years, and then finifhed his courfe with joy. I was then 
Vou, XIX, Augutt 1796. in 
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_ in Sheffield circuit, but being requefted to preach his funeral fer- 


mon, I rode over, being the 14th day of December, and in a deep 
fnow, yet his memory was fo much refpeéted, that it brought fuch 
a confluence of people together, that the chapel would not con- 
tain half of them; fo I was obliged to preach in the open air in 
a field. ae 

As for John Webfter, the feal of the little bird’s minifiry, 
he is now in bufinefs for himfelf, and in the Society, retaining his 
confidence in the Lord who bought him, and ftriving for the hope 
of the gofpel. When the divifion took place at Dew{bury, he was 
carried away with the torrent for fome months, but when he came 
to underftand matters fully, he, with many others, returned to 
the fold, and I believe it will not be an eafy matter to draw him 
afide again. 

The above narrative is a circumftance among thoufands, of God’s 
choofing the foolifh things of the world to confound the wife, and 
weak things to confound the mighty ; and things which are not, 
to bring to nought the things that are, by which he ftains the pride 
of man, carrying on his own work in his own way, fo that no 
fleth fhould glory in his prefence ; but as it is written, ‘* Let him 
that glorieth, glory in the Lord,” oe 
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The OMNIPRESENCE of GOD. 


ff tee the unmeafurable traéts of fpace, 
Go, Mufe divine! and prefent Godhead trace } 
See where by place, uncircumfcrib’d as time, 

He reigns extended, and he fhines fublime! 
Shouldft thou above the heaven of heavens afcend, 
Couldft thou below the depth of depths defcend ; 
Could thy fond flight beyond the ftarry {phere, 

The radiant morning’s lucid pinions bear! 

There fhould his brighter prefence fhine confefs’d, 
| There his almighty arm thy courfe arreft ! 

Couldft thou the thickeft veil of night affume, 

Or think to hide thee in the central gloom ! 

Yet there, all patent to his piercing athe. 

Darknefs itfelf would kindle into light : 

Not the black manfions of the filent grave, 

Nor darker hell from her perception Tiedt 

What power alas! thy footfteps can convey 

Beyond the reach of omanestaee day ? 


In his wide grafp, and comprehenfive eye, 
Immediate, worlds on worlds unnumber’d lie: 
Syftems inclos’d in his perception roll, 

Whofe all-informing Mind dire€ts the whole: © . 
Lodg’d in his grafp, their certain ways they know ;- 
Plac’d in that fight from whence can nothing go, ~ 
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On earth his footftool fix’d, in heaven his feat ; 
Enthron’d he ditates, and his word is fate. 


Nor want his fhining images below, 
In ftreams that murmur, or in winds that blow ; 
His Spirit broods along the boundlefs flood, 
Smiles in the plain, and whifpers in the wood; 
Warms in the genial fun’s enliy’ning ray, 
Breathes in the air, and beautifies the day ! 


Should man his great immenfity deny, 
Man might as well ufurp the vacant fky : 
For were he limited in date, or view, 
Thence were his attributes imperfe& too ; 
His knowledge, power, his goodnefs all confin’d, 
And loft the’ idea of a ruling Mind | 
Feeble the truft, and comfortlefs the fenfe, 
Of a deteétive partial Providence ! 
Boldly might then his arm injuflice brave, 
Or innocence in vain his mercy crave; 
Dejeéted virtue lift its hopelefs eye ; 
And heavy forrow vent the heartlefs figh! 
An abfent God no abler to defend, 
Prote&, or punifh, than an abfent friend ; 
Diftant alike our wants or griefs to know, 
To eafe the anguifh, or prevent the blow! 
If he, fupreme Dire€tor, were not near, 
Vain were our hope, and empty were our fear ; 
Unpunifh’d vice would o’er the world prevail, “ 
. And unrewarded virtue toil —to fail ! 
The moral world a fecond chaos lie, 
And nature ficken to the thoughtful eye! 


Even the weak embryo, ere to life it breaks, 
From his high power its flender texture takes ; 
While in his book the various parts inroll’d, 
Increafing, own eternal Wifdom’s mould, 


Nor views he only the material whole, 
But pierces thought, and penetrates the foul ! 
Ere from the lips the vocal accents part, 
Or the faint purpofe dawns within the heart! 
His fteady eye the mental birth perceives, 
Ere yet to us the new idea lives! 
Knows what we fay, ere yet the words proceed, 
And, ere we form the’ intention, marks the deed ! 


But Confcience, fair vicegerent-light within, 
Afferts its Author, and reftores the fcene! 
_ Points out the beauty of the govern’d plan, 
* And vindicates the ways of God to man.” 
= Then 


— 


* 
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Then facred Mufe, by the vaft profpeét fir’d, 


From heaven defcended, as by Heaven infpir’d ; 

His all enlight’ning Omniprefence own, __ 

Whence firf thou feel’ft thy dwindling prefence known 3 
His wide Omnifcience, juftly grateful, fing, 

Whence thy weak fcience prunes its callow wing ! 

And blefs the’ eternal, all-informing Soul, 

Whole fight pervades, whofe knowledge fills the whole } 


A MORNING SONG. 
IMITATION OF AN OLD SPIRITUAL WRITER» 


| ND {hall thy mercies, O my Gop, 
Pafs unregarded by, 
When I have laid me down and flept 
Beneath thy watchful eye ? 
I — who have tafted of thy love 
Ten thoufand different ways — 
Shall I not dedicate my Song 
To thine eternal praife ?. 


The bufinefs of this empty world 
Is idlenefs to me: 
How unimportant every thing 
That leads me not to Thee ! 
Once I could relifh worldly fcenes, 
As well as others do ; 
But, glory to thy heavenly Name! 
’ Thou didft my tafte, renew. 
A fickly appetite had I, 
And fickly joys were mine; 
And many an idol tempted me, 
And did my heart entwine. 
O! it were pain to reckon o’er 
The follies of each day ; 
To call to mind the fenfelefs cares 
That flole my heart away. 
But Thou, my Gop, my Father, Friend } 
Had mercy then in ftore ; bigs Rigas 
And fatan’s fond delufions fled 
Before thy fovereign power, 


O, let my gratitude to Thee, 
' My ftriét obedience prove, 
Until I quit this mortal fcene, 
And join the hofts above: ~ wy f 
There, where no night fhall intervene, | i 
Or figh or tear be known ; 
Where everlafting joy and peace 
The heirs of glory crowny 
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REASONS ror METHODISM. 
[ Concluded from page 375. ] 
SECTION V. OF 4 own Experience in Religious Matters, 


rf Come now to tre hé moft interefting part of my fubjet, 
“id I am aware that the account I am about to give of what I call 
my own experience, will be viewed by different people in dif. 
ferent lights. The greater part will look upon me as an enthu- 
fiat ; fome, who have my intereft at heart, and whom, next to 
God, I believe it my duty to reverence and obey, will regard me 
perhaps with an eye of pity, and be forry that I fhould have ex- 
_ pofed myfelf, as they think, to the ridicule of the world; fome 
Tay be apt to charge me with prefumption, whilft others, who 
have experienced fimilar conviétions themfelves, will rejoice and 
congratulate me on the occafion, and hail me as a friend and bro~ 
ther in Jefus Chrift, 

In my firft Letter I gave an account of the reafons which in- 
duced me to embrace the Chriftian Religion as a Revelation from 
God. In my fecond Letter and the former part of this, I have 
afligned my motives for uniting myfelf with the fociety of Me- 
thodifts. I fhall now attempt ie aatcribe, as concifely as poflible, 
the ftate of my mind, and the conviétions I at different times ex- 
perienced, from the period that I began to think ferioufly, to the 
prefent moment. And may that God, who knows I cannot de. 
ceive him, and that I have no intention to deceive others, affift 
me in writing the words of foberne/s and truth! And if He 


vouchfafe to render thefe letters inftrumental in the converfion of . 


a fingle foul, I fhall efteem my time ufefully employed, and my 
labour well rewarded. 

It was about the middle of September, when I began to have 
any very ferious impreffions. For fome time before, I had often 
been uneafy and difcontented in my mind ; I was neyer comfort-, 
able when alone ; and when I went into company, I ftill found a 
fomething wanting to render fociety perfeétly agreeable and con- 
genial to my own tafte. The general topics of converfation 
appeared to me rather frivolous and uninflru@tive. I did not 
find that enjoyment in the amufements of life, which others who 
partook in them appeared to do, and many of them were fuc. 
VoL, XIX, Sept. 1796. ” a9 ceeded 
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ceeded with difappointment and regret. Thad more pleafure fre- 
quently in the anticipation, than I realized in the poffeftion of the 
dbje&ts in view. And when I came to refle&i deliberately on the 
manner I was {pending my time, and the litle fatisfaétion which 
it afforded me, I felt a con{cioufnefs of having a€ted wrong, and 
made refolutions to reform. But making them in my own 
firength, and relying on my own natural exertions to accomplifh 
them, they were to no purpofe, and the leaft temptation coming 
in the way, plunged me afrefh into thofe very follies, I hada 
little before determined to renounce. Thus it is that the light of 
nature and the efforts of unaflifted reafon, are but feeble barriers, 
when oppofed to the influence of cuftom, and the power of temp- 
tation. 

Finding, however, Jefs and lefs fatisfa€tion in the courfe I was 
purfuing, I mixed lefs frequently with the world, avoided its 
amufements, and {pent the greateft part of my leifure time in pri- 
vate. Solitude foon became no longer irkfome ; my books were 
my companions, and my own thoughts my delight. I found my- 
felf happier in proportion as I fecluded myfelf from company. 
I could think of nothing with fatisfaétion but Religion, and all 
converfation, which had not this for its obje&, appeared to me 
dry and uninterefting. I began to pray earneftly that God would 
enlighten my underilanding, that he would remove my doubts 
and fears, and eftablifh my faith on a fure and folid foundation. 
Some fermons which I heard about this time, together with feve- 
ral converfations which I had upon religious {ubje&s with different 
people, ftimulated me in my defires after truth. I grew more 
fond of retirement: Reading, meditation, private prayer, {cial 
worfhip, and the company of a religious friend, conftituted m 
higheft felicity. I was anxious to redeem the time I had fo 
Shamefully fquandered away, and to devote the reft of my days to 
the fervice of my God, and the good of my fellow creatures, - 
The Bible was my peculiar ftudy, I perufed it with delight and 
improvement. The more I read, the more clearly I faw my own © 
ignorance, my own inability to help myfelf, and the finfulnefs of 
my paft conduét, But I difcovered likewife a way Open for the. 
remiffion of fins, and that the blood of Jefus Chrift clean/eth from 
all unrighteoufne/s. 1 faw the neceflity of becoming a new crea« 
ture in Chrift; that without faith I could not pleafe God; and — 
that without Divine Grace I could not perform the Divine Will. . 
I was fenfible of my want of faith: The fear of man, and the 
power of fin, though fomewhat diminifhed, till reigned unfub. — 
dued in my heart: and though I felt no relifh for the pleafures I _ 
had formerly indulged in, Y aia not yet experience that inward 
peace and joy which the: Scripture affures us is the privilege of 
the righteous. I continued to go to church on a Sunday, when 
opportunity occurred, and to the Methodift chapel as often as I 
could. Iwas much affifted by the prayers of my friends as well” 
as my own; and amongit oiher books which I read, I think it~ 
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my duty to mention one in particular, which was remarkably. pro- 
fitable to me; and that was Mr. Fletcher’s Appeal to Matter of 
Fa& and Common Senfe. 

My. mind now became uncommonly ative; ideas crouded in 
upon me fo fait, and in fuch fucceffion, as almoft to banifh fleep ; 
I could not bear to fit long at table during meals, I lived very 
temperately, and notwithflanding the prefent agitated ftate of my 
{pirus, I went through my bufinefs, with eafe and alacrity.. I 
cannot fay that I had yet any diftin& affurance of the forgivenefs 
of my fins and acceptance with God ; but I felt an indefcribable 
conviétioh in my mind that he would pardon me, and receive me 
into his favour, and adopt me as his child, before he took me 
hence. This conviétion was an unfpeakable fource of comfort 
and happinefs to me. I prayed more fervently than ever, and my 
thoughts were almoft continually dire€ted to. Heaven and heavenly 
things. But the time now approached when my hopes were more 
than realized, my expeélations more than anfwered, Mr. Gib- 
bons, one of our Preachers, calling at a houfe where I was vifite 
ing, after fome converfation had paffed, went as ufual to prayer. 
My mind was affeéted in a remarkable manner during the whole 
time I was upon my knees. I felt what I cannot exprefs; 1 was 
overpowered, I fcarce knew with what; I was tae with alter- 
nate emotions of fear and hope, of forrow ando joy. When the 
prayer, was concluded, I wept bitterly ; I fhed tears; but they 
were the tears of joy. Gratitude and love abforbed every other 
feeling ; I faw as iv were, the fins of my whole life, fet in array 
before me, and at the very fame inflant all blotted out in the blood 
of the Lamb. I faw myfelf freely justified: I was enabled to 
Jook up to God as a reconciled father; and I felt the Spirit itfelf 
bearing witnefs with my {fpirit that I was a child of God, Rom, 
viii, 16. “ Praife the, Lord, O my foul, and all that is within 
me praife his holy name,” was the conftant language of my heart, 

_ I was indeed born again ; old things were paffed away, all things 
were become new. Every doubt and every fear vanifhed ; my, 
faith was flrong, and I experienced fuch a lively hope of the 
glory which is to come, that I was equally refigned to die as live, 

_ I viewed myfelf in the light of a prifoner fet at large; my chains 

were broken; my-foul free; I breathed a new atmofphere ; m 
mind acquired new vigour, and my whole body was full of light. 
I had before lived to myfelf alone; I now felt alive to God; I 
had formerly trufted in my own ftrength, I now relied on the 

merits of my Saviour, My paft life had been a fcene of contend. 

“ing paffions, a fucceffion of vanity, folly, and difquietude ; my 

_ greateft enjoyment now confifted in clofe communion with God, 

and in fentiments of adoration and praile for the manifeftation of 
his pardoning mercy, 1 experienced * that perfeét love which 

-gafteth out fear ;” I found indeed * that wifdam’s ways are ways 

of pleafantnels, and all her paths are peace ;”” that the fervice of 
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God is freedom and that where the fpirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty. ; : 

I could fleep but little ; gratitude and ejaculations of prayer and 
thankfgiving kept me waking a long time after I went to bed; 
there was one night in particular in which I think I never clofed 
my eyes to fleep, but continued finging praifes and lifting up my 
heart to God till I rofe in the morning. The gracious promifes 
“of the Gofpel were impreffed powerfully on my mind. I did 
truly find, that having firft fought the kingdom of God and his 
righteoufnefs, all other things were added unto me. I had not a 
with refpe&ting myfelf ungratified. Time appeared too fhort ; 
and yet the profpe& of Eternity was glorious to contemplate. 
Death had loft its fting ; the boafting grave its viftory. I rea- 
lized a paradife on earth. I imagined I faw a fpirit of Religion 
diffufing itfelf around me on every fide ; almoft every houfe feem- 
“ed to be an houfe of prayer; and I thought that by a few words 
“I could bring every body to embrace the fame faith as myfelf. I 
wifhed for others to be partakers of that happinefs I experienced, 

‘and that we might all unite with one voice and one heart, to 
praife the Lord for his goodnefs, and be as one fold under one 
fhepherd. . 

I faw now the ‘Providence of God exemplified in every paft 
event and circumfiance of my life. Proofs of his wifdom, his 
power and goodnefs, were manifefted in thofe very occurrences 
‘which had formerly given me pain, and which I then regarded as 
ferious evils. I faw that thofe whom I had looked upon as ene- 
mies, ought rather ‘to be efteemed amongft my real friends ; for 
the uneafinefs they had caufed me had ‘contributed to bring me to 
a thoughtful’ {tate of mind, to an earneft waiting upon God, and 
to feek for happinefs where alone it was to be found. Oftendid - 
J repeat with delight thefe words of the poet, £4 


Now I'll fing of Jefu’s merit 
Sprinkled by Redeeming blood ; 
And my weary troubled fpirit . 
Now finds reft in thee my God, 
I am fafe and I am happy 
When in thy dear arms I lie, 
Sin and Satan cannot harm me 
Whilf my Saviour is fo nigh. 


Now I'll fing of Jefu’s merit 

Tell the world of his dear name, 
And if any afk his Spirit er oe 
He is fill the very fame. 
He that afketh foon receiveth ; 

He that feeketh foon fhall find ; 
Come, for whofoe’er believeth 

He will never caft behind, 
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A fermon which I one day heard Mr. Pritchard preach on the 
fubje&t of Charity, affetted me very fenfibly. I was convinced 
that though I loved God, I had not loved my neighbour as I 
ought; that I had not done altogether to others what I fhould 
with others to do unto me, And I confidered that the belt proof 
I could afford of my Jove to God, was the exercife of ‘univerfal 
love and good-will towards all men. As God therefore had for- 
given me my fins, I was conflrained to forgive all who I thought 
had offended or injured me. Iwas dead to every impreffion of 
anger or refentment, I regarded all mankind as my equals. [I 
fympathized with the afflicted; vifited, relieved, and comforted, 
to the beft of my ability the fick and the needy ; I found it more 
profitable to go to the houfe of mourning than to the houfe of 
feafting ; I wept with,thofe that wept, and rejoiced with thofe 
that did rejoice. I experienced now the value of health and 
other temporal bleffings, and the poffeflion of thefe excited in me 
frefh fentiments of gratitude, and demanded conftant returns of 
thankfulnefs and a, 

My heart was devoted to God; my thoughts centered in him, 
I feared neither the cenfures nor courted the applaufe of the 
world, I endeavoured to have in view the glory of God in all my 
words and aétions. I could fay with the Pfalmift, ‘* The Lord is 
my light and my falvation ; whom fhall I fear? The Lord is the 
ftrength of my life; of whom fhall I be afraid? As the hart 
panteth afier the water brooks, fo panteth my foul after thee, O 
God. Whom have I in Heaven but thee, and there is none upon 
earth I i in comparifon of thee. A day in thy courts is better 
than a thoffand; I had rather be a door-keeper in the ,houfe of 
my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickednefs; for the Lord 
is my Sun and my Shield ; the ftrength of my heart and my por- 
tion for ever.” 

Mr. Charles Wefley in one of his hymns, reprefents fo well 
the fate of the foul when newly converted to God, and his de- | 
{cription accords fo exaétly with my own feelings at the time, tha¢ 
J fhall make no apology for inferting it here. 


How happy are they 
Who the Saviour obey, | 
And have laid up their treafure above! 
Tongue cannot exprefs 
The {weet comfort and peace 
OF a foul in its earlieft love. 


That comfort was mine, 
When the favour divine 
J firft found in the blood of the Lamb ; 
When my heart it believ’d, 
What a joy I receiv’d, 
‘What a Heaven in Jefus’s name ! 
. Twas | 
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*Twas a Heaven below - 
My Saviour to know ; 

The angels could do nothing more 
Than fall at his feet, 
And the flory repeat, 

And the lover of finners adore. 


Jefus all the day long 

Was my joy and my fong : 
O that all his falvation might fee! 

He hath lov’d me, I cried, 

He bath fuffer’d and died, 
To redeem fuch a rebel as me. 


On the wings of his love 
} was carried above i 
All fin, and temptation, and pain, 
I could not believe 
That I ever fhould grieve, 
That I ever fhould fuffer again. 


Oh !. the rapturous height 
Of that holy delight 
Which I felt in his life-giving blood : 
Of my Saviour poffeit 
‘I was perfeétly bleft, 
“As if fill’d with the fulnefs of God. 


It is not to be wondered at, that my prefent condu& fhould ap- 
ear fo flrange in the eye of the world, as to lead many to fuppofe 
had loft my reafon and was befide myfelf. I found helefs, 
that I was equally capable of attending to bufinefs, and difcharg- 
ing the neceflary duties of my calling, with credit to myfelf and 
fatisfa€tion to others. But I am inclined to believe, that had this 
rapturous ftate of mind continued much longer, it would have 
been more than my ftrength could have fupported ; and it pleafed 
God that I foon became, more calm and campofed, and ] enjoyed 
a folid peace, which though lefs ecftatic, was infinitely fuperior 
to all the pleafures this world could afford, and which I would 
not have exchanged for the wealth of the Indies. This peace I 
ftill retain ; I praife God night and day; it is my meat and drink 
to do his will. I know that it is God that worketh in me both ta 
will and to do of his good pleafure ; to him therefore I afcribe all 
the glory of every action pleafing and acceptable in his fight ; 
** ] praife him far all that is paft, and | truft him for all that’s 
to come.” of 
I ftill however feel the neceflity of a watchful and praying: 

fpirit. I feel that though the power of fin be fubdued, yet, the 
hability to commit it ftill remains, and that when temptations 
aflail and crofles intervene, my temper is apt to be ruffled, emo- 
tions of an unpleafant kind arife in my breaft, which tend to 
humble me in the duft, and caufe me to apply earneftly to the 
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throne of grace, that God would renew my ftrength and eftablith 
my goings. $ . 

1 am thankful that God hath given me a tender confcience, and 
that the leaft omiffion of any known duty, as well as the com- 
miffion of any a€tual fin, fills me with remorfe and godly forrow. 
This teaches me that my dependant ftate, is an excellent prefer. 
vative againft prefumption and {piritual pride, and drives me con. 
tinually to that fountain which is ever open to the fincere penitent. 
** Every moment Lord I need the merit of thy death,” and frefh 
fupplies of grace. May that God who hath juitified me freely 
fanétify me wholly, and preferve my whole fpirit, foul, and body 
blamelefs, unto the coming of our Lord Jefus Chrift ! 

‘a = rir ee ay — freely and fully. I have dif- 
charged a duty which I thought incumbent. upon 
and Fieve Bie event to God Ssuerinkhase. - 

‘I cannot conclude without expreffing a grateful acknowledge. 
ment of the many marks of candour and liberality I have experi- 
enced from my friends, Ihave not only met with lefs oppofition 
than I expeéted, but I have been treated in many refpeéis with a 
degree of tendernefs and affetion, which I fear is not very coms 
monly difplayed on like occafions. God knows, that the only 
circumitance which has afforded me any uneafinefs, is, that m 


_ conduét fhould not altogether be approved of by thofe perfons, 


whom it is no lefs my intereft and inclination, than my duty to 
pleafe and obey. But if, “‘ when a man’s ways pleafe the Lord, 
he can make even his enemies to be at peace with him,” how 
much more may we expeét that he will eftablith union, harmony 
and love amongft thofe who are related to each other by the ties 
of nature and a long habit of focial intercourfe. 

I am your fincere friend, 


January 1, 1796. Disney ALEXANDER, 
| , DPPDLO PDL LLLP LLL OL LL 
Tuz NATURE anp PRACTICE or MERCY. * 
A Sermon on Luke VI. 96. 
* Be ye merciful, as your Father alfo is merciful.” 


(Tranflated from the French of John Frederick Nardin, Minifter of the Gofpet 
at Blamont, in the province of Lorraine, by Adam Clarke.*) 


WR a finner is redeemed from his iniquities, and brought 
into union with God through Chrift, he is born again, 
and adopted into the family of Heaven. By virtue of which new 


birth and adoption, he receives the imprefs of the Image of a 
An > 


_* In the following Szrmon I have endeavoured to imitate, as 
nearly as poffible, the ftyle of the original. If I have added a word 


er a fentence, it was to make the whole more intelligible, and con~ 
formable to what we deem the analogy of Faith, If the fame things 


appear, 


yo 


- 
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And, as in the courfe of nature, a child partakes of the difpofitions 
and inclinations of his father, fo he who is born of God partakes of 
the Divine Nature, and refembles his Father who is in heaven. It is 
‘on this account that St. Paul, in writing to the Ephefians, (ch. vi.) 
fays, Be ye followers, or imitators of God, as dear, or beloved 
children. From the. quality of Child of God, the Apoftle infers 
the neceffity of imitating him, becaufe all the children of God, 
enter by their new birth, into a conformity to him, by which they 
become his image, and imitators. Hence, fays the Apoitle, ‘‘ He 
who is joined to the Lord, is one fpirit with him ; ” therefore he 
fhould walk as Chrift hath walked. . 

For this very reafon, the Spirit of God ftyles thofe, children of 
the Devil, who have not been renewed after. the image of God, 
and who bear not in their hearts, and in their conduét the proper 
evidences of that renovation, ‘if you were children of Abra- 
ham,” faid our Lord to the iniquitous and hypocritical Jews, 
** you would do the works of Abraham : If God were your father, 

ou would love me: But ye are of your father the Devil, who 

is a lyar and a murderer from the beginning; and his works ye 
will do,” John viii. 41, 44. s 

One ot the effential qualities, by which the children of God 
hecome conformable to their heavenly Father, is Love manifefted 
by Mercy. ‘‘ God is Love : and he who dwelleth in love, dwel- 
eth in God, and God in him.” Gop isa God of Mercy, and 
he who is his child fhould be merciful as his Father who is in 
heaven is merciful. This, Jefus Chrift repeats often to his dif- 
ciples, and particularly inculcates in our text, in which he fhews 
us what are the Chara€ters and Produétions of that Mercy, by 
which the children of God are clothed. The information he 
gives us on this fubjeét, furnifhes us with matter to fpeak of 
Mercy, as an effential quality of the children of God, 

Here, we will examine, 
I. The Nature of this Virtue. 
II. Its Produétions and Effe&s. 

1. 1. To know the Nature of Mercy, we have only to con- 
fult the grammatical meaning of the Latin word Mifericordia, 
from which ours is derived.* It is compounded of two words 
miferans, pitying ; and cor, the heart; or, mi/eria cordis, pain of 


appear in two or three different places, and it might be fuppofed that 
I fhould have avoided tautology in the tranflation, if I found it in the 
original ; I anfwer, in thofe places, (and they are but few) there is fuch 
‘important matter conneéted with the repeated idea, that I could not re- 
jet the repetition without injuring the fubje&t, or new modeling the 
difcourfe, neither of which I found myfelf at liberty todo. 1 {cruple 
not to afhrm, that it is the very beft Sermon I have ever feen on the 
fubjeft. © May God make it a bleffing to all who read it! Amen. 
London, May 8, 1796. A. Crarxe. 
* Milericordia, eft agritudo ex miferia alterits injuria laborantis. 
Cie. Tufe. Qu. 4. 
~ heart — 
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heart. Mercy fuppofes two things ; 1ft. a diftreffed obje&; and 
edly. a difpofition of the heart through which it is affeéted at the 
fight of fuch an obje&t. This virtue therefore is no other than a 
lively emotion of the heart, which is excited by the difcovery of 
any creature's mifery, and fiach an emotion as manifefts itfelf out. 
wardly, by Produ€tions fuited to its nature. The Greek word 
eixtiguoves Which our Lord ufes in the text, is derived from obereigery 
to be tenderly affefted to; as a mother to her child, who feels her- 
felf cordially difpofed to fupply its wants, and comfort it in it’s 
mifery. In like manner, this heavenly grace difpofes its pros 
prietor to fupply his neighbour’s wants, and comfort him in his 
diftreffes. The other names which the Scriptures give to this 
virtue, tend much to make its nature known to us. It is termed 
sdzor, from the Hebrew Sim, fo be 2m" pain as a woman in travails 
or from $b ¢o cry or lament grievoufly, becaufe a merciful man 
enters into the miferies of his neighbour, weeps with, and feels 
for thofe who mourn, Again, that exquifite fenfibility which 

roduces an affe€&ting motion in the bowels at the fight of mifery, 
is frequently denominated Mercy, or Compaffion, in the New 
Teftament, hence a merciful man is termed evomawyyy; i. e. one of 
tender bowels, or one whofe bowels are cafily moved. On this ac- 
count St. Paul exhorts the believing Coloffians to put on bowels 
of compaffion, ch, iii. 12. ' 

Finally. The Scriptures term a merciful man omriguos from tine, 
which fignifies to be mz/d, reconcilable, ea/y to be appeafed, and ready 
to pardom, in order to prove, that a merciful man eafily forgets 
injuries ; pardons them voluntarily, and does not permit repeated _ 
returns of ingratitude to deter him from doing good to his neigh- 
- bour, which exafily correfponds to what St. Paul fays of Love, 
4 Cor. xiii. “ It is not provoked.” 

Thefe different names which the Scriptures give to Mercy, con- 
vey a juft and complete idea of its nature. This virtue therefore, 
is a fenfibility of heart excited by the mifery of another: it is an 
emotion of the bowels widely differing from affe€tation and con- 
ftraint.* That which comes from the heart is natural, free, and 
fincere ; it is nota languid, but an aé€tive and fenfible principle. 
This is the true chara€ter of Chriftian Mercy; not of that which 
fonfifts in a mere natural fenfibility, but of that which has for 


* The quality of Mercy is not ftrain’d ; 
It droppeth, as the gentle rain from heaven 
Upon the place beneath: it is twice blefs'd; - 
-It blefleth him that gives, and him that takes. 


Tho” Juftice be thy plea, confider this, 
That, im the courfe of Juftice, none of us 
‘Should fee Salvation: we do pray for Mercy; 
_ And that fame prayer doth teach us all to render 
_.. ©The deeds of Mercy. 
Wo. XIX. Sept. 1796. 
rae ~ gM 
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its principle the Love of Gon shed abroad in the heart by the 
Holy Ghoft. The mercy which runs from this fource is cordial, 
fincere, and a€tive : it willingly grants to the afflicted, the things — 
neceflary for his comfort: it does not manifeft itfelf merely in 
tongue, and in vain words, but in deeds, and in truth ; infomuch 
that the bowels which were before fhut up, open themfelves in 
favour of a diitreffed perfon, to give him the fuccour which his 
neceflities demand. 

Again, this Mercy of the children of God is perfevering in its 
aftivity, and zmpartial in its emotions; it does not permit itfelf 
to be turned afide by the unworthinefs, ingratitude, or wicked- 
nels even of the perfon who folicits it.. After the example of 
Him who caufes his fun to rife, and his rain to defcend on the 
evil and the good, it embraces all men; and although it interefts 
itfelf efpecially in behalf of the houfehold of faith, neverthelefs 
it excludes no perfon trom its attention. 

What completes the Defcription of the nature of Chriftian 
Mercy, is what Jefus Chrift adds in our text, when he fays, “ Be 
ye merciful, as your Father. who is in heaven is merciful.” By 
thefe words he intimates, that the Mercy of God. is both the 
Source anc Rule of that of his children. Our bleffed Lord there- 
fore informs us, that the mercy of his children is not a fimple 
natural quality, or a difpofition of the conftitution, but a divine 
quality, which proceeds from that new life which they have. ree 
ceived from their heavenly Father. 

It muft be allowed, that there is a fort of natural compaflion 
which is affeéted at the fight of an objeét, the external mifery a 
which ftrikes the fenfes: There are people who, although vicious 
and impious, are fo affeéted with the evils of another, as even to 
fhed tears; and who, in the frft moments of their emotion, are 
ready to facrifice all, in order to remove prefling evils : bits this 
natural compatlion does not continue; fooner or later it degene 
rates into coldnefs and indifference, when oppofed by ahs 
paffioss. When it is called upon to do good to thofe from whom 
it has received evil, or ingratitude, it cannot fupport itfelf againft 
refentment: Befides, this natural pity is only affeéted by tempo- 
ral and exterior miferies ; it does not underftand fpiritual a : 


nes. In all thefe refpects, it is widely different from the ees 


of the children of God. This mercy extends i ; 

to fpiritual evils; to fin and all its baleful ubceaile aaa 
it has for its principal objeéts ; thefe it deplores; and over the 
Perfon in whom they appear, the genutne Chriflian compaffionatel 
mourns. The great corruption in which it beholds the World 
plunged, overwhelms it with forrow.. But tobe clothed with 
this mercy, it is neceffary. to draw it from its Source, viz. fr 
that Divine Life which a man finds oniy in Chrift Jefus es ne 
ees co bis “atta who acknowledges with St. : aly 
the Mercy is which he has received, and in whofe 7 
of God is thed abroad by the Holy Spirit, finds hime herchy 


» . freed 


Paul, how great 


’ 
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freed from that leaven of Biétterne/s and Hatred, which a man 
naturally feels for his enemies, Having found grace before God, 
whofe enemy he was, he finds himfelf at the fame time recon- 
ciled to all creatures: He loves them all, he embraces them all. 
in the arms of charity, and he defires, and feeks the welfare.of 
all. Man in his natural flate, loves himfelf only: If he do not 
hate al] men, he is indifferent about them: If he be obliged to 
teftify friendfhip to any perfon, it is fecretly reflected on himfelf, 
where felf-love, honour, intereft, pleafure, or fome other paffion, 
requires it. But when the Life of Chrift has been manifefted in 
_the foul, its mildnefs corre&ts the har/hne/s, Sourne/s, and bitter~ 
ne/s of the natural man: Then, and then only, is the heart 
filled with love and mercy towards all men: Then, are we dif- 
pofed to divide our bread, and our falvation, with all men; with, 
even our ungrateful enemies. 7 
Jefus Chrift, in exhorting us to be merciful as our Father wha 

25 in heaven is merciful, fhews us the Model by which the mercy, 
of his children fhould be regulated. The mercy of our heavenly 
Father is the ftlandard of our’s, You, doubtlefs, know, that the, 
Word as, does not always imply a perfeét refemblance, as if be- 
lievers ought to poffefs mercy in as eminent a degree, and in as, 
abundant a meafure, as Gop poffeffes it. No. The intention of 
our Saviour is, to lead man to fuch a conformity to God, as is 
proportioned to the capacities of a limited creature, who is at the 
fame time fupported by the flrength of grace. Therefore when 
our Lord fays, ‘‘ Be ye merciful as your heavenly Father,” he 
intimates, that the mercy of the children of God fhould be regu- 
lated by that which he has pointed out. Now confider, that the 
mercy of God is a general, and zmpartial mercy, which is extend- 
ed to all meni, to the wicked as well as to the good, although in 
a different manner, and relative to their refpective difpofitions : 
Such alfo is the mercy of his children ; it is not reftrained to in- 
dividuals, but it embraces all the Human Race. Real Chriftians 
fee] an inclination of foul to do good to all, and they exercife 
their charity and compaflion toward their greateft enemies. On 
this point Jefus Chrift principally infifts in this chapter, in, de- 
{cribing to his difciples the charaéter which fhould diftinguifh them 
trom worldiings, which charaéter is Charity and Mercy, even to- 
wards thofe wao hate, and perfecute them. ‘* Love your enemies, 
fays he; do good unto them who hate you ; blefs them who curie 


you; and pray for them who perfecute and revile you. For if © 


only them who love you, what thank have ye? Do not 
eta va thofe who love as Therefore I fay unto you, 
Love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again, 
and you {hall be the children of the Moft High.” Here our Lord 
clearly points out, that the mercy of his difciples fhould be Jjncere, 
fotally difengaged from every motive of felf-love, intereft, conte 


gMes 
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of revenge, hatred and bitternefs.* And fuch indeed the mercy 
of the children of God is which has been produced in their hearts 
by the Holy Spirit. For the utmoft exertions of nature cannot 
attain to the point of fincerely loving our enemies, of loving 
perfons who oppofe us ; who do us evil, and who repay our kind- 
neffes with ingratitude ; on the contrary, we hate them, we avoid 
them, and perhaps defire fecretly their ruin at the time when we 
are making proteftations, and external demonftrations of friendfhip. 
The children of God alone, have mercy and difinterefted love, 
and by thefe graces they are diftinguifhed from natural men? 
“That you may be, fays our Lord, the children of your Father 
who is in heaven,” Mat. v. 45. ; eae 

Should any one fay, “ Tke mercy of true believers ought to be 
fo impartial as to admit no diftinétion of fubjeéts, and give no 
preference to the good above the wicked.” To this I reply, 
The mercy of God’s-children has its bounds and rules. In the 
order of charity,,the members of Jefus Chrift fhould poffefs the 
firft place ; but this need not hinder benevolence and beneficence 
to others: Should a man love a brother in Chrift more tenderly 
with whom he has a union of. heart founded in the love and grace 
of God, it does not follow from this, that.he fhould not love 
thofe who are ftrangers to God, and who even perfecute his peo- 
ple. True mercy extends to all men, it wifhes their welfare, and 
does good according to its power, even to its greateft enemies 3 
but it muft be acknowledged that it has more tender inclinations. 
for thofe with whom it has thofe fpiritual engagements which are 
to laft to.Eternity, and who are difciples of the fame Mafter, 
members of the fame body, children of the fame father, domel- 
tics of the fame houfe, and heirs of the fame kingdom. “ Let 
us do good unto all, fays St. Paul, but efpecially to the houfes 
hold of Faith,” Gal. vi. 10. 

The Mercy of God is not only general in its extent, and impar- 
tia] in its choice, but it is alfo conffant in its emotions ; it is not 
difeouraged, and never ceafes todo good. That of his children 
is a ftream from the fame fource, a faithful copy from the fame 
3 ya ae Their mercy is not as a ftream which runs at intervals, 
an dries up again. It is a river, whofe fource is the Sea of 
infinite Love, the pure water of which cannot be hindered from 
flowing, by all the oppofitions of its enemies. In fpite of all the 
¢ontrary Paflions which fatan endeavours to raife up in the heart 
in oppofition to all the carnal confiderations which he withes it 


‘* All the fouls that were, were forfeit once ; 
And he who might the vantage beft have took, 
Found out the Remedy. How would you be, 
ir he, which is the top of Judgment, fhould 
But judge you as you are? Qh! think on that, 
And Mercy then will breathe within your lips, 
Like Man new-made, 
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to attend to in reprefenting, fometimes the unworthinefs and 
wickednefs of the objeéts, at other times the attention one fhould 
pay to the prefervation of his honour, this facred ftream ceafes not ° 
to flow, it follows its own inclination, and regulating its courfe by 
that of its heavenly Father, it continues to do good even to the 
moft unworthy, and far from being overcome by evil, it overcomes 
evil with good, 

This is a new trait which puts the greateft difference between 
the mercy of the children of Gop, and that of the children of 
this world. It is utterly out of the power of nature to exercife a 
mercy fo indefatigable, nature is too inconftant, it is too foon 
wearied with well-doing. The moft tender of its affe€tions are 
foon fpent, becaufe they proceed from a fource which mutt foon 
dry uP, being ftifled in their origin by felf-love. In this refpe@ 
therefore, there muft be a great difference between chriftian mercy 
and that which is purely human, between that which is produced by 
the operations of grace, and that which proceeds from nature. 
Here as every where elfe, we may affert with St. Paul, ** that the 
carnal mind is not fubje& to the Law of Gop, neither indeed can 
it be.” 

After having examined the Nature and Charaéter of genuine 

mercy, it is neceffary to remark on the whole, that this virtue muft 
come fupernaturally from Gop, who is the fource of it; and that 
it muft be communicated by the Holy Spirit, when the manis born 
again. Obferve therefore, that when a finner repents and believes, 
he finds grace before God, and is reconciled to him, by the blood 
of Chrift, our only Mediator and Saviour ; he is made a new crea- 
ture, and receives from the Father a new heart, filled with humili« 
ty, mercy, and love; and being born of Gop, he finds no diffiz 
culty to exercife himfelf in thefe graces. He feels compaflion. for 
thofe miferable fouls, which tho’ created for the glory of Gon, 
and redeemed’ by fo great a price, are eftranged from that fountain 
of happinefs by their impenitence and rebellion. You, therefore, 
who remark by the detail already given of the charaéters and 
Nature of this facred virtue, that it is not yet in you, goto the 
Source without delay; afk it from your heavenly Father, beg him 
to lead you by his Spirit to Jefus, the Son‘of his Love, to the end 
that embracing him by faith, you may find through him, a Right 
to become thé children of Gop, and then, in feeling his mercy, 
you will learn to be merciful as your Father who is 1h heaven is 
» merciful. Be in earneft, and Gop will pour into your fouls the 
fweet influences of his grace, which will quench the fire of your 
evil paffions and fill your hearts will gentlenefs, patience, and 
beve, Amen. e ; ; 


[ To be concluded in the next. ] 


[4307] 
“The Life of Mrs. Mary CuurcuMan ; containing an account 
of her converfion, and the difficulties fhe underwent from her 


own family, until the Lord appeared-in her favour, and turned 
every one of them to himfelf. 


GREEABLE to what my parents educated me in, I was 
zealous for the eftablifhed church, and thought all fanatics 
who diffented from it. I had much prejudice againft diffenters, 
and a great inclination to perfecute them. There lay a way through 
my father’s yard, for Mrs. M. a pious woman, to go to the meet- 
ing, which fhe did every Lord’s-day. I really thought it my duty 
to fet my father’s dog to moleft her; and ufed fometimes to encou- 
rage him for half a mile together, with the moft bitter inveétives, 
as faying, ‘* My dog would fmell the blood of a fanatic, &c.” The 
cur, though curfed to others, yet-fuch was the preventing provi- 
dence of God, that he never once faftened upon this gracious per- 
fon; notwithftanding, for fome time, I conftantly made it my bu-: 
finefs to fet him upon her. 

When I was about eighteen years of age, it pleafed the Lord to 
lay on me a languithing fit of ficknefs, which raifed in me fome 
promilfes of a new life; and when recovered, -at the perfuafion of 
a neighbour, who had been very ufeful to me in my illnefs, I 
went with her to hear that great man of God Mr. Holcroft.* He ° 
preached powerfully of hell and judgment, which made me trem- 

_ ble, and fecretly wifh I had never came there, Every time he 
named the name of Chrift, it was terrible as the thunder and 
lightening upon Mount Sinai. _ I wifhed myfelf covered with the. 
mountains, and looked upon Chrift as my terrible judge and ene-~ 
my. This trouble I vented in floods of tears, and many wifhes 
that I had never been born, and that I had never came there; for 
now, thought I, they will think me one of themfelyes, which I 
at that time was fully refolved againft. I feemed now to like their 
perfons worfe than ever. Satan alfo fuggefted, what would my re« 
lations fay ? they. muft never know that I had been at a meeting, 
and the like. 

Thus in great hurry and confufion I fat till fervice was ended. 
After fermon, ftaying for my neighbour, the minifter came to me, 
and afked, Where I lived ? who I was? and whether 1 knew any 
thing of the Lord Jefus Chrift, &c.? But fuch was my ignorance, 
and {uch the hurry and confufion of my mind, that dark was my 
anfwer; I told him, I believed the world was at an end. Home. 
I came, and not one ward did I {peak to my neighbour, but was 
very angry in my. mind, that fhe fhould ever afk me to come 
amongft the dilfenters.. I grew worfe and worfe, infomuch, that 
my mother fent for a doftor, fearing that 1 fhould be melancholy, 
which indeed greatly incteafed upan me. This was_in the reign 


* Mr. Holcroft was one of the ejeGted minifters, and afterwards 
. - . . . . OF of ; 
congregation in Cambridgefhire ; in which county, as well as in ate pine 
Places, he was remarkably ufeful, both for the conyerfion and comfart of many. 
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of king Charles II. at which time they were bringing in Popery at 
@ great pace. 

The next opportunity which prefented, I had an inclination to 
$0 to the meeting again, which I did, but very privately. My 
mother began to miftruft me, and repeated her charge, warning 
meé not to go among fuch fort of creatures as fanatics; for I be- 
lieve, faid fhe, they bewitch people into their perfuafions. How- 
ever I went on a week day, and the fame,minifter preached.. He 
was a good Samaritan to me that day. The Spirit of the Lord 
fhone round about me. O then I faw the Lord Jefus become my 
hufband! He was to me a hiding-place from the ftorm and tem- 
pelt, to which I faw my guilty and polluted nature bad expofed 
me. O happy day indeed! I found him, who a little before ap- 
peared as a terrible judge, was become my beloved, and I knew 
that I was his. O inexpreffible joy! he was as a bundle of myrrh 
to my foul. I had not only here a little and there a little, but I 
had every where much. I had every thing I wanted to my depreffed 
fpirits. I well knew I fhould meet hard things from my relations, 
but could now pray, “ Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do.” 

As foon as my father and mother knew that I went to the meet- 
ing, fatan was in a great rage. My father was then high conftable, 
and had an order from the juftices to return all the names of thofe 
who frequented the meetings. This made it an hard thing for his 
own daughter to be a fanatic, which was what he could not bear. 
And this alfo increafed my difficulty in getting out on the Lord’s- 
day ; which notwithftanding I fometimes did, and have walked 
eight, ten, yea, twelve miles to a meeting. If my father at any 
time underftood where I was gone, he {pent .ue day in nothing but 
oaths and curfes, and refolves to murder me. My mother, though 
an enemy to fanatics, would frequently fend a fervant to meet me 
before I could reach home, to tell me not to appear till my father 
was gone to bed; and I often hid myfelf ina wood-ftack, where 
J have feen him pafs by, with a naked knife in his hand, declaring 
he would kill me before he flept. ; ats. 

In this bondage I lived for one year, but the Lord carried on his 
work with much power, and enabled me to declare in Zion what 
he had done for my foul, which I did on a-Lord’s-day, as the 
manner then was, I had fome fear indeed left my parents fhould 
hear of it, which they did within a fortnight after, by means of a 
bafket woman, who afked my mother, if fhe had not a daughter ? 
fhe anfwered, Yes, ** O, faid the woman, I heard her preach fuch 
afermon at Mildred*, as raifed the admiration of all who heard 
her.” This my mother obliged her to atteft before my father and 
me; who no fooner heard of it, but he immediately turned me 
out of doors, not fuffering me to carry any thing with me, except. 
_ the clothes on my back. — 

_ * Near Melbourn, in Cambridgefhire, where her experience was given in, 


_ and which the woman nacant by her preaching a fermon, 
bt =. aa I went 
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I went to.a pious gentleman’s about four miles diftant from my 
father’s, who had often told me I fhould be welcome to his houfe, 
where my employ fhould be to be the governefs to his children. 
But there the Lord was pleafed to try me greatly at my fetting out. 
My miftrefs, though a good woman, foon became uneafy, think- 
ing her bufband thewed me too much favour. She was fuffered to 
carry it very cruelly towards me, ordering my lodging with the 
meaneft of the fervants, and my diet likewife as coarfe as theirs. 
It being atime of {carcity of provifions, we under fervants lived 
chiefly upon barley bread. 1 was obliged to borrow for neceflary 
change of linen, nor did I know, for months together, what it was 
to have one penny in my pocket. . : : 

This great change of living, together with the grief of being 
banifhed from my father’s houfe, brought me fo low, that a fore 
fit of ficknefs enfued. My life not being long expeéted, the gen- 

tleman fent a meffenger to acquaint my mother that I had a great 
" defire to fee her; but as foon as the meffenger informed my father, 
he replied, if he did not immediately get out of his yard he would 
fhoot him dead. However, about a fortnight after my mother fent 
me a box of wearing apparel, which I received with thefe words 
on my thoughts, Matt. vi. 32, ‘ For your heavenly Father knowe 
eth that ye have need of all thefe things.” 

I Jived in this place with difficulty three years, but in all that 
time never knew what it was to. have one barren fabbath. I thought 
my mercies equal to the children of Ifrael’s. I gathered my manna 
on the fabbath, and it always lafted {weet and good : it never cloy- 
ed, and I was always hungry ; infomuch that I thought, if feeing 
and hearing the faints fome times here was fo pleafant, what mu 
it be to dwell for ever with them above!’ I was placed among 
thofe, where indeed I had frequent opportunities of being convin- 
ced, that good men are fubje& to like paflions with others. This 
grieved me, but God did me good by fuch difappointments, for 
hereby he brought me more off from the creature to the Creator. 

The year following, providence placed me twenty miles another — 
way, where I obtained Jofeph’s charaéter, and a Jofeph’s promo= 
tion, being greatly valued by many noble families, and efpecially 
the lady M, who told me fhe loved me years before fhe was per- 
fonally acquainted with me. She gave me of her liberality, and 
maintained chriftian communion with me. One remark this lady 
made I very well remember, {peaking of the fuitablenefs of the 
Spirit’s applying the word to all ranks and conditions, ‘It is well 
faid, faith the, in holy writ, “ not many noble are called ;” had it 
ji expreffed not any noble, what a condition muft I have been 
in! ; 

’ Perfecution now came on apace; the diffenters could have no 
meetings but in woods and corners. I myfelf have feen our com- 
panies often alarmed with drums and foldiers ; every one was fined 
five pounds a month for being in their company. Here God left 
me to tagger; fatan fuygefted, if you give your body to be burned, 
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have not charity, it is nothing. But the greater the temptation 

© greater was the deliverance, from. thofe words, Rev. vii. 14. 

* Thefe are they which came out of great tribulation, and. have 

_ Wathed’ their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb.” Alfo chap. vi. 11.‘ And white robes were given to 
every one of them,” &c. Bleffed be God, fatan by his affaults 
only bruifed my heel,. my head 1:emained-whole, 

While EF was in this family, the commiffioners came and fearched 
for minifters. Mr. B. the gentleman of the houfe, and Mr, Hol- 
croft, were afleep in a private arbour. I ran with fome difficulty 
and awoke them, and they made their efcape through the hedge: 
but as I returned the officers {urprifed me. They went and found 
fome flips of their clothes on the hedges, which. made them roar ° 
like blood- hounds ; after which they cameand feized a whole houfe 
of goods. Thefe men were major T. and colonel C. 

But the great trial now came on, they found and feized my bee 
loved paftor Mr. Holcroft, and carried. him to Cambridge-caftle; 
yet even there the Lord appeared wonderfully for him ; he preach 
ed, and many. fouls were converted in that place. Now,God was 
with us much: he was indeed as a pillar of fire by.night,.and a 
cloud by day. And, O! how do I remember his loving kindnefs 
to me the leaft of all faints! He not only delivered me from all 
my fears, but even death itfelf; nay, the very flames with which 
we were threatened were made familiar to me. I was enabled to 
fay, ** O death, where is thy fling?’ The Lord was a covert from 
that florm and tempeft, and a flrong rock in that day of trouble. , 

Mr. B. with whom I lived, had a call to Holland; and. as the 
perfecution was very threatening in England, he thought it his 
duty to accept the call. He gave me an invitation to go with him, 
affuring me that all things fhould be in common... As I well knew 
my circumftances were very precarious, not baving any where to 
hide my head, when this worthy family was gone, this drew,me 

_ into great firaits, I fought the Lord time after time on this account, 
and it feemed as if he was providing for me in another Jand. Grace 
taught me my duty to my parents, though they were enemies to 
the crofs of Chrift. Accordingly l'acquainted them with this ins - 
vitation, and that I fhould comply with it, unlefs their commands 

_ were to the contrary.” | added in my letter, I fhould be all obedi- 

ent to them, faving in matters relating to my God: and though I 

_ had not been permitted to fee them for feven years paft, yet could 
affure them, my affe@tions for them were the fame as ever. I beg- 

_ ged they would confider of it, and let me know in eight days time, 

_for all things were ready to embark in a fortnight. 


Not hearing from them in the time I fet, I took their filence for’ - 


_aconfent, and fo prepared ‘all things ready for my journey, and 
- fet out with my kind friends. Juft before we reached Harwich, * 
_ where we were to take fhipping, a meffenger from my father over= 
took me with a letter; the contents of which were as follows; ~- 
bo Oe sehtgs Sept. 1796602653. 0 Dhatccne~ : 


: 
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* That if I would come home, | fhould have my liberty to worfhip 
God in my own way; but as to my leaving’ the land, this was what 
they could not bear ; therefore without fail I muft come back with 
the meffenger ;” Which I did. Great was the forrow of parting 
with my friends, but my duty to my parents furmounted all. j 
I no fooner entered my father’s houfe, but my mother, in receiv- 
ing me, fainted away. My father alfo, though a man of great 
foirits, offered to fall on his knees, to afk my pardon for his for- 
mer cruelty. O amazing work of fovereign grace!’ When our 
‘ways pleafe the Lord, he makes our enemies to be at peace with 
us. My father immediately told me, I fhould’have my liberty in 
matters relating tomy God. I then offered my obedience to them 
both on my knees. “Ac fupper there was not a mouthful eaten but 
with tears. I-well knew that my God had appeared to my father 
in my behalf, as he did to Laban of old, and applied Jacob’s pro; 
mife to myfelf, Gen. xxxitl. 12, “ Thou faidft, I will furely. 
_ do thee good.” -The next fabbath my father came into my cham- 
ber by break of day, and told me I fhould have a horfe and a man 
to wait on me to the meeting. ; 
* ‘There now appeared a great reformation in the-whole family. | 
_ My father feared to fin for fear of grieving his daughter, and in - 
@ little time left off drinking, which was the fore-runner of all 
other evils. Now I thought I could give my very body to be burn- 
ed for the fouls of my dear relations. The Lord granted my re- 
queft on their behalf. In a few years I had not only the pleafure 
ot feeing the converfion of my three brothers, but of feeing them 
alfo eminently ufeful. I found my ‘God referved his greateit' mer- - 
cies for my greatelt trials, for at the death of my dear fifler, 1 had 
not only the comfort of witneffing her converfion, but. the great 
fatisfa€tion of feeing my dear father and mother alfo converted to 
the faith of Jefus. Yea, fuch was the power and goodnefs’ of God, 
that ‘he left not fo much ‘as a hoof behind in the whole family. 
Surely now I may fay, that nothing but goodnefs and mere 
hath followed me all the days of my lite. When-we had free li- 
berty from popery and flavery under our great deliverer King Wil- 
liam III. ‘many were the favours which I enjoyed. God give me 
the beft and tendereft of hufbands ; ‘a prophet of the Lord indeed, 
whofe good inftruétions abide with my children to this day. In 
fhort, the Lord has fanétified every trial to me, and followed me 
with pleafure and comfort in'my old age. eae 
* * MARY ‘CHURCHMAN. 
_ This excellent chriftian was fubje& to much affli€tion of body in 
the latter part of /her life, but in the general fhe was very lively in 
her foul. At the age of feventy-four fhe had fome neat views of 
her approaching diffolution ; and the laf time fhe came down ftairg 
which was four days before her death, fhe {aid, that for months aft, 
fhe had converfed with the Lord, as it were, face to face, in her pri. 
vate retirement; yea, faid fhe, fuch hath been my near communion 
with my God, that he hath already given me the white robe, as an 
eaineit of my ftanding before his throne. . Her 
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» Her memory was very quick, and her underftanding clear. She 
= choice advice toher children with the utmoft caution and ten- 

ernefs. She faid that fhe had not the leaft concern about future 
events, for now fhe believed that the Lord did all things well. It 
rejoiced her that Chrift was the great God and the King of peace, 
and that the government was upon his fhoulders. The evening 
before fhe died, fhe called one of her children, and, though her 


peek a little faultered, fhe expreffed herfelf thus: “1 have now, - 
al 


th fhe, new comfort, which furpaffeth all my former experience, 
from thofe words, Heb. vii. 25, ‘* Wherefore he is able to fave 
them to the U:termoft that come unto God by him.” O, faid fhe, 
that word Uitermoit, is gone into heaven before me! I now re- 
member the days of my efpoufals, when I foliowed him in the 
wildernefs, and when I was banifhed from my father’s houfe, then 
my God faved me to the Unermott ; he faved me to the Uttermoft, 
in all his providences, when in a married flate ; he faved me to 
the Uttermoft in all my children ; he faved me to the Uttermolt in 
the ftate of my widowhood ;_he hath faved me to the Uctermoft in 
all my afflictions, and now he faves me to the Uitermoft in my 
ficknefs! Yea, this High-prieft, faves my faith, again{t ail the 


affaults of fatan, on my death-bed. As man he fuffered, as God 


he faves to the Urtermoft.” 

After this the turned herfelf to her neighbours, who were weep- 
ing, and faid, “ Here is a word for you, Chrift faves to the Utter- 
moft:” And then addreffing herfelf to her child, fhe faid, ““O 
my dear child! I want to take you with me to heaven, but Chrift 
will fave you to the Uitermoft. You have been the gift of God 
‘to me, but, wherein you have been ufeful, take heed of pride, for 
you have a corrupt nature.” After giving charge concernin her 
funeral, fhe added, ‘God will be with you m child,” and fell 


afleep in the arms of her daughter. Thus the Lord favoured hers. , 


with an eafy paflage to the manfions of glory. She departed this 
- dife, Jan. 12, 1734, in the 8oth year of her age, and was interred 


at Saffron-Walden, in Effex. 
Perici od oy 
Extra& of Captain Buicu’s Voyage. 
[ Concluded from page 336. } 


FTER eight o’clock, Mr. Samuel and Mr. Peckover went out 
: A to watch for turtle, and three men went to the eaft key to ended. 


| “your to catch birds. The others complaining of being fick, took their | 


“yet. About midnight the bird party returned, with only twelve noddies, 
~ abird about the fize of a pigeon: but if it had not been for the folly 
‘and obftinacy of one of the party, who. feparated from the other two, 


‘nd difturbed the pind Oey might have caught a great number. I now 
: m3 li 


“went in fearch of the. turtling party, who had taken great pains, but 
: -without fuccefs. This, however, did not furprife me, as it was not to 
ee ee Be es A be” 


me 


' 


436, Captain Bricn’s Voyage. 

be expeéted that turtle would come near us after the noife- which was 
gnade at the beginning of the evening in extinguifhing the fire. I there- 
fore defired them to come’ back, but they requefted to flay a little lon- _ 
ger, as they ftill hoped to find fome before day-light : they, however, 
returned by three o’clock, without any reward for their labour. The 
birds we half dreffed, which, with a few clams, made the whole of the 
fupply procured here. I tied up a few gilt buttons and fome pieces of © 
iron tdja tree, for any of the natives that might come after us; and, 
‘happily finding my invalids much better for their night’s reft, I got 
every one into the boat, and departed by dawn of day. At noon I 
divided fix birds, and iffued one 25th of a pound of bread, with half 
a pint of water, to each perfon for dinner, and I gave half a glafs of 
wine to Mr. Nelfon, who was now fo far recovered as to require no 
other indulgence. ; ; ; 

We arrived about fun-fet, at an ifland and took fhelter for the night 
under a fandy point, which was the only part we could land at: I was 
therefore under the neceffity to put up with rather a wild fituation, and 
flept in the boat. Neverthelefs I fent a party away to fee what could 
be got, but they returned without any fuccefs. They faw a great num- 

-ber of turtle bones and fhells, where the natives had been feafting, and 
their-laft vifit feemed to be of late date. The ifland was covered with 
wood, but-in other refpeéts a lump of rocks. 1 now aflured every one 
that we fhould be clear of New Holland im the afternoon. As an addi- 
tion to our dinner of bread and water, I ferved to each perfon fix oyfters. 

June 4, A frefh gale at S E, and fair weather. At two o’clock, as 
we were fteering to the S W, towards the wefternmoft part of the land 
in fight, we fell in with fome large fand-banks that run off from the 

coaft, " At four o’clock, a {mall ifland was feen bearing W, at which I 
arrived before dark, and found that it was only a rock, where boobies 
refort, for which reafon I called it Booby ifland. A fmill key alfo lies 
‘clofe to the W part of the coaft, which I have called Shoal Cape, 
Here términated the rocks and fhoals of the N part of New Holland. 
At eight o’clock in the evening, we once more launched into the open 
ocean. “Miferable as our fituation was in every refpeé&, I was fecretly 
furprifed to fee that it did not. appear to affeft any one fo ftrongly as 
mylelf; on the contrary, it feemed as if they had embarked on a voy- 
age to Timor, ina veffel {ufficiently calculated for fafety and convenience, 
So much confidence gave me great pleafure, and I may affert that to 
this caufe ther prefervatjon is chiefly to be attributed; for if any one 
of them had defpaired, he would moft probably have died before we 
reached New Holland. i 
I now gave every one hopes that eight of ten days might bring us t 
2 land of fafety; and, after praying to God for 3 couRitlanbe offi 
nel gracious Rae peeves an allowance of water for {uppér, 
and kept my courfe to the W, to countera& fou vi 
‘in cafe they fhould blow ftrong. : ne mee y wae 
_ We had been juft fix days on the coaft of New Holland, in the courfe 
of which we found oyfters, a few clams, fome birds, and water. By 
perhaps a benefit nearly equal to this we received from, not having fa- 
tigue in the boat, and enjoying good-reft at night. efe advantagés 
certainly preferved our lives; for, fmall’as the fupply was, ‘am very 
rin nature 
would 


fenfible how much it relieved our’diftreffes, About’ this 
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would have funk under the extremes of hunger and fatigue, Some 
would have ceafed to ftruggle for a life that only promifed wretchédnefs 
and mifery ; while others, though poffeffed of more bodily ftrength, 
muft foon have followed their unfortunate companions. Even in our 
‘prefent fituation, we were moft wretched {peétacles; yet our fortitude 
and fpirit remained; every one being encouraged by the hopes of a 
{peedy termination to his mifery. For my own part, wonderful as it 
may appear, I felt neither extreme hunger nor thirft. My allowance 
tontented me, knowing I could have no more. I ferved one 25th ofa 
Fr of bread, and an allowance of water, for breakfaft, and. the 
ame for dinner, with an addition of fix oyfters to each perfon. esl 
June 5. Fair weather with fome fhowers, and a {trong trade wind 
at ES E. This day we faw a number of water-{nakes, that were ringed 
yellow and black, and towards noon. we pailed a great deal of rock- 
weed. Though the weather was fair, we were conttantly fhipping water 
and two men always employed to bale the boat. . Served one © 5th of a 
pound of bread, anda quarter of a pint of water for breakfaft; the 
fame for dmner, with an addition of fix oyfters ; for fupper water only. 
~- Jane 6. Fair weather, with fome fhowers, anda frefh gale at SE, 
and ESE. Conttantly fhipping- water and baling. In the evening a 
few boobies came about us, one of which I caught with my hand. The 
blood was divided among three of the men who were weakeft, but thes 
bird I ordered to be kept for our dinner the next day. Served a quarter 
‘of a pint of water for fupper, and to fome, who were moft in need, 
half a pint. In the courie of the night we fuffered much cold and 
fhiverings. At day-light, I found that fome of the clams, which had 
been hung up to dry for fea-ftore, were ftolen; but every one moft fo- 
lemnly denied having any knowledge of it. This forenoon we faw a 
gannet, a fand-lark, and fome water-fnakes, which im general were 
from two to three feet long. Served the ufual allowance of bread and 
water for breakfaft, and the fame for dinner, with the bird, which I 
diftributed in the ufual way. 
Sunday, June 7. Frefh gales and fair weather till eight in the even- 
ing. The remaining part of the 24 hours fqually, with much wind at 
» SSE and ESE, anda high fea, fo that we were conftantly wet and- 
_ baling. In the afternoon, I took an opportunity of examining again 
‘into our ftore of bread, and found remaining 19 days allowance, at my 
former rate of ferving one 25th of a pound three times a day: there- 
fore, as I faw every profpeé of a quick paflage, I again ventured to 
grant an allowance for fupper, agreeable to my promife at the time it 
_ was difcontinued. We pafied the night miferably wet and cold, and in 
» the morning I heard heavy complaints of our deplorable fituation. The 
_ fea was high and breaking over us. I could only afford the allowance 
“of bread and water for breakfaft; but for dinner I gave an ounce of 
. dried clams ch perfon, which was all that remained. - 
June 8. © This day the fea ran. very high, and we were continually 
"wet, fuffering much Cold in the night. I now remarked that Mr. Led: 
ward, the furgeon, and Lawrence Lebogue, an old hardy feaman, were 
giving way v ft. “I could only affift them by a tea-fpoonful or two 


‘of wine, ¥ had carefully faved, oF ne fuch a melancholy ne- 
a ng m the’ others I obferved more than a common 
leep, which feemed to indicate’ that nature was almoft 

gee exhaufted, 
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exhaufted, . Served the ufual allowance of bread and water at fuppety 
breakfaft, and dinner. : 
June 9. Wind S E, The weather being moderate, I ftéered W by 
S. At four in the afternoon we caught a {mall dolphin, the firft relief 
of the kind we obtained. I iffued about two ounces to each perfon, in- 
- cluding the offals, and faved the remainder for dinner the next day. 
Towards evening the wind frefhened, and it blew ftrong all night, fo 
that we {hipped much water, and fuffered greatly from the wet and 
cold. At day-light, as ufual, I heard much complaining, which my 
own feelings convinced me was too well founded. I gave the furgeon 
and Lebogue a little wine, but I could give no farther relief, than’ af 
furances that a very few days longer, at our prefent fine rate of failing, 
would bring us to Timor. Gannets, boobies, men of war and tropic 
birds, were conftantly about us. Served the ufual allowance of bread 
and water, and at noon dined on the remains of the dolphin, which 
amounted to about an ounce per man, 

‘June 10.° Wind ESE. Frefh gales and fair weather, but a con- 
tinuance of much fea, which, by breaking almoft continually over the 
boat, made us miferably wet, and we had much cold to endure in the 
night. This afternoon I fuffered great ficknefs from the oily nature of 
part of the ftomach of the fifh, which had fallen to my-fhare at dinner, 

_ At fun-fet I ferved an allowance of bread and water for {upper. In the 
morning, a‘ter a very bad night, I could fee an alteration for the worfe 
in more than half my people, The ufual allowance was ferved for 
break faft and dinner. 

June 11. Birds and rock-weed fhowed that we were not far from 
land; but I expeéted fuch figns muft be here, as there are many iff 

' between the eaft part of Timor and New Guinea. I however hoped to 
fall in with Timor every hour, for I had great apprehenfions that fome 

of my ae is could not hold out. An extreme weaknefs, {welled legs, 
hollow and‘ghaftly countenances, great propenfity to fleep, with an ap- 
parent debility of underftanding, feemed to me melancholy prefeges of 
their approaching diffolution. The furgeon and Lebogue, in particular, 
were moft miferable objeéts. I occafionly gave them a few tea-fpoonfuls 
of wine, out of the little I had faved for this dreadful ftage, which no 
doubt greatly helped to fupport them. For my own part, a great fhare 
of fpirits, with the hopes of being able to accomplifh the voyage, feem- 
ed to be my principal {upport ; but the boat{wain very innocently told 
me, that he really thought I looked worfe than any one in the boat, 
The fimplicity with which he uttered fuch an opinion diverted me, and 
I had good humour enough to return him a better compliment. - At 
noon I had little doubt of having paffed the meridian of the eaftern part 
of Timor: This diffufed univerfal joy and fatisfaGtion. } 
June 12. Frefh breezes and fine weather, but very hazy. All the 
afternoon we had feveral gannets, and many other bir out us, that 
indicated we were near land, and at fun-fet we kept a very anxious look- 
out. In the evening we caught a booby, which I referved for our din- 
ner the next day. At three in the morning, with an.excefs of jOYs we. 
difcovered Timor bearing from W SW to WN W, and I hauled 
a wind to the NN E till day-light, when the land bote from S W 
S about two leagues to NE by |N feven leagues. Its not po 
me to defcribe the pleafure which the bleffing off the fight 
; : 2 
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fofed among us. It appeared fcaree credible, that in an open boat, and 
fo poorly provided, we fhould have been able to reach the coatt of 
‘Timor in forty-one days after leaving Tofoa, having in that time run, 
by our’ log, a diftance of 3618 miles, and that, notwithftanding our 
extreme diftrefs, no one fhould have perifhed in the voyage. 

, L have already mentioned, that I knew not where the Dutch {ettle. 
ment was fituated; but I had a faint idea that it was at the S W part 
of the ifland. J therefore, after day-light, bore away along fhore to 
the SS W, and the more readily as the wind would not fuffer us to go 
towards the N E without great lofs of time. 

The day gave usa moft agreeable profpe& of the land, which was 
imterfperfed with woods and lawns; the interior part mountainous, but 
the fhore low. Towards noon the coaft became higher, with fome re- 
markable head-lands, We were greatly delighted ‘with the general look 
of the country, which exhibited many cultivated {pots and beautiful 
fituations ; but we could only fee a few {mall huts, whence I concluded 
no European refided in this part of the ifland. Much fea ran on the 
fhore, fo that landing. with a boat was impracticable. With the ufual 
allowance of bread and water for dinner, I divided the bird we had 
caught the night before, and to the furgeon and Lebogue I gave a little 
wine. 

_ June 1g. Frefh gales at E, and ESE, with very hazy weather. 
During the afternoon, we continued our courfe along alow woody 
_fhore, with innumerable palm-trees, called the Fan Palm from the leaf 
fpreading like a fan; but we had now loft all figns of cultivation, and 
_ the country had not fo fine an appearance as it had to the eaftward, 
__ This, however, was only a {mall traét, for by fun-fet it improved again, 


and I faw feveral great {mokes where the inhabitants were clearing and." 


cultivating their grounds. We had now ran 25 miles to the W S- 
fince noon, and were W five miles from a low point, which in the 
efternoon I imagined had been the fouthernmoft land, and here the coaft 
formed a deep bend, with low land in the bight that appeared like iflands, 
The weft fhore was high ; but from this part of the coaft to the high 
which we were abreaft of yefterday noon, the fhore is low, and I 
_ bélieve fhoal. I particularly remark this fituation, becaufe here the very 
high ridge of mountains, that run from the eaft end of the ifland, ter- 
minate, and the appearance of the country fuddenly changes for the 
‘worfe, as if it was not the fame ifland in any refpett. \ 
That we might not ‘run paft any fettlement in the night, I determined 


to preferve my ftation till the morning, and therefore hove to under a ~ 


clofe-reefed fore-fail, with which the boat lay very eee We were 
- there’m fhoal water, our diftance from the fhore being half a league, the 
_ ‘wefternmoft land in fight bearing WS W 7 W. Served bread and 
_ water for fupper, and the boat lying too very well, all but the officer 

of the watch endeavoured to get a little fleep, At two in the ie 
- ‘we-wore, and ftood in-fhore till day-light. On examining the coaft, 
and not feeing any fign of a fettlement, we bore away to the weftward, 
having a ftrong gall, againft a weather current, which occafioned much 

The fhore 


fea, The fhore was high and covered with wood, ‘but we did not ru 

far before low lahd again formed the coaft, the points of which. open. 

ing at welt,’ I once more fancied we were on the fouth part of the iflan 
we -o'c).ck we found the coaft again inclining towards the fouth, 
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- The governor, Mr. William Adrian Van Efte, notwithftanding his 
‘extreme ill-health, became fo anxious about us, that I faw him before 
the appointed time. He received me with great affeftion, and gave me 
the fulleft proofs that he was pofleffed of every fecling of a humane 
atid good man. Sorry as he was; he faid, that fuch a calamity could 
ever have happened to us, yet he confidered it as the greateft blefling of 
his life that we had fallen under his prote@tion; and, though his infir- 
tity was fo great that he could not do the office of a friend himfelf; he 
would give fuch orders as I might be certain would procure me every 
fupply I wanted. In the mean time a houfe was hired for me, and till 
matters could be properly regulated, viétuals for every one were ordered 
to be dreffed at his own houfe. With refpeé& to my people, he faid I 
might have room for them either at the hofpital or on board of captain 
Spikerman’s fhip, which lay in the road; and he-expreffed much un» 
eafinefs that: Coupang could not afford them better accommodations, the 
houfe affigned to me being the only one uninhabited, and the fituation 
of the few families fuch, that they could-not accommodate any one. 
After this converfation an elegant repaft was fet before me, more accord- 
ing to the cuftom of the country, than with defign to alleviate my hun- 
.ger: fo that inthis inflance he happily blended, with common polite- 
nefs, the greateft favour I could receive. 
~* On returning to my people, I found every kind relief had been given 
to them. The {urgeon had dreffed their fores, and the cleaning of their 
perfons had not been lefs attended to; befides feveral friendly gifts of 
apparel, / 
’ tle now defired to be fhewn to the houfe that was intended for me, and 
T found it ready, with fervants to attend, and a particular one, which 
the gen had diref&ted to be always about my perfon. ‘The houfe 
‘confifted of a hall, with a room at each end, and a loft ovey-head 5 and 
‘was furrounded by a piazza, with dn outer apartment in one corner, and 
a communication from the back-part of the houfe to the ftreet. I there. — 
fore determined, imftcad of feparating from my people; to lodge them 
‘all with me; and I divided the houfe as follows: One room I took to 
myfelf, the other I allotted to the mafter, furgeon, Mr. Nelfon, and 
the gunner ; the loft to the other officers ; and the outer apartment to 
the men, the hall was common to the officers, and the men had the back 
piazza. Of this l informed the governor, and he fent down chairs, tables 
and benches, with bedding and other neceffaries for the ufe of every bub. 
pod. The governor, when I took my leave, had defired me to acquainit 
him with every thing of which I ftood in need ; but I was now inform- 
‘ed it was only at particular times that he had a few moments’of eafe, or 
could attend to any thing; being in a dying ftate, with an incurable 
difeafe. On this account, whatever bufinefs I had to tranfac&t would be 
‘with Mr. Timotheus Wanjon, the {econd of this place, and the go- 
_vernor’s fon-in-lw ; who now alfo was contributing every thing in his 
| sat "” rin = fituation comfortable. I had been, therefore, mis- 
informed by the feaman, who told me that captai ikerr i 
next perfon to the governor. - aie ta mare ae 
_ At noon a very handfome dinner was brought to the houfe, 
was fufficient to make perfons,. epematediniaiea plenty, eat “es Mr 
Cautions, therefore, might be fuppofed to have had little effeé@t ; Marl 
believe few people in fuch a fituation would have obferwed excite mode- 
: vation, ' 
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write My greateft apprehenfion was, that they would eat too much 
ruit. 

Having {een every one enjoy this meal of plenty, I dined with Mr. 
Wanjon ; but I found no extraordinary inclination to eat or drink. 
Reft and quiet, I confidered, as more neceffary to my doing well, and 
‘therefore retired to my room, which I found furnifhed with every con- 
venience. But, inftead of reft, my mind was difpofed to refleé on our 
date fufferings, and on the failure of the expedition ; but, above all, on 
the thanks due to Almighty God, who had given us power to fupport 
and bear fuch heavy calamities, and had enabled me at laft to be the 
means of faving eighteen lives. ; 

In times of difhculty there will generally arife circumftances that 
bear more particularly hard on a commander. In our late fituation, it 
was not the leaft of my diftreffes, to be conftantly aflailed with the me- 
lancholy demands of my people for an increafe of allowance, which it 
grieved me to refufe. ‘Fhe neceflity of obferving the moft rigid coccono- 
my in the diftribution of our provifions was fo evident, that I refifted 
their folicitations, and never deviated from the agreement we made at 


ment at Timor, we could have proceeded to Java, where I was certain 
every fupply we wanted could be procured. i, 

Another difagreeable circumftance, to which my fituation expofed me, 
was the caprice of ignorant people. Had I been incapable of aéting, 
they would have carried the boat on fhore as foon as we made the ifland 

- of Timor, without confidering that landing among the natives, at a 
diftance from the European fettlement, might have been as dangerous as 
among any other Indians, 

The quantity of provifions with which we left the fhip, was not 
more than we fhould have confumed in five days, had there been no ne- 
ceflity for hufbanding our ftock, The mutineers muft naturally have 
concluded that we could have no other place of refuge than the Friend- 

~ dy Hands; for it was not likely they fhould imagine, that, fo poorly 
equipped as we were in every refpeé, there could have been a poffibility 
res attempting to return homewards: much lefs will they fufpeé that 


3 the account of their villany has already reached their native country. 


When I refle& how providentially our lives were faved at Tofoa, by - 


the Indians delaying their attack, and that, with fcarce any thing to 


fupport life, we crofied a fea of more than 1200 leagues, without fhelter 


from the inclemency of the weather; when I reflect that in an open 
boat, with fo much ftormy weather, we efcaped foundering, that not 
any of us were taken off by difeafe, that we had the great good fortune 
‘to the unfriendly natives of other countries without accident, and 
aft happily to meet ‘with the moft friendly and beft of people to re- 
‘Heve our diftreffes I fay, when I refle& on all thefe wonderful efcapes, 
the remembrance of fuch great mercies enables me to bear, with refigna- 
tion and chearfulnefs, the failure of ay expedition, the fuccefs of which 
-.] had fo much at heart, and which was fruftrated at a time when I was 
od congratulating myfelf on the faireft profpett of being able to complete 


it in a manner that would fully have anfwered the intention of his Ma. 


: jefty, and the honourable promoters of fo benevolent a plan. 
eee 29 g With 


fetting out. The confequence of this care was, that at our arrival we 
had {till remaining fufficient for eleven days, at our fcanty allowance; | 
and if we had been fo unfortunate as to have miffed the Dutch fettle- 


d 
‘a 
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With refpe& to the prefervation ‘of our health, during a courfe of 16 
days of heavy and almoft_ continual rain, I would recommend to every 
one ina fimilar fituation. the method we prattifed, which is to dip their 
éloaths in the falt-water, and wring them out, as often as they be- 
come filled with rain ; it was the only refource we had, and I believe 
was of the greateft fervice to us, for it felt moré like a change of dry 
cloaths than could well be imagined. ‘We had occafion to do'this fo 
often, that at length all our cloaths were wrung to pieces: for, except 
the few days we paffed on the coaft of New Holland, we were conti- 
nually wet either with rain or fea. . ; Ly 

Thus, through the affiftance of Divine Providence, we furmounted 
the difficulties and diftreffes of a moft perilous voyage, and arrived fafe 

_ jn'an hofpitable port, where every neceffary and comfort were admini- 
fered to us with a moft liberal hand, 


. . od ’ . 
As, from the great humanity and attention of the governor, and the 
gentlemen, at Coupang, we received every kind of affiftance, we were 


not long without evident figns of returning health: therefore, to fécure - 


my arrival at Batavia, before the Oétober fleet failed for Europe, ‘on the 
frft of July, I purchafed a {mall fchooner, 94 feet long, for which 1 
gave 1000 rix-dollars, and fitted her for fea, under the name of his Ma- 
jetty’s {chooner Refource, : hei 
On the 2oth of July, I had the misfortune to lof Mr. David Nel- 
fon: he died of an inflammatory fever. ‘The lofs of this honeft man I 
very much lamented: he had. accomplifhed, with great care and dili. 
gence, the object for which he was fent, and was always ready ‘to for- 
ward every plan I Propo, ‘for the good of the fervice we were on. 
“He was equally ufeful in our voyage hither, in the courfe 6f which he 
gave me great fatisfaftion, by the patience and fortitude with which he 
-conduéted himfelf igh iy es . 
July 21: This day I was employed attending the funeral of Mr, 
Nelfon, The corpfe was carried by twelve foldiers dreft in black, pre- 
ceded by the minifter; next followed mylelf and fecond governor ; 
then ten gentlemen of the town and the officers of the fhips in the har- 
bour; and after them my own officers and people. After reading our 
burial-fervice, the body was interred behind the chapel, in the burying- 
' ground appropriated to the Europeans of the town, I was forry I could 
get no tombftone-to place over his remains, “4 : 
This was the fecond voyage Mr, Nelfon'had undertaken to the South 
Seas, having been fent aut by Sir Jofeph'Banks, to colleé& plants, feeds, 
&c. in Captain Cook’s laft voyage. And now, after Turmounting fo 
many difficulties, and’in the midft of thankfulnefs for his deliverance, 
he was called upon to pay the debt of ‘nature, at’d time leaft expetted, 
pa Augutt 20, After taking an affeftionate leave of the hofpitable and 
friendly inhabitants, I embarked, and we failed from Coupang, exchang- 
‘ing falutes with the fort and fhipping as we ran out of the harbour. 
left the governor, Mr, Van Efte, at the point of death. “ To'this gen- 
tleman our moft grateful thanks are due, for the humane arid friendly 
-treatment that we have received from him. His ill ftate of health only 
prevented him from fhowing us more. particular matks of attention 
: 7 “" Dabappily 
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' Unhappily, it is to his memory only. that I now pay this tribute, It 
_was a fortunate circumftance for us, that Mr. Wanjon, the next in 
place to the governor, was equally humane and ready to relieve us. His 
attention was unremitting, and, when there was a doubt about fupply. 
ing me with money, on government account, to enable me to purchaie 
a weffel, he chearfully took it upon himfelf ; Without which, it was 
evident, I fhould have been too late-at Batavia to have failed for Europe 
with the O&ober fleet. I can only return fuch fervices by ever retain- 
ing a grateful remembrance of them. Mr. Max, the town furgeon, 
likewife behaved to us with the moft difinterefted humanity : he attend- 
ed every one with the utmoft care: for which I could not prevail on 
him to receive any payment, or to render me any account, or other an- 
fwer, than that it was his duty. 


On the ogth of Auguft, I paffed by the weft end of the Ifland - 


Flores, through a dangerous ftrait full of iflands and rocks; and, hav- 
ing got into the latitude of 8°S, I fteered to the weft, paffing the 
iflands Sumbawa, Lombock, and Bali, towards Java, which I faw on 
the 6th of September, I continued my couzfe to the weft, through 
the Straits of Madura. 
On the 1oth of September, I anchored off Paffourwang, in latitude 
$ 96S, and 18 44 W of Cape Sandana, the N E end of Java. On 
‘ae 11th I failed, and on the 1th arrived at Sourabya. _ On the 147th, 
failed.from Sourabya, and on the 2ed anchored at Samarang ; on the 
‘26th I failed for Batavia, where I arrived on the 1ft of O@ober. On 
‘the day after my arrival, having gone through fome fatigue in adjufting 
‘matters to get my people out of the {chooner, as fhe layin the river, 
and in an unbealthy fituation, I was feized with a violent fever. 
On the 7th, I was carried into the country, to the phyfician-gene- 
ral’s houfe, where the governor-general informed me, I fhould be ac- 
commodated with every attendance and convenience; and to this’only 


«an I attribute my recovery. It was, however, neceflary for me to _ 


-guit Batavia without delay ; aril the governor, on that account,’ gave 
me leave, with two others, to go in a packet that was to fail before the 
fleet ; and affured me, that thofe who remained fhould be fent after me 
by the fleet; which was to fail before the end of the month: that if I 
remained, which would be highly hazardous, he could not fend us all in 
one ‘fhip, My failing, therefore, was eligible, even if it had not been 


-neceflary for my health; and for that reafon I embarked in the Viydt 


i 


; 


Ae 
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packet, which failed on the 16th of Ofober. ' 
On the 16th of December, I arrived at the Cape of Good Hope, 

“where I firft obferved that my ufual health was returning ; but for a 

long time I continued very weak and infirm. , I received the greateft 
attention and politenefs from the governor-general, and all the refidents 
“on the coaft of Java; and particular marks of friendfhip and regard 
“from the governor, M. Van de Graaf, at the Cape of Good Hope. 

- On the ed of January, 1790, we failed for Europe, and on the 14th 
of March, I was landed at Portfmouth by an Ifle of Wight boat, 
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Anecdote of Henry Prince of WALEs. 
5S bees prince of Wales, fon of king James the Lit. being 


at a hunting-match, the ftag, almoft {pent, crofled a road — 
where a butcher was pafling with his dog: the ftag was inftantly 
killed by the dog, at which the huntfmen were greatly offended, 
and endeavoured to irritate the prince againft the butcher; but 
his highnefs anfwered coolly, “ What, if the butcher’s dog killed 
the flag ; what, could the butcher help it?” They replied, that 
if his father had been fo ferved, he would have fworn fo, no one 
could have endured it. ‘“ ‘Away! cried the prince; “ all the 
pleafure in the world is not worth an oath.” It is alfo faid of this 
prince when at play, being afked why he did not fwear as others 
did, ‘he anfwered, he knew no game worthy of an oath.” 


OPP. 


Extra& of a Letter from New York, dated December 1, 1795. | 


“ Dear Sifter, 


“ “A TEVER was I mere anxious to write to you than at the pre« 
fent time, as, without doubt, you have heard of the dread- 
ful affliGion wherewith our city has been vifited, and which may 
have caufed fome uneafinefs in your mind refpeéting us; the 
thoughts af which would have induced me to have wrote long 
before this, had I not wifhed to fee the removal of the vifitation 
from our heads firft, which through mercy is accomplithed ; thanks 
be to God! The flroke has been fevefe, and its effeéls dreadful.* 
Never did I behold a fcene at once fo awful and fo alarming. Death 
feemed to be let loofe upon us with his quiver full of arrows ; al- 
though his ¢areer was confined chi€fly to one quarter of the city, 
which lies upon the Eaft river and its vicinity. The Almight 

gave the commiffion, and the raging peftilence appeared among 

us with all its dreadful terrors. Numbers of our fellow-citizens 
fell daily ; and, fhocking to behold, our ftreets might literally be 
faid to be crowded with the bodies of the dead. 1 fay crowded, 
for frequently two, three, four, and five were piled one upon ano 
ther in a cart t, to be taken to the place of interment ; and a nums 

é , Ber 


_* Tam not certain which way the diforder came into the city, but there is 
reafon to believe that it was brought by a fhip from the Wefi Indies. It is called 
the yellow fever, the fame as was at Philadelphia in the year 1793. The health- 
officer, who went on board the fhip, caught the infeGion there, and came home 
and died ina few days: And feveral, who-belonged to another fhip, who went 
on board, before fhe reached New-York, caught it and died. This was the latter 
end of July, and the fever from that time began to fpread from one to another 
throughout the month of Auguh. But September was the moft fatal month, 
though it continued with great fury the firft half of O@ober, and did not ceafe 
until the middle of November. mn 

+ The ufual manner of carrying the corpfe to the grave, for all ranks of peo- 
ple, is upon men’s fhoulder:, but 1t was found impra@ticable to provide a fufficient 
: number 
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ber of carts were.employed in the fame fervice, going conftantly, 
day and night, from the habitations of the deceafed to the burial« 
grounds. I have not been able to obtain an accurate account of the 
number which have fallen; but, as near as Lam able to eflimate 
I fuppofe it is not fewer than fifteen hundred, 
Many whole families were {wept off the Nage of time, in the courfe 
of a few days, after the firft in the family was feized. Some were 
lingering feveral davs with the diforder ; others were feized one. 
day, and the next laid in the filent grave. I have heard of feveral 
who were in perfeét health, vifiting their friends or about their bu- 
finefs, one day, and the next cold and lifelefs. Many expired, 
who, in all probability, would have been alive at the prefent mo. 
ment, had they been properly attended. One doftor told me, that 
out of thirty of his patients, feven, he had reafon to believe, died 
for want of proper attendance. But the diforder being epidemical 
and at the fame time fo very fatal, a nurfe could hardly be obtain- 
ed at any price whatever; and except one friend had affeétion and 
fortitude fuflicient to induce him to look after another, the confe- 
quence was dreadful to many. An hofpital was eftublifhed at a 
confiderable diftance from the city, to which many were taken, 
and every attention poflible was paid them ; and.a {pot of ground 
was purchafed, not far from the hofpital, and appropriated to the 
purpofe of a burial-ground, in which many were interred, both 
from the city and hofpital. It was called Potter’s-field; and the 
appellation was juft, for it was literally a place to bury ftrangers in, 
as a great number of emigrants were there interred. To the ho. 
nour of America, very confiderable fums of money were colleéted 
in different parts, and fent to New-York, for the affiftance of the 
diftreffed of every defcription, which was faithfully diftributed by 
a committee chofen for the purpofe. ; ; : 
The whole of the particulars attending this awful fcene not being 
as yet publifhed, I cannot give you am accurate account, only fo 
_ far as it has fallen under my immediate notice 3 and God grant 
that I may never fee the like again! “ The motirners went about 
the ftreets” in vaft numbers, trade was at a ftand; and thoufands 
left the city ; in confequence of which, numbers of houfes and 
- fhops were fhut up, efpecially in that part of the city where the 
diforder raged moft violently :*feveral ftreeis were almoft entirely 
emptied, either by death or flight. * : 
e purpofe. Coffins were generally ordered as foon as the 
: pipesot pear 4a nyitian, or elfe bites i numbers were kept 
ready made. I knew an inftance of a coffin made for a man who was given oyer 
by his phyfician, but he recovered, and another perfon, with whom I was weil acs 
inted, was buried in the fame coffin. It was the conflant prattice to bury the 
Bs immediately after their deceafe, to prevent, as much as poffible, the infeétion 
fpreading ; as it was fuppofed to be more fatal from the dead than the living. 
__* The diforder proved particularly fatal to Europeans, efpecially men i but 
_ there were very few women died, in proportion to the number of men; and the 
‘French, bein moftly from the Wet Indies, univerfally efeaped. I do not know 
‘an inftance of a French pees pape ine oreven havingth: diforder, al- 
_ though there are fuch vaft num ze But 
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But now, though difagreeable to relate, 1 am under the neceffity 
of informing you of that which is dtill nearer to ourfelves, our 
brother Jofeph is no more with usin the flefh——He was feized 
with the fatal diforder on the 11th of September, and grew worfe 
and worfe until Sunday the goth, when he drew his laft breath. I 
called- in the mott fkilful  phyfician to his affiflance, and attended 
him -the whole of the time myfelf, both might and day, although 
at the hazard of my own life. Blefled be God! the eonfidence 
which he implanted in my breaft, in bis over ruling providence, 
and truft in his promifes, difpelled the anxiety which might have 
arifen in my mind refpe€ting my own fafety amidft the danger to 
which I was expofed while attending my brother, and vifiting many 
others. I was fully confident that if it fhould pleafe God to call 
me to himfelf, he would take care of my dear wife and children 
amidft all the furrounding difficulties of hfe. _ God: therefore ena- 
bled me to fay, with the good old patriarch Job, .‘* All the days 
of my. appointed time will I wait until my change come.” Thanks 
be to God for his unfpeakable gift! 1 muft.now come to a con- 
clufion, my dear fifter: 1 hope you. will not give way to forrow on 
account of the lofs which you and we have met with, but bear it 
with Chriftian fortitude. Our lofs is equal.to yours on that ac- 
count, and perhaps more afflicting, being upon the fpot with him. 
But | hope that our lofs will be his gain. | He was juft beginning 
bufinefs for himfelf, and confequently juft entering upon trouble ; 
but it pleafed the Lord to remove him, Jeaving-us this important 
admonition, “ Be ye alfo ready.” Evang. Mag. 1V. 242. 


_A REMARKABLE, CONVERSION. 


r_ B. of the parifh of S ; aman of-the mof diffolute 

e life, on Saturday evening, March 4, 1789, attended a fu- 

~neral, at the parifh church. From the, place of interment he went 

toa publick houfe, from whence, with difficulty he reached his 

own habitation. " Shorily after he lay down*upon his bed ; he fel? 
afleep, and dreamed that he faw a ferpent of the hydra kind, with , 

“nine heads, ready to feize him: whatever way he turned a head 


prefented itfelf ; nor could he, by all the methods he devifed, ex- 
tricate himfelf from this baneful monfter. He awoke in oreat dif« 
trefs and perturbation, : a 
The next motning a ferious perfon obferving him to be very 
enfive, afked him, if he would go with him to a place of wor- 
ip, and hear a fermon upon the~Old Serpent. . Why the perfon’ 
-ufed this exprefon he could not tell, nor why he invited him to © 
accompany him that morning, which he had never done before, 
though they both lived under the fame roof ; but he could tell, who 
in the days of his flefh, ‘ muft needs go through Samaria,” and, 
wna Providences are always in coincidence with the purpoles of 
Ms grace, : Y BA a 3 Bite ers dena 4 20 soul cal 
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What was moft. remarkable, the minifter, who could know no- 
thing of the matter, a€tually preached from Gen. iii. 13, 15. on 
the Old Serpent. While be was explaining who that ferpent was, 
the methods he ufes to'beguile fouls, &c. ‘it pleafed God to open 
the poor man’s eyes, the word had free courfe, and.was glorified. 
From that moment he gave every demonftration of a real change 
of heart. The minifter of the congregation, from whofe narra- 
ive the above is extra€ted, adds, that’ “ the moft wicked perfon. 
An the place ‘will atteft the truth of his converfion.” 


Tus Lire or ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL, Margulis or 
* ‘ ' ARGYLE. ; 
M : ‘HE Apoftle Paut informs us, that in his day, not many 


_  «#& noble, or right honourable part of mankind, were brought 
.to embrace the Golpel;~ and this has been the cafe in all ages of 
the church down to the prefent. Yet through the divine mercy, 

. there have been a few of this defcription of men, who have con- 
defcended to accept of the falvation of God,’ and endeavoured to 

fupport his caife and intereft in the world. The honourable 

.ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL, Marquis of Argyle, ftands diflinguith- 
ed among thofe of high rank, who in the laft century were re- . 

Mmarkable for their zeal in efpoufing the caufe of Chrift. After 

~having had a good claffical education, he applied himfelf to the 

fludy of the holy’ Scriptures, and became well acquainted with 

.the moft-interefting points of religion, which he retained and cul. 

tivated amidft all his laborious and high employments both in 

church and ftate. ~ 
From his early years he ftood well affe&ted towards the Puritans, 
fo called. When good Mr. Rutherford was brought before the 

,High-commiffion-court, in 1638, for his. non-conformity, the 

Marquis greaily interefted himfelf in his behalf. Mr, Rutherford 

_takes notice of this in his Letters, and fays, ‘ The Lord hath 

, brought. me a friend*from the Highlands of Argylefhire, who 

hath done as much in my behalf as was within the compafs of ‘his 

. power. God gave me favour in his‘eyes.” And in a letter to 

" he Lady Kenmure, Mr. Rutherford fays, ‘ Write thanks ‘to 

“your brother, for what he has done for me, a poor unknown ftran- 

_ger to-him, 1 fhall pray for him and his houfe while I live. It 

“qs an honour to him‘to open his mouth in the ftreets‘for his Lord 
and Mafter Jefus, Chrift.”.. The Marquis likewife prevailed 

“with the bifhop of Galloway to relax the ientence of banifhment 

pales upon good Mr, Earlfton, who was engaged in the fame no- 
ble caule.  _ - Seg S ath fes he —" 

4 atone did the Reformation begin to dawn, in 1637; than 

the Marquis engaged, in conneétion with the minifters, to fupport 
that good work; with this view he attended the famous gengal 
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Affembly held in Glafgow, and diftinguifhed himfelf by his zeal 
for the et glory, in which he continued, and was kept 
faithful therein till called to lay down his life for the fake of a 
good cenfcience, Mr. Henderfon, the moderator in the aflembly, 
expreffed a with that this noble peer had joined with them a little 
fooner: adding, “That he hoped the Lord had referved him for 
the moft important times, and that he would honour him both 
here and hereafter.” To which his Lordfhip replied, “ You wilh 
that I had joined you fooner ; this was not for want of affeétion 
for true religion, or for want of love to my country, but a hope - 
that by ftaying at court 1 might have been able to bring about a 
sedfele of grievances ; but wher I faw that I could flay there no 
longer, without proving unfaithful .to my God and my country, 
I thought it the beft todo, as Ihave done, 1 remember ghat I 
told fome of you, That pride and avarice are two evils that have 
been attended with-very bad confequences in the Church of God, 
and as they are grievous faults in any man, fo they are much more. 
fo in minifters. 1 hope every ‘man here will walk by the rules 
now fet before him. I hope that minifters will’take care to per- 
form their duty to their people, and that the people will have a 
proper regard to thofe who are fet over them, to watch for their 
fouls ; and not to think that becaufe we have no bifhops therefore 
they may live as they pleafe.” : 
Charles I. difagreeing with his Englifh parliament, made a fe- — 
cond tour to Sco in 1640. When the Scotch parliament was 
fitting, the king et bore this teftimony concerning the Mar- 
quis, That he had“dealt over honeftly with him, and therefore. 
he now created him marquis of Argyle, earl of Kintyre, &e. as’a 
reward for his faithful fervices. Pee 
During the fitting of the parliament, a plot was laid to deftroy 
_ this nobleman and the marquis of Hamilton. The earl of Craw- 
ford, and Colonel Cockran, were to have been the a€tors in the 
bufinefs. Hamilton and Argyle were to be called for in the dead 
_ of the night to {peak with the king, and in the way they were to . 
be arrefted as traitors and delivered to Crawford, who was to wait 
for them with a confiderable body of armed'men. _ If any refift. 
ance was made, he was to ftab them direftly ; but if not, he was. 
_ to take them on board a fhip of war then in Leith Road; where 
they were to be confined until they fhould take their trial for trea- 
fon. But this broke out before it was quite ripe for execition, fo 
; Ae laseg 


. that the two noblemen efcaped.. 
In 1649, the Marquis ufed all his intereft in order to bring | 
_home Charles II. and to reflore him to the poffeffion of the 
crown, and the’ exercife of his royal authority. In this he fic- 

_ ceeded as long as the king followed his advice. But afterwards 
. the king would put wicked men into places of truft and power, 
and then all went to ruin, to the no {mall grief‘of this sronepabd | 
religious man. The ‘king ‘pretended a great deal of kindnefs for 
hin, as appears from a letter under his own hand, dated Sept: 24, 

Pan ree ‘ 16504 
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2650, in which he fays, * Having taken into confideration the 
faithful endeavours of the marquis of Argyle, for reftoring me to 
my juft rights, 1 am defirous to let the world fee how fenfible I 
am of his real Tefpeét to me, by fome particular favour done to 
him. And particularly, I do promife, that I fall make him Duke 
of Argyle, a knight of the garter, and one of the gentlemen of 
my bed-chamber, and this to be performed when he fhall think 
fit. I do further promife to hearken to his counfel, when ever it 
fhall pleafe God to reftore me to my juft rights in England, I 
fhall then fee him paid the gooo0f" fterling which is due to him. 
All which I do promife to make good upon the word of a king.” 
How thefe fair promifes were fulfilled will afterwards appear. For 
this pious nobleman happening: to reprove the king tor fome of 
his abominable immoralities, the faithful admonition, however 
well it feemed to be taken at the time, yet it appeared after- 
_ wards that it was never forgot, but was repaid with the higheft 
fefentment, 
On Jan. 1, 1651, the king was crowned at Scone, where, after 
' an excellent fermon by Mr. Robert Douglas, from 2 Kings ii. 17, 
the king took the coronation oath : then fitting down in the chair 
of ftate, the crown was placed upon his head by the marquis of 
Argyle, while Mr. Douglas prayed. After which the king afcend« 
ed the ftage, attended by the proper officers, and was inttalled in 
the royal throne by that nobleman, faying, ‘“ Stand fait, from 
henceforth, in the place whereof you are the lawful heir, by a 
Jong fucceffion of your fore-fathers, which. How delivered to 
you by the authority of Almighty God.” The folemnity was con- 
_ cluded by a pertinent exhortation both to the king and the people, 
wherein they were certified, that if they fhould confpire together 
againft the kingdom of Jefus Chrift, they would moft affuredly 
_4all together. 
_’ After this, the king’s army being totally routed by Cromwell 
at Worcefter, and the Common-wealth of England becomin 
 compleat mafters of Scotland, all were obliged to fubmit. The 
Marquis-being taken fick at Inverary, was obliged to fign a paper 
much aii his will, in order to preferve himfelf and his tenants 
from defiru€ijion ; this was made a mighty handle of againft him 
afterwards. = : . 
Saon after the king’s return, the Marquis was folicited to repair 
tothe court, and being himfelf very defirous to fee a prince pen 
‘whofe head he had placed the crown, though many of his beft 
friends ufed various arguments to perfuade him not to venture, til 
“mattérs came to be more fully fettled, yet from the teftimony of a 
good confcience, well Knowing that he was able to vindicate him- 
felf from every afperfion if’ he was but once admitted into the 
king’s prefence. He therefore fet out for London, where he ar- 
rived in July, and went direétly to Whiteball to falute his majefty. 
No fooner did the king hear that he was come, but (forgetting all 
‘his former promifes) he ordered Sir William Fleming to appre. 
Pes Sick ROGE Qe Be end» 
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hend him and take him to the Tower, .where he continued till 
December ;. when he was fent down ina man of war, to take 
his trial before the parliament in Scotland, and was committed to 
the caftle of Edinburgh until his trial came on. me poe 
On Feb. 13, 1661, his: lordthip was brought down from the. 
caftle ina coach, with three of the magiftrates attended by the. 
town-guard, and prefented .before the bar of the houfe. The. 
king’s advocate, Sir Johr Fletcher, accufed him in the common 
form of high-treafon, and. produced an. indiétment, defiring that. 
it might be read.. The marquis begged leave to fpeak:before that 
was done; but the honfe refufed his. reafonable requeft, and Or 
dered it to be read: and although the marquis intreated them to. 
hear a petition he~ had to. prefent, .yet that was too great.a favour 
to be-granted. The indiétment, which was more months in form-, 
ing than he had days allowed at firft to bring in his defence, con- 
filled of fourteen articles, the principal of which were, his en= 
tering into league with England, and complying with Oliver Crom- 
well, which many of his judges had done as much as he. eal dh 
After the indiétment was read, he had, liberty to {peak, which 
he did for fome time to good purpofe. Among other things, he _ 
Maid, with St. Paul, The things which were: laid-to his charge © 
‘could not be proved. But this he confeffed,:that.in the way. al- 
~Jowed, by folemn oath and covenant, he ferved his God, his king, _ 
and his country ; and though he owned. that he wanted not fail. © 
ings common: to other perfons: in public bufinefs in fuch an un- 
fettled time, yet he bleffed God, that he was able to make the 
falfhood of every article.of his charge appear; that he had done. 
_ nothing with a wicked mind ; but with many others had the mif- 
fortune,to do fome things, the unforefeen events of which had 
proved bad. y ieee 
The ‘parliament fixed upon.the 27th of Feb. for the marquis to 
bring in his defence but,at his requeft it was put off to the. sth 
of March, when he appeared, before the lords, who ordered him 
immediately to produce his defence: Whereupon he delivered a © 
very moving {peech, and gave in a,moft affeéting petition, yield. 
ing himfelf to the King’s mercy, and befeeching the parliament to . 
interceed for him. March 6, he was.brought before the parlia- 
ment. It.was reported, from the articles, that he had offered fub- 
milfion to his majefty: but, this was voted not fatisfa&tory, and he _ 
was commanded to give, in his.defence to the lords. When he ~ 
jcame before them, he told. them, that his defence,was not ready. _ 
He was appointed to.give it in on April 9,. otherwife they wi ld 7 
6 Pi" Qs, Qthnerwite they would © 
take the whole. bufinefs. before them, without any,regard to what 
-be fhould fay afterwards, On the cay appointed mit defence was 
given in, wherein, his conduét..was, fully, vindicated from all the © 
calumnies.contained,in the indi@ment, 
.. April 16:, He was. again before, the parliament, where, be _ 
made a very. affeéting fpeech, in, which, at a confiderable length, P 
he removed feveral reproaches caft upon him, and touched upon — 
: fome- 
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fome things, not in his papers.’ But whatever he or his lawyers 
could fay, had little weight with the parliament. Some of the 
members were already refolved upon his death, and the houfe had 
many meffages to haften thé bufinefs and bring it to a {peedy end, 
but the failing of many of their defigned teftimonies of the guilt 
of this good man, embarraffed them greatly for fome time ; for it 
appears that there were upwards of thirty indif&tments formed 
againft him, which all came to nothing for want of proof; fo 
that they were obliged to lay hold upon bis innocent and abfolutely 
neceffary compliance with the Englith, after every {hire and burgh 
in Scotland had been forced to fubmit to the conquerors. 
_ In the beginning of May, witneffes were examined, and depo- 
fitions taken againit. him. On the 2sth,-he was brought betore 
the bar of the houfe to receive fentence from his judges, who. 
Were in reality his accomplices, (as ie told the king’s advocate,) 
in whatever evil he had done. The howfe was very thin, all the 
members withdrawing, except thofe who were 1efolved to follow 
the courfe of the times. He put them‘in remembrance of what 


was enafted by Theodofius the Emperor, that the fentence of | 


death fhould not be executed upon any in lefs than thirty days af- 
ter it was paffed ; and added, ‘I only defire ten, in order that:I 
may make the king acquainted with it ;” but this was refufed. The 
fentence was then pronounced, That being found guilty of high 
treafon, he was adjudged to die as a traitor ; ‘his head to be fevered 


from his body at the crofs of Edinburgh, the 27th of May, and’ 


fixed in the fame place where the marquis of Montrofs’s head had 
formerly flood. fsck this he offeréd to’fpeak, but the trutnpét 
founding, he ftopped till that was over, and'then faid, * I ‘had’the. 


honour to fet the crown upon the king’s head, and now ‘he-haftens- 


‘me to a better crown than that of his own:” And direéting him- 
felf to the commiffioner and the parliament, he faid, ‘* You have 
‘got ‘the indemnity of an earthly king, among you, and have de- 
nied me a hare in it; but you cannot hinder me of the indemni- 
‘ty of the King of kings; and fhortly you muft all appear before 
Ais, tribunal. I pray that you may not then meet with fuch*mea- 


‘fure as you ‘have given me, when you will be called to givé an ac- 


“count of all your aétings, and this aniong the reft.”” . 
After fentence he was ordered to the common prifon, where 


‘his excellent lady was waiting for him. Upon feeing her he faid, - 


“They have given me till Monday, to be with you, my dear, 


“therefore let us make the beft of it.” She embraced him, wept _ 


‘abundantly, and faid, ‘The Lord will requite it. The Lord 
“will requite it!’ which drew tears from “all in the,room. But. 


"being himfelf compofed, he faid, “ Forbear, forbear ; I pity them; : 


_ “they know not what they are doing. They may fhut me in where 

‘they pleafe, but they cannot fhut God out from me, For my own 

“part, I am as content to be here as in the caftle’; and as content 

“in the caftle as in the towér of London ; ‘and ‘as content there as 

_ “when at liberty ; and ‘I hope to be‘as content on the fcaffold as 
; r ge? ‘ any 
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any of them all.” He added, “I remember a Scripture cited 
4o me by an honeft minifter-while in the caftle, which I intend 
to put in praétice, When Ziklag was taken and burnt,- the peo- 
ple fpake of ftoning David. But he encouraged himfelf in the 
Lord.” . 

He fpent all his time till Monday with the greateft ferenity and 
chearfulnefs, and in the proper exercifes of a dying chriftian. To 
fome minifters who were permitted to attend him, he faid, “ Shorte 
dy you will envy me who am gone before you.” And added, ** Re- 

‘ member what I now tell you; my {kill fails me, if you, who are 
minifters, will not either fuffer much, or fin much ; for although 
you may go along with tbofe men in part, if you do not in all 
things, you are but where you were, and fo muft itll fuffer ; and 
if you go not at all with them, you will but fuffer.” 

During his life, he was reckoned rather timorous, than bold to 
any excels. And when in prifon he faid, ‘I am naturally inclined 
to be fearful; but 1 defire thofe about me to obferve, that the 
Lord has heard my prayer, and mercifully delivered me from all 
my fears.” At his own defire, his lady took ber leave of him on 
the Sunday evening, he being to die the next day. Mr. Robert ~ 
Douglas and Mr. George Hutchinfon preached to him in the 
prifon on the Lord’s-day; and his highly efleeimed friend Mr. 
David Dickfon flept with him the laf night of his life. 

The marquis had a {weet time while in prifon, and his happi- 
nefs increafed as his end drew near. He flept calmly and quietly 
the laft night of his lite, and had much fpiritual converfation in 
the*iatervals, while he was fettling his neceflary bufinefs. On 
Monday morning, although he was much engaged in feitling his 
affairs, and in the mid& of company, yet he wes fo overpowered 
with a fenfible effufion of the joy of the Holy Spirit, that he 
broke out in a rapture, and faid,, “1 thought to have. concealed 
the Lord’s goodnefs, but I cannot do it: Iam now ordering my 
_affairs, and God is fealing my charter to a better inheritance, and 
juft now faying to me, Sox, be of good cheer, thy fins are fore 
given thee,” : | 

Sometime before he went to the place of execution he received 
an excellent: letter from a certain minifter, and he wrote a very’ — 
aaffe€ting one to the king, and. then dined precifely at twelve 

- e’clock, along with his friends with great chearfulnefs, and then 

retired a little. Upon his opening the door, Mr. Hutchinfon 
faid, ‘“‘ What cheer, my Lord.” He anfwered, “ Good cheer 
fir; the Lord hath again confirmed, and faid to me from heaven, 
* Thy fins be forgiven thee.” Upon this tears of joy flowed in — 

- {uch abundance, that he retired to the window and wept there, and 
then came to the fire, and made as if he would ftir it a little, in 
order to hide his concern; but all would not do, tears ran down 
his face; and coming to Mr. Hutchinfon, he faid, “ I think his — 

_kinduels quite overcomes me. But God is good to me, he does. 
‘hot communicate too much of his.Joye to.me here, as he knows — 


: that 
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that I could not bear it; and then added, “Get me my cloak 
and let us'go.” But being told that the clock was kept back till 
the bailies, [ i. e. the aldermen } fhould come, he anfwered, 
“They are all in the wrong ;” and immediately kneeled down and 
prayed before all that were prefent, in a moff fweet and heavenly 
manner. Juft when he finifhed his prayer, the bailies fent him 
word to come down, upon which he called for a glafs of wine, 
and afked a blefling upon it; and continuing in the fame calm and 
devout frame, he faid, “* Now let us go, and God be with us.” 

~ He then took leave of all thofe in the room who were not to go 
along with him to the feaffold, and faid, “I could die like a Ros 
“man, but chufe rather to die like a Chriftian. Come away gen- 
tleman, he that goes firft, goes cleanlieft.” When going down 
the ftairs, he called the Rev. James Guthrie to him and embra- 
ced him in a moft affeGionate manner, and bade farewell to him. 
‘Mr. Guthrie faid, ** God hath been with you, he is with you, and 
he will be with you; and fuch is my affeétion for your lordthip, 
that if I were not under fentence of death myfelf, I could mot 
cheartully die in your ftead.” So they parted to meet in a better 
place on the Friday following, when Mr. Guthrie alfo died by 
the hands of the executioner. 

‘The marquis, accompanied by feveral noblemen and gentlemen 
dreffed in black, went down the ftreet, and. mounted the {caffold 
with remarkable ferenity of mind, and with a grave countenance, — 

‘like one who was going to his father’s houfe. _He refpeéfull 
bowed to ail who were prefent. Then Mr. Hutchinfon prayed. 
After which his lordfhip delivered his dying fpeech, and among 
_ “many other things he faid, ‘* 1 am not come here to Juttify my- 
-felf, but the Lord, who is holy in all his ways, righteous in all bis 
works; holy and bleffed is his name. Neither dol intend to con- . 
demn others; for, I blefsthe Lord, 1 forgive all men, and defire 
- to be pardoned of the Lord myfelf. Let the will of the Lord be 
done, that is all I defire. I was fincere and cordial in my defires 
to bring the king home, and in my endeavours for him when he 
was at home, and had no correfpondence with the adverfaries 
army, nor with any of them, while bis majefty was in Scotland ; 
-nor had I any hand in his late rn murder, I fhall not fpeak 
much refpe€ting thofe things for which I am condemned left I 
fhould feem to condemn others. It is wel] known that I am con- 
_+demned for compliance with the then: ruling powers, which was 
_«thesepidemical fault of the whole nation. 1 with the Lord to | 
pardon them, — °I fay no more: But God hath laid engage-. 
ments upon Scotland. We are bound by covenants to religion 
and reformation; thofe who were then unborn are fill engaged, 
and it is beyond the power of all:the magiflrates under heaven to 
_-abfolve us trom the oath of God, Thefetimesare likely to be times 
_.of great finning, or of great fuffering, and let Coriftians make 
_ their choice ; there is a‘fad dilemma in the bufinefs, fin or fuffer > 
| ~ And furely he who choofes the better part. will choofe to fulfer; 


and 
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and others. who will choofe to fin, will not efcape fuffering. 
They will fuffer, but perhaps not in the fame way that I do, but 
abundantly worfe.. For mine is but temporal, theirs will be eter- 
nal. : When I -fhall be finging, they will be howling. Beware 
therefore of fin, whatever you do, efpecially in thefe dangerous 
times. My. condition is fuch now, (as will be feen when I am gone) © 
to be not fuch as many have imagined.. I with that as the Lord 
hath pardoned me, fo he may pardon them, both for this and other 
things; and that they may never be called to account for what they 
have done to me. 1 :have no, more to fay, but to beg the Lord that 
when I go away, he may blefs all that are left behind.” . 
Having finifhed his fpeech, Mr. Hamilton prayed, the Mar- 
‘ quis likewife prayed moft devoutly, and then took leave of all his 
riends who were.on the f{caffold. He gave the executioner an 
handkerchief with.fome money .in it, and {mall prefents to his 
friends. . Then:taking off his coat, and going to the maiden {the 
inftrument of execuuon) Mr. Hutchinfon faid, My lord, now 
hold faft your confidence in God. He anfwered, “* You.know,Mr. 
Hutchinfon, what I faid to you in the-chamber.._ I am, not afraid 
deft I thould be furprifed with fear.” The laird of Shelmerline 
took him by the hand, when near the maiden, and found him 
quite compofed, .He then kneeled down moft chearfully, and 
lafter he had prayed a little, gave the fignal, which was, by lifting 
up his hand, and the inftrument ftruck off, his head ; which was 
fixedjon the weft.end of, the tolbooth, as amonument,oef th 
-king and parliament’s injuftice, and of Scotland’s mifery. 
. Thus died the marquis of, Argyle, the proto-martyr for religion 
-fince the reformation from: Popery; .the true portrait of whofe 
-ocharaéter cannot be.drawn.. His enemies themfelves will acknow- 
ledge him to have been a perfon of extraordinary piety, remarka- 
-ble:wifdom and prudence, great.gravity and authority, and of fin- 
‘gular .ufefulnefs. He was the head of the covenaniers in. Scot- 
sland, and .tiad been fingularly a€tive in the work of reformation 
here ; and of-alj thofe who.aéted. in that work:be ftuck the clofeft 
eto. it; when.moft of thesnation quitted, he till ftood fledfatt, fo — 
‘that this attack upon him :was a dftroke. at'the root of all that aia 
sbeen done in ‘Scotland, from the year 1638,..to the ufurpation. 
‘And as he .was)a. great, fupporter of the seformation, during: his 
life, and ftedfaft.in: witneffing to it on,his death, fo it was in.a 
egreat, degree, buried with him in: Scotland for many years. Ina 
word, this great.man .was a.deeply pious chriftian,, an able, privy 
-couniellor, and had courage enough to-die a martyr for..the — 
truth, | : Netéeties nae - er? wn Le 
The grace of God, in_all,ages arid perfons, whether high or 
«low, has the fame sinneorathe Saree elethih rep 
drom God, fo it leads to, God ;. At. gives. a holy, heavenly, od. 
like difpofition to thofe who are. made the, happy partakers Aan 
. And as we, in the prefent age, have the golpel of Chrift preach. | 
ed to us in its. primitive purity and fimplicity,,and have all the 
-.: tinfearchable 
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unfearchable riches of Chrift freely offered to us, fo we may clofe 
in with the gracious defigns of God, and experience the high eft 
degrees of chriftian holinefs, and expofe ourfelves to no danger 
on that account: Through the abundant goodnefs of God, the 
_ Jaws of our country are of fuch a nature, that we are protected 
from the rage and violence of wicked and unreafonable men. 
How inexcufable then muft we be, if we do not devote ourfelves, 
ted and unrefervedly, to God, and feek all our falvation in 
im 


Mrse Doddridge’s Letter. 


The following Lerrer, taken from Dr, Kippis’s Life of Dr. 
Doddridge, prefixed to the oftavo. edition of the Family Ex- 
pofitor, well deferves a place in the Arminian Magazine. It 
was written by Mrs. Doddridge from Lifbon, a few days after 

the Doétor’s deceafe. It exhibits an almoft unparalleled example 

_ of Chriftian Fortitude and Refignation under a heavy flroke of 
/_. Providence. May-all who read Mrs. Doddridge’s. Letter, be 
- enabled, in feafons of adverfity, to imitate her piety and entire 
_ fubmiffion to the divine difpofals ! _E, 


‘ - My dear Children, Lifbon, Nov. 11, 1751+. 
; OW fhall I addrefs you under this awful and melancholy 
- Providence! I would fay fomething to comfort.you. And 
Ihope Gop will enable me to fay fomething that may alleviate 
your deep diftrefs. I went out ina firm dependence that, if In- 
finité Wifdom was pleafed to call me to duties and trials as yet 
anknown, he would grant me thofe fuperior aids of firength, that 
_ would fupport and kezp me from fainting under them ; "perfuaded 
that there was no diftrefs or forrow, into which he could lead me, _ 
~ ander which his gracious and all-fufficient Arm could not fupport 
me. He has not difappointed me, nor fuffered the heart and eyes 
_ dire&ted to him to fail. «Gop all-fufficient, and my only hope,” 
is my motto: let it be yours. Such, indeed, have I found him’; 
and fuch I verily believe, you will find him too, in this time of 
deep diftrefs. in 
‘ “Oh! my dear children, help me to praife him! Such fupports, 
* fach confolations, fuch comforts, has he granted to the meaneft of 
his cteatures, that my mind, at times, is held in perfeét aftonith- 
- ment, and is ready to burft into fongs of praife under its moft ex- 
_ quifite diftrefs. if { 
~ As to outward comforts, God has with-held no good thing from 
me, but has given me all the affiftance, and all the fupports, that 
the tendereft Friendfhip was capable of affording me, and which 
I think my dear Northampton Friends could not have exceeded, 
~ Their prayers are_not loft. I ‘doubt not but 1 am reaping the be 
~ nefit of them, and hope that you will do the fame. Wie 2 
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I am returned to good Mr. K—’s. Be good to Mrs. K—. ft 
is a debt of gratitude I owe for the great obligations Iam under 
to that worthy family here. Such a folicitude of friend{hip was 
furely hardly ever known as I met with here. I have the offers of 
friendfhip more than.I can employ : and it gives a real concern to 
many here that they cannot find out a way to ferve me. Thefe 

‘are great honors conferred on the dear deceafed, and great comforts 
tome. It is impoflible to fay how much thefe mercies are en- 
deared to me, as coming in {uch an immediate manner from the 
Divine Hand. To his Name be the praife and glory of all! 

And now, my dear children, what fhall I fay to you? Ours is 
no common lofs. » I mourn the beft of Hufbands and of Friends, ~ 
removed from this world of fin and forrow to the regions of im- 
mortal blifs and light. What a glory! What a mercy is it that 
I am enabled with my thought to purfue him there! You have 
loft the deareft and beft of parents, the guide of your youth! and 
whofe pleafure it would have been to have introduced you into 
life with great advantages. 

Our lofs is great indeed! But I really think the lofs the public 
fuftained is ftill greater. But Gop can never want inftruments to 
carry on his work. Yet, let us be thankful that Gop ever gave: | 
us fuch a Friend; that he has continued him fo long with us. 
Perhaps, if we had been to have judged, we fhould have thought 
that we, nor the world, could never lefs have {pared him than at the 
prefent time. But I fee the Hand of Heaven, the appointment 
of his wife Providence, in every ftep of this awful Difpenfation. 
It is his Hand that has, put the bitter cup into ours. And what — 
does he how expeé from us but a meek, humble, entire fubmiffion 
to his will? We know this is our duty. Let us pray for thofe 

_aids of his Spirit, which can only enable us to attain it. A fa- 
ther of the fatherlefs is Gop in his holy-habitation. As fuch may 
your eyes be direéted to him! He will fupport you. And that he 
may, is not only my daily, but my hourly prayer. ' 

We have never deferved fo great a good as that we have loft. 
And let us remember, that the beft refpeét we can pay to his me- | 
mory, is to endeavour, as far as we can, to follow his example 
to cultivate thofe amiable qualities that rendered him fo juftly dear 
to us, and fo greatly efteemed by the World. Particularly I would 
recommend this tomy dear P—, May I have the joy to fee him 
ating the part werthy the relation to fo amiable and excellent a 
Parent, whofe memory I hope, will ever be valuable and facred' to 
him and to us all Under God, may he be a comfort to me, and 


_ afupport to the family! Much depends on him. -His lofs, I- 
. think, peculiarly great. But I know an all-fufficient Gop can 


over-rule it as the means of the greateft good:to him. > 

It is iappitttls for me to tell you how tenderly my heart feels 

for you all; how much I long to be with you to comfort and affift 

you. Indeed, you are the, only inducement I now have left to 

wilh for lite, that I may do what little is in my power to form and 
: ' guide 


\ 
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guide your tender years. For this purpofe.I take all pofible care 
of my health. I eat, fleep, and converfe at times with a tolera- 
ble degree of cheerfulnefs. You, my dears, as the beft return © 
you.can make me, will do the fame, that I may not have forrow 
upon forrow. The many kind Friends you have around you, I 
am fure, will not be wanting in giving you all the affiftance and 
comfort that is in their power. My kindeft falutations attend 
them all. 

I hope to leave this place in about fourteen or twenty days. But 
the fooneft I can reach Northampton will not be lefs than fix 
weeks or two months time. May Gop be with you, and give 
us, though a mournful, yet a comfortable meeting! For your 
fakes, I truft my life will be fpared. And, I blefs Gop, my 
mind is under no painful anxiety as to the difficulties and dangers 
of the voyage. 

The winds and the waves are in his hands, to whom I refign 
myfelf, and all that is deareft{to me, I know I hall have your 
prayers, and thofe of my deareft Friends with you. Farewell, 
my deareft children ! I am your affli€ted, but moft fincere Friend, 
and ever affeétionate Mother. M. DoppRIDGE. 


PAPI LPP PLP PD PPP PP 
The General Durizs of Man: 


Tranflated from a German Book, entitled ‘“ The Guide of 
Youth.” 


I. Duty TowaRD THE CREATOR. 


2, tee things, my fon, conftitute the objeéts of thy Medita-. 


tion; —the Nature, the ORIGIN, and the Enp of 


Man. Lie di 
Man is a being, confifling of a body of aftonifhing ftru&ure, 


and of a rational foul, united together. The lion is created to 
- yoar in the foreft; but man, endued with the gift of {peech, is 
" appointed to live in fociety with rational beings. : 

- .* "This noble exiftence man has not of himfelf ; that Being, who 
~ qs the Original of all things, likewife gave him his exiftence. 


" Life and death, time and eternity, all obey the laws of the 


Eternal. All acknowledge his Supremacy, from the powerful 
"-who wield the fceptre, to the humble who bear the fhepherd’s ftaff, 


Ree we 
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But for what purpofe did the Supreme Being place thee on earth, ~ 
Was it to live in fenfual pleafures? — to gather riches ? — or, per- 
haps, to gratify thy ambition? 

Gop created man in his image. By fin he loft that image, But 
before and fince his fall, Gop alone can conftitute his happinefs. 

The great Creator requires of his creatures the erformance of 
certain duties : but he timfelf will be the reward of their integrity. 
+ the fear of the Lord * govern thy heart: let it be the guid. 


+ * This muft bea riviay fear, that flows from Love. 
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ing line of all thine a€tions ; let'it imprefs caution on thy lips, 
decency on thine eyes, and modefty on thy forehead. ° 

may this faving fear condué thee in all thy fleps! By day 
may it watch over thee, and in thy nightly reft may it not depart 
from thy couch. — Then fhalt thou bring forth the fruits of holi- 
nefs, as a rich foil warmed by the fun-beams; and thy foul fhall 
be the refidence of ‘wifdom. ; 

The rofe arms itfelf with the thorn againft the-hand of the rob- 
ber: and the foul of the righteous covers itfelf with the fear of 
God, as with a fhield. . 

Prote&ted by this heavenly armour, thou fhalt walk fecurely in 
the midft of thine enemies. Hell fhall rain around thee in vain, - 
The arrows of wrath fhall fall harmlefs at thy feet. 

Thou loveft thy Father, becaufe he is good to thee: but forget 
not, that God is the tendereft of. Fathers, and that he has poured 
out his gifts richly upon thee. . 

Turn thine eye heavenward, and confider that globe of light 
and fountain of heat! It was God who commanded it to {pread: 
its light before thee, and to communicate life to all around thee. 

Caft thy fight upon the earth which thou inhabiteft : thou wilt 
_ find it clothed with the benefits of thy Creator. The works of 
his goodnefs are as con{picuous as the wonders of his wifdom. 

The plants which fpring from the bofom of ‘the earth, the crea- 
‘qures which people the elements, are commanded to nourih thee 

and to labour for thy clothing. 

Confider the beauty of the bloffom; tafte the fweetnefs of the 
fruit: but remember, that Gop is the Creator of them, and that 
they are the gifts of his benevolence. es FoR 

Thou’ beholdeft what Gop has done for thee, in the appoint 
ment of nature! But who hall defcribe that which he ae ros 
vided for thee, IN THE APPOINTMENT OF GRACE? “thi 

ty who hath {natched thee from the gates of eternal death 
who prevents thee by his grace, is he not worth - 
catel 10 Him all thy peadistes ? Y thet thon deli 

All created beings around thee’cry with a loud voice, — “Ac. 
knowledge the Creator’s government, and worfhip his ‘Almight . 
power !” 1) y 

The Heavens which roll regularly over thine head, the ocean 
raging within its appointed bounds, declare unto thee ‘that they — 
fubmiflively obey the commands of the Moft High, el : 
-_All the elements acknowledge Him, and precifely fulfil his will. / 
He calleth the winds from the uttermoft verge of the earth ; d . 
on rage over ne furface of the globe. ipa: = ¢ 
_ He commandeth the clouds to gather themfe ' ons 
pi ge likin plenty on the fields, bak fei and. a 

jut if inanimate creatures fo faithfully obey tk acre 
the Creator, how much more art thou in “ity one abi of y 
alted by seafon far above other beings! os 


‘ Hearken ; 
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Hearken to the voice of this reafon! It will tell thee that all 
the powers of thy foul, all the labours of thy life, muft be dedi- 
Cated: to the fervice of the Moft High. ' 

© if thon nadit once known the happinefs of this reafonable 
fervice of Gop! never wouldf thou be anxious for thofe vain 
pleafures with which the world tempts thee, 

Offer up, any child, unto the Lord, the bloom of thy youth: 
from thy early days let the increafe of thy virtues afcend to his 
throne, 

So oft as Aurora brings back the light of the day, fo often ele. 
vate thine heart to the Origin of all good, and pour out thy 
whole foul before him, ; 

Fu'l of confidence, fend thy virtuous wifhes to him; place thy’ 
necefhities before him ; and wait in humble refignation the effels 
of thy prayers, 

Should he vifit thee with affli€ion, and prove thy faith with the 
waters of tribulation; O then take heed that thou dof not mure 
tur againft his vifitation, or, perhaps, renounce his fervice. 


II. DUTIES TO OURSELVES. 


Mafter-piece of a Gop, on this world, man! it behoves thee 
to prize the excellence of thy foul properly, and to affert the 
worth of this immortal being which thy Creator hath given thee. 

Raife thyfelf, it crieth to thee, raife thyfelf from the duft! © 
Direét thy views to Heaven, and heroically tread the paffions un« 
der thy feet. 

Accuftom thyfelf early to the exercife of virtue. The firft ime 
preffions of it will probably never be effaced from the foul, . 

Remind thyfelf inceifantly, that thy principal bufinefs muft be, 
_ to labour for Eternity, and to fecure thy happinefs. All elfe is 

either indifferent or injurious. 

Be thy days numerous as the fand on the fea-fhore, what will | 
- fuch a prodigious length of life avail thee, if it muft conclude 
with the lofs of thy foul ? ; 

Flee from evil, and do that which is good; for the Moft High 
Judge fhall carefully weigh thy works in his balance. 

__ The life of Man upon earth is as a path; on each fide he bea 
- holds a frightful abyfs ; and {nares fpread themfelves under his 
- feet. : a. 

Reprefs {welling pride, and the raging impulfe of anger. Thefe . 
two monfters, hatched by vengeance, have covered the whole 
- éarth with fin and deftru@ion. 

_ Doft thou give up thyfelf to the impalfe of wrath? It will 
cut the thread of thy life, and plunge thee into the pit before thy 
at te: | ‘ 

4 Flee from the contentious man: He is a troubled ocean, whofe 
F aves mount to the heavens: wrath flafhes in his eyes, and the 
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But it isnot enough to fupprefs the boifterous emotions of the 
foul ; the door muft be barred againft the entrance of vice: fuffer 
it not to make its abode in thee, Labour by prayer to obvain that 
divine aid, which alone can give thee the full and complete vic- 
tory over it. ; 

Beware of idlenefs, that poifonous fountain of all evil. On the 
ocean of life calms are no lefs dangerous than ftorms. 

The laborious are‘as a gentle ftream, whofe cryftaline waters 
glide over the fand, and every where entice forth the riches of the 
‘ fpring. | 
4 Carefully avoid all connexion with-men who drink wickednefs 

as water, and who glory in their fhame. $1 

‘Immodefty would foon expel every fentiment of purity, chaftity 
and honour from thy heart; would wath out the traces.of ingenu- 
ous bafhfulnefs from thy forehead, and {pread in its ftead contempt 
and difgrace. 

Art thou once-become the fport of thy paffions? then fhalt 
thou be as a fhip.defpoiled by the ftorm, driven to and’fro by the 
winds ; and a melancholy finking will be the conclufion of thy 
tranfgreflions. 

The fociety of the virtuous and pious is to youth, what a good 
climate is to the conflitution, and’ the waters of the heavens to the 
frvits of the earth. 

One of the moft dangerous rocks to youth is the reading of im- 
proper books, thofe dumb teachers of vice and infidelity. 

Cait far from thee that poilonous {pawn of hell : rather let blind- 
‘pefs clofe thine eyes,.than thou fhouldft employ them to thine own . 
. deftruction. 

Heavem and earth, all created beings, and, above all, the Crea- 
tor himfelf, — all invite, all'engage man to the love of wifdom, 
and the knowledge of eternal truths. * 

Nothing is more beautiful, nothing more lovely than wifdom: — 
its brightnefs eclipfes the fplendour of gold, and its fruits are fweet- 
er than honey. a. 

Let temperance and fobriety, my fon, prefide at thy table. He 
who becoines a flave to his appetites, deftroys his body, and weak. 
ens his underftanding. ie 

_ Confider the g'utton oppreffed with food. He would make his 
body the temple of pleafure, but he converts it into a lazar-houfe. 

Stupidity is the confequence of gluttony. Wifdom never took — 
up her refidence in a foul enamoured with eating and drinking. 
_ Recolleé frequently, that thou art but a paffenger in this world. _ 
This. mortal life is but a moment, to introduce the great day of 
eternity. ; 4 it 2S ae 

O youth! while the light irradiates thine eye, labour for thy ; 
; aOR. Soon, very foon the darknefs of death will overtske § 
thee, ) Se ably. 3: sR 

Flatter not thyfelf that the end of thy path is ftill afar off. How | 
oft is youth deceived, when it prefumes on health and jovial day i. 

| _ Mi. Duties | 


- 


THE DUTIES OF MAN, 461 


Ill. Duties TowaARD OTHERS, 


When thou, my fon, haft confidered, and art determined, with 
the Divine aid, to fulfil thy duty to thy great Creator and Re. 
deemer ; when thou haft thus formed thy mind, then turn thy 
heart to others: firft, toward thofe to whom, under God, thou 
oweft thine exiftence: Remember inceflantly, the anxiety thou 
gaveft them in thine infancy, and that thy education was to them 
a fountain of trouble. 

Know that the blood of thy parents flows in thy veins: Nature 
itfelf obliges thee to be grateful. 

Doft thou liften with pleafure to the inftru@ions of a father ? 
Doft thou faithfully obferve the precepts of a mother? Then 
will the Almighty blefs thine undertakings, and thy days fhall be 


“Many as the ftars of heaven. 


Woe to him that defpifes the judgments of his father, and the 
..reproofs of his mother! His candle fhall be extinguifhed, and 
is face covered with fhame. 

Submiffion and docility are two of the firft virtues of youth, 
Youth thould become like the wax which receives any impreffion ; 
like the reed which yields to the gentle zephyr.” 

A child that has thrown off the yoke of reftraint, is like an 
unbridled horfe, whofe fire unre ftrained, plunges himfelf headlong 
_ down the precipice. 

Refpe€tfully attend to the voice of inftrution: Wifdom hall 
{pring from it: Divine Grace fhall accompany it: and the feeds 
of every virtue fhall ftrike their roots in it : ; 

All men are brethren, for all are {prung from the fame original, 

Death unites all together ; — the monarch who guided the reins 
of a mighty kingdom, and the labourer who with the ploughfhare 
inverts the foil of his fathers. 

O ye, who bathe in ne@ar and ambrofia ! ‘defpife not the poor 
countryman whofe food is bread, moiftened with the {weat of his 
brow. x 

Let thy affe&tion, my fon, extend to every one. The works 
of thy charity fhould know no other limits but thofe of thy ability. 
__ The wretch who, helplefs, wallows in the duft, bears, like thee, 
the image of God; like thee he bears the ftamp of immortality 
on his foul. : 

_ Does the poor knock at thy door? Does the complaint of his 
hunger or of his nakednefs echo in thy ball; O thut not thine ear 
‘to his complaints, nor puth away the hand ftretched out to thee 
for help! . 
To the whole human race, thou art debtor : but thy country has 
the firft claim on thee, which thy heart may not deny, 

__ The more thou haft laboured during the fumme¢rt, the more fhalt 
thou tafte and enjoy fatisfaftion in the winter. ae 


_ Defame noone. The ‘Seat of adders drops from the) tongue 


of the flanderer, and deadly 


a 


are the wounds it inflis, 
we ‘ Never 
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Never fuffer a thought of vengeance to arife in thy heart ; it 
belongs to the Almighty: he has referved it for the great day of 
wrath, 

Is thine heart fenfible of the inftin@s of friendthip ? choofe one 
who may be another felf, and who in common with thee may 
take the burthen of human life on his fhoulders. 

True {riendfhip is founded om piety and virtue, Never yet did 
it refide in a vicious heart. . 

Before thou placeft.thy confidence in any one, confider atten. 
tively whether he has chofen prudence for his guide, and if his 
foul be not tainted with any vice. 

Flee from the friend who flatters thy failings. ‘He is a ferpent 
ready to difcharge his poifon. Soon, perhaps, it will be in thy 
bowels. 


If pious and virtuous fentiments exalt thine heart, then fhalt 


thou mount as the eagle above the clouds; thou fhalt gliften as a 
ftar through the blacknefs of the night. 


Let integrity govern in all that thou fayeft. Never open thy 


mouth to injure the truth. 

_ A noble boldnefs is the property of the upright ; he goeth about 

with his head ere&, and looks down with contempt on the fubters 

fuges of vice. His language is always a true copy of his heart. 
Hath any one done thee a kindnefs ? preferve a lively fenfe of 


itin thy memory. Let fenfations of gratitude arife at the fight of 


thy benefaétors, 4 
O youth! who haft fet thy foot on the flage of the world, and 
art perhaps to a€t fome important part, let a prudent condué& adorn 
thy virtues: let religion, fidelity, and pradence, govern thy heart. 
Rough and beftrewed with thorns is the path leading to thefe 
virtues and graces: but their abode is tranfporting, and the advan 
tages of it are fo great that all labour to attain it is but trifling. 


~7 


a. 


The Life and Death of THomaAs Crossan. 


HOMAS CROSSON was a native of Derryaghy im the 
County of Antrim, in the North of Ireland. He and his 
family and moft of his friends, were members of the-Church of 
Rome, and had been inftruéted in the principles of that religion, 
He was a warm advocate for the rites, ceremonies, and traditions 
-of his Church, and careful to go through the forms preferibed by 


mys 


_ the fame, until the beginning of the year 1769, when it pleafed 


God to direé& one of the Methodift-Preachers to vifit: a place near 
where he lived... Curiofity (or rather over-ruling Providence) led 
him and his faniily to hear this ftrange preacher, whofe appear- 
ance had occafioned no fmall ftir in the neighbourhaod. While 
the defpifed meffeuger of the Lord was delivering the div 

counfei, the word w.s powerfully appliedito his eldeft dau 
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heart, fo that fhe then received a deep and clear convidtion of ber 
finful and miferable ftate by nature: and praftice, together with a 
fixt refolution to feek and ferve God, let the confequence be as it 
might. She immediately joined the fociety, though oppofed and 
recess by moft of her friends, but by none fo violently as her 
ather, He was inveterate againft the Methodifts in general, but 
his daughter in particular ; and this is not to be wondered at, feeing 
one of the leading principles taught by the Romifh-Priefts, is, 
‘* That there is no Salvation out of their Church,” 

However one day Thomas was prevailed upon to go and hear 
another preacher, who preached inthe neighbourhood. And he, 
who met perfecuting Saul on his way to Damafcus, met him in 
mercy, while hearing the word, and fully convinced him of his 
fallen ftate. A fenfe of his fin and danger overcame his prejudice 
againft the truth, fo fully, that he inftantly determined to feek for 
the pardon of his fins through faith in Chrift.. When the Lord 

cioufly made this difcovery to him, he alfo gave him to fee the 
need he ftood in of advice and inftruftion from thofe who feared 
God. He applied for admiffion into the fociety, which was granted 
with the greateft pleafure : In confequence of which, he was foon 
made to drink of that cup he had formerly mingled for others. 
His neighbours oppofed him warmly, and ftrove to diffuade him 
from his folly, as they called it; aflerting, that it was a great dif- 
grace for a man to change his religion when he was old. __As this 

‘argument had no weight with him, his friends attacked him with 


__ much zeal and bitternefs, particularly the pari/k prieft, who 


ee ote Se ee 


ea ee ee ee 


feared, not’ only the lofs of one, but that many might follow his 
example, in turning from iniquity and applying to Chrift alone — 
for falvation, which would tend to fet afide the ufe of holy oil, holy 

water, mafles for the dead, &c. and thereby greatly endanger 
his craft. The prieft vowed that if Thomas would not quit this 
flart-up-way, and continue as formerly, he would excommunicate 
him in this world from the only church in which there is Salva- 
tion, and perhaps injure him more than he imagined, in the other 
world. But the menaces of the prieft were difregarded; and as 
Thomas felt the wrath of God abiding upon him, and faw clearly 


- his helpleffnefs, the cry of his heart was, “ Lord, fave, or I 


erifh | ” w 

~ He ufed all the Means of Grace with great care and diligence, 
feeking reft, but could find none; “ He eat his meat’in bitternefs, 
and mingled his drink with his tears.” Having travelled for about 
four months through darknefs, grief and mifery, he retired one 
day to an uninhabited houfe, at fome diftance, that he might not 
be interrupted in pouring out his heart before the Lord. In this 
fituation his anguith became fo great, that his cries could be heard 
at a confiderable diftance. His fon, hearing his cries, haftened to 
his relief: but when he came near the place, he prefently under- 

ftood the caufe of his father’s diftrefs; (the Lord having revealed 

~ Vox. XIX. Sept. 1796. a his 
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his love in this young man’s heart a few days before :) He kneeled 
down on the outfide of the houfe, that he might pray for his fa- 
ther, without interrupting him. After fome time the old man came 
out ; joy appeared in his countenance, and be faid unto bis fon, 
**T went in plead with God for mercy ; and while at prayer I faw 
myfelf without God, and in my-fins. I thought Hell was moved 
-from beneath to meet me, and that the enemy was coming to cafry 
me away, which was the caufe of the great cry I made unto the 
Lord.’ At which time, all’ of a fudden, fatan difappeared, the 
fear of Hell was removed, light fhone from heaven into my dark 
foul, and I received peace and joy, through believing in Jefus.” 
The Sun of Righteoufnefs did then truly arife upon his foul ; the 
change was inftantaneons and great ; he was at once happily de- 
livered from the guilt and power of fin, and from-the influence 
and deception of Satan and his agents. Divine Grace was fo abun- 
dantly beftowed upon him that the combined forces of earth and 
hell never could fhake his confidence, though he was frequently 
tempted and tried by both his neighbours and relations, who ftrove 
to perfuade him, that it was all madnefs and enthufiafm: The 
prieft in’ particular was indefatigable in this bad work. It is great- 
ly to be lamented, that men, who call themfelves the minifters of 
Chrift, and affirm that they, and they alone, are capable of teach. 
ing the right way to heaven, fhould neverthelefs be found in the 
{corner’s chair, treating with derifion and contempt the work of | 
converfion, and diffuading men from hoping and feeking the attain- 
ment thereof. In thefe confli&s, Thomas faithfully withftood his 
opponents, and teftified, that if they did not repent and believe in 
Jefus Chrift to the falvation of their fouls, they would inevitably 
“be loft. In this fpirit of ftedfaftnefs and humility, zeal and dili. 
gence, he continued walking in all the ordinances of God, through 
various oppofitions, for near twenty-three years. He ufed to 
fay, “1 am fome times up, and fome times down,” meaning 
thereby, that he was fome times happy, and at other times lefs 
fo. But ftill he aéted like one who confidered himfelf only as 
a ftranger and pilgrim in thé earth, leaving the things that were 
behind, he preffed forward towards the mark of the prize of his 
high calling in Chrift Jefus the Lord. . 
During the courfe of laft winter, it pleafed God to fuffer hinr 
to be affli€ted with a cough. and difficulty of breathing, but under 
this difpenfation he was perfeétly refigned; nothing being of an 
confequence to him, but the poffeffing the whole image of God. ° 
His diforder increafed and feemed to baffle every medical applica- 
tion. ; ; rk 
Some fhort time before he entered into’reft, as his fon ftood by, 
he looked up, and faid, “O! Tommy, how happy are we, that « 
ever the Lord fent us the Methodift Preachers to fhew us the 
{cripture way of falvation.”” Adding with tears, “If I had not ~ 
heard the Gofpel, I fhould have perifhed in my fins for ever.” His - 
diforder increafed daily ; and on the Tuefday preceding his death, _ 
| he 
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he was {peechlefs for fome time; but after a little he recovered 
and faid, “O precious, precious Chrift.” Being raifed up in bed, 
and appearing as if he wanted fomething, one afked, = What do 
you want?” He replied, “I wantafermon on, “So run, that 
ye may obtain.” I have feen them all running, and I want a fer- 
mon preached on thefe words when I am gone to reft.” [A few 
years before this, he dreamt, that hefaw all the world fet out to 
run for fome great prize, and awoke with thefe words on his mind, 
“So ruc, that ye may obtain.” | He then earnefily and affe@tion- 
ately exhorted all around him to make their calling and ele@ion 
fure; repeating many {criptures, fuch as, “The water that I 
fhall give you, fhall be in you a well of water fpringing up to 
everlafting life. He that was rich, for your fakes became poor, 
that ye thro’ his poverty might be rich.” &c: Adding, 

My Jefus to know, And feel his blood flow, 

It is life everlaiting, it is Heaven below ; 

I felt it apply’d, And joyfully cried, 

Me, me, Thou haft lov’d, and for me thou haft died.” 

At all opportunities he affectionately exhorted every one who 
came to fee him, to fecure an intereft in Chrift. His brethren of 
the fociety he warmly intreated to live near God, and attend con- 
ftantly on-the means of Grace, at the fame time to look through 
all to Jefus, the Author of the Means: adding, “ If you do not, 
you will be the moft miferable of all people.” Towards his latter 
end,, when the pain increafed, he fhewed no appearance. of fret- 
fulnefs ; but at intervals, would with great compofednefs fay, 


** O for an heart to praife my God, An heart from fin fet free! 
«‘ An heart that always feels thy blood, So freely {pile for'me!” 


_  The-Lord is my portion, of whom fhall I be afraid 'g The ~ 
Blood of Jefus cleanfeth from all fin: God is Love. O for more 
~~ Jove!” Some time after, his. fon obferving him to grow weaker, 
faid, *‘ Father, I, believe you are much worfe.” He anfwered, 
“* Yes, the thread is now become very weak.” After being filent 
awhile, he faid with aloud voice, ‘* Farewell, Farewell ; meet me 
in Glory !” and about fun-rifing on Good Friday, 1793, he entered 
into the purchifed poffeflion, the inheritance among the faints 
in light. This awful change he underwent without any appear- 
_ance of pain, juft as if falling afleep. 1 preached a fermon on 
tthe text which the dying faint requefted. Such a folemn awe 
refted on the congregation as I have feldom feen, and I believe 
: they all, at that time,’ at leaft, determined to run, fo that they 
might obtain the pearl of great price. | Thus we fee, notwith- 
ftanding deep ignorance, the prejudice of education, the power 
and influence of falfe teachers, together with the oppofition of an 
ignorantand ungodly world, that Thomas Croffon continued to live 
and die a_witnefs of the free grace of God, and the power of 
Chrift to fave to the uttermoft, ? 


Lifburn, May-15th, 1793. . "JOHN KERR. 
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WRITTEN IN SICKNESS. 
a URELY. O Lord! I now can fay, 


«Thy gracious will be done ;” 
Thofe willing words flow freely forth, 
Nor loiter on my tongue. 


My pain and ficknefs I receive 
As meffengers of love : 
' ‘They point to an eternal reft 
With bleffed faints above. 


No charge the Adverfary brings 
Againft thy rebel child ; 

Jefus has brought my pardon downs 
I fee Thee reconcil’d. 

No drag upon my chariot wheels, 
Relinquifh’d all below, 

My foul would burft its prifon-bars, 
And fly this vale of woe. 

A monument of fov’reign grace, 
L yield myfelf to Thee, 

Nor caft one ling’ring look behind ;— 
Jefus has fet me free. 


‘EVENING MEDITATION ON THE CRUCIFIXION. 
IMITATION OF AN OLD SPIRITUAL WRITER, 


; M Y Lord, my Saviour died, For guilty finners fake’: 
The tokens of his love Oft keep mine eyes awake. 
I cannot chufe but mourn, That He fhould fuffer fo ; 
And yet it is the fource Whence all my comforts flow. 


I cannot chufe but mourn, Whofe fins made Him to bleed ;. 
And yet, fuch facrifice My foul from death hath freed. 
*Twas not the treacherous Jews That did my Lord betray ; 
It was my heinous fins, More treacherous far than they. 


*T was not the foldier’s {pear That pierc’d my Saviour’s fide ;. 
*T'was my ingratitude, My unbelief, my pride. . 
Thefe were the bloody thorns That did his temples wound, _ 
And caus’d thofe facred drops That did bedew the ground, 
And when his Father’s wrath Drew forth that bitter cry, 
He yielded up his life For rebels—fuch as I. ;, 
And can I chufe but mourn, When fkies and rocks did rend,, 
And Nature veil’d her face, At fight of fuch an end ? 
. But hafte, my foul, to view Thy happinefs reftor’d, 
And death and hell fubdu'd, By thy triumphant Lord : 
Put off thy mourning weed, Thy Jefus reigns on high, 
Receiving gilts for men, For rebels—fuch as I. oes. 
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The Life of Mr. JAMES RENWICK, 
Minifter of the Gofpel. 


M& JAMES RENWICK was born at Glencairn in Nich- 
dale, Feb, 15, 1662. His parents were of exemplary 
piety: they had feveral children before James, who all died young, 
which very much diftreffed his mother. Her hufband ufed to 
comfort her by faying, “Iam well fatisfied to have children, 
whether they die young or old, provided they are only heirs of 
glory.” But this did not entirely fatisfy her, and therefore the 
earneftly prayed that the Lord would give her a child, who might 
not only be an heir oj glory, but alfo live to be ufeful in his gene- 
ration. When James was-born, fhe received him as from the 
Lord in anfwer to prayer, and likewife confidered herfelf as under 
the moit ferious hates to dedicate him to the fervice of the 
fan&tuary. The Lord indicated his acceptance of the return of 
his own gift, by giving her to fee very early evidences of a work 
of grace upon the child’s mind: When he was two years old 
he an to aim at prayer, which induced her to hope that the 
Lord would be with him, and make him an inftrument in nis: 
hand of doing good to the fouls of men; fo that all the difficulties 
and dangers he underwent to his dying day, never moved her 
from this confidence, that the Lord would carry him thro’ and 
bring him off the ftage of life in fome honourable way for his 
own glory. His father alfo was fully perfuaded that his fon’s 
time in this world would be but fhort, and that the Lord would 
make him eminently ufeful. he» 
When he was fix years old the Lord began to prepare his mind 
for the work which be intended him to do. He was led to rea- 
fon very much, for the fpace of two years, how all things were 
made ? and for what end? until by prayer, and meditation upon 
the hiftory of the creation, he came to be fully fatisfied, of Vhat 
God created all things, and that for the manifeftation of his own 
glory.” Sometime after this, his mind was much exerciled re- 
{peéting the Being of Gop; as he was walking in the fields and 
looking up to the mountains, he faid, “ If thefe mountains were all 
devouring furnaces of burning brimflone, 1 would be content to 
go through them all, if by that means I could be fully fatisfied that 


_ there is a God,” Out of this diftrefs the Lord mercifully delivered 
_ him, by giving him a clear manifeftation of his love towards him 


in Chrift Jefus. — . : 
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From his early years he was remarkable for a tender regard 
and obedience to his parents, fo that when, they {poke of putting 
him to a-trade, he would fay nothing agatnft it, but his inclina- 
tions were toward his book; and divine Providence favoured him 
in this refpeét, by raifing him up friends, who kindly affilled him 
at {chool in Edinburgh, till he was fit for the univerficy; and 
feeing him of an hopeful difpofition, they interefted themfelves in 
his education, encouraging him to afliit young gentlemen in their 
ftudies, in order that he might proceed in his owa at the fame 
time. This proved a fuare to him, and greatly hindered him in 


the purfuit of folid piety, while he was endeavouring to lay,ina ~ 


ftock of ufeful knowledge, which has too often- been the cafe 
with young men. When the time came that he was to leave the 
college, he refufed to take the oath of allegiance, which brought 
him into difgrace. After this he continued his ftudies, and attend- 
ed on the ordinances of God. ' 

He was brought into great diftrefs of mind on account of the 
unfaithfulnefs of many minifters, who, as he thought, yielded too 
much to thofe who were then in power; but was delivered by 
confidering how remarkably the Lord appeared.for thofe who 
continued faithful. He obferved their ftedfaftnefs to their princi- 
ples, their confidence in God, and unwearted patience under afl 
the hardfhips which they endured: Being prefent at ihe execution 
of that faithful Servant of God, Mr. Cargil, and obferving how 
wonderfully the Lord fupported and comforted him at the time of 
his death, Mr. Renwick determined to embark with thofe faith- 
ful witneffes in that caufe for which they fuffered ; and was fo 
ftrengthened and eftablifhed in this refolution, from the word: of 


~ God which was fealed with a {trong hand upon his foul, that atl 


the temptations and perfecutions which he afterwards met with, 
could never fhake his mind to the day of his death ; like Mofes, 
he accounted the reproach of Chrittiigeoater riches than all the 
treafures of this vain world, and therefore chofe to fuffer afffic- 
tion with the people of God, rather than enjoy the pleafures of 
fin fora feafon, for he had refpe&t to the recompence of the reward. 

In this perfuafian, he came to a meeting of fome of his bre- 


thren, and by his difcourfe :efrefhed them greatly, teftifying how 


much he was grieved on account of thofe who thro’ fear or favour 
fell off from that which they had believed'to be the caufe of God. 
He obferved, That it would be a great eafe to his mind to be en» 
gaged with q faithful remnant who would courageoufly bear a 
cleaf and full teftimiony againft the corruptions of the times: and 


’ that be fhould defire nothing more than to lend all the help in his 


power to fuch perfons. At vhis firft coming among them, le was 
taken great notice of, for while fome were talking ‘of i bet 


the bodies of the martyrs who were lately executed, and had bee 


buried under the Gallows, he was very aétive in aflifting inthatdan- 
Cameron — 


Mr. Rens | 
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Berous piece of bufinels. When the adherents of Mr. 
and Caryil were {cattered abread througuout the land, 
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wick endeavoured to fettle a general correfpondence among them, 


for preferving union, and preventing theit running into exwremes 
of any kind. A door being opened at this time, in the United Pro- 


 Vinees, for preferving a regular fuccefhion of faithful minifters, 


Mr. Renwick, with fome others, went over to be ordained for 
the minifiry. He feitled at the univerfity of Groningen, where 
he followed his ftudies with unwearied diligence, and in a fhort 
time was ordained by the minifters of that place. 

He now exeeedingly longed to improve his talent for the good 
of the poor perfecuted peuple in Scotland, and finding a fhip ready 
to fail, he embarked at the Brill; but was fo difcouraged by 
the wickednefs-of the paffengers, that he left that fhip, and went 
on board another bound for Ireland. A violent florm obliged them 
to putin at Rye in England, about the time when there was fo 
much noife about the Rye-houfe plot ; here he was expofed to no 
{mall danger, but the Lord preferved him. After various perils 
at fea, he arrived fafe at Dublin, and had many conflicts wih 
thofe minifters who had proved unfaithful. His {fpirit and 
temper of mind were fuch, as obliged them to confels, thit he 
was a picus and zealous youth. In his paflage to Scotland he met 
with confiderable dangers, and had a profpéét of many more, not 
knowing where to land, as all the ports were ftriétly watched, and 
the captain refufed to let him go, until he gave in his name. At 
laft the captain was prevailed upon to fet him on fhore, where 
he began his weary uncertain wanderings, thro’ an unknown ywil- ~ 
derne(s, among ftrangers ; it being fome time before he could 
meet with any of the focieties. 

In Sept. 1683, he entered upon the minifterial work in Scots 
land, taking up the teftimony of the ftandard of Chrift, where 
it had been fixed, but had falllen wt the death of good Mr. 
Cargil. In the midft of many difficulties and dangers, he was. 
received by a poor perfecuted people, who had loft all their. 
worldly fabftance for the fake of the gofpel; and however they 
might be miftsken in fome things, it is hard to fay, what other 
feo they could have in view but the glory of God, and the fal- 
vation of their fouls, confidering the extreme hard{hips they were 
obliged to endure. His firft public meeting was in a mofs 
at Darmeed, where he informed the congregation how he was 
called to the minifiry, upon what ground he then ftood, and what 
he was determined to do through the help of the Lord, 

At his frft entrance upon the miniltry, he met with great op- 

bundance was poured 
upon him, and all forts of falfe reports were {pread through the 
country concerning him, in fo much that many of the minifters 
ligion were prejudiced againft him. In the 
h went thro’ the country concerning 
raged on account of his 
reaching in the fields, they -aifed a more cruel perfecution againft 
faaali ehis againft any of his predeceffors.. He was publicly 
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proclaimed a traitor and a rebel; his followers were purfued with 
the utmoft fury ; notwithftanding which, the more they were Op-~ 
pofed, the more they encreafed in number. Mr. Renwick never 
omitted one day’s preaching, but laboured faithfully in the Lord’s 
vineyard; fometimes he preached in the churches, when the weather 
was fo bad, or the danger fo great, that he could not preach in the 
fields ; but this offended fome of the minifters, who aecufed him 
with intruding upon their parifhes, without their confent. Alas 
for fuch minifters! could that be deemed a crime, when a Servant 
of God, by the violence of perfecution, or the inclemency of the 
weather, was drove into a church to preach the golpel of Chriit, 
to a ftarving and greatly oppreffed people? 

In 1684, the foldiers began to double their diligence in feareh- 
ing after him, from whom he had many remarkable deliverances. 
At one time, as he was going to a meeting, a countryman feeing 
him to be weary, lent him his herfe to rice upon for fome miles. 
They were furprized by a party of foldiers, and the two men who 
were with him were taken and dreadfully wounded. Mr. Renwick 
was fo clofely followed, (the foldiers firing upon him all the time) 
that he was obliged to leave the horfe, and feeing no other refuge, 
he ran to a great heap of flones, where being for a fhort time out 
of their fight, he found an hollow place into which he crept,.and 
committed himfelf into the hand of God, with calm fubmiffion to 
his will, either to live or die. In this fituation he was encouraged 
to believe that he fhould be referved for greater ufetulnefs in the 
Church; the words of the Pfalmift were brought to his mind, 
‘‘ He fhall give his angels charge concerning thee.” The foldiers 
fearched all the hill, but were prevented from looking into the 
a where he lay, fo that he efcaped from them at that time. 

any fuch defperate chafes he and his followers met with, fome 
continuing whole days and nights, in the wildeft places in the 
country, being expofed to all forts of hardfhips and dangers. 

In the courfe of this year, the Council iffued a proclamation 
for apprehending Mr. Renwick, forbidingall perfons from conceal- 
ing him, or to give him either meat, drink, or any entertain- 
ment. The poor fufferers were reduced to almoft incredible 
ftraits ; they were not only in the greateft danger of being mur- 
dered by the foldiers, but of f{tarving to death by hunger and cold, 
Soloman fays, ‘* Oppreffion makes the wife man mad;” fo thefe 
rigorous proceedings drove the oppreffed people to adopt fuch 
meafures as cannot be juftified, and which brought them into ftill 
greater troubles and hardfhips: They publithed a declaration of 
their political fentiments, which fo enraged the men in power, 
that they ordered a reward of 500 marks for apprehending any 
one of them ; that no or above the age of fixteen fhould travel 
without a pafs ; and that every one fhould take the oath of abjuras 
tion, The perfecution now became fo hot, that many were thot 
dead in the fields, without any trial at all; others who refufed to 
tase the oath, were apprehended, fenienced, and executed, all on 
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the fame day : And thofe who attended the executions, were re- 
quired to fay, Whether thofe men fuffered juftly or not. 

Mr. Renwick’s difficulties multiplying, the Lord was pleafed to 
lighten his burthen by the help of Mr. David Houfton, from Ire- 
Jand,.and Mr. Alexander Shields, who united with him in bear- 
ing a public teftimony againft the prevailing evils of the times. 
Yet he met with unkind treatment even from thofe who profeffed 
to be friends to religion, but none of thefe things moved him: he 
continued with great diligence in his mafter’s work, altho’ his body 
was fo much weakened, that he was obliged to be carried to the 
web of. meeting ; yet he never once complained of his affliftions, 

ut patiently endured them, as feeing him who is invifible. In 
the mean time the perfecution increafed, fo that within five months 
no lefs than fifteen very {tri fearches were made for him, and an 
hundred pounds fterling offered to any one who would bring him 
in dead or alive. 

In the beginning of the year 1688, being now near the end of 
his courfe, he ran very faft, and worked hard, both as a minifter 
and as a chriftian. As he went to Edinburgh in his way to Peebles, 
he narrowly efcaped being apprehended. From thence he went 
into Fife, and preached on feveral fabbaths. On the 29th of January, 
he preached his laft fermon at Borrowftonnefs. He returned to 
Edinburghand lodged in a friend’s houfe upon the Caftle-hill, who 
was faid to deal in uncuftomed goods. A cuftom-houfe officer 
hearing him at prayer with the family fufpeéted who he was, and 
came next morning with fome other officers, on pretence of fearch- 
ing for prohibited goods. Mr. Renwick hearing the noife, came 
out of his room, and was challenged by the officer. Upon which 
Mr. Renwick went out at another door, but as he was run- 
ning, he fell feveral times, and at laft was taken and carried be- 
fore a committee of the council, who ordered him to prifon. He 
now betook himfelf to prayer, intreating for grace to bring him 
thro’ approaching trials, and that his enemies might not be fuffered 
to torture his body ; both which requefts were granted, and by him 
thankfully acknowledged before his execution. Before he receiv-~ 
ed his indilment, he was taken before the Chancellor, and ex- 
amined refpe€ting his owning the king’s authority and feveral other 
particulars; Mr. Renwick delivered himfelf with fuch freedom 
and boldnefs as aftonifhed all that were prefent. 

After receiving his indiétment, his pious Mother was permitted 
to fee him, to whom he fpoke many comfortable words. He la- 
mented that he was now obliged to leave his poor flock, and de- 


_ ¢lared, that, notwithftanding the great perils and hardfhips he had 


endured for the truth’s fake, yet if he was again petmitted to preach 
in the fields, he durft not deviate from the Truth, but fhould look 
spon himfeli as obliged to bear a faithful teftimony againft all un- 
godlinefs as he had done before: Adding, “I defire that none will 
be troubled on my account, but rather rejoice with me, for I am 
now joyfully waiting in hope for my coronation hour.” 2 
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At another time, his Mother afked him, how he found himfelf ? 
He anfwered, “ Since my laft examination I can fearcely pray, I 
am fo taken up with praifing God; and am fo ravifhed with the 
joy of my “Lord.” His Mother expreffed her fear of fainting 
away, when fhe fhould fee his head and his hands fet up among 
the reft of the Martyrs over the gate of the city. He filed and 
faid, ** You fhall never fee them there; I have offered up my life 
wnfo the Lord, and 1 have prayed unto bim that he would bind 
them up ; and I am perfuaded that they will not be permitted to 
torture my body, nor to touch one hair of my head, farther than 
to take away my life.” At firft he was much afraid of the torture, 
but cow having obtained this confidence in God, that terror was 
removed; and he faid, ‘1 would rather that they fhould caft me 
into a chaldron of boiling oi!, than that I fhould do any thing 
againft the trath.” When fome of his friends were permitted to 
fee him, he exhorted them to make fure of their peace with God, 
and to.be fledfaft in his ways.” “And when they lamented his lofs, 
-he anfwered ‘ You fhould rather praife the Lord, that lam taken 
away from thofe. reproaches which have nearly broken my heart, 
and which could only be wiped off by laying down my life for 
the truth.” eae 

Feb. 8, he appeared before the Jufticiary, and when his indi&t- 
ment was read, the Clerk afked him, if he adhered to his former 
contefficn, and acknowledged all that was in the indi€tment P He 
an{wered, “Al, except where it faid, 2 ca/? off all fear of God, 
that I deny, — for it is, becanfe I fear to offend God; and violate 
his Jaw, that fam here this day, ready to be condemned.” After 
‘fome further examination, he was brought in guilty, and fentence 

‘pated upon him, That he fhould be executed in the Grafs- 
Market on the Friday following. Lord Linlithgow, Juftice-gene= 
ral, afked if be defired a longer time ? He anfwered, * It 1s all one to 
me; if it be protragted, it is welcomé: if it is fhortened, it is 
welcome; my Mafter’s time is the beft time.” Being returnedto 
prifon, without his knowledge, he was reprieved till the 17th of 
February. It is rather remarkable, that aliho’ none of thofe who 
fuffered in the former part of this dreadful period, {poke to the 
Judges with more freedom and boldnefs, than Mr. Renwick, yet 
‘none were treated with fuch moderation. The lenity of the 
Judges was admired by many ; for they permitted him to fay what 
-he pleafed, without threatening or interruption, although he gave 
none of them the title of lord, except Linlithgow, who was a no- 


bleman by birth. Bifhop Paterfon, often vifited him in prifon, 


and endeavoured to procure a fecond reprieve for him, which 
-would eafily have been granted, had he himfelf petitioned for it, 
The Bithop afked him, if he thought that nome could be faved, 
but thofe who held his principles ?. Mr. Renwick anfwered, «J 
never faid, nor thought fo: but there are truths which I fuffer for, 
and 1 have not rathly concluded upon them, but deliberately; and 
_ of a long time I have been fatisfied, that they are fufficient points 


‘ 


, 
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to fuffer for.” The Bithop tock his leave, declaring his forrow, 
that he fhould be fo tenacious of his principles ; And the night 
before Mr. Renwick fuffered, the biltop feat to him again, des 
claring his readinefs to ferve him to the utmoft of his power. 

Dalrymple, the king’s advocate, paid him a vilit, and declared 
that he was forry for his death, and that it fhould happen in his 
time. Yet notwithflanding this, he was kept fo clofe a: prifoner 
that he could get nothing wrote; he had only juft begun to wrile 
his teflimony and this was taken from him, and he was deprived 
of pen, ink, and paper, A friend afked him, how he was ? 
He anf{wered, ‘‘] am very well; butI {hall be better w:thin three 
days.” And then faid to his mother, ‘“ The laft execution I was 
a witnefs of, was Robert Grays, and I had then a flrong impreffion 
upon my mind, that I fhould be the next. I now fee a necefhty 
for my {fuffering, for my death will be of greater ufe, than my 
life would have been, had I lived many years.” One afked him 
what he thought God would do with the remnant that he left. be- 
hind? Mr. Renwick. anfwered, ‘ It fhall be well with them, for 
God will not forfake his inheritance.” 

Onthe day of his execution, the chief jailor begged, that at 
the place of execution, he would fay nothing about the caufe of 
his death, and that he would forbear all refleétions. Mr. Renwick 


e. anfwered, ‘“ What God fhall give me to fpeak, that I will fpeak, 
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and nothing lefs.” The jailor faid, ‘* You may flill have your 
life, if you will only fign this petiuion.” He anfwered, “I never 
read in the f{cripture or in hiflory, that the martyrs petitioned for 
their lives, when they were called to fuffer for the iruth, tho’ 
fome of them remonitrated againft their lives being takea away $ 
but I judge, that in my circumftances, to fign that petition, would 
be to recede from the truth, and to decline from the tellimony of 
Chrift.” 
~His mother and fiffers, having obtained leave to fee him, after 
taking a little refrefhment, he returned thanks, and faid, * O 
Lord, thou haft now brought me within two hours of eternity, 
and this is no maiter of terror to me, any more than if I wasto - 
lie down on a bedof rofes: Nay, thro’ grace, I can fay, to thy 
praife, I never had any fear of death fince I came to this prifon; 
but from the place where I was firfl taken, I could have gone veiy 
comfortably to the fcaffold. O how can I contain the thougiits of 
this, to be within two hours of the crown of glory!” He ex. 
horted them much to prepare for death, “ For it is (f{aid he,) the 
kin ‘of terrors, though now it is not fo tome: Let us be glad 
and rejoice, for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and the bride 
has made herfelf ready. Could I ever have thought that the fear 
of fuffering and of death would have been fo taken from me! 
But it is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in my eyes! L 
“have many times counted the coft ot following Chrift, but never 
thought it would be fo eafy; and who can tell the honour and 
har pinefs of that word, “He that confeffech me bejore men, him 
mT confe/s before my Father?’ lam. now near the end of 


‘time, 
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time, and I defire to blefs the Lord, it affords me unfpeakable 

peace, that he has kept me from complying with his sei apa 
any degree.” Perceiving his mother weep, he faid, pene 3 
he who loves any thing better than Chrift, is not worthy of him. 
If you love me, rejoice that 1 am going to my Father, to ee 
the enjoyment of what eye hath not feen nor ear heard. : ren 
he went to prayer, and pleaded much in behalf of the fu ae 
remnant ; declaring with great confidence, that he was ftrength- 
ened to hope, that the Lord would yet be gracious to eae Zs 

Upon hearing the drums beat for the guards to attend, he al 

in a tranfport of joy, “ Yonder is the welcome warning ae -~y 
marriage; the bridegroom is coming, and I am ready; yes, or 
ready.” Then taking leave of his mother and fifters, he Br Ae 
them not to be difcouraged on his account; adding, | Be a 
all is done, you fhall fee matter for praife in this day’s —— 
Being taken to the council-houfe, where his fentence was Te = 
they defired him to {peak what he had to fay there. He an{wered, 
** I have nothing to fay to you, but this one word, Jer. XXV1. 14, 
15.“ As for me, behold I am in your hand: do with me as feemeth 
good and meet unto you: But know ye for certain, that if you 
put me to death, ye will furely bring innocent blood upon your- 
felves.” He was told that the drums would beat at the fcaffold 
all the time, and therefore they advifed him to pray there: he 
replied, “ I will not be limited in what I fhall fay; 1 have pre- 
meditated nothing ; but I will fpeak what the Lord fhall give 
me.” “They offered him any muifter to go along with him: 
But he an{wered, “If I would have taken any of them for ny 
counfellors or comforters, I fhould not have been here this 
‘day. I defire none with me but this one man;” meaning a 
friend that was waiting upon him. : 

He went to the fcaffold. with great chearfulnefs, as one in a 
tranfport of triumphant joy. There being an innumerable mul- 
titude of {peétators, and the drums continually beating, but little 
could be heard. Mr. Renwick fung the 103d Pfaim, and read — 
Rev. xix. then he prayed, recommending his foul to God thro® 
the Redeemer, and his caufe to be vindicated as the Lord fhould fee 
good. Among other things he faid, “ This is the moft joyful 
day I have ever feen in this world; a day that I have longed for 
very much: I praife the Lord, that he has honoured me with 
the crown of martyrdom; an honour which the angels are not 
. privileged with.” He complained of being difturbed in the 
worfhip of God, but faid, * 1 thall foon be above thefe clouds ; 
then I fhall enjoy my God without interruption or intermiffion, 
for ever.” Prayer being ended, he faid, * peétators, lam come 
here this day to fuffer for the truths of Chrift; truths for which 
Iam neither afraid nor afhamed to fuffer: I blefs the Lord, that 
he ever accounted me worthy, or enabled me to fuffer any thing 
for him: and I defire to praife the riches. of his grace, that he 


hath _ 
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hath not only kept me from the grofs pollutions of the times, 
but alfo from the many ordinary pollutions of children ; and as 
for fuch as I have been ftained with, be hath wafhed and cleanfed 
me from them in his own precious blood. I die a Proteftant, 
and’ I leave my teftimony in favour of preaching in the fields, 
and of all thofe-truths which have been fealed by the blood 
fhed upon the {caffolds in this land ; againft all profanenefs, and 
every thing contrary to found dofirine and the power of godli- 
nefs ; particularly againft -all encroachments made upon the 
kingdom of Chrift, the Prince of all the kings upon earth, 
who muft have the glory of ruling in his own houfe 
the Church.” ~~ “* You who are the people of God, do not be 
weary of maintaining the teftimony of the day, in your feveral 
ftations and places; and whatever you do, make fure of an 
intereft in Chrift ; for there is a ftorm coming that will try your 
foundation. And you who are ftrangers to God, break off yeur 
fins by repentance, elfe I fhall be a fad witnefs againft you in 
the day of the Lord.” 

Here they obliged him to defift, and to go up the ladder, where 
he prayed and faid, “ Lord, I die in the faith that thou will not 
leave Scotland; but that thou wilt make the blood of thy wit- 
neffes the feed of thy Church, and return again and be glorious 
inthis land. And now Lord, I-am ready ; the bride, the Lamb’s 
wife, hath made herfelf ready.” The napkin being tied about his 
face, he faid to his friend who attended him, “ Farewell; be di- 
ligent in duty, make your peace with God through Chrift. There’ 
is a’ great trial coming. As to the remnant which I leave I have 
committed them to God. Tell them from me, not to be weary nor 
difcouraged, the Lord will provide them minifters, and make 
thofe defpifed truths glorious in the end.” He was then turned » 
over with thefe his laft words, “ Lord, into thy hands I commend 
my fpirit ; for thou haft redeemed me, O Lord God of Truth |” 

Thus died the faithful, pious, and zealous JaMEs RENWicK, 
when he had juft entered upon his 27th year; a young man, and 
a young minifter, but a ripe chriftian, and a renowned martyr of 
Chrift, for whofe fake he loved not his life unto death, by whofe 
blood and the word of his teftimony he overcame; and, to the 
conviétion of many who had formerly defpifed him, was fignally 


‘vindicated, being fo wonderfully fupported, and favoured with 


the prefence of God in the trying hour. Such a treafure of 
‘patience, meeknefs, humility, conftancy, fervent love, and courage- 
ous zeal, the Lord bad given this youth, as confounded his 
enemies, comforted his friends, and very much aftonifhed all. 
Mr. RENWICK was low of ftature, of a fair complexion, and 


of a ruddy and beautiful countenance, Moft men {poke well of 


him after he was dead: even thofe who condemned him to death, 
as well as others, faid, that they believed he was gone to heaven, . 
Lord Talbot, one of his Judges, declared, “ Mr, Renwick was 
Vou. XIX. Ofiober a7. . . ene 
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one of the firmeft maintainers of his principles that ever came 
before us. Others we prevailed upon one time or -another, to 
waver, but him we never could move. Where we left him, there 
we found him. We never could make him yield or vary in the 
leaft. He was of all men we have feen, determined to abide by 
the old way of church government; had he lived in Knox’s days, 
he would not have died by any laws then exifting.” Mr. Ren- 
wick was the laft, that on a {caffold, fealed his teftimony for re- 
ligion, liberty, and the work of reformation in Scotland. 

When we confider the foregoing account, we can hardly for- 
bear faying, that it is pity but fuch a pious and zealous youth had 
lived in better days, in which he might have. exercifed all his 
talents for the glory of God and the falvation of fouls. But the 
ways of Gop are myfterious to us;, we cannot fully compre- 
hend them, But we know in whofe hands are the refidue 
of the Spirit, and that he can raife up and duly qualify what 
number of minifters he fhall fee good; therefore it concerns 
us ‘to pray, that the Lord of the harveft, will gracioufly con- 
defcend to fend forth more faithful labourers into his barvelt,. 
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A SERMON on MERCY, 
[ Concluded from page 429. | ° 


It ET us now examine, in the fecond place, the Produ&ions 
.4and Effe€ts of this Merey. Jefus Chrift points out two in 
ourtext; which are, 1. To do noevil to our neighbour, Fudge not, 
and ye fall not be judged: Condemn not, and ye shall not be ~ 
condemned, &8c. 2. Todo good to our neighbour. Give, and it 
Jhall be given unto you: Forgive, and ye fhall be forgiven. The. 
evil which mercy fhuns, is judging and condemning. By a fecret 
and criminal inclination of nature, €orrupted man endeavours 
always to elevate himfelf above others, and by confequence; — 
feeks for opportunities to deprefs them. In order to this, he 
magnifies the faults and imperfeétions of others, and extenuates the 
good qualities which may be found in them, His jealous and 
envious heart wifhes that there may be no good quality but in 
himfelf, and that others may have none but evil ones, to the end 
that he alone may be efteemed, and that all others may be abafed, 
Such is the condition of every unconverted man; and it is from | 
this criminal difpofition, that evil furmifes, rath judgments, pre- 
cipitate decifions, and all the other unjuft procedures againft our 
neighbour flow. . . 7, es 
This malignity of the corrupted heart, fheds its baneful’in- 
fluence over the beft things, There is nothing, however innocent | 
or.holy, which a proud unmerciful man does not give himfelf ° 
liberty to condemn. But to whom does our Lord fay in the’ 
text, Jue not, condemn not? It is to his di/eiples, to thofe wha 
. ee Hae £P 
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had already received a certain meafure of the gifts of his Spirit. 
He well knew that his difciples were as yet liable to be deceived 
by good appearances, and to make many falfe fteps, under cover 
of an indifcreet zeal, Satan, who is always harraffing the fola 
Jowers of God, never fails to profit by the weakneffes of nature, 
in order to turn the upright from thé Truth. The hatred which 
a man fhould always feel to fin, Satan endeavours to turn again{t 
the perfon in whom the fin is found. He tempts men to mingle 
their own judgments with the judgment of Gop, and to unite 
their own ftrange fire, with the facred flame which is taken from 
the Altar of the Lord. 

This deceit is the more dangerous, becaufe it works imper« 
ceptibly ; a man will not be upon-his guard againft that which he 
clits to be good, andas foon as he prefumes to have the Word 
of Gop on his fide, he may eafily make ufe of it to juftify his 
paffion, to fatisfy the fecret hatred which he bears to his neigh- 
bour, and to give elafticity to his pride. In confequence of this, 
his neighbour is judged and condemned under the appearance of 
truth, juftice, and zeal for the glory of God. This is one of 
the remains of the poifon of the old ferpent; which fhould 
neither be fuffered in, nor fpared by thofe who call on the Name 
of the Lord Jefus, and who profefs to have God for their Father. 
To fuch, it is neceflary to fay, with our Lord, “ Judge not, that 
ye be not judged :” They alfe fhould hear that cutting reproach 
which-God gives to the hypocrites among his people, Pfalm 1. 
1g, &c. “ Thou giveft thy mouth to evil, and thy tongue frameth 
deceit; Thou fitteft, and fpeakeft againft thy brother, and flan- 
dereft thine own mother’s fon. Thefe things haft thou done; and I 
kept filence ;- thou thoughteft that I was altogether fuch an one as 
thyfelf; but I will reprove thee, and fet them in order before thine 
eyes.” , 

J svantortal Souls! who defire to efcape the judgmeht of con- 


‘ demnation, befeech him, who is the Judge of quick and dead, 
‘that he would put a bridle in your jaws, anda curb on the danger- 


sus inclination you have to judge your neighbour; left you be if 
Pesiisieds Day cedipensdea isi #e Throne ! Permit the voice of 
Divine Wifdom to reprove you, “ Judge not, that ye be not judg- 
ed.” Be teachable to the inftruétions of that Eternal Wildom, 
which calls you back from your wanderings, thro* the fincete 
defire of refcuing you from pefdition. When, in judging your 
neighbour, or in talking of him to his difadvantage, you hear a 


_fecret voice, which reproves you, and difturbs you, praife Gon, 


who does not leave you without a Witnels in your confcience ; 
profit by thefe correétions, and permit this ftrange firé to be 
quenched, which fo readily mingles itfelf with the ardour of your 
zeal. May Gop judge, corrett, and amend us here, that we 
may not perith with thofe who prejudge his Jadgmenis!, 

~~ Let us now fee what is implied in judging, and condemning, to 
the end, that we may avoid all falfe and precipitate judgment on 
the one hand; arid onthe other, that we may not take that fox 
gt 2 tah 


478 SERMON on MERCY, 


rafh judgment, which is not fuch. Our bleffed. Saviour, after 
having faid, Fudge not, condemn not, fhews us his meaning, by 
pointing out thofe judgments which he condemns. 

1. A rafh judgment, is that which is pronounced by a man 
who ts ftill in a flate of fpiritual . blindnefs, and who, not being 
illuminated from above, is therefore incapable of judging foundly 
of {piritual things, yet notwithftanding fets bimfelf up as a leader 
of others, a judge of their a&ions, and a cenfor of their condu&. 
It is of fuch blind guides that Jefus Chrift fpeaks, when he fays, 
Can the blind, lead the blind? Shall they not both fall into the 
ditch ? ver. 39; as if he had faid, “ Is it poffible, that a perfon 
who is enveloped in the thickeft darknefs, fhould dare to judge of 
the fpiritual eftate of others? If he do, muft not his judgment 
be rafh, and foolifh? and does he not endanger his own Soul, 
and run the rifque of falling into the ditch, while he is conduét- 
ing another thither ? é 

This teaches us to underfland the true value of the judgments 
which are formed by the world, on the ftate and condua of the 
children of God. ‘Spiritual and divine things are not known by 
this dark world, and it cannot comprehend them,. becaufe it res 
ceives not the Spirit of God, by which alone they can be known 
and difcerned. Therefore, all the judgments which the natural 
man forms of a child of God, can be no other than rath and falfe ; 
and confequently thefe fhould not trouble a faithful foul, Finally, 
it is not the animal and impious man only, whois capable of form. 
ing precipitate and falfe judgments; young converts, who are ad- 
vanced but a little way in the knowledge ot divine things, are fub- 
jeét to this evil alfo: they frequently judge. according to thein 
contracted view of things, and condemn that which does not cor- 
‘re{pond to. their own opinion. They do not confider, that a ma 
in the beginning of his converfion, is like to the blind man in, 
the gofpel, who having partially recoyered his fight, faw ‘men, 
who appeared to be like walking trees, and-did not fee diftinly, » 
till Chrift had touched his eyes the /econd time. He therefore 
who is yet partially blind, fhould not prefume to lead others: in 
guiding them badly, he is in danger of falling into the pit.of 
pride and vain glory, and into the {nare of the devil. In this flate, 
the wileft, and fafeft part which a perfon, can take, is to pray, 
that he may be guided and enlightened by the Lord, left, that 
looking with half clofed eyes, he take men for trees, motes for 
beams, and gnats for camels, : - 

.2. Arafh judgment, is that which is made by a perfon who 
is himfelf engaged in the things which he condemns, who does 
not think of plucking the beam out of his own eye, before he 
looks at the mote which is in his brother's. i ip 

From fuch a perfon, (who is not fit to reprove in an efficacious 


and ufeful.manner,) Jefus Chrift takes away all authority of re. 

proving, when he fays, Thou hypocrite ! jirft take away the beam 

éhat ts in thy own eye, While this is not taken away, he cans - 
% 


not 
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mot reafonably ftumble at the mote, which is in his brother’s 


doft thou commit adultery ? Thou who makeft thy boaft of the 
law, through breaking the law, difhonoure? thou God ?—The 
name of God is blafphemed among the Gentiles through you,” 

om. v. 21. We may well fay to each of thofe cenfors ; 
“* Hypocrite, take firft the deam out of thine own eye, and then 
fhalt thou difcern how to take the mote out of thy brother’s :” 
Thou liveft thyfelf in grofs and fcandalous fins; thou_art ftill a 
drunkard, a glutton; thou art a lover of the world}, covetous 
and proud; and dareft thou arrogate to thyfelf the right of judg. 
ing and condemning others ? Thou pretendeft to be a teacher, a 
fhepherd and leader of others, and thou dareft to cenfure fins lefs 
enormous than thy own! Hypocrite, take firft the great beam 
out of thy own eye, before thou lookeft at the mote which is in 
the eye of thy brother. 

Finally, a rath judgment is that which is formed on motes, on. 
matters of /mal/ importance, or on weaknefles which might be 
eafily borne with or excufed. This happens among thofe un- 
merciful perfons, who give no quarter to their neighbour, wha 
exaggerate his fmalleft faults, make that pafs for vice, which 
is pethaps a good quality, interpret his beft aétions in a finifter’ 
manner, and criticife unmercifully on the f{malleft portions of 
chaff, which may be found among the good grain. Thefe are. 
wicked, falfe, unjuft, and rath judgments. Thefe are what is 


- juftly termed, * Straining out a gnat, and {wallowing a camel ;” 
 pafling by the greateft diforders, or excufing them, while they 


: judge and condemn their neigbbour for the leaft, (and often, 


imaginary) fault, There is nothing more unjuft than thofe judg- 
ments, nothing more condemnable than thofe condemnations. 
- But if our Saviour condemns here, blind, hypocritical, and 


- wnjuft judgments, it is not to the true minifters of God, that he 


 fays, judge not. On the contrary, he wills, that after having’ 
_ been purified as the children of Levi, after having judged them- 


ne 


_ felves and been difciplined by the Holy Spirit, they are to judge 
_ between the holy and unclean, between that which is leprous, 
_ and that which is not. Son of man, faid the Lord to Ezekiel, ' 
_ wilt thou not judge them? Yes, without doubt, a minifter of God 
- ought-to judge the ftete of his auditors, condemn their vices, fee 
_ prove, cenfure, and denounce the judgments of God againit 
them, if they do not turn from them, I will go further ; every 
_ child of God, after having been rendered capable of difcerning 


Apiritual things, may judge and condemn the vicious works ot.’ 
the world: he fhould bear witnels of him by whofe Name he - 
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is called, and inftead of having fellowfhip with the unfruitful 
‘works of darknefs, he fhould reprove them, by lettisg-his light 
fhine before mene Whoever reproves the evil condué of the 
ungodly, by his good condu&, and by the word of God, in the 
fpirit of love and gentlenefs, with a pure intention of procur- 
ing the welfare and edification of his neighbour, fucha perfon is not 
in the flate which Jefus Chrift condemns here. It is true, the 
‘world thinks otherwife: ‘“ Thefe pretended Religioniits, fay 
they, thefe Pietifts, * condemnevery body, they have no charity, 
they pafs nothing, they will fuffer nothing.” The reafon of all 
this is, that the wicked world pretends, that it fhould not be 
difturbed in its impiety. It would have thofe denominated true 
Chriftians, who deny Jefus by their works ; and wifhes that 
we fbould honour thofe with the title of the children of God, who 
are vifiblyftbe flaves of Satan. O blind world! .thou wouldf 
have thy” diffolute cuftoms confidered as motes, notwithflanding 
they are aby ffes of iniquity, and mountains of abomination! and to 
-complete thy injuftice, of the lighteft motes, of the {malleft weak- 
neffes of the children of God, thou wouldeft make monflers of 
hypocrify and iniquity. . 

Pay attention to this, ye who fear God: when Chrift fays, 
judge not, he does not forbid you to teftify againft the corruption 
and wickednefs of the world, by a holy converfation, by words of 
reproof and inftruétion, which proceed from a fincere and 
loving heart; but he informs you at the fame time, that when 
the cenfure does not direétly tend to the glory of God, and the 
edification of your neighbour, you fhould abftain from judging 
and condemning. : 

Finally, as to what regards your neighbour, who is yet weak 
in the faith, your Mafter wills, that you who are ftrong, fhould 
bear with the weak, excufe and cover his faults, and that in every 
re{peét, you fhould prove that you have hearts inclined to fpare 
and excufe him, as much as the good of his foul, and the glory 


of God will permit. By this you will evince, that you are the: 


children of your Father, who isin Heaven. To you therefore, — 
who are his difciples, Jefus Chrift particularly fays, judge nots | 
You fhould, above all others, fhun rath, falfe, and precipitate judg. 


ments. Remember alfo, that if mercy prohibits a child of God 
from judging evil of his neighbour, it alfo forbids him to do 


him any kind of mifchief; es every thing of this kind is incom. 


patible with heavenly Love: A man, therefore, who has obtained 
mercy, and who has tafled the Power of the Grace of Ged in 


Chrift Jefus, and to whom ten thoufand talents have been for= 


given, will readily remit to his brother, the hundred pence which 


he owes him, 
But it is too {mall a matter for Mercy, only to do no evil to its 


neighbour, it will alfo.do him good; and this is what Jefus — 
Chrift infinuates when he fays, “ Give, and it fhall be given 


unto you.” 7 - 

* Thofe who have the power of yodlinefs, are termed Pieti’s in Germany, 
as the fame defeription of men are denominated METHODISTS in England. 
s * "“bhe 
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1. The firft a& of kindnefs which a merciful man does to hig 
neighbour, is, to aie him his trefpaffes, to pardon his offences, 
and to forget the injuries which he has done tobhim. Men 
live in fuch a ftate of focial union, as renders mutual help 
neceffary : and as felf-intereft, pride, and other corrupt paffions, 
mingle themfelves ordinarily in their commerce, they cannot fail 
of offending one another. In civil-fociety, men muft, in order 
to tafte a little tranquility, refolve to bear fomething from their 
neighbours ; they muft fuffer, pardon, and give up many things 5s 
without doing which, they muft live in a ftate of continual 
agitation, which will render life itfelf infupportable. The chil- 
dren of God, efpécially, live among a perverfe generation, which 
not only, has no love for them, but hates and perfecutes them. 
The wifeft part which they can take, is to bear, forbear, and 
pardon, unlefs they wifh to be continually corned with 
emotions of bitternefs, hatred, and envy, which will-do them 
more real injury, than all the outward evils put together; for do 
what we will, we muft fail on a very ftormy fea, where we cannot 
efcape being agitated with all forts of adverfe winds. Do we 
defire that nothing may crofs us? This is to demand impof- 
fibilities. And if we meet with oppofitions, fhall we refift arm 
to arm, or vex ourfelves when we cannot furmount them? Alas ? 
in this cafe, we thould a& againft the intention of God, and 
fuffer double evil in confequence. Our beft way therefore is, 
to be clothed with bowels of mercy; to be calm, patient, and 

-refigned; to fuffer, give up, and pardon: We owe this, not 
only to the people of the world, but to the children of God, 
who are not-without their failings ; there are weak ones among 
them, who muft be fupperted ; ignorant perfons, whom we mutt 
inftru&; and wandering fpirits, whom we muft endeavour to 

-reftore, in the f{pirit of gentlenefs. Finally, we muft learn how’ 
to give, and to ome if that charity, which is the bond of _per~ 
feétion, is to have any place in us; without this, there will be 
nothing in civil fociety, and even in chriftian congregations, but 
divifions, evil furmifings, injurious difcourfes, outrages, anger, 
vengeance, and in a word, a total difmemberment of the myftical 
body of Chrift. Thus our charaéter as chriftians, and difciples of 
Chrift, and our duty, as brethren and members of the Church 
of Chrift, engage us to give and to pardon, not only, as thefe 
‘things may refpeft our brethren and friends, but alfo, as they 
may refpeet our enemies. This is a genuine produétion of that 
true Love, which is fhed abroad in the hearts of all the children 
of God, by the Holy Spirit. Hence it is, that the fame Spirit 
fays fo often by the mouth of the Apoftles, as Be ye gentle to-« 
wards each other, full of compaffion, forgiving one another, as 
God, for Chrift’s fake, hath forgiven you.” ‘* Put on as the ele& 
of God, bowels of mercies, kindnefs, humblenefs of mind, ©. 
meeknefs, long fuffering; forbearing one another, and forgiv~ 
ing one another; if any man haye a quarrel scone aes A 
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even as Chrift forgave you, fo alfo do ye,” Eph. iv, 32. Col. nit, 
12,°13. © This, our bleffed Lord and Mafter, has taught us by his 


own,example, when touched with compaflion towards his cruel 


perfecutors, he pardoned them fincerely, forgave the cruelties 


they exercifed on him, and prayed to his heavenly Father to for- 
give them, for they knew not what they did. io 
2. A fecond good, which Mercy excites us to do to our neigh- 
bour,is, to give: Give fays our Lord in the text,and zt fhall be geven 
unto you. Mutual fuccour is indifpenfably neceffary to all ment 
There are fome who: have it in their power to relieve, and there 
are others who ftand in need ‘of their affiftance : Mercy employs 
itfelf in- diftributing both the fpiritual and temporal bleffings 
- which it-has received, among thofe who are in want. There iS a 
difpenfation of temporal bleflings, and there isa difpenfation of 
{piritual Mires: to fhare our temporal goods with the neceffitous, 
is)a,neceffary confequence of Mercy, and a merciful mind neg- 
leéts not this duty, when the means are in its power: If any one 
have the goods of this world,” fays St. John, “and fee his 
brother in want, and fhut up his bowels of compaffion againft hiay, 
how. dwelleth the Love of God in him?” ‘It a brother or fifter 
be, naked; and deftitute of daily food, and-one of you fay unto 
them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed, and be ye filled; notwith- 
flanding ye give them not thofe things which are needtul to the 


body; what doth it profit?” Jam. 1. 15, 16. Itis true, that » 
almfgivying is not always an att of mercy and chriftian charity ;~ 


one may be charitable without giving, when the means are lack~. 
ing. nthe other hand, one may gzve, and not be charitable, 
There are many who give alms only thro’ hypocrify, oftentation, 
‘cuftom, or decency ; and often with regret, when by certain con- 
fiderations they are conftrained to it. Thefe alms are not the 
fruits of mercy,-but of Pride, or of a certain reproach of con- 
fcience, which obliges men. fometimes to provide for the necefli- 
ties of their neighbours. Further, we often fee almfgiving ac- 
companied with reproaches, bitter words, and other circumftances 


which fufficiently demonftrate the corrupt fource whence they pro-: 


ceed. A Chriftian fhould not forget the duties of beneficence, 
but it is neceflary that he acquit himfelf in them, with a fpirit - 


of mercy and charity towards the diftreffed. St. Paul, in the 


viii, and ix. chapters of his 2d Epiftle to the Corinthians, fhews 


us the difpofitions with which we fhould do good to others; | 


Gop,. (fays he) loves a cheerful giver, He who fows fparingly, 
fhall reap {paringly, and he who gives liberally, fhall reap liberally, 


Let every man do as he has purpofed in his heart, not grudgingly, 
or of neceflity, but willingly.” See alfo what our Lord fays on 


this head, in the 6th, chapter of Matthew. _ St. James fays, 


“ Pure Religion, and undefiled before Gop, is this, to vifit the 


‘orphans and widows in their affligtion,” 


Merey : 
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- Mercy and Charity exercife themfelves efpecially, in the 
communication of fpjritual goods, The fpiritual goods which 
we fhould diftribute among our neighbours, are, The Word 
of Gop, and the knowledge of the facred doétrines of ‘the 
Grace and Love of God, in Chrift Jefus, our common Sa- 
viour, When thefe bleffings have been thed abroad in the heart 
by the Holy Spirit, rivers fhould run from that fountain of living 
waters, John vii. 98. Then we can, and we ought, to divide 
with others, in inftru€ting the ignorant, in bringing into the way 
thofe who have wandered, in comforting the affli€ted, and in letting 
our light fhine before men that they may be edified: And fup- 
poling that a child of God, have neither the power nor opportu 
nity of doing thefe things, his mercy will lead him’to pray for 
others: but let it ftill be remembered, that the communication of. 
thefe goods, fhould proceed from a merciful heart: as mercy, 
without thefe produétions, is not real, fo thefe ext effeéts, 
are but deceitful appearances, if they proceed not from the foun. . 
tain of pure Love. It is therefore abfolutely neceffary, that, 
before all things, we fhould be animated by the Holy Spirit of , 
Love, to the end that our hearts being filled with it, we may bring 
forth thofe fruits which Jefus Chrift attributes to it, and which we 
have already defcribed. Then fhall we feel ourfelves moved with . 
compaffion toward our neighbours ; we fhall betender toward them, 
judge no Evil of them, edify them by ‘our converfation, exhort 
them, pray for them, and ftudy, in and thro’ all things, to promote 
their f{piritual interefts. And whea they have need of our worldly , 
goods, we fhall give them part according to our power, with chear. 
falnefs and fimplicity of heart. . 

The Mercy which proceeds from this fource, and produces fuch 
effefts, cannot fail to have excellent promifes.- Jefus Chrift, who 
fhall be one Day, the Judge of all things, affures us, that God 
will deal with us, as we have dealt with our neighbours: Thofe 
who have not judged, nor condemned, thro’ hatred, bitternels, or 
pride, fhall not be condemned: — Thofe who have given, and 
orgiven, to them, will God give a glorious recompence, goo 
meafure, heaped up, Shaken together, and running ovet, for mercy 
triumphs over condemnation. ; tie 

On the contrary, there fhall be Fudgment without mixture of 
Mercy, to thofe who have fhewed no mercy, Jat. ii, 19. The 
children of God, who have fhewed Mercy, according to their 
fmall abilities, fhall receive an hundred fold ; and the fidelity 
which they have fhewed in litile things, fhall be followed by 
ineffable joy. On the other band, the wicked, who have excr- 
cifed their hardnefs and malignity in little things, if the light afs 
ltGtions which they have caufed the faithful to fuffer, fhall be pus 


| nifhed with a heaped up mieafure of the wrath, and rigorous jadg= 


ff God. Then fhall it be faid to fpiritual Babylon and her 
vtidrén, Render to her a hundred-fold, for the evil which fhe 
Vor, XIX, Oftober 1796. * 6 has 
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has done. Wroé to thofe, who in the days of vengeance and te- 
tribution, cannot hope for any mercy : but — bleffed are the mere 
ciful, for they fhall obtain Mercy. Gye fo Se 

May the Lord Jefus fhed abroad the mild influence of his Love 
in our hearts! May he pluck up and deftroy:every root of bitter- 
nefs and malice which may be found inus! May he cleanfe and 
purify us, and implant thofe difpofitions of Mercy and Love in 
our fouls, which fhall caufe us to be acknowledged as the chile 
dren of our heavenly FaTHER, to whom Mercy fhall be eter- 
nally manifefted! AMEN. 
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_ A fhort Account of Alice Entwiftle, of Bolton. 


N her early days fhe was in the general, pretty much hike other 
young pesfons who knew not God. In the goth year of her. 
gge, fhe-Was married, with a tolerable profpeét of doing well for 
the prefent life ; during which time fhe had four children. - But 
her hufband contraéting an acquaintance with bafe company, which 
led him to drinking and. gaming, and other things of a like nature, 
which foon reduced him in his circumftances; in the end he en- 
lifted for a foldier, and left his wife to ftruggle with her four poor 
children as fhe might, for I don’t find that the ever faw him fince, 
ore heard of mm; though it is near forty years fince he left 
er. wots 
By the blefling of providence upon her hard-and honeft induftry 
fhe brought up her children to years of maturity, in a creditable 
way ; and after they were all married, fhe went to live with her 
eldeft daughter, where fhe ended her mortal pisces. All this 
time fhe not only lived without God, and without hope in the 
world, but had in her foul a perfe€t enmity againft the Methodifts 
‘believing, and often declaring, that they were all deceivers and 
hypocrites, yea, every thing that was vile. er. 
However, by the providence of God, her daughter with whom 
fhe lived, got happily awakened to fee and feel her danger, and 
mifery : She invited the Methodifts to come to her houfe and keep 
meetings for finging hymns and for prayer. Thefe meetings proved 
the means of her mother’s Salvation; the, Lord opened her heart 
as he did the heart .of Lydia, and the people, which before the 
had hated: and defpifed, fhe now found to be the people of God, 
She foon joined the Society, and was very earneft for four months. 
in feeking the Lord her Saviour; when one evening fhe and ber 
daughter were both fet at liberty in the clafs-meeting. < She was 
now anew creature, all things were paffed away, and all were be. 
come new. She faw every, thing in a new light; Chrift, his word; 
people, and ways, fhe faw quite different to what fhe had done 
before. She and her daughter now went on praifing the Lord tos - 
gether. She was now grown infirm and weak in body, being 
wr her 68th ‘year, * but never omitted either the preashing or ber 
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clafs, when fhe could attend thofe means; and it is very remarka- 
ble, fhe never attended her clafs, but it proved a blefling to one 
or more of the people who met with her, 

During the two laft years of her life, ‘fhe was chiefly confined 


‘to her bed; and here kind providence made way for her help ; for 
‘as fhe could not go to the clafs, the clafs came and met in the 


houfe with her, which fhe efteemed as an invaluable privilege. 

In Bolton, the Lord has ftirred up the minds of feveral young 
men, who are in the Methodift connexion, to vifit fick perfons, 
not only fuch as are Methodifls, but any who will accept of their 
labour of love. They fpend their leifure hours on the Lord’s-day 
in this laudable employment: they conftantly vifited Sifter En- 
twiflle, and found it contributed to the mutual comfort, both of the 
patient and themfelves. ; 

Soon after my arrival in Bolton, I found her out,@and found it 
good to vifit her. I don’t know that I ever found her without a 
book in her hand, except the laft time I vifited her, which was but 
a little before her death. To me fhe appeared a pattern of patience 
and refignation. I don’t find that fhe ever loft her evidence for 
a moment, from the time: of her converfion till her fpirit return- 
ed to God. She was exceeding thankful that" Lord had plucked 
ler as a brand from the burning. ; 

On the Saturday morning before her death, fhe- appeared for 
more than an hour as if fhe was breathing her laft; when to the 
furprife of all that were about her, fhe awoke as out of a vifion, 
and faid, “ Children, where have we been ?” And then in an 
ecftaly of joy, fhe cried out, “Glory beto God!” At the fame 
time her countenance fhone as if fhe had been an inhabitant of 
Glory. Her pains then returned with great violence, with which 


fhe ftruggled till Sunday evening, and about nine o’clock, with- 


out figh or groan, fhe entered into-the Joy of her Lord, aged 74 
years, Nov, go, 1794- Tuomas TAyYLor, 
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[ EXTRACTED FROM A LATE EMINENT WRITER. ] , 


HAT part of Man’s Duty which refpeéts his Neighbour, the 
A Apoftle, (Tit. ii. 12,) exprefles by the term dams, “ We 


fhould live righteoufly, or juflly ;” that is, according to the proper 


“and original meaning of the word, giving to all their due. ' What 


that due is, the Gofpel ‘hath afcertained, not, like the mere moral- 


-ifts, by a fyftem of rules only, but by infufing a principle, which 


reduces the law to a compend, and: teaches the whole at once, in 
it’s utmoft extent. The principle here meant is charity, which, 


when fincere and ardent, needeth not the affiftance of precepts and 


direGtions, at. every turn, but, by it’s own nature and force, fu. 
perfedes, and ae é goes beyond them all. ** For this,” fays the 


. apoftle, Thou fhalt not commit adultery, thou {halt not kill, 


thou 
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thou fhalt not fteal, thou fhalt not bear falfe witnefs, thou fhalt 
not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly 
comprehended in this faying, namely, Thou fhalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyfelf. Love worketh no ill to his neighbour ; therefore 
Jove is the fulfilling of the law,’ Rom. xii. g- It will do all the 
good in it’s power. ‘‘ Thou fhalt love thy neighbour, as thyfelf.” 
“ Whatever ye ould that men fhould do unto you, do ye even 
fo unto them.’ vet every man allow that claim of right in ano- 
ther, which he aould think himfelf entitled to make, in lke cir- 
cumftances ; — a precept this, which enables every man to be his 
own cafuift, and puts it out of his power to determine unjuilly ; 
a precept which fhould be engraved on every heart, as it was, by 
the command of the emperor Severus, on his palace, and public 
buildings; the univerfal rule of life, the moral dire€tory of the 
world ! fleét, what an appearance fociety would wear, if men 
a€ted upon this evangelical principle. In fuperiors it would be 
equity and moderation, courtefy and affability, benignity and con- 


_ defcenfion:-in inferiors, fincerity and fidelity, refpeét and dili- - 


gence. In princes, juftice, gentlenefs, and folicirude for the wel- 
fare of their fubjeéts: in fubje&ls, loyalty, fubmifhon, obedience, 
quietnefs, peace, patience, and cheerfulnefs. In parents, tender. 
nefs, carefulnefs of their children’s good education, comfortable 
fubfiflence, and eternal welfare: in children, duty, honour, gra- 
titude. In‘all men, upon all oceafions, a teadinefs to aflift, to 
relieve, to comfort one another. — Can we help exclaiming, with 
a celebrated author, ‘* How admirable the religion, which while 
it feems only to’have in view the felicity of the other lile, confti- 
tutes the happinefs of this!”,—‘ How good and how pleafant 
-would it be, for brethren to dwell together in unity,” under the 
influence of this celeftial principle, diffufing ifelf through all the 
members of a community, from the higheit to the luweft, grateful 
as, ‘the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon 
the beard, even upon Aaron’s beard, and went down to the fkirts 
of bis garment ;” cheering and retrefhing ‘as the dew of Her. 
mon, or that which fell on the mountains of Sion,” 

Man is alfo to live godly, swesCws. The word conveys the idea 
of every thing that rehtes to the acknowledgment and worfhip of 
God; of devotion, piety, or of religion, properly fo called, as 


‘diftinguifhed from moradty. Here it is, thatjwe muft look for 


the main {pring and. principle of a€tion ; for motives to virtue, 
capable of controuling the appetites, regulating, the paflions, and 
oveicoming every obftacle objected by blow tote practice of 


juftice and charity among men, “ Godlinefs, svesGse, is profita- 


“ble unto all things, having promife of the life that now is, as. 


“* well as of that which isto come ;” and they, who affert religion 
to have been the invention of pons or politicians, to keep the 
world in order, do thereby confefs that it is, at leaft, good for that 
purpole. ; yin 1 alsin 
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OF human words and aétions, highly pernicious to fociety, how 
many are there, not cognizable at an earthly tribunal! Yet our 
happinefs or mifery, in our converfe with others, depends upon 
the regulation of thefe. Now, implant but a thorough fenfe of 
religion in the mind; teach a man always to confider himfelf as 
afting, {peaking, nay even thinking, under the eye of that Being, 
who feeth in fecret, but will one day reward or punith openly ; 
you ftop the flreams at the place of breaking forth, and ftaunch, 
at once, the fountain of corruption. j 

OF crimes that are cognizable by courts of “ udicature, how few 
would fall under their fentence, were it not for the obligation, 
which religion lays upon thofe perfons, to fpeak the truth, by 
whofe evidence the fas in queftion muft be proved and afcertained? 

There is a conneétion between religion and morality, like that 
between foul and body, notto be dillolved without the death of 
the latter. Speculative men may amufe themfelves and others with 
difquifitions on the beauty of virtue, and the relations of things, 
independently of the will of God, and the motives fuggefted by 
the Scriptures. Virtue, without doubt, is beautiful; and there 
are relations of things, with correfponding duties refulting there- 
from. But will thefe confiderations charm to refi the eager appe- 
tites and turbulent paflions of human nature, in it's prefent con- 
dition? As well might you think to bind an hungry tiger with a 
thread. 

But obferve the firm bafis, on which is for ever fixed the mo- 
rality of the Gofpel. How clear in its principles, how powerful 
in iis motives !— “ We love God, becaufe he firft loved us, and 
gave his Son to be the propitiation for our fins. If God fo loved 
us, we ought alfoto love one another. For he that loveth him 
who begat, loveth him alfo who is begotten of him.” The head 
of the moft unlearned cannot but comprehend the meaning of thefe 
few words; and the heart of the moft Jearned mutt feel the force 
of them. Such isthe ground of that charity, which performeth 
every duty of focial life, and fulfilleth the law. To inculcate and 
produce in us this heavenly difpofition, is the end of the Gofpel, 
and of all its doétrines. It is deduced in Scripture even fiom 
thofe that may feem to be of the moft myflerious and f{peculative 
nature ; the unity of the divine perfons; the divinity and the fa. 
tisfaétion of Chrift; do€trines, which cannot, therefore, be dee 
nied, or degraded, without removing, or proportionably leffening 
the moft endearing and affeéting incitements to the Chriflian life, 
Indeed, the happy. temper, of which we are {peaking, is the na, 
tural and kirfdly effeét of the great evangelical truths, whea trea, 


dured up in the mind, and made the fubjeéts of frequent medita, 


tion.. The ideas of a reconciled God; a Saviour and Interceflo, 


on high; a gracious Spirit, informing our ignorance, purifyin 


our hearts, relieving our neceffities, alleviating our cares, and 

comforting our forrows ; —fuch ideas as thefe, enable us to bridje 

the appetites of the body, and to calm the emotions of the ming , 
herd! ab to 


1 
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to bear with patience and cheerfulnefs the calamities of life ; they 
{weeten the temper, and harmonize the affegtions, refolving them 
all iato one, diverfified according to the different fituation of its 
proper objec ; of which grief laments the abfence, and Jear ap- 
“prehends the lofs; defre purfues it: hope bas it in view; anger 
rifes againft obftruétion ; and yoy tridmphs im poffefiion. Thus 
religion fixes the heart on its treafure, in faith without wavering, 
-and- refignation without referve: it draws the affeGions upwards 
towards heaven, as the fun does the exhalations of the earth, to 
‘teturn in fruitful fhowers, and blefs the world. 

Such, then, is the friendly afpe€t which Chriftianity, as repre- 
fented by the Apofile, evidently bears to the true interefts of civil 
fociety. Yet anoble writer has objeéted it to the Gofpel, that by 
¢onfining a man’s views to himfelf, and his f{piritual concerns, it 
éaufeth him to flight the focial affeGlions, as things appertaining to 
this world, and of little moment. The reverfe, as we have feen, 
4s the truth. A difcharge of all the focial duties in this world is, 
by the Gofpe!, pointed out, as.the way to promote true felf-intereft, 
‘and to obtain falvation in the world to come. For the performance 
of thefe duties, the do€trines of Chriftianity fupply new motives ; 
‘and the grace, which accompanies it, endues us with new powers. 

The fame noble-author complains, that there is in the Gofpel 
no mention made of private friendfhip. Surely, if it be among 
thofe things, that are ‘* lovely, and virtuous, and_praife- 
worthy,” it is commanded, and will be rewarded. Evangelical — 
principles extend it- farther, and cement it better, than all 
others. The Saviour of the world flyles his difciples, friends; 

_and, among them, there was one, on account of his heaven] 
temper and difpofition, more peculiarly favoured and beloved than 
the reft, Chriftianity procures, for it’s fincere proteffor, the /riend- 
Jjhip of God; and incites him, in imitation.of his dear Lord and 
Matter, to deferve a more glorious title, than ever adorned the im- 
perial diadem— the friend of mankind. 

It is yet again made matter of complaint, by the aforefaid author, — 
that public {piit, or the Jove of our country, is pafled over in . 
filence by the Gofpel. That paflion for the fuppofed glory of 
their country, which led the Romans to carry war into all the 
kingdoms around them, is not, indeed, inculcated by the Gofpel, 
Had it been fo, Jefus, in conformity to his do&rine, muft have 
put himfelf at the head of the Jewifh armies; and it would foon 
have appeared, that the Son of man came not to fave men’s lives, — 
but to geffroy them. If the love of our country fignifies a true 
and affectionate concern for the public good, whither can we go 
for an example of it in it’s highett exaltation, better than to the 
charaéter of our Lord ? He was born for his people ; he laboured 
for them ; he preached for them ; he wept for them; he lived for 
them — and, to crown all, he prep for them.— And bleffed are _ 
thofe fervants, whom their Lord, when be cometh, fhall> find to 
be, or to have been employed, like bimfelf, in endeavouring te 

. promote 
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promote the temporal welfare of the community, no lefs than the 
eternal falvation of individuals, by turning their fellow-citizens 
from fin to righteoufnefs, and bringing them to the knowledg and 
obedience of the heavenly law. This isa {pecies of pain 
difinterefted and unfufpefted: applauding angels view it with de- 
light; and by the Lord of angels it will be had in honourable and 
everlafting remembrance. 

The celebrated {ceptic, Bayle, had afferted, that true Chriftians 
could not form a government of any duration. ‘ Why not?” 
“* replies Montefquieu— “ Citizens of this profeffion being ins 
finitely enlightened with refpe& to the various duties of life, and 
having the warmeft zeal to fulfil them, muft be perfeétly fenfible 
of the rights of natural defence. The more they believe thems 
{elves indebted to religion, the more they would think due to their 
country. The principles of Chriftianity, deeply engraved on the 
heart, would be infinitely more powerful than the falfe honour 
of monarchies, than the humane virtues of republics, or the fers 
vile fear of defpotic fates. And the Chriftian religion, which 
ordains that men fhould love each other, would, without doubt; 
have every nation bleft with the beft civil, the beft political laws; 
becaufe thefe, next to this religion, are the greateit good that men 
ean give and receive.” ; 

_ The laft obje@ion that thall be mentioned, as made againft the. 
Gofpel, relative to the prefent fubje€& — is one, which is very: 
frequently made; and, therefore, ought not to pafs entirely un- 
noticed. It is this; that Chriftianity feems often not only to have 
failed in it’s defign of removing evils from fociety, but to have 
been, itfelf, the caufe of introducing fome of the worft, as it has 
given birth to religious controverfies, factions, perfecutions, wars, 
maffacres, and the like. 

The author of the Spirit-of Laws has returned in few words, 
and in his ufual mafterly manner, the proper anfwer to this objec. 
tion — “ To fay that religion is not a reftraining motive, becaufe 
it does not always reftrain, is equally abfurd as to fay that the civil 
laws are not a reftraining motive. It is a falfe way of reafoning 
againtt religion, to colleét, in a large work, a long detail of the 
evils it has produced, if we do not give, at the fame time, an enu- 
meration of the advantages which have flowed from it, Were 
I to relate all the eyils that have arifen in the world from civil 
laws, and civil government, I might tell you of frightful things, 
The queftion is not to know whether it would be better, that a 

‘certain man, or a certain people, had no religion, than to abufe 
what they have; but to know which is the leaft evil, that religion 
be fometimes abufed, or that there be no fuch reftraint, as religion, - 
on mankind.” Nothing can be more judicious and folid than this 


_ -Feply, as far as it goes. A confideration or two may be added, 


rhe Gofpel has not always produced its proper effe€ls : — 


_ Through whofe fault has this happened ? God gave religion, as 
he gave the earth, to man: that in peace and _cemfort he mighg 


cultivate 


a 
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“eultivate and reap the fruits of it. Inftead of fo doing, mam lays 


if waite, and drenches it in blood. Can we blame God, or the 
sole religion? No; to man alone the blame is due; on man 


alofig@et it then, be laid. 
e Gofpel has not always produced its proper effeéts : —~ It 
was foreknown, it was foretold, that it would not. Nothing has 
fallen out new ; nothing contrary to the expettation of it’s divine 
Author, and-his fervants. Chriffianity would have all men to be 
temperate, fober, pure, induftrious, meek, peaceable, juit, and 
loving, in which cafe, paradife would again {pring up amongft us, 
and earth would be a lively image of heaven. In one word, were - 
it perfeétly obeyed, it would eftablith the happinefs that is attain« 
able here below; and to it, imperfeétly as it is pra€tifed, is owing 
the quietnefs, fecurity, and good order, that a great part of the 


world now enjoys. ‘ a 
But, after all, the argument againft religion, drawn from the 


‘bad condu& of its proteffors, though not conclufve, will always 


be prevalent ; and though many good anfwers may be given to it, 
the beft of all would be, to forfake our fins, and amend our ways, 
Our good aftions would then fpeak*for us, and wipe off this im- 
putation caft upon our faith. It was a fingular honour and advan. 
tage to the caufe of Chriftianity, that its ancient writers, in their 
apologies for it, could addrefs themfelves to the Romans in fuch 
words as thefe ; —‘* We are grown fo many in number, that if we 
were only to withdraw ourfelves from your dominions, we fhould 
ruin you; you could not fubfift without us. Yet is our innocence 
as remarkable as our increafe. - Your jatis fwarm with criminals 
of your own religion: but you fhall not find there one Chriftian, 


-unlefs he be there becaufe he is a Chriftian, and purely on account 


of his faith. We are not, it will be faid, in thefe days, to expe& 
a return of the golden age of religion. But this may be faid, and 
faid with truth, that we know not what may be done, till we have 
made the experiment; that 1 is in every man’s power to take off 
his fhare of the obje€tion ; and if every man were to do fo, the 
whole would be removed.” 

~ Let us, then, awake — and, from the rifing up of the fun, to 
the going down of the fame, call all the world to awake, with us, 
to righteoufnefs ;—kings of the earth, and all people; princes, 


and all rulers of the world; high and low, rich and poor, one 
with another, It is righteoufnefs which “ exalteth a nation;” it 
is righteoufnefs which ‘ eftablifheth a throne.” Do we defire to’ 


live in felicity, and would we fain fee good days? Would the. 


_ prince have the fubjeét loyal and obedient? | Would the matter - 


~ 


have his fervant honeft and obfervant?» Would the parent have 
his child dutiful and grateful ? Would every man have his friend 
faithful and kind ? his neighbour benevolent and charitable ?) Let 
all, ‘without delay, become, in truth, difciples of the Holy Jesus; 4 
and take away his reproacl among men, by fludying to adorn the 
doftrine of God our Saviour in ail things.” ete. 

: Meditations. 


E 491 J y 
Meditations on the Providence of Gop in refpe&t to Natural 
Events, and the Difafters incident to Nature. 


A L that happens in the fky, earth, fea, or air, is according 
: to the laws prefcribed by the Creatror. But it would 
be abfurd not to acknowledge a particular providence of God, 
which direéts natural things, and makes them concur with his 
views. He makes ufe of natural caufes to chaftife or reward 
mankind ; and it is thus, for example, that by his command the air 
corrupts or purifies, and the feafons aregfruitful or barren. He pre- 
vents, or he afliftsthe defigns of man, fometimes by winds or ftorms, 
fometimes by the flux and reflux of the fea. It is true, that God 
does not interrupt, in general, the courfe of nature ; but it is 
no lefs certain, that nature cannot a& forcibly without his affift- 
ance apd concurrence. The parts of which the vifible worlds 
compofed, have not the faculty to make ufe of their ftrength as 
they pleafe. In the mean time, God can influence his creae 
tures without interrupting the courfe of nature. Fire, water, wind, , 
and rain, have their natural caufes and particular virtues; but 
God makes ufe of them in a manner adapted to their nature, in 
order to fulfilhis views. He makes ufe of the fun to warm the 
earth, and to render it fruitful. He employs the rain and wind 
to purify and cool the air; butit is always in the manner and 
degree that beft fuits his defigns. a, 

A great part of the bleflings and evils of this life proceed from 
the eee around us. Now, as God interefts himfelf in all 
which happens to mankind, he muft neceflarily dire& ‘thofe ob- 
jects, and influence all nature. On this is founded the rewards 
and punifhments of virtue and vice. He gives peace and prof- 
perity to crown the one, and fends when he pleafes famine and 

lague to punith the other. Ina word, all natural caufes are in 
the hand of God, and are immediately under the guidance of his 

rovidence. Men themfelves may furnifh an example of this. 
Pow often does their induftry triumph over nature? They can- 
not indeed change the nature of things ; but they can make ufe of 
‘natural canfes fo as to produce effeéts from them, which would 
not have taken place without the art and dire€tion of man, Now, 
if God has in fome meafure fubjefted natural caufes to human 
jnduftry, with how much more reafon may he referve to himfelf 
the govetinen and dire@lion of them. , We may from hence 
conclude how neceflary it is, that a particular providence fhould 
watch over the guidance of the world. _ ; 

Natural caufes are certainly excellent inftruments; but, in or- 
der to make them ufeful, they ought to be in the hands of a wife 
Being. It would be unreafonable to with that God fhould every 
moment change.the laws of nature once eftablifhed; that, for 


Vor. XIX, O&ober, we e example, 
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example, if we fall into the fire or into water, we fhould not 
be confumed or drowned. Neither is divine Providence obliged 
to @feferve us, if we fhorten our lives through intemperance. 
For'God is not obliged to work miracles to fave men from mif- 
fortunes drawn upon thémfelves by their own irregularities. It 
is our duty to attribute to providence all thofe particular and 
beneficent difpenfations which relieve our wants and reftore our 
hearts to peace : But all the diforders of nature are at the fame 
time effects of God’s anger, which ferve to punifh mankind. On 
this truth we found our sprayers for the heavenly benediétion, 
and our thank{givings forall the bleflings which God _ beftows 
upon us. Nature contains within itfelf the fources of cruel 
_devaftations. How much mifchief is occafioned by the over- 
flowing of rivers, too heavy rains, the melting of fnow and 
ice : Whole villages overflowed, fruit trees torn, up by the roots, 
crops of corn laid under water, flocks deftroyed. All thefe are 
fad monuments of the deftru€tive power of the elements. A 
Shipwreck appears to be a lefs fatal difafter; but a whole com- 


monwealth might have been produced from the men that the fea © 


has fwallowed up. Immenfe fums which required ages perhaps 
to collet, are loft in a moment. Whole families are ruined by 
one fhipwreck. The very fight of the ftormy fea, the lamentable 
cries of the dying people, the cruth of the fhip when it fplits, 
‘what terror muft it not ftrike ? What calamities proceed alfo 
from the exceflive Heat and long Drought? The grafs andthe 
plants wither, the earth is dried up, and we are ftifled with the, 
burning.fand. The waters gradually corrupt, and become a poi- 
fon to the flocks. Heat and putrefaétion likewife breed infe&s 
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joy his Favour and Image, is the fure way to triumph over all the 
defolations of nature. a 
What is more proper alfo to increafe our love and gratitude, 
than to remember, that he turns even thefe calamities into blef. 
fings ? Thefe apparent diforders of nature prevent evils infinitely 
worfle, which would happen if deftru&ive matter, fuch -as fub. 
terraneous fires and vapours were to remain heaped up and con- 
fined in the bowels of the eart -, Volcanos and inundations pre- 
ferve us often from the greateft calamities. Burning heats ferve 
to dry the earth, which is in other pats overflowed with water, 


Plague and famine deliver the world from a multitude of wicked. 


people that are a burden to it ; and the extraordinary mortality 
which fometimes happens amongft men, is a’ very wife means, of 
preferving the balance, and of preventing too great population. 
Perhaps God would not fend plagues on earth fo often, if his 
juftice and righteoufnefs did not oblige him, from time to time, 
to punifh the crimes of the wicked. 

When we are mere {peétators of the mifchiefs that happen, 
and not immediately interefted in them, ought not our gratitude to 
that great Being who has {pared us, to be attended with fentiments 


- of compaffion and charity towards our unfortunate fellow-crea- 


tures? Let us never be infenfible to the misfortunes of others, 
nor hear with indifference the calamities of people the moft 
remote from hs ; as if nothing was to effeét us but what related 
perfonally to us. In the immenfe chain of events in the world, 
there is not a fingle link to which we do not each of us belong more 
or lefs nearly. Were the unfortunate people who fuffer fo man 

samiferies greater finners than we ? Why are they fallen, while 
we are preferyed ? Is the place we inhabit lefs fullied with crimes 
than the countries where earthquakes and volcanos make fuch 
havock ? The final cataftrophe of nature will be ftill in another 
manner terrible to us. This world is not eternal. After havin 

fucceffively experienced evils of every kind, the moment of its 
total diffolution will at laft arrive. ‘Nature fii]! flourifhes, but 
the vifibly grows old. It is only with labour and induftry that 


and what they gathered almoft without trouble, Let it perifh then, 


this land of our pilgrimage, fince it is defigned.to perifh. We 


have no’ permanent abode here, but let ys feek that which is to 


- come in raapaaiom of God. 


To deftroy, and to creaté, fuch is, and ever will be, the work 


of God to the end of time. If he never deflroyed, we fhould . 
_ fee no new creations. We fhould have no trials for refignation . 


or patience. We fhould not be fo fenfible of the value of reli. 


* 


_ gion, which ftrengthens and canfoles in the worlt calamities, 


_ and which raifes us above all the evils of life. Let us then hold 


r by this, and let this be the refult of our refleétions, 


a 
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_ ~we draw from the earth what it produced of itfelf to our anceftors, - 


Lage 7 
_ An Account of Samuel, and John Hindry, who were executed 
“at Thetford in Norfolk, on Saturday the 2d of April, 1796. 


_ By Mr. T. BROADBENT. 
AMUEL HINDRY, aged 24 years, and John Hindry, aged 


13 years, were natives of Horning, in Norfolk. According 
to their own account, but little care had been taken of their edu- 
cation; tho’ they faid their parents-had never encouraged them in 
robbery, and {poke of their mother, as being inclined to teach 
them to read, and to bring them up in the Fear of Gop; but 
that being boys, they foon got from under her direétion, and gave 
themfelves up to work wickednefs with greedinefs. Their mother 
died on the day they*were removed from Norwich to Thetford, to 
take their trial. * 

On Thurfday night, the 4th of February laft, they met William 
Smith, on the Yarmouth road, and after violently affaulting, and 
beating him, they took from him a filver watch, and about twenty- 
five fhillings in money. They were foon apprehended, and lodged 
in Norwich Caftle. At the affizes held at Thetford, on Friday 
the 11th of March, 1796, they were found.guilty, and as fome 
circumftances in their conduét were very aggravating, they were 
’poth left for execution. There was alfo a manof the name of 
Watts, charged with a fimilar crime, who was left with them for 
execution, but he has fince been reprieved. 

I had not an opportunity of vifiting thefe malefaétors before 


Saturday the 19th of March. In order to convince them of the . 


deplorable ftate which their fouls were in, I read and endeavoured 
tq explain the Ten Commandments, and 1 Cer. vi. Q; 10. 
“ Know ye not that the unrighteous fhall not inherit the kingdom 
of Gop? Be not deceived, neither fornicators, nor idolaters, 
nor effeminate, nor abufers of themfelves with mankind, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, 
fhall inherit the Kingdom of Gop.” And particularly I obferved, 
that Theft was forbidden by the Law of Gon, and confequently 


that all thieves were included in the black Iift of thofe who were 


excluded from heaven, 


They all profeffed to believe in the Being of a Gop, and ina 
future ftate of rewards, and punifhments, and that if the edied in 


their fins, they could not be happy. They appeared willi g tore. — 


ceive inftruétion, and fignified a défire, that I would pray wi 
them. I afked, what I fhould pray for? They eonaee cf That 
Gop would forgive us our fins.” " The two Hindrys could not 
read, but as Watis could, I gave him the Serfhon At ) 
that ficepeth,” to read to his fellow-prifoners, | 

Sunday the goth, 1 vifited them again, and afked what they 
thonght of their ftate? The two brothers acknowledged that 
they had lived a finful life; but that they looked upon the crime 
for which they were condemned, to be the greateft they ever had 
committed, and that it was neceffary they fhould repent, Upow 


afking 


thon, “ Awake thou 
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afking them if they knew what repentance was, they fignified a 
defire to be informed. * 

Tuefday 22d, Mr. Furnefs and I attempted to point them to 

Chrift, exhorting them to come to him as loft finnerss We 
fung the Hymn, “ And am I born to die;” and then prayed with 
them. They appeared to be more affeéted than I had yet feen 
them, particularly the elder Hindry. 
- Wednefday 23d, I converfed and prayed with the prifoner’ 
again. They affented and confented to all I faid, but I could 
hot perceive that they had any true fenfe of the awful ftate their 
fouls were in. I gave them that excellent book, ‘Mr. Allein’s 
Call to the Unconverted,”” and defired that it might be read re. 
gularly, and with much confideration. - 

Tuefday 29th, I came to town again, and found that a refpite 
had arrived for Watts. I was alfo informed, that the prifoners 
had laid a {cheme to get out of prifon, which being dilcovered, 
of confequence they were more heavily ironed, Samuel, the 
elder brother, appeared exceedingly diftreffed ; he wept amazingly ; 


upon afking him the caufe of it, he replied, “ Oh! my fins are a. 


greater burden than.I can bear!” Being afraid that his diflrefs 
atofe from the fruftration of his intention of efcaping from prifon, 
I faid, you are diftrefled on account of the fituation you are in, 
and of the fhameful death that is epaeerag 4 >” He replied, 
* Ono! Ido not mind thefe things at all, if it would pleafe 
Gop to forgive me my fins.” I afked him, if it were on account 
of any particular fin, that he was fo diftrefled ?_ He faid, ** No; 
the fins of my whole life.” His brother John alfo was more 
affe€ted thanenfual. 

Wednefday 30, I found the prifoners more comfortable in their 
minds, and their countenances cheerful. I afked, what was the 
caufe of that fudden alteration ? Samuel anfwered, “I believe 
Gop has pardoned my Sins.” You are fenfible you have been 
a great finner? He replied, *O yes!” | I afked, When did 
you find that change? (for they both profeffed to be happy ;) 
Samuel replied, ‘*Soon after we were locked down in our cell, 
laft night, being earneftly engaged in prayer, we found our diftrefs 
removed, and our minds were peaceable andbappy.” I muft 
confefs I was afraid that they had deceived themfelves, and re- 
minded them, that the day of their departure was faft approach- 
ing. Samuel faid, ** 1 am willing to die this day, if it pleafed Gop; 
J know it is what we deferve; and we alfo deferve hell, for our 
fins againft Gop; but as he has pardoned great finners, I hope 
we fhall experiencé mercy.” 1 afked him, if he could forgive 
his profecutor ? He an{wered, ‘* Yes ; all the world ; and I pray 
Gop to reward all we have injured ; for itis not in our powerto 
do it. 1 wifh our death may prove a blefling to others ;. par- 


ticularly our relations, and companions in fin.” John alfo faid 
| I advifed 


the fame. 


va 
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I advifed them to pray much, that they might not be permitted 
to be deceived :—and told them, I was then leaving the town, but 
hoped to fee them again before they fuffered. They expreffed an 
earneft with, that our friends would continue to vifit them in the 
mean time. . 

I had not an opportunity of feeing them again, till the night be- 
fore their execution; but feveral of our friends had attended them, 
and found them exceedingly happy. They informed me, that 
amongit other things, Samuel faid, ‘* 1 was as miferable as if I had 
“+ been on hot coals, but now my prifon is turned into a palace.” 

When I attended them in the evening they were rejoicing in 
the Lord ; they had no doubt of the pardon of their fins, and ree 
jeiced at the. thoughts of leaving the world. They faid, “ We 
have been much bleffed fince you faw us laft, and very much 
this day.” “© O, faid Samuel, what a mercy it isthat we ever 
“* came to this prifon ;—it has proved a happy place to us indeed ! 
«“ What a mercy it 1s, that God did not cut us off while we were 
‘* finning againft him! I never ufed to think of God: but now 
*« I cannot bear to have him out of my mind. I ufed to heat the 
** people that met together for prayer and hearing the word, but 
“now I love them ;—I love all the world. find the truth 
“ of what you told me, that when I felt the Love of Chrift in 
‘* my heart, the fear of death would be removed.” “ O how I 
** dreaded death, a week fince! I thought, I would not fubmit to, 
“ be hanged! J could not bear the thought of it;—therefore, we 
** formed a plan, that when the Jailer fhould come into our 
“ ward, to confine him there, and then to confine the woman, (the 
** jailer's wile,) but did not intend to hurt either.of.them. We. 
* then intended to get our irons off, and fight our way through, 
* if we met with any oppofition, But I then did not tear Gop: 
It was Satan who put it into my heart, to keep me from repent- * 
“ing. No feoner was our fcheme difcovered, but we began to 
“* think about another world. Othe mercy of Gop, to work 
** fo great a change in fo thort a time! Our whole life, if we had 
to live over again, would be little enough to repent in, and yet 
“ He has pardoned us fo foon!” I found it a very comfort. 
able time to myfelf;—-it was a feafon of refrefhing from the 
prefence of the Lorn. 

April 2. Several of our friends accompanied me to the pri- 
fon, and we found the prifoners calm, refigned, and happy. They 
faid, ‘‘ We have no fear of death, and are afflured of our pardon, 
thro’ Jefus Chrift, on whofe merits our confidence is placed.” | 
John taid, a little before they came out of the ward, “ My fleth 
trembles at death, but I feel peace within.” | He appeared to 
be more comfortable, as his end approached, > 

Mr., Furnefs and I rode with the prifoners in the cart. The 
both continued on their knees all the way, from the prifon, to’ 
the. place of execution, which I fuppofe to be about a mile, 
They did not appear to take much notice of the crowd of people 
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they paffed through ; but were much engaged in prayer, Samuel, 
whom I chiefly attended, faid, “I teel Chrift precious to me! 
* This is the moft glorious day of my whole Life! — Lord 


—“* Jefus! my truft is in thee. O Lord, in thee have I trulted, 


“let me never be confounded.” He frequently prayed, that 
poor hardened finners might be brought to repentance, by {eein 
them fuffer. Obferving a woman fhake her head, he faid, “ That 
dear woman does not know how happy we are, or fhe would not 
be grieved forus. This is the happieft ride I ever had.” He 
then turned to afk his brother, if he was happy? Who an{wered, 
** Yes: I Jong to be gone,” 

When the cart arrived at the fatal tree, I ftood upon one of the 
coffins and gave out feveral verfes of that Hymn, ‘“O thou that 
hear’{t when finners cry ;” which were fung with great folemnity. 
Having permiffion from the Mayor, and Sheriff, to addrefs the 

“People, I thought it proper to improve the awful occafion, and 


endeavoured to explain and enforce, Rom. vi. 23, “ The wages 


of fin is death,” &e. The vaft concourfe of people who attended 
the execution, were well fituated for hearing; on each fide of 
me there was a hill; and before me a large plain ; and a favourable 
breeze carried my voice to a confiderable diflance. The pcople 
behaved with great decency, and folemnity. 

_ The difcourfe being finifhed, Mr. Furnefs and I joined in 
prayer, and took our leave of the prifoners. Samuel ‘then ad- 
‘dreffed the people to this effe€t: ‘* My friends, do not grieve for 
us; Gop has pardoned our fins, and we are going to heaven; 
but repent of your fins. The leaft finner has need of repentance.” 
ult before they were turned off, Samuel faid, ‘* Lord, be merci- 
fulto us! Lord, lift thou upon us the Light of thy Counte- 
nance.” = They fubmitted to their fate, with the fame apparent 
chearfulnefs and compofure, as if they had been going to fleep. 
The younger brother fpoke but little ; particularly in the former 
“part of my acquaintance with them; but 1 ae he alfo experi- 
enced a faving change. Many of the fpe€tators were much 
-affeted, and faid, “they had never feen the like before.” I 
hope good impreffions were made on many minds ; may they be 
Jair, and come to a good effect. 
Bury St, Edmund’s, ‘T. BROADBENT. 


April 25, 1796. 
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Converfion and happy Death of Mary Priiine. 


ATARY PILLING, was born in the parifh of Sharples, near 
Bolton, in Lancafhire, in 1751. Her parents were honeft 

‘and induftrious ; ‘and they brought her up in a decent manner, 
according to their ability. She was of a fober, referved dilpofi- 
tion, flow to anger, of a forgiving temper; always making the 
beft of a bad matter, or of any evil report; and was a pattern to 
young people, by fhewing a conftant averfion to the empty vanities 


“of this delufive world, According to cuftom fhe attended the | 


Church, 
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Church, and waited on Gop in the ufe of the means of grate. 
Perhaps too much cannot be faid with regard to her moral 
character; fhe was a faint in the eyes of the world, and gained the 
efteem of moft, if notall, who were intimately acquainied with her. 
About four years ago, the eyes of her underftanding wete 
opened, and the faw the neceffity of an inward change of heart. 
She was convinced that her outward religion would not juftify 
. her in the fight of aholy Gop, or fereen her from the curfe of 
his perfe&t law. Being led by the hand of providence to the 
Methodift Chapel, the heard the Word with .pleafure and profit. 
Jt was made light and life to her foul, and fhe foon felt the waht ~ 
of a Saviour. At her own requeft, fhe was admitted a member 
of our fociety, and continued ftedfaft in the good way, to the 
time of her death. She attended her clafs regularly every week, 
‘unlefs ficknefs or fomething very extraordinary prevented. She 
was exceeding watchful over her whole condnét, efpecially her 
words, and was never heard to fpeak evil of any one. . During 
the’ period’ between conviétion and converfion, fhe did not éx- 
perience thofe diftreffing fears and terrors, common to perfons in 
that ftate, but was gradually drawn by the cords of love: She 
fought the Lord about a year in good earneft, when one day, 
being very uneafy, fhe went into her room, and kneeling down, 
cried mightily to the Lorp, that he would have mercy upon 
her, and reveal his Son in her heart. The Lorp heard her fup- 
plication, and thefe words were applied with great power, * O 
Lorp, I will praife thee! though thou waft angry with me, 
thine anger is turned: away, and thou comforteft me,” Ifa. xii. 2. — 
She now found Gon’s difpleafure removed, and enjoyed great 
“peace and happinefs; her heart was filled with love, and her mouth 
with praife; her exemplary life evinced the mighty change, 
Sometime after the had found peace-with Gon, fonie doubts 
‘occurred whether the work was real, and being of ‘a diffident dife 
pofition, fhe was afraid to : {peak freely to others, but it was not ° 
. long before the Lord manifefted himfelf a fecond time, and cleared ~ 
up her evidence for eternal Life, by applying the fame words as 
before. She now went on her way /1ejoicing, without fear and 
without a cloud to hide the Sun of righteoufnefs from her eyes.’ 
She was always made a bleffing to thole who met with her ix 
elafs. and band; they had many good feafons. About the be- 
ginning of laft fpring, it pleafed the Lord to affliét her with a fit 
of ficknefs, which fhe endured with cali’ patience, and refigna- 
tion, and fwid, “The Lory: doth all things well; his willis 
beft; praifeGop and the Lams for ever.” She was fitch bles. 
{ed in finging the praifes of the LorD Jehovah, particularly while 
repeating thele lines, ‘‘* My Jefus to know, and feel his Blood 
flow, It is Life everlafting, it is Heaven’ below.” She was not 
carried away with raptures and tranfports of joy, but rather melted — 
into humble love and overwhelmed with the divine prefence. 
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| a) 
She recovered a little from her firft fit of ficknefs, but foon re=  - 

lapfed: about five weeks ago the diforder returned, which ended 
in Death. She ftill retained the fame unfhaken confidence as be- 
fore; the Lord often vifited her with tokens of his Love and Fa- 
vour which enabled her to bear all afflictions without a murmur. 
ing or complaining thought; particularly in the night feafon fhe 
was favoured with fuch comfortable and reviving views of the love 
of Chrift and: her own acceptance with God, thro’ him, as made 
her long to be diffolved and to be with him in the Paradife above. 
While Mr. Rhodes was adminiftering the Lord’s Supper ta her, 
fhe was fo overpowered with a fenfe of the Lord’s prefence, that 
fhe felt no pain of body, and it feemed as if fhe was in Heayen,. 
Her leader afked, the night before fhe died, whether fhe was 
afraid of Death? She anfwered, “No, no. If the Lord will 
** be with me in that hour, as he has been with me hitherto, I 
** fhall be more than conqueror.” In the night fhe was exceeding 
happy, and defired thofe who were prefent to read feveral hymns, 
with which fhe was much delighted. For about an hodr before’ 
her departure fhe lay in {weet filence, and then quietly gave up 
her {pirit into the Hands of her gracious Redeemer, Sept. 35, 


“1795, in the 45th year of her age. C. HOPPER. 
PPP LPP PLP PDL LLL 
On the Authority for believing the Bible to be the Word of Gon: 


Extra&ted from the firft Letter of the Bifhop of Landaff, to 
. Thomas Paine, 


5 2 ete firft queftion you propofe for confideration is— 
“Whether there is fufficient authority for believing the 


Bible to be the Word of God, or whether there is not ?”—You 
determine this queftion in the negative, upon what you are 
pleafed to call moral evidence. You hold it impoflible that the 
Bible can be the Word of God, becaufe it is therein faid, that 
the Ifraelites deftroyed the Canaanites by the exprefs command of 
God: and to believe the Bible to be true, we muft, you affirm, 
unbelieve all our belief of the moral juftice of God ; for where- _ 
in, you afk, could crying or fmiling infants offend ?—1 am 
aftonifhed that fo acute areafoner fhould attempt to difparage the 
Bible, by bringing forward this exploded and trequently refuted 
obje&tion of Morgan, Tindal, and Bolingbroke. You profefs 
ourfelf to be a deift, and to believe that there isa God, who 
Created the univerfe, and eftablifhed the laws of nature, by which 
tis faftained in exiftence. You profefs that from the contem- 
| plation of the works of God, you derive a knowledge of his 
attributes; and you rejeft the Bible, becaufe it afcribes to God 
= things inconfiftent (as you fuppofe) with the attributes which. 
‘ you have difcovered to belong to him ; in particular, you think 
_ jt repugnant to his moral juitice, that he fhoulddoom to pa ee ip 
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the crying or {miling infants of the Canaanites.—Why do you 
not maintain it to be repugnant to his moral juftice, that he fhould 
fuffer crying or fmiling infants to be fwallowed up by an earth- 
quake, ‘drowned by an inundation, confumed by a fire, ftarved 
by a famine, or deftroyed by a peftilence? The word of God is 
in perfeét harmony with his work; crying or fmiling infants are 
fubje&ted to death in both. We believe that the earth, at the ex- 
refs command of God, opened her mouth, and fwallowed up 
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, with their wives, their fons, and 
their little ones. This you efteem fo repugnarittoGod’s moral 
juftice, that you fpurn, as fpurious, the book’ in which the cir- 
cumftance is related. When Catania, Lima, and Lifbon, were 
feverally deftroyed by earthquakes, men with their wives, their 
fons, and their little ones, were {wallowed up alive :—why do 
you not fpurn, as {purious, the book of nature, in which this 
fa&t is certainly written, and from the perufal of which you infer 
the moral jufiice of God? You will, probably, reply, that the 
evils which the Canaanites fuffered from the exprefs command of , 
God, were different from thofe which are brought on mankind 
by the operation of the laws of nature.---Different! in what ?--- 
Not in the magnitude of. the evil---not in the fubje&ts of fuffer- 
ance---not in the author of it---for my philofophy, at leaft, in- 
firs&ls me to believe, that God not only primarily formed, 
but that he had through all ages executed, the laws of nature; , 
and that he will through all eternity adminifter them, for the — 
general bappinefs of his creatures, whether we can, -on every oc- 
cafion, difcern that end or not. 
lam fa. from being guilty of the impiety of queftioning the 
 exiftence of the moral juftice of God, as proved either by natu- 
ral or revéaled religion ; what I contend for is fhortly this---that 
you have noright, in fairnefs of reafoning, to urge any apparent 
deviation from moral juftice as an argument againit revealed 
religion, becaufe you do not urge an equally apparent deviation 
from it, as an argument againil natural religion: you  rejeét the 
former, and admit the latter, without confidering that, as to your 
. ebjettion, they muff fland or fall together. ' 
As to the Canaanites, it is needlefs to enter into any proof of 
the depraved Slate of their morals: they were a wicked people in 
theme of Abraham, and they, even then, were devoted to de. 
itru€tion by God ; but their iniquity was not then full: In the 
time of Mofes, they were idolaters, facrificers of their own crys 
ing. or finiling intants ; devourers of human flefh; addi&ed to — 
unnatural luft ; immerfed in the filthinefs of all manner of vice, 
Now, I think, it will be impoffible to prove, that it was a pro- 
ceeding contrary to God’s moral juftice, to exterminate fo wicked 
a people, He made the Ifraelites the executors of his vengeance ; 
and, in doing this, he gave fuch an evident and terrible proof o 
his abomination of vice, ascould not fail to firike the tuesouadt 
ing nations with aftonifhment and terror, and to impr 
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minds of the Ifraelites what they were to expefi, if they followed 
the example of the nations whom he commanded them to cut off 
** Ye thal] not commit any of thefe abominations---that the land 
{pue not youout alfo, as it {pued out the nations that were before 
you.” How ftrong and defcriptive this language! the vices of 
the inhabitants were fo abominable, that the very land was fick of 
them, and forced to vomit them forth, asthe ftomach difgorges a 
deadly poifon. 
I have often wondered what could.be the reafon that men, 
not deftitute of talents, fhould be defirous of undermining the 
- authority of revealed religion, and ftudious in expofing, with 
a malignant.and illibera) exultation, every little difficulty attend- 
ing the feriptures, to popular animadverfion and contempt. I 
am not willing to attribute this ftrange propenfity to what Plato 
attributed the atheifm of his time---to profligacy of manners.-« 
to affeétation of fingularity---to grofs | te affuming the 
femblance of deep refearch and fuperior fagacity ;---I had rather 
refer it to an impropriety of judgment, refpecting the manners, 
and mental acquirements, of human kind in the firft ages of the 
world. Moft unbelievers argue as if the thought that man, in 
remote and rude antiquity, in the very birth and infancy of our 
{pecies, had the fame diftin€ conceptions of one, eternal, in- 
vifible, incorporeal, infinitely wife, powerful, and good God, 
which they themfelves have now. This I look upon as a great 
miftake, and a pregnant fource of infidelity. Human kind, by 
long experience ; by the inftitutions of civil fociety ; by the 
cultivation of arts and fciences; by, as I believe, divine inftruc. 
tion a€tually given to fome, and _ traditionally communicated. to 
all; isin a far more diftinguifhed fituation, as to the powers of the 
mind, than it was in the childhood of the world. The hiftory of 
man is the hiftory of the providence of God; who, willing the 
fupreme felicity of all his creatures, has adapted his government 
to the capacity of thofe, who in different ages were the fubjeéts 
of it. The hiftory of any one nation throughout all ages, and 
that of all nations in the fame age, are but feparate parts of one 
great plan, which God is carrying on for the moral melioration 
of mankind. But who can comprehend the whole of this im- 
menfe defign? The fhortnefs of life, the weaknefs of our facul- 
ties, the inadequacy of our means of information, conf{pire to 
make it impoflible for us, worms of the earth! infe&ts of an hour | 
~ completely to underftand any of its parts. No man, who well 
weighs the fubjeét, ought to be furprifed, that in the hiftories of 
ancient times many things fhould occur foreign to our man 
ners, the propriety and neceflity of which we cannot clearly 
apprehend. y 
ate appears incredible to many, that God Almighty fhould have 
had colloquial intercourfe with our firft parents ; that he fhould 
have contra&ted a kind of friendfhip for the patriarchs, and en. 
tered into covenants with them; that he fhould have fufpended 
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the laws of nature in Egypt; fhould have been fo apparently 
partial as to become the God and governor of one particular 
ration ; and fhould have fo far demeaned himfelf as to give to 
that people a burdenfome ritual of worfhip, ftatutes and ordinances, 
many of which feem to be beneath the dignity of his attention, 
unimportant and impolitic. I have converfed with many deifts, 
and have always found that the ftrangenefs of thefe things was 
the only reafon for their difbelief of them: nothing fimilar has 
happened in their time; they will not, therefore, admit, that 
thele events have really taken place at any time. As well might a ; 
child, when arrived at a ftate of manhood, contend that he had 
never either flood ip need of or experienced the foftering care of 
a mother’s kindnefs, the wearifome attention of his nurfe, or the 
inftru€tion and difcipline of his fchoolmafter. The Supreme 
Being fele&ted one family from an idolatrous world; nurfed it up, 
by various aéts of his providence, into a great nation; com- 
municated to that nation a knowledge of his holinefs, juftice, ~ 
‘mercy, power, and wifdom ; diffeminated them, at various times 
through every part of the earth, that they might be a “ leaven to 
leaven the whole lump,” that they might affure all other nations 
of the exiftence of one fupreme God, the creator and preferver 
‘of the world, the only proper obje& of adoration: Wath what 
reafon can we expeét, that what was done to one nation, not out 
of any partiality to them, but for the general good, fhould be 
done to all ? that the mode of inftruétion, which was fuited to the 
infancy of the world, fhould be extended to the maturity of its 
manhood, or to the imbecility of its old age? I own to you, that 
when I confider how nearly man, in a favage ftate, approaches 
to the brute creation, as to intelle€tual excellence; and when I 
contemplate his miferable attainments, as to the knowledge of 
God, in a civilized ftate, when he has had no divine inftru@ion 
on the fubje&, or when that inftruétion has been forgotten, (for 
all men have known fomething of God from tradition,) I cans 
not but'admire the wifdom and goodnefs of the Supreme Being, 
in having let himfelf down to.our apprehenfions ; in having given 
to mankind, in the earlieft ages, fenfible and extraordinary proofs 
of his exiftence and attributes; in having made the jewifh and 
ehriftian difpenfations mediums to convey to all men,” throu; 
_ all ages, that knowledge concerning himfelf, which he had vouch- 
fated to give immediately to the firft.’ Iown it is ftrange, very 
ftrange, that he fhould have made an immediate manifeftation of — 
himfelf in the firft ages of the world ; but what is there*that is not . 
flrange ? It is ftrange that you and I are here-.-that theres water, and 
earth, and air, and fire---that there is’ a fun, and moon, and flars-..* 
that there is generation, corruption, reproduétion. I can account 
ultimately for none of thefe things, without recurring to Him 
who made every thing. I alfoam his workmanthip, and look upto 
him with hope of pre ervation through all eternity ; I adore him for 
‘ re pats histo 
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his word as well as for his work: his work I cannot compre- 
hend, but his word hath affured me of all that I am concerned to 
know---that he hath prepared everlafting happinefs for thofe 
who love and obey him. This you will call preachment :---] will 
have done with it; but the fubje& is fo ,vaft, and the plan of 
providence, in my Opinion, fo obvioufly wife and good, that 
I can never think of it without having my mind filled with piety, 
admiration, and gratitude.” 


PP PPP LPL LBD LOE LP LLL 
An Account or Mr. WILLIAM PRICE. 
p44 err eae Price was born near Enifkg@en in Ireland. 


At an early period, he commenced a foldier in the Enis- 
Killen Dragoons. | He ftood two Flanders wars, ten campaigns, 
and twelve general engagements, without receiving the flighteit 
wound. At his firft going to Flanders, feeing himfelf expofed to 
danger on all hands, and not knowing the moment he ny fall a 
victim to the horrors of war, he endeavoured to prepare for Eter- 


nity: But being ignorant of the way of attaining juftification by 


faith in Chrift, he fet about eftablifhing his own righteoufnefs, as 
the foundation of acceptance with Gop. And now he thought all 
was well, becaufe he forfook bad company, faid his prayers, went 
to Church and Sacrament, and bore a good charaéter among men. 
But that Gop, who “ weigheth the fpirits, and fearcheth the hearts 
of the fons of men,” faw the fincerity of his defires, and while 
he continued walking in the light of his inferior difpenfation, pro- 
vided means for bringing him out of all darknefs into his marvel- 
ous light. ; 

The firft converted man that Mr. Price remembers to have con- 


verfed with, was Mr. Joun Haime, who at that time was pub- . 


lithing falvation thro’ faith in Jefus, in the Britifh camp. As Mr. 


HalIMeE was a ftri€t attendant on the church, and facrament; Mr 


Price took particular notice of his ferious deportment, which 
Jed to an intimate acquaintance with each other. Mr. HaImMeE 
urged the neceflity of experiencing a death unto fin, and a new 
birth unto righteoufnefs ; but Mr. Price did not readily under- 
dtand this doétrine at firft. However, that-he might be entirely 
freed from his former ungodly companions, and improve an ac- 
quaintance with a few pious foldiers, who frequently met for the 
purpofe of worfhipping Gop, and taking {weet counfel together, 
of things pertaining to the kingdom of heaven, Mr. Price glad- 
dy caft in his lot among them. After fome time, the rod of afflic- 


__ dion was laid upon him, which brought him to the margin of the 


; iis . . . . 
his hopes of heaven vanifhed away. In this fituation the conftant 
‘ery Pe hbiaitry foul was, —‘* Mercy! Mercy! Mercy!” In 
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grave. And now the fears of death and judgment overwhelmed 
him, his fins ftared him in the face, his righteoufnefs failed and 
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Chrift died to fave the vilelt of finners :” he believed the report 
and immediately felt the falutary effe€ts thereof in his mourning 
foul. The guilt and burden of fin was removed, and his freed 
fpirit rejoiced in Gop his Saviour.. Then his tongue became as 
the pen of a ready writer, in declaring the goodnefs of God 
to his foul. : 

The Lord having raifed him from the bed of ficknefs, he went 
forth to the field of battle, knowing that, ‘ for him to live was 
Chrift, and to die was gain.” He found much confidence in the 
Lord in the greateft dangers ; particularly at the battle of Foun- 
tainoy, his foul was unfpeakably happy. 

At the conclufion of the war, the army returned to England, where 
he was introduced to Mr. Wefley and other pious friends, whofe 
converfation and pious inftru€tions ftrengthened him much in the 
Lord. Being difcharged he returned to the place of his Nativity, 
where for many years he was like a bird on the houfe top, having 
none to converfe with upon Bible Religion. However he looked 
forward in expectation of the time when pure and undefiled reli. 
gion would find its way to that benighted corner. The firft Preacher 
that came that way, rouzed the holy flame more abundantly in his 
breaft; and from that time his heart and houfe: were open to the 
Meffengers of Chrift. \ 

The work of the Lord now began to fpread, and perfecution 
arofe: Mobs headed by the clergy frequently affaulted them at the 
time of preaching. Mr. Parcs accompanied the Preachers, when 
brought before Magiftrates, &c. being always willing to fhare with 
them in reproach and fufferings, for the Truth’s fake. He hada 
good talent for flrengthening young converts, and eftablifhing 
new Societies. Asaclafs leader, his labours were almoft indefa- 
tigable. For upwards of thirty years, he attended Societies ten 
Miles round ; And even a few months before his death, I have 
known him travel fourteen miles to meet a new fociety, notwith- 
ftanding his age and infirmities. Asa Chriftian, he thought very 
meanly of himfelf, confefling that he was a dependant mortal, 
having no ftock of grace, but always poor and needy, living by 
the moment.; and tho’ blamelefs in life and converfation, yet he 
wept to the laft, for his unfaithfulnefs. | 

I vifited him in his laft illnefs, and found him happy inthe — 
Lord, and refigned to his will. As I perceived him making hafty 
ftrides toward death, I left word with the family, that if he died 
before my return, they would fend for me, thatI might preach a ~ 
funeral fermon; contrary to my wifhes, he heard of my inten. 
tions, and defired they would call me back again. He got me by © 
the hand, and with tears in his eyes faid, “If afumeral fermon — 
“« is to be preached, I beg that very little may be fpoken concern 
** ing me, left it fhould rob God in any wife of his Glory. Iff | 
** flood long in the ways of the Lord, no thanks to me, but the _ 
* grace of God. If 1 withftood perfecution, it was Jefus who 
** flood by me, and without his fapport I could donothing, If 1 — 
** opened 
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** opened my door to the meffengers of God, it was himfelf who 
“* gave me the place and allin it. It was not mine; no thanks 
** to me for it; I was but the Steward over it, I was nothing ; 
“ Tam nothing; and can plead nothing, but Gop be merciful 
** to me a finner.” 

On the fabbath day, the minifter came to fee him, to whom he 
related the particulars of his pat experience, his repentance, 
converfion, and growth in grace ; and that at that moment he felt 
the divine prefence, fupporting his foul. He afked the minitfter, 
if he thought the work was of God. Upon being anfwered 
in the affirmative, he exhorted the minifter to feek diligently, till 
he obtained the divine peace and confcioufnefs of pardon, and 
then his heart would be filled with love to Gop and man; and by 
preaching from fuch a heart it would reach the hearts of others ; 
finners would be convinced, mourners converted and the church 
of Chrift built up in living faith, 

A few days before bis death he was uncommonly bleffed of the 
Lorp, and as many came to: fee him, he gladly embraced the 
opportunity offered, and {poke feelingly to them, as their feveral 
flates required. But the grand enemy of mankind, ‘either to {top 
his ufefulnefs in this labour of love, or to fhake his confidence in 
Gop, brought all his former fins to his mind, with all the fhort- 
comings and wanderings, from the day of his converfion to that 
moment. In this confli&t, the Holy Spirit fo fitly and powerfally 
applied the great and precious promifes to his rey that he was 
more than conquerer. The enemy then ftrove to make hi ubt 

of the reality of the work of grace accomplithed in his heart ; but 
not being ignorant of the devices of fatan, he cried out, “ the love, 
the joy, the peace, I now feel in my heart, never grew in nature’s 
garden ; nor could any beftow thefe bleflings but Gop.” Thefe 
temptations, tho’ fevere for a feafon; were fucceeded by a blefled 
time of refrefhing from the prefence of the Lorn; fo that till 
the hour of his death, his foul was filled with peace and joy, 
longing to be gone. A fhort {pace before his departure he was 
{peechlefs; neverthelefs his joyful countenance, and uplifted 
hands and eyes, fhewed that tho’ his health and ftrength failed him, 
yet Chrift was the flrength of his heart, and his portion for ever. 
Thus died Wiit1am Price, after adorning the Gofpel upwards 
of fifty years, in the month of March 1795- I am not certain 
of his age, but fuppofe it was about four-fcore. . 


Slygo Circuit, May 5, i796. THOMAS RIDGEWAY, 


PPI LP PDLDP PD LDP LLL LK 
A feafonable Admonition to the People of Gop. 
Y OU profefs to believe the Communion of Saints: You have 


been admitted to the privileges of this communion: You 
thought it not fafe or good for man to be alone; to live retired ~ 
from the Society of Chriftians: You have been inrojled among 
them ; and yet what an unprofitable hermit haft thou ae , 
oe 10n 
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Zion? Thou art no way. ferviceable to the body. How can 
Chriftians. content thmefelves with the privileges of Gon’s 
Houfe, and negleé& the mutual duties that are incumbent on them. 
The Apoftle tells us, that “ the meaneft members in the Church 
are neceflary.” But alas! how many are there, who immure 
themfelves. within their own walls; who are fo involved in 
worldly bufinefs, and have fo little care and zeal for the houfe of 
Gop, that they no way profit, no way edify their brethren ? 
How can you overlook thefe plain {criptures ?_ “ Let us there- 
fore follow after the things which make for peace, and 
things wherewith one may edify another. Wherefore comfort 
(or exhort) yourfelves together, and edify one another. From 
whom, (i. e. Chrift) the whole body fitiy joined together, and 
compaéted by that which every joint fupplieth, according to the 
effectual working in the meafure of every part, maketh increafe 
of the body, unto the edifying of itfelf in love. Let mo cor- 
rupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which 
is good, to the ufe of édifying, that it may minifter grace unto 
the hearers. Let every one of us pleafe his neighbour, for his 
good to edification, Exhort one another daily, while it is called 
to-day, left any of you be hardened through the deceitfulnefs of 
fin. And let us confider one another, to provoke unto love, 
and unto good works: Not forfaking the aflembling of ourfelves 
together, as the manner of fome is, but exhorting qne another ; 
and fo much the more, as ye fee the day approaching. Look not 
ev an on his own things, but every man alfo on the things of 
others.” None are excluded: It is every man’s work. ‘* Look 
diligently, left any man fail of the grace of Gop, left any root 
of bitternefs {pringing up, trouble you, and thereby many. be 
defiled.” If they do not overlook, how dare they contemn all 
thefé commandments of our Lord Jefus Chrift? How can they 
look upon themfelves as no way concerned in thefe duties ? It is 
a Jamentation,, that fo many members of fociety, through {piritual 
floth, through a lothnefs to difpleafe, through want of pity to the 
Jouls of their brethren, fuffer them to perifh in careleffnefs, 
Jenfuality, formality ; rather than they will labour to quicken, re- 
ftore, and fave them. An engroffer is hateful to men: But of 
“* how much forer punifhment fhall ye be thought worthy,” who 
engrofs your graces, your gifts, your experiences, wherewith 
the church of Chriff might be edified ? Every man is a fleward; 
but you are flewards in an efpecial manner: You are ftewards 
of the gifts of the Spirit, which are “given to profit withall, 
How dare ye “hide your talents ina napkin?” You have a 
greater truft committed to you, than others have ; You have fouls 


committed to your care ; for the members of fociety are to care. 


even naturally one for another. What are you afraid you fhall 
have the lefs light, the lefs grace, the lefs comfort from Chrift, 
becaufe others fhare with you ? Know the more ufeful you are, 
the more you yourfelves will be enriched and fupplied; and 
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while you are dividing your loaves, Gop will multiply the 
bread. You fhall receive, while you are difburfing: Your light 
and heat will increafe by your diftributing it. 

2, How zs /piritual Conver/ation neglected even among the Mem- 
bers of Society 2 What! are you afhamed of your Gop? Is 
the {peaking of grace and glory fome kind of difparagement to 
your tongues? When you come together, precious time is de- 
voured in beck-biting, in cenfuring of abfent perfons, who are 
not capable of making their defence; or elfe in impertinent dif- 
courfes- of worldly matters. Few, like the difciples in their 
journeyto Emmaus, difcourfe of fuch matters, as to engage Chrift 
himifelf to join with them, and caufe their hearts to burn: 
When do you warm one another’s hearts, and fit each other to 
enter into communion with Gop in fecret? How do many coms 
plein of you, that their hearts are eftranged from Gop by con- 
verfe and intimacies with you, and that they lofe their Affe@tions 
by keeping up correfpondence with you; and therefore count it 
their wifdom to retire into their clofets, rather than mifpend pres 
cious Hours in unprofitable communication? How many 
weak Chriftians are there, who are not acquainted with the wiles - 
of Satan, and they fit down penfive and deje&ted, thinking no 
condition lke theirs, and conclude hereupon that they are none 
of Gop’s children, whom (if you were {piritual, pitiful, a€tive, 
and free to acquaint them with your own experience,) you might 
fuccour under their temptations, and comfort them with the 
comforts wherewith you have been comforted, and eafe them by 
hearkening to their doubts and complaints, and fhewing them a 
~ way how their fouls may be delivered ? Were you of a Chrift-like 
{pirit, you would mot break thefe bruifed reeds; but labour to 
{caiter thofe mifts, which over-cloud their fouls: You fhould 
be eyes to the blind; but you are not: You fhould be of a 
merciful fpirit to all fouls; more efpecially to the fouls of all 
good men; moft efpecially to the fouls of thofe 1o whom you 
are peculiarly united, but you are not. In the old law Gop 
took care of Ajfes; if they lay under a burden, Ifrael was to hel 
them. Doth Gop take care for beafts ; and will not ye for men, 
for the redeemed of the Lonp? Gop requires of you, that you 
** comfort the feeble-minded. The manifeftation of the fpirit 
is given to every man to profit withall. Chrift expefts his own 
with increafe. They that feared the Lorp {fpake often one to 
another ;” (to comfort one another with the promifes of Gop, 
made to his people, againft the flourifaing of the wicked, and 
overflowing of ungodlinefs) “ and the Lorn hearkened and beard 
it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him.” The 
Lorp booked that good fervice, He put it upon record: But 
. though the Lorp hearkeneth and hezsreth, yet He feldom finds 
us fo employed: Our negleéts are fealed up in his bag. 1 pray 
Gop we may lay it to heart, repent, and reform. Bernard’s 

Vou. XIX. Oftober, 1796. 2 complaint 
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complaint may jafily be revived: “ Not a word of the feriptures; 
« nothing of the falvation of the foul; but trifles and toys, laugh- 
‘* ter, and words as light as the wind, eat up the time.” Let us 
not negleét to build up ourfelves in cur moft holy faith. Mutual 
duties fhould be exercifed between chriftian and chriftian: The 
Apoftle is exprefs for it in the places already quoted: I fhall add 
one more, * Let the word of Chrift dwell in you richly, in all 
wifdom, teaching and admonifhing one another.” O that Gop 
could prevail with you, to go and vifit one another, and ftir up one 
another, that ‘‘ knowing the terrors of the Lorp, you may per- 
fuade men!’? ©! bewail thy unferviceablenefs, thy want of love 
and bowels of compaffion to others. Surely, there is no time wherein 
chriftian Fellowfhip is more called for, and wherein itmay be more 
profitable, than at this time: But alas! how few are there like 
Jonathan and David? How few enter into a brotherly promife to 
exhort one another, to call one another to account, to tell one . 
another their fears, to know of one another their growth in 

religion. . 


PPI 
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~Extra&t of the MINUTES of the CONFERENCE, 
held in Lonpon, July 25th, &c. 1796: Between the 
PREACHERS: late in Connection with the Rev. Mr. WESLEY. 


“HE following Preachers were admitted into full conneétion, 
namely, Richard Gower, Jofeph Bowes, Jofeph Robins, 
* John Stephens, Robert Smith, John Ward, Richard Hardacre, © 
James Bridgnell, William Fenwick, lfaac Muff, John Brice, 
George Morley, George Smith, Thomas Fearnley, Henry An- | 
derfon, Matthew Tobias, James Stuart, Robert Banks, James 
Jordan, James Smith, John Mc Archer. ¥ 


Preachers who have died fince the laf Conference. ~ 


1. JoHN MIL er, a German. . He was atravelling Preacher 
for fixteen years ; and though the difadvantages of his pronouncias ° 
tion were always obje€tions to him on his firft vifit to the Circuit, 
yet he foon gained the affe€tions and efteem of the people. Love 
and zeal were the two diftinguifhing traits in his chara&ter. After a 
very ufeful life, he died happy, rejoicing in Chrift Jefus. 


2. JoHN BRETTELL. He was brought to the knowledge of 
Gop, when he was very young: and laboured in the Lorp’s 
vineyard more than thrée and twenty years, with a fteady, upright 
charaéter. In his aft illnefs he was remarkably happy. One of 
his dying teftimonies was, “Irblefs Gop, I was never more re- 
** figned to the Divine Will*'I havé no pain, norhave bad any 
** doubt of my acceptance with Gop, fince’my affliftion begun.” 


3. WILLIAM ‘Denton: A‘ truly ferious, watchful and ex- 
emplary Chriftian ; of great humility, meeknefs, and patience ; and. 
an acceptable and edifying Preacher. After having travelled 
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four years on trial, and being muth approved of in the Circuit, 
in which he laboured, he was admitted into full conneftion at the 
laft Conference, but was immediately obliged to defift from 
travelling, through a painful and diftreffing diforder, which arole 
from a hurt received in the work. This affli€tion, which con- 
tinued and increafed upon him for many months, he fupported 
with great refignation to the Divine Will; and although frequently 
exercifed with fore temptations and much heavinefs, yet he went 
off the ftage of Life in great peace and triumph. 


The Stations of the Preachers for this Year. 


1 London, John Pawfon, Francis Wrigley, William 
Weft, Adam Clarke, Richard Reece, 
George Marfden, Peard Dickinfon, 
James Creighton, George Story, Editor, 
&c, George Whitfield, Book-Steward. 


2 Rye, : Thomas Tatterfhall, Robert Swan, Jofeph 
Kyte, Martin Vaughan: 

3 Rochefter, John Woodrow, Peter Haflam. 

4 Canterbury, George Deveral, William Howarth, James 
Townley. ‘ 

5 Colchefter, John Reynolds, John Stephens. 

& Harwich, John Hickling, John Cricket. - 

7 Norwich, Charles Kyte, Duncan Kay. 

8 Yarmouth, - James Anderfon, Richard Hardacre, John 
Leppington. q 

9 D:fs, ; William Collins, Thomas Rogerfon.. “g 

10 Bury, Thomas Broadbent, Francis Weft. 

a1 Lynn, Benjamin Leggatt, Edmund. Shaw. 


12 Walfingham, John Saunderfon, Jofiah Hill. 
13 Bedford, James Watfon, John Furnace. 
14 Higham Ferrers, Thomas Gill, Edward Towler. 
15 St. Ives, Hunts, Edward Gibbon, Stephen Wilfon, James 
' Scholfield, John aa ee ae . 
Vorthampton, - onathan Couffins, Charles Tunnicliff. 
* Sader ts ea Harper, Cuthbert Whitefides. 
18 Oxford, William Shelmerdine, John Dean, John 
Murlin, Supernumerary. 


ig Newb? William Hotmes, Thomas Dunn. > 
ée Gloucefer, William Jenkins, Jofeph Burgefs, Samuel 
Harris. Tos oe 
21 Worcefter, Walter Griffith, Jonathan Crowther, James 
Bridgnell. & Robert Smith,’ J 
. Salz i - John Mackerfy, Robert Smith, Jun. . 
ri Wendfocd, Preepbilus Leffey, Thomas Stanton, John 


Jones, Iaac mek te J * 
94 Port{mouth, ‘oleph Alger, Thomas Rough,. Jonathay » 
rh sien : Breskhaule Charles Greenly. 
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25 Tfle of Ferfey, 


26 Ife of Guern/ey, 


27 tftes of Alder- 
ney and Sark, é 
28 Bath, 


29 Bradford, Wilts, 
30 Briftol, 


31 Shepton Mallet, 
32 Launton, 


33 Collumpton, 

34 Plymouth-Dock, 
35 Launceston, 

36 St. Auftle, 


37 Redruth, 
38 Penzance, 


39 Haverford-weft, 


40 Swanfea, . 


41 Cardiff, 
42 Breton, 


43 Birmingham, 
44 Dudely, 


45 Shrew Ur, 
46 Bur tom 3 


47 Leek, 
48 Maccelsfield, 


49 Stockport, 
5° Manchefer, 
51 Oldham, 
52 Rochdale, 
53 hah 

54 Wigan, 

55 Chefter, 


* 56 cere 
57 Northarch, 
§8 Blackburn, 


Thomas Simeonite, William Dienade,H ene 
ry Mahy. 

William Palmer, Francis Balliau. 

John De Quetville. 


Samuel Bradburn, Richard Gower. 

James Rogers, William Moulton. 

Jofeph Bradford, John Pritchard, Charles 
Atmore, Thomas Roberts, Owen Davis, 
Andrew Mayor. 

William Afhman, Thomas Kelk. ‘ 

James Byron, James Jay, Jofeph Rob- 
bins, Humphry Parfons. 

Mark Daniel, James Lawton. 

William Horner, William Aver. 

John Smith, Thomas Yates, James Evans. 

John Boyle, Edward Milward, Robert 
Green, Thomas Stanley. 

Francis: Trufeott, John Clarke, Richard 
Trefry, Thomas Trethewy. 

Lawrence Kane, Jofeph Couke, John San- 
doe, John Grant, Jofeph Bowes, 

Clealand Kirkpatrick, William -Pearfon, 
James Gill, 

Samuel Taylor, Hans Shrowder, 

Caleb Simmonds, John Hughes. 

James Buckley, John Wood, John Jen- 
nings, 

Willism Thompfon, Richard Elliott, John 
Pipe, Jonathan Barker. 

Jofeph ‘Taylor, John Simpfon, William 
Hicks. “ 

George Baldwin, Thomas Blanchard. 
John* Mafon, Richard Rodda, Thomas 
Hutton. : 

William Simpfon, James Ridal. 

George Snowden, Miles Martindale, Thos 
mas Greaves. 

Jeremiah Brettell, James Mc. Donald. 

Alexander Mather, Thomas Rutherford. 

Thomas Taylor, Pid ag Collier. 

ea Gualtier, Robert Miller. 
enjamin Rhodes, David Barrowclough. 

Thomas Wood, George Sykes. 

John Goodwin, Robert Crowther, Richard 
Emmet. 


Henry Moore, John Allen, George Morley. 


ae Booth, Thomas Fearaly. 


imothy Crowther, John Denton. . 
&9 Coine, 
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59 Colne, 


60 Lancafter, 
61 Leicefler, 
62 Hinkley, 


51k 
Jonathan’ Edmonfon, John Atkins, Charles 
loyne. 
Robert Hartifon, Thomas Shaw. 
Simon Day, Samuel Bardfley. 
Jobn Beaumont, James Penman. 


63 Caftle Dunnington, George Sargeant, William Timperley. 


-64 Newark, 
65 Nottingham, 


66 Derby, 


Jonathan Parkin, Charles Bland. 

Thomas Hanby, Thomas Bartholomew, 
George Low. 

Thomas Longley, William Ainfworth. 


67 Afhby-de-la-Zouch, Thomas Cooper, John Birdfel, 


68 Sheffield, 


69 Rotheriam, 
79 Grimfby, 


71 Horncaftle, 
72 Bofton, 
73 Gainfbsrough, 


74 Barrow, 
75 Epworth, 


76 Leeds, 
77 Wakefield, 


85 Oiley, 

86 Whitehaven, 
87 Sle of Man, 
88 Yord, e 
89 Malton, 


90 Pocklington, 
91 Hull, 


92 Bridlington, 


93 Scarborough, — 


94 Whitby, 


Henry Taylor, William Bramwell, Michael 
Emmet. 

George Button, John Crofsby. 

Thomas Vafey, John Nelfon, Thomas 
Edmunds. 

William Saunderfon, George Dermott, 
James Burley, Robert Carr Bracken- 
bury, Supernumerary. 

pons Wilfhaw, John Akienhead, 
obert Smith, ienior, Wailliam Hunter, 
junior, 

John King, William Harrifon, 

Jfper Robinfon, George Mowatt, James 
Hall. 

Jofeph Benfon, William Myles, Robert 
Hopkins, 

Jofeph Entwifle, Robert Lomas. 

John Furnace, William Heath 

John Barber, John Kerfhaw, Jofeph Drake. 

George Highteld, John Brice. 

Ifaac Brown, Booth Newton. 

Robert Roberts, John Athall. 

William Thom, Jofeph Suttcliffe. , 

Edward Jackfon, John Leech. 

George Gibbon, John Ogilvre. 

George Holder, John Braithwaite. 

John Barrett, Artbur Hutchinfon, 
Alexander Cummins. ; 

William Blagbourn, Zechariah Yewdall, 
John Stamp. 

Jofeph Pefcod, Thomas Harrifon, Thomas 
Parfons. 

Lancelot Harrifon, Thomas Carlill, 

James Wood, William Percival, Jofeph 
Cole. . 

William Stevens, William Saunders, 

onathan Brown, John Fofter, John Dutton, 

Thomas Dixon, te Hudfon. a 2 

eS 95 Rippon, 


, — eae 
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5 Rippon, 
ae Middleham, 
97 Stockton, 
98 Barnard Caftie, 
99 Hexham, 
100 Sunderland, 


Newca/file, 


Alnwick, 


iot 
102 


103 Edinburgh, 


104 Gla/gow, © 
105 Dumfries, 
106 Berwtck, 
107 Dundee, 
108 Brecken, 
109 Aberdeen, 
110 Invernefs, 


Dublin, 


sic Wicklow, 
‘119 Carlow, 

114 Waterford, 

115 Youghalt, 
“110. Cork, 

117 Bandon, 
118 Mallow, 


2 he 


119 Limerick, 
120 Birr, . 


121 Connomarah, 


122 Caftlebar, 
129 Athlone 
124 Mountrath, 


125 Longford, 
126 Sligo, 


® 
127 Ballyconnell, 


_ 128 Cavan, 
429 Clones, 


ie 
‘ 


Minutes of the Conference. 


Samuel Gates, Ifaac Muff. > 

Philip Hardeaftle, Anthony Seckerfon. 

Daniel Jackfon, John Riles. 

Matthew Lumb, John Philips. . 

William Cox, Abraham Mofley. 

William Hunter, fen. John Moon, Samuel 
Botts. : 

Robert Johnfon, Richard Condy. 

Alexander Suter, Henry Anderfon. 


SCOTLAND. 


James Bogie, Jofeph Crofs, Thomas Ing- 

‘ham, Jofeph Saunderfon, Supernumerary. 

Thomas Warwick, John Townfend. 

Robert Dall. 

John Doncatter. 

James Thom, John Ward. 

Stephen Eversfield, George Douglas. 

William Stephenfon, Richard Waddy. 

Duncan Mc Allum, William Fenwick, 
Richard Thompfon. 

IRELAND. 

William Smith, John Hurley, Matthias 
Jeyce, Book ‘Steward. 

Alexander Moore, Andrew Taylor, 

Robert Banks, Thomas Edwards. - 

William Me Cornook, John Stuart. 

William Hamilton, William Sturgeon, 

John Dinnen, John Darragh. 

Samuel Mitchell, Jofeph Anderfon. 

Michael Murphy, James Mc Quige, Geo. 
Stephenfon. 

John Mc Farland, Thomas Patterfon. 


Samuel Steele, John Price, Zachariah 
Worrel : John Bredin, Supernumerary. 
John Hamilton. N. B. This circuit is to 


be under the infpeétion of Brother Steele. 
George Brown, James Mc Keown, - 
Francis Ruffel, John Gillis, 
Charles Graham, John Clegg: 
Adam Averill, Supernumerary. 
John Stephenfon, James Bell, James Jordan, 
Thomas Ridgeway, William Wilfon, Mat~ 
thew Langtree. 
Thomas Hewitt, Archibald Montgomery, 
Thomas Booth. . 
ae dicrigiay. 2 jun. James Irwin, James 


Sm 
Rabon i ‘Smit amés Stuart, Ale 
_ Sturgeon, hy : igo B mee 
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130 Brookborough, Francis Armftrong, Thomas Barbor. 

131 Ennifhillen, William Fergufon, William Douglas. 

132 Balinamallard, Matthew Tobias, Blakely Dowling. 

133 Ballyfhannon, Robert Crozier, John Ciendinnen. 

134 Newtown-/tuart, Jofeph Armftrong, William Little, John 
agan: Thomas Kerr, Supernumerary. 

135 Londonderry, Samuel Wood, Lawrence Kane. 


136 Coleraine, Matthew Stuart, David Gordon, Daniel 
Mc. Mullen. 

137 Dungannon, ,_. John Kerr, Samuel Alcorn. 

138 Armagh, Andrew Hamilton, Sen. James Mc Kee. 

139 Tanderagee, Jobn Malcomfon, Thomas Brown, John 

ot Mc Arthur. 

140 Belfaft, James Mc Mullen, William Armftrong. 

141 Lifburn, Guftavus Armftrong, Jofeph Hennin. 


142 Downpatrick, James Rennick, Daniel Pedlow, John 
Grace, Supernumerary. 
143 Newry, John Crook, Charles Mayne, 
Miffionaries for Africa, Archibald Murdock, William Patien.* 
The BRITISH DOMINIONS in America. 
Nova Scotia, New Brunfwick and Newfoundland, 
William Black, General Afiiftant. 


Halifax, James Mann. 

Liverpool, Ifaac Lunsford. : 

Shelborne, Daniel Fidler. - 
Newport, Jobn Mann. r 
Horton, Theodore Harding. 

Annapolis, James Boyd. 

St. Fohn’s, William Jeffop. 

FrederiGon, William Grandine. 

St. Stephen's, Duncan Mc Coll. 

Cumberland, Benjamin Wilfon. 

Newfoundland, William Thorefby, George Smith. 


WEST.-INDIES. 


Dr. Coke fuperintends the Weft-India Miffionaries. 
Antigua, John Baxter, William Warrenner. 
St. Chriftopher's,» Thomas Owens, Thomas Dumbleton, Richard. 
Nevis. : Brownell. Peg 


* Dr. Coke laid before the Conference an account of the fail- & 
ure of the colony, intended to be eftablifhed in the Foulah Coun- 
try in Africa: After mature confideration, the Conference unani- 
moufly judged, that a trial thould be made in that part of Africa 
en the proper miflionary plan. The two brethren above mention- 
ed, having voluntarily offered themfelves for this important work, 


the Conference folemnly appointed them for it, earnefily re- — 
undertaking to the public and pri. | 


_ commend them and their great undertaking to 1 1 
_ vate prayers of all the members of the Methodift Conneétion. 
: 2 ys ates Dominica, 


- a 
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Dominica, John Kingfton. 

St. Vincent's, Richard Paitifon. 

Barbadoes, James Alexander. 

Grenada, Thomas Hallett. : 
Jamaica, John M’Vean, William Staniforth. 
Tortola, Edward Turner, Thomas Ifham. 
Honduras-Bay, William Fith. 


N. B. John Harper, and Richard Andrews, are removed to 
the Continent of America. 


MEMORANDUM for the time of CONFERENCE. 


Some years ago I wrote the following Rules for my own com 
du& during the time of the Conference; but never Jet any one 
fee them till this Conference. When I fhewed them to Mr. Benfon, 
he faid they ought to be put in the Minutes for general good. If 
intended reading them firft; but in the multiplicity of bufinefs, 
forgot it. But as the Preachers to whom I fhewed them, were al} 
of the fame mind, I have ventured to comply with their defire. 


S. BRADBURN. 


1. Be tender of the chara&ter of every Brother; but keep at 
the utmoft diftance from countenancing fin. 

2. Say nothing in the Conference but what is ftriétly neceffary 
and to the point. 

* g. If accufed by any one, remember recrimination is not ace 
quitance ; therefore avoid it. 

4. Beware of impatience of contradi@ion: be firm; but be 
open to conviétion. The caufe is God’s, and he needs not the 
hands of an Uzzah to fupport his ark. The being too tenacious 
of a point, becaufe you brought it forward, is only feeding felf. 
Be quite eafy, if a majority decide againft you. 

5. Ufe no craft or guile to gain any point. Genuine fimplicit 
will always fupport itfelf. But there is no need always to fay all 
you know or think. 

6. Beware of too much confidence in your own abilities; and 
never defpife an opponent. 

7. Avoid all lightnefs of Spirit, even what would be innocent 
any where elfe. Thou, Gon feeft me! 


fens am: . 
_ Dire€tions concerning the attendance of Preachers at the 
Conference. 


1. We confirm the Rule recorded in the Minutes of the’ 


lat Conference, Queftion 23. p. 24. Rule 7. namely, ‘ The 
Diftriét-Committees refpettively fhall from year to year fix upon 


the Preache a are toattend the Conference: and the ex- 
reir 


pences of | oing to, and returning from the Conference 
fhall be defrayed ae their refpeftive Circuits. 2. “ No Circuit 
fhall be left without a Preacher during the time of Conference, 

’ % YW e And - 
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_ And if any Preacher, fo left in the Circuit, fhall during the meet- 
“of the Conference, leave fuéh Circuit, he fhall be fulpended tll 
the next Conference. Large Minutes, p. 88. 


The Conference appointed Mr, Mather and Mr. Pawfon to fi» 
perintend the examination of the Books in London, and to print 
a ftatement of the Book-Account for the information of the 
Preachers. . 

N. B. Meffrs. Mather and Pawfon have a difcretionary power 
to call in any of the Preachers appointed for London to affift them 
in this work. 

_ Some regulations being judged neceffary, in order to prevent 
improper publications, the matier was candidly examined, and 
the Conference came to the following conclufions : 

1. That, as the Preachers are eminently one body, nothing 
fhould be done by any one individual, which would be prejudicial 
to the whole or any part thereof. Therefore no Preacher fhalt 
publifh any thing but what is given to the Conference, and printed 
in our own prefs. The Book-Committee to. determine what is 
proper to be printed. . 

2. That, as areward for his labour, whatever fhall be approved 
of by the Book-Committee, and printed, the Author fhall have 
one hundred out of every thoufand of the Books whether great 
or fmall. And if publifhed in the Magazine, he fhall have a rea- 
fonable allowance; the Conference being judges. ‘ 

a. That any Preacher who has books on hand, may fell them; * 
but if another edition of any book be wanted, he fhall give it to 
the Conference, as though it were a new manofcript. __ 

N. B. Several of the Preachers, whofe writings have been 
highly approved of, agree to the above regulations, merely to 
reftrain improper perfons from publifhing ; the peace and honour —_ - 
of the Connettion outweighing with them every other con- € 
fideration. a 

The Building of Chapels is referred to the Diftri€t-Meetings, 
with this caution, That no Chapel fhall be built but where it pe 
is abfolutely neceflary, and where two thirds of the expence _ 
are fubfcribed, See Large Minutes, Q. 70. | 
If men will build of their own accord, without the confent of 
the Diftri&, we are not anfwerable for confequences. N. 
This rule does not affe&t thofe places where buildings are be 
or where we are already engaged, as in Manchefter, Sheffield, 


In order to fimplify the Account of our Annual Expend 
it was agreed. 1, That all Doétors bills fhall be difcharged ir 
Circuit, and if the Stewards cannot pay the Quarterage of tk 
Preachers, their Wives and Children, the deficiencies fhall be 
paid by the Conference. a oe 

Let no demand for z 
well, be ever brought to 
- Vou. XIX, Ofober 1796, 


me /e ~ 
a ore 
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To prevent unrvly or unthinking perfons trm difturbing our | 


people, it was ordered, That no man, or number of men, in our 
conne@tion, fhall circulate letters, call meetings, or attempt to do” 
any thing new, till it has firft been appointed by the Conference. 


To avoid being entangled in Law, it was enaGied, That no 
Diftri&-meetings, Preachers, or People whatfoever, fhall involve 
the Conference in a Lawfuit, or have oy demand on the Con- 
ference for the expences, or any part of the expences of a Law- 
fuit; more efpecially concerning Chapels or Preaching-houfes, 
without the confent of the Conference previoufly obtained. 


To fupport the Miffions in the Weft Indies, and Newfoundland, 
it was agreed, That a general Colleion be made by the Preach- 
ers in every Town in England, where Dr. Coke has not made 
application, within fix months before the meeting of the Gon- 
ference ; and the money fo collected, be depofited in the hands of 
Mr. Whitfield. 

As the Regulations refpe€ting the Sacrament have not been 
ftriGly attended to, but fome complaints have arifén on both fides, 
to remedy which in future, the Conference agree, 1. That, thofe 
Societies who have the Sacrament allowed according to the Rules 
ef Pacification, fhall have it duly adminiftered ; and that if the 
Superintendent will not adminifter it himfelf, he fhall provide 
fome other Preacher, who is properly qualified, to do it; fo that 
the people may not be deprived of their privilege. ~ 


a. That every, Preacher fhall attend, with the utmoft exa&nefs, 


» »to that Rule inthe Pacific Plan, which ftates, That no. Preacher 


* 


> a 


fhall, dire&tly or indireétly, endeavour to excite any Society to 
defire to have the Lord’s Supper. Nor, on the other hand, ftrive 


‘to fet any Society againft that Ordinance ; but leave the people | 
every where entirely free, 


It was likewife ena&ed, That the Lord’s Supper be adminifter~ 
“ed to the members ef our fociety only, ‘or fuch as receive a note 
of admiffion from the Affillant, which note mutt be renewed quar. 
terly. And if any Leaders, Stewards, or Truftees, refufe to be re- 
gulaied by this rule, the facrament ihall not be adminitered where 

is is the cafe vs 4 aes 


nafmuch as fundry ee have been agitated in the courfe 
aft year, refpeting divers things in our plan of difcipline, 
) as the admiflion or exclufion’ of Members, the appointment 
hange of Leaders and Stewards, and the reCeption of local 
travelling Preachers, ©” xy L. eas, a 


g thefe particulars, ‘areas 


1 to walk, is contaihed in thé 
eftion xvi, p. 42 oS How 
re Se ey “ fhall 
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* thall we prevent improper perfons from infinuating into the 

m** Society ?” 

ae A. 1. “Give tickets to none till they are recommended by a 
** Leader, with whom they have met at leaft two months on trial.” 


2. * Give Notes to none but thofe who are recommended by 
*< one you know, or till they have met three or four times ina 
** Clafs.” 

g. “Give them the Rules the firft time they meet. See that 
‘ this never be neglected.” 


2. As to the exclufion of Members, our rule is fixt, and our 
cuftom expreffed in the rules of the Society, where it is faid, 
“ Thefe are the general rules of our Societies ; all which we 
* are taught of God to obferve, even in bis written word, the 
* only rule and the fufficient rule both of our Faith and Praétice, 
“ And all thefe we know his Spirit writes on every truly awaken- 
_ _* ed heart. If there be any among us who obferve them not, 
“ who habitually break any of them, Jct it be made known unto 
& them who watch over that foul, as they that muft give an ac- 
“ count. We will admonith him of the error of his ways: we 
« will bear with him for a feafon. But then if he repent not, he 
** hath no more place among us.” 


g. As to the appointment and change of Leaders and Stewards, 
our rule is not to appoint or change any Leader or Steward with, 


* out confulting the Leaders and Stewards, 


. Refpefting the admiffion of perfons to be Local Preachers, 

Let the Affiftant regularly meet the local Preachers once a Quar- 

-ter, and let none be admitted but thofe that are propofed and ap- 

proved at that meeting, and if in any Circuit this be not pra€ética- 
e, let them be propofed and approved at the Quarterly Meeting. bd 


; 5. With refpeét to perfons that propofe to travel, Let none be 
secommended to be received on trial, but fuch as have firft been 
mentioned at the Quarterly Meeting in March, and approved of 
at the Diftrit Meeting following. 4 
6. Refpefting Colle€tions, it was enaéted laft year, and we now . 
‘confirm the Rule, that the money colleéted in each Circuit forthe 


ee ee 


yearly ‘Colleétion, for Kingfwood Scho 
be entered in the General Steward’s 
Circuits. o this we add, That from henceforth 
- *difburfements thal] be publifhed in deiail in the yearly Min 


gy. As we'defire to have every 
concerns oe or a people, | 
gence not only from the Le 
 Sedegn individual Member of S 
meeting, as at the Conference, prov 


iS ee 


518 Minutes of the Conference. ae he 


Letters containing fuch information, be paid’by thofe perfons who 
write or fend them. : 

N. B. The Letters that relate to the flations of the Preachers, ~ 
fhould be fent fo as to be at the place of Conference the week be- 
fore the time appointed for the Meeting thereof. 


It was judged expedient to bring forward into the view of the 
Preachers and People, fome of our Rules, which are either for. 
gotten or overlooked, particularly the following : 

1. * Let no Anthems be introduced into our Chapels, (unlefs 
on extraordinary occafions and with the confent of the Affiftant) 
becaufe they cannot be properly called jozné worthip. Alfo we 
agree with our late Rev, Father, that our own Tunes fhould be 
learned and fung in preference to others, as in thefe the whole 
congregation, can in general join.” Minutes 1782. . 

“Do not fuffer the people to fing too flow. This naturally 
tends to Formality, and is brought in by them who have either 
very {trong or very weak voices. Let the women conftantly fing 
their parts alone. ~ Let no man fing with them, unlefs he under- 
ftands the Notes, and fings the Bafs, as it is pricked down in the 
book. Let no Organ be placed any where, till propofed in the 
Conference. Recommend our Tune-book every where: and if 
you-cannot fing yourfelf, chufe a perfon or two in each place to 
pitch the tune for you. Exhort every one in the Congregation to 
fing; not one inten only.’ If a Preacher be prefent, let no 
Singer give out the words.” Large Minutes p. 27. 


2. “Let no Preacher go outto fupper or be from home, if 
poffible, after nine o’olock.” Minutes 1789. 


3. “ Let us preach exprefsly, now and then, on Sabbath-break- 
ing, evil fpeaking, unprofitable converfation, lightnefs, expen- 
fivenefs or gaiety of apparel, and contracting debts without due 
care to difcharge them. Read in every Society the Sermon on 
evil fpeaking. Let the Leaders clofely examine and exhort every 
perfon to put away the accurfed thing. Let the Preacher warn 
every Society that none who is guilty herein can remain with us.” _ 
Large Minutes p. 14. . 

It. appears from the ftate of the Accounts relating to the Preach- 
ers Fund, now laid before us, that the amount, (if in our hands 
or in any of the Funds, from whence regular intereft is paid.) 

s would have been Six ppiand pounds, But this whole fain 
' {except about £70) is all expended in the payment of Mr. Wel- 
ley’s debts, and in carrying on the work before and ‘fince his 


death. ' 
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The Life of Mr. WILLIAM GUTHRIE, 
Minifter of the Gofpel. 


R. GUTHRIE was born at Pitfrothy in the fhite of Angus, 

in 1620. He was the eldeft fon of the laird of Pitfrothy. 

The Lord was pleafed to blefs his parents with a numerous off: 

{pring : they had three daughters and four fons, who were all 

(except one) remarkable for piety; and each of them had a large 

fhare in the perfecutions and oppreffions of that age, on account 
of their religious principles. =e * 

Mr. Guthrie foon gave proof of his capacity and genius, by 
the extraordinary progrefs which he made in the Latin and Greek 
languages. He was fent to the univerfity of St. Andrews, where 
he ftudied philofophy under the memorable Mr. James Guthrie, 
‘his coufin, who was afterwards minifter of Sterling, and was pub- 
licly executed at Edinburgh for his nonconformity: He died full 
of faith and the love of God. 
The mafter and {cholar, being near relations, the latter became 
the peculiar care of his coufin, and lodged in the fame chamber 
with him: and had the principles of learning inftilled into his 
mind with the greateft accuracy. ‘ es - 

Having taken the degree of Mafter of Arts, Mr. Guthrie ap- 
plied himfelf, for forme years, to the ftudy of \givinity, under the 
dire&tion of Mr. Samuel Rutherford, ‘who was made the happy 
inflrument, in the hand of ‘the Lord, of his converfion; “and 
was the firft fruits of that good man’s pious labours in St, An~ 
drews. Mr, Guthrie being awakened toa fenfe of his lof and 
ruined flate by nature, he laboured for fome time under very 
painful, conviétions; but the Lord mercifully vifited him, and 
blefled him with a clear manifeftation of his pardoning love, fo 
that he greatly rejoiced in the God of his falvation. Pre 

After this happy change, Mr. Guthrie refolved to obey the call 
of God, and to ferve him in preaching the gofpel : And that be 
might not be encumbered with oa things, but ‘be at full li- 

_ berty to devote himfelf to the work of the miniftry, he gave up 
_ his eftate to one of his brothers. * Being licenfed to preach, he 
Jef St. Andrew’s, with the approbation of the profeffors”in that 
 gniverfity. Mr. Guthrie was appointed tutor to the eldeft fon of 
- the Earl of Loudon: In this fituation he continued, till he en- 
- tered upon a parochial charge. 
Mr. Tasce cadets to preach at Galfton, on a préparation 
Vou. XIX. Nov. 1796. 4 es : day 
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y before the celebration of the Lord’s-fupper, and fevera} of. 
the inhabitants of Fenwick, near Kilmarnoch being there, . they 
were greatly edified by his fermons, and conceived fuch a value 
for him, that they were determined. to make choice of him for 
their minifter; in confequence of which, they gave him a call, 
which he accepted .of. He preached within the walls of the 
church before it was finifhed, and was ordained to the facred 
office on Nov. 7, 1644. He bad many difficulties and dif- 
couragements to ftruggle with at the firft, yet through the divine 
bleffing, the word preached had furprizing fuecefs, and became 
in an eminent degree, the wifdom and the power of God, to the 
falvation of many fouls- 


When he firft came to his parifh, many of the people were'fo . 
rude and barbarous, that they never attended upon. divine worfhip,, 
and did not fo much as even know the face of their minifter. To 
thefe perfons, every thing which related to religion was difagreea» 
ble, and many of them refufed to be vifited or catechized by 
him ; neither would they admit him into their houfes. _ However 
he fometimes went in the evening, under the scharaéter of a tra- 
veller, and afked for lodging with them, which™frequently was 
not granted him without much intreaty : but having obtained this 
permiffion, he endeavoured to engage their attention by fome en-- 
tertaining converfation, and then afked them, How they liked. 
their minifter ? When they told him, that they did not ga to 
church, he would perfuade them to go for once and make a trial 
‘Others he hired with money to go. When the time for family 
worfhip came, he afked them if they had any ? and if not, what. 
reafon they could give for ‘negle€ting it. There was one perfor 

- in particular that he vifited, whom herequefted to» perform 
Jeera but the man plainly told him, that he could not. 
pray. Mr, Guthrie afked him, What was his reafon ?)' He repli. . 
ed, “I riever have prayed in all my life, and I canuot pray now.’”” 
However he would not take this for an anfwer, but ftrongly in+ | 
fifted upon the poor man’s going to prayer, jult then and there, 
with his family. Upon this the man prayedthus, ™O/ Lord, — 
thou knoweft that this man will have me to pray, butthou know. 
eft that I cannot pray”. Mr. Guthrie faid, ‘* You have done 
enough ;” and then prayed himfelf, to the no {mall furprize of the © 
family. When prayer was over, the woman whilpered to. her 
hufband, ‘ Surely this is a minifter.” For although they were his 
parifbioners, they did not fo muchas know him. In the conclu. 
fion, he engaged them to go to church next Lord’s-day,, and. fee 
how:they could like their ‘minifler. They did fo, and to their’ 
aftonifhment found that he was tbe very perfon whom they had 

"entertained as a ftranger. By this means they became his conftant | 
et wins Kshs the mercy z God, wete brought to expe- 
rience the riches of his grace in their own fou br fort! 

_Aouit to his glory. 5 pt sii an prongs fort 
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~ There was a man in his parifh who continually wenta fowling 
on the Lord’s-day, and entirely neglefted the church, in this fin. 
ful praftice he had continued for a confiderable time. Mr. Guthrie 
afked him, “ What reafon he could give for fo doing ?” The man re- 
plied, “* The Lord’s-day is the moft fortunate day in all the week for 
that exercife.” Mr. Guthrie afked, ‘* What can you make by that 
day’s work ?” He replied, “ 1 can makehalf a crown,” I will give 
you half a crown, faid Mr. Guthrie, if you will promife me to 
go to church the next Lord’s-day. The man promifed he would, 
and kept his word. After the fermon, Mr. Guthrie afked the 
man, it he would come again the next Lord’s-day, and he would 
give him the fame fum: The man came accordingly, and from 
that time conftantly attended public worthip, and afterwards was 
one of his elders. 

In order to gain thofe of the genteeler fort, who ufed fifhing, 
fowling, and playing upon the ice, he endeavoured to make him- 
felf quite familiar to them, till an Opportunity offered to give 
them fuitable reproofs or inft:u@tions, and to fet before them the 

_greatnefs and importance of {piritual and eternal things, It was 
obferved of him, by one who knew him well, That he was ani- 
mared with flaming zeal for the glory of his bleffed mafter, and a 
tender compaffion for the fouls of men: This induced him to de- 
fire life and health, that he might employ them in turning trang- 
greffors from their evil ways, fo that the hours of relaxation were 
dedicated by him to this purpofe; and he preached Chrift wherever 
he went. 

- He was exceeding comely in his perfon, had a fine tafte for 
mufic, and employed that talent to the nobleft puipofe, the praif- . 
tag of his Lord and Saviour: In this part of divine worfhip, his 

foul and body ated with united and unwearied vigour. iF 


~ He was very happily married, and his family affaire were ealy 
and comfortable. His wife was truly pious, and endued with all 
the amiable qualities which could render her a blefling to her 
hofband. She had a good natural underftanding, much improved 
by a liberal education; to this were added a modeft, mild, and 
agreeable temper. They lived together twenty years, in the moft 
- compleat friendthip, and mutual fatisfa@tion, founded on the no. 
- bleft principles, one faith, one hope, one fovereign love to Jefus 
Chrift, which infpired them both. By her he had fix children, 
but only two of them, both daughters, furvived him: They en. . 
deavoured to follow the example of their excellent parents, 
‘When Mr. Guthrie was young, and but newly married, he 
was appointed by the General A embly to attend the army. But 
while preparing for his departure, a violent fit of the gravel, (to 
which he was fubje@,) brought him into the greateft danger, T his 
_ affli€tion led his pious partner, to underftand and improve the di- 
~ vine difpenfations. She clearly faw how foon God could put an 
_-.end to his life (which fhe was but too careful about) ; and hence 
- dhe“formed a refolution, never a eerie aaa Pe s 
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his entering uzon any employment, whereby he might bring glory 
to God, let the hazard or danger be ever fo great which might 
attend it. | | 

While he was with the army, upon the defeat of a party he was 
then with, his life was preferved in an extraordinary manner. A 
fenfe of this deliverance, led him to a clearer fight of the divine 
goodnefs. Returning to_his_parifh, he was remarkably diligent 


— an the work of the miniftry, both among his own people, and all 


round the neighboubood.' His public preaching, elpecially at 
the adminiftration of the Lord’s-fupper, and his private conver- 
fation confpired together for thefe noble purpofes. 

When the Englith army was in Scotland, Mr. Guthrie’s plea- 
fant and entertaining converfation procured him univerfal refpeét 
from the officers; while at the fame time his courage and con- 
ftancy were often ufeful in crufhing the extravagancies of thofe 
who would have introducéd diforder into the worlhip of God. An 
inftance of this kind happened at Glafgow, when- Mr. Andrew 
Grey was adminiftering the Lord’s. fupper. Several of the Englith 
officers had formed a refolution to come to the Lord’s-table, con- 
trary tothe order of the Church of Scotland, without acquaint- 
ing the minifter, receiving from hima Token, or being judged 
proper perfons to fit down at that ordinance. It being Mr. Guthrie’s, 
turn to ferve that table, when he faw them leaving their pews in 
order to make the attempt, he fpoke to them in fo ferious and fa- 
Jemn a manner, that they fat down and made no farther difturbance, 

He had various calls to different parifhes, of far greater import- 
once than that in which he laboured. But the air and exercife of 
a country life agreeing with his conftitution ; and more elpecially, 
the unfeigned love of his flock, induced him refolutely to with~ 
ftand every-offer which was made to feparate them. . , 

When Mr. Guthrie preferred Fenwick, a poor obfcure parith, 


of his mortification to this prefent world, and that he was moved 
by views fuperior to temporal intereft. 


_ The laft time he was in company with his coufin, Mr. James - 


Cuthrie, he happened to be very much dejeéted, which led Mr, 
James to fay, “ A penny for your thoughts, coufin.” — He re- 


- to the moft confiderable charges in the nation, it was a full proof 


plied, “There is a poor mian at the door, give him the penny,” — 
which being done, he proceeded and faid, ‘I will tell bas Bi nd { 


* J am not only thinking upon, but what J am fure of, if Iam 


not under a ftrong delufion: Thofe enemies of the Gofpel of - 


* Chrift, will prove your death: and this gravel will be mine; 
“ but you will have the advantage of me, tor you will die ho- 
** pourably before many witneffes, with a rope about your neck > 
« and I fhall die whining upon a bundle of ftraw, and fhall en. 
“ dure more pain before I rife from your able, then you will. 
‘« have in your death.” He defigned to aitend upon his beloy. 
ed coufin, when under fentence of death, but his friends pree, 

; : ‘wailed 
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vailed upon him, with much intreaty, to forbear; as his life wo 
ceitainly have been in great danger had he done it. 

Through the interpofition of the Earl of Eglinton, and the 
Lord Chancellor, whom he had obliged before the reftoration, 
(when he was imprifoned for his loyalty,) he was favoured above 
many ; and had four years refpite with his people at Fenwick, In 
which time the church, tho’ a large one, was greatly crowded 
every Lord’s-day, and many were obliged to fland without doors 3 
as the people came from all the‘neighbeuring parithes, who hungered 
edafier the pure gofpel. It was their ufval practice to come to 
Fenwick on the Saturday, and to fpend the grezteft part of the 
night in prayer and pious converfation. They attended the pub- 
lic worfhip on the Sabbath, and employed the remainder of that 
day in religious exercifes, and then returned home on. Monday, 

' fome ten, others twenty miles, without complaining of the length 
of the way, or the want of fleep, or other-refrefhment: Neither 
did they find ihemfelves the lefs prepared for the neceffary duties 
of the fubfequent week. A gemarkable bleffing defcended upon 
the people who came with fu fpofition of mind: Great num. 
bers were favingly converted a wilt up in their moft holy faith. 
When Mr, Guthrie was taken a from them, they could never 
hear his fame mentioned, with@nt being greatly afefied: and 
for many years afterwards, they) were confidered above many 
. other parifhes, as a religious people ; their minds being eftablifh- 
ed with holy boldnefs and fteadinefs, fo that they did not turn 
with the times. 

The extraordinary reputation and ufefulnefs of Mr, Guthrie, 
at length awakened the indignation and envy of the bifhops, 
fo that they could no longer endure him. The earl of Glen. 
cairn made a vifit to the bifhop of Glafgow at his own houfe, 

- and at parting afked, as a particular favour of him, that Mr, 
_ Guthrie might be overlooked, as well knowing him to be an eX- 
cellent man. The bifhop not only refufed this requeft, but faid, 
_ with a difdainful and haughty air, “ He is a ringleader of thofe 
people, and a keeper up of {fchifm in my diocefe.” The Earl 
being offended, faid, ‘ We have fet up thele. men, and they 
will tread us under their feet.” The bifhop having fufpended 
Mr. Guthrie, with much difficulty prevailed upon one of his 
 gurates to notify this fentence; for moft of them dreaded to 
_ meddle with that great and good man. — Mr. Guthrie being in- 
formed of the bifhop’s proceedings againft him, was advifed by. 
his friends to make no refiftance, as his enemies only wifhed for. 
an opportunity to profecute his criminally for his former zeal and 
ithfulnefs. 
ee ak goth, Mr. Guthrie with his congregation, kept 
that day with fafting and prayer. He preached from Hofea xiii. g, 
- © O Ifrael, thou haft deftroyed thyfelt.” He laid before them 
- with great plainnefs, a ipa pe eae oat the a ‘3 the land mis 
 agej i lived. At the clofe of the day, be gave notice 
; age in which they live fe y ee 
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for a fermon the next Lord’s-day, very early in the morning. Ac- 
cordingly, his people, and many others, met him at the Charch, 
foon after four o’clock, when he preached to them from the clofe 
of his laft text, ‘“‘ But in me is thy help.” And, as he had for- 
merly done on the Lord’s-day, he preached two fermons, witha 
fhort interval between them, and difmiffed the people before nine 
o’clock. Upon this melancholy occafion, he commended them 
to God, who alone could build them up, and help them in time 
of need. ‘ eS 
The curate came to Fenwick, attended by twelve foldiers, on 
the Lord’s-day, and difcharged Mr. Guthrie from preaching any 
more in that place; He declared to Mr. Guthrie, that the bifhop 
and committee, after much lenity fhewed to him for a long time, 
were obliged to pafs fentence of fufpenfion- againft him, for not 
keeping prefbyters and fynods with the reft of his brethren, and 
for his unpeaceablenefs inthe church; of which fentence he was “ 
appointed to make public intimation unto him, for which purpofe 
he read his commiffion, under the hand~of the arch-bifhop of 
Glafgow. a i et Ye 
- Mr. Guthrie replied, “I judge it not expedient to fay much 
in anfwer to what you have faid; only as you fay, that much le- 
nity has been ufed towards me, be it known unto you, that I take 
the Lord for a party in that, and thank him for it, firft of all, 
Yea, I look upon it as a door which God opened to me for the 
preaching of his gofpel, which neither you, nor any man elfe, 
‘was able to fhut, till he gave you leave. And as to that fentence 
which you have paffed againfi me, I declare before thefe gentle. 
men, (meaning the officers of the party) that T Jay no weight up- 
on it, as it comes from you; only, I refpe& the civil authority, 
who by their law, lay the ground for this fentence being paffed. 
’ Were it not for that, I would not give up the exercife of my mi- 
niftry for this fentence.. And as for the crimes charged againft . 
me, I do keep prefbyteries and fynods with the reft of my bre- 
thren, but I do not judge thofe you have in view, to be my bres - 
. thren, who have turned their backs upon the truth of God. As 
“to my peaceablenefs, I know that it is my duty to follow peace 
with all men, but I know alfo that it is my duty to follow it 
with holinefs ; and fince I could not obtain peace. without pre- 
judice to holinefs, 1 thought myfelf obliged to let ite, As. to 
your commiffion, fir, to intimate this fentence, I here declare | 
that I believe myfelf called of God to the work of «the mi. 
niftry, and did forfake the neareft relations I kad in. the 
world, and gave up myfelf to the fervice of the gofpel in this 
place. I blefs the Lord, he has given me fome fuccefs in my 
work, and feals to my miniflry, And now fir, if you will 
take it upon you to interrupt me in my work among this peo- — 
ple, I pray God to forgive you, but I muft leave all the bad — 
confequences which may fall out upon it, between God and your — 
own confcience, I am fufpended from my miniftry for abid. — 
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ing by the caufe of God and his truth, from which you aud 
many others have apoftatized.” : 

At parting with the curate, Mr. Guthrie fignified his appre. 
henfion, that fome evident mark of God’s difpleafure awaited 
bim, for what he had been doing, and ferioufly warned bim to 
prepare for the event. When the curate left the houfe, he 
went to the church with the foldicrs, his guard, but now his 
hearegs, and preached to them near a quarter of an hour. He 
then read from the pulpit the bifhops fentence againft Mr. Guthrie. 
Nobody came to hear him but a few children, who created fome 
diflurbance till they were driven away by the foldiers. Indeed 
the people of the parifh were ready ‘to have facrificed their all, 
in defence of Mr, Guthrie, if he would have permitted them. 


[he poor unhappy curate never preached any more after he left 
Fenwick, be went to Glafgow, but it is not certain, whether he 


got to his own home, which was only four miles from Glafzow, 
and he died in a few days in great torment. His wife and al} his 
children died in about a year after, fo that none of his poflerity 
were left. The reward of five pounds given him by the bifhop 
for that piece of bad work, was of liitle fervice to him: it was 
the wages of unrighteoufnefs, and therefore neither he nor his, 
had any. fatisfa€tion in it. So dangerous a thing it is to meddle 
with the faithful fervants of Chrift. . 

Mr. Guthrie continued in Fenwick till the year 1665, when — 


' his brother, to whom he had given his eftate, died; which obli- 


ed him and his wife to take a journey into Angus, in order to 
fettle their temporal affairs. He had not been long there, before 
he was feized with a complication of diforders, the gravel, the 

out, and an ulcer in the kidneys, fo that he endured great pain. 
f the midft of thefe fufferings he faid, ‘‘ The Lord has been ex- 
“ ceeding kind to me ; and I know that if I thould die diftra&ted, 
** through the extremity of pain, yet I thall dic in the Lord.” 


- He added, “* Bleffed are the dead who die in the Lord, at all times,. 


* but more efpecially fo when a flood of errors, {nares, and judg-. 
** ments, ate coming upon a nation, church, or people.” eu 
“In his fevere affliGtions, he ftill adored the condu4 of Divine 


- Providence ; tho’ at the fame time, he longed for his diffolution, 


and expreffed the fatisfaftion and joy with which he fhould make 
the grave his dwelling place, when it pleafed God to give him 
reft. His compaffionate Lord indulged the piots breathings of 
his foul; for after eight or ten days illnefs, he was gathered to 
his fathers, in the houfe of his brother-in-law, at Brechin, on 
O€tober 10, 1665, in the 45th year of his age. ! 
~ During his ficknefs, he was vifited by the bifhop of Brechin, 
and feveral of the epifcopal minifters, who all had an high value 
for him, notwithftanding he expreffed his forrow, with great fiee- 
dom, for their compliance with the corrupt eftablifhment in re- 
ligious affairs. He died in the full affurance of faith, as to his 
own intereft in Chrift, and under the pleafing hopes that the 
Lord would return in mercy to the church of Scotlénd. 
: page: Mr, John 
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_ Mr. John Livingfton has given him the following charafters . 


* Mr. Guthrie was aman of a moft ready -wit, fruitful inven- 
tion, and appofite comparifons: qualified both to awaken and to 
pacify the con{cience ; upright and zealous for the caufe of Chrift, 
anda great light in the weft of Scotland. In his do&rine, he 
was as full and free as any one had ever been ; which,, together 
with the excellency of his preaching gifts, did fo recommend. him 
to the affeétions of his people, that they turned his glebe-larfd into 
a little town, every one building a houfe upon ut, in order that 
they might be near their beloved minifter, and have all the ad- 
vantages of his pious labours and holy conyerfation which they 
could obtain.” “§ 


_ Mr. Crawford fays of him, ‘ He was a burning and a fhining 
-light ; by the favour of the old Earl of Eglinton, he was fuffered 
to thine after many others were put out. He converted and con- 
firmed many thoufands of fouls, and was efteemed the beft preacher 
in Scotlands ie Succ et Sp ge ee ae 
. Mr. Guthrie was accounted a very extraordinary perfon for 
comforting thofe who were under fpiritual exercifes. Many re- 
fleGed on him for giving up his miniftry on account of the bi- 
- fhop’s fentence; but his reverence for the civil power was very 
teat, and like many others in Scotland he almoft idolized the 
. family of the Stuarts, notwithfanding they cruelly oppreffed the 
religious people of Scotland. eo 4 > See a 
' Mr. Guthrie never preached in Fenwick after his fufpenfion; — 
but he went with many of his parifhioners to Sturton, to heara _ 
young minifter. On one of thefe occafions, as he was returning 
home, fome of me ete were not fatisfied with the young man’s 
preaching. Mr. Guthrie replied, “ You are miftaken in the 
man, he has made a good fermon; and if you pleafe you fhall - 
hear a good-part of it over again: Accordingly they fat down o 
the ground, while he rehearfed the fermon, with his ufual ferver © 
‘of {pirit, and they were convinced of their miftake: So much | 
had the fermon loft by the manner of the minifter’s delivery, and — 
fach was the peoplé’s attachment to Mr, Guthrie. eee 
~All who knew him allow, that he was a man of an excellent 
underftanding ; his voice was ftrong and clear, and managed with 
an agreeable cadence. He was fingularly ufeful in adminifterin 
confolation to the wounded foul: Perfons affli&ed in fpirit, 
came far and near‘to him, and received much fatisfa&tion and 
comfort, Thofe who were very ignorant in his parifh, when he | 
came firft into it, were forrowful at his departure, and would have — 
ok hen 


tefifted the cufate had Mr. Guthrie permitted them, > 
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The Charaéter and Encouragement of Curist’s Minifters.: a 
SexMoOw’ preached before the Conference at Leeds,. Auguft 
6, 17935 By Mr. THOMAS TAYLOR. ' 


MATTHEW XXVIII. 20. 
“ And lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” 


ai is the gracious declaration of our adorable MasTer, to 
all whom he hath commiffioned to go forth in his name, to 
‘eall poor, perifhing finners out of darknefs into ‘his marvellous 
light. Indeed, the work is awful, very awful, and highly im- 
portant; and every one who engages in it, has great need to ‘look 
at his Call, and to be fully convinced that he is fent of Gop his 
Saviour, who is the Lorn of the Mor aa For if he run, and 
is not fent, he is an intruder into the lervice, and will not profit 
the people. His having a little learning, the hand of a bifhop, ‘a 
prefbytery, or a conference, are not fufficient evidences, that he is’ 
called by our Saviour into this great and important work, No, 
virtually his Call'muft be previous to any of thefe, or he is merely 
fent by men: Thefe can only give him a formal commiffion to a&t 
in’ their refpeQlive denominations. Minifters muft firft be approv- 
‘ed’ of by the Master, and then received by the fervants. “It 
‘is right that this fovereign Prince fhould chufe his own Minifters. 
When the Apoftles were’ about to eleft one to fill up the place _ 
of Judas; they requefted that Gop himfelf would make the choice. 
** Thou, Lord,’ (faid they,) which knoweft the hearts of all men, 
fhew whether of thefe two thou haft chofen, that he may take part 
of ‘this miniftry and‘apoftlehhip. * ‘The great Apoftle accounted 
it ‘the higheft honour 'that‘he was’ ordained and {ent by the Head 
of the°Church, without the formality of ordination, even by the 
other apoftles. Hence he addreffes the Galatians, ‘+ Paul, an 
‘Apoftle, not of men, neither by man, but by Jefus Chrift, and 
Gop the Father, who raifed him from the dead.” t Moreover he 
obferves; when it pleafed Gop to reveal his Son in him, that he 
might preach him ‘among the ‘Heathen, he conferred not with fleth 
and blood ; he neither waited for ordination, nor ftarted at diffi- 
culties, but fet about’ the work afligned ‘him immediately : And I 
prefume, in fome degree, this muft be'the cafe with every Servant 
fent into the ‘Vineyard: And if he is fent forth, what abundant 
“need-is there for him to take heed of his miniftry that he fulfil it. 
‘Many are his own wants and weakpelles ; and many will be his 
‘enemies: and great is the wifdom which is neceflary to guide the 
fouls of men thro’ the ftorms of life, the temptations of fatan, 
and the numerous errors and {nares of the World. . Neverthelefs, 
be of good cheer, while -you hear your Matter fay, * Lo I-am 
with you alway, even to the: end of the world.” That this is a 
Promife made to all his fervan's, in every age and country, is plain 
from the unlimited time,. emphatically declared to be even to the - 
bist © AGs i. 24. + Gal. i. 4 Dee 
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end of the World. From hence, with all due refpe& to my Bree 
thren in the Miniftry, and this numerous audience, I purpofe 


J. To confider the gracious Promifer. 
II. To whom the Promife is made. 
Ill. The Promife itfelf. 


J. Firft then, refpeéting the Promifer. 1. If we confider him 
in his divine charaGter, we fhall find him the Lord, the Lord Gop, 
racious and merciful, forgiving iniquity, tranfgreflion, and fin, 
He is the high and lofty One that inhabiteth Eternity; whofe 
Name is holy, who fpake and it was done, who commanded, and 
it flood faft; before whom “the morning flars fung together, and 
all the fons.of Gop fhouted for joy.” It is he who meafured the 
waters in the hollow of his hand, meted out heaven with a fpan, 
and comprehended the duft of the Earth in a meafure, and weighed 
the mountains in feales and the bills in a balance. Before him the ~ 
nations are as a drop of the bucket, and are accounted as the fmall 
duft of the balance, and he taketh up the ifles as a very little thing, 
It is he who fitteth on the circle of the-earth, and the inhabitants 
thereof are as grafshoppers ; that ftretcheth out the heavens as a 
curtain, and fpreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in.* From thefe 
and many other paffages, it appears, that he is King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords, ruling in the armies of the heavens above, and 
doing his pleafure among the inhabitants of this lower world; 
Being Gop. over all, he is the Source of Wifdom, Love, 
Power, Life, Liberty, and Happinefs. 

_ 9. Let us attend’ to his more complex charaéter as Mediator, 
as Gop and Man united in one Perfon,s Here we fee him * the 
wcihinele of his Fatber’s Glory, and the Exprefs Image of his 
Perfon.” ~Here we behold him performing his three effential 
Offices for us, as Prophet, Prieft, and King. Here we fee him 
as our Wifdom, Righteoufnefs, San@tification, and Redemption, 
Having made fatisfa&tion by the Blood of his Crofs, for our nus 
merous offences, and continually interceding for us. How much | 
depends upon that prevailing Interceffion! By that glorious under- — 
taking, we can with confidence draw nigh to Gop, and our prayers 
find acceptance; fo that ‘having a great High Prieft, who is 
paffed into the Heaven, Jesus, the Son of Gop, let us come 
boldly to the Throne of Grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help in time of need,” This is a never-failing {pring 
ef confolation, and therefore he fays, ‘ becaufe I live, ve fha 
live alfo.”| How much depends upon this great and important 
truth? Here is Gop in our nature, putting away fin by the facri« 
‘ fice of himfelf! Does Juftice demand fatisfaétion ? The wounds - 
-of our Imminuel can anfwer for us, Does the Law plead it’s 
broken precepts, and denounce it’s tremendous curfes? There 
fits its ample Fulfiller, who hath redeemed us: from all its threat. 
nings. Should Satan, the Accufer of the Brethren, dare to plead 
our numerous fins and follies ? there is his bruifer who will plead 
our caufe, | Oe nT eee 
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3B If we contemplate his human Nature, it is matter of afto.. 
nifhment, that the Ancient of Days fhould become an infant of. 
ears, fubjeé to the innumerable mortifications and abafements of 
uman nature; expofed to pain, fhame, and poverty : in the form 
of a fervant: yea in the likenefs of finful flefh, fubjeé to {corn 
and contempt ; and breathing out a finlefs foul in unknown ago- ' 
nies on the. Crofs! By his fhame, pain, and fuffering, our fin is 
expiated, and our fouls are faved. All is aftonifhment! Angels 
look with wonder and amazement, Devils with horror. and cone 
fternation, at the wonders tranfatted by Gop manifefted in the 
fleth, by which the ferpent’s head is bruifed, the world is over. 
come, the attributes of the Deity harmonized, and a loft race ree 
deemed. Such is the perfon, and fuch are the charafters of the 
glorified Head of the Church, who fends his minifters in his Name, 
to call a world of ruined finners to himfelf, and has promifed to 
be with them alway, even to the End.of the World. . 
HJ. I am to confider the Charafters to whom the Promife is made. 
1. They are fuch as are called and made real Chriftians. They 
are begotien again to a lively hope, by the refurreé&tion of Jefus 
from the me and are therefore reconciled to Gop. A King © 
never fends a rebel as his ambaflador ; he-muft be deemed a loyal 
fubjeét, before fo great a truft can be repofed in him. And are 
the princes of this world, wifer than the Moft High? This is 
theréfore a moit effential qualification in thecharaéter of a minifter, 
If his ftock of learning is butf{mall,.he may be ufefyl; if his 
gifts are weak, be may neverthelefs be profitable, yea, a real mi- 
nifter of Chrift: But if he is a ftranger to himfelf, and the Gon. 
of his falvation, he is an intruder; he runs, and is‘not fent; and 
it would be impoffible to proye that fuch an one bath any right ta 
engage in the facred work. Nay, is he not expre(sly forbidden by 
havah himfelf? Hear ye him: “ But unto the wicked Gop 
aith, What haft thou to do to declare my ftatutes, or that thou 
fhouldeft take my covenant into thy mouth?’’* Is not this a pro. 
hibition? and if Gop forbids fuch men to preach, does he not 
forbid us to hear them? Surely, if the King forbids any man 
taking the command of his fleet or army, does he not virtually 
forbid others fubmitting to’ that man’s command ? When our Lord. 
fays, ‘‘ Beware of falfe Prophets,” it is as much as if he had faid, 
countenance them not; for he that countenanceth them, bids 
them God fpeed, and. fuch aii one is a partaker of their evil deeds.t 
From hence it is plain, that men muft be true ubje&ts, before they 
can. be ambafladors; fo likewife, they muft be genuine Chriftians, 
before they can be Chriftian Teachers. But even all Chriftians 
are not.called to the work of the miniftry; for how can they 
preach except they be fent ? They muft have a conviétion that 
Gop has called them to that high vocation. _ Like the prophet, 
- the Hand of ihe Lord muft be upon them, and they muft be car- 
ied out in the Spirit of the Lord. . All fubjeéts are not put into 
public offices; they muit be properly authorized, or they are ine 
; on ® Palm). 26. +t aJohn 126 
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troders.’ “I need not tell you, that every candidate for ordersint 
the church, profeffes himfelf to be “moved by the Holy Ghoft, to” 
take upon him that‘office and miniftry :” “which indeed is‘a cons 
firmation of all "have faid, and I moft fincerely with that we our- 
felves may properly’attend to this, and inftead of judging thofe: 
that are without, only judge ourfelves, and leave others to fland: 
or fall to their own mafter. Brethren, let us not think ourfelves. 
owt of danger in this particular; but rather let us pray with the: 
Pflalmift, “« Examine me, O Lord, and prove me, try my reins. 
and my heart ;” Pfa. xxvi. 2. And if we are open to conviétiony 
our gracious Lord will fhew us wherein we are ftill wanting, and: 
will lead us into all truth and righteoufnefs. We fhall certainly: 
find far more profit to our own fouls, by confidering our own: 
ways, and enquiring what we ought to be, than in attempting to 
eondemn others, many of whom are bad enough, God knoweth: 
But neverthelefs our bufinefs is not with them, but with ourfelves: 
nor is this difcourfe intended for them, (for I have little expeéta- 
tion that they will read it,) but it is defigned for our own profit 
and that'‘of our people; this being duly attended to, no one will 
be offended. . 

Being by Grace made chriftians and mintiters of the New Tefta= 
ment, hear your commiffion; ‘* Go yeinto all the world, and. 
__ preach the Gofpel to every Creature: .Thatis, ‘* wherever you 

find an opportunity, declare my falvation to finners; no matter 
where, or what kind of place, whether a folemn temple, or a 

market-place, the deck of a fhip, the top of a mountain, a palace, 
ova prifon,” Preach the Gofpel; that is to fay, the pure word | 
of God; declase his whole counfel. If Jonah goes to Ninevah, 
he muft preach what Gop bids him, fo if we go out into the - 
World, we muft preach what the Bible dire&is: We muft not 
preach ourfelves, but Curist Jesus the Lorp. We muf 
thew the human race, their difeafe and their cure. Tell them, - 
they are loft, but that the true Shepherd came to feek and to fave - 
them. Tell them they are ruined, but in Jefus is their help ; that _ 
all their Remedy lies in the blood and wounds, the life and death, 
of a crucified Saviour. That he is not only the cure,’ but alfo the - 
very food of a never-dying foul: All which implies, preachin 
Repentance towards Gop, Faith in a dying Saviour, and: Holinefs, 
without which none can fee the Lord. » ; P poster piiiagyy 
_- This muft be done in the moft public manner we poffibly can ¢_ 
I need not tell fome of ‘you, my brethren, thatthe word sxngué, 
rendered preacher, is from xgaée, which fignifies to call, or pro» 
claim, and therefore means a pudlic Crier, one who announces his 
meflage in’ the moft public: manners which ‘may - be a {ufficient 
apolozy tor our going torth in the public manner which we fome. 
times do. aes 7 ily 3 event) ba. eg Ja Ox) 

_ 3+ But a minifter of the ‘gofpel muft not’ be fatisfied with pubs 
‘lic Pieaching only, he mut allo teachin a more-private way, all 
‘whings which Chrift has taught us to ebferve; and he mutt be cas 
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_pableof doing this. He muft often anfwer obje&tions, endeavour to res 
move feruples, and refolvecafes of Confcience, The word uabnrevoare, 
in the context rendered teach, means to di/caple or make difciples of 
all Nations, both in doétrine and pragtice. And the moft effeciual 
way to do this, muft be to form them into churches or focieties; 
and then give them all the private inftruétion you poffibly can, fo 
that their Sy are may be informed, their experience genuine, 
and their life and conduct fuiable thereunto ; fo that they may be 
found in the faith, and upright in all manner of converfation, 
glorifying their Creator and Redeemer, in their day and gene- 


[To be concluded in our next.] 
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The Experience of Mrs. Resecca ComseE, eldeft daughter of | 
the Rev. Mr. Davip CLarkson: Written by herfeif. 


] N giving an account of the dealings of Gop with my foul, I” 
am fenfible it will be in much weaknefs, but I hope my end 
is, that Gop may have the glory of his own work, which he 
hath wrought on fo mean and unworthy a creature as myfelf. . I 
had the advantage, and invaluable blefling of a religious education; 
both my parents being eminent for wifdom and piety. Under the 
infiru€tions of my good mother, I had early and frequent convic- 
tions : though thele impreflions lafted not long, becaufe I wore 
them off by a formal engaging in fome religious duties, and b 
running into fuch diverfions as were fuited to my childhood. But 
my convi€tions were renewed as I grew up ; and it being imprefs- | 
ed on my mind, that this way of performing duties, by fits and 
merely to quiet an accufing confcience, would not fatisfy the de- 
fires of an immortal foul, capable of higher enjoyments than I 
took up with; this put me on ferious thoughtfulnels what method 
to purfue, in order to bind myfelf to a more ftated performance 
of thofe-duties which I was convinced the Lord required of me. 
Accordingly I made a folemn refolution to addrefs myfelf to 
Gop by prayer, both morning and evening, and never, on any 
occafion whatever, to negle& it; calling the Lord to witnefs 
againft me if I broke this folemn engagement. But, alas! I was 
only found in the performance of duty through fear, and as a 
tafk ; and having once omitted it at the fet time, I concluded my 
promife was now broke, and for fome time continued in a total 
negle& of prayer; till it pleafed the Almighty Spirit to return 
with his ‘powerful operations, and fet my fins in order before me. 
Then my unfuitable ‘carriage under former convictions, together 
with my breaking the moft folemn engagements to the Lord, 
‘wounded me deep. ‘Indeed I was tempted to conclude I had fin 
pied the unpardonable fin, and fhould never be forgiven. 
_---Yet'in my greateft diftrefs and anguith of fpirit, 1 could not, 
- -Bive up all hope, ‘having fome'views of the free grace of God, ag 
Be to the vileft of finners, tho’ I could not take ie 
im . ’ ort 
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fort of it to myfelf. ‘My fins appeared exceeding finful. Tevet » 
loathed and abhorred myfelf on account of them, and was con 
tinually begging a deeper ferife and greater oe of humiliation, 
I thought I could have been content, yea, I was defirous, to be 
filled: with the utmoft horror and terror of which I was capable, 
if this might be a means of bringing me to that degree of forrow. 
whieh I apprehended the Lord expefted from fo vile a creature. 
The heinéus nature of my firis, and their offenfivenefs to his pure 
eyes was ever before me, infomuch that I thought 1 could not be 
too deeply wounded, or feel trouble enough = 

This put me on a conftant and reftlefs application to God. thre" 

Chrift, from whom alone 1 now faw all my help came. I had 
‘tried the utmoft I could do, and found it left me miferably fhort 
of what the law required and I wanted. I was-convinced, that 
an expeétation of fome worthinefs itt myfelf, as the condition of — 
my acceptance with: God, was that: which had kept me fo long 
from. Chrift, and the free promifes of the gofpel ; and therefore, 
as’ enabled, I went tothe: Lord; and pleaded thofe promifes in his 
word, which-are made to finners thro’ his Son. I was enabled to 
urge thofe encouraging, words, Rev. xxxii. 27, ‘ Let him that is 
athir&% come, and whofoever wilk let him take the water of life 
Areely ;” with many more of the like nature. F-endeavoured to 
come to Chrift, unworthy as I was, and-caft my foul entirely upon 
him, for I clearly faw that all I had heretofore done profited me 
nothing, fince my very prayers, confidered as a finner, were an 
abomination to the Lord. There was nothing left for me to take 
the leaft comfort and encouragement from, the free grace of 
God thro’ Chrift. Jefus,. which 1 continued to. plead with much 
earneftnefs, and found my foul enlarged beyond whatever I had 
experienced before. . 

Soon after, I providentially opened a manufcript of my father’s; 
and. caft:my eye upon that part-of it, where,he.was thewing, what 
pleas a convinced finner might. make ufe of in prayer. Many - 
things were mentioned which. were very reviving, I was mifera. 
ble, and that might bea plea. I might alfo plead his own merey; 
the fuitablenefs, the largenefs, and the freenefs.of his mercy. I 
might plead my own. averfion to believe; of which I was very 
fenfible. —1.mightalfo plead the Will of Gon, for he contmands 
finners to: believe, and. is highly difhonoured-by. their unbelief — 
T might likewife. es the examples of others, who. were enabled 
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--On reading thefe pleas 1 found great relief, yea, they were to 
meas a voice from heaven, faying, ‘“ This is the way, walk ye 
in it.” Iwas enabled to go and a@ faith upon the Redeemer, 
and could give up my al! to him, and truft in ie alone for all. L 
was now convinced by his Spirit, that he would work in me what 
was well pieafing and acceptable to Gop, and that he required 
nothing of me but what his free rich grace would beftow upon 
me, Now wos Chrift exceeding preciovs to my foul, and I longed 
for ciearer ‘difcoveries of him, both in his perfon and offices, as 
Prophet, Priefl, and King, 

And, O how did I admire his condefcending love and grace to 
fuch a poor, wreiched, worthlefs creature as myfelf! I was great. 
ly delighted in frequent aéts of refignation to him, defiring that 
every facuity of my foul might be brought into an emire obedi- 
ence, and: could part with every offenfive thing; neither did E 
{pare fo much as one darling Juft, but was ready to bring it forth 
and flay it before him. In fhort, I could now perceive.a change 
_ wrought in my whole foul. I delighted in what before was my 

eft byrthen, and found that moft burthenfome in which I bee 
re,moit delighied. I went on pleafently in duty; my meditation 
on him was fweet, and my heart much enlarged in admiring his 
inexpreflible love and grace, fo free and fovereign, to fo wretched 
acreature, which even filled my fopl with wonder and love. 
_ But this delightful frame did not long continue, for I was foon 
furprifed with fwarms of vain thoughts, which appeared in my 
moit foleain approaches to Gon; and fuch violent hurries of 
temptation, as greatly flaggered my faith, which was but weak. 
‘Hereupon I was ready to give up all, and to conclude that I had 
mocked God, and lectnens my own foul ;.that thefe wanderin 
thoughts, and this unfixednefs of mind m duty, could never confi 
with a fincere love to the things of God. I thought my heart had 
been fixed, but, OQ! how exceeding deceitful did I then find it! 
which greatly diftreffled me, and made me conclude my fins were 
rather increafed than mortified, infomuch that I was ready to cry 
out, “* OQ wretched creature that I am, who fhall deliver me from 
the body of this death!” and in confideration of the power and 
revalency of indwelling corruptions, and daily temptations which 
had to grapple with, I was ready to fay, “1 fhall one day fall 
by the hands of thefe enemies.” i 
~~" But thefe difcouragements were fully removed by reading fome 
of my father’s writings, where it was obferved, “ That a perfon 
had no reafon to conclude his fins were. more increafed, merely 
becaufe they appeared more, and became more troublefome ; fince 
this arofée from the oppofition they now met with, from that prin- 
ciple of grace which aow.was implanted.” Hence | learned, that 
- before, the fleth reigned quietly in me, and therefore I perceived 
~ not the luftsitnereof, but now all the powers and faculties of my 
- foul were engaged againft them, they gave me the greatett difturb- 
‘ance, and ftruggled more and more. Alfo thele words ae He 
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preffed on my mind with an efficacious power, “ My grace is fuf. 
ficient for thee,” which gave: me peace in believing that it {houl 
be to me according to his Word. 8 4 
Thus, after mény confliéts, comforts, and fupports, I deter- 
minéd to give myfelf up to fome church, that I might partake of 
the Lord’s-fapper, and have my faith confirmed in the blood of that 
everlafting covenant which Ihoped the Lord had made with me, 
fince he had given me his Spirit as the earneft thereof. » I accord- 
ingly waited upon the Lord in’ his ordinances, and found great 
delight : my faith was ftrengthened, and my love increafed, from 
that {weet communion I then’enjoyed with my Lord by his bleffed 
Spirit, who often Med mie with joy unfpeakable and full of glory. 
“Thus I walked under the fweet and comfortable fenfe of his love; 
and while in the way of my duty, I was indulged with fuch fights 
of the Rededmer’s glory, and fuch a tafte of ‘his gracey that’ I fre=) 
quently wilhed that I might never more go back to the world again. 
~ Butafter all thefe manifeftations (O wretched creature!) God 
‘in his providence calléd-me more into the world,*by changing:my 
condition. ‘ This: new relation’ brought new. affeétions, and: new 
temptations ; which, being too much yielded to, infenfibly *pre- 
vailed, and brought me into fuch perplexing darknefs, that I want 
words td exprefs it. I loft the fenfe of the lovevof ‘Gop ; and 
hence my duty was performed without that delight which *I had 
once experienced ; thé want of which'made me often negle@ it, 
and efpecially in private ; while I attendedon public worfhip with — 
little advantaye or’ pleafure. © ot 1 Hes 
- The’ confideration of this decay in my love, ‘and the lofs: of 
thofe quickening influences of the Spirit, which I ufed to experi- 
ence in duty, increafed my darknefs, and:I had doleful apprehen- 
‘fions of my flate. And my inordinate love to'the creature, and 
want of fubmiffion to the Will of the Lord,:in difpofing of what 
Ihad-fo unduly fet my heart on, prepared me to look for awful - 
things, in a way of judgment, from the righteous God; which I 
afterwards found. His hand was foon laid on that very objet, by | 
which’ I had fo provoked’him; for a diforder feized’him; ‘under 
which he long languifhed till it ended in his death +. 
‘ "Fhis was a melancholy ftroke, and more: fo, as I faw his hand — 
Rretched out fill ; for | continued in an unfuitable temper, and 
without that fubmiffion which fuch a difpenfation called for. The 
_ Lord ftill hid his- face from me, and it is impoffible to give a:par- 
ticular account of thofe perplexing thoughts and tormenting fears 
which filled my mind. Every thing appeared dreadfully dark, - 
both within and without. O! were. it poffible to defcribe it to 
others, as I then felt it, they would dread that which will feparate 
between them and God! I expeéted, if the Lord did return, «it 
would be in a terrible way, by fome remarkable judgment ‘or 
‘other; but oftentimes, from the frame I was in, I eculd feeng 
ground to hope he would ever return at all. ey w tig 
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But was it to me according to my difmal apprehenfions and 
fears? Oh! no: My foul, and all that is within me, blefs and 
adore his Name, under a fenfe of his free grace and love, who 
manitefted himfelf unto thee, asa Gop pardening iniqvity, tranf- 
greffion, and fin This wes the title by which he manifefted him- 
felf to Mofes, when he caufed his glory to pafs before him (Exod. * 
xxxiv. 6, 7.) And it was in the clear apprebenfion, and power- 
ful application of this, by the Almighty Spirit, that I was brought 
to admire fo greatly, the grace of God thus difcovered to me in 
fo extraordinary a manner, that it even tranfporred my vety foul 
with love and thankfulnefs, beyond any thing that I had experi- 
enced in the whole of my paft life. 

The beginning of this wonderful alteration in my frame, was 
hearing the experience of one which I thought very mauch like 
my own when the Lord firft began to work on my foul. I cons 
cluded ‘that this perfon was the fubje&t of a real and univerfal 
change. On this occafion I determined to confider my former ex- 
perience ; in doing of which, I found the bleffed Spirit of grace 
alfifting me, and witnefling to his work upon my heart; infos 
much, that my foul was wonderfully enlivened in duty, and en- 
larged in thankfulnefs to God for thus manifefting himfelf, and 
dire€ting me to thofe means which he had fo inexpreffibly bleffed 
bevond my expe€tation * —s a at 

Thus the Lord drew me by the cords of love, and lifted up’ the 
light/of his countenance upon me, fo that in his light I faw light, 
which feattered that miferable cloud of darknefs that had enwrap- 

ed my foul fo long. Yea, he difpelled all thofe unbelieving 
“thoughts which are apt to arife, on account of that low eftate out 
of which he had newly raifed me. The enemy fuggefted to me, 
that this was not the Lord's ordinary way of dealing with fuch 
provoking creatures as myfelf, but that they are ufually filled with 
“terrors, and brought down even to a view of the loweft hell, &c. 
Thus fatan endeavoured to hold me under believing fears. But 
‘the bleffed Spirit, by taking of the things of Chrift and thewing 
them unto me, prevailed over the temptation. = 
' [hada difcovery of the glory of the Father ; and likewife, of 

_the glory of the Son, as proceeding from the Father, and offering 
a facrifice of a {weet-{melling favour, and in bringing in an ever= 


_ Jafting righteoufnefs, which by his Spirit he enabled me to reft 


wholly upon, as the foundation of every blefling which 1 have re- 
‘ceived, or he has promifed, for the whole of my acceptance be- 


= aM This fhews the benefit of communicating experiences: “As in water face 


comforting, and eftablithing their fouls in their 
Lo acre IS toeiggs rae, ‘ 
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anfwereth to face, fo the heart of man to man,” Prov. xxvii. 19. And though 
this great duty is nea ate in. abe prefent day ; ef Spay la prhihy 
id diligently it, the Lord makes it exceeding ufeful in the quickeni 
comforiog, and ital ol bly ahs wie mas 
As iron fharpeneth iron, fo a man fharpeneth the countenance 


ver. 173 


hie Head ‘Good men’s graces, are fharpened by converfe with thofe thet 


are good ; and bad men’s lufis are tharpened by thofe that are bad, 
Vor ae eee 
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fore God, for my juftification, fanQification, and full redemption. 
On this foundatiom he has enabled me fledfaftly to rely, which 
greatly enlivens and enlarges my foul, im its addreffes to the Fa- 
ther, through the Son, by the afliftance of the Holy Spirit. 

© the tove ! the infinite, condefeending, and unchanging love 
of the Father! And, O that fulnefs of grace which is treafured 
up in my Redeemer, to be beftowed on me by his pronmifed Spr- 
rit! “of which fo much hath already been communicated, that my 
foul is even overwhelmed under the fenfe and confideration of it ! 
The Lord appears to me as refting in his love, and joying over 
‘me with finging, as it is expreffed, Zceph. ui. 17: which fcrip- 
ture, with many others, have been fo opened and applied, as makes 
my approaches to him exceeding delightful. This fenfe of his 
love lays me low, in the views of my own vilenefs and unwor- 
thinefs, and conftrains me to love him and live to hrm, and to 
give’ ‘him allthe glory of that change which of his own free and 
fovereign grace he has wrought in me. There was nothing in me 
to move him to this ; yea, what was there not in me to provoke 
him to caft'me off for ever? But thus it hath pleafed him to 
magnify his grace and mercy on a creature the moft unworthy of 
any that ever received a favour at his hands. — 

I know not where to end. He has recovered me from amongft 
the dead, and he fhall have the glory of it while I live: Yes, I 
will praife him, and tell of the wonders of his love to others, that 
fo he may be honoured, and none may diftruft him. He has 
filled me with his praifes, though he has.not given me that natural 
capacity which fome have been blefled with, to exprefs what I 
feel and find of his work on my foul, But this I can fay, “I 
have found him whom my foul loves;” he hath manifefted him. 
felf to me; and there is nothing 1 dread fo much as lofing fight 
of him again. His prefence makes all his ordinances, and all his 
providences, and every thing delightful unto me. It is impoffible 
to-exprefs the joy of my foul in {weet communicn with him, 
with a fenfe of his love and experience of his prefence, under the 
influences of his Spirit, whofe office it is to abide with me, and. 
to guide, diregt, ict comfort me for ever. As He 


London, Dec. 17, 1697. == | | RECECCA COMBE. 


This v luable chriftian lived toa good old age. She was confined, - 
by illnefs for four years before her death ; during which fhe 
had large experience of the divine prefence and confolations. She 
greatly valued her {tated habitual feafons for eonverfe with God, | 
and longed much for the time when all hindrances and reftraints — 
fhould be for ever removed. She flept in Jefus, Nov. 20, 174 
aged 79 years, and her remains were interred in Bunhill.Fields. 
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: To the Editor of the ARMINIAN MAGAZINE... 
"T ‘HE Writer of the following Letter, was a gentleman‘of 


good family and fortune in France, who at the beginning of 
the prefent troubles left that country in company with an only 
Brother, older than himfelf. He was at that time juft come from 
college, where |e had finifhed his education, and believing his 
duty te Gop and his king required it, he was eafily perfuaded to 
go and arrange himfelf under the ftandard of the Duke of Brunf- 
wick. After that General had been forced to retreat before Du- 
mourier, he left the army and fettled for a {hort time in Holland: 
From whence he came to the Ifland of Jerfey. Here my acquaint- 
ance with him commenced, and during a year and a half {pent in 
habits of intimacy, he always difcovered a fincere defire to know 
the Truth, From his conttantly attending the preaching, as might 
be expeéted where there is an inquifitive mind poffe{fed of more 
tlian ordinary powers, his knowledge of himfelf and Religion daily 
Ancreafed ; and in {pite of all the oppofition he met with front his 
countrymen, efpecially the priefts, he avowed bimfelf our friend. 
In July 1795. I left the Ilands, and in Auguft, he was ordered with 
the reft of his unhappy companions whe had refided in Jerfey, 
on the Quiberon expedition ; but owing to. fome unavoidable delay, 
the veffel in which he embarked was too late to join the fquadron 
inthe Channel, and fo failed for England. That this was a pro- 
widential efcape from death, all who are acquainted with the me- 
lancholy iifue of that expedition, will readily grant. Being in 
England, and knowmg that I was in London, he came to fee me. 
Here another providential door was opened: Dr. Coke wanting a 
perfon verfed in the French Language, was very glad to accept of 
Mr. Pontavice, who was equally giad to meet with fuch a fituation, 
‘With the Doétor he has pane ever fince, and I believe the 
whole of his conduét affords fufficient proof of the reality of the 
change he profeffes to have experienced. 


One cannot but remark the chain of favourable Providences, 
‘py which he has been brought to a knowledge of himfelf and Gop. 
Many of them painful enough, but all neceflary to accomplifh 
that great and important end. Had he remained in his own coun- 
try, it is probable he would have been engulphed in the whirlpool 
of infidelity, towards which he was verging. Had he remain d 
- in Holland, he would have fallen into the hands of the Republi- 
" eans. Had he gone to the Bay of Quiberon, he had in all pro- 
bability fhared the fate of the thoufands who there fell. He was 
firft brought to the Ifland of Jerfey where the Gofpel is preached, 
and here he was awakened and began to enquire the way to Zion 
‘with his face thitherwards, After that, having every advantage 
from vifiting the Societies with Dr. Coke, and converfing with 
Religious People, the work of Grace was carried on in his Mind 
ill he was ptepared for the event related in the following Letter, 
eee. ee ee which 
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which I have tran{lated, and prefent to you to be inferied in the Ar- 
minian ‘Magazine, if it be judged worthy of a’place in that ufeful 
Publication. Many, I doubr not, will be happy to hear'a French 
Emigrant, late a nobleman, {peaking his Experience, and relating 
the Dealings of Gop, with all that evangelical fimphity to which 
they have been accuflomed.. Others will be encouraged to. con- 
fide in the care of Divine Providence, which fometimes leads us 
thro’ paths rough and gloomy, to do us good in the-latter end. 
And al! Chriftrans will rejoice in profpeét of a glorious harveft of 
converfions, of which this is the firft fruit, among a people whom 
we have been accuftomed to call “ our natured enemies,” RR, 


My dear Friend, — Chefter, May 12, 1796. 


\ LORY be to Gon, he hath at laft compleater! the work, he 
had begun under your miniltry.. When | firft became ac. 
quainted with you, I. was, alas! ina deplorable flate. Plunged 
in every. kind of crime, my heart depraved and:hard; and my 
confcience afleep., My foul, palfied by fin, was incapable of ele- 
vating itfelf to the Gop who made it. Inftead of communing 
with him and fitting in heavenly places ia: Curist Jesus, it 
grovelled in the duft.. And what is iil worfe, I had begun to call 
in queftion the Divinity of him who alone could heal me. Ina 


Bok pa conftrained to acknowledge fhe i of Divine — 
rovidence in opening on a pailage direétly fuited to my flate of 
mind. 7 hus was my-foul prepared for the day, ever aah KS | 
fa. 
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to me; the day of my new-birth. Sheffield is the place where I 
experienced this great change. Laft Tuefday was a fortnight, I 
went to Mr. Bramwell’s to inftru€ him in the French Language: 
I had been reading the Bible all the morning, and was particularly 
affe€ted with fome paffages in which Pardon is promifed to the 
Penient, and we are affured that whatfoever we afk in faith we 
fhail have. I prayed earneftly that Gop would pardon me, and 
was enabled to truft in his Word. I laid down the book, firmly 
perfuaded I fhould fee his Salvation. It then was fuggefted to my 
mind that Gop had faid, “The effeGual fervent prayer of'a 
righteous man availeth much,” and I thought I fhould do well to 
defire Mr. Bramwell to pray for my converfion. That day he 
dined with us at Mr. Holy’s, and after dinner he defired me to 
return with him to his houfe. Mr.’ H. Taylor joined us, and 
after fome converfation on indifferent fubjets, at leaft, indifferedt 
io me, Mr. Taylor propofed prayer before he left us. I fell on 
my knees expeéting to receive the Bleffing I fo much defired. They 
began to pray for my converfion: when by degrees my heart was 
much affe&ted, till 1 was diffolved in tears. _Meff. T. and B. ap- 
eared to me to pray by the affiftance of the Holy Spirit, and the 
Room to be filled with the Prefence of Gop. No doubt Gon 
was in the midft of us. I trembled as a critninal before his tribunal, 
and with many fighs and tears befought him to forgive my fins, 
He gracioufly looked on my diftrefs and did not foffer me to re- 
main long in this anguith of mind, but in his abundant mercy 
fpoke theie kind words to my heart, “I will remember thy fins 
no more: I will wipe away al! tears from thine eyes.” I believed, 
I felt an affurance of pardon. My foul was filled with joy un- 
fpeakable, and all I could fay fora feafon was, “* O infinite good- 
refs! doft thou condéfcend thus to notice a wretch like me.” 
From thst moment I have rejoiced in the Lord, and bis Spirit 
hath witneffed with my fpirit, that I amva child of Gon. I feel - 
that Gop dwells in me and Jin him. And as Chriff prayed that 
the faithful might be one in him, I now feel united to them as [ 
never did before. Gop grant we may never be difunited, but 
that our union may be more and more intimate, in time and in 
Eternity. Thus prays the whole foul of him who is your fincere 
friend for ever, Du PoNTAVICE, 


— Letrer Il. from the Bifhop of Landaff to Thom, Paine. 
Maecsrih ss TS ¥ 
# J) EFORE you commence your grand attack upon the Bible, 
: B you with to eflablith a difference between the evidence ne- 
ceflary to prove the authenticity of the Bible, and that of ony 
other ancient books, I am not furprifed at your anxiety on his 
head; for all writers on the fubjeét have agreed in thinling that 
St. “Auftin reafoned well, when, in vindicating the genuineucts of 


the Bivle, be afked —“ What_pioofs have we that ihe works of 
Plato, Ari 


ftotle, Cicero, Varo, and other profane authors, wére 
ma written 
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written. by thofe whofe names they bear ; unlefs it be that this hag 
been an-opinion generally received at all times, and by all thole 
who have lived fince thefe authors?” This writer was convinced, 
that the evidence which eftablifhed the genuinenels of any pro- 
fane. book, would eflablifh,.that of afacred book ; and I profefs 
myfelf to be of the fame opinion, notwithftanding what you have 
advanced. to the conjrary. 
In this part your ideas feem to me to be confufed ; I do not fay 
that you, defignedly, jumble together mathematical: {cience and 
hiftorical evidence; the knowledge acquired by demonftration, 
and the probability derived from teftimony.—You know but of one 
ancient book, that authoritatively challenges univerfal confent and 
belief, and that is Euclid’s Elements. —If I were difpofed to 
make frivolous objettions, I. fhould fay that even Euclid’s Ele- 
ments had not met wih univerfa]l confent; that there bad been 
men, both in ancient and modern times, who had queftioned the 
intuitive evidence of fome of his axioms, and denied the jufinefs 
of fome of his demonftrations : but, admitting the truth, 1 do not 
fee the pertinency of your obfervation. You are attempting to 
{abvert the authenticity of the Bible, and you tell us that Euclid’s 
Elements are certainly true. — What then ? — Does it follow that 
the Bible is certainly falfe? The moft illiterate fcrivener in the 
kingdom does not want to be informed, that the examples in his 
Vingate’s, Arithmetic, are proved by adifferent kind of reafon- 
ing from that by which he perfuades himfelf to believe, that there 
tae Aen aperfon as Henry VIII. or that there is fuch a city as 
aris. . 

- It may -be of ufey to remove this confufion in your argument, 
to fate, diflinéily, the difference between the genuinenefs, and 
the authenticity, of a book. A genuine book, is that which was 
ywiitten by the perfon whofe name it bears, as the author of it, 
An authentic book, is that which relates matters of faé, as they 
really happened. A book may be genuine, without being authen- 
tic; and a book may be authentic, without being genuine. The 
books written by Richardfon and. Fielding are genuine books, 
though the hiftories of Clariffa and Tom Jones are fables, The 
hiftory of the ifland of Formofa is a genuine book ; it was written 
hy Plalmanazar; but it is not an authentic book, (though it was 
long efleemed as fuch, and tranflated into different languages,) for 


the author, in the latter’part-of ‘his life, took fhame to himfelf for — 


having impofed on the world, and. confeffed -that it was a mere 
romance, Anfon’s Voyage may be confidered as an authentic 
book, it, probably, containing a true narration’ of the principai 
events recorded in it; but it is not a genuine book, having not 


- been written by Walters, to whom it is afcribed, but by Robins. 


This diftin@tion ‘between the genuinenefs and authenticity of a 
book, will affift us in dete€ting the fallacy of an argument, which 
vou ftate with great confidence in the part of your work now un, 
der confideration, and which you frequently allude to, in other 

. parts, 
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parts, as conclufive evidence againft the truth of the Bible. Your 
argument ftands thus — If it be found that the books afcribed to 
Mofes, Jofhua, and Samuel, were not written by Mofes, Jofhua, 
and Samuel, every part of the authority and authenticity of thefe 
books is gone at one. —]I prefume to think otherwife. The ge- 
nuinenefs of thefe books (in the judgment ot thofe who fay that 
they were written by thele authors) will certainly, be gone ; but 
their authenticity may remain; they may itill contain a true account 
of real tranfaétions, though the names of the writers of them 
— found to be different from what they are generally efteem- 
ed to be.. 

Had, indeed, Mofes faid that he wrote the five firft books. of the 
Bible ; and had Jofhua and Samuel faid that they wrote the books 
which are refpeétively attributed to them ; and had it been found, 
that Mofes, Jofhua, and Samuel, did not write thefe books ; then, 
I grant, the authority of the whole would have been gone at once ; 
thefe men would have been found liars, as to the genuinenefs of 
the books; and this proof of their want of veracity, in one point, 
would have invalidated their teftimony in every other; thefe 
books would have been juflly ftigmatized, as neither genuine nor 
authentic. , 

An hiftory may be true, though it fhould not only be afcribed 
to a wrong author, but though the author of it fhould not be 
known ; anonymous teftimony does not. deftroy the reality of 
fats, whether natural or miraculous: Had Lord Clarendon pub- 
lithed his Hiftory of the Rebellion, without prefixing his name to 
it; or had the hiftory of Titus Livius come down torus, undec 
the name of Valerivs Flaccus, or Valerius Maximus; the. facts 
mentioned in thefe hiftories would have been equally certain. 

As to your aflertion, that the miracles recorded in Tacitus, and 
in other profane hiftorians, are quite as well authenticated as thofe 
of the Bible — it, being a mere affertion deftiture of proof, may 
be properly anfweréd by a contrary affertion. I take the liberty 
then to fay, that the evidence for the miracles recorded in the 
Bible is, both in kind and degree, fo greatly fupesior to that for 
the prodigies mentioned by Livy, or the miracles related by Ta- 
citus, as to juflify us in giving credit to the one as the work of 
God, and in with-holding it from the other as the effeft of fuper- 
fiition and impofture. This method of derogating from the cre- 
dibility of chriftianity, by oppofing to the miracles of our Saviour, 
the. tricks of ancient impoltors, feems to have originated with 
Hierocles in the fourth century ; and it has been adopted by unbe- 
~ Tievers from that time to this; with this difference, indeed, that 

the heathens of the third and fourth century admitted that Jefus’ 
’ wrought miracles; but left that admiffion fhould have compelled 
~ them to abandon their gods and become chriftians, they faid, that 
their Apollonius, their Apuleius, their Arifieas, did’as great? 
whilft modern deifts deny the faét’of Jefus having ever wrought a 


miracle. And’ they have fome reafon for this proceeding ; they 
Bots. ghar — Ma Bo, aie 
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are fenfible that the Gofpel Miracles are fo different, in al] their 
circumftances, from thofe related in pagan ftory, that, if they 
admit them to have been performed, they muft admit Chriftianity 
to be true; hence they have fabricated a kind of deiflical axiom 
—that no human teftimony can eftablifh the credibility of a mi- 
racle. —This, though it has been an hundred times refuted, is 
fill infifted upon, as if it’s truth had never been queftioned, and 
could not be difpioved., “4 


You “proceed to examine the authenticity of the Bible ; and 
you begin, you fay, with what are called the five books of Mofes, 
Genefis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. . Your 
intention, you profefs, is to fhew that thefe books are fpurious, 
_and that Mofes is not the author of them; and {till farther, that 
they were not written in the time of Mofes, nor till feveral hun- 

dred years afterwards; that they are no other than an attempted 
hiftory of the life of Mofes, and of the times in which he is faid 
to have lived, and alfo of the times prior thereto, written by fome 
very ignorant and flupid pretender to authorfhip, feveral hundred 
years after the death of Mofes.”—In this paffage the utmoft force 
of your attack on the authority of the five books of Mofes is clear. 
ly ftated. You are not the firft who has ftarted this difficulty ; it 
is a difficulty, indeed, of modern date; having not been heard 
of, either in the fynagogue, or out of it, till the twelfth century. 
About that time Aben Ezra, a Jew of great erudition, noticed 
“fome paffages (the, fame you have brought forward) in the five 
firft books of the Bible, which he thought had not been writien 
by Mofes, but inferted by fome perfon after the death of Mofes, 
But be was far from maintaining, as you do, that thele books 
were written by fome ignorant and ftupid pretender to authorthip, 
many hundred years after the death of Mofes. Hobbes contends 
’ that the books of Mofes are fo called, not from their having been 
written by Mofes, but from their containing an account of Mofes. 
Spinoza fupported the fame opinion: and Le Clerc, a very able 
theological critic of the laft and prefent century, once, entertained 
the fame notion. You fee that this fancy has had fome patrons 
before you; the merit or the demerit, the Bai or the temerity 
' of having affeited, that Mofes is not the author of the Pentateuch, 
- is not exclufively your's. Le Clerc, indeed, you muft not boa 
of. When his judgment was matured by age, he was afhamed 
of what he had written on the fubje& in his younger years : he 
made a public. recantation of his error, by annexing to his com- 
mentery on Genefis, a Latin differtation — concerning Moles, the 
author of the Pentateuch, and his defign in compofing it, If in 
your future life you thould chance to change your opinion on the 
- fubje&, it will be an honour to your charaégter to emulate the in- 
tegrity, and to imitate the example of Le Clerc, The Bible is 
not the only book which bas undergone the fate of being Tepro- 
bated as {purions, after it had been received as genuiae and authen- 
tic for many ages. It bas been maintained that the hifory of 
‘ 2 Oe ie 
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Herodotus was written in the time of Confeaniine: and that the 


: 
) 


thee.” This is faid in Deuteronomy, which is a kind of repeti- 


Claffics are forgeries of the thirteenth or fourteenth century, Thefe 
extravagant reveries amufed the world at the time of their publi- 
cation, and have long fince funk into oblivion, You efteem all 
prophets to be fuch lying rafcals, that I dare not venture to predi& 
the fate of your book. 


Before you produce your nrain obje€tions to the genuinenefs of 
the books of Mofes, you affert —‘* that there is no affirmative 
evidence that Mofes is the author of them.’””—- What! no affirma- 
tive evidence! In the 11th century Maimonides drew up a con- 
feffion of faith for the Jews, which all of them at this day admit; 
it confifts of only thirteen articles ; and two of them have refpeét 
to Mofes; ome affirming the authenticity, the other the genuine- 
nefs of his books. —The doirine and prophecy of Mofes is true 
—The law that we have was given by Mofes. — This is the faith 
of the Jews at prefent, and has been their faith ever fince the de- 
firuétion of their city and temple; it was their faith in the time 
when the authors of the New Teftament wrote; it was their faith. 


' during their captivity in Babylon ; in the time of their kings and 


judges; and no period can be fhewn, from the age of Mofes to 
the prefent hour, in which it was not their faith,—JIs this no 
affirmative evidence? I cannot defire a ftronger. Fo/ephus, in 
his book againft Appion, writes thus —‘* We have only two and 


twenty books which are to be believed as of divine authority, and 


which comprehend the hiftory of all ages; five belong to Mofes, 


‘which contain the original of man, and the tradition of the fuc- 


ceffion of generations, down to his death, which takes in a com- 


- pafs of about three thoufand years.”” Do you confider this as no 


affirmative evidence? Why fhouldI mention Zuvenal {peaking 
of the volume which Mofes had written? Why enumerate a long 
lift.of prophane authors, all bearing teftimony to the faét of Mo/es 
being the leader and.Jaw-giver of the jewifh nation ? and if a law- 
iver, furely, a writer of the Jaws. But what fays the Bible? 
n Exodus it fays ---‘* Mofes wrote all the words of the Lord, 


and took the book of the covenant, and read in the audience of 
the people.” --- In Deutéronomy it fays--- ‘* And it came to pafs, 
when Mofes had made an end of writing the words of this law 


in a book, until they were finifhed, (this furely imports the finifh- 


ing a laborious work,) that Mofes commanded the Levites which 


bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord, faying, “Take this 
book of the law, and put it in the fide of the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord your God, that it may be there for a witnefs againft 


tion or abridgment of the four preceding books ; and it is well 


known that the Jews gave the name of the Law to the firft five | 


books of the Old Teftament. What poffible doubt can there be 


* 


many other paflages from the fcriptures to this purpole; 


that Mofes- wrote the books in queftion? I could aie 
ut i 
what — 
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what I have advanced will not convince you that there is affirma- 
tive evidence, and of the ftrongeft kind, for Mofes’s being the 
author of thefe books, nothing that I can advance will convince 
ou. 

What if I fhould grant all you undertake to prove (the ftupidity 
‘and ignorance of the writer excepted) ? --- What if I fhould admit, 
that Samuel or Ezra, or fome other learned Jéw, compofed thefe 
books, from public records, many years after the death of Mofes ? 
Will it follow, that there was no truth in them? According to 
my logic, it will only follow, that they are not genuine books ; 
every faé recorded in them may be true, whenever, or by whom- 
foever they were written, It cannot be faid that the Jews had no 
public records; the Bible furnifhes abundance of proof to the 
contrary. I by no means admit, that thefe books, as to the main 
part of them, were not written by Mofes ; but I do contend, that | 
2 book may contain a true hiftory, though we know not the author 
of it, or though we may be miftaken in afcribing it to a wrong 
author, 

|The firft argument you produce againft Mofes being the author 
of thefe books is fo old, that I do not know it’s original author ; 
and it is fo miferable aone, that I wonder you fhould adopt it : 
---** Thefe books cannot be written by Mofes, becaufe they are © 
written in the third perfon --- it is always, The Lord faid unto 
Mofes, or Mofes faid unto the Lord. This, you fay, is the ftyle 
and manner that hiftorians ufe in {peaking of the perfons whofe 
lives and a€tions they are writing.” This obfervation is true, but 
it does not extend far enough ; for this is the ftyle and manner not 
only of hiftorians writing of other perfons, but of eminent men, 
_fuch as Xenophon and fuephus, writing of themfelves. If Ge- 

neral Wayhington fhould write the hiftory of the American war 

and fhould, from his great modefty, fpeak of himfelf in the third 
perfon, would you think it reafonable that, two or three thoufand 
years hence, any perfon fhould, on that account, contend, that 
the hiftory was not true? Ca/ar writes of himfelf in the third 
perfon --- it is always, Cafar. made a fpeech, or a fpeech was made 
to Cefar, Cafar croffed the Rhine, Czfar invaded Britain: but 
every {chool-boy knows, that this circumftance cannot be adduced 
as a ferious argument againft Cvefar’s being the author of his own 

Commentaries, . 

But Mofes, you urge, cannot be the author of t k 
Numbers, --- becaufe he fays of himfelf --- « that Molina = 
very meek man, above all the men that were on the face of the 
earth.” If he faid this of himfelf, he was, you fay, “ a vain and 
arrogant coxcomb, (fuch is your phrafe!) and unworthy of credit 
---and if be did not fay it, the books are without authority.” This 
your dilemma is perfeétly harmlefs; it has not an horn to hurt 
the weakeft logician. If Mofes did not write this little verfe, if 
infeed by Samuel oF any of hie countiymen, wh Kew 

us memory, will it follow that he did 


. ‘ : ae ‘not. 
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not write any other part of the book of Numbers? Or if he-did» 
not write, any part of the book.of Numbers, will it follow that he 
did not write any of the other books of which he is ufually repu- 

ted the author? And if he did write this of himfelf, he was. 
juftified by the occafion which extorted from him this commen- 

dation. Had this expreflion been written in a modern flyle and: 
manner, it would probably have given you no offence, . For who 

would be fo faftidious as to find fault with an illuflrious man, who, 

being calumniated by his neareft relations, as guilty of pride and 

fond of power, fhould vindicate his chara€ter by faying, My tem- 

per was naturally as meek and unaffuming as that of any man 

upon earth? There are occafions, in which a modeft man, who 

fpeaks truly, may fpeak proudly of himfelf, without forfeiting his 

general charaéter; and there is no occafion, which either more 

requires, or more excufes this condu€, than when he is repelling 
the foul and envious afperfions of thofe who both knew his cha- 

rafter and had experienced his kindnefs: and in that predicament 

flood Aaron and Miriam, the accufers of Mofes. You yourfelf. 
have, probably, felt the fling of calumny, and have been anxious to 
remove the impreflion. I do not call you a vain and arrogant coxcomb 

for vindicating your charaéter, when in the latter part of this very. 
work you boat, and I hope truly, ‘* that the man does not exift 

that can fay 1 have perfecuted him, or any man, or any fet of, 
men, in the American revolution, or in the French revolution ; 

or that I have in any cafe returned evil for evil.” I know not 

what kings and priefts may fay to this; you may not have re- 

turned to them evil for evil, becaufe they never, I believe, did 
you any harm; but you have done them all the harm you could, 
and that without provocation. 


I think it needlefs to notice your obfervation upon what you. 
call the dramatic ftyle of Deuteronomy : it 1s an ill-founded hy- 
pothefis, You might as well afk, where the author of Czefar’s 
Commentaries got the f{peeches of Czfar, as where the author of 
Deuteronomy got the fpeeches of Mofes. But your argument --~ 
that Mofes was not the author of Deuteronomy, becaufe the rea- 
fon given in that book for the obfervation of the fabbath is differ. 


_ ent from that given in Exodus, merits a reply. 


You need not be told that the very name of this book imports, 
in Greek, a repetition of a law; and that the Hebrew doéters 
have called it by a word of the fame meaning. In the fifth verfe 
of the firft chapter it is faid in our Bibles, ‘* Mofes began to de- 
clare this law ;” but the Hebrew words, more properly tranflated, 
import that Mofes ** began, or determined, to explain the law.” 
This is no fhift of mine to get over a difficulty ; the words are fo 
rendered in moft of the ancient verfions, and by Fagzus, Vetablus, 
and Le Clerc, men eminently {killed in the Hebrew language, 
This repetition and explanation of the law, was a wife and bene- 
volent proceeding in Mofes ; that thofe who were either not born, 
‘or were mere infants, when it was firft (forty years be‘ore) deli.. 
‘ae (on eg sp eae SD vered 
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vered in Horeb, might have an opportunity of knowing it; efpe- 
cially as Mofes their leader was foon to be taken from them, and they - 
were about to be fettled in the midft of nations given to idolatry 
and funk in vice. Now where is the wonder, that fome variations, - 
and fome additions, fhould be made toa law, whena legiflator 
thinks fit to republith it many years after it’s firft promalgation ? 


‘With refpe& to the fabbath, the learned are divided in opinion 
concerning it’s origin; fome contending, that it was fanétified 
from the creation of the world; that it was obferved by the patri- 
archs before the flood ; that it was negleéted by the Ifraelites during 

- their bondage in Egypt; revived on the falling of manna in the 
wildernefs ; and enjoined, as a pofitive law, at mount Sinai. 
Others efleem it’s inflitution to have been no older than the age 
of Mofes; and argue, that what is faid of the fan@iification of the 
fabbath in the book of Genefis, is faid by way of anticipatron. 
There may be truth in both thefe accounts. To me it is probable, 
that the memory of the creation was handed down from Adam to 
all ‘his pofterity;, and that the feventh day was, fora long time, 
held facred by all nations, in commemoration of that event; but 
that the peculiar rigidnefs of it’s obfervance was enjoined by 
P eees the Ifraelites alone. As to there being two reafons given 

or it’s being kept holy, --- ome, that on that day God refted from 
the work of creation --- the other, that on that day God had given 
them reft from the fervitude of Egypt --- I fee no contradi@tion in 
the accounts. If a man, in writing the hiftory of England, fhould 
inform his readers, that the parliament had ordered the fifth of No- 
vember to be: kept holy, becaufe on that day God had delivered 
the nation from a bloody-intended maffacre by gunpowder; and 
if, in another part of his hiflory, he fhould affign the deliverance 
of our church and nation from popery and arbitrary power, by 
the arrival of King Wilham, as a reafon for it’s being kept holy; 
would any one contend, that he was not juflified in both thefe 
ways of expreffion, or that we ought from thence to conclude. 
that he was not the author of them both? > . 


You think --- ‘that law in Deuteronomy inhuman and brutal, 
which authorizes parents, the father and the mother, to bring their 
own children to have them ftoned to death for what it is pleafed 
+o call ftubbornnefs.” — You are aware, I fuppofe, that paternal — 
power, amongft the Romans, the Gauls, the Perfans, and other 
nations, was of the moft arbitrary kind ; that it extended to the 
taking away the life of the child, Ido not know whether the If 
raelites in the time of Mofes exercifed this paternal power; it 
was not a cuftom adopted by all nations, but it was by many; and 
in the infancy of fociety, before individual families had coalefced 

into communities, it was probably very general, Now Mofes, by. 

_ this law, which you efteem brutal and inhuman, hindered fuch an 
extravagant powerfrom being either introduced or Eicedited 

amongft the Ifraelites, This law .is fo far from countenancing 

the arbitrary power of a father over the life’of his child, tba 


| 
RISHOP OF- LANDAF¥’s APOLOGY FOR THE BIBLE $47 


txes from him the power of aceufing the child before-a magif. 
tate --- the father and the mother of the child muft agree in bring- 
ng the child to judgment --- and it is not by their united will 
hat the child was to be condemned to death; the elders of the 
city were to judge whether the accufation was true; and the ac- 
cufation was to be not merely, as you infinuate, that the child 
was ftubborn, but that he was ‘ ftubborn and rebellious, a glutton 
and a drunkard.” Confidered in this light, you muft allow the 
law to have been an humane reftri€tion of a power improper to 


be lodged with any parent. 


That you may abufe the priefts, you abandon your fubje&t — 


 Priefts, you fay, preach up Deuteronomy, for Deuteronomy, 
preaches up tythes.”---I do not know tbat priefts preach up Deu- 
teronomy, more than they preach up other books of f{cripture ; 
but 1 do know that tythes are not preached up in Deuterono- 
my, more than in Leviticus, in Numbers, in Chronicles, in Ma 
lachi, in the law, the hiftory, and the prophets of the jewilh na- 
tion.--- You go on---“* It is from this book, chap. xxv. ver. 4, 
they have taken the phrafe, and applied it to tything, “* Thou 
fhalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out the corn :” and 
that this might not efcape obfervation, they have noted it in the 
‘tahle of contents at the head of the chapter, though it 1s only a 
fingle verfe of lefs than two lines. -O priefts! priefts! ye are 
willing to be compared to an ox for the fake of tythes!”---I can 
not call this---reafoning---and I will not pollute my page by giving 
it a proper appellation. Had the table of contents, inftead of 
fimply faying --- the ox is not to be muzzled --- faid --- tythes en- 
- joined, or priefts to be maintained --- there would have been a 
little ground for your cenfure. Whoever noted this phrafe at the 
head of the chapter, had better reafon for doing it than you have 
They did it, becaufe St. Paul had quoted it, © 
he Corinthians, that they who preached 
live by the gofpel: it was Paul, and not 


was not, therefore, interefted in what he faid. The reafon, on 
s the right, is not merely this quotation, which 


you ridicule ; nor-the appointment of the law of Mofes, which 
+ you think fabulous ; nor the injunétion of Jefus, which you def- 
 pife; no, it is a reafon -founded in the nature of things, and 
~ which no philofopher, no unbeliever, no man of common fenfe 
- gan deny to be a folid reafon: it amounts to this --- that“ the 
Jabourer is worthy of bis hire.” Nothing is fo ‘much a man’s 
‘own, 25 his. labour and ingenuity ; and it 1s intirely confonant to 
the law of nature, that by the innocent ufe of thefe he fhould 
_ provide for his fubfiftence. Hufbandmen, artifts, foldiers, phy- 
‘ficians, lawyers, all let out their labour and talents for a ftipulated 
“reward: why may not a. prieft do the fame ? Some accounts of 
you have been publifhed m ‘England ; but, conceiving tHem (0 
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have proceeded from a defign to injure your charaéter, I newr 
read them. I know nothing of your parentage, your ee 
or condition in life. You may have been elevated, by your birt 


‘above the neceffity of acquiring the means of fuftaining life by 


the labour either of hand or head : if this be the cafe, you ought | 
not to defpife thofe who have come into the world in lefs favour- 
able circumftances. If your origin has been lefs fortunate, you 
muft have fupported yourfelf, either by manual labour, or the 
exercife of your genius. Why fhould you think that conduét 
difreputable in priefts,; which you probably confider as laudable in 
yourfelf? I know not whether you have not as great a diflike of 
kings as of priefts: but that you may be induced to think more 
favourably of men of my profeffion, I will juft mention to you 
that the payment of tythes is no new inftitution, but that they 
were paid in the moft ancient times, not to priefts only, but to 
kings. I could give you an hundred inftances of this: two may 
be fufficient. Adraham paid tythes to the king of Salem, four 
hundred years before the law of Mofes was given. The king of 
Salem was prieft alfo of the moft high God. Priefts, you fee, 
exifted in the world, and were held in high eftimation, for kings 
were priefts, long before the impoftures, as you efteem them, of 
the jewith and chriftian difpenfations were heard of. But as this 
inftance is taken from a book which you call ‘‘a book of contra- 
digtions and lies” --- the Bible ; --- I will give you another, from 
a book, to the authority of which, as it is written by a profane 
author, you probably will not objeét. Dzogenes Laertius, in his’ 
lite of Solon, cites a letter of Prf/tratus to that lawgiver, in which 
he fays---‘*I Pififtratus, the tyrant, am contented with the fti- 


_pends which were paid to thofe who reigned before me ; the peo- 


ple of Athens fet apart a centh of the fruits of their land, not for — 
my private ufe, but to be expended in the public facrifices, and 


_ for the general good.” 


A fhort account of the Life and Death of Mr. Joun BRETTELL; 
by his Brother, Mr. JEREMIAH BRETTELL. : 


B let BRETTELL was born at Stourbridge in Worcefterhhire, 
in the year 1742. His parents were Members of the Church 
vt England, and having the form of religion, they taught their - 
children early to remember the Sabbath, to pray in private, and — 
confcientioufly to regard the daily difcharge of that duty. As m 

brother grew up, he was frequently troubled for fuch parts of his 

conduét as he thought wrong, and was fenfible that he wanted 

fomething in religion which he had not. He frequently repeated : 
the Ten Commandments, and made many refolutions to be goad : 
but his rifing paflions and growing inclinations to folly, led him 
as often to break them, He then endeavoured to fatisfy himfelf, 
by hoping for a future day, when he fhould better perform his 
purpofes, About this time, one of his’ Coufins with whom he 


_ was 
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was intimate, often read and {poke much about religion, and fre- 
quently made ufeful and folemn remarks on Death and Judgment; 
this generally left a fenfible impreffion upon my brother’s mind; 
and tho’ he too often ftifled thefe conviftions, yet he was inclined 
ferioufly to enquire into the way of falvation. 


. When he was near twenty years of age, a perfon afked him 
One morning, to hear a Methodift Preacher of the name of Bret- 
tell, (a Local Preacher.) My brother confented to go the follow. 
ing fabbath ; when it pleafed Cod that he was deeply awakened toe 
a fenfe of his loft ftate. The following lines in one of our Hymns, 
were deeply impreffed upon his heart : 


“ Where fhall my wondering foul begin ? 
How fhall I all to heaven afpire? 
A flave redeem’d from death and fin, 
A brand pluck’d from eternal fire !” 


He confidered himfelf to be this flave, --- this brand ; --- and from 
that hour, began to flee from the wrath to come. On his return 
home, and informing his mother of what he had heard, fhe plea~ 
fantly afked, ‘if he was converted?’? He anfwered “that is — 
what I want.” From this day his condué became remarkably 
exemplary; he fhunned every appearance of evil, and devoted 
much of his time to reading the Scriptures, and private prayer. 
He now met with much ip golAin and many difcouragements from 
all in the houfe, both parents and kindred. But this was not all, 
being naturally of a timid difpofition, and far from the means of 
grace, and having to go thro’ fields and woods alone in the dark 
evenings to attend them: On his return home he was fome times, 
locked out of doors, and had to contrive his retreat how he could. 
In the midit of thefe difagreeable trials, the.conflis of his mind 
became very alarming. He faw his danger by fin, and his foul 
trembled at a fenfe of it. He was troubled with fore temptations, 
even to doubt the Being of Gop, and was ready to conclude that 
this was a fure prelude to his future mifery, but was afraid of men- 
tioning this to any perfon. His diftrefs was very great, he refufed 
to be comforted, and continued in forrow. He faw the neceflity 
of being faved from all fin, but almoft doubted the power of God 
to accomplifh it. Hecould find no pleafure in the world, nor 
anv, as yet, in religion. This diftrefs drove him to the Throne 
of Grace; and he fet apart four times a day for private prayer. 
His mother faw the affliétion of her fon, but not underftandin 
the nature of it, fhe judged that the Methodifts were the caufe of 
all his forrow. She tenderly and with many tears, expoftulated 
with him, but he fteadily purfued his way and fought the things — 
_which pertain to the kingdom of God. . & 
_.. My brother had an uncle living in Birmingham, of a very mo- 
ral charaéter; who requefted that his kinfman might be fent to 
him for a while, in hopes of reclaiming him entirely from follow- 
ing 
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ing the Methodifts. My brother being removed to Birmingham, 
prevailed upon his uncle to hear the Methodifts, on condition, 
that if he could prove from Seripture, that they did not preach 
the Truth, he would immediately withdraw from them. His 
uncle accepted the challenge, not doubting but he fhould foon 
change the condu& of his nephew: But it pleafed God, that he 
himfelf was convinced of the truth, and embraced it with his 
_wholé heart; and about two years ago died, as he had long lived, 
in the peaceful enjoyment of it. ’ 

My brother had now more opportunities of attending the means 
of grace which he diligently improved, and obtained a fenfe, of 
the pardoning love of God. It was in a clafs-meeting that the 
Lord {poke peace to his foul, and gave him a comfortable evidence 
of his favour, which enabled him long to walk in the light of 
God’s countenance. Here alfo, he had the happinefs to be known 
by Mr. Mather, whofe attention to him, and care over him, to- 
gether with the fuitable advice he gave, both as it refpetted his 
temporal and fpiritual eftate, was of lafting fervice to him, and 
for which he ever retained the fincereft gratitude. 


After refiding in Birmingham about a year, he returned home, 
and was better received and more kindly treated by his friends 
than before. He was the eldeft of three brothers, and four fiflers, 
and was foon made the means, under God, of the converfion of 
two of his brothers, and alfo of two of his fifters. To thefe he 
became, both in example and advice, a fpiritual father. Thefe 
two fifters have fince died in the faith of Chrift. 4 


About three years after his return home he began to preach, - 
,.and was made very ufeful-to many of his own kindred and neigh- 

bours, When he had laboured as a local preacher about four 

years, his {phere was enlarged, and he began? to officiate as an 

itinerant preacher. He has travelled about twenty-fix years, with 

the fhort intermiffion of about three years, occafioned chiefly by. 

a fate of illnefs. As I travelled with him four years, I had the, 
, opportunity of feeing his ufefulnefs to fome, and the affeGtion of 

many towards him, His plainnefs and fimplicity, and 1 might 
add, his fincerity uprightnels, all, 1 believe, that have known: 
him, have been witnefs to, 


His illnefs, which has now terminated in death, began about 
three monchs before, and was a flow nervous fever, attended with: 
entire lofs of appetite. He was them inthe Otley Circuit, and 
tho’ not able to preach from the time he was firft taken. ill, yet, 
he often rode out; but no means were any way effeétual to his: 
recovery. The medieal men to whom he applied, . feemed unac- 
quainted with his difeafe, and, like many others, conceived little 
_ or nothing was the matter with him till he died. | ; & 
When he was firft taken ill, he thought he fhould die; and was _ 
remarkably happy in God. After which he funk low, with de-. 
prefling views of his own unworthinels and ingratitude: But the 
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Lord.poured upon him the Spirit of Prayer, and he was heard to 
plead much with God for purity of heart and confidence in him. 
In this. exercife he was remarkably bleffed, and requefted of his 

» friends, that if any thing was faid of him after his death, it might 
be from thefe words, ‘* And it fhall come to pafs, that whofoever 
** fhall call upon the Name of the Lord, fhall be (aved.” His 
views of falvation were fuch, as led him to long for the fulleft 
enjoyment of God in Glory, and to exprefs his furprife at the 
folly and madnefs of men, for their inordinate and finful attach- 
ment to the things of this world. 


He was tenderly affefted when any of his chriftian friends cal- 

led to fee him ; and as one fenfible of his approaching change, he 

‘looked forward to that time and place, where he hoped to fee them 
again, joyfully repeating thefe lines : 


“ There all the fhip’s company meet, 

** Who fail’d with their Saviour beneath, 
** With fhouting each other they greet, 

** And triumph o’er trouble and death!” 


A few days before his death, my fifter informed me of the 
rapid progrefs of my brother’s diforder. 1 ordered mv concerns 
fo as to go’over and vifit him. I arrived at Otley on the gift of 
May, but before I could fee him, I was informed that he was 

dying. When I came into the houfe he revived, and embraced 
me with much affection, and foon after faid, “ I blefs Gop, I 
-** was never more refigned to his Will; --- I have.no pain, nor 
** heve had any doubt of my acceptance with God fince my af- 
* fliction began.” 
Mr. Harrifon came in late from the circuit and called to fee 
him. My brother took him by the hand with great affeGion, and 
_ faid, “This is my friend that always flood by me.” I fat up 
with him that night. He refted but little, and early next morn-. 
ing defired to fit up, which he did for a hort {pace feveral times 
in the day. During this day I took an opportunity of {peaking 
to him on fome family affairs, which gave him tatisfaGion, and 
-alfo, on the affairs of our Zion, for the peace of which his foul 
had long travelled io pain. I expreffed my hopes of feeing gene - 
ral peace in our focieties. He juft replied, ‘“ 1f your hopes are 
- well founded, it is well.” In the evening he was fo very weak 
that he could hardly fpeak at all ; but when his friend Mr. Blag- 
_ borne from York, with Mr. Harrifon, came in, before the preach- 
ing, he revived, and faid to them, “ Bleffed be Gon, I have not 
ferved him for nought ; but am very confcious, that tho’ 1 am, 


by: Unworthy of the crumbs that fall, 
=) ‘“ Yet, rais'd by him who died for all, . 
ee “ T eat the children’s bread.” 
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When they were gone, obferving their brotherly affeGtion towards 
him, he faid, ‘*‘ The law of fympathy makes us feel very much, 
During the following night, be was a little refllefs, with difficulty 
in breathing. Next morning I perceived his diffolution was near + 
lafked, If he longed to depart to be with Chrift ? He anfwered, 
* I did feel that defire conftantly, but it is not fo conftant now.” 
I afked, What is the caufe? He faid, “I am examining.” 

I now faw he could fpeak no more. I took his feeble hand, . 
when. I fuppofed its flrength was gone, and faid, If Jefus ts pre- 
cious .now, raife your fingers. He lifted up bis hand with great 
emotion. Soon after I perceived he was dying, and kneeled 
down to commend his foul into the hands of God. He opened 
his eyes and looked upon me with his ufual eafe and pleafantneds, 
and then breathed his laft. . Thus died a meek and humble fol- 

‘Tower of Jefus. Chrift, having juft entered into the 55th year of 
his age. ) 
Stockport, June 20, 1796. _ J. BRetrecr, 
4 . POLI LLIN I LI IG 
_.. Cuariry recommended on its true Motive. 
[ EXTRACTED FROM A LATE EMINENT WRITER ]} 


REATER injuftice cannot be done to the doétrines of 
Chriftianity, than to fuppofe then barren fpeculations, 
fubjeéts intended only .for the meditations of the pious in their 
clofets, or the controverfies of the learned in their writings; and 
iffuing in no conclufions for the benefit of fociety, and the com- 

. fort of mankind, The contrary is happily evinced by the Apoftle, 
where he fays, ‘If Gop. fo. loved us, we ought alfo to love 
‘** one another ;”’ im which words, allufion is made to the incar-° 
nation of the Son of God, as the great inftance of the divine 
Jove toward us; and that love propofed as the principle and the 
attern of our love toward our neighbour. ** If God fo loved us,” — 

at he ‘*fent his Son to be the propitiation for our fins,” ---then, 

-™ we ought alfo to love one another.”" We might afk him in 
whom zeal for the welfare of his fellow-creatures burns with the , 
‘brighteft and moft ardent flame, what his patriotic and generous 

~ heart could wifh more, than that men might be brought to this 

oer ‘temper of mind? Did it but prevail in it’s full extent, it 

would reform the world at once. Tranfgreffion would ceafe, and 

ith it much of our mifery and trouble. The reign of righteouf- 

nefs and happinefs would commence, and paradife be, in great . 

meafure, reftored upon earth, St. Paul affigns the reafon, in. 

very few words; ‘ Love worketh no ill to it’s neighbour +;” it 
can work him no ill; it can never injure him in his perfon, his 
bed, his property, or his charaéter ; it cannot fo much as conceive 

a defire for any thing that ‘belongs to him. Butit refteth not 

content with negatives. It not only worketh him noill, but it 
; * 1 Jolniy. 11. “4 
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moult work for him all the good in it’s power. Is he hungry ? It 
will give him meat. Is he thirfty? It will give him ‘drink. Is 
he naked? It will clothe him. Is he fick? It will vifit him. 


‘Is he forrowful ? It will comfort him. Is he in prifon ? It will: 


go to him, and, if poflible, bring him out. Upon this ground, 
wars muft for ever ceafe among nations, diffenfions of every kind 
among leffer focieties, and the individuals that compofe them. All 
-muft be peace, becaufe all would be love. And thus would every 
end of the Incarnation be accomplifhed ; good will to men, peace 
-on earth, and to Gop on high glory from both. 


~ Many feem to think, that if charity be but fhewn, Motive isa 
matter of indifference. It may be A to the party receiving, but 
not to the party beftowing. A fick perfon is equally benefited, 
whether he, who fits by his bed-fide, fits there from real affeétion, 
or with defign to make a will in his own favour. Nothing can 
determine the flerling worth of an aftion, but a knowledge of the 
Moitve upon which it is performed.» Here, thén, we fhould be 
very caretu! not to deceive ourfelves. We fhould deal fairly, and 
fearch our hearts to the bottom. In the day of inquifition and 
retribution, he who made them, and therefore knows whatis in 
‘them, will certainly do fo, Men-and angels, on that day, will 
be made acquainted not only with a]l we have done, but with the 
“true reafons why we did it; and the tranfaQiens of human life 
_ will be. found far other than they feem. Nay, there are, even 
- ‘now, men.of the world, endowed with fagacious and penetrating 
‘minds, who judging partly from what they experience in them- 
felves, and partly trom what they have obferved in others, are 
not eafily impofed upon, By knowing a perfon’s general charac- 
‘ter, and laying circumftances together, they will give a fhrewd 
‘guefs at what is pafling within, and not be led to take the oftenfi- 
ble motive for the real. Some French authors, and, after them, 
fome Englith ones, writing upon this plan, have given a very un- 
favourable reprefentation indeed of human nature. Their maxims 
are by no means univerfally true: but might be rendered fervice- 
able, if we made ufe of them, not to cenfure others, but to exa- 
‘mine ourfélves ; not to judge our neighbours, but to let our own 
confciences plead, Guilty, or Not Gully. . 


Some information on this fubje& is neceffary for us all, left after 
performing aétions of charity, by performing them upon wrong 
and finifter motives, we become expofed to the mortification of 
lofing their reward, We may perform them merely becaufe there 
is a decency and propriety in fo doing ; others perform them, and 
we fhould be thought meanly of, were we to omit them: We may 
perform them out of vanity, to acquire the charaéter of benevc » 
 Jent; a charaéter, to which, perhaps, upon the whole, we have 
no good title: We may perform them out of envy, left a rival 
-- bear off the honour from us: We may perforin them to become 
popular, and ferve by them fome fecular and_political intereft 3 
ay ie Oe SWE 
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We may perform them in the way of commutation fora favourite 
fin, in the prattice of which we have determined to continue, and 
Hope thus to buy off the punifhment due to it. In this laft article 
we fhall find ourfelves grievoufly miftaken, In ‘ail the rett may 
be applied the words of our Lord; ‘* You have your reward ; 
“you oe ihe praife of men; you obtained it: you fought not 
‘the praife of God ;. you obtained it ‘not. ; Notes 
There is yet another motive, concerning which the determina- 
‘tion is more difficult: --- When we perform an aét of charity, to 
efcape from the pain we fell at the fight of mifery. ~ We relieve 
the objeét; but it is, to relieve ourfelves. We hear much of thefe 
fine feelings, from perfons who reject with difdain the influence 
‘ot a higher principle. God forbid we fhould depreciate this hu- 
mane and exquifitely tender fentiment, which.the beneficient Au. 
thor of our nature gave us, as a {pur to remove the diftreffes of 
others, in order to get rid of our own uneafinefs. But it has been 
juftly obferved, that “where not frengihened by fupe:ior mo- 
“© tives, it is a cafual and precarious inftrament of good, and 
ceafes to operate, ‘except in the immediate prefence, and within 
the audible cry of mifery.” This fort of feeling often forgets — 
‘ ‘that any calamity exifts which is out of it’s own fight; and tho’ 
‘it would empty it’s purfe for fuch an occafional objeét as roufes 
tranfient fenfibility, yet it feldom makes any ftated provifion for 
miferies, which are not the lefs real becaufe they do not obtrude 
upon the fight, and awaken the tendernefs of immediate fym- 
* pathy. This is a fort of mechanical charity, which requires 
{prings and wheels to fet it a going ” pe 
Not fo thé real Chriftian Charity, recommended by the Apoitle 
- to be performed upon another motive --- “If God fo loved us” -.- 
as he hath done---** we ought alfo to love one anether :” A mo- 
‘tive at once rational, pure, and permanent. BR HB 
1. A ‘rational motive. There is indeed a feeling and an affec- © 
‘tion; in the cafe: but ‘they are founded on the higheft truth, and 
the frongeft reafon; they are fixed and dire&ted by the judgment. 
‘A friend-has done me’ the greateft fervice in the world; to his 
‘hindnefs I owe every good that I poffefs, every comfort that I 
enjoy., His kindnefs I will therefore return through life, in every 
initance which falls within my power. © This is the principle: It 
isy im fhort, gratitude; a principle, deftitute of which, in focial 
intercourfe, the world itfelf fearce allows to any perfon more than 
the name of a man, . Such is the idea univerfally entertained of 
ingratitude to a friend, a benefactor, a mafter, a parent, a prince. 
But does ingratitude, then, change it’s nature, and put off it’s de- 
formity, when: the obje& is the bef of friends, the moft gene. 
rous of benetattors, the moft indulgent of matters, the tendereRt 
of parents, and the moft gracious of princes?’, Gop has made 
us, and re‘eemed us; he has given grace, and promiled glory, 
He afks no other return, but that we love him; and, as we can 
bring no advantage to hit by fo doing, that we transfer fuch love, 
: eee ry oie i) oe 
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for his fake, to our brethren ; and he places it to his own account. 
In,thefe circumftances, if. we love not them, we cannot be deem- 
ed to love him. ‘In the whole compafs of our knowledge there 
exifts not, furely, a truth, which, while it {peaks fo warmly to | 
the human heart, approves itfelt fo completely to the human un- 
derflanding. ’ ' 

2. The motive is likewife pure. It originates from all that js 
Jiberal, generous, and noble, in the foul of man. It has been 
faid, there is a reward promifed; and therefore it is mercenary. 
-But they who fay this'feem not fufficiently to have confidered the 
mature of the reward.. I love my friend, and defire; of ‘courfe, 
cto be with him, to enjoy his company and converfation, and to 
dive in his prefences: In all this there is nothing mercenary, no- 
thing fenfual, or felfifh *. ~ Of fuch a kind is the reward promifed 
‘by our heavenly Friend. The defire of itis no fign of the de- 
-pravity, but of the exaltation and perfeétion of our fouls. The 
-body: mdeed :will have it’s fhare, ‘but not ini it’s prefent ftate. It 
-will be fpiritnalized ; by the working of en Almighty Power, ‘able 
-to fubdue-all things to itfelf ; inwill ‘be changed into the fame 
Image, from, ones degree of ‘glory to'another, end fafhioned like 
_unto,that of it’s great Saviour and'Redeemer. The reward is in- 
itelle€tual and divine ;-and would: be no reward'to a perfon who 
was not-himfelf; become fo. The motive therefore, notwithftand- 
ing the reward, is as pure as it is rational. 2 petentesi 
|g. And it is a8*permanent as itis pure. © Is vanity our motive 
for charitable a&ions:?> It may ceafe. (Is worldly intereft ? It 
i fail. Is fafhion? » It may vanifh away. Is.a feéling“Of com- 
paflion and fympathy ? Such temperaments may change, and 
often do fo, But the argument deduced from the love of ‘God 
towards us can never fail, any more than that love on which it is 
founded. It meets us, when we arife in the morning, and when 
“we go to our.repofe at night; when we behold the heavens, and 
the earth, and all the hofls of them, ferving our neceflities,; and 
miniftring to our enjoyments ; when we find ourfelves furrounded 
by our families and. our friends; when we go out, and when we 
come in; when we hear from his bleffed word the hiftory of thofe 


_- wonderful works that he has wrouglit, and of the felicity he has 


prepared for’ usin another world, when this in which we how 
‘dive thall be paffed. away, and gone into perdition. Often as.we 
acknowledge thefe favours, and praife him for the mercy which 
endureth for ever, the queftion fhould occur, How can I acknow- 
ledge them, -with what face can I praife him for them, if, after fo 
much given, | am not ready, upon this principle, to give to 
others? Verily, our praifes, as well as our prayers, will rife up 
in the judgment againft us, and condemn us. --- No--- if we. 
_ hope for final aceeptance with our God, let us always, in our life 
‘and at our death, remember “If God fo loved us, we ought alfo - 
~ * to love one another.” oe 
* “The felf-love, which aims at the rewards of anotherife, is perfe&ly con- 
_.  fiftent with focial; the rewards being promifed to thole only who love their 
_ § neighbours as themfelves.” © . : Anecdote 


[ $56" J 
Anscnots of the late General Putnam, of Pomfret, in the 


Province of Conne@icut, ‘North America: From the Life 
of the General, by Colonel Hamphries. 


* COON after Mr. Putnam removed to Conneéticut, the 

wolves, then, very numerous, broke into his theep-fold, 
and killed feventy fine fheep and goats, befides wounding many 
lambs and kids. This havoc-was committed by a-fhe-wolf, which, 
with her annual.whelps, had for feveral years infefted the vicinity. 
The young were commonly. deftroyed by the vigilance of the hun- 
ters, but the old: one was too fagacious to come within reach of 
gun-fhot ; upon being clofely purfued, fhe would generally fly to 
the weftern woods, and return the next winter. with ‘another htter 
of whelps. qin 


. This wolf, at length, became fuch am intolerable nuifance, that 
Mr. Putnam entered into a combination with five of his neigh- 
bours, to hunt alternately until they could deftroy her. Two, by ro- 
tation, were to be conflantly in purfuit.; It was known, that, hav- 
ing loft the toes from the. foot, by a fteel trap, fhe made one 
track fhorter than the other., By this veftige, the purfuers re- 
_cognized, in a light fnow, the route of this pernicious animal. 
Having followed her. to ConneQicut river,:and found fhe had 
turned back in a dire& courfe towards Pomfret, ' they immediately 
returned, and by ten the next morning the blood-hounds had 
driven her into.a den, about three miles diftant from the houfe of 
Mr. Putnam: the people foon colle@ed with dogs, guns, ftraw, 
fire and fulphur, to attack the common enémy.. With this appa- 
~-ratus feveral unfuccefsful efforts were made to force her from the 
be ‘The hounds.came back badly wounded, and refufed to re- 
turn. . Tlie fmoke, of blazing ftraw had ‘no effet. Nor did'the ~ 
fumes of burnt brimflone, with which the cavern was filled) com. 
pel. her to quit the retirement,, Wearied with ‘fuch fruitlefs at. 
tempts (which ‘had brought the time to.ten o'clock at night) Mr. 
Putnam tried once more to make his dog enter, but in vain; he 
propofed to his negro man to go down into the cavern and fhoot | 
the wolf : the negro declined the hazardous fervice. Then it was 
_ that their mafter, angry at the difappointment, and declaring that 
he. was alhamed to have a.coward in his family, refolved himfelf 
- to deflroy the ferocious beaft, left fhe fhould efcape through fome 
unknown fiffure of the rock. His neighbours ftrongly remonftrated 
againit the perilous enterprize: but he, knowing that wild animals 
were intimidaed by fire, and having provided feveral {trips of 
birch-bark, the only combuflible material which he could obtain, 
that would afford light in this deep and darkfome cave, prepared 
for his defeent. Having, accordingly, divefted himfelf of his. 
_ coat and waiftcoat, and having.a long rope faftened round his legs, 
by which he might be pulled back, at a concerted fignal, he en- 
tered head foremoft, with the blazing torch in his hand, 5 fig Se 
| The aperture .of the den, on the eafl fide of a very high eee, 
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ef rocks, is about two feet fquare ; from thence it defcends ob- 
hquely fifteen feet, then running horizontally about ten more, it 
afcends gradually fixteen feet towards its termination. The fides 
of this fubterraneous cavity are compofed of fmooth and folid 
rocks, which feem to have been divided from each other by fome 
former earthquake. The top and bottom are alfo of ftone, and 
the entrance, in winter, being covered with ice, is exceedingly 
flippery, It is in no place high enough for a man to raife himfelf 
upright: nor in any part more than three feet in width. 
Having groped his paffage to the horizontal part of the den, the 

moft terrifying darknefs appeared in front of the dim circle of 
light afforded by his torch. It was filent as the houfe of death, 
None but monfters of the defert had ever before explored this fo- 
litary manfion of horror. He, cautioufly proceeding’ onward, 
came to the afcent; which he flowly mounted on his hands and 
knees, until he difcovered the glaring eye-balls of the wolf, wha 
was fitting at the extremity of the cavern. Startled at the fight of 
fire, fhe gnafhed her teeth, and gave a fullen growl. As foon as 
he had made the neceffary difcovery, he kicked the rope as a fig- 
‘nal for pulling him-out. The people, at the mouth of the den, 
who had liftened with painful anxiety, hearing thé growling of . 
the wolf, and fuppofing their friend to be in the moft imminent 

danger, drew him forth with fuch celerity, that his fhirt was ftrip- 
‘ped over his head, and his fkin feverely lacerated.. After he had 

adjufted his cloaths, and loaded bis gun with nine buck-fhot, hold 
_ing a torch in one hand, and the mufquet in the other, he defcend- 

ed a fecond time. When he drew nearer than before, the wolf, 

afluming a ftill more fierce and terrible appearance, howling, . 
rolling .her eyes, {napping her teeth, and dropping her head be- 

tween her legs, was evidently in the attitude, and on the point of 

{pringing at him. At the critical inftant he levelled and fired at 

her head. Stunned with the fhock, and fuffocated with the fmoak, 

he immediately found himfelf drawn out of the cave. But hay- 

ing refrefhed himfelf, and permitted the {moak to diffipate, he 
-went down the third time, Once more he came within fight of 
the wolf, who appearing very paflive, he applied the torch to her 
- nofe ; and perceiving her dead, he took hold of her ears, and then 
kicking the rope ({ftill tied round his legs) the people above, with 

no {mall exultation, dragged them both out together. 
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Refleftions on the. Wispom of Gon difplayed in the Connec- 
_ tion between the different parts of Nature. $ 


_ § all the members of the human body together form one 
A whole, which is conftruéted and planned with infinite wife 
dom; fo alfo the different fpecies of natural produftions, are fo 
many members, of which the fupreme Wifdom has compofed 
one perfe€t WHOLE. It requires but little aitention to be con- 
a 2 pa vinced 
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yvinced, that. every thing in Nature is linked-together.. It'is evi- 
dent, that the feveral forts of mineral earths, nourifh and preferve 
“the vegetables, without which the animals could not fubfift. Fire, 
water, and “air, are indifpenfably neceflary,for the prefervation of 
this terreftrial world. This,forms an indifloluble bond between all 
the. beings of which our globes compofed. But what lefs than 
boundlefs Wifdom could. combine together fuch infinite multinudes 
of different fubftances, and form them into one? Wat bur that 
could link together fo many millions of,.different creatures, in 
{ach a manner, that they fhould ferve for the fubfiftence of each 
other. That we may not be loft in this immenfe ocean, the Crea- 
tion, let us only dwell on the fubje&t of our globe, which 
makes fo {mall a part of it. From the wifdom we thall difcover 
in this, we may form a judgment of the whole Univerle. Let 
us, at prefent, only refle&t on what we have before your eyes, and ~ 
examine the animal kingdom, in refpeft to its conne€tion with the - 
reft of nature; and if we confider the wants common to all ani- 
mals, we cannot avoid being {truck with the admirable harmony 
there is vifible in it. Warmth, air, water, light, all thefe things 
are abfolutely indifpenfable to the prefervation of all creatures. 
But there muft.be a juft proportion of them. The too much or 
too little would be equally huriful, and would turn nature into 
chaos. A degree more in the univerfal heat would deftroy every 
living creature. For if our earth, taken in the whole, fhould re- 
ceive more of the fun’s heat, the fummer, in every climate, muft 
confequently be hotter than itis ai prefent. Experience tells us, 
that in all countries, the, heat is fometimes fo great, that if it were 
to increafe, or to laft longer, men and animals would die, and 
the plants. would wither and perifh. On the other hand, if we 
had lefs heat, it. would be as bad; fince even as it is, the cold is 
fometimes fo fevere, that animals are in danger of being frozen, 
and do often die of cold. The earth, then, receives the precife 
degree of the fun’s heat which is proper for all creatures, and an 
other would be fatal. There is the fame juft proportion in the 
_air. The rifing of the vapours depends chiefly on the weight of 
the air, and the rain on its lightnefs. Now, if the air was not to 
condenfe and to rarify by turns, and become fometimes heavier 
and fometimes lighter, we fhould not have the variety of tempera- 
ture fo neceffary for the vegetation of plants, and-confequently. 
for the fupport of animals. It the air was in general heavier than 
‘it. is, it would be more loaded with vapours, clouds, and fogs ; 
and from thence it would be wet, unwholefome, and hurtful i 
plants and animals, If, on the contrary, it was lighter, the va- 
pours could: not rife, nor colleé-into clouds, It is the fame in 
every thing. Nature always obferves a proper medium; ands 
all the elements are regulated in the manner beft adapted for the 
prefervation of animals, fo are they in perfeé harmony with all. 
~ ether, natural things, | vb) SES hich ae a ein i 
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The air not only produces thofe variations of temperature which 
are fo effential, but is alfo the origin of found. It has been ap- 
propristes to our ear; and hére again appears admirable wifdom. 

or if the air was more or lefs elaftic, if it was more or lefs thick, 
the ear would fuffer by it greatly. The foft and pleafing voice of 
man would refemble claps of thunder, or the hiffing of ferpents. 
‘The air contributes alfo to the circulation of the blood, it pene- 
trates into the very {malleft veins. If it was thicker, its force 
-would break every thing ; if it was thinner, it would a& too feebly. 
“There are a thoufand other conneétions that different beings have 
With the air, and yet it has all the properties which each requires. 
Now, if we confider that many millions of {pecies of plants and 
anunals have all of them occafion for air, heat, and light; that 
,each. {pecies differs from the others, and has its peculiar conftitu- 
.tion ; that it is. weaker or ftronger than others: and yet that the 
elements agree equally with ali, and fupply their different wants; 
fhall we not acknowledge, that. boundlefs WispomM, to which . 
nothing. is difficult, muft have formed this admirable connegtion 
and harmony between fo many different Beings? In a word, 
every thing in nature is formed by exaét rules, and defigned for 
certain purpofes. Not only the trees which rife fo majettically, 
“the plants fo varied, the fertile meadows, the horfe fo ufeful to 
“us, the flocks which feed us, the mines which fupply us with or- 
Nnaments and riches, the fea which furnifhes our tables with exqui- 
fite fith, and conveys us from one region to another, not only. 
“thefe paris of the creation, but even the very mofs, the little fhell. 
~fith and infeéts, contribute to the perfeétion of the whole. 


Almighty Be1nc! Creator and preferver of all things,! can 
we contemplate thefe objeéis without thinking of Thee, and ad- 
miring thy wifdom? Whithout Thee, all would be darknefs, con. 
“fufion, diforder! There would be neither conneétion, harmony, 


_ nor pleafure upon. earth. 


2 -one pleafe his neighbour for his good to edification : 
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The Duty of thofe who are firong in Faith towards weak and 
_poor Believers, and Backfliders. 


| A J E ought, (fays the great Apoftle) to bear the infirmities 
«VV. of the weak, and not to pleafe ourfelves. Let every 


Many are 


- «felf-willed, they will walk to the utmoft of their liberty, and if 


others be-offended, they litile care. But what faith the Apoftle ? 


-%, Knowledge puffeth up, but Charity edifieth.” ‘ A firm and 


_ , full knowledge of our liberty in things indifferent (faith a learned 
man) if it be feparated from Charity, is apt to fwell the mind 
, with pride, and- make men to. defpife, doubting and ferupulous 
_«dprethren ; but: Charity is careful to avoid what may {tumble the 
weak, and caufe them to fall into fin, and therefore © judge this 


-yather, that no man put a ftumbling-block, or o¢cafion to fall in~ 
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his brother’s way.” ‘* Haft thou faith, concerning the lawfulnefs of 
things indifferent ? (for of them the Apoftle fpeaks) “ have it un- 
to thyfelf before God,” make not a vain publication thereof,’ to 
the grieving, or ftumbling the weak, who may by thy example, 
even againft confcience, ufe thie fame liberty : and fo “ through 
thy knowledge fhall thy weak brother perifh,” i. e. thy ufing this 
liberty hath a tendency to deftroy him, We may think this is no 

reat matter: But the fame apoftle informs us, that we hereby 
fin againft Chrift and deflroy the work of God, the foul of. our 
brother, and no man on earth can privilege us from the wrath of 
God, if we “ deftroy them with our meats (with the ufe of our 
liberty) for whom Chrift died ;” and therefore the apoftle profeff- 
eth, “If meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no fleth, 
while the world ftandeth, left I make my brother to offend.” O! 
that men were fo humble as Paul: But alas! All men feek their 
own things: If they are fatisfied concerning the lawfulnefs of the 
‘things, they look no farther: They little mind the Souls of their 
brethren; but are fecuring themfelves fome outward peace, and 
earthly advantages. Few naturally care for the good of others, 
tor the glory of God, and the edification of their brethren. 


How are chriftians valued and preferred by externals, rather 
_ than by internals? By outward honours and privileges, rather 
than by their graces? ‘They,who fhould have moft of our love 
and refpect, have leaft. A rich formalift’s company is more prized, 
than.an humble, mortified, poor Chriftian’s, The mifcarriage 
that was in the apoftles’ days, is defcended to this age, ‘‘ My bre- 
thren, have not the faith of our Lord Jefus Chrift,the Lord of glory, © 
_ with refpeét of perfons.” | How are men’s judgments blinded by 
external .glory, fo that a litile in a great, rich, honourable man, 
is counted much; and much grace in a poor man is defpifed, 
- over-looked, and ‘accounted but little? They do not value men ~ 
by their eminency in grace, but on account of their parts and - 
worldly endowments ; as if gold did fet men off more than grace. 
' Wher you fhould fix your affeGtions, where you fee moft grace, - 
you are taken where you fee either moft of the world, or moft | 
gifts, good-breeding, prudence, or learning. This having men’s” 
perfons in admiration, oyer-reverencing them for worldly things, 
is a great difparagement to the grace of God, as if riches were 
more excellent than teligion. ‘ My brethren! If there-come 
into your affembly a man with a gold ring, and there cometh alfo 
a poor man in vile raiment, and you have refpe& to him that 
‘weareth the gay cloathing, are ye not partial in yourfelves?”.? Have 
not youmade a difference, a difference unio on carnal ref{pe&ts, 
and not upon folid reafon? “ Are not ye become judges of evil 
thoughts?” Have not you made your, judgment a. fuch perfons, 
according to the di€tate of our own evil thoughts, and not ac- 
cording to the rule of the word?-O! how feldom do we value 
and refpett as God doth? Let rich mem be fick, what ado is 
eeree. us ee oe Se ae acer 
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there; what running to them; what fending after them; what, 
endeavours to comfort them? But O! how are the poor of the 
church defpifed ? ‘Little fending to them, though they want necef- 


faries for their bodies, in the time of their vifitation, and their 


fouls are ready to fink, for want of a word in feafon. Your 
frequent vifiting of fome, when under God’s hand, and feldom 
reforting to others, when in the fame extremity, evidenceth, that 


you de/prfe the poor. 

2. How do they who count themfelves Chriftians, who have 
had great acquaintance with Chrift and his ways, who have had. 
Jong experience of Chrift’s fweetnefs, and Satan’s deceits, keep « 
by themfelves, with the negleét of the lambs, of them who know 
little of the mind of God ? Whereas all grace is given to edify 
the body of Chrift, The eye is not for itfelf, but for the blind 
members, to lead them in paths of righteoufnefs. Our care 
fhould be like God’s ; his care is for the Jeaft of his creatures, as 
well as for the greateft. Chrift did not will the falvation of one 
more than another. He died equally for all; all believers ftand 
alike juftified through the blood of Chrift; Chrift knocks at the 

oor man’s door, as well as the rich; if Chrift makes any dif- 

erence, it is in this, the poor weak Chriftian hath more expref- 
fions of his love and affe&tion, than the ftrong have. He fhews 
mott pity to the greateft objeéts of pity, to thole that are in greateft 
want: I wifh there were more of this among Chriftians. It is 
lamentable to fee how little honour is befiowed upon the weaker 
veffels, and how few there are to be found, that carry the lambs 
in their bofoms (next their hearts) and gently lead thofe that are 
with young. 

g. We ought to fhew the greateft compaffion to fallen brethren, 
To fuch as are overtaken with a fault, yea with many ? We 


' fhould labour to pull the brands, that are half burnt, out of the 


fire: To fave ourfelves this labour, we deem them caft-aways ;. as 


if there were no hope of their reftitution and falvation, we never 


more look after them. We carry it, asif we held, that fins com- 


_ mitted after converfion were unpardonable. Art thou a ftranger 


to thy own heart ? If not, thou knoweft God pitieth thee, though 
thou falleft; and it ill becomes thee, who haft been fo often 


helped out of the deep ditch, to deny help to thy brother that 
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lies there, and perhaps will perifh, if none be more merciful 
than thyfelf. ee: there no folemn engagements upon thy foul 
towards thy neighbour? Will not God take thee by the throat for 
‘thy unmercifulriefs ? “ O thou wicked fervant, I forgave thee all 
thy debt, becaufe thou defiredft me: Shouldit not thou have had 


_ compaffion upon thy fellow-fervant, even as I had pity on thee ?” 


Verily, the Lord is wroth with you, and if this be not amended, 


46 He will deliver you to the tormentors, ‘till you pay all that is 


‘due unto him.” ©! repent 6f this. Many are departing from 
their former profeffion, fome of them are become fcandalous: 
- £x CS Eee Their 
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Their fits will lie at our doors, and their blood too, if we thro” 
unfaithfulnefs, or thro’ negligence, or thro’ fainting, endeavour 
not to reftore them. “ Ye which are fpiritual, reftore fuch an 
one.” Are ye all carnal ; are noné of you fpiritual? If there bé 
one, here is work for him, as he will anfwer the contrary at 
his peril. ; 
4. On how infafficient accounts do many withdraw from the 
communion of their brethren? What, have not they read, oF 
heard, “ Forfake not the affembling of yourfelves together, as 
the manner of fome is?” It was then dangerous not to feparate 5, 
but it was more dangerous to feparate: Not to feparate was dan- 
_ gerous to the outward man ; but to feparate was dangerous to the 
inward man. It is no wonder to hear an houfe is robbed, that 
flands: alone from neighbours. ‘“* Two are better than’ one.” 
The church of God is compared to a city ; the weaker walls of . 
the houfes therein would never endure a bluftering wind ; but by 
their ‘neighbourhood and contiguity, they fuccour each other ; 
But when one ftands alone, the next news you may expeét to hear 
of, is a fall. 
To th EDITOR: 
My Dear Frierd, London, September 19th, 1796. 
ie is too. evident that Deifm exceedingly prevails in the prefent 
age, and that praétical Atheifm isthe natural fruit of it. Many.” 
‘there are who feem to take pleafure in reafoning Gop out of the 
world, and who would be glad to make mankind believe, that he 
‘does not concern himfelf in the fmalleft degree, with the affairs 
of his creatures. For a ferious Chriftian to acknowledge any 
extraordinary interpofition of God in anfwer to prayer; or to — 
believe any thing which cannot be accounted for, from natural 
caufes, is, in this age of infidelity, accounted downright enthi- 
fiafm. But if this be deemed enthufialm, To acknowledge God 
in all our ways, to fee his kind and gracious hand in all his cons 
du€t towards us, whether with refpeé to our body or our foul, 
I moft devoutly pray, that the Lord, may confirm and eftablith 
me in this fort of enthufiafm, fo that I may live and die under 
the influence'of it. This being. my judgment, and believing 
you to be of the fame mind, you will have no objé€tion to intent 
the following narrative in the Arminian Magazine. ad me 
_ In meeting the claffes this quarter, a very ferious and fenfible 
man gave the following account, which feveral perfons who met 
in the fame clafs, bore witnefs to the truth of, from their own 
knowledge: I therefore defired him to write it down, as I con- 
ceived we ought to be of the fame mind with the Pfalmift, who 
repeatedly cries out, * O that men would praife the Lorp for his 
goodnefs, and declare the wonderful works which he doth for th 
_ children of men,” i ot aoe 4 
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The account which the perfon has given-nie, in his own hand, 
is as follows : 


“ On Thurfday the 11th, of Auguft 1796, I felt a violent pain 
in my ftomach; to remove which I-tried feveral things in vain. 
On Sunday the 14th, I began to fwell; and on the 18th, L was 
fatisfied that my complaint was a dropiy, from this circumftance, 
that if I preffed with my finger upon any part of my body, the 
impreffion remained fora confiderable time. Olne of. our friends 
advifed me to ufe a milk diet, which I did, and continue to do. 
On Sunday the gift, a few of our friends fpent fome time in 
prayer with me. One of them faid, “ I found. great: liberty in 
** prayer for you in my family: neverthelefs, as we ought to. 
** make ufe of every lawful means for our recovery from ficknefs, 
** Ladvife you to goto Dr. Hawes’s in Spittle-{quare, to. morrow 
“* morning, who gives advice to poor people at eight o’clock.” 


After our friends were gone, I foun@!much nearnefs to God in 
private prayer, yet not without the buffetings of Satan, who fug- 
gefted to my mind, “ The dropfy is incurable and it is down- 
right enthufiafm to expe& the Lord to work miracles.” Yet from’ 
the confideration of the Lord’s former mercies to me, together 
with the ftrong defire I felt to believe that he would even grant 
me my requeft in this inftance alfo, I continued in prayer, or 
rather in a fort of filent waiting upon the Lord. My mind was’ 
in an heavenly frame, and I had a clear view of the wonderful 
works of God, efpecially of his love manifefted in the redemptiow 
of mankind. 


The next morning at eight o’clock, I went to Dr. Hawes’s, — 
and found he was juit gone to the country for three weeks. In - 


-returning home, I clearly faw that all human help was entirely cut 
__ off, and this bleffed word, (a word which I hope I thall never for- 
fet;) came to my mind with wonderful power, and continued 


with’ me all the ay “ Fefus Chrift, maketh thee whole.” 1 - 
ie 


found power to believe that he would; and refolved to look to 
him alone for help. I obferved at night that the {welling was 
much abated, and about Thurfday it was intirely gone. Three or 
four days after, I caught a bad cold, fo that I nearly loft my voice, 
but the Lerd again mercifully healed me by applying thefe words 
to my mind, “* Who healeth all thy difeafes.” 1 am now, 


through the mercy of God, quite well, and able to work for my.’ 


daily bread: Bleffed be the name of the Lord for his abundant 


goodnefs,” . 

“Why fhould any Chriftian be afhamed toconfefs Curist 
before mien? I can fee no fufficient reafon. Rather let us fay, 
with the Pfalmift, to all our brethren, “ O Let your fongs be of 
him, and praife bim, and Jet your talking be of all his wouderous 
1 CPN Se ie eee ie | 
Yam yours affeftionately, = = J. PAWSON. 
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: A snort Accounr or JOHN MARTIN. | 
. E was born in Ireland, probably in Dublin ; for his parents 

‘were unknown, and be was carried, when an infant, to the 
Foundling-Hofpital in that city... A ‘widow lady coming to the 
hofpital took a liking to the child, on account of the name’ which ; 
was given him, and had him taken from the Hofpital. When 
his age admitted it, fhe put him to fchool, as though he had been 
her own fon. John was not infenfible of this kindnefs, but often. 
prayed for his benetaétrefs. =. 

The lady’s eldeft fon being fick, was fent to Buxton for reCcO-= 
very of his health, accompanied by John, but it being the time of 
the American war, he was imprefled to ferve on board a fhip of 
war. .Whether he efcaped from that fhip, I am not certain, but 
he was impreffed a fecond time, and was three times a prifoner in 
France during the war. How long he continued in the fea fervice 
after the war was over, I cannot tell; but I judge it was not long, 
and by, that time I apprehend the kind lady who took him from 
the foundling bofpital, might be dead; and perhaps her fon alfo, © 
or it is very likely he would have returned to them. It 1s a pity 
we can but obtain a very fhort account of what happened during 
the time he was in the King’s fervice, for as he was taken prifoner 
ahree times he muft have been in feveral engagements, and 
confequently in many dangers. However, being quite weary 
of the fea, and coming to Liverpool, he bound himf{elf appren- 
tice to a merchant, and afterwards married. Being out of employ- 
ment, an impreffion was made upon his mind, that — Provi- 
dence would provide a better place for him; and he told his wife 
he would go to Bolton, which he did accordingly’: and here he 
found provifion both for his prefent and eternal wants. He came 
to hear the word in the Methodift Chapel, and found it ufeful 
to him; but was not deeply awakened.: However, one evenin 
as he was walking by himfelf, he was feized with fuch powerful’ 
convictions as brought him to his knees, One of the fociety ob- 
ferved him conftantly to attend the preaching, invited him toa 
clafs meeting.. He embraced the offer very thankfully, which 
proved a real blefling to him ; and when he received his firft ticket, 
he likewife received a clear fenfe of the pardoning Love of Gop. 
He was generally very happy in his clafs,and very lively in prayer. - 
He frequently recited with a thankful heart, the many de- 
liverances which he had received, both by fea and land. ' 

His chriftian deportment was fuch as became the profeffion’ 
which he made, filling up every relative ftation, fo as to give no. 
juft caufe of offence to either Jew or Gentile, or the church of 
' which he wasa member, The two laft times he was at his clafs, he: 

had fuch amazing power in prayer as aftonithed all who were prefent, 

His laft ficknets, which was a confumption, made a rapid pro- 
grels, carrying him off in about ten weeks; during which time 
he was often harraffed with the temptations of Satan: but he’ 
fought the good fight of faith ; fo that however hard he was befet, 
or. 
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or however heavy he might be, when any of his brethren came to 
‘fee him, they always left him rejoicing in Gop his Saviour. His® 
leader one morning, going to fee him, John, faid tohim, “I 
** know you was praying for me laft night; for I felt fo much of 
** the love of Gop as I cannot exprefs it to you.” =~ 
During the laft week of his life he was exceeding comfortable, 
and more efpecially the two laft days, and fo he continued till 
Saturday morning, Ottober 12, 1794, when he departed to 
** Where congregations ne’er break up, and Sabbaths never 
end.” ; T. Tay or, ° 
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LETTER rrom Miss R——, ro Mr. T. T. 


Dear Sir, September 25, 1777. 
ie my fincere thanks for your truly chriftian and pro- 


fitable letter. The many gracious feafons we have had to- 
gether, while your lot was caft in this part of the Lord’s vineyard, 
induced me to wifh you had been placed nearer us than Stafford- 
fhire; but our heavenly FatHer’s Will is beft. My foul thall 
praife Him forall the animating profpeéts I have had of the New 
Jerufalem, while fitting beneath your miniftry ; and if my.prayers 
avail at the gracious throne, fhowers of bleffings fhall daily de- 
fcend on my dear friend, and the dear partner of his days: I often 
think of you and am bleft in praying for you, and fhould the 
Lord longer {pare me a probationer on mercy’s ground, I hope 
you will often favour me with all the advice, inftruétion, or re 
proofs, you judge neceflary. It isa bleffing we can think aloud, 
and tho’ diftant in body, convey our fentiments to each other. 
_. Help me all you can to glorify my gracious Lord, for his love is 
without either bottom or fhore. I cannot tell you one tenth part 
of what he daily does for an unworthy, worm. Glory be unto” 
God for ever. Since I faw you, He has lifted me up from the 
gates of death, and feems as if He meant to give ‘to life a 
Gecnwer thread.” I am perfeétly refigned; I am not my own. He to 
- whom I now belong, has an undoubted right do with me whatfoever 
leafeth Him. ‘* To live is Chrift, and to die will be my eternal 
gain;” all the dealings of God with me havé manifefted, “ Love 
g Chikcart end, and without meafure grace ;” and none more fo than 
this laft. It was a difpenfation big with mercy. And tho’ my 
- Lord hath: bid me for a, little while, put out to fea again, Iam 
determined through grace, to live a tenant at will: Soon He 
‘will take me into the eternal harbour. I ftill bear in my earthly 
~ frame the tokens of mortality ; my complaints are all abundantly 
better tho’ very few of them entirely removed; but in this refpe& 
Tam without carefulnels; oe ‘ 
“ My days are His due; Be they many ar few, 
“¢ They all are devoted to Him.” 
sh I have 
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Lhbave but.one defire, that is to glorify my gracious Lord .in 
time, and through the revolving ages of eternity : If thisis but 
accomplifhed, 1 am fully faisfied. Life is the feed timeO! 
-that Imay.employ and improve it all for Gop, then fhall.I- 
through one eternal day reap the bleffed harveft. Indeed 
my foul often anticipates its future heaven. .In my Maifter’s 
fervice I feel a fure and prefent reward..,O how good is Gop! 
He keeps me by His own almighty ,.pawer, and tho’ my. enemies 
often fight agaioft me, yet they do not, prevail. I am fometimes 
clofely tried, but glory be to the Lord, conftantly kept. My 
heart does ftand taft, believing in the God of Ifrael, and fears 
none of the evil tidings which-at times Satan brings. The Lord 
hath faid, ‘as thy day-is, fo fhal! thy ftrength be.” By the fhield 
of Faith, and the Sword of the Spirit, my enemies are put ta 
flight, arid: my foul remains in conftant peace, and -perfeét tran- 
-quility, beneath the mild goverment ofthe Parnes of Peace. 
Lately Ihave peculiarly. felt. the force, of thofe words of-our 
Lord, ‘Abide in) me.” ) He) gives me»power to:obey the {weet, 
the ‘delightful -command; I abide in» my. beloved, Lord as the 
‘branch abides in the vine, and from Him is my fruit found.. 


‘We have had Mr. ‘A , and he was much efteemed; the 
shaving fo acceptable -a- preacher feems to reconcile the people an 
“general to the lofs of- thofe ‘who -were-defervedly dearto them, 
¥ hope: fifter B , will be ufefal ;*herintention,’ Il-believe, is 
‘upright, and when this is the: cafe-we bear with many things. 
‘Brother B ——— is well received: “I hope we *fhall- have:a good 
year. .O! may ‘the cotds ‘of ‘Zion be lengthened and herftakes 
ftrengthened. May we “fee the church profperousbelow and 


“fhare in her felicity.” 


I -hope my dear Friend will fee im his Circuit what thall fweeten , 
Yall’ his toil, and add frefh matter of praife to our God and King. 
They that turn many to righteoufnefs {hall fhine as the’ ftars for 
‘ever and ever.” ° Many, very: many are the exercifes a faithful 
‘mintiter of the Gofpel meets with; againft fuch the powers of 
‘darknefs “are all in arms ; and where our common foe cannot de- 
‘ftroy; he endeavours to torment : but how animating ‘the words of . 
‘our Lord, “ Lo I am with you always, even unto the end: This 
you prove, O may our gracious Redeemer ftill more abundantly 
‘fhow himfelf {trong in your behalf May He fill you with Faith, 
and-with the Holy Spirit: May you fink into all the depths of 
humble’ Love, and wherever you go, may the found ‘of your 
“Mafter’s feet be heard bebind you: And at laft may an abundant 
entrance be adminiftered to you, and all the children God hath 
given you, into the realms of eternal day. ay) aOR, 


P. S. On Wednefday morning the 17th, Mr. —— the furgeon, 
was feized with the gout'in his head. On their talking of fend- 
ing' for Dr. ——, he faid, * fend for nobody : no one can do me 
good but Jefus Chrift.” Soon after’this, he was:deprived of both 
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ipeech and hearingsand on Saturday the oth, went to givé an ae” 
count of thé deeds done in’ the body. I truft this awful ftroke 
will be fanétified to. fome. of his family,» Mrs.— bas oftén pro- 
mifed God, when things” were in her power fhe would be wholly 
his: May the remember the vows fhe has made; and may we all 
learn what divine Wifdom means to'teach'us by every fuch inflance 
of mortality. : 


The Omnidrence of GOD. 


FE AR hence, ye vifionary charming maids, 

Ye fancied nymphs that haunt the Grecian fhades ! 
Your birth who from conceiving fi@ion drew, 
Yourfelves producing phantoms a$ untrue ; 
But come, fuperior Mufe! divinely bright, |. = 
Daughter of heav’n, whofe offspring ftill is light: 
Oh, condefcend, celeftial facred gueft! 

To purge my fight, and animate my breaft, 
hile I prefume Omnipotence to trace, 

And fing that Pow’r who peopled boundlefs fpace! 

Thou prefent wert, when forth th’ Almighty rode, ° 
While Chaos trembled at the voice of God!) : 
Thou faw’ft, when o’er th’ immenfe his line he drew, 
When Nothing from his Word exiftence knew} 
His Word, that wak’d to life the vaft profound, 
While confcious light was kindled at the found! | - 
Creation fair! furpris’d th’ angelic. eyes, 
And fov’reign Wifdom faw that all was wife! 

Him, fole Almighty, nature’s book difplays, 
Diftin& the page, and legible the rays ! 
Let the wild f{ceptic his attention throw 
To the broad horizon, or earth below ; i 
He finds thy foft impreffion touch his breaft, 
He feels the God, and owns him unconfefs’d! 
Should the ftray pilgrim, tir’d of fands and fkies, 

. In Lybia’s wafte behold a palace rife, 

Would he believe the charms from atoms wrought? 
Go, atheift, hence, and mend thy jufter thought ! 

_. What band, Almighty Archite& ! but thine, 
Could give the model of this vaft defign? 

What hand but thine adjuft th’ amazing whole ? 
And bid confenting fyftems beauteous roll ! 
What hand but thine fupply the folar light ? 


_Ever beftowing, yet for ever bright! 
What hand but thine the ftarry train array, 
Or give the,moon to fhed her bortow’d ray? 
Vou, XIX, Nov. 1796. at - What 
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Perw?wer &% 
What hand but thine the azure convex fpread ? bt 


What hand but thine compofe the ocean’s bed ? 
¢ “Ed the vaft main the fandy barrier'throw, = 
: And with the feeble curb reftraits the foe! . 
‘What hand but thine thé! wint’ry flood affuage, 
. Or flop the tempeft in it’s wildeft rage! 


Thee infinite! what finite can explore ? 
Imagination finks beneath thy pow’r; 
Thee could the ableft of thy creatures know, 


. Loft were.thy Unity, fer be were Thea! - 


Yet prefent to all fenfe thy pow’r remains, 
Reveal’d in nature, Nature’s Author reigns ! 


“In vain would error from conviGtion fly, ~ 


Thou ev'ry where art prefent to the eye? 
The fenfe how ftupid, and the fight how blind, 
That fails this univerfal treth to and f © 

Go! all the fightlefs realms of fpace furvey, — 
Returning trace the Planetary Way! — “ 
The fun that m his central glory fhines, 


~ While ev’ry planet round his orb inclines ; 


_A living world, ‘thy failing i * 


Shouldft thou withdraw thy ilfapporting aa gle ; 
* How languid nature would sfinnitind Mand’ + 6 


Then at our intermediate globe repofe, 

And view yor lunar Satellite that glows! 

Or caft along the azure vault thy eye, 

Wher golden day enlightetis all the thy ; 

Around, behold earth’s variegated feene, 

The mingling profpeéts, and the flow'ry green ; 

The mountain’s brow, the long éxtending wood, 

Or the rude rock that threatens o’er the flood! ~ 

And fay, are thefe the wild éffe&ts of chance ? — 

Oh, ftrange effe& of reas’ning ignorance ! eure 
Nor pow'r alone confefs’d in grandeur tp EY 

The glittering planet, or the painted fkies! =. 

Equal, the elephant’s or emmet’s drefs, - 

The Wifgom of Omnipotnce confefs: 

Equal, the cumbrous whale’s enermods mafs, 

With che fimall infe& in the crowded grafs; 

The mite that gambols in its acid fea, _ ie ™ 

In fhape a porpus, though a fpe: ktothee! 

Even the blue down the duthle Hiei furroutds, — 


To bim a peopled habitation fhows! _ Wexee 
Where mitlions tafte the bounty Gon beftows!: ~~ 
Great Lord of life, whofe all-controuling might 
Thro’ wide creation beams divinely bright, == 
Nor only does thy pow’r in forming fhine, 
But to annihilate, dread King! is bike echt. 
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Thy frown-the ancient realm of night reftore, 
‘And raife a blank where fyftems fmil’d betore! 
See in corruption, all-farprifing fate, ° 
How ftruggling life eludes the ftroke of fate; 
Shock’d at the fcene, tho’ fenfe averts its eye, 
Nor ftops the wondrous procefs to defery 5° 
Yet jufter thought the myftic change purfues, ~~ 
And with delight Almighty Wifdom views! © 
The brute, the vegetable world furveys, 
See life fubfifting ev’n from life’s decays’! . 
Mark. there, felf-taught, the'penfive reptile come, 
Spin his thin fhroud, and living build his tomb ! 
With confcious care his former pleafures leave, 
And drefs him for the bus’nefsof the gravef | a 
Thence, pafs’d the fhort-liv'd change, renew’d he [prings, 
Admires the fkies, and tries his filken wings} ©" 
With airy flight the infe&t roves abroad, § 97 7% 
And fcotns: the meaner earth he lately trod!) »- 
Thee, potent, let deliver’d Ifrael praife, 
And to thy name their grateful homage raife! 
Thee, potent Gad let Egypr’sidend declare, 
That felt thy juftice, awfully fevere! — 
How did thy frown lenight thé fhadow’d land » 
Nature revers’d, how own thy high command!’ 
When jarring elements thet wfe forgot, © 9 
And the fun felt thy weeeT blot! Lod 
When earth produc’d the peftilential brood,» 77 
And the foul ftream was erimfon’d into blood! » 
How deep the horrors of the awful night, 
How ftrong the terror, and how wild the fright! 
When o’er the land thy {word vindiétive pafs’d, _, 
And men and infants breath’d at once their laft, ~ 
How did thy arm thy favour’d tribes convey! _. 
The light condufting point the patent way! 
Obedient ocean to their march divide o%- 
The wat’ry wall diftin@ on either fide ; id 
While thro’ the deep the long proceffion led, 
And faw the wonders of the ooay bed} = - 
Nor long they march’d, till black’ning in the rear, 
The vengeful tyrant and his Rohinppess f. ey 
' Plunge down the fleep, the! waves t peaoaenes. : 
And whelm the threat’ning ftorm beneath the feaf 
Nor yet thy pow’r thy chofen train forfook, - 
When thro’ Arabia’s {ands their way they took 5. i 
By day thy hie be: pecteat o the fight,: —. 
Thy fiery pillar led the march by night;. 
Thy hand-amidit the wafte their, abe. fpread, 
With feather'd viands, and with heav’nly bread;., , 4 
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‘When the dry wildernefs'no-ftreams fupplied ¢ 
Guth’d from the yielding rock the vital tide! 
What limits can Omnipotence-confine ? 

What obftacles oppofe thy arm divine? 

Since ftonés and waves their fettled laws forego, . 
Since feas ‘can harden, and fince rocks can flow. ! . 


On Sinaj’s top, the Mofe with ardent wing - 
The triumphs. of Omnipotence would fing! 
When o’er its airy brow thy cloud diipley, d; 
Involv’d the nations in it’s awful fhade! °° 9+ +? 
When fhrunk the earth from thy meeting face, 
And the rock trembled 'to its rooted bales. 
Yet where thy majefty divine appear’d, 
Where fhone thy glory, and thy voice was béands > 

_-Ev’m in the blaze of: that aremenget day, 
Idolatry its impious rites could pay! _ 
Oh thame to thought ! — Thy facred throne: invade, 
And brave the bolt that ice rome its head t. 


AM 1 OF THE FLOCK? sig 


f BY the fill ream and pafture. fais” 
My feet delight to flray; * =: 
Conduéted ,by my Shepherd's care, 
He leads me all the way. haul ty! 
The footfleps of the flock I know, es, 
» And -Zion’s facred ‘hill: acaba 
Such favour does my Seviour thew, m 
‘And fuch his foverei eign will. 


Sweet and’ refrefhing «1 to. ae tale i 
The teachings of his. word A 
How welcome to.my_ Zoublele! breaft. 
The comforts thefe afford! Sb 
_ Whate’er my Lord vouchfafes ¥ impary are 
I thankfully approve: > Tmaittnon 
He bids me reft my, boding heath wrt we Sebeeet 
On eyerlafting love. Mes Bontyay 
Amidht the world’s perplexin cer ee 
I hear the Shepherd’s veitel 6 mg 
His. name is a melodious fong, ' agi hve 
That. makes my. heart. rejoices ant tag 
Hisia&ts,: his judgments, I revere, te 
His myteries adore; ; ; 
His fufferings my. glory ate hk? enys 
. * His joy my ftrength and power 7 
wal : THe joy of the Lord thall be my firength.” Ps ALMs, 
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A fhort Account of Mr. RICHARD ELLIOTT, 
Preacher of the Gofpel. 
TO THE EDITO R, 
Dear Friend, 


AS CORDING to my promife, I fend you an account 
of the Lorn’s gracious dealings with me: Should it be 


made ufeful to your numerous readers, I fhall be thankful, and 


_ fhall afcribe the praife to Gop. ‘= 


I was born in the parifh of Afhover in the county of Derby, in 
the Month of Auguit, 1768. From my childhood, at Jeaft at 


intervals, I poffeffed a degree of the fear of Gown. Sometimes . 


when I prayed, or ferioufly thought of God, I had delightful fen- 
fations, and wifhed to die and go to heaven. At other feafons, I 
was the moft vain and mifchievous creature in the world; and 
then I was terrified with the dread of death and hell. Sometimes 
I was difobedient to my: parents; but thefe ats were followed 
with diftrefs of mind,:nor could I reft until-I had retired into 
fecret, and implored pardon. When about fix years of oe 
was guilty of telling an untruth, and although it -was never di 

covered, I was extremely diftreffed for feveral days. At another 
time, I ftole a flower out of a garden, and although this remained’ 


a fecret to all, yet I could not look the owner in the face for 


feveral years after. I believe thefe inward remonftrances came 
from him who is named “ the TRUE LicHT, who enlighteneth 
every man that cometh into the world :” though I did not under- 
fiand then, on account of my great ignorance, it is probable, had 
1 been favoured with the initru@ions of fome pious perfon, I 
fhould have underftood the mind of Gop, and might confequently 
have efcaped much fin and forrow. There are but few chil- 
dren who do not feel the ftrivings of Gop’s Spirit with them, 
_and it certainly is the duty of every parent to pay the ftrifteft at- 
tention to their morals, to fet them a good example, and to che- 
zifh in them every ferious thought and good defire. 


As I grew up, my finful propenfities and religious convic- 
“tions encreafed: I frequently formed ferious refolutions, but they 
were foon broken, through temptations and the depravity of my 
‘nature: Thefe were followed with remorfe and forrow. Being 


Vot. XIX. Dec. 1796. I brought 
4 


"e 
* 


’ 


é 
- 
. 

> 


7 “— 


572 EXPERIENCE of Mr. ELLIOTT. 


brought up in the Church of England, when of a proper age E 
was confirmed. Previous to this ceremony I made *gteat prepa- 
ration, in’ending to be very good ; but the diforder that fook place 
in the chureh, (which too frequently happens on fuch ogcafions) 
deftroyed all my ferious intentions. - From this unhappy period I 
may date a life and conduG@, the remembrance of which fills me 
with forrow. Before this time my.bebaviour in general was mo- 
tal; I frequented the church, prayed, read the Bible, the Whole 
Duty of Man, Pilorim’s Progrefs, arid the Great Importance of a 
religious Life ; and had a féecret horror of fin. But now I com- 
menced acquaintance with a company of youths, whofe princi- 
ples and praétices verified thé truth ef St. Paul’s words, “ Evil 
communications corrupt good manners.” I foon became a 
proficient in vice, and equalled, if not exceeded moft of my 
céfipanions. But in the midft of ali my follies 1 was unhappy, 
And often thoroughly miferable : infomuch that I have often lett 
my companions and the party of pleafure, to retire into fome pri- 
vate place, where I have wept bitterly. sats ' 

. On cool refle@ion, I often faid to myfelf, “* What a fool I am 
** to be thus deluded! What are all thefe pleafures ?. Are they 
** not vanity in their nature, and mifery in their end? There is 
“no peace, faith iny God, unio the wicked.” Would the 
adyocates for fenfaal pleafure honeftly confefs their feelings, my 
éafe was not fingular, it was what moft of them experience, more 
or le{s. I made frequent efforts to alter my condu&t; I wept 
and prayed, and ftrove againft fin, but to little purpefe: My res 
folutions were formed in thy owa ftrength ; and were {wépt away 
peers the torrent of temptation, as chaff before the wind. _Be+ 

i 


\ 


g ignorant of human depravity, I concluded I.was.neceffitated 
to fin, in order to my damnation! Thefe refle€tions | filled my 
mind with blafphemods thoughts, fo that I even hated God, and 
wifhed there had been none, or that he were dethroned ! I envied 
the brute, and wifhed 1 had been a dog, or any thing, but'man:t 
I faid they are happy, they juft ftep on earth to keep  fhort watch — 
and then lie down in eVerlafting repofe. But man is miferable — 
in this life through fin and diforder, and doomed to a never-ending — 
mifery in the world to come, on account of the fins which» faté 
impelled him to commit in this world. Sometimes a th 
would dart into my mind, “ Perhaps there is mo God !, Who 
knows but the Bible: may be fabulous! a mere invention: of 
prieftcraft!”” I wifhed with my whole foul that thefe affertions: 
might prove true. This laid a foundation for future wickednefss 
and opened the floodgates to all the blafphemous thoughts infes _ 
parable from infidelity. Oh! thou infulted and moft juftly: of- 
fended God! why am I not reaping the fruit of my rebellion? 
becaufe thou haft no pleafure in the death of a finner} 
ly “ Thy fovereign Grace to all extends, 9 99 5: soa 
= Immenfe and unconfin’ds)\! 294 ALA soy 
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peared to be wrapped in one devouring blaze! The Jupcs 
he on his awtul Throne formed of a fhining cloud; the. 


high. Ithought great numbers 
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_ From age to age it never ends, 
_. It reaches all mankind: 
Throughout the world its breadth is known, 
Wide as infinity, 
So wide, it never pafs’d by one, 
Or it had pafs’d by me.” . 

I remained a poor unhappy wretch uatil I became acquainted 
with true religion. In the year 1784, I became a conftant hearer 
of the Methodift Preachers, and fometimes I attended the preach 
ing of the Calvinifts: the former were made ufetul'to me; bus 
the fentiments of the otber had a tendency to render me fecure, 
Although I could never reconcile their dottrine of Abfolute De, 
crees with the perfeétions of Gop ; yet they frequently caufed me 
to entertain impious thoughts of his Being, Attributes, and Go 
vernment. In the night feafons I was often diftreffed with awinl 
dreams, or vifions; one of which I beg leave to mention. 
dreamed I was walking in a delightful meadow ; the fun was 
wheeling his courfe from the zenith to the Weftern ocean; ithe 


cerulean was intermingled with ftrokes of light refembling burs: 


nifhed filver and the blufhing tinge of purple, while the fleecy 
clouds were skirted, as it were, with gold.» The air was richly 


performed with aromatics, and a balmy fragrance breathed from | 


every fhrub. Blooming nature {miled around, while the feathered 
nations rendered the groves vocal by their charming notes, which 
the refponfive hills gave. back to ravifhed ears. In a moment 
this enchanting fcene’ was altered. The earth trembled beneath 
my feet, as if her deep foundations were fhaken; the beauteous 
colour of the heavens gave way to fable night, which filled her 
ebon throne compofed of grim clouds diftended with ftorm ; 


hur. The roaring thunders rolled in horrid peals,. rhe ot 
y 


red lightnings darted in every direGtion ; until earth and 


ad were raifed, and all mankind ftood before him, 1 thought 
the Judge rehearfed all that ever paffed through my mind, or hal 
Searels (sited in my life: my confcience, at the fame aume,, 


witneffing to the truth thereof. This was done to all. When tthe 
ne were raifed from the crowd and feated near the throne _ 


the Jadge in robes of light. The earth inftantly opened an- 
immentely wide volcano, into which the wicked, with whom .1 
found myfelf, were awfully plunged alive. Hell appeared one 
boundlefs region of burning fand, agitated with eternal ftorms. 
Yowaids’ the middle, as I thought, rolled the a fea, Or lake 
of fire, whofe fparkling billows raifed their flaming heads exceflive 
fell into this fea; and were dread> 


fully toffed on its fiery waves; their fbrieks' and cries pierced mé 


ing’ beach in all the anguith of wild defpair, A ‘fiend caine’t 
plunge me into the fire, when Jawoke. : 
DE Re 2c t . 412 Although 
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Although this was no more than a dream, yet the impreffions 
jt made on my mind were both deep and lafting. I was now de- 
termined if poffible, to efcape that place of torment ; ‘and in 
order to this, I began to ferve God in good earneft. Satan like 
a roaring lion, now came upon me with his fiery darts ; he told 
me, ‘t It is now too late, your doom is fixed; and the place 
rou have feen in your dream is to be your everlafting habitation! Z 
1 ftrove all in my power to filence thefe temptations, but being 
ignorant of the maxim which Jefus Chrift taught his followers, 
M#iamely, “« Without me ye can do nothing ;” I was frequently 
¢aptivated by fin. However I conftantly attended all the means 
of Grace, both public and private ; and was refolved of this, that 
if 1 did perifh, it fhould be in the path of duty. Iam fully per- 
fuaded AN pious refolutions were from the. Lord, from whom 
every good and perfeé gift cometh. ~cisey 

I now united with the Methodifts, whofe miniftry, with that 
of the Rev. Mr. Curfhom*, was made a great blefling to me; 
and I received much divine light. 1 daily difcovered more of 
the evils of my own heart, which was a means of humbling me, 
and deflroying that pride which is fo naturalto me. | My diflrefs 
of mind was very great, on account of fin; and although I was 
firmly perfuaded none could fave but Jefus Chrift, yet I could 
not obtain peace and joy in God, I believe the chief caufe 
was, the perplexity my mind was thrown into, by reading and 
hearing both Arminians and Calvinifts, in order to determine 
which of thefe was right. My judgment decided in favour of 
the former; but orthodoxy is not faith: and I blefs God that I 
was not permitted to ref{t in mere opinions, ‘which I fear is the 
cafe of but too many. oe 

‘In the month of January 1785, God was pleafed to permit me 
to be feverely tried with perfecuuion and temptation ; but through 
his grace I was enabled to conquer; though I have reafon ‘to Ea 
ment my not preferving a proper conduft and temper, 

I continued nearly in this ftate until July 1787, when it pleafed 
God to fpeak peace to my foul, under a fermon on Zech, ix. 12. 
I could then rejoice with joy unfpeakable and full of glory... I 
Joft thefe divine tranfports, and was again brought imto bondage, 
through morc about particular predeftination. I continued in 
this ftate until November following. At that time I was in great 
diftrefs.of mind, and affli@ed in body; but God, who is rich in 
mercy, fhewed me bis favour, under a.fermon on Micah vii. 18. 


* Mr. Cursnom, was feveral years Curate of Afhover, his labours 
were great, and crowned with much fuccefs. But fome of the leadin 
men ‘procured his expulfion, He now keeps an Academy at Sutton 
near Mansfeld, in Nottinghamfhire. Many of his enemies are called away. 
: ° ax an cae “i ner copes to the Jupce of all. Some of his 

riends are fafely landed in blifs ; where I hope they will joyfully 
come him to-his crown, Wa bi peep 


T experienced 
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J experienced what I had feldom done before; for inftead of that 
diftraftion of mind, which often prevented my profiting under 
the word, I was now calm, collefted, and filled with divine 
peace. After the fermon,.as I walked in the fields, I thought 
the creation appeared adorned with exquilite charms; all nature 
feemed replete with the Divinity. At midnight I retired to ref. 
in the {ame tranquil frame of mind; and I rofe at four in the 
morning to call on the Lord. I proftrated myfelf before him, 
confident he would blefs me with a larger meafure of peace. 
As I prayed, all my fins feemed to ftand in array before me: I 
cried, ‘* O Lord, I am damned, but Chrift hath died! ” Imme- 
diately thefe words were applied to my mind with power, “ Arife, 
fhine, for thy light is come, and. the glory of the Lord is.rifen 
pon thee.” O what joy, peace, and love filled my heart: I 
felt a love to all mankind ; and was perfuaded that Gop loved 
the whole human race; and that Jefus Chrift tafled death for 
eyery man, I could chearfully fing: 


O for a trumpet’s voice; 
On all the world to call: 
To bid their hearts rejoice 
In him who died for all ! 
For all, my Lorp was crucified ; 
For all, for all, my Saviour died! 


I blefs Gop, that, notwithftanding the various trials and 

temptations through which I have paffed, I never loft the evi- 
dence of his favour, nor doubted the univerfality of his Love to 
Mankind. I believe the Atonement of Chrift was made for all 
men. If mercy and love are effential properties in the Divine 
Nature, they are as extenfive as his Juftice, or his Truth. ‘ 
_. About this time I was much perplexed concerning the lawful. 
nefs of attending places of worthip, when the minifters were 
wicked in life, or erroneous in doétrinec. This was the cafe at 
the place where I fometimes attended. After much reading, con- 
verfation, and prayer, on the fubjeét, I was fatisfied by the: fol- 
lowing dream. ; £3 

I dreamed I was at church attending fervice; the minifter was 
reading the Litany: a fudden noife caught my attention; and 
looking towards the place from whence it proceeded, J faw a per- 
fon of bright appearance, who beckoned me with his hand. I 
followed him: He led me to the back part of the church, and de- 

fcending down a number of fteps into a cellar under the church, 
- It feemed as if the foundations of the church were removed, and 


the fuperftru@ture was now fupported upon pillars of wood, which 


were worm-eaten and rotten. 1 was much aftonifhed : My guide 
- pbferving this, faid, ‘« You fee the fituation of this foundation ; x 
and then pointing to the place by which we entered, faid “ Efcape! 

- J did {fg and fuddenly awoke, This, and a thoufand Pe 
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which have fince happened, have fatisfied me, that it is inexpedient 
for me to attend any place of worfhip,where the Gofpel is not 
preached. But I condemn no man in this matter. : 

- Another thing which affe@ted me much, was, the awful views 
which I had of the miferable condition of finners. For them I 
Gnterceded with God in mighty prayer, that he would convert 
them to himfelf. Sometimes it was powerfully imprefled on my 
mind to fpeak in public, and warn my fellow finners of their 
danger. The awfulnefs of the work, and my unfitnefs, humbled 
me into the duft, and made me decline fo arduous an employ. 
God is my witnefs, that I never fought to {peak in public; 
and could I have kept a good cenfcience, I am perfuaded, I 
fhould met have preached at all. When an ope 
offered [vufed to meet a clafs, pray in public, and_at lengtl 
gave an exhortation, . 

... The firft time I ventured to take a text, was when we were dif- 


' appointed of a travelling preacher: Iwas altogether unprepared 


both with fubje& and matter; but looking to the firong for Rrength, 
I was fuppo:ted. This was the cafe feveral times; but the Lord 
gave me favour in the eyes of the people, and fome {inners were 
brought to himfelf. I mever went.to any place unlefs requetted, 
for-fear I fhould rnn before I was fent; but divine providence 
opened my way, fo that I foon had more work than | could well 
attend. Many were awakened, and bleffed be God, fome fland 
+o this day. : 

_ In the fummer of 1790, I converfed with. Mr. WesLey on 
the fubje&t of travelling, but did not then give my confent. 


. However thro’ the folicitations of fome of the preachers, I after. 


wards complied; and at the Briftol Conference, the fame-year, 
I was appointed to Nottingham. I went with much fear and 
trembling, but the people received me with great affe&tion’; the 
bore with my weaknefs, and by every inftance of love ended 
voured to ftrengthen my hands. Unworthy as I was, the Lord 
gave me fome feals in this place, and in fome ocher paris of the 
eircuit. Es 
The next year I was ftationed at Huddersfield, whete I cons 
‘tinued two years; and tho’ unworthy, the ‘Lord gave me to fee 
his work revive, crowning my labours with fuccefs. 5 hie ade 
In 1793, 1 removed to Briftol, where I met with fome frien 
fome bleflings, and fome croffes, but all thefe have contributed t 


‘my good. The following year I laboured in Bath, the City of 


Folly and Diffipation; and I have reafon to believe with fome 
fuccefs. This year Lentered into the marriage flate, and bleffed 
‘be God, I have an help-mate indeed. 7 MGR eee 

My prefent flation is Birmingham, where’ pride, barbarifm, 
deifm, and their half ‘brother focinianifm, produce. a copious 
crop. I am endeavouring to {pread vital, rational piety ; and tho” 
fatan has fown his tares, yet region encreafes; and I troft it 
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will continue its progrefs, until the univerfe is filled with the 
celeftial leaven ; and Jefus come to gather his wheat into his 


arner; among whom | hopeI fhall be found without [pot and . 
amelefs. Yours, &c. . 
Wednelbury, RICHARD ELLIOT. «+ 


June 21, 1796. 


i a ie a 
SERMON on Mattuew XXVIII. 20. 
The Chara&ter and Encouragement of Curist’s Miniflers, 
[ Concluded from page 531.] 


Ill. Hii in the preceding part of this Difcourfe, dee 

feribed the Perfons, and their Office, to whom the great 

Promife in the text belongs, 1 now proceed, lafily, to confider the 

main part of the fubjeft, namely, The Promise, Lo, 1am with 

ou always, not now and then, but a/ways: not even with my 

 firft apoftles only, but with all my true meflengers, to the end of 
the world. 


1 would juft here premife, that this is a very ftriking proof of 
our Lorp’s Divinity ; for if he were not omniprefent, how could 
he be with his fervants always, and every where, till time fhall be 
no more? Such a prerogative can only belong to him who fills 
heaven and earth, and whofe “ eyes are in every place, behold 
ing the evil and the good.” To proceed then with the Promife. 


I. He will be with his fervants, to enlighten and inftru& them. 
Their work will need his wifdom, as it will be oftentimes perplexed 
and knotty, by the powers of darknefs, and the depravity of the 
human mind, afd the various viciffitudes of human life. Here = 

he has need to lead the blind by a way they know not, and in va- ; 
rious paths which they have not known; to make darknefs light 
fore them, and crooked things ftraight. It is highly neceflary 
hat he fhould teach them the myfteries of the kingdom of Gop, 
to make thein feribes well inftru€ted in the way to the kingdom, 
fo that they may bring forth things out of their treafury, new and 
old. But’ mark, this does not fupercede their clofeft endeavours, 

/ no means. Weare not to idle and lounge away our time under, 

‘a pretence that Chrilt will teach uss no, we are to be inflant in 
féeafon and out of feafon ; we are to give attention to reading, to 
_$feditation ; to flir up the gift of Gop within us, and then we 
may expeét our Lord will give usa right underftanding in all things. 
If he is the light, we muft walk im the light, fo fhall our path be 
@s the {hining light, which fhineth more and more to the perfect 
ay. This wifdom is not only neceffary in their ftudy and public 

selibniitfation®, for that is not half of a minifter’s duty; butin 
overning and direGting the flock; it keeping the fences in due 
pair: they have to do with’perfons of different {fates and con= 

) unk ee corde ditions, 
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ditions, tempers and difpofitions; fome tender, timerous, and 
fearful: others of a more obftinate and perverfe turn, who will 
neither lead nor drive very readily ; and yet there may be fome- 
thing good in them, which a minifter of Chrift would willingly 
preferve, fo that in the end they may be faved. 

2. He is with them to comfort them in all their tribulations and 
various trials, which they will unavoidably meet with in the courfe 
of their labours. Obferve, they are men of like paffions with 
others, and therefore havetheir own peculiar trials and tempta- 
tions to grapple with ; their own hopes and fears, joys and forrows 
dejeftions and elevations, their cloudy hours and lucid moments : 
they have likewife their own family affairs to cope with, which 
may be often very much embarraffed, # very trying circumftance 
to men of their fenfibilities ; for I prefume, no man’s feelings ‘are 
more acute than thofe whofe hearts are penetrated with a fenfe of 
divine things. Thus they have their private and domeftic difficul- 
ties to contend with, as well as others : But befides thefe, the care 
of the churches, from whente a variety of heartfelt troubles are 
fure to arife from various caufes, too numerous to particularize ; 
but which you, who have been long in the miniftry, are not igno- 
rant of. If we had only to combat with the avowed enemies of 
the crofs of Chrift, the tafk would be eafy: but we have falfe 
brethren, real hypocrites, and felf-deceivers, who will give much 
trouble and uneafinefs ; and many weak and miftaken ids who 
tho’ they mean well, yet ofter give much trouble, and like fick 
children in a family, need much nurfing. Great numbers who 
are giving way to fin and error, will certainly give pain to a true 
minifier of Jefus, and often caufe his hands to hang down, and 
his knees to wax feeble. In all which cafes, they have need of 
the cheering prefence of their Saviour, unto whom he fays, “Fear 
thou not, for I am with thee; be not difmayed, I am thy Gop: 
1 will ftrengthen thee, yea I will uphold thee with the right hand 
of my righteoufnefst.” In all their affli€tions he is afflitted, and 
walks with his fervants through the fire and thro’ the water. ma 
although they bemoan their want of fuccefs where they {pen 
much labour, yet if they Jabour faithfully it is accepted. - If 
Ifrael is not gathered, yet may the faithful minifter fay, “I thal] 
be glorious in the eyes of my Gop, and he will be my ftrength*.” 
And he is good company, like the rifing fun upon the nightly 
traveller; yea a hiding place from the wind, and like rivers of 
water in a ay place. In the world, be declares we muft have 
tribulation ; but be of good cheer, 1 have overcome the world.” 
Thus will he be with them to comfort them. te 

g- But he will be with them to fupport and ftrengthen them in 
their work ; for they need ftrong faith in many refpeéts, and a 
hope which may be as an anchor of the foul, fure and ftedfaft : 
for they will have many buffetings from fatan, as well as from the’ 
world, We find even an apoftle, had fatan let loofe upon him, 


7 Ifa. xi, 10. * Tha, xlix, 5: 
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for which he earneftly befought the Lord thrice, that he might be 
releafed. It is not to be wondered that the ftandard-bearers 
fhould be fhot at, feeing they are making continual war againit 
the kingdom of darknefs, and {piritual wickednefs in high places ; 
and who is fufficient for thefe things ? Verily he only whofe fuf- 
ficiency is of the Lord. He will not fail to ftrengthen them by 
his Spirit’s might in the inner man, fo that they fhall hold on 
their way, and wax ftronger and ftronger. Befides, it is neceflary, 
that they fhould be tempted, that they may know how to fuccour 
and help tempted fouls. It is a part, a material part of their 
learning, without which no man can be a true minifter of Jefus 
Chrift, They muft know how to {peak a word in feafon, to fuch 
as are tempted and tried. How different are fuch preachers from 
him whofe chief or only talent confifis in ftringing a few pretty 
chiming fentences together, and affe€ting to play off the orator for 
half an hour, leaving his audience, as well as himfelf, highly 
pleafed with the fermon, themfelves, and their fins, : 
The fervant of Gon, fpeaks from the heart, to the heart; and 
the word is fpirit and life; it is with the demonftration of the 
{pirit, and proves life and light, food and phyfic to his hearers, 
The faithful minifter of Jefus has the found of his Mafter’s feet 
behind him: and brings forth the bread of life: his difcourfe 
carries a living energy to the confcience, either to wound or to 
heal., Yea, he {peaks as one having authority. Judge then, my 
brethren, whether fuch an one does not need the power of Chrift 
to be made manifeft in his weaknefs ; and he that goes out in the 
ftrength of the Lord God, is fure to find his Saviour according 
to his promife, 4 5 ; 
4. The Lord will be with his fervants, to give fuccels to their 
labours. For we know, that even Paul may plant, and Apollos 
may water, but it is Gop who muft give the increafe. A true 
minifter is not fatisfied with doing his duty, as it is called ; that 
is, preaching or praying fo many times. No; he wants to fee 
fome fruit of his ik, ; namely, finners turned to God, mourners 
favingly comforted ; fome truly quickened who were dead in tref- 
paffes and fins. He reads, that the falfe prophets ran and were 
not fent, and therefore did not profit the people. He dreads fuch 
a charaéter, and therefore is yery importunate with the great Shep- 
herd, that he may be the happy inftrument of turning never- 
dying fouls to God, that he may have living feals to his miniftry, 
for a crown of rejoicing in the day of the Lord: and that he may 


not run in vain, nor {pend his ftrength, his time and talents, for. 


nothing. If we were more humble and faithful, we fhould un- 
doubtedly find more fuccefs; For want of genuine humility, we 
cannot be trufted with fuccefs, it might prove our own ruin; and 
therefore for want of faith, our miniftry is too often wordy and 
empty; we fay much to litle purpofe ; and therefore fight like 
thofe that beat the air. To fee crowds attend upon our miniftry, 
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is a very pleafing fight, and it is ftill more flattering to our pride, 
if our hearers are of the reputable clafs, if they cut a refpettable 
figure ; but yet how much better if we can fay in humility, ‘ the 
feal of our miffion are ye in the Lord.” Yes, my brother, to have 
‘one poor figner to own thee as an inftrument in God’s hands, of 
plucking him as a brand from the burning, will be of greater 
comfort to thy glorified fpirit in the Day of the Lord, than if 
thou hadft beam the greateft orator that ever engaged the attention 
of an audience. To fpeak with the tongue of men or angels, is 
nothing ; but to be wife to win fouls, is a* matter of everlafting 
importance. To this great end, we muft have our Mafter with 
us; for without him, we can do nothing. But in this refpe&, 
faithful minifters have reafon to expeét the fulfilment of his gra- 
cious promife, feeing he has promifed, who cannot lie; he bath 
Taid it, and it fhall furely come to pafs. Gracious Promife! Yes, 
Jet each of us cry out, If thy Prefence go not with me, carry me 
not hence. 
_ §- He will be with them to give them the final vi€tory, to give 
them their own fouls for a prey at laft. To preach to others, and 
to become in the end caft-aways, would be dreadful-indeed ! It has 
been hinted above, that the great enemy has.a particular antipathy 
to thofe who are making conftant war againft him; and furely if 
all the powers of hell can ruin them, ruined they fhall be: But 
the Captain of their Salvation will ftand by them, and he declares, 
** No weapon formed againft them fhall profper;” and, ‘“ none 
thall pluck them from his hand.” They are called ftars, and thefe 
ftars he holds in his right hand.* Happy for them that it is fo. 
To finifh well, is the crowning article! To receive the end of 
our faith the falvation of our fouls, is a circumftance which may 
encourage us to go through the fire and through the water unto 
the wealthy place! To meet many of you, my dear hearers, in 
eur Father’s Kingdom, what a Ae thought! O pray for us, 
that having guided others through the ftorms of life we may find 
the port of eternal Reft ourfelves!’ Oh happy preachers! Oh 
happy hearers! I would finifh well, I would with to preach 
well, in my laft hour to fay with him of old, ** Though I walk 
through the valley of the fhadow of death, yet will I fear no evil; 
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy ftaff they comfort me’*+, 
er as thé apofile {fpeaks, “I have tought a good fight, I have 
finifhed my courfe; I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteoufnefs, which the Lord, tke righ« 
teous Judge, fhall give me in that day ; and not to me only, 
but unto all them alfo who love his appearing”}. Gracious Lord? 
fland by thy fervants, and bring them off more than conquerors t 
From hence we fee the honour God puts upon his minifters, 
What are the honours that even an‘ Abafuerus can confer’ upon 


the moft darling ‘favorite, in’ comparifon of the honour which _ 


the great Head ‘of’ the Church’ confers upon ‘worms raifed oug 
“# Revei, 20. + Plalm xxiii, » §'2 Tim, iv. y 8." 
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of the duft! Nay what was the honour of Ahafuerus himfelf, or even 

Solomon in all his glory, to this high vocation! It made’an apof- 
tle exclaim in pleafing extafy, “ To me who am lefs than the leaft 
of all faints, is this grace given, that I fhould preach among the 
Gentiles the unfearchable Riches of Chrift:” and again, fays he, 
** I thank Chrift Jefus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that 
he counted me faithful, putting me into the miniftry.” Thus 
this tall cedar bows his reverend head to his great Mafter and 
Lord, owning the honour and power which he had conferred 
upon him. Here I need not call you to make the proper ap- 
plication. 

But then we muft remember, we have this treafure in earthen 
veffels, and therefore are liable to many difafters, fo that we muft 
not be high minded but fear. Left an apoitle fhould be lifted up 
above meafure, a painful thorn was given him in the flefh; fo it 
will be with the minifters of Chrift in the prefent day. They 
muft expe& their tribulations in this world ; it is a world which 
hated their Mafter, and it will hate them for the very fame reafon, 
namely, they teftify that its deeds are evil, Chrift’s minifters 
cannot fhape their do€trines to fuit the times and cuftoms of the 
world. No; they muft declare the whole counfel of God ; and 
whether men will hear or forbear, whether they will receive it or 
rage ayainft it, they muft {peak the words of the living God; this 
will expofe them to perfecution, fcorn, and contempt. And they 
would come pretty well off, if their difficulties were only from 
that quarter ; but often times they {pring from thofe they are mi- 
niftering to, and {pending their lives for, and yet will treat them 
as enemies, becaufe they {peak the truth unto them. This goes 
very hard, and yet we fee it verified even in St. Paul, as appears 
from his Epiftles to the Corinthians and Galatians: even falfe, 
felfifh teachers, and defigning men, had the addrefs to fupplant 
the apoftle ; yea, men who were making merchandize of them, 
to whom they tamely yielded; “ Ye fuffer (fays he) fools gladly, 
feeing ye yourfelves are wife. For ye fuffer if a man bring you 
. into bondage, if a man devour you, if a man take of you, if a 
man exalt bimfelf, if a man {mite you on the’ face’*, That is, 
you will fuffer all kind of infults and oppreffions from thofe 
who are making a prey of re but defpife your beft friends. 
We fee fomething of this daily, and we feel it too, but cannot 
help it. St. Paul’s perils among falfe brethren, appeared more 
grievous to him than all the reft. And don’t we fee fometimes 

a very erroneous miniftry pleaded for and preferred, by numbers, 
to the pure Gofpel? I might fay to fuch, * this perfuafion,” 
namely, the preferring Darknefs to Light, “ cometh not-of him 
who calleth you.” : yh ; 

But courage my fellow-foldiers! Our Mafter is with us, and 
will be with us; and while we are favoured with his prefence, 
what need we fear? Our work is with the Lord, and our judges 

| * ¢ Cor. xi. 19, 20, “i. 
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ment with our Gop. Is St. Paul’s reward the lefs, becaufe falfe 
teachers were preferred, and held in much higher refpeét than 
himfelf ? Nay ; Do not thefe very cutting trials, which arofe from 
the contempt of fuch as he had been inftrumental of great good 
unto, rather brighten his crown? I have no doubt of Ite Then 
let us be faithful to our calling, and leave our reputation with our 
Mafter. Let us ftill be willing to {pend and be fpent, if by any 
means we can fave fome poor finners.. Our caufe is good, and 
our gracious Mafter is with us; He fiill fhares in our pain, re- 
proach, and labour. If we are defpifed, fois he. Nay, if even 
our own children fhould prove ungrateful, they are much more 
ungrateful to God than to us. When Samuel was difpleafed, that 
the Ifraelites wanted a king, the Lord obferved to him ‘t They 
have not rejeéted thee, but me they have rejefted, that I fhould 
not'reign over them.”* —_ So in the prefent cafe, it is not the fer- 
vant that is fo much rejeéted, as the Mafter ; and if he will bear 
it, let us not make ourfelves uneafy. Rather let us confider, how 
unfaithful we have been in our Lord’s fervice, and that it is of 
his goodnefs that he has not fent us out of the Vineyard with 
difgrace. 

May we be more warm and zealous in his caufe, than we have 
hitherto been, Remember, foldieis fight with the greateft courage 
under the eye of their general. His eye is upon us, his prefence 
is with us, and let us beware of going into the pulpit without him. 
Let us ufe every means to come forth as workmen which need 
not be afhamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth; but let us 
be fure ot the Prefence of our Mafter, and truft our chara€ter, 
caufe, and fuccefs, with him; feeing he hath declared that the 
wife fhall {hine as the brightnefs of the firmament, and they that 


turn many to righteoufnefs, as the ftars for ever and ever. There- 


fore my much honoured Brethren, let us be ftedfaft, unmovable, 


_ always abounding in the work of the Lord, feeing our labour is 


not in vain in the Lord, 
: , PPLIPLP LPL LOL LLL : 
Capt. INcLEeFIELD’s Narrative, concerning the Lofs of his 
Majefty’s thip the CenTAUR, of 74 guns; and the miraculous 
* prefervation of the Pinnace, with the Captain, Mafter, and 
- ten of the crew, in a traverfe of near nine hundred miles on 
the great Weftern Ocean. . | . 
< i tae Centaur left Jamaica in rather a leaky condition, But I 
had no apprehention that the fhip was not able to encounter 
acommon gale of wind. . In the evening of the 16th of Sept. 
1782, when the fatal gale came on, the {hip was prepared for the 
worit weather ufually met with in thofe latitudes. Towards mid- 
night it blew a gale of wind, and the fhip made fo much water 
that I was obliged to turn all hands up to {pell the putnps. The 
leak fill increafing, I had thoughts to try the fhip before the fea. 
7 * a Sat, viii, 2: ye 


Happy 
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Happy I fhould have been, perhaps, had I in this been determined. 
The impropriety of leaving the convo shat in the laft extre- 
mity, and the hopes of the weather growing moderate, weighed 
againft the opinion that it was right. = 


About two in the morning we had much thunder and lightning 
From the S,.E. with rain, when it began to blow ftrong in gufts 
of wind, which obliged me to haul-the mainfail up, the fhip be- 
ing then under bare poles. This was fcarcely done, when a guit 
of wind, exceeding in violence every thing of the kind I had 
ever feen, or had any conception of, laid the fhip upon her beam 
ends. The water forfook the hold, and appeared between decks, 
fo as to fill the men’s hammocks to leeward: the fhip lay motion- 
Jefs, and, to all appearance, irrecoverably overfet. I gave imme- 
diate dire€tions to cut away the main and mizen-maits, hoping, 
when the fhip righted, to wear her. The mizen-maft went firit 
upon cutting one or two lanyards without the fmalleft effe& on 
the fhip ; the main-maft followed, upon cutting the lanyard of one 
fhroud ; and I had the difappointment to fee the foremaft and 
bow{prit follow. The fhip upon this immediately righted, but 
with great violence; and the motion was fo quick, that it was 
difficult for the people to work the pumps. Three guns broke 
loofe upon the main deck, and it was fome time before they were 
fecured. Several men being maimed in this attempt, every move- 
able was deftroyed, either from the fhot thrown loofe from:the 
ockers or the wreck of the deck. The officers who had left their 
beds (when the fhip overfet) naked, in the morning, had not an 
article of clothes to put on, nor could their friends fupply them. 

The mafts had not been over the fide ten minutes, before the 
tiller broke fhort in the rudder-head; and before the chocks could 
be placed, the rudder itfelf was gone. At day-light I faw two 
line-of-battle fhips to leeward ; one had loft her fore-maft and bow- 


fprit, the other her main-maft. It was the general opinion on 
board the Centaur, that the former was the Canada, the other the 


Glorieux. The Ramilies was not in fight, nor more than fifteen 
fail of merchant-fhips. 
~ About feven in the morning I faw another line-of-battle fhip 
a-head of us, which I foon diflinguifhed to be the Ville de Paris, 
with all her mafts flanding. I immediately gave orders to make 
the fignal of diftrefs, and had the fatisfaGtion to fee the Ville de 
Paris wear and ftand towards us. Several of the merchant-fhips 
alfo approached us, and offered their affiftance : but ne 
upon the King’s fhip, I only thanked them. I had not the {malle 
doubt but the Ville de Paris was coming to us, as fhe appeared to 
us not to have fuffered in the leaft by the ftorm, and having feen 
ber wear, we knew was under government of her helm: but ap- 
proaching within two miles, the paffed ms to wind-ward ; this be- 
ng obferved by one of the merchant hips fhe wore and came. 
under our ftern, offering to carry any melfage to her. i 
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the Mafter would acquaint Capt, Wilkinfon, that the Centaur 
made a great deal oe water, and that I defired he would remain 
with her, until the weather grew moderate. I faw this merchants 
man approach afterwards, hear enough to {peak the Ville de Paris 
but I am afraid that her condition was much worfe than 1t appeared 
to be, as fhe continued upon that tack. : 

As the evenirig cathe of it grew hazy, and in {qualls blew 
firong. We loft fight of the Ville de Paris, but thought it a cer- 
tainty that we fhould fee her in the morning. The night was paffed 
in conftant labour at the pumps. Somietimes the wind lulled ; the 
water diminifhed: when it blew ftrorg again, the fea rifing, the 
water again increafed. On the i8th, there was feven feet water 
upon the Kelfori; and the hand pumps were choaked. Thefe cir- 
cumftances wére fufficiently alarming, but upon opening the aftere 
hold we found otir condition mitch more fo. 


It will be neceffary to mention, that the Centauir’s after-hold 
was inclofed by a bulk-head at the after part of the well; here 
were all the dry provifions and fhip’s ram ftowed upon g0 chaldron 
of coals, which had been ftarted in this part of the fhip, and by 
them the pumps were continually choaked. The chain pumps ~ 
were fo much worn, as to be of little ufe, and the leathers, which 
had the well been clear, would have lafted 20 days or more, were 
all confumed in eight. All the rum, 26 puncheons; all the pro» 
vifions, of which there were two months, in cafks, were ftove s 
having floated with violence, from fide to fide, until there was 
not a whole cafk remaining: fhould the fhip fwim, we had no 
water but what remained in the ground-tier, and over this all the 
wet provifions and butts filled with falt-water were floating, and 
with fo much motion, that no man could with fafety go into the 
hold. There was nothing left for us to try, but bailing with buck- 
ets at the fore-hatchway and fifh-room ; on opening the fifh-room, 
we were fo fortunate as to difcover that two puncheons of rum 
which belonged to me had efcaped. They were immediately got 
up, and ferved out at times in drams; and had it not been for this 
relief, and fome lime-juice, the people would have dropped. 


We foon found our account in bailingy the {pare 

been put dewn the fore-hatchway, and a aon fhitted tb the she 
room ; but the motion of the fhip had wafhed the coals fo {mall 
that they had reached every part of the fhip, and the pumps foon 
choaked. However, the water by noon had confiderably diminifh- 
ed by working the buckets; but there appeared no profpe& of 
faving the fhip if the gale continued. The labour was too great 
to hold out without water; yet the people worked without a mur« 
mur, and indeed with chearfulnefs. We had feen nothing this 
day, but eh fhip ig Hee loft her main-maft, and fh 

¢ as muc in want of affiftance as ourfelves, having fir 
diftrefs ; and before night I was told her foremaft is pet ae 
Centaur laboured fo much, that I had fearce a hope fhe could’ | 


“fwim | 
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fwim till morning, and our fufferings for want of water were very 
sent many of the people could n “ from drinking 
alt-water eo gs 


‘ < 

At day-light, the igth, there was no veffel in fight ; and flafhes 
rom guns having been feen in the night, we feared the fhip we 
had feen the preceding day had foundered, Towards ten o’clock,. 

the weather prew derate, the’ water diminifhed in tl 
grew more moderate, ed in the 
hold, and the people were encouraged to redouble their efforts to 
get the water low enough to break a cafk of frefh water out of the 
ground tier: and fome of the moft refolute of the feamen were 
employed in the attempt. At noon we fucceeded with one catk, 
which, though little, was a feafonable relief. On the 2oth, the 
fore-hold was cleared of the water, and we had a fine day. But 
on the 2rft, we had the mortification to find, that the weather 
again threatened, and by noon blew a ftorm. The fhip laboured 
greatly, and the water appeared in the fore and after-hold and en- 
creafed. The Carpenter alfo informed me, that the leathers were 
nearly confumed ; and likewife that the chains of the puntps, by 
conftant exertion, and the friétion of the coals, were nearly ren- 
dered ufelefs. As we had no other refource but bailing, i gave 
orders that fcuttles fhould be cut through,the decks, to introduce 
more buckets into the hold; and all the fail makers were employe 
ed night and day in making canvas buckets. A large leak had 
been difcovered, and ftopt, in the fore-hold, and another in the 
Lady’s-hole, but the fhip appeared fo wéak from her labouring, 
that it was clear fhe could not laft long. The ftern-poft was fo 
loofe, that as the fhip rolled, the water rufhed in on either fide in 

great ftreams, which we could not ftop. 


Night came on with the fame dreary profpe& as on the preced~ 
ing, and was paffed in continual effort and labour. — Morning 
~ came, the 22d, without our feeing any thing, or any change 
weather, and the day was fpent with the fame ftruggles to keep th 
fhip above water, pumping and bailing at the hatchways and {cut- 
tles. Towards night another of the chain-pumps was rendered 
quite ufelefs: we alfo-had but fix leathers remaining, fo that the 
fate of the fhip was not far off. Still the labour went on without 
any apparent defpair, every officer taking his fhare of it, and the 
people were always chearful and obedient. a 
During the night, the water encreafed ; about feven in the 
morning, the 23d, I perceived the fhip fettling by the lead, the 
lower deck bow-ports being even with the water. The Carpenter 
acquainted me the well was ftove in, and the chain pumps totally 
ufelefs. The people, who, to this period, had laboured as deter. 
mined to conquer their difficulties without a murmur, or without 
a tear, feeing their efforts ufelefs, many of them burit into tears, 
and wept like children. Some-appeared perfectly refigned, went 
to their hammocks, and defired their meifmates to lafh them in; 
thers were Jafhing themfelves to grateings and {mall rafts el 
. #-* yaa Yi : . 2 e 
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the moft predominggt idea was, that of putting on their beft and 
cleaneft clothes. The fhip was gradually finking, the orlop 
decks having been blown up by the water in the hold, and the ca- 
bles floated to the gun-deck. The men had for fome time quitted 
their employment of bailing, and the fhip was left to her fate. 


In the afiernoon the weather again threatened, and in fqualls 
blew ftrong; the fea ran high, and one of the boats, ftove along- 
fide and funk. “As the evening approached, the fhip appeared lit- 
tle more than fufpended in the water. There was no certainty that 
fhe would fwim from one minute to another : and the love of life, 
which I believe never fhewed itfelf later in the approach to death, 
began now to level all diftin@tions. It was impoflible indeed for 
any man to deceive himfelf with a hope of. being faved upon a 
raft in. fuch a fea; befides, that the fhip in finking, it was proba- 
ble, would carry every thing down with her in a vortex, to a cer« 
tain diftance, 


It was. near five o’clock, when coming from my cabin I obfer- 
ved a number of people looking very anxioufly over the fide; and 
looking myfelf, I faw that feveral men had forced the pinnace, 
and that more-were attempting to get in. I had immediate thoughts 
of fecuring this boat before fhe might be funk by numbers. There 
appeared not more than a moment for confideration: to remain 
and perifh with the fhip’s company, whom I could not be any 
longer of ufe to, or feize the opportunity which feemed the only 
way of efcaping, and'leave the people who I had been fo well fa- 
tisfied with on a variety of ride he that I thought I could give 
my life to preferve them.—This indeed was a painful confli&, and 
which I believe no man can defcribe, nor any man have a ju 
idea of, who has not been in a fimilar fituation. 


The love of life prevailed—I called to Mr. Rainy, the Mafter, 
the only officer upon deck, defired him to follow.me, and imme- 
diately defcended into the boat, at the after-part of the chains, but 
not without great difficulty got the boat clear from the fhip, twice 
the number that the boat would carry pufhing to get in, and many 
jumping into the water. Mr. Baylis, a young gentleman fifteen 
years of age, leaped from the chains after the boat had got off, 
and was taken in, The boat falling aftern, became expofed to the 
fea, and we endeavoured to pull her bow round to keep her to the 
break of the fea, and to pafs to windward of the fhip ; but in the 
attempt fhe was nearly filled ; the fea ran too high, and the only 
probability of living was keeping her before the wind. — = 

It was then that I became fenfible how little, if any thing, 
better our condition was than that of thofe who remained in the 
. fhip; at beft, it appeared to be only a prolongation of a miferable 
exiftence, We were altogether twelve in number, in a’ leaky. 
boat, with one of the gun-whales ftove, in nearly the middle 
of the Weftern Ocean, without compafs, without | quadrant, : 
without fail, without great coat or cloak; all very thinly | 

cloathed, ~ 
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€loathed, in a gale of wind, with a gteat fea running |! — It was 
now five o'clock in the evening, and in half an hour we loft fight 
of the fhip. Before it was dark, a blanket was difcovered in the 
boat. This. was immediately bent to one of the ftretchers, and 
under it as a fail we {cudded all night, in expeétation of being 
Awallowed up by every wave, it being with great difficulty that. we 
could fometimes clear the boat of the water before the return of 
the next great fea; all of us half drowned, and fitting, except 
thofe who bailed at the bottom of the boat: and without haying 


really perifhed I am fure no people ever endured more. 


_ Upon examining what we had to. fubfift on, I found a bag. of 
bread, a {mall ham, a fingle piece of pork, two quart bottles of 
water, and a few French cordials. The wind continued to the 
Southward for eight or nine days, and providentially never blew 
fo flrong but that we could keep the fide of the boat to.the fea, 
but we were always moft miferably wet and cold. Our condition 
began to be truly miferable, both from hunger and cold, for on 
the fifth day we had difcovered that our bread was nearly all fpoil- 
ed by falt water, and it was neceflary to go fo an allowance, One 
bifcuit, divided into 12 morfels, for breakfaft, and the fame for 
dinner; the neck of a bottle broke off, with the cork in, ferved 
‘for a glafs, and this filled with water was the allowance for 24 
‘hours Por each man. “This was done without any fort of parti« 
‘ality or diftin@tion : but we muft have perifhed ere this, had we 
‘ot caught fix quarts of rain water; and this we could not have 
been bleffed with, had we not found in the boat a pair of fheets, 
‘which by accident had been put there. Thefe were {pread when 
it rained, and when thoroughly wet, wrung into the kidd with 
which we bailed the boat. With this fhort allowance, we began 
‘to’ grow very feeble, and our clothes being continually wet, our 
‘bodies were in many places chafed into fores.’ 


“On the 19th day it fell calm, and foon after a breeze of wind 
fprang ‘up from the N. N. W. and blew to a gale, fo that we 
‘run before the fea at the rate of five of fix miles an hour under 
‘our blanket, till we judged we were to the Southward of. Fayall 
‘and to the Weftward 60 leagues; but blowing ftrong, we could 
‘not attempt to fteer for it. Our wifhes were now for the wind to 
Yhift to the Weftward, This was the 15th day we had been in 
‘thé boat, and we had only one day’s bread, and one bottle of water 
‘remaining of a fecond fupply of rain. Our fufferings were now 
“as great as human firength could bear, but we were convinced that 
good {pirits were a better fupport than great bodily ftrength ; for 
‘on ‘this day Thomas Matthews, Quarter-Mafter, the ftouteft man 
in the boat, perifhed from hunger and cold ; on the day before he 
had complained of want of ftrength im his throat, as he expreffed 
it, to {wallow his morfel, and, in the night drank falt-water, 

grew delirious, and died without a groan. As it became next to 

‘a certainty that we fhould all perifh in the fame manner in a day © 
» Vox. XIX. Dec. 1796. 5 on 
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‘or two, it was foinewhat comfortable to refle&t; that dying of hun- 
ger was not fo dreadful as our imaginations had reprefented, 
Others ‘had complained of the fymptomis in their throats; fome 
had drank ‘their own urine; and all, but myfelf, had drank falt- 
water. 

On the 16th, as foon as the dawn appeared, we found the wind 
to be exaétly as we had wifhed, at W.S. W. and immediately. 
- fpread our fail, running before the fea at the rate of four miles an 
hour.’ Our laft breakfaft had been ferved with the bread and wa- ~ 
ter remaining, when John Gregory, Quarter-mafter, declared with 
much confidence that he faw the land in the S. E. We had feen 
fog-banks fo often, ‘which had the appearance of land, that I did 
not truft myfelf to ‘believe it, and cautioned the people (who were 
‘extravagantly elated) that they might not feel the effeéts of difap- 
ointment; ‘till at length one of them broke out in a moft immo- 
derate fit of joy; which I could not reftrain, and ‘declared he had 
never feen land in his life if what he now faw was‘not it. 

We immediately fhaped our courfe for it, though on my part © 
with very little faith. The wind frefhened ; the boat went thro’ 
the ‘water at the rate of five or fix miles an hour ; and in two hours 
time the land was plainly feen by every man. in the boat, ‘but ata 
very great diftance ; fo that we did not seach it before ten at night. 
It muft have been at leaft fxty miles from us when firlt difco- 
vered! and I cannot help remarking, with much thankfulnefs, on 
the providential favour fhewn to us in this. inflance. - 


” In every part of the horizon, except’ where the land’was dif- 
covered, there was fo thick a haze that we could not have feen 
any thing for more than three ‘or four leagues. » Fayall by our 
_reckoningsbore .E. by N. which ecourfe we were fteering, and in 
a few hours, had not the fky opened for our. prefervation, we 
fhould have encreafed our diftance fromthe land, got to the eaft- 
ward, and of courfe miffed all the Ilands. As we approached 
the ‘land, our belief had ftrengthened that it was Fayall. The 
ifland of Pico, which might have revealed it to us had the weather 
been perfeétly clear, was at this time capped with clouds; and it 
was fome. time before we were quite fatishied, having traverfed for 
two’ hours a great part of the ifland, where the fleep and rocky 
fThore refufed us a landing. ‘This circum ftance was borne-with 
much impatience, for we had flattered ourfelves that we fhould 
meet with frefh water at the firft part of the land we might ap- 
proach ; and being difappointed, the thirft of fome had encreafed 
anxiety almoft to a degree of madnefs; fo that we.were near 
making ‘the attempt to land -in fome places where the boat muft 
have been dafhed to pieces by the furf. At length we difcovered 
a fifhing‘canoe, which conduéted us into’the toad of :Fayall about 
midnight; but where the regulation of the. port did not permit'us 
‘to land "till examined’ by ‘the health-officers : however I did not 
think much of fleeping this night in the beat, our pilot having 
. ac tite “brought 


The Experience of Mrs. GERTRUDE CLARKSON. 589 


brought us fome refrefhments of bread, wine and water. In the 
morning we were vifited by Mr. Graham, the Englifh Conful, 
whofe humane attention made very ample amends for the formality 
of the Portuguefe. Indeed I can never fufficiently exprefs the 
fenfe I have of his kindnefs and humanity, both to myfelf and 
people ; for I believe it was the whole of bis employment for fe- 
veral days contriving the beft means of reftoring us to health and 
Airength. It is true, I believe, there never were more pitiable 
objects. Some of the ftouteft men belonging to the Centaur were 
obliged to be fiipported through the ftreets of Fayall. Mr. Rainy, 
the Mafter, and myfelf, were, I think, in better health than the 
eft; but I could not walk without being fupported; and for fe- 
veral days, with the beit and moft comfortable provifions of diet 

\and lodging, we grew rather worfe than better. 
Fayall, 1gth O&ober,.1782.  * J. N. INGLEFIELD. 
‘The preceding account is taken from Capt. Inglefield’s Narrative, printed 

for Murray. 8vo. 40 pages. 18+ 
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‘The Experience of Mrs. GrenTRUDE CLARKSON*, fecond 
_ «daughter of the Rev. Mr. David Clarkfon, 
ye aR Written by herfelf. 

MAT Y cducation has been very ftrif&t. The conftant inftruftion 
and example of my parents had fo early an influence, that 
it is hard to teli which was my firft awakening. Ever fince I can 
remember any thing of myfelf, I have had frequent conviétions of 
the danger of fia and an unregenerate ftate, attended with fears of 
the punifhment due to it; therefore was defirous of an intereft.in 
Chrift, by whom I might be pardoned and faved from the wrath 
“of God. This made me very fearful of omitting duties, or com- 
_mitting known fins; and though thefe conviétions wore off, yet 
‘they often returned, and rendered me unealy, unlefs I was pray- 
“ing or learning fcriptures, or fomething which I thought good. in 
hele exercifes I was well fatisfied, though it was my happinels to be 
‘under the moft careful infpetion and judicious helps for.the in- 

formi ‘mii of m jud, ent. , . . 
St Raine I ceniemen what it was to rely upon an all-fufficient 
“Saviour for falvation and ftrehgth, I remember my notion of 
‘things was this, , That I was to hear, and pray, and keep the fab- 
“path, and avoid what 1 knew to be fin, and then I thought God 
was obliged to fave me; That I did what I could, and fo all that 
he required. And I further conceived, that if at any time I omit- 
ted fecret prayer, or any other duty, yet if I repented, it was fuf- 
"ficient : and on this confideration I haye often ventured upon the 


commiffion of fin, w 


ith ‘a refolve to repent Mat nextday saad 
as ving confeffed the tranfgreffion, my conicience has been — 
. ne. well icked, Indeed fin at that time was noj. 
% % She was fifter to the pious Mis. Combe, whofe Chriftian Experience iste 
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burthenfome. I ‘truly’ defired that my fins’ might be pardoned, 
‘but thought ‘the tayo religion hard; and though I — 
live in the conftant negle& of duty, yet I fecretly wifhed that I - 
‘had been under no obligation to perform it. When I refleét on 
the thoughts and workings of my heart and ‘affections at thofe 
times, and the confufed apprehenfions which I then had both of 
‘fin and grace, I am fully perfuaded that, through grace, there1sa 
‘real, and, in fome meafure, an univerfal change wrought in: my 
foul. ati ae 
After my° father’s death, ‘I was reading one of his manufcripts, 
wherein both the obje& and nature of faving faith was defcribed, 
and the great neceffity of it preffed, &c. The plain’and :clear 
definition there given of the faving a& of faith, caufed other ap- 
prehenfions of things than I had. before. I faw how fhort I had 
come in all my performances, of that difpofition of foul which 
the gofpel called for, and how guilty I was while depending upon 
thefe performances for acceptance. with God, not cafting my felf 
wholly upon Chrift, and refting on him.entirely, for pardon and 
juftification, The concern of my mind was very great, that I had 
lived fo long ignorant of thofe things which related to my eternal 
welfare. “I was fenfible the means and helps I had been favoured . 
with, for improvement in knowledge, were beyond what is com- 
™mon, but I had’ refufed inftrution; the confideration oe. 
was very terrible to me, fearing left I had finned beyond all-hope 
of forgivenels. ~ i ' ; 
But in the moft difcouraging apprehenfions of my cafe, my 
heart was much enlarged in the confeffion of fin, and in bewail-. 
ing my captivity to it, which was attended with earneft wreftling 
with the Lord for pardoning and purifying grace. Thofe promi 
in the g6th*chapter of Ezekiel, of “a new heart and right fpirit,” 
were my continual plea, together with Matt. vi. 6, ““ Bleffed are 
they who hunger and thirft afier righteoufnels, for they fhall be 
filled.” I found longings and panting of ‘foul after that righteouf- 
nefs, and faw that it could only be received by faith ; this faith I 
earneftly begged, and that the Lord would pardon that great fin 
of unbelief, which fo provoked and difhonoured him; and that 
he would, by his own Spirit, enable me to embrace Chrift as 
freely held forth in the gofpel. ae ” ip 
About this time I was much affeéted with the confideration of 
Chrift’s offices, as Prophet, Prieft, and King. And though I 
durft not claim an intereft in them, yet was of meditating upon 
them, admiring that infinite condefcenfion which is manifeited 
therein. I thought whatever my condition was in this world, yet 
if I might be under his powerful and effeétual teachings as a pro. 
phet, and have the benefit of his atonement and interceffion as a 
‘prieft, and be entirely fubjeét to him in every faculty of my. foul, 


we Lord and King, then how fatisfied and “happy fhould 
Ferre aie “ ; a DENG Rs ae 
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I was under thefe ftrugglings a long time before I came to any 
comfortable perfuafion that I was accepted. Sins againft light and 
love deeply wounded me, and the» many. aggravating. circums 

ces which attended them, were.fo reprefented by fatan, that I 
could not tell how to believe fuch iniquities as mine. would be 
forgiven. But in the midft of thefe diftrefling thoughts, I found 
in that Manufcript of my Father’s, “ That none but -unwo:thy 
finners, who are empty of all good in themfelves, were the ob- 
jects of pardoning ea that the whole needed not the phy- 
fician, but the fick. This encouraged me to plead with hope, 
that the Lord would glorify the freenefs of his own grace in my 
falvation, and to urge, that Chrift called the weary and heavy 
Jaden to him witha promife of reft. (Matt, xi. 28.) sik ied 

I found my foul was extremely burdened with fin; it appeared 
‘more exceeding finful than ever before ; fins. of thought, as well 
as words and aétions, were then obferved with forrow, and la- 
mented before him. Yea, even the fins of my moft holy things, 
thofe {warms of vain thoughts and wanderings of heart and af- 
feétions, of which I was confcious in my fecreét retirements, and 
mott folemn clofe dealings with God. In fhort, my own foul was 
my intolerable burden, which made me often queftion, whether 
there were not more provoking fins in me than God ufually par- 
dons. OI found how every power and faculty were depraved, and 
that I could not do the good I would! Re 

It would be tedious to relate the many particular difcourag 
ments and temptations I Jaboured under, fometimes pouring forth 
my foul with fome hope in his mercy, fometimes only bewailing 
my condition without hope. After fome time, my mother Pisa 
ceiving my concern, converfed vesy freely with me, and afked, 
if 1 was not willing to accept of Chrift to fanétify as well.as te 
fave me? I told her I defired this above all things. I could not 
but fay, 1 was above all things defirous to be entirely fubje& to 
Chrift in every power and faculty of my foul; that every thought 
might be brought into fubjeftion to Chrift, and nothing might re~ 
main in me contrary to him, but that there might bea perfect con- 
formity to his image and will in all things. _ s* elidae Bp 

After this converfation, 1 found great compofure in my mind, 
believing that the Lord had creat thofe defires in me, which 
nothing but himfelf, and the enjoyment of himfelf, could fatisfy, 
and that he would anfwer them with himfelf; “ that he would not 
break the bruifed reed, nor quench the fmoaking flax,” Matt. xi, 
20. My delight now was in nothing elfe but mediating upon, and 
admiring. of, the free grace of God in Chrift; and my defires 
greatly increafed after further difcoveries and clearer light into the 
p ta myfteries of the love of Chrift Jefus: and all diverfions 
from thefe meditations were a burden. 4+ det atl 

OI then thought “all old things were paffed away, and every 
thing was become new!” I experienced an univerfal change in 
ay mind, will, and affeGlions; the kent of them was turned ano- 
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ther way. The ordinances, which were once irkfome, were above 
all things pleafant, and the return of fabbaths continually longed 
for. I was very thankful it was my duty, as well as pravie ps to" 
fet apart the whole day for the worfhip and glory of my Lord... ] 
bewailed much that ] could love him no more, that there was fo 
much, fin remaining in me, and which I found mixed ‘with all that 
I did, and that I was not wholly taken up in thofe blefled and 
delightful employments without the leaft interruption... O I longed 
for that ftate wherein all thefe fetters fhould be knocked off, and 
my foul fet at liberty in the worfhip and praife of my God. : 
“My foul was thus delightfully carried out for- fome time, in - 
which I heard a difcourfe from thofe words, John xxi. 17. “Thou 
knoweft all things, thou knoweft that I love thee.”” The fcope of 
this fermon was for a trial, whether our appeal could be made to 
him who knows all things, that we loved him? Under this dit 
courfe I found my heart greatly carried out in love to Chrift; in all 
his ordinances, and the difcoveries made of his will therein, Thefe: 
fubjeéts concerning the love of Chrift, and his people’s love to 
him, being long continued, one fermon after another, I found | 
fat under the word with great pleafure and enlarged affections, .. 
But after fome time, my affe€tions began té coo]. I had not 
fuch fweetnefs and enlargement in my approaches to God in pub- 
lic, as I ufed to find. I thought the preaching more empty, and 
came fhort of what I found I wanted. This deadnefs continuing, 
filled me with no {mall concern, fearing I fhould fall away, ». 1 was 
very far from charging the miniftry I fat under, but my own 
wicked wavering heart. © I have often gone to the houfe of God 
with ‘raifed expeftations of receiving thofesquickenings I ufed to 
be bleffed with, but found fad difappointments. This frame of - 
fpirit, as to public worfhip, was matter of continual mourning and 
bewailing in fecret. I was often examining my heart as to its aims 
‘and ends, and could ‘not but conclude my defires' were above all 
things to glorify the Lord, and to receive thofe bleffings from him 
which might enable me fo to do. eit Sg iy 
The mifling of the Lord’s prefence under the means, in the ufe 
of whiva he had commanded me to expeé& it, and which he had 
heretofgre, in fome meafure, vouchfafed, was -very. grievous. I 
earneftly begged a difcovety of every: fin that -might be hid from 
me, which might be the caufe of this withdrawing. But the decay 
of my affections ftill remaining, it caufed great mifgivings of hear 
that things were not right with me, Yet ftill 1 had fupports in 
my fecret applications to God, that his grace -would be fufficient 
for me, and that I fhould be kept by his almighty nee ‘y through . 
faith unto falvation, which encouragements kept me fli’ | waiting 
with hope, that he would yet return and blefs me. © © .. 4 
After fome time, being providentially brought‘under the minif- 
try of the Rev. Mr. T. Gouge, I found his reaching fo fuited to my 
eafe, that I was greatly enlarged in thankfulnefs. to Ged who hae 
fo direfted me. Thole fermons upon Gal. vi. 3. -* Bor if a man. 
| : +o SES aan s- * 
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thinketh bimfelf fomething when he is nothing, he deceiveth 
himfelf ;”” razed me again to the very foundation, and dif- 
‘covered the many fecret holds Satan had in my heart, which be- 
fore I thought not of; and how many ways I was taker up in 
fomething which was nothing. 

Thefe difcourfes caufed deep humblings of fpirit, and enlarged 
defires after further enlightenings. © 1 found thefe things reached 
me! I needed to be led into the depths of my own deceitful heart, 
and thereby obferve, that’ fecret pronenefs there was in me to be 
laying hold on fomething in Selt, to reft upon, and expeét from. 
In fhort, I now faw that u'ter infuficiency and weaknels in my- 
felf, and every thing done by myfelf, to fatisfy the cravings of 
‘my immortal foul, which I had net fo much as once thought of 
before. - ¢ eh 

I was alfo led more ‘to that Fulnefs, from whence only I can ree 
ceive what may render me acceptable to the Father; and have 
never found fo much fweeinefs and folid fatisfa€tion in my accefles 
to God, as when moft fenfible of my own unworthinefs and en- 
‘tire emptinefs of any thing agreeable to him in myfelf, and all my 
_ performances; and when moft apprehenfive of that infinite ful- 

nefs and fuitablenefs of grace laid up in Chrift Jefus ; from whence 
am commanded and encouraged to be continually receiving frefh 
fuppliés. O thofe infinite inexhauftible treafures! Nothing lefs 
ean fatisfy the reftlefs cravings and pantings of my foul. By this 
preaching I have been continually led to the frefh Spring that 


never fails, and have experienced great quickenings in my appli- 


cations to Chrift, and comfortable rejoicings in him. 
_ The infifting on fuch truths as thefe, which have a dire& ten- 
dency to lead from felf to Chrift, by opening and unfolding the 
myfteries of grace laid up in him, fo admirably fuited to anfwer 
all the neceffities of poor helplefs creatures, 1 find above.all things 
encourages me, and enlivens me in duty. At times I can apply to 
Jefus with confidence and joy, as the Lord my righteoufnefs and 
ftrength ; and gladly hope, that through his ftrength I fhall be 
snore than a conqueror over every difturbing corruption and tempta- 
tion. Yea, that I thall fee Him fhortly as he is, in the full difplays 
of the glory of that grace and love which I cannot now compre- 
hend, and by the transforming fight be made like him. But O 
how fhort! .how feldom are thefe interviews! My unbelieving 
heart ‘fill returns to its former darknefs and diftruft, and gives me 
| Frequent occafions to bewail the Qudluations of my weak faith. Oo 
‘that it was flronger ! that it was more fledfaft! But bleffed be his 
ameé°in whom I put my entire truft, there is grace in him to 
help me under all decays, and failings through weaknefs. It is 
from hence I receive ftrength to elevate and excite the aéts of 
faith and love. Yea, it is from the fame fulnefs 1 receive grace 
to re e the attings ~of grace, and to fet my foul, from time 
to time, in a right way of improving the grace | received, and 
jr obtaining pardon for all my defeéts, as well as for the re« 
moving all my deflements, Thefe 
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Thefe are the truths that feed and fupport my faith, and with- 
out thefe were fet home with power on my foul, I. muft give up 
under the great aboundings of my indwelling corruptions. . 
defire.a fubmiflive waiting for further manifeftations of his 
love. And although I have not thofe conftant beams of the 
light of God’s countenance, with which fome of his people are 
bleffed; yet I humbly adore him for the little light. he has af- 
forded me. O the unfearchable deceitfulnefs of my heart! 
which is fo many ways betraying me into an unbelieving temper 
of fpirit.. 1 find I need greater helps than thofe may who are 
more eftablifhed, and I dae not negle& thofe helps which my 
Lord has. provided for his people. I need to be watched over, and 
‘excited and encouraged under difficulties, from thofe experiences 
which others have of the dealings of the Lord with them. 

GERTRUDE CLARKSON. 


This excellent woman died in London, April 23, 1701. Her 

funeral fermon was preached and printed by Dr. Ridgley, who 
among other things, obferves the following concerning her: That 
her mind was rightly informed, and richly furnifhed with experi- 
mental knowledge of the things of Chrift,:and of the work of 
grace carried on with power in her foul. And although fhe had 
fometimes a well-grounded hope ; yea, a full perfuafion of the 
love of God; yet fo far was this from leading her to pride or car- 
nal fecurity, that it can fcarce be conceived what low thoughts fhe 
had of the beft of Self: What a firm dependence on Chrift ; 
How watchful over her aétions and thoughts; And how much 
afraid of fin, even of the iniquity of her holy things! 
_ There was in her converfation a becoming mixture of gravity 
and pleafantnefs, not daring on the one hand to make things fa- 
cred a prey to the exuberancies of wit and fancy: Nor on the 
other, of giving the leaft occafion to their falfe conceit, who fup- 
pofe that religion always chufes the dark retreat of a melancholy 
temper, or is dire€tly oppofite to that which is chearful or agree. 
able in common converfation. She was a con{cientious attender 
on the ordinances of Chrift, in feafon and out of feafon, valuing 
all opportunities wherein fhe might hope for further acquaintance 
with God; the called the Sabbath her delight, and rejoiced at the 
returns thereof, 

Her laft ficknefs was fhort. She was fuddenly feized wit et: 
very painful diftemper,* which fhe perceived to be the nana 
of death; but when it made its neareft approaches fhe. declared it 
‘was welcome. She did not fly from it as an enemy, nor. fee any 
thing affrighting in its countenance. When all about her pe § 
almoft overwhelmed with grief, fhe was the only perfon that 
era unconcerned, being as willing to be gone as death was 
to call. hee. “30 
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_® The Cholic, which cartied her off in four days, | 
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! _ Though her pain was violent for many hours, and very much 


hindered the defired compofure of her thoughts; yet in this the 


“was fubmiffive to the divine will, and patient under his hand. 


But it pleafed God to give her eafe the remaining part of her 
time, when fhe took’ occafion to exprefs the inward joy that fhe 
experienced. When cordials were applied for the refrefhment of 
weak and fainting nature, fhe faid, ‘1 have better cordials to re- 
frefh me than thefe.” 

The laft two days of her life fhe feemed wholly difengaged from 
every thing in this world, as one that.had taken her leave of all 
things here below, and was at leifure for nothing but heavenly 
contemplations. Her difcourfe was very affeGting. Whenever 
fhe {poke of herfelf it was with the moft foul-humbling expref- 
fions; but how often did fhe extol and admire the love of God in 
Chrift! The fame truths that fhe was refrefhed with in life were 
her comfort and delight in death. She had the felf-fame abafing ; 
yea, felf-abhorring and grace-advancing thoughts. She had a full 
affurance of falvation, and of an abundant entrance with a holy 
triumph adminiftered into it; often fpeaking in the words of the 
Apoftle, 2 Tim. i. 12, “I know whom I have believed, and Iam 
perfuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed 
unto him againft that day.” And with joy unfpeakable, making 
ufe of thofe words with application to herfelf, Jude, ver. 24. 
** Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to pre- 


_fent you "apres before the prefence of his glory with exceeding 


10 Be 

: Ter inward peace was too great to be expreffed: She faid, 
* Time will fail me to exprefs what comfort I have.” | When na- 
ture was ‘very weak, and her ftrength and fpirits exhaufted, fhe 
bleffed God that her faith did not fail, No; that was ftrongeft 
when outward comforts were at avery low ebb; and fhe had 
thereby thofe clear manifeftations of Chrift, and foul-refrefhing 
foretaftes of glory, which were a kind of heaven in her way to it. 
Her laft words were with rapture of admiration, ‘0 thofe rays of 


. glory!” Thus her foul took its flight into the bofom of Jefus, 


2 


“ 
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to enjoy what it had long waited for, namely, further difcoveries 
of his love, and to be clothed with immortality, and enjoy eters 
‘nal life, : 


| LETTER III. from the Bithop of Landaff to Thomas Paine. 


that Mofes was not the author of the books attributed to 
ne to your hiftorical and chronological evidence ; and 


FF AVING done with what you call the grammatical evidence 


pea am Genefis. Your argument is taken from the fingle 
ee } — being found in Genelis, when it appears from the 
book ges, that the town of Laifh was not called Dan, til] 

ve three hundred and thirty years after the death of Mofes; 
XIX. Dec. 1796. . therefore, ~ 
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therefore the writer of Genefis, you conclude, muft have lived 
after the town of Laifh had the name of Dan given to it. Left 
this obje&tion fhould not be obvious enough to a common capacity, 
you illuftrate it in the following manner: “ Havre-de Grace was 
called Havre-Marat in 1793; fhould then any datelefs writing be 
found, in after times, with the name of Havre-Marat, it would be 
certain evidence that fuch a writing could not have been written 
till after the year 1793.” This is a wrong conclufion. Suppofe 
fome hot republican fhovld at this day publifh a new edition of 
any old hiftory of France, and inftead of Havre-de Grace fhould 
write Havre-Marat ; and that, two or three thoufand years hence, 
a man, like yourfelf, fhould, on that account, reject the whole 
hiftory as {purious, would he be juftified in fo doing? Would it 
not be reafonable to tell him—that the name Havre-Marat had 
been inferted, not by the original author of the hiftory, but by a 
fubfequent editor of it: and to refer him, for a proot of the ge- 
nuinenefs of the book, to the teftimony of the whole French na- 
tion? This fuppofition fo obvioufly applies to your difficulty, that 
I cannot but recommend it to your impartial attention. But if 
this folution does not pleafe you, I defire it may be proved, that 
the Dan, mentioned in Genefis, was the fame town as the Dan, 
mentioned in Judges. I defire, further, to have it proved, that 
the Dan, mentioned in Genefis, was the name of a town, and 
not of a river. It is merely faid— Abram purfued them, the 
enemies of Lot, to Dan. Now a river was full as likely asa 
town to ftop a purfuit.. Lot, we know, was fettled in the plain 
of Fordan; and Jordan, we know, was compofed of the united 
flreams of two rivers, called Jor and Dan. 
Your next difficulty refpeéts it’s being faid in Genefis—* Thefe 
are the kings that reigned in Edom bale there reigned any king 
ever the children of Ifrael :— this paffage could only have been 
written, you fay (and I think you fay rightly), after the firft king 
began to reign over Ifrael ; fo far from being written by Mofes 
it.could not have been written till the time of Saul at the leaf.” . 
I admit this inference, but I deny it’s application. A {mall addie 
tion to a book does not deftroy either the genuinenefs or the au- 
thenticity of the whole book. I am not ignorant of the manner 
in_ which commentators have anfwered this obje€tion of Spinoza 
without making the conceflion which I have made ; but I have no 
{eruple in admitting, that. the paflage in queftion, confifting of 
nine verfes containing the genealagy of fome kings of Edom 
might have been -inferted in the book of Genefis, after the book 
et Chronicles (which was called in Greek by a name importi 
that it contained things left out in other books) was written. "The 
Jearned have fhewn, that interpolations have happened to other 
books ; but thefe infertions by other hands have nev en con 
fidered as invalidating the authority of thofe books, oe 
_ Take away from Genefis,” you fay, “the belief that Mof 
was the author, on which if ae woes 
Was the » on which only the ftrange belief that it is the 


Word 
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Word of God has ftood, and there remains nothing of Genefis 
but an anonymous book of ftories, fables, traditionary or invented 
abfurdities, or of downright lies.” —- What! is it a {tory then 
that the world had a beginning, and that the author of it was 
God? If you deem this a ftory, I am not difputing with a deift. 
ical philofopher, but with an atheiftic madman. Is it a {tory, that 
our firft parents fell from a paradifiacal {tate — that this earth was 
deftroyed by a deluge —that Noah and his family were preferved 
in the ark — and that the world has been repeopled by his defcen- 
dants ?— Look into a book fo common that almoft every body 
has it, and fo excellent that no perfon ought to be without it — 
Grotius on the truth of the chriftian religion — and you will there 
meet with abundant teftimony to the truth of all the principal 
fatts recorded in Genefis. The teftimony is not that of Jews, 
chriftians, and priefts: it is the teftimony of the philofophers, 
hiftorians, and poets of antiquity. The oldeft book in the world 
is Genefis; and it is remarkable that thofe books which come 
neareft to it in age, are thofe which make, either the moft diftin® 
mention of, or the moft evident allufion to, the faéts related in 
Genefis concerning the formation of the world from a chaotic 
mafs, the primeval innocence and fubfequent fall of man, the 
longevity of mankind in the firft ages of the world, the depravity 
of the antediluvians, and the deftru&ion of the world, = Read 
the tenth chapter of Genefis. —It may appear to you to contain 
nothing but an uninterefting narration of the defcendants of Shem, 
Ham, and Fapheth ;a mere fable, an invented abfurdity, a down 
right lie. No, fir, it is one of the moft valuable, and the moft 
venerable records of antiquity. It-explains what all profane hifto- 
Tians were ignorant of —the origin of nations. Had it told us, 
as other books do, that one nation had {prung out of the earth they 
inhabited ; another from a cricket or a grafshopper ; another from 
an oak ; another from a mufhroom ; another from a dragon’s tooth ; 
then indeed it would have merited the appellation you, with fo 
much temerity, beftow upon it. Inftead of thefe.abfurdities, it 
gives fuch an account of the peopling the earth after the-deluge, 
as no other book in the world ever did give; and the truth of 
which all other books in the world, which contain any thing on 
the fubje&, confirm. The laft verfe of the chapter fays—* Thefe 
are the families of the fons of Noah, after their generations, in 
their nations: and by thefe were the nations divided in the earth, 
after the flood.” It would require great learning to trace out, pre- 
cifely, either the a€tual fituation of all the countries in which thefe 
founders of empires fettled, or to afcertain the extent of their do. 
‘minions. This, however, has been done by various authors, to 
the fatisfaftion of all competent judges; fo much at leaft to my 
fatisfa€tion, that had I no otber proot of the authenticity of Ge- 
nefis, I fl ould confider this as futficient. But, without the aid of 
learning, any man who can barely ee. - Bible ae: srket ee 
Fitch | > as the Affyrians, the Elamites, the Lydians, the 
of fuch people as the « Ds wi J Medes," 
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Medes, the Ionians, the Thracians, will readily acknowledge that 
they, had 4fur, and Elam, and Lud, and Madat, and favan, 
and Tiras, grandfons of Noah, for their refpeétive founders ; and 
knowing this, he will not, I hope, part with his Bible, as a 
fyftem of fables. Iam no enemy to philofophy,; but when phie 
lofophy would rob me of my Bible, I muft fay of it, as Cicero 
faid of the twelve tables, —This little book alone exceeds the 
libraries of all the philofophers in the weight of it’s authority, and 
in the extent of it’s utility. 
_ From the abufe of the Bible, you proceed to that of Mofes, and 
again bring forward the fubje&t of his wars in the land of Canaan. 
There are many men who look upon all war (would to God that 
all men “aw. it in the fame light!) with extreme abhorrence, as 
. ‘affli€ing mankind with calamities not neceflary, fhocking to hu- 
manity, and repugnant to reafon. But is it repugnant to reafon 
that God fhould, by an exprefs a& of his providence, deitroy a 
wicked nation? Iam fond of confidering the goodnefs of God 
as the leading principle of his conduét towards mankind, of cone 
fidering his juftice as fubfervient to his mercy. He punifhes ins 
dividuals and nations with the rod of his wrath; but I am perfua- 
ded that all his punifhments originate in his abhorrence of fin; are 
calculated to leffen it’s influence ; and are proofs of his toodnefs ; 
inafmuch as it may not be poflible for Omnipotence itfelf to coma 
municate fupreme happinefs to the human race, whilft they con- 
tinue fervants of fin. The deftru€tion of the Canaanites exhibits 
to all nations, in all ages, a fignal proof of God’s difpleafure 
againft fin; it has been to others, and it is to ourfelves, a bene- 
volent warning. Mofes would have been the wretch you repre- 
fent him, had he aéted by his own authority alone : but you ma 
as reafonably attribute cruelty and murder to the judge of the land 
in condemning criminals to death, as butchery and maffacre to 
Moles in executing the command of God. 

The Midianites, through the counfel of Balaam, and by the 
vicious inftrumentality of their women, had feduced a part of the 
Hraelites to isolatys to the impure worfhip of their infamous 
god Baal-peor:—for this offence, twenty-four thoufand Ifrael- 
ites had. perifhed in a plague from heaven, and Mofes received a 
command from God * to {mite the Midianites-who had beguiled 
the people. An army was equipped, and fent againft Midian. 
When the army returned viétorious, Mofes and the princes of the 
.congregation went to meet it; “and Mofes was wroth with the 
officers.” He obferved the women captives, and he afked with 
aftonifhment, “* Have ye faved all the women alive? Behold 
thefe caufed the: children of Ifrael, through the counfel of Balaam, 

to commit trefpafs againft the Lord,in the matter o Por Said 
there was a plague among the, congregation.” He then gave an 
_ order that the boys and the women fhould be put to death, but ee 

the young maidens fhould be kept alive as theanfelve Du 
nothing in this proceeding, but good policy, combined wit mercy, 
, , The 
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The young men might have become dangerous avengers of, what 
they would efteem, their country’s wrongs; the mothers might 
have again allured the Ifraelites to the love of licentious pleafures 
and the pra&tice of idolatry, and brought another plague upon 
the congregation; but the young maidens, not being polluted by 
the flagitious habits of their mothers, nor likely to create difs 
turbance by rebellion, were kept alive. You give a different 
turn to the matter; you fay—* that thirty-two thoufand women- 
children were configned to debauchery by the order af Mofes.”— 
Prove this, and I will allow that Mofes was the horrid monfter 
you make him—prove this, and I will allow that the Bible is what 
you call it—a book of lies, wickednefs, and blafphemy”—prove 
this, or excufe my warmth if I fay to you, as Paul faid to Elymas 
the forcerer, who fought to turn away Sergius Paulus from the 
faith, ** O full of all fubtilty, and all mifchief, thou child of 
the devil, thou enemy of all righteoufnefs, wilt thou not ceafe 
to pervert the right ways of the Lord ?”—I did not, when I be- 
gan thefe letters, think that I fhould have been moved to this 
feverity of rebuke, by any thing you could have written; but 
when fo grofs a mifreprefention is made of God’s proceedings, 
coolnefs would be.a crime. The women-children were not re- 
ferved for the purpofes of debauchery, but of flavery ;—a cuftom 
abhorrent from our manners, but every where praétifed in former 
times, and ftill praétifed in countries where the benignity of the 
chriftian religion bas not foftened the ferocity of human nature. 
You here admit a part of the account given in the Bible refpeéting 
the expedition againft Midian to be a true account: it 1s not un- 
reafonable to defire that you will admit the whole, or fhew fuf- 
ficient reafon why you admit one part, and reje€t theother. I 
- will mention the part to which you have paid no attention. The 
Ifraelitifh army confifted but of twelve thoufand men, a mere 
handful when oppofed to the people of Midian; yet, when the 
officers made a mufter of their troops after their return from the 
war, they found that they had not lott a fingle man! This cir- 
cumftance ftruck them as fo decifive an evidence of God's inter- 
ofition, that out of the fpoils they had taken they offered ‘‘ an 
oblation to the Lord, an atonement for their fouls.” Do but be- 
lieve what the captains of thoufands, and the captains of hundreds, 
believed at the time when thefe things happened, and we fhall 
never more hear of your objections to the Bible, from it’s ae- 
¢our t ars of Mofes. ; 
ee dice two or three other objections refpeéting the gee 
nuinenels of the firft five books of the Bible, — I cannot {top to 
“notice them : every commentator Spay agi a a cord ee 
even a mere Englifh reader. % 
- i a Bh of an AO Says 8 length = ici bed 
oo e ‘no of Balan; -but you do not prove that the bed was 
; tae tba, or that a Pafepania would have been loft in 


it. You make PEE for the lize of a royal bed; fae 
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fufpeét that king Og might have been poffeffed with the fame kind 
of vanity, which occupied the mind of king Alexander, when he 
ordered his foldiers to enlarge the fize ot their beds, that they 
might give to the Indians, in fucceeding ages, a great idea of the 
prodigious flature of a Macedonian. In many parts of your work 
you {peak much in commendation of fcience. I join with you in 
every commendation ‘you can give it: but you fpeak of it in fuch 
a manner as gives room to believe, that you-are a great proficient 
in it; if this be the cafe, I would recommend a problem to your © 
attention, the folution of which you will readily allow to be far 

above the powers of a man converfant only, as you reprefent — 
priefts and bifhops to be, in fic, hac, hoc. The problem is this 

— To determine the height to which a human body, preferving 

it’s fimilarity of figure, may be augmented, before it will perifh 

by it’s own weight.— When you have folved this problem, we 

fhall know whether the bed of the king of Bafan was too big for 

any giant; whether the exiftence of a man twelve or fifteen feet 

high is in the nature of things impoffible. My philofophy teaches 

me to doubt of many things; but it does not teach me to rejeé& 

every teftimony which is oppofite to my experience: had I been 

born in Shetland, I could, on proper teftimony, have believed in 
the exiftence of the Lincolnfhire ox, or of the largeft dray-horfe 

in London; though the oxen and horfes in Shetland had not been 

bigger than maitiffs, 
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To the EDITOR. 


es te following inftance of the Goodnefs and Mercy of the 
ALMIGHTY, to a diftreffed obje&, I was a witnefs of in 
the year 1785, when ftationed in the-city of Glafgow. I hope 
the publifhing of it at this time, will induce many. perfons tovaps 
ply with confidence to the great Phyfician, in their diftreffes ; and 
probably may convince others, who are inclined to. fcepticifm; 
that there is a Gop, who ruleth in the Heaven of Heavens, ~and 
yet gracioufly condefcends to look down upon his.creatures in this 
ower world, regards with compaffion their.afflitions, and when 
neceffary, miraculoufly interpofes, and delivers them: from all 
their fears. Th ie) 
A young woman, a member of our Society, of the na 

Mc Lean, was affliéted with a very bad eoticiaias in her Sade 
The pain was fo extreme that fhé:could not bear a ray of light to 
fhine upon her, but was obliged to be confined to a dark room, 
day and night. She could not ufe her eye-lids at all, fo that they 
were conitantly clofed, except when fhe ventured to open them 
with her hand. She applied to feveral medical gentlemen, who - 
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affifted her all in their power ; and likewife ufed a great variety of 
means which her friends recommended, but all in vain; fhe did 
not receive the fmalleft relief from any one thing that was made 
- ufe of, but continued for many weeks exceedingly, affli€ted. I 
vifited her for a long time, and was an eye witnefs of her fuf. 
ferings, Many fervent prayers were offered up to God in her 
behalf. 

One morning as fhe fat up in bed, wafhing her eyes with gous 
lard and water, and trying to open them, but in vain ; the fet the 
bafon down, and in the deepeft diftrefs, faid, within herfelf, 
“ Here I am, a moft miferable and compleatly wretched creature 
“ and am likely to continue fo as long as I ive! There is no help 
“ forme in man; therefore if God does not interpofe in my be- 
half, I muft languifh out my remaining days in this extreme 
** mifery.” She then began to cry mightily to the Lord, and 
found uncommon liberty in fo doing. While thus employed, one 
of her eyes opened, and to her aftonifhment, dark as the room 
was, fhe faw the bed-poft: the continued in fupplication, and the 
other eye opened: and fhe then came forth into the light quite 
well. 

A few days after, imprudently wafhing her head in cold water, 
and having been fo long confined to her room, fhe was become 
exceeding tender, fo that it gave her a bad cold in her head; and 
her eyes were a good deal affe€ted: neverthelefs fhe got quite free 
from her former diforder. As we firmly believed and were con. 
ftrained, to fay, ‘ This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous 
** in our eyes,” we heartily joined with her in praifing his holy 
Name for this wonderful difplay of his power and goodnefs, 


London, O&. 10, 1796. J. Pawsons 
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A Short Account of the Life and Death of Mrs. Heatu: 
Who died the ggth, of March 1796. Written by her Hufband, 


 Thefe are they which came out of great tribulation, and have wafhed their 
_« sabe, and aie them white in the blood of the Lamb,” &c. Rev. viiy 14, 17 


HE was born at Harwich in Effex, in the year 1756, of 
S fober fteady parents. Her education was decent and ufeful. 
She was naturally of a fedate, and courteous difpofition. _ Her 
carriage in the world was fuch as rendered her ref ettable in the 
efteem of her friends and acquaintance. For a feries of years 
fhe fteadily attended on the fervice of the church of England. 
A few years previous to my acquaintance with her, fhe hada 

articular defire to hear the Methddifts. Having attended a few 
Pe. and being fully convinced that their doétrines were ftriéily 
{criptural, fhe determined to adhere to them, tho’ much againft 
the will of many of her friends, who deemed her as one that 
needed no further inftruétion, But being fenfible of her loft 
flate by nature and practice, and believing what the Apoftle oe 
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that “ All have finned and come fhort of the glory of God,” fhe 

‘yefolved by his grace, even at the expence of all their friendfhip, 
to feek the falvation of her foul, in that way and in thofe means 
which kind Providence had called her. Soon after the joined our 
Society, and in thefe means fhe found, thro’ faith, redemption 
in the blood of Chrift, the remiffion of all her fins ; and had a clear 
fenfe of his love thed abroad in her heart. In this liberty fhe 
continued ftedfaft, and was not intangled again with the yoke of 
bondage. . 

From the time of her juftification, fhe had a clear difcovery of 
the nature and neceffity of Sanétification, and intenfely hungered 
and thirfled after that.holinefs without which no one fhall fee the 
Lord. In order to obtain this great falvation fhe never willingly 
negle€ted any means of grace, either private or public; but gave 
all diligence to make her calling and eleétion fure; believing at 
the fame time, that thro’ faith, without auy merit of works, fhe 
was to obtain this ineflimable bleffing. Curist, as being ALL 
in ALL was her favourite topic; and as clay in the hands of the 
potter, fhe was paflive under the operations of the Holy Spirit, 
Speak, Lord, for thy fervant heareth,—was, I believe, the un- 
feigned language of ber foul, until he gracioufly cleanfed the 

‘thoughts of her heart, by the infpiration of his bleffled Spirit, 

I travelled in Harwich Circuit about a year anda half previous 

’ to our particular acquaintance with each other. When we entered 
jnto the marriage ftate, it was a folemn feafon to all prefent. 
God was truly with us, and gave us repeated teftimonies of his 
Favour and approbation. In this happy union we lived in the 
tendereft fympathy and love. Such was her concern for my peace 
and happinefs, that in all her trials and exercifes of mind, fhe 
would by every poflible means endeavour to hide them from me, 
Jeft I fhould participate of her feelings upon fuch occafions, 
When convinced of the will of.God in any refpe& concerning 
her, fhe would with great fortitude and refolution, endeavour to 
pleafe him, rather than man; and cheerfully took up her crofs, 
and followed the Lord, thro’ evil and good report. She was ine © 
deed a daughter of affli€tion, but fuffered with great patience and 
refignation, keeping her eye upon the will of God, more than 
upon her affli€tion ; often faying, “* The will of the Lord be done;” 
which was upon all occafions her favourite motto. “ The cup 
which my Father hath given me, fhall I not drink it?” was the 
language of her Lord; and in this, as well as in other particulars, 
fhe endeavoured to copy after him. She was indeed a pattern of 
undiffembled love to God and her neighbour, both in heart and 
life, Humility, meeknefs, gentlenefs, modefty, fidelity, and in. 
tegrity were the features of her mind, which every difcernin eye 
could fee fhining bright in her life and converfation. Her foul was 
truly formed for friendfhip. She would in the moft tender and 
affeGtionate manner, enter into the feelings of the afflifted, and 
her fludy and delight were to make glad the heart of the forrow, ° 
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ful; and according to her power, to relieve the complaints of the 
indigent and neceffitous. She rejoiced, with them that rejoiced, 
and wept with them that wept. She manifelted that meeknefs of 
wifdom, which was generally attended with a blefling, in relieving 
and comforting thofe that were embarraffed and affli&ted in their 
minds. Her felf-abafement exceeded every thing of the kind, I 
ever faw: Being little and vile in her own eyes, and efteeming 
herfelf as lefs than the leaft of all faints. She recoiled at the 
Jeaft appearance of praife or commendation, and turning her eye 
and heart heavenward, gave all the praife to Him from whom pro- 
ceeds every good, and perfeét giff. : 

Having had a long and trying illnefs in child-bearing, fhe 
‘was delivered of a fine boy, whom God foon took to himfelf. 
She was reduced to fuch a degree of weaknefs, that fhe could 
hardly fpeak to be heard. I exhorted her to look to Jefus, and 
caft all her care upon bim. In anfwer to which fhe lifted up her 
eyes and hands, in token of her confidence and truft in him, and 
then afked me, (juft fo as to be underftood) to go to prayers 
which I did immediately,-and was enabled to pray with refigna- 
tion to the divine will. During the time of prayer, fhe was en- 
gaged with God in great fervency of fpirit, lifting up her hands, 
and eyes towards heaven. When I arofe from my knees I gave. 
her the medicine prefcribed by the doftor, which had no effeé&t. 
But the great Phyfician foon after, made it appear, that he de- 
figned to heal all her complaints at once, by taking her to that 
Reft which remains for the people of God. Growing weaker, 
and weaker, and no hopes of recovery, I was gracioufly fup- 
ported, and enabled with refignation upon my knees to commend 
her fpirit into the hands of God, who gave it. After turning 
herfelf a little the fweetly fell afleep in the arms of her Lord and 
Saviour. 


A sHOR? AccouNT oF Mrs. RUTH KELLY. 
; [ By Mr. Joun Kerr. ] 
i” hyo KELLY was a native of Grange O‘Neiland, in the 
county of Armagh in the North of Ireland. The Methodift . 
Preachers had been for a certain time entertained by her father, and 
a Clafs formed in his houfe when Ruth was about ten years old. 
During the time the preaching was at her fathers, it pleafed the 
Lord, to convince her of fin, and to beget in her a concern for 
falvation. She then joined the Clafs, and foon after profeffed to 
be happy in the pardoning love of God: and for a feafon, her life 
and converfation witneffed that fhe a€tually poffefled the fame. 
__ After fome time an unexpeéted event took place which removed 
both the clafs-meeting and preaching from her father’s houfe. The 
means of grace being removed, and many enemies around her, 
together with the propenfity that is in human nature to folly, the 
feon ‘‘ meafured back her fteps to earth again,” and conformed to 
— Vou, XIX. Dec, 1796. ‘s , the’ 
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the world in fpirit and behaviour. In this ftate fhe fought haps 
pinefs from the filly trifles which are called pleafures, but found 
if not. 

Some years after, a fingular providence brought me and other 
preachers to the neighbourhood where fhe lived, to proclaim 
falvation to loft finners. The word became again profitable to 
her : In a fhort time fhe was very fenfible of her miferable fallen 
fate, and was fully refolved to feek that God. from whom fhe had 
foolifhly departed. She again joined our fociety there, and fhewed 
by all her behaviovr, that fhe was fully refolved te be a true dif- 


ciple of the cruciffed, coft whatit would. After fhe joined the, 


fociety fhe married, and this change introduced a variety of new 
trials, many of them unexpected, but all thefe fhe endeavoured 
carefully to make a proper ufe of : not like thofe who make croffes 
a pretext to forfake God. She remembered that the difciples of 
Jefus are to take up their crofs datly, and te follow him. With 


great diligence fhe attended all the means of Grace, lookin for. 


the pearl of great price, but did not experience a comfortable enfe 
of the divine favour. — So it often happens with thofe who wan- 
tonly caft behind them the favour and mercy of God, that when 
they defire to recover and enjoy it, he makes them fenfibly feel 
the want of it, and gives them a fuitable view of its worth, be- 
fore he again beftows it. However, Gop, who is rich in mercy 
to all thofe who fincerely and faithfully feek him, revealed his 
pardoning love in her heart, during the time fhe was in travail with 


her firft child. She then rejoiced exceedingly in her Saviour.. 


The night of forrow fled away before the chearing beams of the 
Sun of Righteoufnefs. She found the hand of the Lord was over 
her for good, and fhe praifed his holy Name, She was foon re- 
ftored to her former ftate of health. But neither health nor grace 
do prevent croffes and troubles: and although thefe abounded, 
yet fhe was enabled to fay, ‘“ In all thefe things I am more 
than conqueror, through him who, hath loved me.” 

She now began to fee the evils remaining in her heart, and 
longed to be delivered from them, ufing the means, and earneftly 
feeking the great falvaiion of God. In Auguft laft fhe was des 
 Tivered of her laft child; and although the recovered pretty well 
as t{ual, yet it was always impreffed upon her mind, that the. 


time of her diffolution was at hand. During the courfe of laft 


winter, her hufband was taken very ill, infomuch that his life was 


a of. In his illnefs he fettled his temporal affairs, and’ 


took particular care to provide for his wife and children. But 
thefe things affetted her very little, for the firmly believed les 


abode here would be very fhort. The wife and merciful God, 


who has his way in the whirlwind, and his path in the great deep, 


beyond all human expeétation, rebuked the diforder and reftored: 
her hufband to health again. Shortly after her health began to. 


decline apace. As fhe lay muftng upon her bed one Sabbath- 


morning, the great adverfary fuggefled to her mind, That it would: 


é 
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be quite improper to go to the means of grace, as fhe would 


thereby hurt herfelf and encreafe the diforder. But the Lord 
gracioufly interpofed; in an inftant fhe was alarmed, and thought 
the heard a voice repeat the following words, “ In a very little 
time the laft trumpet fhall found!” She inflantly arofe, and go- 
ing to her clafs related the matter to them all. The fimple rela- 
tion of this trial and deliverance proved a great blefling to the 
fociety. 

About this time fhe had a more clear difcovery of the evils 
which yet remained in her heart, and of the abfolute neceflity of 
being delivered from them. She began to pray for a clean heart 
in fuch a manner as fhe never did before, endeavouring to give 
herfelf and all her concerns, into the hands of God unrefervedly, 
witneffing in all her behaviour that fhe truly “ hungered and 
thirfted after righteoufnefs.” Her diforder continued to increafe 
notwithfianding every means were ufed that were judged neceflary 
to promote her recovery. When fhe was acquainted that it was 
thought her diforder was mortal, the information gave her no un- 
eafinefs: .without reluctance fhe was enabled to give up her buf- 
band, children, and all on earth ;—holinefs and heaven occupied 
all her thoughts. _The company of the truly pious were more 
peculiarly her delight, other vifitors the had no defire for, being 
fenfible that the vifits of irreligious perfons would afford her very 
little confolation. . 

After I heard of her illnefs, I vifited her, and found her pers 
fe&tly refigned, and exceeding patient. To the queftions I afked, 
fhe gave me the moft fatisfattory anfwers. Her diligence after 
inward purity continued. At the end of two weeks | found her 
nearly in the fame ftate of body, only much weaker. She faid, 
** T have no fear of death, but am confident when 1 depart this 
** life, God will bring me to heaven.” Her conftant cry was, 
that the Lord. would perfeét her in holinefs here, that fhe might 
teftify of it to others before the finally entered into her Mafter’s 
joy. After giving her fuch inftru€tions’ and encouragement as 

eemed neceffary I left her, not expe€ting to meet again until the 
morning of the refurre€tion. Trufting in the fulnefs and fecu-, 
rity of the divine promifes, fhe continued with unabating zeal, to 
feek the full falvation of God. On Sunday the 1oth of May, a 
friend enquired how fhe did? She anfwered, “I never lived fo 
happy a week in my life as the laft.” | Here the power and 
benefit of true religion appear in their full force. Juft at the 
time when the world, with all its riches, honours and pleafures, 
can do nothing for us, then religion affords its comfort and fup» 
port. Here we fee a perfon racked with pain, her body worn to 
a fkeleton, upheld by a fenfe of the divine favour ; and the hope 
of future glory elevates her heart above pain and weaknefs, and 
the rejoices in expeflation of the Glory ot God! Some perfons, 
whom fhe knew were living in bhi pn ag an cape) exhorted 
#6 repent ; agding, “if you do not obtain God’s pardoning mercy, 
age NS vie 
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you will be loft toall eternity. Remember I have told you ; and 
if you do not forfake all fin, the words of a dying woman will rife 
up in judgment againft you to your condemnation.” 

Her weaknefs continued to encreafe, but did not prevent her 
from faithfully warning and lovingly exhorting all that came to 
fee her, to be earneft with the Lord that they might obtain falva- 
tion; infifling much on the abfurdity and wickednefs of delaying 
that important work unto-a death-bed. 

On the 24th of May, fhe was greatly afflifted, and every one 
prefent waited the awful moment when the would breathe her 
laf. Her conftant cry was, ‘“* Come, Lord, and cleanfe my 
heart.” In this ftate fhe continued about five hours and then re- 
vived a little. During this diftrefs, fhe was exercifed with temp- 
tations refpe€ting her family, but was enabled to an{fwer, ‘* that 1s 
_ Not-my bufinefs ;—the Lord will take care of my children.” 

She continued earneftly praying, patiently fuffering, and faith. 
fully warning thofe who came to vifit her to prepare to meet the 
Lord, until the 27th, on which day the Lord was pleafed to an- 
{wer the prayers of his fervant, and filled her foul with that per- 
fe& love which cafteth out all fear. She cried out in a rapture 
of joy, “ Free falvation! free falvation ;” and requefted of all 
prefent to join her in praifing the Lord for his unfpeakable mercy. 
She now had a clear evidence that “ the blood of Jefus cleanfeth 
from all fin.” Her father coming into the room, fhe looked at 
him, with joy fparkling in her eyes, and faid, 

** Now I have found the ground wherein 
* Sure my foul’s ancher may remain, 
** The Wounds of Jefus, for my fin — 
“© Before the world’s foundation flain ; 
** ‘Whofe mercy fhall unfhaken flay, 
** When earth and heaven are fled away.” 


Shortly after this the enemy made his laft attack, by attempting 
to reafon her out of her confidence ; but fhe held faft the fhield of 
faith and was more than conqueror through him who hath loved 
her and given himfelf for her. | Her hufband hearing her re- 
joice and praife in fuch a wonderful manner, was enabled to 
refign her unto the Lord, which added. greatly to her happinefs, 
Her mind feemed to be entirely engaged in contemplating the 
glorious | inheritance which fhe was about to enter upon. One 
coming in, began to {peak of another perfon who had lately bee 
come rich, fhe inftantly flopped the converfation, and cried out, 
*“ I have all the riches I can defire! God, and Chrift, and hea- 
* ven are mine: It is enough ; it is enough! I defire no more.” 

A friend hearing of her happinefs, and that fhe was not afraid 
to die, could not credit the report except he heard it from her 
own mouth, hen fhe had-received this intimation of his des — 
fire, fhe cried out, ** The Lord hath filled my foul with his pure 
“ love: it is now as an overflowing’ fountain, that I am fcarce 
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** able to contain.” Adding, “ O that I was able to praife the 
Lord for his goodnefs and mercy to me.” In this Rate the con- 
tinued bleffing and praifing God ‘until a little after 12 o’clock, and 
then in holy triumph not to be expreffed in words, fhe cried out 
aloud, “I fhall be this day in Paradife with my Lord;” and 
without a figh or groan her happy foul entered into the regions 
of everlafting blifs. 
Joun Kerr, 
Mullydry, 6th June, 1794. 
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H; was born near Colne in Lancafhire, in the year 1758. 
His parents brought him up in the fear of the Lord, accord- 
ing to the light which they had, and by the divine blefling upon 
their admonitions and care, he was happily preferved from grofs 
notorious fins, to whom young people in thefe days are addiéted, 
He was heard to fay, in his ficknefs, that he never remembered 
{wearing an oath, but once, for which an old woman reproyed 
him, and the reproof made a deep impreffion upon his mind. — 

He attended the diffenting chapel at Colne, and when he was 
about nineteen years of age it pleafed the Almighty to let him 
fee, in fome meafure, what he was by nature and prattice. Soon 
after, he went to hear the Methodifts, and was more deeply awa- 
kened to a fenfe of his depravity and wretchednefs; and was 
conftrained to cry mightily to God, that his iniquities might be 
blotted out, and his foul fet at liberiy. ‘ 

He continued, Jacob-like, wreftling with God for the blefling, 
till one night, returning from a prayer-meeting in great diftrefs, 
he kneeled down in the open field, and earneftly befought the 
Lord for a fenfe of his favour. God heard his prayer, and brought 
him out of that horrible darknefs into his marvellous light, and fet 
his feet upon a rock. 

He now joined the Methodifts, and for fome time walked in 
the light of God’s countenance. Being obliged to leave his native 

lace, on account of the employment not agreeing with his health, 
es caine to Bury, in queft of work, and began the bufinefs of 
cotton-fpinning. But by this time his foul had fuftained much 
lofs, and being in a ftrange place, he did not join the fociety, 
which proved an additional lofs to him.* 

_ However, he attended the public means of grace, and was 
kept from fcandalous fins ; and in this ftate he continued till his 


a aE fincerely recommended to every member of the Methodift Society, that 


when they are obliged to leave a place, to apply to the Superintendent of the 


- @ircuit for a note, fignifying that they have a lawful caufe for their removal, and 


asa recommendation to the place they are going to; by which means they are 
introduced into that fociety, and are preferved in chriftian fellowthip. The 
negleé& of this rule of conference, fome times prevents them from joining the 
fociety, and opens the way to return back again into the world, ry 
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laft ficknefs begun, which was about eight wéeks before his death. 
This affli@ion induced him to confider ferioufly how matters ftood 
between God and his foul; and upon examination he found him. 
felf weighed in the ballance but was wanting ;. he could not think 
of facing his MAKER in his prefent ftate. This awful concern 
kept increafing, and made him cry to the Lord to heal his poor 
backfliding foul, and once more fet his feet upon the Rock. He 
fent for the brethren to come and pray with him, and the Sunday 
evening before his death, the Lord reftored to him the light of his 
countenance, and the Sun of Righteoufnefs arofe once more with 
healing in his wings; fo that he could again rejoice in a fin-pare 
doning God, with joy unfpeakable and full of glory. 

On Monday he was quite refigned to the will of God, though 
his pain was very great, and he appeared on the verge of eternity. 
On Tuefday he was ftill worfe, but his patience was invifible, he 
‘was never heard to murmur in the leaft degree. With fome diff- 
culty they got him into bed, which fatigued him much, but being 
a little recovered, he opened his eyes, and faid, ‘* 1 am exceeding 
happy, and have not the leaft fear of landing fafe.” He con- 
tinued in extreme pain of body, but in great peace of mind, till 
near fix o’clock on Wednefday morning, when his happy fpirit 
took its flight to that region where the inhabitant fhall no more 
Say, Lam fick. : 

Sept. 11, 1793. T. TAYLOR, 
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_ Tue HAPPINESS or poinc GOOD, 
(EXTRACTED FROM A LATE EMINENT WRITER. ] 


APPINESS is man’s aim, from his birth to his death. But, 
amongft the men of the world, the queftion ftill remains to 
be anfwered, ‘Where fhall it be. found, or where is the place 
“thereof?” The earth and the fea have been ranfacked for it 3 
but they fay, itis notinthem. The high born fons of ambition, 
the low minded children of avarice, and the giddy votaries of difs 
fipation, return from the chace, jaded and difappointed. A phan- 
tom appeared to delude them, as they will all tell us, in their more 
ferious moments, which fled as they purfued, and vanifhed when 
they approached to embrace it, _ Let us point out to them a more 
excellent way; let us bring them in fight of fomething real and 
fubftanuial ; let us prevail upon them to feek happinefs by doing 
good. They have in vain attempted to become bleffed by recat , 
Ja if they would become indeed fo, it muft be by giving, 
strange as this pofition may, at firft fight, appear, it is evidently 
intimated to us, by the operation of that principle implanted in our — 
nature, which we commonly ftyle inflinét. Confider the toil and 
the folicitude undergone, the anxious days and the waketul nights 
paffed by the tender parent, in the care of her infant offspring, 
Yet even here, though fo painfully employed, will fhe not tell 


you, 


: 


— 


THE HAPPINESS OF DOING Coop. 609 © 


fyou, fhe experienceth a joy,.for which the whole world, if offered 
in exchange, would be inftantly reje€ted with difdain ? Heit charge, 
feeble and helplefs as it is, can make her no returns. Onlydhe 
procures eafe and comfort for her child ; and its happinefs confti: 
tutes her own. Thus, again, with regard to every conneétion 
friendfhip induces us to form in fociety, we feek not the faisfact 
tion alone of being efteemed or beloved, but that of exciting in 
another the fentiments which delight ourfelves. The end of the 
affection: is, to render its obje& happy, and fo to be happy by re- 
flection, Whence that general wifh in every civilized perfon, 
to make himfelf agreeable to thofe around him, and recommend 
himfelf to their good opinion? It is a tacit acknowledgment that 
we muft pleafe others, if we would he pleafed ourfelves, 

. The inequality of mankind, ordained by Providence for this 
end, among others, offer to us continually the opportunities of 
thus becoming happy. We are unhappy, becaufe we negleé ta 
feize and improve them ; fince it is an incontrovertible truth, that 
as no man was ever happy, while. employed in making others mi. © 
ferable; fo no one was ever miferable while employed in making 
others happy; and &e was a wile as well as a good prince, who 
declared the day to be loft, that was not marked in the calendar of 
beneficence.. To his chara€ter: the imperial diadem could add no 
dignity. 
. AWith the advantages poffeffed by different perfons it fhould be 
as with the An produced by different countries; the 
abundance of one fhould fupply the neceflities of another, God 
formed the human heart to be the difpenfer of bleffings, which 
are fure to return to it again, in the Courfe of circulation. He 
made man for fociety, and defigned not that he fhould be happy, 
alone. 

We may be convinced, by a little reflection, that the gifts of 
Heaven, poured in ever fuch profufion around nim cannot make 
him fo. Self is an idol, that can contribute no more to its own 
well-being, than the idols worfhipped of old. Take a man out of 
the world, place him in folitude, and you will fee, that all the 
fuppofed fources of felicity fail at once. Inveft him with power : 
there are none on whom it can be exercifed. Fill his treafury with 

old and filver: they have loft all their value. Let him poffefs 
ni higheit reputation: there is no one to regard it. Beftow. 
upon him the abilities of an angel: they will prey upon them- 
ed for want of other materials. Adorn him with every ac. 
complifhment: every accomplifhment will be ufelefs. Nay, | 
piety itfelf,. praétifed only in folitude, it has been remarked by an, 
elegant writer, that, ‘like the flower blooming in the defart, it 
may give it’s fragrance to the winds of heaven, and delight 
thofe unbodied fpirits that furvey the works of God and the 
ations of men; but it beftows peggy parte upon earthly beings, 
nd however free from the a sapunl ye a ge a rH 

a fF “4p > gifts.ot God, unle = 
exed fplendour of beneficence.” “the gilts fufed 
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fufed to others, become unprofitable to the owner. To be enjoyed, 
they muft be communicated, and taken upon the rebound, 

Let us now, therefore, conduét our candidate for happinefs back 
into fociety, with his poffeffions and talents, and let us fhew him, 
how he muft employ them, for the attainment of his end. They 
may be employed to the prejudice, they JShould be employed for 
the benefit of his fellow-creatures, or he will live and die in a 

te of difappointment and vexation. j ; 
pa brake little fatisfaétion it otherwife affords, will quickly 
convince him to whom it has been committed, that it was not 


their fellow-citizens and countrymen. Sometimes, indeed, they 
could not become fuch, but by refifting qu 
common enemies. But the glory of ¢ s always batied 


done. Glory, pure and fpotlefs, is that which refults from fe- 
licity procured and beftowed. \ Atte ? 
Wherein confifteth the happinefs attendant on wealth ?- In the 
toil with which it is acquired? As reafonably might we fearch 
after it in the mines, or in the galleys: In contemplating it, when 
acquired? The world itfelf, for once, paffes a right judgment, 
and defpifeth the wretch who feeks it there. In hazarding it at’ 
the gaming table? The pleafures afforded by the rack are as 
eligible. [he difcipline of eaftern hermits was mild and in-' 
dulgent, compared with the pains and penances, the anxieties and 
horrors, with which thofe vigils are kept. In procuring the means 
of riot and excefs? But they prey upon the ftrength, and de- 
prefs the fpirits. If the rich man would enjoy a found mind ina 
healthy body :(and who can be called happy that doth not?) he 
mutt live like the poor man; he muft attain and preferve them — 
by temperance and exercife, that is, by labour and abftinence, 
abftinence from food of fuch quality, and in fuch quantity, as his 
petite would provoke him to take down. _ an 
Weare told of a philofopher, who threw his money into the fea, 
it fhould corrupt it’s mafter. The aétion has been much ap. 
plauded, but it may be queftioned whether it afforded any proof 
of his proficiency. Rightly ufed, others might have been the 
better, himfelf the happier, and not the lefs virtuous, for it. , 
Ona like principle, for many’ centuries, numbers ‘of Chriftians, 
in order to be perfeét, left all, and retired into the wildernefs. 
Indeed, in thofe dreadful days,-when, under the heathen empe- 
rors, the furnace of perfecution was heated feven times more than 
it was wont to be heated, we can blame none who endeavoured to 


get 
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get out of the reach of fuch tremendous flames.’ What began by 
neceflity, was afterwards continued by choice. To avoid a defeat, 
the foldiers of Jefus betook themfelves to flight. But, furely, the 
Chriftian hero fhould engage and conquer. He who is furnifhed 
with the ability to do good, fhould continue in the world, where 
good is to be done. The man of opulence, what is he but ftew- 
ard to the fovereign Proprietor of all things? It cannot be his 
duty to forfake thofe of the houfhold over which he is placed; 
and it fhould be his delight to take care of them. God grudges 
him not the neceffaries, the conveniences, the comforts of life for 
himfelf; but only dire&s him, wilely and gracioufly direés him, 
to promote his Lord’s glory, and his own happinefs, by extending 
his concern to all around him. He who, in ‘fuch circumftances, 
will not be perfuaded fo to do, fhould recolle&, that the hour is 
coming, and muft foon come, when it fhall be faid unto him, by a 
meffenger, who will admit no excufe, and brook no delay, ** Give 
** an account of thy fewardthip, for thou mayeft be no longer 
«* fleward.” 

The talents of the mind, whether natural, acquired, or infufed 
from above, ftand on the foot with power and riches. They are 
given, as an apoftle informs us, “0 profit withal:” to profit 
others ; to lead men into the paths of wifdom and virtue, of re- 
ligion and piety. Genius and learning, employed, for a long 
courfe of years, in feducing the minds of men to infidelity, and 
exciting their paffions to vice, afford but a melancholy retrofpeét 
to declining age. The bittereft refleion we can have to make in 
our laf hours, is this, that mankind are the worfe for us; next to 
it is the refle@tion, that they are not the better. Wouldeft thou, 
then, be blefled zm thy mental endowments? Take care that thy 
brethren be bleffed 4y them. : eo: 

Thus hath God ordained it to be, in every inftance. Nor can 
it be otherwife, if the bleffednefs of man confifteth in a refem- 
blance of his Maker, He is himfelf the moft beneficient of beings, 
and he is the happief. He giveth all, and he can receive nothing, 
but the humbk acknowledgments, the grateful praifes of his crea- 
tures. He openeth his hand, and filleth all things living with 
plenteoufnefs. The eyes of all wait upon him, the whole family 
in beaven and earth looketh up to him for a fupply of every 
want, and he giveth them their food in due feafon. He clothes 


fures with flocks, the hills with woods, the gardens ae 
s i, vor the vallies with corn. By him, through him, in him, 


ive, and move, and have our being. Power, riches, and wif. 
Gonert his, and they are all exerted for the good of man. He is 
mighty ; but he is mighty to fave : his riches are the riches of 
Bec and grace: and his wifdom plans our welfare. He would 
fe al men to be faved, and to come to a knowledge of the 
truth. He is pleafed to reprefent his own happinefs as depending 
en that of his people: he is defcribed as rejoicing, when it 1; 
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well with them; as grieving, when it is otherwife. -» Can the 
book, which fo defcribes him, be other than divine ? 

If the glory of the Godhead be too dazzling an objeét for the 
eyes of frail mortality ftedfaftly to behold, view that glory veiled 
in human nature. Confider the author and finifher of our fal- 
vation, Chrift Jefus. He gave himfelf for us. He came down : 
from heaven to give life to the world, from which he received 
only perfecution, forrow, pain, and death. Yet the delight af- 
forded him by his employment was an overbalance for all his fuf- 
ferings. It was his refrefhment, and his fupport, through the 
courfe of his pilgrimage. ‘* My meat,” faith he, “is to do my 
** father’s will, and to finifh his work.” He “ went about, doing 
“good.” His life was ever aétive, and ever ufeful. Living, he 

reached, wherever he came, the doétrine of falvation; dying, 
tie bore his laft teftimony to it’s truth, For the fuffering of janrk 
crowned with honour, invefted with all power, and feated at the 
right hand of the majefty in the heavens, like his bright re- 
prefentative in the firmament, he diffufes light and life unto the 
ends of the earth; he reigns and fhines for the benefit of the 
world: and, in fo doing, he is pronounced and proclaimed, by 
every creature, ble/fed for evermore.” . 


wore 


Goinc To THE House or GOD: 
Wire the giddy world conceive 


Of vanities below, 
I only for thofe pleafures live 
That lafling joy beftow. 
(How oft my contemplative mufe 
This favourite theme has fung, 
As haply I was wont to rove 
My native {hades amang !) 


My willing feet how fwift they move 
A long and dangerous way ; , 
(Invited by a Saviour’s love,) 
I tread with no difmay ; 
Eager to gain the bleft retreat, 
Where richeft comfort flows, 
And hear the’ found of tidings {weet 
%, His meffengers difclofe: 


That balm to heal the wounded mind 
When needful cares opprefs, ~§ 
! Thofe cargs almighty love defign'd 
To Jead to happinefs. 
For human ills, if ills they be, 
_ From Him in mercy flow; | 
That Man his real good may fee, 
_ And all his weaknefs know, oe 
Misfortune, 
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Misfortune, with her fallen brow, 
My former days have known; 
And many an hour, furcharg’d with woe, 
Has coft me many a groan. 
But from on high a voice I heard, 
Sweeter than angels’ fong, 
‘Whence truths divine my bofom cheer’d, 
And praife infpir’d my tongue, 
O let that tongue for ever blefs 
The kind, the dark decree; 
It was a fanétified diftrefs, 
And brought new joys to me, 
Affliétion oft but ferves to hide 
Some good as yet unknown; 
Faith turns the myftic veil afide, 
And finds it all her own. [Mrs. Cowpgr- 


-, 


An Ereciac CANZONET. 
By R. W. SOUTHWELL. 


Hs penfive Mufe! and lonely hades 
Where Melancholy reigns ! 
While gloomy Death my foul pervades, 
And wretchednefs obtains. 


From mortal ken fain would I dwell, 
There in fome lowly vale, 

My burthen’d mind with grief would tell 
Her dolorific tale. 

Where audience philofophic reigns, 
Yea, Nature’s foothing powers, 

In broken accents! Mournful ftrains ! 
I'd {pend my fleeting hours. 


No rural {ports fhould break the peace 
Throughout the pafling day, 
Nor vain allurements ever chafe, 
Or interrupt my lay. 
For Nature gently hufh’d around 
Should all attention be, 
And filence, — midnight and profound, 
Would aid my deftiny. 
There would I mourn a much lov’d Child, 
-Who fearce one lufire ran, 
Beauteous in form, — in temper mild; — 
A jfirft and only Son. 
The morning blufh adorn’d his face, 
And health beam’d from his eye ; 
His infant accents flow’d with grace: 


Why was he born to die? 
ia ef His 
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His foul all harmony and love 
Did opening powers difplay, £ 
Capacious, — ftrong, and fond to rove, 
Foretold a fhining day. 
Ilufive omens! why fo bright, 
So tranfient and fo frat] ? 
His {parkling orbs are clos’d, — and night, — 
The fhades of night prevail. 
Death, murdering Death! fo cruel, — why 
So lavith of thy power? 
What could indute thee to deftroy 
This fair and beauteous flower ? 


To damp its vigour, chill its bloom, 
And triumph o’er its fall, 
To veil its rifing fun fo foon, 
af ~ And rob us of our all? 


But why fhould’I-from man retreat, 
Since the lov’d Child is not, ° 
And lonely pour out my complaint 

In fome fequefter’d {pot ? 
No gloomy fhades can chafe my grief, 

Nor calm coatent infufe, 
Nor to ny fpirit give relief ; — 

Some other plan Vi chufe. 
To thee, dread Lory! I him refgn, 

My /o/s is his great gazn ; 
The lovely gift was wholly thine, 

~ Why then fhould I complain ? 


AN ACROSTICAL EPITAPH. 


--EST, lovely Innocent, from ills to come, 
I--n gentle flumbers and an early tomb. Ki fy  f 
C--ould parent fondnefs ceafe thy fate to mourn, /; fd ale 
H.-earts then might rend, and blood bedew thy Urn. 
A--ll the fair gracés that enrich the mind : / 
R.-ofe with thy growth and were in thee conjoin'd, , LO pr 
D--ifeafe, alas! has brought thee to the duft, a 
S--poil’d thy fair ftruéture, and diflodg’d it’s gueft, | 
O..f lineage high —tran{criptive heir of Gon, 
U--pborne by Angels to their bright abode, 
T--o Jesu’s Throne ; — where myftic deeds engage 
H--is aétive thoughis, mature beyond his age. 
W--here the {weet Seraph foon J hope to fee, 
E.-mbrace and dwell with-in the Deity. a 
L--o! this /ef tribute: —we can give no more, 


Z£--00'd much in life, much we his lofs deplore. 
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